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Eliminate Pain Naturally
without drugs. without surgery
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® Murrimional counseling
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WELLHESS

~ Tsolag J. Kazandjian
Doctor of Chliropractie

CALL TODAY: 626.821.9544
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Same Day Appointments avallabla
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- ) ?.‘\.r.lr#l| P
4
Also PPO
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and MO PLANS

! PEO
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rUrancs I,'|,||||||.| W Are Indepa i
The Blue Cross names and symbol are registered seodce marks of the Blue Cross &ssocialion
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RightPlan PR 40

Featuring PlanScape®
Keeping Californians Covered...

The Power of Blue "

Health coverage for every househaold
member and every household budget:

Affordable plans for the whole family.

1 B o The Blue Cioss

ULAPUDGDGS Lk

/1975-200%\

.

NIVERSARN

A.B.A. INSURANCE SERVICES

BEDROS SIAMANTO

NMARONIARN

ONE EIGHT HUNDHRED FOUR "HAI-TAD"

AUTHORIZED AGENT FOR BLUE CROSS OF CALIFORNIA LIC. # 0434056




vuuuhu

GUprU@, UU3hU 26, 2007-t3 7

hPULLUL SUGLUMh
LAFSUUL UNURUNY

8U.rNRF-hRY UUIMBUY

uilgilnll 3-4 ZLuFLu[JZl b[1n1_
wp: Uy ppuqupdne [P titibpl Lfl
Naphu Grgpip dwsp, $nefFhif
Pllp, Cfprym Umpprghfs &peti-
v (fi bwfrwgqulh wpwymolifi wiig=-
yreliiop: Ugu prypnph G pfpts be
lpufple: sy [Friegply bpliengfdp g
opn wmwplbqupdp: GFL wyms dp
dp whung «Skpnustbpp, ncg-
Qb ufi=Mhpdqdbym bnbwlp, fpkiy
prpnp dwbilpucfliibpnd, [FL g
husgfits ke Upre Fualputs i pne
Llilumﬁl.llll llJ.LllelLLll’ 4LULLUZIO[142I LULb-
pufPugp dp npgbgpbhi: U=
upts, niikp whwnyunnbuwls Sk pp p-
bl.l.lzl qOFLULHF i[lz’nL”FLllqluzl nL(f[l
e popugpts fupes i fle -
/Jbl.llzl mLULliwlﬂLlyE !Lllzlll_bgluL LLILb-
1 pPp be GuSnnm wpg foiplil-
whdbpphbwl dngnnepgp, hp Uhp-
fypuay fryfowstsene [Flisid p s Ruigs puag fr-
mwé prlifi be vwlpu gl bpkend [Ju-
bphfpp, pruqlughem uheliifi=fif
be phepin S gl pilipk, hup bl
e Lw[qu_l.u4 '7]an[1 uﬁil[l# /73
/Jt ((LUILLU#E[”L/J[ILZIE Lut.l.upuuub’
4‘», Zlbplllu![lu é‘wquil#ﬁ l[’l.upd‘l.u-
by fpp fuly frgfubine Fhads b

gL
Lhpp fpingfits jue Spugpud pypog
LUFZWLWZI#E, u:.ullluﬂl b[’Fb# z!;[ﬁ:

lylul{LUFHL/J[ILZIE’ ﬁt Ilpanl.Ub’ l.l.lLb-

[1[1L LI1I1LZIIIJ.U[1&E bL Ft szll.llLLlellt,
Smudp: Grnepf 4dwmmphubpl ffbp,
Ny pofotinc Bfrtip i sy jin=
fuagroeSarne [Hiwsls 8 [Fiarsgripunfy B FL9
bL Llllll.llglupq"LLub’ F”lnﬂ lnL&"Lly—
pre Cwuilblnl_: aLbl[l &ﬁ&wrllil[ﬂl
il § g Wrey, fopp Spussqun oy i
hp gwyiil np fppwphul Supgf
qufnpnpl, wupipl 2008 [Frw-
Pblimbne dp wpmp pypug: f1e-
[ pliwls ngpbpgneFholip wyfinf
qwpnihlncf hp Ubphug puli-
Il,nLlj‘Zlbp"l{:

P2 4PV LLLUL
LNhoUUL QEREIL

Sp bp p8dbdp wpushy fpmphuh
wmwpphbp  qrgdbpp fpmpoe qbd
4Luill?lnl[ |73 bpl[p[ﬂl ml;ul.ul[ JE
Jwﬂ:emu‘:b Fﬂ_ilnL[;ﬁLiIilpr Lut_l;l[1
Swin b $fghpwlmls pubignd-
illipnl[, [lilZultu 71778 uu)‘l;pﬁl[wgﬁ
[Phcup, Shswdwuiing [Fhwdp fif
plepinf pghe, jugns fiputs Ip np
b ;. Guslpuannly Ul
Dmlﬁ@w!ﬁb iu.u[uw&bn.ilnL[;[lLilbb-
Luill[wpnll brlmL iln[1 gw!lbp wnlibi=-
g

bpupf puiqupuljuts qhlu-
Jupbbpp upcbf, o fif, pfepm,
lluuuu‘:nl_ﬁ[n_b Zlbpzilzbb [IZ[LILU-
umb:l&blnl_ 4Lu1flul1: L'ilmpblul llb-
l[m:{mpill;pﬂ ‘-’[4'""{.’ £ l[l.un_uult.upbfl
[’""Jb'l l[bgnLLub"gill;p!;b: mel[w-
ul!;u wuiw4n1[n1_/z7[nuil LYLupthI ilbpu,
é‘blnL bpl[pl;il ilbpu q_npb'nrl pug-

LI )
UUGLULUSULELR U LRRLL
LU3PLELP LORCELNR

dufFfe «dpyprurtbpp, ppmpgh [#4
oummmp: p yumlwuPby Swplhpis, fu-
[1[7[[1 4‘ un!il lrllllpr[l ((l?[l[fl”)}ilb[lﬂ
hpunibky bphph wuypwSnd ot
gubghpne 540 Uyu fbpfplitikpp
whnph ffmp qubl ppbug qbuphpp,
Pusghin, be £ Suaply & gk it
wlwphl sl fud puligne [Fhuig
Ugyu Sppkli ubpu ll’ll’z!i"”! 77777 7%
« ity pupdp wamnplwhf
SEY ubpuniibyn: Yuntip gunlju=-
wbu Whpluy B ufictinf S gl pbls
bl pkdpdp Shwmgnpyibpp:

b pp dp unbgsduts bFE fupkf

Ellll.l! 2ll.llbL p[u.[unb[:nl. Oll,lﬂl.llll_ﬂ[l-

ulf[;il u[lu[luuyuull uuulb ﬁ[uu-
& fiipls wggugfis 8o [Pl pu-
ill.ll&bLE JE Zang) [IprL lﬂbulll.l-
qulil bL _gll.llllll#l.llllll.lil Ll_ﬂﬂé'ﬂLiltﬂL-
lllﬂbllé’ﬂL[l [llllllZl.llflﬂL/;[lLil bL e{ll.l-
pulpuitifr, qhuypbipne Ubplmyg qpne-
[limdp, hpuwph §p uspuninng pu-
ﬁ[uuillll Eo ”an[an Jﬁgwﬁmnl_-
Phiip bphpth ukpu, pp prpnp
pll puppne [Ffulibibipng:

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

BID REQUEST

Qualified“ A” licensed Contractor sareinvited tosubmit asealed bid
on Project E06-53, Taxiway D Extension Project to the Burbank-
Glendale-Pasadena Airport Authority by 2:05 PM, June 20, 2007.
Thework ingeneral includes, butisnot limited tothefollowing:
Extension of Taxiway D east of Taxiway A in Asphalt Concrete(AC)
and Portland Cement Concr ete(PCC) Pavements

Construction of new PCC Taxiway D1and D2

Reconstruction of AC Taxiway D7

Construction of threejet blast fences

Construction of realigned AC Airport ServiceRoad

Construction of new and modified taxiway edgelights, new taxiway
centerlinelights,and runway guar dlightsand new/modified runway
edgelights

Construction of newandrelocated air port guidancesigns

M odification Basematerial

Construction of newand modified drainagefacilities

Construction of anew Security Check Point

M odificationstoexistingutilities

Taxiway and ServiceRoad M arkingand Striping

Mill and Fill pavement on aportion of Taxiway A

Additive Bid Item 1 provides for PCC Pavement in lieu of AC
Pavement for thewester ly portion of the Taxiway D Extension.
Additive Bid Item 2 provided for a design/build extension for the
Engineered Material Arresting System (EMAYS)

AdditiveBid Item 3increasestheheight of thenew blast fence No.
2 from 8feet to 14 feet high.

Bidders may obtain construction documents from the Bob Hope
Airport Web Siteat bobhopeair port.com under BusinessOppor tuni-
tiesand areencouraged todosoprior tothesiteinspectiontour. All
Bidders shall register with the Airport Engineering Department
either viaweb siteor in per son. Bidssubmitted by firmswhohavenot
registered with Airport Engineeringwill beconsider ed non-respon-
sive. A Sitelnspection tour hasbeen scheduled for June6, at 10:00
A.M.attheBobHopeAirport Engineering Offices, 2800N. Clybourn
Ave.Burbank, California.
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HYE INSURANCE SERVICES

1807 W. Glenoaks Blvd., Suite 202

HARUT DER-TAVITIAN
License #0B28270

Glendale, CA 91201

Tel.: 818/502-3233
Fax: 818/502-3244
Pgr.: 818/608-9898
info@excelhye.com
www.excelhye.com
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New Offices For Lease
IN PASADENA

On Allen Ave. *+ South of Washington Blvd.

ALL UTILITIES ARE INCLUDED

For More Details

Call Vartan
(626) 255-2537
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Armenia’'sOpposition ToContest Election Results
InTheConstitutional Court

Armenia’ s most radical opposi-
tion groups said they will join more
moderate opposition parties in con-
testing the official election results in
the court as they again rallied thou-
sands of supporters in Yerevan on
Friday.

The move came as another indi-
cation that the Hanrapetutyun and Nor
Zhamanakner partiesand the | mpeach-
ment bloc will avoid apotentially vio-
lent confrontation with the Armenian
authorities for the time being. Nor
Zhamanakner already announced on
Thursday that it will ask the Constitu-
tional Courttoannul theofficial results
of the May 12 parliamentary elections
that gaveacrushing victory to political
allies of Robert Kocharian.

Hanrapetutyun leader Aram
Sarkisian and another prominent op-
positionist, Stepan Demirchian of the
People's Party of Armenia (HZhK),
told about three thousand supporters
that they will also file separate law-
suits.

“We are preparing documents to
appeal tothe Constitutional Court, and
wewill need your support. We haveto
standfirmand beconsistent,” Sarkisian
saidinhisspeechat therally heldinthe
city’s Liberty Square.

Demirchian, left, Pashinian, center,and
Sarkisian talk duringtherally

“| promiseall of you, all interna-
tional observers, the entire world
watching Armeniathat we will submit
such facts that will leave no doubts
that the elections were rigged,” he
said, promising a “tough fight” in
Armenia’s top court.

Still, Sarkisian madeit clear that
heand other radical oppositionistscon-
tinue to regard street protests as the
main means of political struggle. “I
don't expect the Constitutional Court
toruleinour favor,” hesaid. “Makeno
mistakeabout that. ThisConstitutional
Court will never make such adecision
... Inthat court, we will simply prove
our righteousness to everyone.”

Continued on page3

L evon Gulian'sDeath I n Police Custody
| nter national Human RightsOr ganization Calls
For ThoroughAnd | ndependent Inquiry

An international hu-
man rightsorganization has
joined its Armenian coun-
terparts in demanding a
“thorough and indepen-
dent” inquiry into last |
week’ sdeathinpolicecus-
tody of a young man
widely regarded asthe | at- |
est victim of policebrutal-
ity in Armenia.

LevonGuliandiedon
Saturday whilebeing ques-
tioned at the Armenian po-
lice headquarters as a pre-

Levon Gulian’ssister Armineleadinga

sumed witness of adeadly memorial procession

shooting that took place

outside his Y erevan restaurant earlier
last week. The police claimed that
during the interrogation he tried to
escape through a window but slipped
and fell to his death from the second
floor of the police building.

Gulian's family vehemently re-
jected this theory, saying that the 30-
year-old father of two was tortured to
death by police investigators. Family
members say his body carries numer-
ous traces of violence and will not be
buried until it isexamined by indepen-
dent forensic experts. More than a
dozen of them, joined by Armenian
human rights and other civic activists,
demonstrated outside the national Po-
lice Service on Tuesday.

“We will go to the end,” said

Gulian's sister Armine. “We will do
everythingtohavetheguilty punished.”

“l suspect that Levon’'s death
was caused by torture. Let the police
provethe opposite,” Artak Kirakosian
of the Civil Society Institute, told an
ensued news conference.

Aaron Rhodes, executive direc-
tor of the International Helsinki Fed-
eration for Human Rights (IHF), de-
scribed these suspicions as “legiti-
mate” in aletter to Lieutenant-General
Hayk Harutiunian, chief of the Police
Service, sent on Thursday. Rhodes
cited a” past record of suspiciouscases
of death in police custody in Armenia
and the fact that torture and ill-treat-

Continued on page4

Co-Chairmen Of Minsk Group OnK arabakh
Conflict Settlement VisitingArmenia

The co-chairmen of the Minsk
Group on Nagorno-Karabakh have ar-
rived in Yerevan to look for ways of
conflict settlement.

The representatives of Russia and
France, Yuri Mezlyakov and Bernard
Fassier, met on Wednesday with Arme-
nian Foreign Minister Vartan Oskanyan.

“An accent was made on so far
unsettled principles of Karabakh settle-
ment,” a spokesman at the Foreign
Ministry’s information department told
ITAR-TASS.

The sides a so discussed a“calen-
dar of future meetings’.

The co-chairmen will hear out
stances of the sides and discuss a possi-
bility for holding a next meetin of the

Armenian and Azerbaijani presidents.

Anaccordonthevisit of theMinsk
Group’s co-chairmen was reached at a
meeting of Oskanyan and Azerbaijani
Foreign Minister Elmar Mamedyarov in
Belgradeon April 18.

They attended ameeting of foreign
ministers of the Black Sea Economic
Cooperation Organisation.

The co-chairmen of the OSCE
Minsk Group, who represent Russia,
France and the US, aswell asan aideto
the OSCE chairman attended the meet-
ing of the Armenian and Azerbaijani
foreign ministers.

The co-chairmen proposed to the
sidesideasfor examination, thecommu-
nigque of the Belgrade meeting said.

justice source said on Wednesday.

Greece over the burning.

Greek AuthoritiesPressChargesOver TurkisnFlag
Burnt I nArmenian Demonstration

A prosecutor in the northern Greek city of Salonika has pressed charges
against unidentified persons who burned a Turkish flag during a Greek-
Armenian demonstration at the city’s Turkish consulate last month, a local

The charge of insulting the symbol of a foreign state will enable the
perpetrators to be brought to justice should they be identified via photographs
and video shot during the demonstration.

Theincident occurred during an April 24 demonstration to mark the 92nd
anniversary of massacres committed against Armenians by the Ottoman
Empire during World War |. The Turkish consular authorities complained to

Armenian and Francel ssueJoint Samp

YEREVAN -- Haypost (Arme-
nian Post Service) and France's La
Poste issued today in the framework
of the Year of France in Armenia spe-
cial commemorative stamps. The First
Day Issue was celebrated at the Em-
bassy of Francein Armenia. A parallel
event was also held in Paris, France.
The stamps have avalue of 350 AMD
and 70AMD in Armeniaand 0.85EUR
and 0.54EUR in France. The stamps
represent the fragments of the famous
spiritual art and piecesof Armeniaand
France.

The Armenian stamp is a frag-
ment of a manuscript “Nativity” of
15th century Lectionary, whichiscur-
rently kept in Matenadaran depository
of old manuscripts. The French stamp
has afragment of thefamous* Smiling
Angel” statue, part of ensemble of the
Our Lady of Rheims Catholic Cathe-
dral, which dates also to the 15th

(T R

T AL
century.
"We are very proud and excited

that HayPost, the National Postal Op-
erator of Armenia, can contribute to

Continued on page4

U.S. Embassy Offers Online Scheduling Of

Nonimmigrant Visa Appointments

The U.S. Embassy in Armenia said applicants for nonimmigrant visas to
visit the United States may now make visainterview appointmentsonline at the
web site: www.usa.am. Applicants should first pay their application fee in
Armenian dram at any of the 40 branches of Armeconom Bank. Then they can
visit the web site to fill out and print their application form and make an
interview appointment.

Starting immediately, applicantswho makeinterview appointmentsonline
will begiven preferencefor appointments. And beginning June 11, 2007 all U.S.
nonimmigrant visa applicants will be required to make their appointments
online.
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Cyprus

SD Hunchakian Party I nauguratesCenter in Nicosia

NIl COSIA
(GIBRAHAYER) -- In the
presence of all Armenian
political parties and|
organisations, Archbishop
Hergelian and clergy, offi-
ciasof the SD Hunchakian
Party of Lebanon, the Ar-
menianrepresentativeinthe
Cyprus Parliament Vartkes
Mahdessianand community
members, the SDHP of
Cyprus inaugurated their
new center in Nicosia on
Friday 11 May at 8:00 pm.

Speakers at the cer-
emony were Armenian in-
tellectual Bebo Simonian
from Lebanon, Sarkis
Bedigian of the SDHP Ex-
ecutiveCommitteeof L eba-
non, Cyprus SDHP Chair-
man Hagop Dickranian,
master of ceremonies Avo
Poshoghlian on behalf of
Nor Serount Cultural Association and
Armenian Representative in the Cyprus
House Vartkes Mahdessian.

Avo Poshoghlian in his remarks
said that after the closure of Melkonian
the character of the Armenian commu-
nity had started changing and the open-
ing of this center isaliving testimony of
thisspecially to the new generation who
will attend thisclubandlearntogiveand
not take what is ready.

SDHP CyprusExecutive Commit-
tee chairman Hagop Dickranian, said

Bebo Simonian cuttingtheribbon,with ArmenianMPin
theCyprusParliament VartkesM ahdessianand Ar ch-
bishop VaroujanHergelianlookingon

that their party would work for strength-
ening ties between Armenian political
parties striving at the same time for
common goals on all fronts, while Ar-
menian MPintheCyprusHouseV artkes
Mahdessian in his speech, wished the
new Armenian organisation a path that
would strengthen the Armenian spirit,
specially with the younger generations
and would have asits objectivetheunity
and prosperity of ArmenianlifeinCyprus.

Community memberslater fled the
rainfor snacksand drinksin the premises
of the new Hunchakian homein Nicosia.

HandcuffsFor Azaryan, FlowersFor Police

CEC receptionist

“Awarded to Garegin Azaryan,
the best rigger of 2007 parliamentary
elections, the best myrmidon of Rob-
ert Kocharyan” diplomawashanded to
the receptionist of the CEC by Narek
Galstyan, head of the* Sargis Tkhruni”
Y outh Student Union of Social Demo-
cratic Hunchakian Party (SDHP). “We
really want to congratulateandto award
Garegin Azaryan, since he really
worked hard and desired to please
Robert K ocharyan and Serge Sargsyan.
If the labor of each person was prop-
erly evaluated in Armenia, we would
be in a better situation today”, said
Narek Galstyan.

This initiative of the SDHP
“SargisTkhruni” Y outh Student Union
was supported by the “Impeachment”
bloc and all the youth wings of oppo-
sition powers. “If only we were the
magjority, the CEC would pay for its

“ SargisTkuni" Y outh Stuent Union member spresentingthediplomato

drawn figures’, considers the young
political actor. Reflecting on the 2003
elections and 2005 referendum on the
constitutional reforms, Narek Gal styan
noted. “That was our error. The
present government is not legitimate,
and they have not collected enough
votes. It is a fact that the nation is
disappointedintheopposition. Weneed
radical changes in the country today”.

Narek Galstyan assured that one
day Garegin Azaryan and his co-
minders would appear in the building
of the National Security Service, since
they were allegedly national criminals
and harmed the National Security. The
young actor also stated that 99,9 per-
cent of students were members of the
“ Armenian Republican Party” and“We
do not want to collaborate with them.
Today an active student should not be
a member of students' council”.

TwoWounded In Gyumri Shootout Between Rival
Pro-Government Groups

At least two people were
wounded in a weekend gunfight in
Armenia’s second largest city of
Gyumri that involved a son of its con-
troversial Mayor Vartan Ghukasian.

Law-enforcement authorities
promptly launched a criminal investi-
gation into the shootout that broke out
on a street intersection in the city
center on Sunday evening. Prosecu-
tors said two groups of “unknown
individuals” exchangedfireinstill un-
certain circumstances. “All necessary
measures are being taken to clarify
circumstancesof theincident andiden-
tify individuals who committed the
crime,” the spokeswoman for the Pros-
ecutor-General’ sOffice, SonaTruzian,
told RFE/RL on Monday.

According to unconfirmed re-
ports, they were led by Ghukasian's
son Spartak and Rustam Sargsian, the
son of alocal businessman and alocal
|eader of the pro-presidential Prosper-
ous ArmeniaParty (BHK).

Later on Sunday, police found an
expensive SUV which isknown to have
been used by Spartak Ghukasian and
was apparently involved in the high-
profileincident. The black Hummer was
riddled with bullet holes.

Truzian said the car is formally
owned by a certain Artyom Ghukasian
but would not specify whether the man
isrelated tothe mayor. Shealso said that
an innocent passerby as well as a 28-
year-old man were wounded in the
shootout.

The man, identified as Norayr
Aloyan, underwent surgery in a local
hospital and remained in intensive care
there on Monday. Members of the
Ghukasian clan could be seen waiting
outside the hospital on Sunday night,
suggesting that he might be connected to

them.

There were rumorsthat Sargsian
was also injured in the gunfight. How-
ever, the hospital administration in-
sisted that he was not treated there.

The two families have business
interestsin Gyumri but have no history
of commercial disputes. Spartak
Ghukasian, whose father heads the
regional branch of PrimeMinister Serzh
Sarkisian’s Republican Party (HHK),
issaid to have quarreled with Sargsian
inaGyumri restaurant earlier thisweek,
allegedly blasting the latter for his
family’ stieswith therival BHK.

Ghukasian is no stranger to con-
troversy, having been repeatedly impli-
cated in violent incidents periodically
reported from Gyumri. A newspaper
last year accused him of bullying and
beatingawell-knowncriticof hisequally
controversial father. Thelatter hasearned
notoriety for his flamboyant behavior
that has occasionally turned violent.

L ess than two months ago Mayor
Ghukasian survived an apparent attempt
on his life when unknown gunmen
opened fire on his motorcade, killing
three of his bodyguards.

Thelatest incident only added to a
widespread sense of insecurity among
residents of Gyumri. One middle-aged
woman was at the scene of the gunfight
when it broke out but was too scared to
divulgeany detailsto RFE/RL. “| havea
sonanddon’twanttoget himintrouble,”
she explained.

“Law is not enforced here,” said
another, maleresident. “I’m now scared
of going out.”

“If they earned aliving like ordi-
nary people do, there would never be
such shootings. They’ ve got everything
and, unlike us, have time to shoot each
other,” he added with sarcasm.

Armenia SendsNew Rotation Of TroopsTo K osovo

Armenia sent a fresh contingent
of troopsto Kosovo on Wednesday, in
a regular rotation of its small peace-
keeping force serving there under
NATO command.

The platoon of 34 servicemen
were to join a Greek army battalion
deployed in the east of the former
Y ugoslav province. They will rotatein
for the same number of Armenian
soldiersthat have completed their six-
month tour of duty.

The troops left Yerevan after a
farewell ceremony attended by De-
fenseMinister Mikael Harutiunian and
other top military officials. Many of

them have already served in Kosovo
and Iraq where 46 Armenian soldiers
havebeen deployed since January 2005.

“We already have a steady con-
tribution to international security,”
Harutiunian said in a speech at the
ceremony. “In both Kosovo and Iraq,
we have acquired the reputation of a
reliablepartner.”

The deployment of Armenian
troops in Kosovo in February 2004
marked the start of Armenia’s first-
ever military mission abroad. The de-
velopment highlighted the strengthen-
ing of its security tieswith NATO and
the United States in particular.

Armenian Officer Woundedinlraq
HasTreatmentin US

YEREVAN -- Defense minister
Mikael Harutunian said today the Ar-
menian senior lieutenant Gevorg
Nalbandian, who was wounded while
on duty in Iraq in 2006 November, is
recuperating at a US-based hospital.
Gevorg Nalbandianwaswounded while
on amission to defuse mines. He lost
hisleginaroadsidebomb explosionin
which one Polish and one Slovak sol-
dier were killed in south-central Iraq.
The bomb exploded near the town of
Al Kut in Wasit province asamultina-
tional convoy was returning to base.
Another Polish soldier and Gevorg

Nalbandian were wounded in the at-
tack and rushed to hospital by helicop-
ter.

He was first transported to an
Americanmilitary hospital in Germany
for treatment and then to the USA.
The minister said today after recu-
peration Nalbandian will return to Ar-
menia to continue his service to the
homeland. Harutunian said a prosthe-
sis was made for him, but he needs
time to get adapted to it.
"We have al so considered anumber of
positions which he can hold when
back home,” the minister said
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Election Fraud Occured inArmenia-
But Not at the Ballot Box

“Today, even those defeated po-
litical forceswho refrain from stating
that fraud occured at the ballot box,
agreewith theaboveobservation. One
can't say that ballot stuffing or an
incorrect vote count took place or
that some went to the polls under
false identities and cast their votes.
No, people went to the ballot box and
cast their vote with their own hands.
But that’ s not to say that the electoral
process was fair and just. It’s diffi-
cult in a society where most every-
body knows everyone else to hand
out bribes and keep it under wraps.”
These are the comments of Hrayr
Tovmasyan, a post-graduate student
of jurisprudence and a lawyer with
the Project to Strengthen the Legal
System, asto why election bribes are
offered and accepted.

- Why Do People Accept Elec-
tion Bribes?

- Thefirst reason is the absence
of atradition of legal guidelines. The
prevailing mentality that nothing will
changeanyway isdeeply embeddedin
the populace. According to my obser-
vations, a large segment of society
thus believes that “whoever is meant
towin, will win" and given that their
voteismeaninglessanyway they might
as well profit from voting. In other
words, accepting a bribe. Another
important factor is the poor socio-
economic situation. | often portray
the Armenian bribe taker as someone
who has spent a long time in the
desert without food or water. Sud-
denly, two people appear. One prom-
ises to give him a piece of bread and
aglass of water if our desert dweller
votes in his favor. The second prom-
ises to show him the road to follow to
reach a supply of both food and wa-
ter. The man takes the immediate
offer of the bread and water, not
realizingthat he'll still beinthe desert
for the foreseeable future. | should
add that the man also isn’t convinced
that he'll be shown the correct pathin
order to reach the promised food and
drink. There' sanother reason aswell.
Around her, if we catch someone
stealing money from our pocket we
naturally call him a thief. But those
who stuff ballots and deal in bribes,
etc, are not considered criminals in
our society. On the contrary, they're
seen as the “clever” ones. People
convicted of handing out or taking
election bribes can face from 2-5
years imprisonment. Imagine, in the
course of just one day a major seg-
ment of our society became crimi-
nals. Andit’ samazing that even high-
level government officialscall for the
abolishment of bribery and for people
to vote according to their conscience.
That’s like calling on people to rape,
steal and Kkill. Our society doesn't
consider bribery a crime. This is a
manifestation of the low level of our
political culture. After electionspeople
do not see any change of leadership
nor any improvement in their lives. If
weexcludethe overthrow of the Com-
muni st regime and the regime change
following the internal political wran-
gling of 1998, we can say that el ections
in Armenia have not produced any
changein the ruling regime.

K.
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Hrayr Tovmasyan

- Why Are Election Bribes
Handed Out?

- In Armenia, holding on to the
reins of power is the most direct route
to self-enrichment. Power allows one
tobeinanideal positionto partakeinthe
distribution of wealth and property.
Political power also makes it easier to
defend one’'s accumulated wealth as
other, legal means, to do so are absent;
namely afree and fair court system. So
we are faced with both bribe giversand
takers. Together they form a self-per-
petuating cycle. Election fraud has
changedinformonly. Whereasin 2003,
it surfaced in the form of beatings,
theft, etc, today, the purveyors of fraud
go knocking from door-to-door, mak-
ing deals and handing out bribes.

-Why We're Faced With This
Situation?

- Naturally, these phenomena
are deeply rooted. Until theend of the
19th century Armenianshad no politi-
cal state while the rest of the world
was advancing and strengthening the
development of a“ civil society” within
their boundaries. Meanwhile, Arme-
nian society was giving birth to con-
cepts such as political expediency
and passivity. There are two sayings
which are unique to Armenians. |
haven’t even come across versions of
these sayings in other cultures. The
sayings are, “ Where there’'s bread,
golivethere’,and“Y ouhavenails, go
scratch your head”. Such a genetic
mentality doesn’t bode well for Ar-
menians engaged in elections.

- What Needs To Be Done To
Correct This Situation?

- If we usethelexicon of achess
game then it’s not possible to calcu-
late the one correct move that might
give us a positional advantage. In the
best scenario, only a combination of
moves might help us avoid defeat.
Election fraud is the symptom of the
problem To correct the situation we
must identify and root out the causes.
Political power should not be allowed
to become so seductive nor should it
become a means to obtain wealth and
later protect it. Only then, will people
understand that, in reality, serving as
amember of the National Assemblyis
quite athankless and demanding job.

- What About The European
Election Observers?

- The observers surely felt that
something was going on during the
election process but understood that
they were in no position to make any
blanket statements to this effect. But
we can talk about widespread el ection

Aleksandr Arzumanian'sFamily Condemns

ExX-FM’sArrest, P

eadsFor Support

Thefamily of Aleksandr
Arzumanian on Thursday
condemned as politically
motivated and groundlessthe
accusations of money laun-
deringthat havebeenleveled
against thejailed former for-
eign minister staunchly op-
posed to Armenia’s leader-
ship.

Thecondemnationwas
echoed by some of
Armenia’s most famous hu-
man rightscampaignerswho
pledged to fight for his re-
lease.

Arzumanianwasarrested on May
7 and remanded in pre-trial detention
three days later as part of an ongoing
criminal investigation into the alleged
financing of hisCivil ResistanceMove-
ment by a fugitive Russian-Armenian
businessman. The arrest came two
days after officers of the National
Security Service (NSS) searched his
Yerevan apartment and confiscated
$55,4000 kept there. They also confis-
cated a comparable amount of cash
from the Y erevan apartment of Vahan
Shirkhanian, another movement | eader
and former government minister.

“All of us who know Aleksandr
Arzumanian, personally or by reputa-
tion, believe that the criminal charges
are absurd, that his arrest is part of an
ongoing campaign by the current |ead-
ership of violence and intimidation,
bribery and misuse of administration
resources, aimed at suppressing true
democracy and humanrightsin Arme-
nia,” theopposition politician’ sclosest
relatives said in a statement.

They appealedto his“friendsand
colleaguesin Armenia and abroad” to
help securehisreleasefromjail. “Letit
be known to the leadership and the
peopleof Armeniathat you arefollow-
ing this case, that you are concerned,
that you care,” the statement said.

Arzumanian’s American wife,
Melissa Brown, said she also sent a
separate appeal tothe U.S. embassy in
Y erevan.

TheNSSclaimsthat Arzumanian
and Shirkhanian received a total of
$180,000for subversive purposesfrom
Levon Markos, an ethnic Armenian
citizen of Russiawho iswanted by the

Aleksandr Arzumanian

Y erevangovernment for alleged finan-
cial fraud. Thesecurity agency charged
theformer foreign minister withtrying
to*“legalizerevenuesobtained by crimi-
nal means.” Both men deny receiving
any cash from Markos.

Arzumanian’'s defense lawyer,
Hovik Arsenian, said NSS investiga-
tors would have no grounds to pros-
ecute his client even if he admitted
being financed by the fugitive busi-
nessman. He argued that just because
Markos is on the run does not mean
that hisearnings areillegal.

“They have not verified and will
never verify whether that money was
indeed earned by unlawful means,”
Arsenian told journalists, again dis-
missing the charges as politically mo-
tivated. He claimed that the authorities
brought the case to hold radical oppo-
sition groups in check.

“According to our information,
even government officials often go to
Moscow and meet Levon Markos,”
said Edik Baghdasarian, a prominent
investigative journalist. “The authori-
tiesknow hiswhereabouts. But if they
want, wecantell themwherehelives.”

Baghdasarianisoneof six human
rights campaigners and other promi-
nent public figures who issued a sepa-
rate statement in support of
Arzumanian. “ The political subtext of
his persecution is palpable,” the state-
ment said.

The signatories, among them So-
viet-eradissident VartanHarutiunianand
the head of the Armenian affiliate of the
anti-corruption organization Transpar-
ency International, Amalia Kostanian,
also vowed to save no effort to cam-
paign for the ex-minister’s release.

Opposition ToContest Election Results
InTheCongtitutional Court

Continued frompagel

“We will certainly win,” de-
clared Nikol Pashinian, ayoung Im-
peachment leader who held a two-
day sit-in in the square to try to
attract for the opposition campaign.

The opposition trio have so far
failed to pull crowds big enough to
threaten the Kocharian
administration’s hold on power.
Many opposition activists and sup-
porters are clearly demoralized by
Western observers’ positive evalua-

tion of the authorities' conduct of
the elections.

Also addressing the crowd were
Demirchianand HeghineBisharian, a
leading member of former parlia-
ment speaker Artur Baghdasarian's
Orinats Yerkir Party. The latter also
intends to appeal the election results
in the Constitutional Court despite
winning more parliament seats than
any other opposition force.

“We will fight with all opposi-
tion force for a free and democratic
Armenia,” said Bisharian.

bribes because we are members of
this society and are intimately aware
of who’'s who and what’s what. The
observers didn’t have such a vantage
point. Thus, wecan'treally blamethe

observers for turning a blind eye on
the problem of election fraud. And
bribery is one of it's most compli-
cated criminal manifestations.
Interview by Lena Nazaryan
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Armenian BoneMarrow RegistryAnnounces
2nd Annual walkathon

OrganizersHopeTo Raise Public AwarenessFor The Cause,
Raise Funds To Cover Tissue Typing Expenses

LOSANGELES-- In partnership
with GlendaleMemorial Hospital, The
Armenian Bone Marrow Donor Regis-
try (ABMDR) announced that its 2nd
annual Walk-a-thon will take place
Saturday, June 9th at Glendale High
School’s Moyse Stadium.

Over 500 community members,
donors, patients, and their family mem-
bers are expected to turnout for the
5K/10K walkathonaspart of ABMDR’s
annual fundraising event.

With headquartersin Los Ange-
lesandlaboratory facilitiesin Y erevan,
Armenia, the ABMDR is a not-for-
profit organizationwhosemissionisto
ensure that every ethnic Armenian
struck with a life-threatening blood-
related illness is able to find hope for
long-term survival through the identi-
fication of a genetically suitable bone
marrow match. Since December 2000,
through cross-national cooperation,
the ABMDR hasregistered over 12,000
donors, received and processed over
780 search requests, identified 480
potential matches, and facilitated six
bone marrow and stem cell transplants
in Armenia, the United States, and
Europe.

ABMDR President Dr. Jordan
is excited about this year's event:
“We are a grassroots organization
that relies on the support of a broad
cross-section of thecommunity. The
walkathon is a great opportunity for
families, forindividualsof all agesto
participate in thisimportant cause.”

In addition to raising money for
the ABMDR, the event will givethose
who have still not registered a chance
to do so; a booth will be set up to take

ahmpathdts THEAST gy

mouth samples with a simple swab of
the cheek. Samples are then sent to
the lab for processing to determine if
there is amatch for a patient in need.
Immediately following thewalk,
volunteers and walkers will come to-
gether to celebrate their success, en-
joying free food and entertainment
scheduled to last until noon. Regis-
tered walkers will receive the event’'s
official T-shirt and a goody bag filled
with fun things and nutritious snacks.
Interested walkers can register
on-line at: www.matchforlife.org, or
by calling (323) 663-3609. Same day
registrationwill also beaccepted at the
door from 7:30 am. to 9:00 am. The
registration fee is $20.00 (until June
5th) or $25.00 on the day of the event.
Strollers and wheelchairs are wel-
come. There will be a moon bouncer
for childrento play whiletheadultsare
walking and enjoying the festivities.
This year’'s Walkathon is en-
dorsed by the Glendale Unified School
District and the Armenian Nurses As-
sociation, and the sponsorsare: Provi-
dence St Joseph Medical Center, Next
Day Color, Glendale Adventist Medi-
cal Center, Cal National, Horizon 24
Hours Armenian Television and De-
sign by Naz.
Those who wish to learn more
about the Registry may do so by going
to the web site at www.abmdr.am.

Homenmen Marathon
Training Team

For more information

Call

Visit

(818) 425-0836
E-mail : Homenmen@homenmen.org

s www.nyspace.com/homenmen

Express your opinion
send your letters to Massis Weekly

L evon Gulian'sDeath In Police Custody

Continued frompagel

ment by the policeremain seriousprob-
lems.” He urged Harutiunian to “en-
surethat all the circumstances|eading
to[Gulian’ s| deathbeinvestigated thor-
oughly and independently.”

The outcry already forced
Harutiunian to order earlier this week
an internal police inquiry into the ex-
traordinary incident, which is also be-
inginvestigated by Armenian prosecu-
tors. The Office of the Prosecutor-
General launched a criminal case un-
der anarticleof the Armenian Criminal
Codethat dealswith caseswhereindi-
viduals are forced to commit suicide.

The dead man'’ srelatives fear this
is a sign that the prosecutors will clear
the police of any wrongdoing. They
wroteto Prime Minister Serzh Sarkisian
on Tuesday, asking him to prevent what
they see as a high-level cover-up.

Sarkisian assured reporters on
Wednesday that he took the relatives
concerns seriously. “Once the [police]
inquiry isover, relevant bodieswill pro-
videinformation to the public,” he said.

Gulian was the owner of arestau-
rant in Yerevan's southern Shengavit
district near which aman was shot dead
on May 9 in areported dispute between
two groups of unknown individuals.
Gulian was detained and questioned for

two days at Shengavit’s police depart-
ment. He was set free only to be again
arrested by the Police Service's Direc-
torate General of Crimina Investiga-
tions. Family members say Gulian told
themthat hewasbadly mistreated by the
Shengavit police before being driven to
hislastinterrogationby Hovik Tamamian,
deputy chief of the feared police unit.

Tamamian is known as a figure
closeto Robert Kocharian who played a
major role in a2004 government crack-
down on the Armenian opposition. He
wassacked aschief of central Yerevan's
police department and given his current
post last year, reportedly under pressure
from the police leadership.

Sayad Shirinian, the chief police
spokesman, chided thepresson Wednes-
day for“speculating” about Tamamian’'s
possibleinvolvementintheman’ sdeath.
“If itisestablishedthat Hovik Tamamian
was involved, all of us will condemn
him,” he said.

The family of Gulian agreed to
bury the father of two on Monday only
after hisbody, which they say had traces
of violence, was examined by medical
experts from Belgium and Germany.
The two experts were due to present
theirconclusionstojournalistsinY erevan
on Saturday. But their news conference
was cancelled at the last minute for
reasons that remain unclear.

Armenian and Francel ssueJoint Samp

Continued frompagel

the year of France in Armenia’, said
Hans Boon, the Trust Manager of
HayPost CJSC.

" Stamps are much morethan the
traditional meansof payment for trans-
porting aletter.

Stamps express a message to the
whole world, and we are glad that the
joint issue is such a perfect demon-
stration of the long-term and intense
friendship between the nations of
France and Armenia, both with arich
culture. We trust that the issue of the
stamp encourages to personal com-
munications between the two nations
and all others.

Starting January 2007 the exclu-
sive right of issuance of the postal
stampshasbeentransferred to HayPost
CJSC- Armenian National Postal Op-

erator.”

"HayPost” CJSC is the National
Postal Operator of the Republic of
Armeniaoperating throughits900 post
offices all around the country. Today
HayPost is undergoing a number of
organi zational and operational changes
that will bring it on a new level of
sustainability and capacity to serveits
customers in more effective and
prompt way.

In compliance with the agree-
ment signed on November 30, 2006
the management of the operations of
the Armenian National Postal Operator
has been handed to Dutch HayPost
Trust Management B.V. for trust man-
agement with objective to bring
HayPost to alevel of progressiveentity
implementing postal and financial ser-
vicescorrespondingtoall international
standards.

You can change your
behavior and we will
help you to do that

AR

HYPNOSIS CENTER

i

Artin Sari n
Hypnotherapy
Tel: 818-434-8118
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§ il FEE itk
MEDITERRANEAN
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CATERING FOR ALL OCCASION

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
BANQUET HALL

EVERY

FRIDAY ~ & ~ SATURDAY
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INTERNATIONAL ~ ARABIC

910~E.MAIN STALHAMBRA,CA.
TEL 626-281-1006 626-587-1048
FAX 626-281-3641

. CALL FOR RESERVATION

COME IN AND
ENJOY

OUR PATIO
AND THE

FINEST
SHISA
“HOOKAH”
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Affiliated with AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School

DINNER DANCE

AND AWARDS CEREMONY

Organized By

AGBU PASADENA GLENDALE CHAPTER
SPORTS COMMITTEE

SATURDAY, JUNE 2, 2007 - 8:00 Pm

AGBU ALEX MANOOGIAN CENTER

2495 E. Mountain Street
Pasadena, CA 91104

FOR YOUR CHILD’S HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION

Registration
in Progress
2007-2008
Academic Year
Grades 9-12

Experienced & Caring Faculty
College Preparatory Programs

AGBU HIGH SCHOOL - PASADENA

Entertainment
SOGHOMONIAN BAND

Featuring

TAVIT SAMUELIAN

Awards presented to
1st, 2nd, 3rd Place Winners

Funds Raised Will Benefit
Pasadena Glendale Chapter's
Athletic Programs

2495 E. MOUNTAIN STREET, PASADENA, CA 91104

(CORNER OF ALTADENA DRIVE AND MOUNTAIN STREET)

For more information, campus tour
and a meeting with_the Principal,
please call 626-794-0363.

Donation: $50
Athletes and Children under 12: Free

For tickets please call
the AGBU offices at (626) 794-7942

S —

AGBU SOCIETY DINNER - OCTOBER 13, 2007

HUNTINGTON RITZ CARLTON HOTEL - PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS

AGBU GLENDALE / PASADENA CHAPTER
YOGA YOGA YOGA YOGA YOGA YOGA
COME JOIN US IN A FUN CLASS GUARANTEED TO CHALLENGE YOUR MIND AND BODY!
Mariette is a cerfified hatha flow yoga instructor and a registered nurse who
teaches yoga in the community and fo healthcare professionals.

Yoga is a holistic practice which utilizes your body’s own energy
powerhouse o optimize wellness in the body and mind.
Yoga is neither a religion nor simply a “workout”.
LIMITED SPACES
For Information of reservations please call A.G.B.U. office (626) 794-7942

AGBU SPONSORS

S
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L 0OS ANGELTES HOTELS & RESORTS

6131 E.Telegraph Rd.* Commerce, CA 90040 < 323.721.2100 * 714.879.2100 * commercecasino.com




