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S. D. Hunchakian Party 125th Anniversary Closing Ceremony Beloved
Held in Glendale Armenian Artist
GLENDALE, CA—On Novem- Flora Martirosyan

ber 18, 2012, over one thousand Ar-
menian Americans reveled in a highly
patriotic and nationalistic closing cer-
emony dedicated to the 125th anni-
versary of the Social Democrat
Hunchakian Party.

The three hour event included
opening remarks by the Mistress of
Ceremonies Mrs. Takouhi Arzou-
manian, and speeches from: Mr.
Krikor Moloyan representing the S.D.
Hunchakian Party Gaidz Youth Orga-
nization; Mr. Vasken Khodanian,
Chairman of the S.D. Hunchakian
Western Region Executive Commit-
tee; H.E. Archbishop Hovnan Derder-
ian, Primate; Archbishop Vatche . , , , LOS ANGELES -- Flora
Hovsepian, former Primate; Raffi K. Grigor Hovhanissian, Consul General of with Mr§. Ani Sarafian Yep'rem'l Martlrosyan,_ a renowngd singer and
Hovannisian, first Foreign Minister of the Republic of Armeniain Los Angeles, who recited powerful poetry inspirgd People’s Artist of Armenia, has died in
Armenia and current chairman of the as well as representatives of ADL- by and.dedicated to the S.p. Lo_s Angeles_on_Tuesday, a_lfter devel-
Heritage Party; as well as the event'sRamgavar party, AGBU, Armenian So- Hunchakian Party. The singer’s p - oplng'complllcatlons following a sur-
key note speaker, Mr. Harry Sarafian, ciety of Los Angeles, Organization form.a.nces were.c.omplemented ith gery, in particular, problems with her
S.D. Hunchakian Party Central Com- Istanbul and Compatriotic organizations. inspiring and vivid dance perfof- gall-bladder.
mittee member. Traditional Armenian and patri- mances by the Lilia Dance Company Martirosyan, a native ofGyum_ri,

Dignitaries at the event included; otic songs were performed by a trio of s well as Mrs. Arzquma_nian_’s ren i- graduate from the Yerevan Komitas
Reverend Joseph D. Matossian, Arme-very talented singers: Harut Hagopyan, tions of poetry adding historical sig-
nian Evangelical Union; the Honorable Arno Mkertchyan and Shiraz, coupled hificance to the words of the songs. Continued on page 3

Dies at 55

Kuwait Promises Aid to Syrian Armenians Richard Giragosian:

Armenia Needs to Fight Against Oligarchs
| Before Adopting Parliamentary System

- YEREVAN -- Armeniaisnotready said, adding that Armenia has a crucial
'. for passing to the parliamentary systemneed for strategic vision.
b | ' of government, it needs first of all to “In this context the economic issues
\ & i . fight against oligarchs, Richard play a significant role. Economy is the
O ?_' - --n.

Giragosian, Regional Studies Center di-guarantee of national power,” he said.
] rector, said at a news conference on At the same time he said it is
. _ =~ Monday. necessary to challenge the oligarchs as
'f.,, " !' ! “I am not sure whether Armenia’s the current situation is not constructive.
- parliament can govern as today’s parlia-“Oligarchs are the main threats to Arme-

Ceog]

- | Ld > ment is not effective at all,” he said.  nia,” the expert claimed, adding that by
; \ -f The analyst said until the reforms keeping markets closed and not paying
A ll f i J are not made itis early to speak about thgaxes they even demonstrate power.

| [j-_ e parliamentary system of government. At Referring to the statement of sec-

the same time he stressed that the futurend president about ‘feudals’ Giragosian

of country’s democracy depends on thesaid it is interesting that Kocharyan is

parliament. aware of them. “But unfortunately dur-
KUWAIT -- Kuwait will provide ~ Syria, pointing out that Armenia is “For a very long time the policy in  ing the years of his presidency the oligar-
humanitarian assistance to scores ofcontinuing to receive thousands of Armeniawas being decided by individu- chic system became powerful. So, the
Syrian citizens of Armenian descent Syrian Armenian refugees because ofals. We do not have healthy debates anddeas he has should be accepted, but it

il e

Emir Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (R) meets with Armenian Foreign
Minister Edward Nalbandian in Kuwait City

who have taken refuge in Armenia the conflict,” it said. the policy is more the race of fame and notshould be remembered that he is an ex-
since the outbreak of the bloody con- “In this context, the Kuwaiti for- the race of clever ideas and thoughts,” hepresident,” he concluded.
flict in Syria, official Yerevan said on eign minister informed [Nalbandian]
Tuesday. ' ' o ' about the Kuwaiti a.Uth.Ol‘itieS,.deCiSion Armenian General Questioned
Armenia’s Foreign Ministry said to allocate humanitarian assistance to . . .
Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian Syrian Armenians in Armenia,” added in Army Fraud Investlgatlon
received such a pledge when he visitedthe statement. It said nothing about the
the oil-rich Gulf state and met its emir, scale and form of the promised aid. A former senior military official tory was arrested last month as part of
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al- According to the authorities in has been interrogated as part of a majothe investigation.
Sababh, and other top Kuwaiti officials Yerevan, the number of Syrian Arme- fraud investigation concerning meat sup- Mary Sargsian, a senior officer at
on Monday. nians who have fled to Armenia ex- plies to the army, a Defense Ministry the Investigation Departmentof Armenia’s
A ministry statement said the situ- ceeds 5,000. Many of them are in- source said on Friday. Ministry of Defense, told RFE/RL's Ar-
ation in Syria was on the agenda of creasingly struggling to get by in their A criminal probe was launched last menian Service (Azatutyun.am) that Lieu-

Nalbandian’s talks with Kuwait's ancestralhomeland, unable to find well- June into alleged fraud in deliveries of tenant-General Arshaluys Paytian, who
deputy prime minister and foreign min- paid jobs and sell their properties in beef following media reports that some served as deputy head of the Armenian
ister, Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Syria. The cash-strapped Armenian slaughterhouses had been supplyingarmyArmed Forces’ General Staff until last
Al-Sabah. “Edward Nalbandian ex- units with frozen buffalo meat instead. September, was questioned as a witness
pressed concern over the situation in Continued on page 4 A manager at Kapan's meat fac- in the case about two weeks ago.
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Armenia Rejects Idea of New Pan-European Phoneathon Secures Pledges
‘Road Map’ for Karabakh of More Than 1,400,000

PARIS -- The 13th pan-Euro-
pean Phoneathon of the Hayastan All-
Armenian Fund held November 15-18
secured pledges of more than
1,400,000 (about $1.8 million). This
amount is 8% more than in 2011, the
Fund’s Press Service informs.

Throughout the event, over 700
Armenian and non-Armenian volun-
teers from France, Germany, Switzer-
land and Belgium made phone appeals
with calls going out 12 hours a day.
Stationed in Paris, Lyon, Marseille,
Nice, and Toulouse, the callers con-
tacted Armenian families, businesses, e
and organizations across Europe tojie
request financial support for the ongo-
ing development of Armenia and
Artsakh, as well as emergency relief
for the Syrian-Armenian community.

YEREVAN -- Armenian Foreign proposal have stuck on the informa- The Phoneathon will benefit the This year the Phoneathon was
Minister Edward Nalbandian has reit- tion level typical of the 1990s.” construction of community centers in hosted by soccer star Youri Raffi
erated Yerevan's position that negotia- “Seventeen years have passedvillages throughout Artsakh and com- Djorkaeff, who helped secure the 1998
tions with Azerbaijan over Nagorno- since 1995, the train has left the sta-prehensive agricultural developmentin FIFA World Cup and Euro 2000 cham-
Karabakh should continue around a settion, but some in Azerbaijan are still Armenia’s Tavush Region. In addi- pionship for the French national team;
of key principles proposed by interna- standing on the platform,” said the top tion, a part of the proceeds will be and Daniel Bilalian, director of sports

A E3NHL U

AFFAIRS

Latvian foreign minister, Edgars Rinkevics and Armenian foreign minister
Edward Nalbandian

tional mediators in recent years that heArmenian diplomat, speaking figura- dedicated to providing urgentaid to the programming with France

implied have not been finalized yet tively about the history of the peace Syrian- Armenian community. TEIEvisions.

gfg:éﬁe of Baku's unconstructive ap-process. o . wwoadmapr  Armenian Business Leader Plans Direct
Nalbandian made the statementregarding some of the key principles Flights to Historic City in Turkey

at a joint press conference with the of conflict settlement had already been

visiting Latvian foreign minister, Edgars presented to the sides by the interna- YEREVAN -- Direct flights could Plans for direct flights to and

Rinkevics, on Thursday when respond-tional community. be launched early next year from from Yerevanwere already announced

ing to a media question on the idea “But we couldn’t make progress Yerevan to a city in southeastern Tur- by a business association in Van last

“recently floated” in Azerbaijan con- atthe Kazan summit as Azerbaijan re-key that used to be mostly populatedyear. The Turkish government report-
cerning a new “roadmap” for the jected these proposals,” chargedby Armenians, an Armenian businessedly blocked their launch slated for
Nagorno-Karabakh settlement. Nalbandian, referring to a set of basicleader announced on Tuesday. September 2011, however.
Suchviewsin Azerbaijan are likely principles that Armenia believes are “In effect, we have made sure Some Van-based businessmen
to have followed the latest attempt by anchored on the combination of the thatthe aviation authorities in Armenia openly criticized that move when they
international brokers to restart the Ar- right of Karabakh Armenians to self- and Turkey have given the green light attended a U.S.-sponsored Turkish-
menian-Azerbaijan peace talks thatdetermination, Azerbaijan’s territorial to direct Yerevan-Van flights,” said Armenian business forum that was or-

stalled last summer. integrity and the nonuse of force or Arsen Ghazarian, the head of Armenia’sganized in Yerevan by Ghazarian’s Ar-
The Karabakh negotiation pro- threat of force in resolving the conflict. |eading business association. menian Union of Industrialists and En-
cess came to a standstill after a series “I don’t think that the idea of the “We, Armenian businessmen, are trepreneurs last month. They said the

of deadly border skirmishes and espe-Azerbaijani side regarding a new now only hampered by the need to one-hour flights would lead to a greater
cially in the wake of the controversial roadmap may be serious, especiallyacquire a commercially viable plane. influx of visitors from Armenia and
pardoning in Azerbaijan of Ramil when the matter concerns a roadmapwe wanted to do that this autumn ... thus benefit the local tourism industry.
Safarov, a convicted killer of an Arme- thatemerged 17 years ago,” Nalbandiarbut it didn’t work out. Let’s hope that Ghazarian, who also co-heads
nian serviceman who was handed oversaid. a properly sized airplane not operatingthe Turkish-Armenian Business Coun-
to Baku by Hungary more than two The Armenian foreign minister at a loss will launch the flights next cil promoting closer commercial ties
months ago. also referred to the statements issuedspring.” between the two nations, likewise ar-
Speaking at the press conferenceby the leaders of the Minsk Group co- Located on the eastern shore ofgued that the planned charter service
Foreign Minister Nalbandian brushed chair countries from the recent G8 andan eponymous lake, Van is an ancientwould make it much easier for Arme-
aside the assumptions that a newG20 summits urging the parties to the city with an estimated 500,000 mainly nians to see what remains of Armenian
“roadmap” implying a phased solution conflict to make progress towards Kurdish residents. The city and sur- cultural heritage in and around Van.
could help the process. He said he hadcagreeing on the basic principles of rounding areas had a sizable Armenian The most famous and well-pre-
the impression that “the authors of this Karabakh peace. population until the World War One- served Armenian monumentin the area
era mass killings and deportations ofis the 10th century church of Surp
Armenians in the Ottoman Empire.  Khach (Holy Cross) perched on the
Unlike the Armenian communi- legendary Akhtamarislandin Lake Van.

Opposition Party Could Nominate

Female Presidential Candidate ties in virtually all other parts of the The Istanbul Patriarchate of the Arme-
crumbling empire, many Armenians of nian Apostolic Church was allowed to
YEREVAN -- Armenian opposi- Sedrakian insisted that a womanVan survived the first Genocide of the hold religious services there once a

tion party is considering nominating the can do well in Armenia’s male-domi- 20th century after putting up an armedyear after the church’s $1.5 million
first-ever female presidential candidate nated political arena. “In practical terms, resistance to Ottoman troops and be-renovation financed by the Turkish
in the country’s history, it was con- our society is not quite man-centereding evacuated by the Russian army ingovernment and completed in 2007.
firmed on Monday. because Armenian women bear funda-1915-1918. Hundreds of thousands of Regular flights have until now
Press reports in recent days havemental responsibility, and those who their descendants live in modern-day been carried out only between Yerevan
said that Anush Sedrakian, deputy chair-have responsibility must also have equalArmenia. and Istanbul.
woman of the Free Democrats party, rights,” she said.
could stand as a candidate in the Arme- Artak Davtian, a senior lawmaker forming an electoral alliance with an- tion is a further indication that the Free
nian presidential election due in Febru- from the ruling Republican Party of other opposition party, Zharangutyun Democratswill notsupport Zharangutyun
ary. Armenia (HHK), welcomed the possibil- (Heritage). The alliance, which got 5 leader Raffi Hovannisian’s presidential
Sedrakian did not deny those re- ity of a female candidate in the intensify- percent of the vote in the May elections, bid. Hovannisian officially announced
ports, saying that the matter is beinging presidential race. “That would be a effectively fell apart last month. his participation in the presidential ballot
discussed by the party leadership. “Thesequite good gesture addressed to the The talk of Sedrakian’s nomina- on November 2.

discussions are laying the groundwork entire political scene,” he said.
HayastanInfo.net

for new public attitudes,” she told RFE/ The Free Democrats are repre-
RL’s Armenian service (Azatutyun.am). sented in Armenia’s current 131-mem-
Armenia’s political elite needs a “genera- ber parliament, elected in May, by two
tion change,” she said. deputies. They won those seats afte
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HyeAID Concert Excites a Full House In Pasadena

PASADENA -- Veteran’'s Day
2012 will be forever imprinted in the
minds of almost 3,000 people who
attended the HyeAID benefit concert
to help the Armenian community in
Syria at the Pasadena Civic Audito-
rium in Pasadena, California.

The artists from local and as
far away as Armenia, England and
France literally rocked the house
and the audience, young and old,
responded. They were moved with
the songs of sorrow, longing and
anguish, and laughed at the comedic
remarks of the artists, who switched
to upbeat songs to cheer up the

with collective responsibility. She
introduced composer Ruben
Hakhverdyan. Hakhverdyan was ea-
ger to explain the truth about the
Armenian spirit, flexible yet protec-
tive of its culture and values. He
explained that we hyphenate our
Armenian-ism, but the Syrian Arme-
nians are just us, our people.
Producer-Director Carla
Garabedian observed that we stand
in solidarity with our brothers and
sisters in Syria, and introduced the
father and son team, Khatchadoor
and Serj Tankian, who performed
next. Serj Tankian remarked that “all

audience. message was that the young scoutdManoukian, expressed his excitementthe artists that played tonight were
The variety program started will return. He invited three stu- in sharing the stage with so many incredible.”
with the classics performed by the dents, representing their schools,fantastic artists. The curtains closed after one
Hi-Am Quartet. Throughout the pro- which collected donations as Grand The youth were present once more song with all the vocalists on
gram, scenes of destruction of Sponsors of the event, along withagain, as Armen Movsisyan appearedthe stage, a nostalgic song about
homes, schools, stores, homes forKaroun Dairies, represented byand then was joined by his Guitar [onging and being home-sick,
the elderly, group home for children, Antranig Baghdassarian. Studio students. The VIZA band was “Tercheyi Mdkov”.
and churches, including the Arme- Aleeque Marselian from Vahan next, a band for whom contributing Following the concert, Aram
nian Genocide memorial churchcom- and Anoush Chamlian Armenian what they can is a way of life. Lilit Alajajian, of the Artists for Kids,
plex in Der Zor, were shared with School, Tamar Gharibian from Rose Pipoyan from Armenia sang and thanked all the participating artists,
the audience. and Alex Pilibos Armenian School, played very moving lyrics on the and remarked that this was “the
Syrian Armenian Relief Fund and Eddie Hovhannesian from Holy piano, then on the guitar. greatest event we ever put together.
(SARF) Executive Committee Martyrs Ferrahian High School, also Actor-director Vahe Berberian, |t was really a crown.”
Chairperson, Zaven Khanjian, representing Cabayan Elementeryexplained that he had a chance to The crisis in Syria contin-
spoke on behalf of the 10 organi- School, handed the checks fromvisit Syria four years ago, and felt yes. Contributions can be mailed
zations that make up SARF. West- their respective schools. Armineh their warmth, nationalistic and wel- to Syrian Armenian Relief Fund,
ern Prelacy Prelate Arch. Khatchatourian, Chamlian Board coming spirit. He urged everyone to p.O. Box 1948, Glendale, CA
Moushegh Mardirossian, Diocese Chair; Rita Kaprielian, Vice Princi- assist the Syrian Armenians, since91209-1948 or by credit card at
former Primate Arch. Vache pal of Chamlian; Dr. Alina Dorian, they are a part of us, and then intro-www.SyrianArmenianReliefFund.org.

Hovsepian, Rev. Fr. Krikor Principal of Pilibos; and John duced hisidol, Arto Tuncboyaciyan. *okk
Chahinian, and Rev. Jospeh Kossakian, Principal of Ferrahian Tuncboyaciyan roared the audience The following churches, chari-
Matossian represented their were present, along with many stu-with his comedic jests, rememberedtjes and organizations came together

churches, also present was thedents, faculty members and admin-the martyr soldiers dying on the toformthe Syrian Armenian Relief
Prelate of Damascus, Bishop istrators, collectively showing that Artsakh border, urged people to actFund: Armenian Catholic Eparchy
Armash Nalbandian. In addition, the youth have taken the lead inas human beings, not make badin North America; Armenian Evan-
Counsel General of the Republic lending a hand to their less fortunatethings happen due to their greedi- gelical Union of North America;
of Armenia, Grigor Hovhannissian, compatriots in Syria. Khanjian read ness, and speak about problemsyyestern Diocese of the Armenian
Avedik Izmirlian of the Armenian the thank you letter sent by Arch. lest they fester forever. A group of Church; Western Prelacy of the
Revolutionary Federation Central Shahan Sarkissian, Prelate of Aleppoyoung singers accompanies him andarmenian Apostolic Church of
Committee, Vazken Khodanian of on behalf of the three denominationsonce again, the youth outnumberedamerica; Armenian General Be-
the Social Democrat Hunchakian and the community. It is hoped that the adults. nevolent Union; Armenian Mission-
Party, Armenian Relief Society $250,000, raised from this concert TV personality and journalist ary Association of America; Arme-
Central Executive Chairperson and other fundraising events, will be Arshalouys Tarpinian applauded the njan Relief Society of Western
Vicky Marashlian and member Ani forwarded in the near future. high level of artistry during the pro- y.S.A.: Armenian Democratic Lib-
Keshishian, and Western U.S.A. The ethno-rock group, Element gram, praised the audience for sup-eral Party; Armenian Revolution-
Regional Executive Lena Bozoyan, Band, continued the program with porting the benefit concert and ary Federation-Western U.S.A.; and
and Armenian General Benevolent soloist Soseh Keshishyan. Elementquoted from Karekin Njdeh regard- Social Democrat Hunchakian Party-
Union representative Tomig Band members alsoindividually ac- ing the success of our endeavorswestern U.S.A.
Alexanian. Also present was Heri- companied some of the vocalists,
tage Party Chairperson Raffi who followed them later during the
Hovhannisian. program. )
The concert was organized in An 89-year old young soloist Continuedfrompage 1 1990s and 2000s. o
association with Artists for Kids. Souren Khavejian, who was origi- ~In 2011, Martirosyan initiated a
Khanjian’s upbeat message reaf- nally from Syria, was accompanied State Conservatory’s Vocal and Cho- Series of “Never Again” concerts pro-
firmed that the Syrian Armenian com- on the accordion by Ara Dabandjian. ral Conducting Department. During Moting genocide awareness and world
munity will prevail, it will resurrect The Dirty Diamond, an LA-Based her artistic career Martirosyan per- Peace. She planned to continue these
and it will resume it's role as the band performed next, with Sam formed in more than 80 countries. Sheconcerts through 2015 — the year that
overflowing mother of all Diaspora Babayan with the lead vocalist on thesetup permanent residence in the Unitednarks the centennial of the Armenian
Communities. Showing very old guitar. They were followed by Statesin 1991, but remained attached>enocide. , _
photo of very young scouts march- Charming Liars, who flew from Lon- to Armenia that he frequently visited Martirosyan, 55, is survived by
ing on the sports field, his poetic don. Their guitarist, Karnig and where she actively worked in the her two children and husband.

Flora Martirosyan Dies at 55
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Dr. La Porta to Speak about Armenian Identity in Armenian Community Participates in
the Middle Ages at Columbia University Festival of Nations

By Taleen Babayan

The Armenian Center at Colum-
bia University will host alecture by Dr.
Sergio La Porta titled, “Networks of
Knowledge: Communication and Iden-
tity in 12"-14" century Armenia,” on
Friday evening, November 30

Dr. La Porta, who is the Haig and
Isabel Berberian Professor of Arme-
nian Studies at California State Univer-
sity, Fresno, will discuss the various
ways Armenians were involved in trade
and cultural exchange during the middle
ages in routes that crossed AnatoliaDr. Sergio La Porta
from Iran to the Mediterranean and cultural hybrid was created as a result.
from Russia to the Middle East. He “Armenians were never cultur-
will also delve into how Armenian ally isolated, but this period witnessed
monastic schools during this time pe- an extraordinary amount of cultural

riod formed and helped define Arme- interaction for Armenians to navigate WATERVLIET, NY -- The Fes- started 41 years ago. Armenia was one
nian identity in the 1214" centuries.  without the mediation of traditional tjval of Nations, one of the areas mostof the first nations to participate, with )
“This community was linked in institutional structures,” he said, high- anticipated and uniting events of the the tradition continuing today. While
spirit by a shared textual heritage andlighting that Armenians avoided cul- year, took place in late October at thethere were a few years of Armenia’s
physically by the trade routes that tural loss and stagnation by adaptingEmpire State Plaza Convention Centerabsence in the event, the community,
stretched from Iran to Mediterranean yet also maintaining their cultural iden- jn downtown Albany, NY, with astrong through the recent efforts of Dn. Rafi
and from the Crimea and Georgia to tity. presence from the Armenian commu- Topalian who also serves on the Fes-
northern Mesopotamia,” said Dr. La “The Armenian Center at Colum- nity. tival of Nations planning committee,
Porta. “While differences remained, | bia University is very honored to host The purpose of the Festival is to has participated on several levels of the
think that these connections helpedDr. La Porta's presentation. He is, create awareness and appreciation foFestival.
Armenians retain a unique identity dur- after all, a native son, having graduatedthe cultural heritage of the people from This year, Armenia had a food
ing a period of great cultural transfor- from Columbia College, and we are diverse national origins and to promote booth, Samantha Karian participated
mation.” _ - tremendously proud of what he hasunity, understanding and fellowship in the Miss Festival of Nations contest
~ Dr. La Porta’s interest in this accomplished at the Armenian Studiesamong the many national and ethnicas Miss Armenia, while young Arme-
topic was spurred several years agoProgram at Fresno State,” said Mark groups residing in the Capital District nian boys and girls from the upstate
while working on his thesis on Grigor A. Momjian, Chair of the Armenian and vicinity. 23 nations, including Ar- NY area, under the direction of chore-
Tat'ewac’i. One aspect that was mostCenter at Columbia University. “The menia, were represented in this year'sographer Maria Derian, performed tra-

striking for Dr. La Porta was discov- students there adore him, frequentlycelebration. ditional dance routines on stage for a
ering how significant the city of Erznka remarking that he is one of the The Festival of Nations, Inc., crowd of thousands.
and the monastic institutions on Mt. university’s best professors.”
Sepuh outside of the city were in the “We are thrilled that Dr. La . . .
development and the sharing of Arme- Porta’s lecture is our marquee pro- Sahag- Mesrob Students Part1c1pate 1n
nian culture. ram this fall,” said Dr. Nicole E. ’ . e

‘I was interested to see if we 3artanian’\/ice Chatt of the Armanian JPL’s EI.R.S.T. Robotics Competition

could speak of a ‘textual community’, Center at Columbia University. “His
beyond the Bible, that linked Arme- record of scholarship distinguishes him
nians intellectually throughout the in the field of Armenian Studies, and

La Porta. research makes him a dynamic and
Dr. La Porta notes that the period exciting scholar to watch.”

between the 12and 14' centuries was The program will begin at 7
one of tremendous transformation in p.m. with reception to follow. The

Because the demography and geograpublic, will take place at the Colum-
phy of the region changed and old bia University Faculty House, located
institutions of power and stability ei- at 64 Morningside Drive at

ther eroded or disappeared, a dynamicl 16" Street.

Kuwait Promises Aid to Syrian Armenians

Continued from page 1 carefully on the Syrian conflict, mind-
ful of security risks facing tens of
government has so far announced nahousands of ethnic Armenians re-
plans to seek financial assistance tomaining in the Middle Eastern nation.
these refugees from foreign govern-The Syrian Armenian community is
ments and international organizations.thought to have been generally loyal to

Like other Gulf Arab states, Ku- the embattled regime in Damascus.

wait is openly backing Syrian opposi- According to the Foreign Minis-
tion groups in their armed struggle try statement, meeting with
against President Bashar Al-Assad’sNalbandian, Emir Al-Sabah accepted
regime, having recognized them as aPresident Sarkisian’s invitation to visit
legitimate representative of the Syrian Armenia and praised his country’s small
people. Foreign Minister Al-Sabah Armenian community. Nalbandian, for
urged the European Union to follow his part, thanked the Kuwaiti govern-

ALTADENA -- Students from with scientists and engineers from
Sahag-Mesrob Armenian Christian NASA/JPL to mentor young students
School’s eighth grade physical sci- in the fields of programming, design,
ence classes took partin the F.I1.R.S.T safety, and engineering.F.I.R.S.T. was
(For Inspiration and Recognition of founded in 1989 to inspire young
Science and Technology) Robotics people’s interest and participation in
Competition. The “Fall Classic” com- science and technology.
petition took place on October 24t “We are very excited about our
John Burroughs High School in involvement in the Robotics program
Burbank. as we progress in gaining practical

“Our students were the only jun- hands-on experience while mentored
ior high students to be representedby some of our nation’s most accom-
among fifteen Southern California High plished scientists”, said Mr. Jack

Schools”, said Mrs. Lena Agulian, the i i i
suit at the weekend. It is not clear if he ment for helping the community to Science ¢ Aghoian, the English teacher, who is

. . . . teacher. the liaison between the school and
rallsled the matter with Nalbandian asbundsa ch'rch. y . Throughout the months of Sep- F.I.R.S.T.
weil. arkisian paid a state Visit t0 v par ang October, many students Stay tuned as our young scien-

I p Tfunctioning dip IC Op Pl3pL engineers in a robotics after-schoolown robot after the New Year.

missions in Syria, has treaded far moretals after that trip. program Mrs. Lena Agulian

- F.I.LR.S.T. works in conjunction  Sahag-Mesrob Science Instructor
massisweekly.com
.
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