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Official Results: Armenia Votes in Favor of
Constitutional Changes

Y EREVAN -- Armeniaheld aref-
erendum Sunday on proposed consti-
tutional changesthat would give more
powers to the prime minister and par-
liament at the expense of the president,
who would become largely a figure-
head.

According to preliminary results
by Armenia’s Central Election Com-
mission (CEC) 63.5 percent voted in
favor of the changes. The CEC said
that results from 1997 polling station
show that 825,851 people voted for
and 421,600 people voted against con-
stitutional reforms.

The voteresults were rejected as
fraudulent by Armenian opposition

groups that have campaigned against
thecontroversial constitutional reform.
They alleged serious irregularities in
and outside many polling stations
throughout the day. They claimed that
the official voter turnout was not com-
patiblewith the country’ sdemography.

The CEC challenged the opposi-
tion to present documentary evidence
of fraud in writing as hundreds of
opposition supporters rallied on Sun-
day night near the commission’s of-
fices in downtown Y erevan.

Sunday's referendum took place
two months after it was approved by
Armeniasparliamentinal04-10vote,
with three abstentions.

U.S. and EU Urge the Armenian Government
to Carry Out Transparent Investigations

YEREVAN -- The United States
and the European Union urged the
Armenian authorities on Tuesday to
investigatemajor irregul aritiesreported
during the weekend referendum, say-
ing that is essential for the legitimacy
of constitutional reform.

TheU.S. EmbassyinY erevanwas
particularly concerned about the con-
duct of the referendum, describing alle-
gations of vote rigging as “credible.”

“Thecredibleallegationsof elec-
toral irregularities reported by both
non-partisan observers as well as Ar-
menian political partiesare of concern,
however, and need to be fully investi-
gatedto ensurethat the Armenian people
can see the outcome of the referendum
as credible and legitimate,” the em-
bassy stressed in a statement.

“We urge the Electoral Commis-
sion and the Armenian government to
carry out transparent investigations of all
crediblereportsof irregularities,” it said.

“We encourage the authoritiesto
fully investigate fraud allegations, for
the referendum process to be cred-
ible,” Piotr Switalski, the head of the
EU DelegationinY erevan, saidinwrit-
ten comments to RFE/RL’s Armenian

service (Azatutyun.am).

Switalski said at the same time
that the EU “took note” of the official
referendum resultsindicatinga“Yes’
votefor the controversial constitutional
changes. “Is now important to imple-
ment the new constitution, in particular
thehumanrightschapter, thenew checks
and balances and minority rightsfor the
opposition, sothat it doesnot just remain
on paper,” he added.

Both Switalski and the U.S. Em-
bassy said the authorities should enact
a new Electoral Code meeting demo-
cratic standards in advance of
Armenia snext parliamentary el ections
dueinMay 2017. Theauthorities must
also ensure that the elections are
“viewed by the Armenian people as
credible, legitimate, and a true reflec-
tion of their will,” stressed the em-
bassy statement.

The 2017 elections will deter-
mine who will govern Armenia after
President Serzh Sarkisian completes
his second and final termin 2018. The
constitutional amendmentsenvisagethe
country’ stransformation into aparlia-
mentary republic with a largely cer-
emonial president.

Peoples' Democratic Congress Calls on

Turkey to Recognize Armenian Genocide

YEREVAN (ARMENPRESS) --
Peoples' Democratic Congress of Tur-
key (HDK) issued a statement ad-
dressed to the Turkish state on De-
cember 9 on the occasion of the Inter-
national Day of Commemoration and
Dignity of the Victims of the Crime of
Genocide and of the Prevention of this
Crime, Turkish Demokrathaber.net
reports.

The statement signed by HDK
Co-spokespersons Sebahat Tuncel and
Ertugrul Kirkcl calls on Turkey to
face its own history and apologize for
committing the Genocide.

“Thegenocide of Armeniansand
Assyrians committed in 1915 during
the World War | under the command
of the then leadership “Ittihat ve
Terakki” (Committee of Union and
Progress) was a planned, organized
and universal crime aimed at eliminat-
ingtheethnicandreligiousidentitiesof
Ottoman Armenians’, reads the state-
ment of HDK. It states that during the

genocide launched by the arrest of
I stanbul Armenianintellectualson April
24, 1915 the Armenian nation, one of
the oldest inhabitants of those territo-
ries, wasdeprived of their motherland.
“After 100 years Turkey continues to
deny the genocide”, reads the state-
ment.

The authors documented that
genocideswere repeated after the 20th
century. Today we witness how ISIL
triesto eliminate Y azidis, but both the
UN and Turkey keep silence.

“Peoples’ Democratic Congress
bows in front of the memory of all the
victims of genocides and reminds that
Turkey is among the states that have
signed theinternational convention on
the prevention of genocides.

Wecall on Turkey to end denying
the Armenian and Assyrian genocides,
apologize for those universal crimes
committed against the Ottoman na-
tions whose political successor is
modern Turkey”, reads the statement.

Lavrov, Kerry and Desir Issue
Joint Statement on Karabakh

BELEGRADE -- The Heads of
Delegation of the OSCE Minsk Group
Co-Chair Countries—Foreign Minister
of the Russian Federation Sergey
Lavrov, Secretary of Stateof theUnited
States John Kerry, State Secretary for
European Affairs of France Harlem
Desir- haveissued ajoint statement re-
affirming their comitment to mediating
a peaceful settlement of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict.

Inthejoint statement, the Minis-
ters welcomed the upcoming meeting
between President of Azerbaijan Ilham
Aliyev and President of ArmeniaSerzh
Sarkisian under the auspices of the
Minsk Group Co-Chairs.

“In light of the recent rise in
tensions, we appeal to the sides to re-
commit themselves to the peaceful
resolution of the conflict and dispel
any misperceptions that they are not
serious about reaching a negotiated
settlement. The sides should continue
discussions from the Sochi, Wales,
and Paris Summits of 2014 on ele-

ments of a comprehensive settlement,
and should intensify their dialogue in
2016 on the basis of proposals cur-
rently under discussion”.

They noted that with the signifi-
cant escalation in violence along the
contact line and Armenia-Azerbaijan
border this year, “the status quo has
become unsustainable”.

“We especially condemn the use
of mortars and other heavy weaponry,
andregret deeply thecivilian casualties
these weapons have caused. There is
no military solution to the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, and there is no
justification for the death and injury of
innocent civilians. We appeal to the
sidesin the strongest possibletermsto
reduce tensions and protect lives. The
Co-Chairs have proposed risk-reduc-
tion measures that we encourage the
sides to adopt, including an OSCE
investigation mechanism”, the state-
ment reads.

Continued on page2

Turkey and Azerbaijan.

Davutoglu: "Liberation" of Azerbaijani
Territories Most Important Issue for Turkey

BAKU -- Turkey will continueto support Azerbaijan in the settlement of
the Karabakh conflict, Turkish PM Ahmet Davutoglu said December 3 during
ajoint press conference with Azerbaijani President IlTham Aliyev in Baku.

He said one of the most important issues for Turkey is the liberation of
the Azerbaijani territories occupied by Armenia. “Problems are solved on the
basis of mutual respect for borders. There are difficulties arising from the
occupation of 20 percent of Azerbaijani territory.” Davutoglu said.

Speaking about the bilateral relations between Azerbaijan and Turkey,
Davutoglu said they are developing day by day. According to him the
restoration of peace in the Caucasus depends on the cooperation between




Massis Weekly
Armenia, EU Open Talks on

San Gabriel Valley ACA Hosts
Holiday Open House

PASADENA, CA — The Arme-
nian Council of America—San Gabriel
Valley Branch (ACA) celebrated their
annual Holiday open house on Decem-
ber 4 at the Garo Soghanalian Arme-
nian Educational Benevolent Union
Center.

Among the participants were
ACA members, elected officials, com-
munity leaders and constituents from
the San Gabriel Valley including Con-
gresswoman Judy Chu, Pasadena
Councilmember Tyron Hampton, Nat
Nehdar from the Pasadena Human Re-
lationsCommission, and GaroManjikian
representing Assemblymember Chris
Holden’s office.

ACA Chairman Mr. Sevak
Khatchadorian introduced Congress-
woman Chu who in her address to the
attendees, re-affirmed her longstanding
support for the Armenian American
community and pledged to stand by
Armenian causes and concerns both
domestically and internationally. She
discussed variousissues and provided
an update on the state of affairs on
Congressional issues in Washington.
Upon closing, the Congresswoman
presented former ACA PasadenaBoard
Member, Mr. Vahe Atchabahian, a
certificate honoring his dedication to
the community through his work in
various non-profit organizations and
City Commissions.

Mr. Atchabahian expressed his
gratitude for the recognition. “I am
humbled by thisimportant recognition
by Congresswoman Chu who has al-
ways been proactively supporting our
community and protecting our inter-

ests in the nation’s capitol,” said Mr.
Atchabahian. “1 am also thankful to the
ACA Board and membership and I'm
optimistic about our future and the
good work that wewill continueto do.”

TheArmenian Council of America
is a grassroots organization dedicated
to working with all political leaders,
offering Armenianrel ated news, analy-
sis and resources for policymakers,
media, students and activists, advo-
cating issues important to Armenian
Americans. The Armenian Council of
America aims to strengthen U.S. —
Armeniaand U.S. —Nagorno Karabakh
ties, the development of programspro-
moting sustainable economic growth
and good governancein Armenia, while
promoting the values and responsibili-
ties of global citizenship.

Joint Statement on Karabakh

Continued frompagel

The heads of delegations hailed
the progress made by the sides in
implementing the data exchange on
missing persons under the auspices of
the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC).

“We encourage further coopera-
tion with ICRC and must ensure that it
has sufficient funding to fully imple-
ment thisimportant humanitarian mea-
sure. Azerbaijani authorities’ decision
to return an Armenian soldier who
crossed the Line of Contact and an
Armenian civilian who crossed the
international border was a helpful hu-
manitarian gesture and consistent with

international humanitarian obligations.
We urgethe sidesto return all remain-
ing prisonersin the spirit of the Astra-
khan Declaration of October 2010 is-
sued by the Presidents of Armenia,
Azerbaijan, and the Russian Federa-
tion. There must also be dialogue be-
tween Armenians and Azerbaijanis to
build trust between neighboring
peoples. We encourage the sides to
work with the Co-Chairs to support
programs that bring together people
affected by the conflict.”.

The Foreign Ministers of the co-
chairing countriespointed out that over
the past year, they witnessed increas-
ingly vocal attacks on the Co-Chairs
and the Minsk Group format.
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New Cooperation Deal

BRUSSELS
(Tert.am) -- On Decem-
ber 7 Edward Nal bandian,
Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of Armenia and
FedericaM ogherini, High
Representative of the Eu-
ropeanUnionfor Foreign
Affairs and Security
Policy, Vice-President of
the Commission, an-
nounced thelaunch of ne-
gotiations on a new Ar-
menia-European Union
framework agreement.

In his statement on the occasion of
the launch of negotiations Edward
Nalbandian noted, that he hopesthat the
long-awaited deal will best reflect the
depth and essence of the cooperation.
Admitting that the European Union’s
move to revise the framework of its
relations with Armenia opens up a path
for a rea progress, the minister reaf-
firmed the country’ sinterest to develop
and strengthen the comprehensive co-
operation in all areas of interest.

The minister also reiterated
Armenia’'s commitment to continue
promoting democracy and rule of law,
strengthening democratic institutions
and enhancing thejudiciary, aswell as
fostering the mechanisms of effective
governance, fight against corruption
and civil society building. He thanked
the EU for its continued support to
such initiatives in the country.

Addressing the constitutional re-
forms in Armenia, the minister noted

that that the changes proposed to the
country’ sbasiclaw receivedtheVenice
Commission’s highest appreciation
earlier thisyear, being characterized as
an initiative in line with international
standards. Hesaid hefindstheprelimi-
nary returns of the Sunday referen-
dum the best proof that the reforms
were really needed.

Highlighting the importance of
expanding the EU-Armeniatraderela-
tionsand facilitating mobility, themin-
ister said Armenia realizes well the
significance of a comprehensive co-
operation in different formats.

Nalbandian said he strongly be-
lievesthat by embarking on anew round
of talks, Armeniais opening up aprom-
ising chapter in the mutually advanta-
geous cooperation with the Union.

Wishing success to the joint ef-
forts, the minister said heis confident
that the country will follow the right
track in developing a successful part-
nership.

Azeri Grand Mufti Blames Armenia
for Islamist Violence

BAKU (RFE/RL) -- Azerbaijan’s
government-linked Shi’ite Muslim
|eader has suggested that Armeniawas
behind violence in atraditional Shi'ite
stronghold near Baku which left two
police officersand five alleged | slam-
ists dead last week.

Azerbaijani interior troops and
other police unitsraided the village of
Nardaran on Tuesday in a sweeping
security operation which they said is
aimed at "protecting citizens legal rights
and freedoms" and confiscating weap-
ons and explosives from "criminals."
The operation came just days after a
deadly clash between police and local
supportersof Taleh Bagirzade, thelra-
nian-educated |eader of agroup called
the Movement for Muslim Unity.

Azerbaijan-UnrestBagirzade, who
ishighly critical of Azerbaijan’slead-
ership, and at least 13 other men were
arrested during the clash for allegedly
plotting religiously motivated “terror-
ist acts and mass disturbances.” The
November 26 arrests prompted hun-
dreds of angry Nardaran residents to
taketothestreetsand build barricades.

Somepro-government A zerbaijani
politicians and media accused Iran of
fomenting the unrest in one of
Azerbaijan’s most conservative com-
munities. But Sheikh-ul-1damAllahshukur
Pashazade, the head of the Baku-based
Caucasus Board of Mudlims, pointed the
finger at Armeniawhen he spoke to jour-
nalists on Thursday.

“The roots of the events in

Nardaran lie abroad,” Pashazade said,
according to the APA news agency.
“By that many mean neighboring states.
But neither Turkey nor Iran support
disturbancesin Azerbaijan.”

Azerbaijan’ snumber oneenemy,
Pashazadewent on, isArmenia. “ They
may al so want to organizedisturbances
here,” he claimed. “ The tattoos on the
bodiesof arrestedindividualsare sym-
bols of the Armenians.”

The clergyman, who isastaunch
backer of Azerbaijan’s ruling family,
did not elaborate on the tattoos. The
Azerbaijani government has not ech-
oed hisallegationsthat arecertaintobe
laughed off by Yerevan.

Nardaran has long been seen as a
badtion of Iranian-influenced fundamental-
igsinAzerbajan. Manywomeninthevillage
wear thefull Idamic vell and girlswear the
hijab, or head scarf, to school despite a
nationa ban. Locd residentshaverepeatedly
burned U.S, Isradi and Armenian flags
during anti-Western demonstrations.
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Understand and Recognize the Past Deeds
of U.S. Politicians

When Hillary Rodham Clinton
was running for president in 2008, her
viewson the Armenian Genocidewere
clear. In fact, she issued a statement
bragging that “alone among the presi-
dential candidates, | have been along-
standing supporter of the Armenian
Genocide Resolution.... | believe the
horrible events perpetrated by the Ot-
toman Empire against Armenians con-
stitute a clear case of genocide.” But,
as Secretary of State, Clintonrefrained
from using the word Genocide. In July
2010, during anofficial five-day tripto
Armenia, Secretary Clintonpaidavisit
to the Armenian Genocide memorial
complex. For us Armenians, it was a
symbolic moment.

In 2011, diplomatic cables dis-
closed by Wikileaks and investigated
by ACA, point out, whilehaving infor-
mation on important documentson the
Armenian Genocidebeing destroyedin
the Turkish archives, Clinton encour-
aged the Republics of Armenia and
Turkey to engage in the Armenian-
Turkish Protocols which included a
provision“implementing adialogueon
the historical dimension with the aim
to restore historical confidence be-
tween the two nations, including an
impartial scientific examination of the
historical records and archives to de-
fine existing problems and formulate
recommendations.” The State Depart-
ment and Hillary Clinton were com-

pletely aware that Turkish archives
containing important documents re-
lated to the Armenian Genocide had
been purged by Turkish officials, yet
they continued the facade that the Pro-
tocols as aright step towards bilateral
relations.

On the Republican side, surpris-
ingly, Donald Trump has so far main-
tained his lead over the large field of
Republican candidates for U.S. Presi-
dent. Whilethereisnot much to exam-
ine in terms of issues exclusively im-
portant for Armenian Americans, con-
sidering foreign policy, that initself is
alarming. The next president of the
United States should at the very least
have some familiarity with the com-
plexity of theworld’ shistory and poli-
tics. Thisiskey for Armenian Ameri-
cans who want to see, a peaceful
resolution to the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict based on people’'s right of
self-determination, a peaceful reso-
lution to the Syrian conflict where
their Armenian brethren are continu-
ously being put in harm’sway, and a
President who acknowledges the
Armenian Genocideandisanimpartial
and an honest broker to foster har-
mony and good-will between Armenia
and Turkey.

Azerbaijan is considered one of
the world’s most corrupt regimes and
Mammadov’s wealth has resulted in

3

part from hisfather’ spolitical connec-
tions. Whilethe Azeri Dictator Aliyev,
continuesto escalate hisrhetoric and
violence on the borders of Armenia/
Artsakh and Azerbaijan, Mammadov
has mounted a campaign to rehabili-
tate Azerbaijan’ s kleptocratic image
in the West by courting some of
Washington’s most powerful politi-
cians.

Moresignificantly for Armenians,
M other Jones reports that Mammadov
“heads the Azerbaijan American Alli-
ance, a group that at one point was
registered with the US Department of
Justiceasaforeignlobbyist. Last year,
the Alliance spent more than $2.8 mil-
lion lobbying Congress and State De-
partment to improve US- Azerbaijan
relations.” An Alliance, according to
OpenSecrets.org, which has spent
$11.5 million in the last four years on
lobbying US lawmakers and officials.
Thus, as contender for the President
of theUnited States, Trump’ srelation-
ship and partnership with Mammadov
is disturbing to what may come if he
were to win.

The original version of this
article was published in ACA’s Ar-
menian Advocate Vol. 1 No. 3. The
article was updated to reflect the
time remaining for the U.S. Presi-
dential elections.

The ECHR Judgment Regarding Peringek v. Switzerland:
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Introduction

Inreactiontothe European Court
of Human Rights (ECHR) Grand
Chamber’s judgment, the public has
been reading statements such as, “we
won” and*victory” in newspaper head-
lines, declarationsby high government
officials of Turkey and Armenia, as
well asinterviewsby Mr. Perincek and
the lawyers involved, on TV, in print
and electronic media, each declaring
victory.

What has been achieved?

First, it isimportant to recognize
that we, the Turkish Human Rights
Association (IHD), The Truth, Justice
and Memory Center (HAHM) and The
International Institute for Genocide
and Human Rights Studies (A Division
of the Zoryan Institute), known as the
Coalitionof Armenian-Turkish human
rightsorganizations, enteredinto close
cooperationin:

a) Forming a coalition to take
action together and with one voice
against the denial of the Armenian
Genocideand, in particular, the appar-
ent endorsement of that denial by the
European Court of Human Rights, and

b) Making submission beforethe
Grand Chamber of the ECHR (as an
Amicus Curiae/third party friend of

the Court), in order to correct the
historical record and demonstrate to
the Court the wider, very real and
intended impact of denial of the Arme-
nian Genocide by peoplelike Peringek
on the daily lives of Armenians in
Turkey.

This collaboration isitself asig-
nificant accomplishment. It has sent
an important message of solidarity to
the ECHR, as well as to the interna-
tional community and the Armenian-
Turkish human rightscommunity. The
Coalition will form the foundation for
futurecollaborationinchallenging anti-
Armenian Genocide denial and hate
speech, includingwithin Turkey itself.

Second, with the limited means
available to a third party intervener
before the Court, the Coalition has
made a significant contribution to the
fact that:

a) the Grand Chamber madeclear
at the very outset of its judgment that:

“...[TheCourtis] not required to
determine whether the massacres and
mass deportations suffered by the Ar-
menian people at the hands of the
Ottoman Empire from 1915 onwards
can becharacterised asgenocidewithin
the meaning of that term under inter-
national law, but has no authority to
makelegally binding pronouncements,

one way or the other, on this point.”
[102]

The above passage contradicts
the claim by certain segments of the
Turkishmediathat boththeinitial ECHR
ruling in favor of Peringek’s freedom
of expression and the Grand Chamber’ s
ruling on 15 October 2015 serve as
evidencefor the ECHR’ sconfirmation
of theview that therewasno Armenian
Genocide. In other words, for the
Turkish ultranationalists' claims that
the ECHR also denies Genocide. This
prevarication, that the ruling of the
ECHR Grand Chamber disproves the
“claims” of the Armenian Genocide, is
intentional as well as blatant, because
itaimstoencourageindividuals, circles,
and even public servants who provoke
hatred against the Armenians in Tur-
key; it seeksto obstruct investigations
on such declarations or acts, and to
prevent the perpetrators from being
brought to justice.

b) a significant minority of the
Court, including its highly respected
President, intheclearest possibleterms
stated that, whileit wasnot the Court’s
role to adjudicate on thisissue:

“That the massacres and depor-
tationssuffered by the Armenian people
constituted genocide is self-evident.
The Armenian genocide is a clearly
established historical fact. To deny it
is to deny the obvious.”

Thisclearly expressed opinion of
a significant minority of the Grand
Chamber plainly provides important
support to the efforts of the Coalition
andthewider Armenian Community in
its fight for due recognition of the
Armenian genocide.

Third, it was only the Coalition
who, through its written submissions,
sought to expand the geographical en-
quiry of the Court’s analysis of the
impact of Perincek’s statements to

Who Won?

take full account of the (intended)
impact of those statements within
Turkey and, in particular, on the Ar-
menianminority in Turkey. Whileitis,
of course, disappointing that the ma-
jority of the Grand Chamber did not
follow the approach mapped out for
them by the Coalition, this debate has
only just started and, importantly, the
minority Opinion (again) providesgreat
encouragement for the approach out-
lined by the Coalition and provides
strong reasoning why it is, in fact, the
better/correct approach to take:
Minimising the significance of
the applicant’ s statements by seeking
to limit their geographical reach
amounts to seriously watering down
the universal, erga omnes scope of
human rights—their quintessential de-
fining factor today. ... Drawing all the
logical inferencesfrom the geographi-
cally restricted approach apparently
adopted by the majority, one might
cometo theview that denial in Europe
of genocides perpetrated in other con-
tinents, such asthe Rwandan genocide
or the genocide carried out by the
Khmer Rouge regime in Cambodia,
would be protected by freedom of
expression without any limits, or with
scarcely any. We do not believe that
such a vision reflects the universal
values enshrined in the Convention.
To give a most recent example,
during the curfew and siege between
4-12 September 2015 of Cizre, one of
the towns suffering the same follow-
ing theresumption of thearmed clashes
between the Turkish security forces
and the PKK guerrillas in June, an-
nouncements to the inhabitants on the
megaphone by an armoured police ve-
hicle “Y ou are Armenian, you are all
Armenians, you are Armenian bas-

Continued on page4



Massis Weekly

Calouste Gulbenkian Fondation

Launching Armenian Translation Series

LISBON -- The Ar-
menian Communities De- | |
partment of the Calouste|;
Gulbenkian Foundation is
launching a translation se- |
ries, which aims to make
seminal textsinthe humani-

FUNDACA
CALOUSTE
GULBENKIA

tiesandthesocial sciencesavailablein

Armenian, as well as to make signifi-
cant Armenian textsaccessiblein other
languages.

The* Calouste Gulbenkian Trans-
lation Series” will focus on texts from
the late 19th century to the contempo-
rary period. It will cover four areas of
translations:

-Foreign Languages into Arme-
nian, the focus will be on translating
canonical social science/humanities
texts which have not been translated
into Armenian, primarily from Euro-
pean languages. A widerange of fields
will be considered based on their
(inter)disciplinary impact.

‘Armenian into Foreign Lan-
guages, thefocuswill beontranslating
texts from current significant debates
withinthe Armenianworld, onceagain
primarily into European languages.

-Turkish into Armenian, the fo-
cuswill beontranslating asel ection of
contemporary Turkish social and po-
litical thought, preferably in the form
of edited anthologies.

-Armenianinto Turkish, thesame
approach as above will be employed,
providing translations of major de-
bateswithin Armeniaandthediaspora.

The translations may be in East-
ern or Western Armenian, depending
on the availability of translators.
Throughthisinitiative we aimto make
textsavailableto scholarsand students
principally in Armenia, withtheaim of
facilitating the advancement of intel-
lectual discourse.

Thisinitiative will also contribute
to the modernisation of the Armenian
language, incorporating into it new vo-
cabulary, and increase the pool of trans-
latorsinto and out of Armenian. Wewill
develop and disseminate tools and re-
sources, as well as consider supporting
training schemes for tranglators.

Aninternationally based commit-
tee of experts has been established to
recommend the texts for translation.
The committee membersare: - Shushan
Avagyan - Literary translator and lec-

turer, Trandlation Certificate Program,
College of Humanities and Social Sci-
ences, American University of Armenia.

‘Vardan Azatyan - Associate Pro-
fessor, Y erevan State Academy of Fine
Arts; Lecturer, Institute of Contempo-
rary Art, Y erevan; President, The Ashot
Johanissyan Research Institute in the
Humanities, Armenia.

‘Hagop Gulludjian - Lecturer in
Armenian Studies, Department of Near
EasternLanguages& Cultures, UCLA,
USA.

-Smbat Hovhannisyan - L ecturer
at the Chair of World History, Depart-
ment of History, Yerevan State Uni-
versity, Armenia.

-Armine Ishkanian - Assistant
Professor and Programme Director of
theM Scin Social Policy and Devel op-
ment, London School of Economics
and Political Science, UK.

‘Raymond K évorkian - Directeur
émérite derecherche, Institut Frangais
de Géopolitique, UniversitéParisVIII,
Saint-Denis.

-ArdashesMargosyan - Formerly
of ArasY ayincilik Publishing, Istanbul.

-Ara Sanjian - Associate Profes-
sor in Armenian and Middle Eastern
History, Director of the Armenian Re-
search Center, University of Michigan
at Dearborn, USA.

The* Calouste Gulbenkian Trans-
lation Series” will launch a dedicated
webpage that will offer electronic ver-
sions of the translations (wherever
possible), translations of new termi-
nologies, discussions of translational
issues, resources and opportunitiesfor
translators and publishers, as well as
regular newsabout the devel opment of
theinitiative.

Theofficial launchof the* Calouste
Gulbenkian Tranglation Series’ will bein
February 2016, at that point we will
announce the initial list of texts to be
translated and published. In early 2016,
we will also begin to select a pool of
translators and publishersto collaborate
with through amixed process of tender-
ing and direct commissioning.

The ECHR Judgment Regarding Peringek v.
Switzerland

Continued frompagel

tards,” clearly demonstrate the con-
nection between the hate speech against
Armenians— even by public officers—
stemming fromthedenial of the Arme-
nian Genocide and the current living
conditionsof the Armenian peoplewho
are deprived of the security of life.
As human rights defenders, we
witness this connection every single
day. For example, the Deputy Prime
Minister’s statement, “PKK terrorists
are Armenian, evidenced by the dead
terrorists which are mostly uncircum-
cised,” followed by theAnkaraMayor’s
statements during a TV interview,
“Kurds are being deceived to vote for
HDP (pro-Kurdish party) whose | ead-

ershave madeasecret deal with Arme-
nians to give Kurdish populated lands
to Armenians.”

Thefact that the Armenian people
have no security of life in Turkey, a
country of denial, isfurther evidenced
by the murders of Hrant Dink, Sevag
Balykcgy, andMaritsaK liglik in Samatya,
all of which took placeinrecent years.
In fact, the ECHR is already aware of
the life threatening denialist environ-
ment in Turkey throughtheHrant Dink
case, where the Court convicted Tur-
key for, inter alia, the violation of the
right to lifein September 2010. More-
over themorerecent murders of Sevag
Balykcy and Maritsa K ticik will most
probably also find their way to the
ECHR, which will have to take into

December 12, 2015

ONEArmenia Launches Santas Wanted!

SANTAS 55 WANTED!

YEREVAN -- Starting on No-
vember 25th, ONEArmenia has
launched Santas Wanted! a platform
that will enable peoplearoundtheworld
to gift Christmas presents to children
invillagesin Armenia.

Thiscampaignwill givechildren
the joy of opening a brand new gift,
something which they may not other-
wise get the opportunity to do very
often. ONEArmenia has hand picked
products that are meaningful not only
for the children who will receivethem,
but also for the adults that produce
them and, by extension, the peoplethat
gift them.

You can browse the products
fromlocal businessesonthe campaign
page online and find that perfect gift
youwould liketo give. Onceyou have
purchased it, ONEArmenia, in part-
nershipwith Children of ArmeniaFund
(COAF), will distribute them to the
children in underdeveloped villages.
Each business has it's own unique
mission and products, but they all have
one thing in common: everything is
made in Armenia.

The gifts include a variety of
products to put a smile on any child’'s
face. You can purchase books pub-
lished by Zangak, a publishing house
located in Y erevan, that will not only
benefit one student, but awhole class-
room in some of the 33 schools that
COAF servesinvillagesin Armenia.

Or you can purchase the gift of
warmth for children from head to toe,
who go to school in harsh winters, by
purchasing products from Homeland
Devel opment I nitiative Foundation who
work to create sustainable develop-
ment in rural villages in Armenia by
empoweringwomen toturntheir skills
into profitablebusinessesallowingthem
to support their families. Y ou can also
make sure that they are fitted with
proper footwear so that all that beauti-

ful magical snow doesn’t turn into a
major, freezing, slushy pain in the,
well, foot.

AVA Shoes and Yeghvard are
two quality, stylish shoe optionsavail-
able for purchase. ONEArmenia has
selected the more sturdy, durable and
naturally stylish boots from AVA,
named after Syrian Armenian founders
Antranig, Viken, and Anto, who opened
their factory in 2014, or the classic
iconic Soviet era sneaker from the
Y eghvard shoe factory.

And if you like the idea of sup-
porting the economies in border vil-
lages, you can purchase a pot of honey
from Honey.am, who take a more
sticky approach to creating positive
social impact. The production and dis-
tribution of their products contributes
to the formation of “viable, self-orga-
nizing communities” while also en-
couraging thedevel opment of ahealthier
culture of eating by substituting pro-
cessed sugar with natural, local honey.
A jar of this honey can serve an entire
family weeks, or maybejust oneweek,
itispretty delicious, and it comeswith
a cute little bee toy made by women
livinginborder villages.

Last, but not least, ONEArmenia
haspartnered with ArmTab onceagain,
following last year’'s campaign with
Orranto bring thefirst tablets madein
Armeniato 100 Armenian teens. This
year 1A wants to continue making the
| atest technology availableto Armenia's
youth and so the flashiest Santas
Wanted! gift available for purchaseis
atablet that will beequipped withfree,
educational apps.

ONEArmeniahascreated theplat-
formfor peopleall around theworldto
purchasegiftsfor childrenin Armenia,
and it's as easy as a few clicks of the
mouse. So put on your Santa hat, get
online and start spreading that holiday
cheer!

consideration the consequences of
genocide denial in Turkey.

Where do we go from here?

Their response to the Grand
Chamber judgment underscores the
valueattachedtothe ECHR by Turkish
ultranationalists, asatool to beutilised/
abused by them to redefine the dis-
course and context of their anti-Arme-
nian propaganda campaign. This atti-
tude, therefore, calls for a vigilant,
sustained, and focused counter-cam-
paign by Turkish and Armenian orga-
nizations, such asthe Coalition, acting
in concert, including well-conceived,
well-documented, and persuasive cases
before Turkish courts, to maintain the
pressure on the Turkish Government
and ultranationalist groups.

At the very least, thisinitial at-
tempt to engage the ECHR has demon-
strated the need to reframe the geno-
cidedenial issueintermsof hate speech
rather than simple questionsof histori-
cal truth and legal classification. Per-
hapsthe best way forward would be to
consider challenging Perincek’ s state-
ments before Turkish courts, based on
the elements within the Grand
Chamber’ s Judgment, or even to chal-
|lengetheteaching of genocidedenial in
the history books of Turkish children,
with aview to strike at the heart of the
hate-mongeringthat isthereal motiva-
tion behind such denial.

Human Rights Association

Truth Justice Memory Center

The International Institute for
Genocide and Human Rights Studies
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