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Karaoke, Chinese food & Desert

HMM Ladies
2018 GET-TOGETHER
KARAOKE NIGHT

2,U.U. Shljtrmg Upmptanh

2018 DUHVORBU3UUY
6rcunad

Saturday, February 17, 2018 starting @8:00 pm
Cwpwp Okinpniwp 17, 2018, kpkoyul dunip 8:00-th uljuyur

Pwpwopk Epudomnniphil, plunhp ot hwlwnud shtwljwt &wptp
Address: Garo Soghanalian Hall
1060 N. Allen Ave., Pasadena, CA 91104
Oumuunhtin Ywpo Unnuitiu bt Upwhti ikpu

Entrance Donation $30
Ununph tmtp $30
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MEMBER
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Garine Depoyan

626-755-4773
554 N. Chester Ave Pasadena, Ca. 91106
ghdepoyan@gmail.com
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Concert4

“CONFESSIONS™

PROGRAM
Vahram Sargsyan — Three Choral Works
1 World Premiere)*

artalyan — Choral Cycle Misag Metzarents V2%

(2017)
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Nourish your hair
with natural products

ATROBN
Sunday, January 28, 2018
3:.00 pm

Zipper Concert Hall at the Colburn School
200 S. Grand Ave. Los Angeles, CA

gciety.com
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FM Nalbandian - Turkey's Century-Long
Denialist Policy Has Failed

YEREVAN -- Turkey cannot but
realize that the recognition process of
the Armenian Genocide is irreversible,
Armenian Foreign Minister Edward
Nalbandian has said.

“It is obvious that the century-
long denialist policy has failed. How-
ever, Turkey continues to stick to the
stereotypes. Ankara does not shy away
to distort not just the historic facts but
the current realities, including by mis-
representing the rulings of the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights,” Minis-
ter Nalbandian said in comments to
Radio Liberty.

The statement comes after Turk-
ish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu
described French President Emmanuel
Macron’s recent remarks on the Ar-
menian Genocide as “populism.”

“In an open letter addressed to
the Prime Minister of Turkey the In-
ternational Association of Genocide
Scholars has rightly stated that the
Armenian Genocide is abundantly
documented by thousands of official
records of the United States and other
nations around the world including the
Ottoman Turkey’s wartime allies Ger-
many, Austria and Hungary, by eye-
witness accounts of missionaries and
diplomats, by the testimony of survi-
vors, by the decades of historical and
legal scholarships, and even by Otto-
man court-martial records,” Minister
Nalbandian said.

“It is noteworthy that Germany
and Austria have not only recognized
the Armenian Genocide as many other
countries had done but also acknowl-

edged their part of responsibility, as
Turkey’s allies of the time,” Armenia’s
top diplomat continued.

“The international community has
emphasized on many occasions that
the denial of Genocide creates a breed-
ing ground for the repetition of crimes
against humanity. Instead of labeling
as populists those who have recog-
nized the Armenian Genocide, Ankara
needs to abandon threatening popu-
lism of its denialist policy and candidly
faceits own past,” Edward Nalbandian
stated.

Speaking at a dinner with the
Coordinating Council of the Coordina-
tion Council of Armenian Organiza-
tions in France (CCAF), Macron said
he would add the Day of Remem-
brance of the Armenian Genocide to
the French calendar and bring the law
criminalizing the genocide denial to the
parliament.

EU Plans New Aid Package
For Armenian Regions

The European Parliamentis plan-
ning to allocate around 40 million
euros ($50 million) for development
projects that will be launched in three
regions in northern Armenia this year,
according to a senior EU diplomat.

“We are discussing with the Ar-
menian government our action plan
for 2018 and will most probably fo-
cus on three directions: tourism, agri-
culture and creative economy,” Piotr
Switalski, head of the EU Delegation
in Yerevan, said over the weekend.

Speaking during an EU-spon-
sored cross-country ski festival in
Ashotsk, a small town in northwest-
ern Armenia, Switalski said the fresh
aid package is aimed at stimulating
economic activity and reducing pov-
erty in the Shirak, Lori and Tavush
provinces.

Shirak has long been the
country’s poorest region. It is still
reeling from a devastating earth-
quake in 1988 that killed tens of
thousands of people and left many
others homeless.

Commenting on aid programs

planned for Shirak, Switalski said in
particular that the EU will spend more
than 500,000 on euros on a pilot
project designed to support commer-
cial wool processing in Amasia, an
impoverished provincial town 23 ki-
lometers southwest of Ashotsk. The
EU will also be promoting tourism in
the area known for harsh winter
weather, he said. The ski festival held
there is part of that effort.

“We see a potential here,”
Switalski told reporters. “We believe
that together with its Armenian and
other partners the EU can help to
create employment and other oppor-
tunities for locals so that they see the
realization of their dreams here.”

The EU has been one of
Armenia’s leading foreign donors
ever since the early 1990s. Switalski
said in November that it will provide
the country with at least 170 million
euros in fresh aid over the next three
years. The diplomat spoke shortly
after the signing of a Comprehensive
and Enhanced Partnership Agreement
between the EU and Armenia.

President Macron Pledges to Designate
Armenian Genocide Commemoration Day
to French Calendar

Conseil de coordination

PARIS -- French President
Emmanuel Macron attended the annual
gala dinner of the Coordination Coun-
cil of Armenian Organizations of
France, AFP reported.

The dinner was also attended by
Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo, Lyon Mayor
Georges Képénékian, Members of Par-
liament, ethnic Armenian lawmaker
Patrick Devedjian, as well as the repre-
sentatives of the Armenian and Jewish
communities of France. Istanbul-Ar-
menian Turkish Parliament member
Garo Paylan (HDP) was an honorary

guest of the gala dinner.

During his remarks President
Macron touched upon a number of
issues concerning the Armenian com-
munity, including the Armenian Geno-
cide and the Nagorno Karabakh con-
flict.

“The fight for justice and recog-
nition is our fight. We carry out this
fight by remembering and designating
a genocide commemoration day in the
Republic’s calendar”, Macron said,

Continued on page 2

Armenia Placed 44th in 2018 Index of
Economic Freedom
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NEW YORK -- Armeniais placed
44th (down from 33rd last year) among
186 countries and is ranked as a “mod-
erately free” country in the 2018 Index
of Economic Freedom, an annual guide
published by The Heritage Foundation.
The Index covers 10 freedoms — from
property rights to entrepreneurship.

Other countries in the region are
placed as follows: Georgia 16th, Tur-
key — 58th, Azerbaijan 67th, Iran —
156th.

Armenia’s partners in the Eur-

asian Economic Union Russia and
Kazakhstan are ranked 107th and 41st
respectively, Belarus is 108th,
Kyrgyzstan is 78th.

Hong Kong tops the list, fol-
lowed by Singapore and New Zealand.

“Armenia’s economic freedom
score is 68.7, making its economy the
44th freest in the 2018 Index. Its
overall score has decreased by 1.6
points, with a sharp decline in fiscal

Continued on page4
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Opposition Bloc Holds Another Rally

—

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Hun-
dreds of people rallied in Yerevan on
Monday as the opposition Yelk alliance
continued to campaign for major tax
cuts which it says are needed for
reversing recent increases in the prices
of fuel and some foodstuffs.

Addressing the protesters, Yelk
leaders again blamed the price hikes on
government-drafted legislation that
raised excise taxes collected from fuel,
tobacco and alcohol. The fuel prices
rose by over 10 percent immediately
after it went into force on January 1.

The new Tax Code also raised
income taxes for Armenians earning
well above the average wage in the
country. Yelk wants to have this
scrapped as well, saying that the au-
thorities should boost their tax revenue
by cracking down on tax evasion and
corruption instead.

“We demand that the tax rates be
brought back to the pre-January lev-
els,” one of the bloc’s leaders, Nikol
Pashinian, said through a megaphone
as the crowd marched through down-
town Yerevan.

He and other Yelk leaders an-
nounced that they have drafted corre-
sponding amendments to the Tax Code
which they hope will be debated at an
emergency session of the Armenian
parliament. They said they will start
collecting signatures for that purpose
in the National Assembly on Tuesday.

Yelk, which controls 9 of the 105
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parliament seats, needs the backing of
at least 27 lawmakers in order to force
such a parliament debate. [t remains to
be seen whether it will be backed by
the Tsarukian Bloc, the other opposi-
tion group represented in the parlia-
ment.

“We hope that we will collect the
necessary 27 signatures and the ex-
traordinary session will take place next
week,” Pashinian told the protesters
after the march.

Yelk staged its first protest against
the price hikes on January 19, attract-
ing only several hundred protesters.
Monday’s demonstration was hardly
bigger. Its organizers repeatedly urged
more Armenians to join the campaign.

“The authorities must see that
they are in trouble if they are to take
real steps,” said Pashinian. “Prices
hikes will continue until the authorities
see that Armenia’s citizens say no to
them in a tangible and visible way.”

Another Yelk leader, Edmon
Marukian, downplayed the relatively
poor attendance at the rally, saying
that the opposition alliance will also
use the parliament “platform” to keep
the government under pressure. “We
are taking multifaceted actions,” he
told RFE/RL’s Armenian service
(Azatutyun.am).

The ruling Republican Party of
Armenia (HHK) has a comfortable
majority in the parliament and can
easily block any opposition bill.

President Macron Pledges

Continued from page 1

adding thata decision on this issue will
be adopted in the coming months.

As for the relations with Tur-
key, the French President said he
will try to engage Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan in a regular
dialogue: “Sometimes contrary to
media desires”. “I have told him ev-
erything. Our result in this sense is
the release of a number of journal-
ists. There are a lot of well-grounded
doubts over dialogue with Turkey,
but in my opinion the results show
that the message of France is not
addressed in emptiness”, Emmanuel
Macron said.

The French President warmly
welcomed Garo Paylan, stating that
his voice is heard sometimes in an
unequal atmosphere, but it is much
more important than the loud state-
ments of many others.

Macron's Statement Angers Turkey

President Emmanuel Macron's
statement leads to a new tension in the
Turkish-French relations, Sputnik
News reports.

Turkish foreign minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu denounced Macron’s com-
ment as a domestic political move
which amounted to little more than
“populism.” “What will change if the
issue is brought to the agenda or not”,
the Turkish FM said, adding that geno-
cide is not a political, but a legal term.

He also criticized Macron’s state-
ment on the military operations of the
Turkish armed forces in Syria’s Afrin.
“France or any other country cannot
give us lessons over Afrin. These Eu-
ropeans are two-faced. They initially
expressed support for Turkey’s cam-
paign in Syria during talks with An-
kara, but that they appeared to have
changed their stance in public com-
ments”, Cavusoglu said.

Azerbaijan Announces Snap
Presidential Elections

BAKU— Azerbaijan’s strongman
Ilham Aliyev on Monday called a snap
presidential vote for April, six months
ahead of schedule, as opposition poli-
ticians slammed the surprise move,
AFP reports.

“Set the date of the election of
the President of the Republic of
Azerbaijan on April 11,” Aliyev or-
dered in a decree posted on his website
without providing an immediate expla-
nation for the move.

The country was initially set to
hold the vote on October 17.

Last week, the deputy chair of
the ruling Yeni Azerbaijan party, Ali
Akhmedov, said that Aliyev planned to
run for a fourth consecutive term.

The decision sparked strong criti-
cism from opposition parties.

“The Aliyevs have been in power
for some 45 years already and that
contradicts the principles of a demo-
cratic republic,” the leader of the op-
position Popular Front party, Ali
Kerimli, told AFP.

The veteran politician said the

decision to hold early elections was
aimed at shortening the election
campaign and “hampering the
opposition’s efforts to prevent vote
rigging”.

So far, two opposition candi-
dates — Musavat party leader Isa
Gambar and the chairman of the Clas-
sical Popular Front Party Mirmahmud
Miralioglu —have announced they plan
to run for president.

FAST’s Angels Network to Connect
Business and Science in Armenia

YEREVAN — A Science and
Technology Angels Network (STAN)
has opened in Armenia by the initiative
of the Foundation for Armenian Sci-
ence and Technology (FAST). The
network has announced the start of
activity to the press today.

STAN is a group of 18 Armenian
and Diaspora-Armenian investors who
are going to provide financial and ex-
pert assistance to newly-established
Armenian companies in the fields of
data science, artificial intelligence,
machine learning, biotechnology and
microelectronics.

FAST CEO Armen Orujyan said
they want to make Armenia a cham-
pion in the fields of science and inno-
vation. “We are not here for six months,
but for a long time and expect 10-15
years of engagement. We are here to
bring changes in science and tech-
nologies. Armenians have a deep
knowledge of science, culture, per-
haps at present the education system is
not at a high level, but the people’s
culture is so that they want to use it. Of
course, here there are some enter-
prises the field is not empty, but we
want also to assist and encourage the
others”, Armen Orujyan said.

FAST co-founder Arthur
Alaverdyan has stressed the signifi-

cance of such initiatives, noting they
can solve concrete problems in the
ecosystem and boost both business
activity and science by assisting scien-
tific startups. cience,” said Alaverdyan.

STAN Co-chair Igor Khalatyan
has noted that the network is aimed at
creating an environment where entre-
preneurs with ideas can find funding.
“We can help with not just financing,
but experience and knowledge as well.
All 18 investors in our network are
people with vast experience in various
areas,” he said.

“We are not your typical ‘an-
gels’. The ‘business angels’ invest in
companies in the early stages, when
the entrepreneur has realized the idea
and needs additional funding. We fo-
cus on quality and not quantity, so we
will prioritize startups with scientific
and technical base that contribute to
development of these areas not only in
Armenia, but worldwide. We will give
more than money: our time, knowl-
edge, and experience,” said STAN Co-
chair Ruben Arutyunyan.

The network has established the
minimal annual investment from each
member to be at $10,000 in the first
four years of activity, and starting
from the fifth year, the rate will be
raised to $20,000.
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An Open Letter to the Ministry of Justice of
Armenia and the Chamber of Advocates:
We Stand Concerned

MULUS®

It appears that something rather
peculiar is afoot at the Justice Minis-
try. While the power to discipline at-
torneys is common in a number of
jurisdictions, the manner of its pro-
posed implementation in the Armenian
judicial system has drawn not only our
attention but our concerned circum-
spection. We urge the Justice Minister
to tread carefully here—Ilest he disrobe
yet another pillar of the judiciary’s
waning independence.

The whole thing appears rather
innocuous at first glance: the Arme-
nian court will be afforded the ability
to sanction attorneys practicing be-
fore it—and that, to the order of
100,000 Armenian Drams ($200 Dol-
lars). Of course, we understand this
poweris to be applied against prosecu-
tors as well as defense counsel. Yet,
we doubt this is true and, frankly,
question even its administrative feasi-
bility: if such sanctioning power was
actually exercised by Armenian judges
against both defense counsel and pros-
ecutors, even anecdotal reports sug-
gest that there would be an immediate
backlog of sanctions proceedings for
prosecutorial misconduct, dilatory be-
havior and consistent disregard of dis-
covery obligations in numerous cases.

The more likely scenario is pros-
ecutors will not be sanctioned, but
defense counsel will be—and readily
so. The sanctions regime will not curb
prosecutorial misconduct but instead
curb the zealous advocacy of defense
counsel on behalf of the accused, es-
pecially in politically-motivated pros-
ecutions.

But this is not even half the
problem. The proposed contempt re-
gime overlooks an essential element in
procedural application with real, sub-
stantive consequences: the institution
of the “contempt hearing.” Generally,
in criminal cases pending in seasoned
judicial systems, the court would ref-
erence possible contempt but defer the
“contempt hearing” of defense coun-
sel until after the criminal case is con-
cluded so as not to disrupt a
defendant’s right to counsel of choice

and not distract defense counsel from
zealously representing the accused in
court. This is not simply procedural
nicety—it is necessary to protect the
rights of the accused during criminal
legal proceedings.

A “contempt hearing”—con-
ducted by aneutral magistrate, outside
and after the underlying case—is also
crucial to protect the due process rights
of the attorney. The disciplining of a
defense lawyer by an Armenian court,
while a criminal case is ongoing, is not
only inherently unjust and unfair to the
defendant but may also be a violation
of the attorney’s due process rights
where it results in disciplinary action
without a hearing on the merits and
with the offended judge serving as
both the accuser and decider.

The power to discipline an attor-
ney should vest with the Chamber of
Advocates—complete with “notice and
opportunity to be heard”—not with the
Armenian judge during a pending crimi-
nal proceeding. The court may “no-
tice” the attorney and refer the matter
to the Chamber of Advocates for dis-
ciplinary action—which would be con-
ducted after and outside the pending
criminal matter and with due process
safeguards. Such would not only pro-
tect the rights of the criminal defen-
dant and the targeted attorney, but it
would also allow for consistency in
disciplinary jurisprudence.

These are likely not the objec-
tives of the present proposal. This
proposal is a marked step toward the
further subservience of judicial insti-
tutions to an ever-reaching ruling es-
tablishment.

We call on the Justice Minister to bear
in mind that, while the general public
may not find interest in these seem-
ingly innocuous proposals, we do. And
we caution that he act to safeguard the
very judicial institutions the ministry
serves rather than the political agendas
of t
he Republic’s governing elites.
ARMENIAN RIGHTS WATCH
COMMITTEE—ARWC
ARMENIAN BAR ASSOCIATION

Armenian International Women’s
Association 2018 Hasmik Mgrdichian
Scholarship Awards Applications

.
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LOS ANGELES -The Los Angeles Affiliate of the Armenian Interna-
tional Women’s Association (AIWA) is proud to announce that applications
are now being accepted for the Hasmik Mgrdichian Scholarships. The
Hasmik Mgrdichian Scholarships were establishedin 2011 to annually award
scholarships to university students. Thanks to the continued generosity of
Hasmik Mgrdichian each year $5,000 are awarded to five students.

Applications are now available on line and are open to all California
Women residents of Armenian descent who are applying for education in an
accredited college or university. Applications are also accepted from stu-
dents applying for graduate or undergraduate programs. The scholarship
awards are based on both financial need and merit.

Nicole Nishanian, President of AIWA-LA stated: “Our scholarship
program was created by Hasmik Mgrdichian, one of the founders of the Los
Angeles Affiliate. We take great pride in her legacy to recognize and assist
in the education of young Armenian women. It is gratifying each year to
receive their applications and to learn of their scholastic achievements and
goals for the future.”

The Scholarship Committee, chaired by Lily Balian and with committee
members Hermine Janoyan, Cindy Norian, Diane Cabraloff, Diana Hekimian,
Houry Aposhian and Lysa Gregorian, granddaughter of Hasmik Mgrdichian.
They are committed to reaching out to all California universities and colleges
to inform women students of the opportunity to submit application for
scholarship awards.

Flyers and notices are being sent to Armenian schools, organizations
and churches.

In addition to the Hasmik Mgrdichian Scholarship Awards from the Los
Angeles Affiliate, other scholarships are available through the AIWA Inter-
national Board in Watertown, Massachusetts. Applications are available in all
fields ranging from mathematics and architecture to government, public
administration, psychology, art and design, diplomacy and in the sciences.

Applications for all AIWA scholarships for the 2018-2019 academic
year can be downloaded from the ATWA website (Wwww.aiwainternational.org)
or through the Los Angeles Affiliate website: www.aiwalLA.org. Young
women are urged to apply for both scholarships.

The deadline for applications this year is April 20, 2018. Winners will
be announced in late May or early June.

Mkhitaryan Has Three Assists
in First Start for Arsenal

LONDON — Henrikh Mkhitaryan
provided three assists on a dream home
debut as Arsenal cruised to a 5-1 vic-
tory over Everton at the Emirates Sta-
dium. The Armenia international joined
the Gunners last month from Manches-
ter United in a swap deal which saw
Alexis Sanchez move in the opposite
direction. Mkhitaryan struggled to
showcase his creative talents under
Jose Mourinho at Old Trafford but the
early evidence suggests he will thrive
under Arsene Wenger.

The game also saw the debut of

SEROP'S CAFE
GREEK & LEBANESE FO0D

SERYING BATON ROUGE SINCE 1979

Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang who
joined from Borussia Dortmund on
deadline day for a club-record fee,
uniting with his former team-mate
Mkhitaryan.

Aubameyang and Mkhitaryan
combined for a staggering 121 goals
and 80 assists during their three sea-
sons together at Borussia Dortmund
between 2013 and 2016.

Mkhitaryan provided the assist
for Aaron Ramsey’s opener before

setting up his old pal Aubameyang who
found the net with a classy dinked
finished for the Gunners’ fourth goal
before the break.

Mkhitaryan grabbed his third as-
sist of the match in the 74th minute as
he provided the ball for Ramsey’s hat-
trick goal.

Henrikh Mkhitaryan has become
the first Arsenal player to provide 3
assists in a Premier League game this
season.
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Popular Comedy Play “Where Is Your
Groom?” Part II to Perform for D.C.
Armenian Community

For many Armenian parents, it’s
a dream come true when their child
finds an Armenian spouse. But as soon
as the wedding planning commences,
that’s when the problems - and the
comedy - begin.

The sequel to the original hit
play, “Where Is Your Groom? (Pesad
Oor Eh)” Part II will perform for the
Washington D.C. Armenian commu-
nity on Saturday, March 10, 2018, in
an event hosted by the Knights &
Daughters of Vartan to benefit school-
teachers in Yerevan, Armenia.

The story picks up as the parents
of newly engaged couple Lara and Ari
come together to celebrate the antici-
pated union. But before the soorj is even
served, the initial pleasantries quickly
diminish as debates launch over what
church the service will take place, who
will be the best man and if Adiss or
Manuel will sing at the reception. To
make matters even more frustrating for
Lara, her fiancé goes missing, past suit-
ors show up and a matchmaker is hired
to help her brother find a wife.

The Knights & Daughters of
Vartan believe the modern, humorous
story will resonate with audiences
through laughter, while also giving
them a chance to examine the more
serious issues of cultural preservation
in the Diaspora.

“I feel it’s important to organize
events which enrich our cultural heri-
tage,” said Araxie Vann, Matron of the
Daughters of Vartan. “Bringing this the-
ater group to the Washington D.C. Ar-
menian community will help young
Diasporans relate the subject matter to
their own lives, while at the same time
looking at the situation from the outside
and finding humor in it,” said Vann.

The play has struck a chord not
only with audiences during its run,
most recently at New York City’s

Miller Theatre and the Mosesian Cen-
ter for the Arts in Watertown, Massa-
chusetts, but also for the 20 person
cast and crew. Hailing from all back-
grounds in the New York metro area,
the young professionals in the produc-
tion have also deeply connected with
the play and its characters.

Playing the role of the family ma-
triarch Siroun, Nairi Hartounian said she
was reminded of the strong women she
was surrounded by while growing up,
who served as an inspiration when she
assumed the character of the overbear-
ing, yet compassionate mother and wife.

“We’ve had three, sometimes
four generations in the audience and
they’ve all been able to identify with
what they see on stage,” said
Hartounian, a graduate student at New
York University studying public rela-
tions and corporate communications.
“This is a universal story and we all
find pieces within ourselves through
all of the layered characters.”

The D.C. performance will serve
as a fundraiser to provide assistance to
the teachers and workers of the Knights
and Daughters of Vartan School in
Armenia’s capital city. A special com-
mittee has been formed under the chair-
manship of former Matron Doris
George.

“Our group is committed to
entertaining and stimulating dialogue
within our Armenian community, but
also to serve as a positive representa-
tive of our culture,” said writer and
director Taleen Babayan.

“Where Is Your Groom (Pesad
Oor Eh)?” Part II will take place on
Saturday, March 10, 2018 at 6:30 pm
at the Richard J. Ernst Cultural Center
in Annandale, Virginia. For tickets by
credit card, please visit paypal.me/
DaughtersofVartanUS or call Takuhi
at 301-219-4041.

Armenia Placed 44th in 2018

Continued from page 1

health and lower scores for investment
freedom and labor freedom over-
whelming modest improvements in
judicial effectiveness and monetary
freedom. Armeniais ranked 20th among
44 countries in the Europe region, and
its overall score is slightly below the
regional norm but well above the world
average,” the report reads.
“Armenia’s geographicisolation,
narrow export base, and pervasive
monopolies in important business sec-

tors have made it particularly vulner-
able to deteriorations in global com-
modity markets and economic chal-
lenges in Russia. Nevertheless, mod-
est diversification has produced
greater economic dynamism, and a
decade of strong economic growth
has reduced poverty and unemploy-
ment. Broad simplification of business
procedures has facilitated regulatory
efficiency. Cronyism and undue influ-
ence, despite some progress in tack-
ling corruption, remain concerns,” the
report said.

SAS Recognizes “Best Conference Paper
Award” Recipients for 2016

FRESNO -- The Society for Ar-
menian Studies has announced the re-
cipients of its 2016 “Best Conference
Paper Award.” Recognized are co-
winners Jennifer Manoukian for her
paper “Translating the Colloquial Ar-
menian of Late-Nineteenth Century
Constantinople in Zabel Yessayan’s
The Gardens of Silihdar,” and Piruza
Hayrapetyan for her paper “The Arme-
nian Ganj-Hymn — An “Originally Ar-
menian” or a “Borrowed” Genre: Re-
shaping the Debate.”

The SAS Executive Council will
award each of the winning recipients a
$500.00 prize. Each year SAS awards
$500.00 for the best paper presented
by a graduate student at a conference
in a calendar year. A committee ap-
pointed by the Executive Council
judges the papers.

Manoukian’s paper was a cri-
tique of her translation of Zabel
Yessayan’s The Gardens of Silihdar,
which was written in Western Arme-
nian and set in the 19th century
Constantinople. The memoir is “inter-
spersed with dialogue written in the
sociolects of Yessayan ’s family and
neighbors, defined by code-switching
between non-standard forms of Arme-
nian and Turkish.” Manoukian’s cri-
tique explores the possible uses of The
Gardens of Silihdar for sociolinguists,
while also interrogating the position of
translation for mnon-territorial,
diasporan languages like Western Ar-
menian.

Manoukian is a PhD student in
the Department of Near Eastern Lan-
guages and Cultures at the University
of California, Los Angeles and a liter-
ary translator from Western Arme-
nian. She received her master’s degree
from the Department of Middle East-
ern, South Asian and African Studies
at Columbia University and her
bachelor’s degree from the Depart-
ment of French at Rutgers University.
Her book-length translations include
The Gardens of Silihdar by Zabel
Yessayan (2014) and The Candidate
by Zareh Vorpouni (2016).

Hayrapetyan delivered her paper
at the 14th Graduate Student Collo-
quium in Armenian Studies (February
12,2016, University of California, Los
Angeles). Her paper dealt with Ganjs
which are Armenian hymns dedicated

to church feasts and saints. These
were recited and sung in the Armenian
Divine Office. In her paper
Hayrapetyan poses the question of the
“original and literary connection of the
ganj into a wider literary context.” Her
paper concentrated on two literary
connections ganj — k‘aroz and ganj —
Syriac hymns, madrasha and memra.
Based on a structural analysis of these
genres, her paper “demonstrates the
extent of the ganj’s literary depen-
dence on these genres as a poetic form
revealing both common and distinct
structural features.”

Hayrapetyan received her B.A.
(2005) and first M.A. (2007) degrees
from the Yerevan State University
Department of Armenian Philology.
She is also a graduate of the Central
European University (CEU) in Budapest
where she received her second M.A. in
Medieval Studies (2015). She is cur-
rently a doctoral candidate in the De-
partment of Medieval Studies at CEU
and an exchange fellow at the Depart-
ment of Byzantine and Modern Greek
Studies at the University of Vienna.
She worked as a manuscript cataloger
and junior codicologist at the
Matenadaran (Research Institute of
Armenian Manuscripts) in Yerevan
(2008-2014).

SAS President Bedross Der
Matossian congratulated both recipi-
ents. “This year we have received
many highly-qualified papers in the
competition which demonstrates the
sophisticated level of anew generation
of graduate students in their respective
fields dealing with Armenian Studies.
We hope that this trend continues for
the coming years,” said Der Matossian.

The Society of Armenian Studies
is an international body, composed of
scholars and students, whose aims are
to promote the study of Armenian
culture and society, including history,
language, literature, and social, political,
and economic questions; to facilitate the
exchange of scholarly information per-
taining to Armenian studies around the
world; and to sponsor panels and con-
ferences on Armenian studies.

For membership information or
more information on the Society for
Armenian Studies, please visit the SAS
website at
societyforarmenianstudies.com.
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Trip includes
tree planting
in Ashtarak.

llEuROPERN

DISCOVER ARMENIA
DISCOVER YOURSELF

Trip to Armenia & Artsakh

July 6-19, 2018

Tour Conductor: Norayr Daduryan

4-star hotel accommodations:
Ant Plaza Hotel in Yerevan
Park Hotel in Stepanakert
Ilights on Qartar Airways

Cost per person (based on double occupancy)

For more information and reservations call:
Christine: (818) 842 7500 (x105)

EUROPEAN TRAVEL
1810 W. BURBANK BLVD., SUITE 200, BURBANK, CA 91506
TEL: (818) 842-7500

$280 tax applicable per person
Single and triple occupancy rates
are available upon request.
Travel Insurance is available
upon request.
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HARRY THE HANDYMAN SERVICES

Air Conditioning Repair
Plumbing & Roofing
Water & Gas Pipes » Fencing & Painting
Iron Work Repair - Electrical Job

Email: haroutig007@gmail.com

Dependable « Reliable « Fast Work

CALL HARRY

8182193314

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
IN PASADENA

Jur2Nk aruusLeuyLeEn

1060 North Allen Ave
Pasadena, CA 91104
Qpuwubilbwybtpp YGpwlnpngniwé
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(626) 398-0506
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