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For which of the following political parties would you vote if

national parliamentary elections were held next Sunday?
(Among likely voters; first choice: N=967)

civil contract |
Bright Armenia - 10%
Prosperous Armenia Party - 9%
Sasna Tsrer Party . 3%
Republican Party of Armenia l 2%

Dashnaktsutyun/Armenian Revolutionary Federation I 2%

Republic Party l 1%
Apricot Land Party I 1%
Heritage Party | <1%

Free Democrats Party | <1%
other | <1z

Nene . 4%

Don't know/No answer l 1%
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Campaigning Starts for Armenian
Snap Parliamentary Elections

_md‘ma. \

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Cam-
paigning officially kicked off on Mon-
day for Armenia’s snap parliamentary
elections which Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian and his political allies are
expected to win by a landslide.

Two alliances, including
Pashinian’s My Step bloc, and nine
political parties are vying for at
least 101 seats in the Armenian
parliament that will elect the next
prime minister, the country’s most
powerful official.

The pre-term elections result
from this spring’s mass protests that
brought down Armenia’s longtime
leader Serzh Sarkisian. They will be

held on December 9 under a compli-
cated system of proportional repre-
sentation. Armenians will vote for not
only parties and blocs as a whole but
also their individual candidates run-
ning in a dozen nationwide constituen-
cies.

Under Armenian law, a political
party needs to win at least 5 percent of
the vote in order to be represented in
the National Assembly. The vote
threshold for blocs is set at 7 percent.

Pashinian reiterated his pledges
to ensure that the elections are the
most democratic in Armenia’s history

Continued onpage 3

Chief of the General Staff of Armenia:

The Confrontation Between the West and Russia
Has Negative Impact on the Situation in the Region

YEREVAN — Chiefofthe Arme-
nian General Staff Artak Davtyan is
convinced that the situation in Syria
and the confrontation between the West
and Russia have a negative impact on
the situation in the region as a whole.
Davtyan expressed this opinion on
November 22 during a meeting with
students in Gyumri.

According to him, today in the
region there is an increase in tension,
since both of these factors, of course,
affects the general atmosphere in the
region. According to him, this is due
to the fact that the immediate neigh-
bor of Armenia — Turkey is involved
in this process, and is fighting not
only against the Kurds, but also car-
ries out activities in Syria. “In addi-
tion, our other neighbor, Azerbaijan,
continues militaristic rhetoric. Baku
continues to develop its armed forces,
thereby trying to put pressure on the
Armenian people and the Armenian
authorities in order to achieve certain
successes or concessions in the ne-
gotiation process. But, the Armenian
armed forces are doing everything to
ensure the security of our borders,
thus providing an opportunity for the
leadership of the country to be more
confident in the negotiations with the
view that the Armed Forces will, if

necessary, fulfill the tasks assigned
to them”, Davtyan said.

Davtyan emphasized that the
Iskander missile system is not
Armenia’s only deterrent weapon, add-
ing that the country possesses other
armaments too which will be unveiled
in due time. According to him, now is
not the time to unveil or even announce
about the weapons in question.

The Iskander was first intro-
duced during the military parade mark-
ing the 25th anniversary of the
country’s independence. The ballistic
missile system was employed during
four military drills in 2018.

For which of the following political parties would you vote if

national parliamentary elections were held next Sunday?
(Among likely voters; first choice: N=967)

civit Contract |
Bright Armenia - 10%
Prosperous Armenia Party - 9%
Sasna Tsrer Party [JJ] 3%
Republican Party of Armenia l 2%
Dashnaktsutyun/Armenian Revolutionary Federation I 2%
Republic Party | 1%
Apricot Land Party I 1%
Heritage Party | <1%
Free Democrats Party I <1%
other | <1z

Nene . 4%

Don't know/No answer I 1%

IRI Releases Public Opinion Poll on Armenia

WASHINGTON, DC -- On No-
vember 23rd, The International Re-
publican Institute released its newest
public opinion survey of the residents
of Armenia.

The survey was conducted be-
tween October 9th to October 29th,
2018 in all regions of Armenia.

According to the survey Nikol
Pashinian's Civil Contract party will
get 67% of the vote in the upcoming
parliamentary elections.

Bright Armenia party led by
Edmond Maroukian and Prosperous

Armenia Party led by Gagig Zaroukian
will receive respectively 10% and 9%
of the vote.

Based on the IRI survey, these
three parties are the only ones which
will be represented in the next parlia-
ment. The other parties are further
behind.

IRI is a United States govern-
ment funded non profit organization
affiliated with the Republican party.

The full servey is at: https://
www.iri.org/sites/default/files/
2018.11.23 armenia_poll.pdf

Hayastan All-Armenian Fund’s

LOS ANGELES — In an annual
telethon broadcast from Los Angeles,
Hayastan All-Armenian Fund has raised
more than $11 million that will mostly
be spent on its ongoing infrastructure
projects in Nagorno-Karabakh.

As always, the Thanksgiving Day
telethon featured prominent members
of the Armenian community in the
United States and Karabakh Armenian
leaders. It was broadcast by Armenian
and U.S.-Armenian TV channels.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian
made a live televised appeal to Arme-
nians around the world when he vis-
ited the Fund’s headquarters in
Yerevan early on Friday. He urged
them to donate more funds to the
charity, stressing the importance of
its projects implemented in Armenia
and Karabakh.

In a statement issued shortly af-
terwards, Armenia Fund said the sum
collected by it this time includes $2.5

Annual Telethon Raises $11,109,633

million donated by a “benefactor” who
did not want to be identified. Two
other wealthy donors, Armenian-
American businessmen Antranig
Baghdassarian and Albert Boyajian,
contributed $1 million each.

Most of the latest donations will
be channeled into two projects in
Karabakh launched by Armenia Fund
last year. One of them is aimed at
expanding local irrigation networks
while the other seeks to support greater
use of solar energy by Karabakh house-
holds.

Armenia Fund has implemented
over $350 million worth of projects in
Karabakh and Armenia since being set
up in 1992. The fund’s current Board
of Trustees is headed by Armenia’s
President Armen Sarkissian and com-
prises Pashinian, other senior Arme-
nian state officials, Catholicos Garegin

Continued on page 4
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Stratfor: Washington to Focus its Attention
on Strengthening Ties with Armenia

Armenia to Host 3rd Global Forum Against
the Crime of Genocide on December 9

WASHINGTON, DC — Wash-
ington is seeking to focus its attention
on strengthening ties with the Arme-
nian government, according to experts
of Stratfor, a leading US-based geopo-
litical intelligence platform, Stratfor
Global Intelligence analysts report.

“Armenia has traditionally been
one of the closest and most loyal allies
of Russia — the country is a member
of the Moscow-led Eurasian Economic
Union and the Collective Security Treaty
Organization military bloc — but po-
litical tensions have emerged between
Armenia and Russia in recent months
following the rise to power of opposi-
tion leader Nikol Pashinian in April’s
Velvet Revolution. The United States
hopes to exploit these tensions by driv-
ing a wedge between Armenia and
Russia — something it has already
tried to do, as evidenced by US national
security adviser John Bolton’s visit to
Armenia last month, when he expressed
the United States’ interest in selling weap-
ons to Armenia,” reads their recently
published analytical review.

The experts insist that Moscow
has viewed Bolton’s offer as a direct
challenge, with Russia currently hav-

_
STRATFOR

ing “a monopoly on weapons sales to
Armenia, as well as 5,000 troops in the
small republic.”

“While Armenia is ultimately un-
likely to abandon its strategic align-
ment with Russia, political frictions
between the two could offer the United
States an opportunity to chip away at
a key ally on Moscow’s periphery,”
they say.

The authors of the review also
predict chances of decreasing eco-
nomic ties with Iran this year.

At the same time, they say, the
United States will increase security
support and conduct more military
exercises with Georgia, “the only coun-
try in the region that is actively pursu-
ing European Union and NATO inte-
gration.”

Armenia’s 2019 Budget
Approved By Parliament

YEREVAN
(RFE/RL) — The
outgoing National |
Assembly approved A
on Thursday the Ar- §
m e n i a n
government’s draft Qe
budget for next year |
which calls for a 12 2
percent rise in public [
spending projected to [
total 1.65 trillion =
drams ($3.4 billion).

Despite  the [
planned increase, the government will
keep public sector salaries and pen-
sions largely unchanged.

The budget commits the govern-
ment to collecting 1.5 trillion drams in
tax and other revenues. This would
further cut the budget deficit which
should fall to 2.7 percent of GDP this
year. As has been the case in the past
two decades, the deficit will mostly be
financed with foreign loans and grants.

Armenia’s military spending is
projected to soar by 25 percent, to 309
billion drams ($633 million),in2019.By
comparison, the government is plan-
ning to spend 444 billion drams on
social programs, 139 billion drams on
education and 90 billion drams on
healthcare.

The government agreed to increase
its total spending target by about 6
billion drams ($12.3 million) as a result
of parliament debates. According to
Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian,
lawmakers proposed 146 amendments.

The 105-member parliament
passed the budget by 66 votes to 4,
with two abstentions. The spending
bill was backed by most deputies rep-
resenting former President Serzh
Sarkisian’s Republican Party of Arme-
nia (HHK).

Still, three senior HHK lawmak-

National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia

www.parfiament.am

ers — Eduard Sharmazanov, Arpine
Hovannisian and Armen Ashotian —
voted against it.

Citing the budgetary targets and
other macroeconomic data, Shar-
mazanov accused Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinian of failing to make
good on his pledges to significantly
speed up economic growth in the
country. He argued that Pashinian’s
government has forecast a growth
rate of only 4.9 percent for 2019.

The Armenian economy is on
track to grow by roughly 6 percent
this year after expanding by 7.5 per-
cent in 2017. According to official
statistics, GDP growth accelerated to
9.7 percent in the first quarter of 2018
that marked the last three months of
Sarkisian’s decade-long rule.

The 2019 budget envisages pay
rises only for 14,000 or so doctors and
other medical personnel working in
state-run policlinics.

Presenting it to the parliament on
November 13, Pashinian defended his
government’s decision not to raise the
salaries of other public sector employ-
ees as well as pensions and poverty
benefits. He attributed that to a lack of
state revenue and economic realities
inherited from the previous govern-
ment.

(L
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YEREVAN (Armradio) — Arme-
nia will host the 3rd Global Forum
against the Crime of Genocide on De-
cember 9, on the 70th anniversary of
the adoption of Convention on Preven-
tion and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide.

The forum will be organized with
the support of the UN Office on Geno-
cide Prevention and the Responsibility
to Protect, in cooperation with the
International Association of Genocide
Scholars.

Upon the initiative of Armenia, in
September 2015, the UN General As-
sembly unanimously adopted a resolu-
tion proclaiming 9 December as an
International Day of Commemoration

and Dignity of the Victims of the Crime
of Genocide and of the Prevention of
this Crime.

This landmark resolution followed
up on a resolution of the UN Human
Rights Council initiated by Armenia.
The resolutions, which have led to the
establishment of the Day, as well as
the events held in its observance, add
to the continued efforts of Armenia to
promote consolidated international ac-
tion against the crime of genocide.

The purpose of the day is to raise
awareness of the Genocide Conven-
tion and its role in combating and
preventing the crime of genocide, as
defined in the Convention, and to com-
memorate and honor its victims.

Armenia Affirms Commitment to
Good-Neighborly Relations

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s foreign
policy pursues the principles of good-
neighborly relations and mutually ben-
eficial cooperation, Armenia’s acting
Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanyan
said in a message addressed to the
participants of the 52-nd Plenary Ses-
sion of the General Assembly of the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Black
Sea Economic Co-operation being held
in Yerevan.

"Armenia remains committed to
the proclaimed goals of this Organiza-
tion. In April - May of this year the
people of Armenia have strongly and
vocally confirmed their determination
to strengthen the respect for human
rights, the rule of law, good gover-
nance, equal opportunities in economic
and social life. In its foreign policy
Armenia has reaffirmed the principles
of good-neighborly relations and mu-
tually beneficial cooperation. In this
regard, our country is committed to
the full use of the potential of BSEC
and its bodies for the promotion of
regional economic and commercial co-

operation and advancement of the ef-
fective implementation of the statu-
tory objectives of our Organization.,”
the acting FM stated.

"The 20th anniversary of the sign-
ing of the BSEC Charter signals a
particular importance to our common
efforts in meeting the ideals and goals
of this Organization. PABSEC is to
assist and contribute to the realization
of its principles and goals.

“Regional cooperation may sig-
nificantly benefit from the parliamen-
tary contribution, especially in sharing
legislative experience, exchanging best
practices, harmonization of national
laws and rules in specific areas with
the aim of achieving declared objec-
tives and measurable results,” Mr.
Mnatsakanyan stated.

“Armenia advocates for stronger
synergies with international organiza-
tions and other relevant regional actors
pursuing similar economic partnerships
for the benefit of coordinating and
complementing efforts and avoiding
duplications,” Mnatsakanyan stated.
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Orthodox Churches Pray

for World’s Refugees

BY FLORENCE AVAKIAN

New York’s St. Vartan Armenian
Cathedral was host to the 11th annual
“Joint Orthodox Prayer Service for the
United Nations Community,” on the
evening of Tuesday, November 13.

This year’s service was led by
the Syriac Orthodox Church of Antioch,
and was organized by the Joint Com-
mission of Oriental and Eastern Ortho-
dox Churches, made up of the Stand-
ing Conference of Oriental Orthodox
Churches and the Assembly of Ca-
nonical Orthodox Bishops.

The special evening began with a
majestic procession of the Orthodox
clergy. Diocesan Primate the Very Rev.
Fr. Daniel Findikyan warmly welcomed
the guests with prayers for “peace and
justice in a trying world,” and voiced a
special tribute in honor of the 50th
anniversary of St. Vartan Cathedral.

The guests of honor in atten-
dance included Master of Ceremonies
Jack Darakjy, president of the
Archdiocesan Executive Council of
the Syriac Orthodox Church of Antioch;
and Kwabena Osei Danguah, chief of
staffto the UN General Assembly Presi-
dent Maria Fernanda Espinosa Garces.
His Royal Highness Prince Dushan of
Serbia attended as the guest of Bishop
Irinej of the Serbian Orthodox Church.

On the Refugee Crisis

Ambassador Mher Margaryan,
the Republic of Armenia’s new repre-
sentative to the UN, paid special em-
phasis in a keynote address to the
“continuing humanitarian crisis in the
Middle East which has “severely im-
pacted the lives of many Armenian
communities.”

“Today, we remember the suf-
fering and displacement of hundreds
of thousands in the region, many of
whom are Christians, as well as the
destruction of numerous religious and
cultural heritage sites,” he said.

Pointing out that Armenia was
the first Christian nation in the world,
he stressed that “we have cultivated
deeply-rooted traditions of ‘living to-
gether’ and respect towards other cul-
tures and religions.”

Referencing dispiriting statistics
on the decrease in Middle East Chris-
tian populations during the 20th cen-
tury, he noted that, “These declines—
from 20 percent to less than 5 per-
cent—have been detrimental to Syria’s
once-thriving Armenian community.”

Armenia has “continually ex-

pressed deep concern regarding threats
against minority communities in the
Middle East, which continue to suffer
on unimaginable levels,” he said, add-
ing that his country has hosted a series
of conferences on the prevention of
hate crimes, and the advancement of
religious freedom for all.

The Armenian UN Ambassador
revealed that Armenia has taken in
more than 22,000 Syrian refugees,
making it per capita the third largest
recipient of refugees in Europe. The
integration of Syrian and Iraqi refu-
gees into Armenian society has been a
priority of the Armenian government
which has worked closely with
diaspora organizations to provide fi-
nancial and social support for Middle
East refugees.

Ambassador Margaryan closed
his remarks by pointing out that as a
nation which has historically been per-
secuted on the basis of faith and
ethnicity, “we remain committed to
the agenda of genocide prevention,
exemplified by a resolution initiated by
Armenia and adopted by the UN Gen-
eral Assembly in 2015.

Solidarity in the Face of Suffering
This theme of prayers for peace
and justice was also voice by Metro-
politan Joseph, the representative of
the Patriarch of Antioch, who with
deep emotion stated: “The people of
Syria, the people of Gaza, the people of
Yemen, and the people of Kosova and
Serbia—they are all my people.”

During the hour-long service the
choir of St. Mark’s Syriac Orthodox
Cathedral performed soul-stirring
hymns, after which a reception for all
was held in Haik and Alice Kavookjian
Auditorium.

For Diocesan Vicar General the
Very Rev. Fr. Simeon Odabashian,
“it was truly a blessing to have hier-
archs, clergy, and faithful from the
various Eastern Orthodox and Orien-
tal Orthodox Christian traditions
gather in our cathedral and offer
prayers for the work of the United
Nations, and demonstrate brotherly
solidarity,” he said.

“I found the hymnody offered by
the Syriac Orthodox choir to be espe-
cially moving, and was deeply moved
about the plight of many Christians
from the same tradition, who have
suffered so much in their homeland.”

“I pray that in the future, we will
be blessed with other opportunities to
express our Christian unity,” he said.
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National Instruments Co-Founder

James Truchard to Receive Armenia’s
Global I'T Award 2018

N7 NATIONAL
P INSTRUMENTS

YEREVAN -- James Truchard,
who cofounded National Instruments
in 1976, will get Armenia’s Global IT
Award 2018, Synopsis Armenia CEO
Hovik Musayelyan told reporters on
Friday.

Last year the award went to Ex-
Nest CEO and iPod co-creator Tony
Fadell.

National Instruments is a com-
pany producing automated test equip-
ment and virtual instrumentation soft-
ware. Truchard is a member of the
National Academy of Engineering and
the Royal Swedish Academy of Engi-
neering Sciences.

The IT Award has previously
been handed to Mario Mazzola, Chief
Development Officer at Cisco Sys-
tems Corporation, the former Execu-
tive Director General of Intel Corpora-

tion, Chairman of the Board Craig R.
Barrett, co-founder of the Apple Com-
puter Corporation Steve Wozniak,
Chairman Emeritus of Synaptics Com-
pany Federico Faggin, former CEO of
Hitachi Company Tsugio Makimoto,
Kaspersky Lab CEO Eugene Kaspersky
and Executive Director of Open-Root
organization Louis Pouzin.

The IT Award for the global
contribution to the IT area was
founded by a presidential decree of
July 6, 2009 and is aimed at the en-
hancement of the area’s development.

The annual prize is bestowed on
individuals who have made outstand-
ing contribution to the area and whose
input — technological, educational, or-
ganizational, financial or other has re-
sulted in significant developments in
the area of information technologies.

Campaigning Starts for Armenian Elections

Continued frompage 1

when he formally launched his election
campaign in the northwestern Shirak
province.

“From now on, every time you
decide to do a revolution you can do it
with a single ballot,” he told supporters
at a rally held in the town of Talin.
“Why did the [spring] revolution take
place? Because the people were denied
a chance to form a government through
elections, because your votes were
stolen, because your choice was dis-
torted through voter bribes, threats
and various irregularities.”

My Step is widely regarded as
the election favorite. Most of its 183
election candidates are members of the
Pashinian-led Civil Contractparty. The
bloc’s electoral list also includes non-
partisan civic activists and other pub-
lic figures allied to the popular pre-
mier.

Civil Contract until recently made
up the Yelk alliance together with two
other parties, Republic and Bright Ar-
menia. They decided to participate in
the upcoming elections separately.
Republic joined forces with another
small pro-Western party earlier this
month.

Among other election contend-
ers are businessman Gagik Tsarukian’s
Prosperous Armenia Party (BHK), the
Armenian Revolutionary Federation
(Dashnaktsutyun) and Sarkisian’s Re-

publican Party of Armenia (HHK). The
BHK finished second in all legislative
elections held in the past decade.

Tsarukian held no public gather-
ings on the first day of the election
campaign, leaving it to two other senior
party figures, Mikael Melkumian and
Gevorg Petrosian, to present the BHK’s
election manifesto to journalists.

The former ruling HHK, mean-
while, started its campaign with a news
conference held in Yerevan by two of
its leading members, Armen Ashotian
and Arpine Hovannisian.

Ashotian expressed confidence
that his party will be represented in the
new National Assembly despite what
he described as an atmosphere of fear.
He claimed that scores of HHK sup-
porters are wary of expressing their
political views for fear of losing their
jobs and being bullied by Pashinian
loyalists.

Campaigning in Shirak, Pashinian
branded the HHK as a “criminal group
that plundered the country for more
than 20 years.” The upcoming elec-
tions, he said, must “formalize the
political death of the Republican plun-
derers.”

Pashinian announced late on Sun-
day that he is taking a ten-day vacation
in order to concentrate on the parlia-
mentary race. Armenia’s First Deputy
Prime Minister Ararat Mirzoyan said
afterwards that he will substitute for
the premier until December 6.
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Araksya Karapetyan to Emcee
Armenian American Museum Inaugural Gala

GLENDALE — The Armenian
American Museum and Cultural Cen-
ter of California has announced Fox 11
Morning News Anchor/Reporter
Araksya Karapetyan as the Master of
Ceremonies of the Inaugural Gala on
Sunday, December 9, 2018 at the pres-
tigious Ray Dolby Ballroom in Holly-
wood.

Born in Gyumri, Armenia,
Araksya Karapetyan and her family
immigrated to the United States and
settled in Southern California when
she was seven years old. Her passion
for journalism was born during a sum-
mer visit to Armenia when she inter-
viewed and captured the stories of
Armenia citizens. She launched her TV
career as anintern at KABC-TV Chan-
nel 7. Karapetyan currently serves as a
News Anchor/Reporter on the widely
watched Fox 11 Morning News in Los
Angeles.

“It is truly an honor to serve as
the Master of Ceremonies for the highly
anticipated Armenian American Mu-
seum Inaugural Gala at the prestigious
Dolby Ballroom,” stated Fox 11 Morn-
ing News Anchor/Reporter Araksya
Karapetyan. “The Armenian American
Museum is a landmark project that is
going to be our legacy for our children

and is going to serve generations to
come.”

Armenian American Museum
Exterior ProfileThe Gala will be the
signature event of the year for the
Armenian American Museum. The in-
augural event will bring together do-
nors, supporters, public officials, and
community leaders for a memorable
evening to celebrate and support the
landmark project.

The Armenian American Museum
will be the first world class cultural
and educational center of its kind in
America. The Museum program will
feature a Permanent Armenian Exhibi-
tion, Traveling Multicultural Exhibi-
tions, Performing Arts Theater, Learn-
ing Center, Museum Archives, Café,
and Gift Shop.

30th Anniversary of Armenian Earthquake
to be Marked in Belmont

BELMONT, MA -- A special pro-
gram in commemoration of the 30th
anniversary of the 1988 Armenian
earthquake will take place on Thurs-
day, December 13, at 7:30 p.m. in
Nahigian Hall, First Armenian Church,
380 Concord Ave., Belmont, MA. The
program, “The 1988 Armenian Earth-
quake and the Transformation of
Diasporan/Homeland Relations,” will
be moderated by retired Boston Globe
reporter Stephen Kurkjian, and will
include John A. Simourian, Michele
Simourian, Dr. Hayk Demoyan (on
video), Dr. Carolann Najarian, and
Elaine Kasparian. The event is spon-
sored by the National Association for
Armenian Studies and Research
(NAASR)/ Calouste Gulbenkian Foun-
dation Lecture Series on Contempo-
rary Armenian Issues and the First
Armenian Church.

The devastating earthquake that
struck Soviet Armenia on December
7, 1988, caused massive devastation
and death especially in the cities of
Spitak, Leninakan (now Gyumri), and
Kirovakan (now Vanadzor). As many

as 50,000 people were killed and well
over 100,000 were injured. The earth-
quake prompted a massive interna-
tional humanitarian response which
included historic contributions from
the worldwide Armenian diaspora.

In a recent article published in the
AMAA News and in the Armenian Mir-
ror-Spectator, multiple Pulitzer Prize
winner Stephen Kurkjian told the story
ofhow Watertown native John Simourian
led an effort to bring dialysis equipment
to Armenia, relating also the work of Dr.
Carolann Najarian, the Armenian Milk
Fund, and other individuals and organi-
zations who rapidly mobilized to save
lives. The rescue effort, Kurkjian makes
clear, had a transformative effect on the
relationship between the Armenian
diaspora and the then Soviet republic,
creating bonds and relationships that
continue to flourish today.

This event is free and open to the
public. A reception with refreshments
will take place after the program.

For more information about this
program, contact NAASR at 617-489-
1610 or hq@naasr.org.

Rachel Nadjarian Named
AIWA Executive Director

BOSTON- The Armenian In-
ternational Women’s Association
(AIWA) has announced that Rachel
Onanian Nadjarian has been named
Executive Director of the non-profit
organization, founded in 1991 and
devoted to serving the needs of Ar-
menian women throughout the world.

Nadjarian, who was elected to
the AIWA Board in 2017, will as-
sume the role in a full-time capacity,
succeeding Jennifer Philips who
served part-time as AIWA’s first
Executive Director from 2016-2018.

“All of us at AIWA recognize
how significant this time period is for
our Diaspora and for Armenia,” stated
AIWA President Ani Kharajian. “We
see a tremendous opportunity for us
to make a greater impact in our com-
munities and we are confident Rachel
has the exact leadership, entrepre-
neurial capability and know-how to
make it happen.”

Nadjarian’s hiring comes at a
crucial time for the organization,
which is seeking to reach wider
audiences around the world and
better meet the needs of Armenian
women in the 21st century. As both
Armenia and the Diaspora continue
to evolve and progress, AIWA is
attuned to the crucial role it plays in
strengthening attitudes and conver-
sations around gender equality and
the eradication of discrimination in
Armenian communities.

“I am excited to have the oppor-
tunity to lead AIWA in regenerating
itself. I am confident we are ready —
across the globe — to work more
collaboratively and cooperatively in
trying to understand the challenges
facing Armenian women and in work-

ing to arrive at potential solutions.
AIWA is poised to build upon its
vision of empowerment and connec-
tivity, and I look forward to driving
the organization to its next level of
impact,” Nadjarian said.

Nadjarian assumes the posi-
tion of Executive Director with over
25-years of experience in serving
as a marketing and fundraising con-
sultant for non-profits, and playing
leadership roles in various non-
profit-organizations. She holds an
MBA from Boston University with
Certification in Public and Non-
Profit Management, and a BA in
Economics and Sociology from
Wellesley College. A native of Bos-
ton, Rachel currently resides in
Washington, DC with her husband
and three children.

Additional information regard-
ing AIWA activities and projects to
advance the interests of Armenian
women (and all women) is available
by contacting AIWA at 65 Main St.,
3A, Watertown, MA; telephone 617-
926-0171; email:
info@aiwainternational.org.

Hayastan All-Armenian Fund

Continued frompage 1

IT as well as prominent members of
Armenian communities around the
world.

Inrecent years the fund has partly
financed, among other things, the con-
struction of a second highway con-
necting Nagorno-Karabakh to Arme-
nia. The 116-kilometer-long road was
inaugurated last year.

Armenia Fund’s activities were
overshadowed in July by the arrest and
ensuing resignation of its then execu-

tive director, Ara Vartanian. Although
Vartanian admitted using Armenia Fund
‘s money for online gambling and other
“personal purposes” he avoided pros-
ecution after reportedly compensating
the charity.

Pashinian’s government has since
pledged to help ensure greater trans-
parency in the fund’s activities.

The Hayastan All-Armenian Fund
received $12.5 million and $15.5 mil-
lion in donations during similar
fundraisers helds in 2017 and 2016
respectively.
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ARMENIAN
AMERICAN
MUSEUM

Building Together.

Leaving a Legacy.
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DONATE YOUR $10 TODAY

TEXT "“MUSEUM"” TO 20222
OR VISIT JOINAAM.ORG

MAILING ADDRESS: 104 NORTH BELMONT STREET, SUITE 205, GLENDALE, CA 91206
The Armenian American Museum and Cultural Center of California is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
Your donation is tax-deductible allowed by law. Federal Tax ID: 47-2465341.
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The Armenian American Museum and
Cultural Center of California is a historic
landmark developing in the City of
Glendale. The center will share our
story, preserve our culture, and
strengthen the community. Take part in
building the first world class museum
and cultural center of its kind in
America. Join and support the
Groundbreaking Campaign by
contributing today.




