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New Armenian Parliament to Hold
First Session on January 14

YEREVAN — The newly-elected
Armenian National Assembly will con-
vene its first session on January 14,
the Central Electoral Commission
Chairman Tigran Mukuchyan said at a
special meeting on Friday.

He noted that according to Ar-
ticle 100.1 of the Armenian Electoral
Code, as well as Article 32.2 of the
Rules of Procedure of the National
Assembly, the first session should be
convened on the second Monday after

the formation of the newly elected
Parliament.

The new parliament will be com-
prised of 132 lawmakers. My Step
bloc led by Acting Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian will hold 88 seats. Prosper-
ous Armenia Party and Bright Armenia
will have 26 and 18 seats, respectively.
Under the Electoral Code, the two
parties have been granted additional
mandates to ensure a one-third pres-
ence in the National Assembly.

Senate Confirms Lynne M. Tracy as
US Ambassador for Armenia

"

£
7

Ms. Lynne M. Tracy

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
United States Senate confirmed by a
voice vote Ambassadorial nominees
Lynne M. Tracy and Earle D.
Litzenberger to represent the United
States in Armenia and Azerbaijan, re-
spectively, reported the Armenian As-
sembly of America).

Last month, during the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee (SFRC)
business meeting on the nomination,
Ranking Member Robert Menendez
(D-NJ) explained his support for both
candidates, as well as the importance
of strong U.S.-Armenia relations.

“Armenia and the Caucasus re-
gion will continue to be vital to regional
and global security. According to the
OSCE, Armenia’s elections over the
weekend met international standards. I
look forward to supporting the
government’s efforts to build strong
democratic institutions, a vibrant Ar-

menian economy, and oppose any ef-
forts to violate Armenia’s sovereignty,”
Ranking Member Menendez said.
During Ambassador-designate
Tracy’s nomination hearing she prom-
ised to support Armenia’s “remark-
able” democratic reforms. As to ques-
tions at the hearing by SFRC Ranking
Member Menendez and Senator Ed
Markey (D-MA) onthe Armenian Geno-
cide, she agreed that “1.5 million Ar-
menians were deported, massacred,
or marched to their death in the final
years of the Ottoman Empire” in 1915,
but fell short of properly categorizing
the killings as a genocide.
“Throughout my time in the Sen-
ate, I have advocated for an honest
accounting of the Armenian genocide.
I believe we have a moral imperative to
recognize the atrocities that were com-

Continued on page 4

Anti-Armenian Protests After Kazakh Man
Killed in Restaurant Brawl

QARAGHANDY, Kazakhstan
(RFE/RL) — Some 200 protesters have
rallied in the central Kazakh city of
Qaraghandy, demanding “justice” af-
ter a Kazakh man was killed in a brawl
in a local restaurant in the early hours
of 2019.

The young man was stabbed to
death in the clash between two groups
of youths during celebrations of New
Year on January 1. Three other men
were hospitalized with stab wounds.

The incident has raised ethnic
tensions, after some of the protesters
blamed the killing on ethnic Arme-
nians.

In a January 3 statement carried
by state media outlets, Qaraghandy
police said three suspects — identified
as Torgom Malkhasian, Sokhak
Malkhasian, and Qaiyr Nadyrbekov —
had been arrested.

The main suspect in the case, 21-
year-old Narek Gururian, remained at
large.

In a video posted on Telegram
and YouTube on January 7, a man
identifying himself as Narek Gururian,
born on March 30, 1997, acknowl-
edged that he took part in the brawl but
insisted that he did not kill anyone.

“] am ready to give myself in to
the authorities of the Republic of
Kazakhstan, and ask the authorities to
provide me with security and carry out
a transparent investigation. [ am ready
to bear responsibility for what I did but
will not take somebody’s sin on my-
self. I am not a murderer,” the suspect
said.

The demonstrators gathered in
front of the regional police department
in Qaraghandy on January 6 and de-

manded thorough investigations into
the killing, some saying that Armenians
must be deported from the country.

Some demonstrators said that “the
killers will escape punishment because
they have money.”

The Qaraghandy regional gover-
nor Erlan Qoshanov met with the pro-
testers and said that “all those respon-
sible for the death will be prosecuted.”

“This case is being monitored by
the authorities at the highest level. We
will investigate it until all those respon-
sible are punished. I promise you, as the
region’s governor and the president’s
representative here, that the main sus-
pect, who remains at large, will be
detained in two-three days,” Qoshanov
said, adding that if the suspect’s rela-
tives were trying to hide him, they
would be prosecuted too.

The protesters then left the site.

According to a January 6 state-
ment on the governor’s website, mur-
der and hooliganisminvestigations have
been launched.

“At this point, nine participants
[in the deadly brawl] have been estab-
lished, of whom eight were appre-
hended, while one was placed on an
international wanted list. We want to
stress that the brawl took place be-
tween two groups and was not ethni-
cally motivated,” the statement said,
warning that people who tried to incite
ethnic hatred might face criminal pros-
ecution as well.

Kazakhstan is a diverse country
that houses dozens of ethnic groups and
official propaganda frequently praises
long-ruling President Nursultan
Nazarbaev for preserving ethnic concord
in the Central Asian state of 18 million.

Armenian, Azeri FMs Set For More Talks

YEREVAN -- International me-
diators are trying to organize another
meeting of Armenia’s and Azerbaijan’s
foreign ministers later this month, the
Armenian Foreign Ministry said on
Tuesday.

“The [U.S., Russian and French]
co-chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group
have proposed a meeting of the foreign
ministers in January,” the ministry
spokeswoman, Anna Naghdalian, told
the Armenpress news agency. “An
announcement on the meeting will be
made in a coordinated manner.”

Foreign Minister Zohrab
Mnatsakanian and his Azerbaijani
counterpart Elmar Mammadyarov
held three face-to-face meetings
in the second half of 2018.

According to the co-chairs, at
their most recent talks held in Milan on
December 5 Mnatsakanian and
Mammadyarov pledged to “work in-
tensively to promote a peaceful resolu-
tion of the conflict and to further
reduce tensions.”

“They agreed to meet again in
early 2019 under the auspices of the
OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs for this
purpose and in order to facilitate high-
level talks,” the mediating troika said in
a December 6 statement.

Both ministers described the Milan
meeting as “useful.” Mammadyarov
said that it resulted in a rare “mutual
understanding” between the two par-
ties to the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

The ministers met in the Italian
city the day before Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinian and Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliyev spoke to each
other at a summit of ex-Soviet states
held in Russia.

Pashinian and Aliyev also had a
brief conversation during the previous
CIS summit held in Tajikistan in Sep-
tember. There has been a significant
decrease in ceasefire violations in the
Karabakh conflict zone since then.

Pashinian stated that a Karabakh
settlement “remains a top priority” for
Armenia.
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Armenia Issues Arrest Warrant Against
March 2008 Crackdown Investigator

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — A
Yerevan court has approved a fresh
arrest warrant against the man who led
a criminal investigation into the 2008
post-election violence in Armenia dur-
ing former President Serzh Sarkisian’s
rule.

The former official, Vahagn
Harutiunian, was charged in late Octo-
ber with forging factual evidence to
cover up the Armenian army’s in-
volvement in the deadly breakup of
opposition protests staged in the wake
of a disputed presidential election. He
left Armenia for Russia in July, osten-
sibly to receive medical treatment, and
apparently remains there.

On November 2, a court of first
instance in the Armenian capital al-
lowed the Special Investigative Ser-
vice (SIS) to arrest Harutiunian pend-
ing investigation. The Court of Ap-
peals annulled the arrest warrant on
December 13, however.

Shortly afterwards, Harutiunian
was also charged with two counts of
abuse of power. According to an SIS
spokeswoman, Marina Ohanjanian, the
district court again sanctioned the
former SIS investigator’s arrest on
December 30.

Harutiunian rejected the initial
accusation leveled against him as “un-
founded, illegal and fabricated” when
he spoke to RFE/RL’s Armenian ser-
vice by phone on November 1. He
insisted that his team of investigators
never found any evidence of illegal
actions taken by the Armenian military
during the 2008 unrest, which left

eight protesters and two police ser-
vicemen dead.

The SIS completely changed
the official version of events follow-
ing last spring’s mass protests that
toppled Sarkisian. It now says that
Sarkisian’s outgoing predecessor,
Robert Kocharian, illegally ordered
army units into the streets of Yerevan
before declaring a state of emer-
gency on March 1, 2008.

Kocharian was arrested on Decem-
ber 7 on charges of overthrowing
Armenia’s constitutional order. The
former president denies them, saying that
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinianis waging
a political “vendetta” against him.

Pashinian was a key speaker at
the 2008 protests. The former journal-
ist subsequently spent about two years
in prison for organizing what the SIS
used to describe as “mass distur-
bances.” He strongly denied those
charges.

Yerevan Requests Extradition of
Ex-President’s Nephew

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Arme-
nian prosecutors have formally asked
authorities in the Czech Republic to
extradite a fugitive nephew of former
President Serzh Sarkisian accused of
illegal arms possession and drug traf-
ficking.

We sent all necessary extradition
documents to the Czech Republic’s
law-enforcement bodies on December
28,” a spokeswoman for the Office of
the Prosecutor-General, Arevik
Khachatrian, said on Thursday.

“I can’t give any details at the
moment,” Khachatrian told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service.

The Czech police tracked down
and arrested the suspect, Narek
Sarkisian, in Prague on December 6.
He reportedly produced a fake Guate-
malan passport identifying him as
Franklin Gonzalez.

Sarkisian fled Armenia shortly
before his family’s villa in Yerevan
was searched by the National Security
Service (NSS) in early July. The NSS
claimed that 37-year-old had asked
one of his friends to hide his illegally
owned guns, cocaine and other drugs
in a safer place. It released a video
showing two suitcases purportedly
filled with those items.

Sarkisian’s younger brother Hayk
was arrested and charged with at-
tempted murder and illegal arms pos-
session in July. A Yerevan court freed
him on bail in September.

Hayk and Narek are the sons of
Serzh Sarkisian’s younger brother
Aleksandr. The latter is thought to
have made a big fortune in the past two
decades.

A $30 million Armenian bank
account of Aleksandr Sarkisian was
frozen this summer as part of a sepa-
rate inquiry conducted by the NSS.
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian pub-
licly demanded in September that he
“return the money to the state budget.”

The ex-president’s brother in-
sisted that Pashinian’s demand and the
freezing of his bank account are illegal.
He said that the authorities have not
come up with any proof that the sum
was earned illegally. Still, the 62-year-
old made clear that he will be ready to
donate “a part of the financial means
legally belonging to me” to the state if
his and his family members’ assets are
unblocked.
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Armenia and Russia Agree on New Gas Deal

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinian said on Mon-
day that he has reached an agreement
with Russian President Vladimir Putin
on new prices of Russian natural gas
for Armenia which will be set in 2019.

“Yesterday 1 spoke twice with
Russian President Vladimir Putin by
phone,” he said in a live Facebook
transmission. “The theme of those
phone conversations was the price of
natural gas supplied to Armenia. I can
say that we found a solution, at least
for the foreseeable future.”

Pashinian announced that he and
Putin agreed that Armenia’s national
gas distribution network owned by
Gazprom will pay more for the gas
supplied by the Russian energy giant.
Nevertheless, he said, the price will
remain unchanged for Armenian con-
sumers as a result of “our certain inter-
nal adjustments.” He did not elaborate.

Gazprom reported later on Mon-
day that its chairman, Alexei Miller,
and Armenian Deputy Prime Minister
Mher Grigorian signed a deal raising
the wholesale gas price from $150 to
$165 per thousand cubic meters. In a
statement, the Russia gas monopoly
said it will continue to negotiate with
the Armenian government on “the
structure of internal gas tariffs” in the
South Caucasus state.

The Gazprom-Armenia network
has paid its parent company $150 per
thousand cubic meters under a previ-
ous Russian-Armenian deal that ex-
pired on December 31. Putin and
Pashinian failed to agree on a new

tariff when they met in Moscow on
December 27. Miller and Grigorian
also reported no agreements after hold-
ing talks in Saint Petersburg on De-
cember 28.

Gazprom-Armenia cut its retail
prices for Armenian households and
corporate consumers in late 2016. Its
chief executive, Hrant Tadevosian,
complained in November 2018 that the
company has operated at a loss since
then. It is not yet clear whether it will
be compensated by the Armenian gov-
ernment for the higher gas price and
the resulting of loss of revenue.

Pashinian insisted that unlike in
the past Armenia will not incur any
debts or hand over any energy assets
to Russia as a result of his latest under-
standings with Putin. He said nothing
about political concessions to Mos-
cow.

Gazprom cut the wholesale price
for Armenia from about $190 to $165
per thousand cubic meters in 2015 and
on to $150 in 2016.

Forbes: Armenia Among the Best
Budget Travel Destinations for 2019

NEW YORK (News.am) — An
articles in Forbes named Armenia
among the best budget travel destina-
tions for 2019.

“Set in the Caucasus Mountains,
Armenia is a hidden gem that’s still
untouched by mass tourism, and yet
has so much to offer: rich history,
wineries, impressive landscapes, an-
cient monasteries and breathtaking
mountains as far as your eyes can see.
The capital, Yerevan, is a lively city
with wide avenues, delicious restau-
rants, museums and street markets
selling local handicrafts,” says the ar-
ticle by Alexandra Talty.

“Because of my Armenian heri-
tage, I grew up on delicious Armenian
food. Some of my favorite local dishes
include dolma, khorovats or barbequed
meat, and local cheeses with lavash
bread. For wine lovers, Armenia is the
perfect place to try wines made from
different fruits such as pomegranate
(Armenia’s national symbol), black-
berries and cherries.

Outside of the capital is pictur-
esque nature. You can pay a visit to the
oldest winery in the world in Areni,
stop by stunning monasteries, or check
out the oldest cathedral in the world in
Etchmiadzin.”

www.massispost.com
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NAASR to Name Its New Headquarters
after Distinguished Historian and
Philanthropic Leader Vartan Gregorian

BELMONT,MA — The National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) will name its new
headquarters in Belmont, MA, after
Dr. Vartan Gregorian, President of the
philanthropic foundation Carnegie Cor-
poration of New York, fulfilling the
request of the building’s principle bene-
factors, Edward and Pamela Avedisian
of Lexington, MA. The new building’s
official name will be the NAASR Vartan
Gregorian Building.

“Vartan Gregorian embodies the
values at the heart of NAASR’s mis-
sion. He has dedicated his entire life to
educational advancement and the pur-
suit of knowledge, engaging in public
service throughout his career, and
working to better the human condi-
tion. We are grateful that we can ac-
knowledge and memorialize his tre-
mendous accomplishments by naming
the institution’s new headquarters the

Gregorianreceived his elementary edu-
cation in Iran and his secondary edu-
cation at Collége Arménian in Beirut,
Lebanon. In 1956, he entered Stanford
University, where he majored in his-
tory and the humanities, graduating
with honors in 1958. He was awarded
a PhD in history and humanities from
Stanford in 1964. Gregorian has taught
Europeanintellectual history and Middle
Eastern history at San Francisco State
College, the University of California at
Los Angeles, and the University of
Texas at Austin.

In 1997, Gregorian assumed the
presidency of one of the country’s
oldest grantmaking foundations,
Carnegie Corporation of New York.
His philanthropic work and scholarly
accomplishments have been recog-
nized with more than 70 honorary
degrees and dozens of significant
awards .

NAASR Vartan Gregorian Building,”
said Edward Avedisian.

“I am overwhelmed by this most
generous and selfless offer and accept
it with humility, and with gratitude,”
said Gregorian. “I thank NAASR for
bringing Armenian history, culture, and
values to life through its programming
and collections, now visible and ac-
cessible to anyone.”

“We are proud to recognize
Gregorian’s distinguished life of ser-
vice and dedication through our new
global center,” said Yervant Chekijian,
Chairman ofthe Board. “He is an inspi-
ration for generations to come. We are
also sincerely grateful to the Avedisians
for their generosity and vision.”

Vartan Gregorian has had a dis-
tinguished career as an academic,
scholar, historian, philanthropist, and
visionary. Born in Tabriz, Iran,

Edward Avedisian, a NAASR
Board member, is a world-class clari-
netist who performed with the Boston
Pops Orchestra and the Boston Ballet’s
orchestra before changing careers to
focus on investments. Through his
philanthropy, Avedisian has donated
generously to the Armenian commu-
nity and beyond. He is a trustee of the
American University of Armenia
(AUA), where he was the principal
benefactor of the new 100,000 square
foot Paramaz Avedisian Building. He is
also the principal benefactor of the
Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian K-
12 School and Community Center in
an underprivileged section of the capi-
tal city, Yerevan.

Avedisianisa 2016 recipient of the
Ellis Island Medal of Honor. He is a
director on the board of the Armenian
Missionary Association of America.
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Armenia’s Ambassador Visits Armenian
Peacekeepers in Lebanon

BEIRUT — Armenia’s ambas-
sador to Lebanon Vahagn Adabekyan
visited Armenian peacekeepers to con-
gratulate them on New Year and
Christmas.

After an official ceremony,
Adabekyan held a separate conversa-
tion with General Diodato Abagnara,
the commander of peacekeeping mis-

sion of UNIFIL Western Sector.
They discussed interaction of the
Armenian peacekeepers and the Ital-
ian command, as well as further ex-
pansion prospects.

Head of the UN peacekeeping
mission in Lebanon underlined high
discipline and professional skills of the
Armenian troops.

“Armenia On The National Mall:
How A Festival Was Brought To Life”

WASHING-
TON, D.C. — Arme-
nian Assembly of
America Ohio State
Chair Ara Bagda-
sarian hosted a pre-
sentation by Smith-
sonian Center for
Folklife and Cultural
Heritage Director of |
Special Projects Halle ¢
Butvin, entitled “Ar-
menia On The Na-
tional Mall: How A @&
Festival Was Brought
To Life” at an event
organized in partnership with the As-
sembly, the Armenian Cultural Asso-
ciation, and St. Gregory of Narek Ar-
menian Church of Richmond Heights.
She spoke to a packed room of St.
Gregory of Narek parishioners and
Cleveland-based Armenian Americans
on the Smithsonian's successful "Ar-
menia: Creating Home" cultural experi-
ence during the 2018 Smithsonian
Folklife Festival.

“I would like to especially thank
Halle Butvin for doing a wonderful job
introducing Armenian culture and his-
tory at the Festival, and sharing that
experience with us back here in her
home state,” Assembly’s Ohio State
Chair Ara Bagdasarian said. “The
Cleveland Armenian community was
inspired and proud to hear Halle’s pre-
sentation on ‘Armenia: Creating Home,’
with some guests even expressing tears
of joy. Those who could not attend the
Folklife Festival in Washington, D.C.
this summer had the opportunity to
feel the magnitude and excitement cre-
ated by the Festival and the Armenian
volunteers, and for that we are grate-
ful,” he added.

The Festival, which the Assem-
bly was proud to co-sponsor, drew
more than 750,000 visitors, and fea-
tured over 100 musicians, dancers,

artisans, winemakers, and cooks from
Armenia. Following her presentation,
there was a lively Q&A session with
those in attendance.

Butvin shared a behind-the-scenes
look into the different Armenian cul-
tural, musical, and food exhibits that
were on display at the Folklife Festival
in Washington, D.C. She told moving
stories of how the event was put to-
gether and her important role in mak-
ingitareality. Butvin, who travelled to
Armenia numerous times, was one of
the curators of the Festival.

At the Smithsonian Center for
Folklife and Cultural Heritage, Butvin
is responsible for expanding the reach
of cultural sustainability work around
the world, designing collaborative
projects to support communities, safe-
guard their heritage, promote cultural
expression, and elevate cultural prac-
tices to improve local economies. Prior
to joining the Smithsonian, she spent
ten years designing and implementing
impact-driven international develop-
ment programs in East Africa and
Asia, ranging from democracy and
governance to biodiversity conserva-
tion and economic growth. She is a
native of Northeast Ohio, and was
accompanied at St. Gregory Church
by her family.
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AAF Shipped $43 Million of Aid to
Armenia and Artsakh During 2018

GLENDALE — The Armenia
Artsakh Fund (AAF) delivered $23
million of humanitarian assistance to
Armenia and Artsakh during the fourth
quarter of 2018. Of this amount, the
AAF collected $22.5 million of medi-
cines and other supplies donated by
Direct Relief ($18.3 million);
Americares ($3.8 million); Catholic
Medical Mission Board ($214,000) and
MAP International ($159,000).

Another organization which con-
tributed valuable goods during this
period was Agape Project ($119,000).

The medicines and medical sup-
plies donated during this period were
sent to the AGBU Claudia Nazarian
Medical Center for Syrian Armenian
Refugees in Yerevan, Arabkir United
Children’s Foundation, Institute of
Perinatology, Obstetrics and Gynecol-
ogy Center, Muratsan Children’s En-
docrinology Center, St. Grigor
Lusavorich Medical Center, and the
health ministries of Armenia and
Artsakh.

During the twelve months of
2018 AAF shipped to Armenia and
Artsakh the record amount of $43
million of medicines, medical supplies
and other relief products. In the past
29 years, including the shipments un-
der its predecessor, the United Arme-
nian Fund, the AAF has delivered to
Armenia and Artsakh a grand total of
$820 million worth of relief supplies
on board 158 airlifts and 2,420 sea
containers.

“The Armenia Artsakh Fund is
regularly offered free of charge mil-
lions of dollars of life-saving medi-
cines and medical supplies. All we
have to do is pay for the shipping
expenses. We welcome your generous
donations to be able to continue deliv-
ering this valuable assistance to all
medical centers in Armenia and
Artsakh,” stated Harut Sassounian, the
President of AAF.

For more information, call the
AAF office: (818) 241-8900; Email:
sassoun@pacbell.net.

Dr. Levon Chookaszian to Speak on
“Germans and Armenians: Historic and
Artistic Relations”

FRESNO — “Germans and Ar-
menians: Historic and Artistic Rela-
tions” is the title of a talk to be given by
Dr. Levon Chookaszian, Chair of the
Department of Armenian Art History
at 7:30PM on Friday, February 1, in
the University Business Center, Alice
Peters Auditorium, at Fresno State.

The presentation is part of the
Armenian Studies Program Spring 2019
Lecture Series and is supported by the
Leon S. Peters Foundation.

There are many interesting fact
about the historical and cultural rela-
tions between the Germans and Arme-
nians. The oldest evidence concerning
the presence of the Armenians in Ger-
many is dated to the 11th century.
Germans visited the Armenian King-
dom of Cilicia during the period of the
Crusades. In later centuries, many
German travelers and scholars visited
Armenia and many Armenian intellec-
tuals received their education in Ger-
many.

The first Armenian printed Bible
produced in Amsterdam by Voskan
Erevantsi was illustrated by the en-
gravings of the famous German painter
Albrecht Durer who himselfillustrated
one legend connected with Armenia.
The legacy of Durer inspired Minas
Avetisian, the well-known Armenian
painter of the 20th century.

Many other examples of the cul-

tural interchange between the two
peoples will be discussed during the
presentation, which is accompanied
by images of some of the important
figures.

Dr. Levon Chookaszian is the
Chair of the Department of Armenian
Art History at Yerevan State Univer-
sity and one of the leading authorities
in the world on Armenian art. He is the
author of two monographs: one on the
art of 13th century Armenian minia-
turist Grigor, The Art of the 13th
century Armenian Painter Grigor
Tsaghkogh (1986), and the other on
the art of the painter Arshag Fetvadjian,
Arshag Fetvadjian Masters and Trea-
sures of Armenian Art (2011).
Chookaszian has taught at Yerevan
State University since 1978 and is one
of the founders of the Department of
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Bridging Memories in a Contested
Geography — Eastern Turkey Between
Western Armenia and Northern Kurdistan

Yiiksekova, Southeastern Turkey

ANN ARBOR, MI — Michigan
University Armenia Studies Program
to present a lecture titled “Bridging
Memories in a Contested Geography —
Eastern Turkey between Western Ar-
menia and Northern Kurdistan” by Dr
David Leupold on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 23, 2019 4:00-5:30 PM , Room
555, Weiser Hall, 500 Church Street,
Ann Arbor, MI 48109.

Grounded in the field of late Ot-
toman history this lecture will draw on
the disciplines of political sociology
and anthropology to challenge bottom-
up narratives and relate the past of
contested geographies located in the
shattered zones of the post-Ottoman
and the post-Soviet. Dr. Leupold will
examine the relationship between bio-
graphical subjects, the politics of
memory and communal boundaries in
the region around Lake Van — a geog-
raphy where collective violence
stretches back in time to the Armenian
Genocide of 1915 and into the con-
temporaneous Kurdish conflict. The
lecture will begin by reconstructing
the history of competing national
movements and collective violence in

the late-Ottoman period, and then
deconstruct official Armenian, Turk-
ish and Kurdish accounts to juxtapose
‘official histories’ with their local
counter-narratives.

Dr. David Leupold earned his
PhD in Social Sciences from Humboldt-
Universitit zu Berlin in 2018. His dis-
sertation titled, “Bridging Memories
on Contested Geographies,” takes an
interdisciplinary approach rooted in
the fields of Anthropology, Modern
History, and Political Sociology.

Senate Confirms Lynne M. Tracy

Continued frompage 1

mitted against the Armenian people.
Ms. Tracy’s experience in Russia and
Central Asia positions her to help navi-
gate U.S. policy in this critical time. [
support this nomination, but expect
to work closely with Ms. Tracy on
how she will encourage an honest
acknowledgement of the Armenian
Genocide, support Armenia’s ongo-
ing efforts to ensure accountable,
citizen-responsive governance, and
support efforts to reach a peaceful
settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict,” he added.

During the SFRC business meet-
ing, Senator Menendez also noted the
importance of safety in Artsakh
(Nagorno Karabakh), and his expecta-
tions for the U.S. Ambassador se-
lected to be the representative in
Azerbaijan.

“l support Mr. Litzenberger’s
nomination and expect to have close

and continuing dialogue with him on
how he will urge the Azeris to step
back from any threatening behavior
that could disrupt the line of contact in
Nagorno Karabakh, support respect
for human rights, and support efforts
to reach a peaceful settlement of the
Nagorno Karabakh conflict,” Senator
Menendez said.

The hearing for Ambassador-des-
ignate Litzenberger occurred in Octo-
ber, wherein he restated the U.S. posi-
tion condemning violence along the
line of contact, which undermines the
peace process and violates the 1994
cease-fire agreement.

“We appreciate the important is-
sues raised by Senators Robert
Menendez and Ed Markey during the
confirmation process. We look for-
ward to working with the new Con-
gress to ensure robust assistance to
further Armenia’s democratic devel-
opment,” Assembly Executive Direc-
tor Bryan Ardouny said.

Art History. In 1996, he established
the UNESCO Chair of Armenian Art
History.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Free parking is available in
Lot P6 or P5 (permits are not required
on Friday evenings).

For more information about the
lecture please contact the Armenian
Studies Programat 278-2669, visit our
website at www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies or visit our Facebook
page at
@ArmenianStudiesFresnoState.
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Organization of Istanbul Armenians
Invites you to attend the
12th Commemoration of
Hrant Dink’s Assassination

Opening Remarks by

Dr. Ohannes Kulak Avedikyan

DIA Trustee and Chairman of Eullurd: fnnwnlthze

Maoster of Ceremonies & Discussant
Edvin Minassian, Esq.
Chairman of OIA Board of Trustees

Hayko Bagdat

Sa

B i
AT

= ¥

Keynote Speakers

Zakarya Mildanoglu

Architect - Author - Researcher

Columnist for AGOS Newspaper | Armenian Publications 17794-2009

Armienians of Smyrna | Armenian Soldiers / Prisoners In the

Balkan Wars.

Istanbul-Armenian Journalist and Writer
“Turkey Pre and Past Hrant Dink Assassination and the Current
State of Affairs.” (Interview format with Edvin Minassian)

Garo Ghazarian, Esq.

“The Fierce Bnlﬁahye“

Presentation of the Annual Hrant Dink Spirit of Freedom
and Justice Medal to Mr. Zakarya Mildanoglu

Activist and Past Two Term
Chair of the Armenian Bar Association

ELtnda-.;. January 20, 20139 at 6 PM

Organization of Istanbul Armenians
“Krikor & Aved Kurkcuoglu Hall” 19726 Sherman Way, Winnetka, CA 51306

ot ) ¥ 5 I I-. 3 y
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For information, please call Dr. Ohannes Kulak Avedikyan at (818) 800-1976
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