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Armenian Servicemen March in

MOSCOW — Russia staged a
postponed Victory Day military parade
in Moscow on June 24, commemorat-
ing the 1945 defeat of Nazi Germany in
World War II which is traditionally
held on May 9.

The military parade in Moscow’s
Red Square involved some 14,000
troops from 13 countries, more than
200 historic and modern military ve-
hicles, and 75 aircraft.

Most of the troops in the parade
were from Russia. Also taking part
were forces from Azerbaijan, Arme-
nia, Belarus, China, India, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Mongolia,
Serbia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and
Uzbekistan.

Seventy-five Armenian service-
men marched along the Red Square.
They were led by Colonel Ashot

Moscow Victory Day Parade

Hakobyan who carried the flag of the
89th Infantry Rifle Tamanyan Divi-
sion.

Speaking from a podium on Red
Square, Russian president Vladimir
Putin told the gathering: “It’s impos-
sible to imagine what would have hap-
pened to the world if the Red Army
hadn’t defended it.”

Putin said Soviet soldiers “did
not need war, nor other countries, nor
glory, nor honor. They sought to fin-
ish off the enemy, win, and return
home. And they paid an irreplaceable
price for the freedom of Europe.”

The presidents of Belarus,
Kazakhstan, Moldova, Serbia,
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan all at-
tended the gathering — sitting to-
gether in a section with Putin and
the World War II veterans.

UN Human Rights Council Adopts
Resolution on Genocide Prevention

The UN Human Rights Council
adopted, by consensus, a Resolution
on Prevention of genocide, sponsored
by Armenia.

In a twitter post, Foreign Minister
Zohrab Mnatsakanyan thanked the co-
sponsors and members of the Council.

“The resolution is a manifesta-
tion of Armenia’s continuing and reso-
lute commitment to the international
efforts for genocide prevention. It’s a
call to prevent deterioration of the
human rights violations into such an
egregious crime as genocide is. It’s
pertinent and urgent as we all witness

gross abuses of human rights in differ-
ent parts of the world,” Armenia’s
Permanent Representative Andranik
Hovhannisyan, Permanent Represen-
tative of Armenia to the United Nations
Office at Geneva, said as he presented
the draft.

“Today it is not enough just to
say “Never Again!” If pronouncing
that motto loud enough should have
had any effect, or one that we wanted,
there should have been no more in-
stances of the crime of genocide reg-

Continued onpage 4

Armenian Parliament Votes to Replace
Constitutional Court Chairman
and Three Judges

YEREVAN — Anemergency ses-
sion of the Armenian parliament ap-
proved on Monday constitutional
changes calling for the immediate dis-
missal of three of the nine members of
the country’s Constitutional Court.

The amendments drafted by the
ruling My Step bloc would also require
the court to elect a new chairman.
Hrayr Tovmasyan, the current chair-
man who has been at loggerheads with
the Armenian government for the past
year, would not have to resign from
the court altogether.

Tovmasyan and six other judges

have been under strong government
pressure to step down, with Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyann accusing
them of maintaining close ties to the
country’s former government and im-
peding judicial reforms.

With all seven judges refusing to
quit, the ruling political team decided
in February to hold a referendum on its
bid to oust them. The referendumslated
for April 5 was subsequently post-
poned and then cancelled altogether
because of the coronavirus pandemic.

Continued onpage 4

John Bolton Claims President Trump Agreed
to Intervene in Federal Investigation
Into Turkish Bank

WASHINGTON, DC — Former
US national security adviser John Bolton
is facing calls to elaborate on a claim in
his new book that Donald Trump
agreed to help Turkey’s Recep Tayyip
Erdogan by intervening in a federal
investigation into a Turkish state-owned
bank, the Guardian reports..

In excerpts of the memoir seen
by US media, Bolton said Trump ap-
peared to “give personal favors to
dictators he liked”, that should have
been included in the impeachment in-
quiry focusing on Trump’s dealings in
Ukraine.

Bolton claimed that during a 2018
phone call Erdogan sent Trump a memo
insisting that the scandal-hit Halkbank
was innocent. “Trump then told Erdogan
he would take care of things, explaining
that the [New York] southern district
prosecutors were not his people but
were Obama people, a problem that
would be fixed when they were replaced
by his people,” Bolton wrote.

Bloomberg has reported that in
April 2019, Trump instructed Trea-
sury secretary Steven Mnuchin and
Attorney General William Barr to ad-
dress Erdogan’s request that Halkbank
avoid charges.

Halkbank, one of Turkey’s larg-
est banks, has been under investiga-

tion by US prosecutors since a Turkish
inquiry in 2013 found it was used to
launder up to $20bn in a scheme to
evade US sanctions on Iran. High-
ranking Turkish officials allegedly ex-
ported gold to Tehran via the UAE in
return for Iranian oil and gas.

The Democratic senator Ron
Wyden, the ranking member of the
Senate finance committee, said on
Wednesday night that Bolton’s book
provided “damning evidence” corrobo-
rating his findings so far that “Donald
Trump attempted to interfere in a crimi-
nal investigation into the largest sanc-
tions violations scheme in US history
as a favour” to the Turkish president.

Continued on page 2



Massis Weekly

Pashinyan and Harutyunyan Chair
Joint meeting of Armenia and Artsakh
Security Councils

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan accused Azerbaijan
on Friday of hampering a compromise
solution to the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict with “maximalist” demands and
territorial claims to Armenia.

Pashinyan launched scathing at-
tacks on Azerbaijani President ITham
Aliyev as he chaired a meeting of
Armenia’s and Karabakh’s Security
Councils. He complained that Aliyev
has never reciprocated his repeated
calls for an Armenian- Azerbaijani peace
deal that would satisfy all parties to the
conflict.

“It is obvious that with such
[Azerbaijani] approaches we cannot
anticipate real progress in the negotia-
tion process, especially given that they
are accompanied by war threats or
territorial and direct or indirect his-
torical claims to the Armenian people,”
said Pashinyan.

Aliyev, he said, realizes that
Baku’s attempts to end the conflict by
force would provoke a “more than
adequate response” from the Arme-
nianmilitary.

“For more than 15 years [Aliyev]
has promised his own people to solve
the Karabakh conflict through military
force and under this guise they have
spent billions of dollars which have very
often ... ended up on offshore accounts
of known people,” Pashinyan went on.
“And now he cannot explain to his own
people why the reality is as it is.”

“He realizes that a possible [mili-
tary] adventure would not only cause
Azerbaijan irreversible devastation but
also dismantle his anti-democratic re-
gime,” claimed the Armenian premier.
“And so in order to deflect people’s
attention and get out of this deadlock he
raises the temperature ofhis statements.”

For his part NKR President Araik
Harutyunyan stated that Artsakh and
Armenia have the same approaches

towards achieving peace and prepar-
ing for war in the Karabakh conflict
settlement.

He said the joint meeting of the
Security Councils was an important
platform for combining approaches
and efforts, exchanging views on ways
to solve the security problems facing
the united homeland and the Armenian
people.

"The first achievements of this
kind of work are already noticeable,
and I am sure that over time such
achievements will grow, increasing the
level of our security," Harutyunyan
said.

He expressed confidence that only
with the effective coordination of state
authorities and the collective efforts of
society will it be possible to confront
the existing challenges.

Harutyunyan stressed that in the
fight against the invisible threat of
coronavirus, vigilance should not be
weakened, especially with regard to
the visible danger that emanates from
Azerbaijan.

"For decades, the Azerbaijani au-
thorities have posed a threat to the
existence of not only Artsakh, but the
entire population of Armenia. Support-
ing an exclusively peaceful settlement
of the Azerbaijani-Karabakh conflict,
we are at the same time forced to be
ready for war every day. Being an
integral part of a single homeland and
a unified security system, Artsakh and
Armenia fully share approaches and
efforts to achieve peace and prepare
for war,” Harutyunyan said.

According to him, this implies joint
efforts to increase military potential,
develop socio-economic opportunities,
use a wide range of foreign policy
tools to properly protect the rights and
interests of the Armenian people and
guarantee appropriate information and
psychological security.

John Bolton Claims President Trump Agreed

Continued frompage 1

“If John Bolton has an interest in
serving his country as opposed to
selling books, he will respond promptly
to my forthcoming request for more
information about Donald Trump’s
relationship with Turkey,” Wyden said
in a statement.

The Turkish President, his son-

in-law and finance minister, Berat
Albayrak, have both been linked to the
Halkbank scandal by Turkish investi-
gators.

Two men with close ties to
Erdogan’s inner circle — Reza Zarrab,
a flamboyant Turkish-Iranian business-
man, and Mehmet Atilla, Halkbank’s
deputy chief executive — have been
sentenced to jail time in the US.

June 27, 2020

Yerevan Court Rejects Arrest Warrant
Request for Gagik Tsarukyan

YEREVAN -- A courtin Yerevan
on Sunday refused to allow law-en-
forcement authorities to arrest Gagik
Tsarukyan, a wealthy businessman
leading the main opposition Prosper-
ous Armenia Party (BHK), on charges
strongly denied by him.

The National Security Service
(NSS) charged Tsarukyan with vote
buying and moved to arrest him after
the Armenian parliament lifted his im-
munity from prosecution on June 16.

The NSS says that Tsarukyan
“created and led an organized group”
that bought more than 17,000 votes
for the BHK duringparliamentary elec-
tions held in 2017. It claims to have
collected documents and testimony
showing that the vote bribes were
handed out to residents of the
Gegharkunik province.

The district court in the Arme-
nian capital rejected the arrest warrant
request for Tsarukyan following three-
day hearings that ended on Friday. It
did not immediately publicize its rea-
sons for the decision.

Tsarukyan refused to talk to
journalists when he came out of the
court building in Yerevan moments
after the announcement of the deci-
sion. “Ask my lawyers,” he said be-

fore getting in his car.

Armenian prosecutors con-
demned the court’s refusal to sanction
Tsarukian’s pre-trial arrest as “base-
less and illegal” and said they will
appeal against the ruling.

A spokesman for Prosecutor-
General Artur Davtian said that the
court “ignored” legitimate justifica-
tions of the arrest presented by the
investigators. The official, Gor
Abrahamyan, said that Tsarukyan could
obstruct the investigation and exert
“illegal influence” on other suspects in
the case if he is not placed under
arrest.

U.S. Calls on Azerbaijan to Be More
Transparent on Military Exercises

WASHINGTON, DC According
to the US State Department’s report on
the Adherence to and Compliance with
Arms Control, Nonproliferation, and
Disarmament Agreements and Com-

mitments (Compliance Report),
Azerbaijan failed to uphold its obliga-
tions to the Vienna Document and
notify at least one major military exer-
cise or activity for calendar year 2019.

The report continues to state that
although Azerbaijan continues to ex-
press its full support for treaty-limited
equipment (TLE) of the Conventional
Armed Forces in Europe Treaty, it has
continuously and significantly violated
the treaty. Azerbaijani equipment to-
tals continued to exceed TLE limits in
2019, and other activities related to
Treaty implementation raised concerns
as to its fulfillment of certain other
Treaty obligations.

The State Department’s report
added that last year Baku, according to
the Azerbaijani Ministry of Defense,
held at least three large-scale military
exercises involving 10,000 troops,
hundreds oftanks, large military equip-
ment and the air force, but in no case

did it provide information about these
exercises as required by the Treaty.

The authors of the report note
that “in August 2019, the United States
conveyed to Azerbaijan its concern
about the lack of transparency.”

In the report presented to Con-
gress, the State Department empha-
sized that it would continue to deal
with this issue in the near future at
bilateral and multilateral meetings with
Azerbaijan and emphasize the need to
provide comprehensive and timely in-
formation on military exercises.

“Military exercises that are not
reported or not provided all the informa-
tion undermine the Vienna Document,”
the State Department report reiterates.

The Vienna Document is an
agreement between the participating
states of the Organization for Security
and Co-operation in Europe which was
intended to implement confidence and
security building measures. The agree-
ment was signed under the auspices of
the OSCE in 2011 with the aim of
building confidence between member
states in the field of security and estab-
lishing arms control.
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Garo Paylan Pays Tribute to
20 Hunchakian Martyrs

ISTANBUL — HDP MP Garo
Paylan, recently posted a photo on his
Twitter and Facebook pages in memory
of Paramaz (Matteos Sarkissian) and
19 of his Hunchakian comrades who
were hanged in Istanbul’s Beyazit
Square on June 15, 1915.

On his Twitter blog, Paylan
shared:

dent Armenia which would be impos-
sible under the racist and dictatorial
Young Turk government’s rule of the
Ottoman Empire.

Thus, the convention adjourned
with two main objectives:

I — As stated in its original pro-
gram, the party was to move from licit
to illicit activities, thus becoming once

Garo Paylan - Mwno @yl
Y June 158 1139AM  Q

Tha last words of paramaz and 19 colleagues were hanging on the
morning of 15 June 1915, 1915, " you can only destroy our body, but

never the ideas we believe in..."

Tha struggle for equality and freadom of the 20 s continues...
| bow down in front of the memaories.

£ See original - Rate this ransiatior

"Biz, yirmileri asiyorsunuz
ama arkamizdan
yirmi binler gelecek!"

S8 8L22RE
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The last words of Paramaz and
his 19 comrades who were hanged in
Beyazit Square on the morning of June
15, 1915: “You can only destroy our
bodies, but never our ideology that we
believe in.” The struggle for equality
and freedom for the 20 men continues.
I bow with respect in their memory.

The 7th General Convention of
the Social Democrat Hunchakian Party,
which was held in Constanta, Roma-
nia, in 1913, had a unique and great
importance not only for the Hunchakian
party, but for the history of the Arme-
nian people as a whole. During the
Convention, members stressed their
concern of the Ittihad (Young Turk)
government’s blatant disregard for the
Armenian communities residing in His-
toric Armenia. The SDHP feared that
this disregard would only escalate as
time passed. The party also stressed
the importance of a United Indepen-

67 Commenis 110 Shares

again a covert organization. I — To
plan and assassinate the leaders of the
Ittihad (Young Turk) party, the same
leaders that carried out the Adana mas-
sacres of 1909, and the same leaders,
who at that moment, were planning the
annihilation of the Armenian people.

However, these secret objectives
were passed on to the Ottomans by an
agent, consequently as soon as the
delegates arrived in Constantinople,
they were arrested. By the end of the
year, a total of one hundred and forty
Hunchakian leaders were arrested.

After spending two years in ter-
rible conditions in Ottoman prisons,
and undergoing lengthy mock trials,
twenty prominent figures — Paramaz,
Dr. Benne, Aram Achekbashian, Vanig
and others were sentenced to death by
hanging. A few weeks after the begin-
ning of the Armenian Genocide on
June 15, 1915.

Lithuanian Sends Medics and Experts to
Armenia, Serbia Sends Humanitarian Aid

YEREVAN -- The European
Union and Sweden have joined efforts
with Lithuania to support Armenia to
mitigate the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic and its consequences.

The Lithuanian medical team
comprising of medical workers and
experts has arrived in Armenia on
Friday. The medical team has also

brought medical equipment and sup-
plies.

The team will work alongside
their Armenian colleagues to fight the
virus for 14 days.

EU Ambassador Andrea Wiktorin,
Lithuanian Ambassador Inga Stanyte-
Tolockiene, Swedish Charge d’ Af-
fairs a.i. Birger Karlson together with

June 27, 2020

Dr. Ak¢cam on the Need to Combat Turkey’s
Denialist Industry

The following is an open letter from historian Dr. Taner Ak¢am on the need
to “institutionalize” Armenian genocide research.

According to a report in the June
23, 2020 edition of Hiirriyet, Turkey
has taken the decision to establish “a
new autonomous and civil institution”
in order “to respond to the accusations
of genocide and to develop a strategy
[to counter them].” The decision was
taken at the 5-hour meeting of the
President’s High Advisory Board on
June 16, 2020.

At the meeting it was determined
that Turkey’s principal failing in this
regard was that it did not possess a
single institution to deal directly with
the Armenian claims and develop a
[counter-argument] and strategy” and
that it “had not developed a compre-
hensive strategy”. Therefore, it was
decided to form a new institution to
address this shortcoming.

The “sole task™ of this new orga-
nization would be to “view the various
dimensions of the topic—such cul-
ture, history, propaganda, and law,
not merely politics—as a whole.” Ad-
ditionally, as part of the decision it was
also stated that “the institution would
be an autonomous and civil [society]
initiative without direct connection to
the government or state”.

Ultimately, this news must be
greeted with the acknowledgment of
another, bitter truth: Today, in all of
North America there does not exist a
single research center or academic
programat a University that deals solely
or directly with the Armenian genocide
or that has been created for this pur-
pose.

There are approximately 250 pro-
grams at American universities de-
voted to studying the Holocaust. Some
of these are simply research institutes.
Against this background, the complete
absence of such programs—research
or otherwise—that deal directly and
exclusively with the Armenian geno-
cide is all the more marked and a bitter
pill to swallow.

Let us again stress: apart from
the devoted and priceless efforts of
various independent and civil society
Armenian institutions and individual
scholars that make valuable contribu-
tions to Armenian Studies, including
the study of the Armenian Genocide,
there is no institutionalization within
American academia of this field, and a
relative paucity of research and stud-
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ies. The biggest challenge for the fur-

ther advancement of this field is the

absence of institutional structures
within American universities.

In the last years, at all events to
which I have been invited, at all op-
portunities I have had to speak pub-
licly I have dwelled at length on the
need to “institutionalize” Armenian
genocide research. I have highlighted
the impossibility of responding effec-
tively to the Turkey’s extensive and
well-funded “denialist industry” with-
out the existence of competing orga-
nizations or institutions. It would be
foolish to assume that merely because
we have the truth of historical facts
on our side that this is the only factor
determining who will prevail in the
long run.

I wish I could say that my pleas
have thus far fallen on fertile ground,
but it has not been the case. Perhaps
this latest initiative by the Turkish
government will finally set offanalarm
bell, one that allows others to see the
critical importance of this matter.

Let’s hope that Ankara’s action
will somehow drive home the ur-
gency of the matter and rouse those
concerned from their complacency.
One of the most important ways to
counter Turkish denialism and
Turkey’s new initiative is precisely
this: the institutionalization of Arme-
nian genocide research within an aca-
demic setting.

Prof. Taner Ak¢cam

Kaloosdian/Mugar Chair Arme-
nian History and Genocide
Clark University

RA Deputy Foreign Minister Avet
Adonts and First Deputy Minister of
Health Anahit Avanesyan went to the
airport to personally greet the arriving
team and wish them good luck in their
invaluable mission.

On June 19, a second Air Serbia
flight carried medical supplies and
equipment to Armenia. The first plane
landed at Zvartnots International Air-
port on Thursday.

The agreement on the provi-
sion of humanitarian aid by Serbia to
Armenia had been reached during
the telephone conversations between
the President of Armenia Armen
Sarkissian and the President of Serbia
Aleksandar Vucic.

The Acting Assistant Minister of

Foreign Affairs of Serbia, Head of the
General European Department, Am-
bassador Bojana Adamovic Dragovic
and the Ambassador of Armenia to
Serbia Ashot Hovakimian were at the
airport to see the humanitarian aid off
to Armenia.

One of the boxes carried a mes-
sage from the President of Serbia
Aleksandar Vucic, which reads, “Help
to Armenian people in difficult times,
as a pledge for good future.”

Serbia is providing 10 artificial
lung ventilation devises, 10 devises to
monitor patients’ condition, 500 thou-
sand surgical and 100 thousand pro-
tective masks, 25 thousand protective
glasses, 25 thousand protective medi-
cal gear and other necessary items.
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The Journal of the Society for Armenian
Studies will be published by Brill from 2020

FRESNO -- The Society for Ar-
menian Studies and Brill are very happy
to announce that they have joined forces
with regard to the Journal of the Soci-
ety for Armenian Studies, which will
be published by Brill from 2020 on-
wards. The Journal also has a new
Editor-in-Chief: Dr. Tamar M.
Boyadjian (Michigan State University).

The first volume of the Journal
of the Society for Armenian Studies
was published in 1984 under the
editorship of Prof. Avedis K. Sanjian
(1921-1995). Since that time, it has
served as the foremost journal for
scholarship in the field of Armenian
studies in the Western Hemisphere.
The purpose of the Journal, according
to the inaugural editor, was “the dis-
semination of the best original scholar-
ship in Armenian studies and closely
related fields, without any chronologi-
cal limitations.”

The current editorship and board
of the JSAS remain committed to that
central principle and continues to pub-
lish articles in the fields of History,
Archaeology, Religion, Philology, Lit-
erature, Art History, Genocide, and
Diaspora Studies.

The first issue of 2020 is ex-
pected to be published in September,
the second issue will follow soon af-
ter.

“The Society for Armenian Stud-
ies (SAS) is thrilled about this new
partnership with Brill. There is no doubt
that the Journal of the Society for
Armenian Studies (JSAS) will become
a leading journal in the field of Arme-
nian Studies with a new editor, advi-
sory and editorial boards as well as
book review editors. We look forward
to a fruitful collaboration with Brill
with the aim of transforming the Jour-
nal into a global hub of disseminating
knowledge about Armenian Studies.”

Bedross Der Matossian, Ph.D.

President of the Society for Ar-
menian Studies (SAS)

“I am both honored and excited
to be appointed the new Editor-in-
Chief of the Journal of the Society of
Armenian Studies. I am also equally
excited to be working with the presti-
gious publisher Brill at Leiden in the
Netherlands. As editor, one of my
goals is to promote global,
transnational, and cross-cultural schol-
arship in the field of Armenian Studies.
Working with Brill, the journal will
now be able to have rolling submis-
sions, alongside planned thematic vol-
umes, helping to foster new directions
in the field of Armenian Studies that
align with cutting-edge scholarly re-
search.”

Tamar M. Boyadjian, Ph.D.

Editor-in-Chief of Journal of the
Society for Armenian Studies

“Brill is delighted to be the new
publisher of the well-established Jour-

nal of the Society for Armenian Stud-
ies. The field of Armenian Studies is
burgeoning and Brill is very happy to
be part of this vibrant community of
scholars.”

Maurits van den Boogert

Publishing Director, Brill

Scope:

The Journal of the Society for
Armenian Studies (JSAS) is the fore-
most peer-reviewed periodical of
Armenology in the Western Hemi-
sphere. The Journal publishes schol-
arly articles on diverse topics of Ar-
menian Studies without any chrono-
logical limitations. The Journal also
accepts contributions on related fields
addressing the history and culture of
the Middle East across all periods. In
particular, JSAS’s aim is to promote
scholarship that foregrounds the sig-
nificance of Armenian studies in ques-
tioning dominant historical and social
narratives—both narrowly within the
field and in more broader global and
comparative contexts. JSAS accepts
submissions in English, Armenian,
French, Italian, and German. It does
not publish opinion or policy papers.

Editor-in-Chief:

Tamar M. Boyadjian, Michigan
State University

Advisory Board:

Bedross Der Matossian, Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln; Barlow Der
Mugrdechian, California State Univer-
sity, Fresno; Rachel Goshgarian,
Lafayette College; Sharon Kinoshita,
University of California, Santa Cruz;
Jyotsna Singh, Michigan State Univer-
sity; Alison Vacca, University of Ten-
nessee, Knoxville

Editorial Board:

Sebouh Aslanian, University of
California, Los Angeles; Stephan
Astourian, University of California, Ber-
keley; Marie-Aude Baronian,
Universiteit van Amsterdam; Houri
Berberian, University of California,
Irvine; Talar Chahinian, University of
California, Irvine; Myrna Douzjian,
University of California, Berkeley;
Shushan Karapetian, University of
Southern California; David Kazanjian,
University of Pennsylvania; Lilit
Keshishyan, University of Southern
California; Tsolin Nalbantian,
Universiteit Leiden; Christina Maranci,
Tufts University; Sergio La Porta, Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno; Hratch
Tchilingirian, University of Oxford;
Heghnar Watenpaugh, University of
California, Davis

Book Review Editors:

Michael Pifer, University of
Michigan (Spring 2020 volume); Nora
Lessersohn, University College Lon-
don; Erin Pifion, Princeton University

For more information about this
media alert visit the brill website, or
contact Maurits van den Boogert, Pub-
lishing Director Middle East and Is-
lamic Studies, via Boogert@brill.com.

Armenian Parliament Votes to Replace

Continued frompage 1

In May, Pashinyann’s adminis-
tration opted for a less radical solution
to the constitutional crisis which would
bar all high court judges from serving

for more than 12 years.

Such term limits were already set
by amendments to the Armenian con-
stitution which took effect in April
2018. However, the country’s former
leadership made sure that they do not
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Baby Ada Keshishyants

SOAR Commits Month of June to Fundraise to Save the Life of Baby Ada
Keshishyants — Manufacturer Novartis Refuses to Reduce $2 Million Cost of

Curative Treatment

RADNOR, PA —Inrapid response
to the family’s appeal, the Society for
Orphaned Armenian Relief (SOAR) has
devoted the month of June to fundraise
to help save the life of eight-month old
Ada Keshishyants.

From Kislovodsk, Russia, Ada is
suffering from Spinal Muscular Atro-
phy (SMA) Type 1, a rare, life-threat-
ening genetic disease. Children with
Type 1 SMA die slowly, rarely reach-
ing two years of age. SMA attacks the
nervous system, causes muscle atro-
phy, and as a result, the spine curves
causing severe restrictions with
breathing. As the disease progresses,
Ada’s health is quickly declining.

Novartis, the manufacturer of
Zolgensma which would help treat if
not cure Ada, has refused to reduce
the exorbitant $2 million price tag on
the gene therapy drug despite the pleas
of the family. Russian government
health organizations have also rejected
the family’s requests for financial as-
sistance.

The family has raised over $1.1
million for Ada, however a $1 million
gap still exists to deliver the treatment
she desperately needs. Setting an am-

bitious goal of $1 million to close the
gap, SOAR has launched an emer-
gency, global fundraising campaign to
rally its donor base and all Armenian
supporters to help this child.

Continuing its good work of sup-
porting Armenian children with severe
disabilities, SOAR will earmark any
surplus donations to establish the Ada
Keshishyants Fund to benefit special
needs children housed in Armenia’s
orphanages.

You can help Ada by making a
life-saving donation to SOAR at soar-
us.org and raising awareness about
SOAR'’s campaign for Ada. Please di-
rect all inquiries to SOAR Executive
Chairman, George S. Yacoubian Jr. at
gyacoubian@soar-us.org.

UN Human Rights Council Adopts

Continued frompage 1

istered anywhere around the globe,”
he added.

Amb. Hovhannisyan noted that
“the Council will thus recognize that
genocide is typically preceded or ac-
companied by widespread human rights
violations, patterns of discrimination,
statements by public figures that ex-
press support for the affirmation of
superiority of a group.”

“The resolution expresses con-
cern thatjustification, biased accounts,

or denial of genocide may increase the
risk of the recurrence of violence.

The draft resolution requests the
High Commissioner to organize an
intersessional meeting on strengthen-
ing capacities for the prevention of
genocide. The Council will also invite
SG’s Special Adviser on the Preven-
tion of Genocide to an interactive dia-
logue,” he stated.

“Armenia cherishes the interna-
tional consensus on the need to mobi-
lize our efforts to prevent the scourge
of genocide,” he stated.

apply to those judges who were in-
stalled prior to that. A clause in the
amended constitution allowed them to
retain their positions until reaching
retirement age.

The changes approved by the
government-controlled parliament
would eliminate this clause. This would
lead to the immediate resignation of
three judges who had taken the bench
in the mid-1990s. Two other Constitu-
tional Court members would have to
resign in 2022. Tovmasyan would have
to quit as court chairman but would
remain one of the nine justices.

Also in May, the government
asked the Venice Commission for an
advisory opinion on this solution.

In its opinion publicized on Mon-
day, the Venice Commission largely
backed the proposed formula. Still, it
also called for a “transitional period
which would allow for a gradual change
in the composition of the Court in
order to avoid any abrupt and immedi-
ate change endangering the indepen-
dence of this institution.”

The commission said the Arme-
nian authorities should also not rush to
have Tovmasyan replaced by another

court chairman.

The draft constitutional amend-
ments unveiled by Pashinyann’s bloc
on Friday do not envisage any transi-
tional periods. The Venice Commis-
sion said it “regrets” this fact and
believes that it is “not in line with the
recommendations in this Opinion.”

Justice Minister Rustam Badasyan
and senior pro-government lawmakers
downplayed the commission’s objec-
tions as the National Assembly swiftly
passed the amendments in both the first
and second readings.

They said that the Strasbourg-
based body agreed with the main thrust
of the constitutional changes planned
by the Armenian authorities. One of
those lawmakers, Vahagn Hovakimyan,
insisted that the changes will eventu-
ally result in a Constitutional Court
“enjoying the public’s trust.”

The amendments were backed
by 89 members of the 132-seat Na-
tional Assembly. Virtually all of those
deputies are affiliated with My Step.

The two opposition parties rep-
resented in the parliament boycotted
the votes and short debates that pre-
ceded them.
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Pasadena Unified School District

Armenian Dual Language Immersion
High School Program. (DLIP)

The program will be located at Blair School, home
to PUSD's International Baccalaureate programs.

2020-2021 Registration for the Armenian Dual Language . .
Immersion High School Program at Blair is now open!

Immersion Program

PASADENA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Our Children. Learning Today. Lleading Tomorrow.

Register
Now!

. Armenian Dual Language
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