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Putin, Pashinyan Discuss Regional
Developments During Moscow Meeting

MOSCOW -- Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan met in Mos-
cow on Tuesday for talks that appar-
ently focused on the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict.

An Armenian government state-
ment said they discussed “ongoing
developments” in and around the con-
flict zone, efforts to shore up stability
inthe region and the implementation of
Russian-brokered agreements to es-
tablish transport links between Arme-
niaand Azerbaijan. Russian-Armenian
relations were also on the agenda,
added the statement.

Neither the government nor the
Kremlin announced any agreements
reached by the two leaders.

“We will talk in a formal and infor-
mal setting -- have lunch together, dis-
cuss current affairs, talk about pros-
pects,” Putin told Pashinyan in his open-
ing remarks at what was their fourth
meeting in less than a year. He said they
will talk about a short-term and long-
term “settlement in the region.”

“Unfortunately, we still cannot
speak of a full stabilization of the
situation in our region,” Pashinyan said

for his part. He stressed that Russia
continues to play the “key role” in
international efforts to resolve the
Karabakh conflict.

Russian Defense Minister Sergei
Shoigu and his Armenian counterpart
Arshak Karapetyan also met in Mos-
cow on Monday.

The Armenian Defense Ministry
said they discussed Russian-Armenian
military ties, the situation on the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani border and “anumber
ofissues relating to regional security.”
It did not elaborate.

The Russian Defense Ministry
issued no statements on Shoigu’s lat-
est talks with Karapetyan.

Putin also said on Tuesday that
he wants to “compare notes” with
Pashinyan with regard to next month’s
summit of ex-Soviet states, including
Armenia, Azerbaijan and Russia. The
leaders of all three countries are ex-
pected to attend it.

Both Pashinyan and Azerbaijani
President [Tham Aliyev expressed readi-
ness earlier this month to meet with
each other. Their most recent face-to-
face meeting was hosted by Putin in
Moscow in January.

Armenian, Russian Religious Leaders
Meet in Moscow

AR ARARNAAARASE D RGE

MOSCOW (Armradio) -- His Ho-
liness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch
and Catholicos of All Armenians, met
with His Holiness Patriarch Kirill I of
Moscow and All Russia.

Welcoming the Catholicos of All
Armenians and his delegation, the head
of the Russian Orthodox Church

Continued on page 3

Minsk Group Co-Chairs Reiterate Willingness
to Visit the Region

The Co-Chairs of the OSCE Minsk
Group (Stephane Visconti of France,
Andrew Schofer of the United States
of America, and Igor Khovaev of the
Russian Federation) released a state-
ment reiterating wellingness to visit
the region:

"The Co-Chairs held consulta-
tions with UN High Commissioner for
Refugees Filippo Grandi and Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) Vice President Gilles
Carbonnier in Geneva 7 and 8 October.
The Personal Representative of the
OSCE Chairperson in Office (PRCiO)
Andrzej Kasprzyk also participated in
the meetings. All participants stressed
the importance of full, unimpeded ac-

cess by international humanitarian or-
ganizations to carry out their work. In
light of the recent constructive meet-
ing between the Foreign Ministers of
Armenia and Azerbaijan on the mar-
gins of the UN General Assembly, the
Co-Chairs welcomed Azerbaijan’s re-
lease of one Armenian serviceman and
also discussed possible de-escalatory
and humanitarian measures, including
with regard to detainees, missing per-
sons, and the voluntary return of all
displaced persons. The Co-Chairs
emphasized their intention to continue
working with the parties to find areas
of agreement.

Continued on page3

Iran Says Has Documents on Transfer of
Terrorists to Azerbaijan

TEHRAN --Iran says it has docu-
ments proving terrorist groups have
been transferred to the Azerbaijan Re-
public, Iran Front Page reports.

“Iran has even acquired [the au-
dio files of] their conversations, and
hasthem onits intelligence radar,” said
Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman
Saeed Khatibzadeh in a Tuesday inter-
view with Iran’s national radio.

“Wetold the Azeri side that this is
not acceptable, and their highest-rank-
ing officials promised to ally our con-
cern,” he said.

“Ourrelations with the Azerbaijan
Republic are very cordial, good and
multi-layered, and visits to both coun-
tries” by the two sides’ officials are
ongoing,” the spokesman explained.

“There are some third groups in
the region that wouldn’t want Iran and

the Azerbaijan Republic to have friendly
ties. Accordingly, they release fake
and untrue news and try to cash in on
the sentiments of the people of both
countries in order to advance their
own objectives,” he added.

“In the Caucasus developments,
we stressed that the rights of
neighbouring countries should be re-
stored; accordingly, we welcomed the
restoration of the Azerbaijan Republic’s
rights; meanwhile, we believed war
was not the right method to realize this
and stressed the need for diplomatic
ties,” he added.

“Iran and Russia helped push for
diplomatic negotiations between the
warring sides,” said the spokesman in
a reference to the war between Arme-
nia and the Azerbaijan Republic over
Karabakh region last year.



p

STEPANAKERT — An Arme-
nian farmer in Nagorno-Karabakh was
shot dead by Azerbaijani forces while
working in his pomegranate grove at
the weekend, authorities in Stepanakert
said.

The 55-year-old man, Aram
Tepnants, was a resident of Martakert,
a small town in northern Karabakh
closetothe Armenian-Azerbaijani “line
of contact” in and around Karabakh.

“He worked with his own tractor
and in his own grove,” a spokesman
for the Karabakh police told RFE/RL’s
Armenian Service on Saturday. “An
Azerbaijani army sniper noticed him
and fired in that direction, fatally
wounding him.”

The Martakert mayor, Misha
Gyurjyan, said that Russian peace-
keeping soldiers deployed along the
“line of contact” witnessed the inci-
dent. “Peacekeepers were sitting with
[Tepnants] inside his tractor,” claimed
Gyurjyan.

The Russian Defense Ministry
confirmed on Sunday that the farmer
was killed “as a result of gunfire from
the Azerbaijani side.”

“The Russian [peacekeeping]
contingent command is conducting an
investigation into the incident with the
participation of representatives of the
two sides,” the ministry said in a state-
ment.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
stated that Tepnants was killed by
Azerbaijani sniper fire and accused
Baku of violating the terms of a Rus-
sian-brokered ceasefire that stopped
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Karabakh Civilian Killed by Azerbaijani
Forces Near Martakert

lastyear’s Armenian-Azerbaijani war.
In a short statement, it demanded a
“proper investigation” into his death.

Tepnants is the first Karabakh
civilian killed since the ceasefire came
into force on November 10, 2020.

In the last several months,
Karabakh authorities have periodically
accused Azerbaijani troops of opening
small arms fire at Karabakh villages
mostly located close to the town of
Shushi occupied by them during the
six-week war. They have said that
such incidents are aimed at intimidat-
ing Karabakh’s Armenian population
and causing them to leave the territory.

The Karabakh foreign ministry
charged that the purpose of the deadly
shooting outside Martakert was to not
only trigger a “mass emigration” of
Karabakh Armenians but also under-
mine the Russian peacekeeping mis-
sion. [turged Russia, the United States
and France, the three world powers
co-heading the OSCE Minsk Group, to
“hold the Azerbaijani side accountable
and prevent such incidents in the fu-
ture.”

World Bank Forecast 6 Perecent Growth in
Armenian's Economy

NEW YORK --
Armenia’s economy is

on course to grow by balances

FIGURE 1 Armenia / GDP growth, fiscal and current account

justover 6 percent this
year after contracting
sharply last year, ac-
cording to the World
Bank.
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output levels by mid-
2022,” the bank said in a report re-
leased this week.

“Following a faster-than-ex-
pected recovery in [the first half of the
year,| the projected GDP growth rate
for 2021 has been revised to 6.1 per-
cent, up from 3.4 percent in April
2021,” it said, adding that the eco-
nomic upswing will continue to be
primarily driven by private consump-
tion.

The International Monetary Fund
has also signaled a significant improve-
ment of its economic outlook for Ar-
menia. A senior IMF official, Nathan
Porter, forecast last month a 6.5 per-
cent growth rate after holding virtual
talks with Armenian officials.

The Armenian economy shrunk
by 7.6 percent last year due to the
coronavirus pandemic and the war
with Azerbaijan.

The Armenian government had
projected modest economic recovery
until this spring. It now expects much
faster growth not only in 2021 but also
in the coming years.

The government’s five-year
policy program approved by the parlia-
ment in August says GDP should in-
crease by 7 percent annually. And a
draft state budget unveiled by Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s cabinet last
week commits Armenian tax authori-
ties to increasing state revenue by as
much as 25 percent in 2022. This would
not only finance a 15 percent rise in
public spending butalso cutthe country’s
budget deficit that widened significantly
during last year’s recession.

The World Bank report says,
however, that Armenian growth will
likely slow down to 4.8 percent next
year and only slightly accelerate in
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President Biden Extends Sanctions
Against Turkey

WASHINGTON, DC -- US Presi-
dent Joe Biden has extended sanctions
against Turkey for another year. This
was reported by the press service of
the White House.

“The actions of the Turkish gov-
ernment, represented in the military
offensive in northeastern Syria, un-
dermine the campaign to defeat ISIS,”
Biden said in a statement published
by the White House on its official
website.

The US has imposed sanctions
on Turkey since 2019 due to the mili-
tary operation it launched against the
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF).

On October 14, 2019, the former
US President Donald Trump issued an
executive order imposing sanctions on
Turkey for its military operation in
Syria.

The sanctions included a number
of senior Turkish officials, including
both the Ministers of Defense and
Energy.

“That operation endangers civil-
ians, threatens peace, security, and
stability in the region, and poses an
exceptional risk to the national secu-
rity and foreign policies of the US,” the
White House statement added.

“The state of emergency declared

on October 14, 2019 will remain in
effect beyond October 14, 2021. Thus,
the national state of emergency de-
clared pursuant to the Executive Order
will be extended.”

On Thursday, the US State De-
partment spokesperson told North
Press that President Biden has ex-
pressed support for maintaining the
US forces in northeast Syria to sup-
port local partners and prevent an [SIS
resurgence.

He added that ISIS and its affili-
ates continue to present a threat to our
collective security.

Erdogan Files Motion to Strip Garo Paylan,
Three Other Opposition MPs of Immunity

ANKARA — Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has filed a
motion to lift parliamentary immunity
of ethnic Armenian MP Garoo Paylan
and three other Members of Parlia-
ment.

A presidential summary of pro-
ceedings seeking the removal of the
parliamentary immunity of four oppo-
sition deputies has made its way to the
Turkish parliament, the Stockholm
Center for Freedom reports.

Pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Demo-
cratic Party (HDP) deputies Meral
Danis Bestas, Hiida Kaya and Garo
Paylan and Democratic Regions Party
(DBP) lawmaker Salihe Aydeniz are
likely to face prosecution if their im-
munity is lifted.

The prosecution of members of
Parliament has been possible since the
Republican People’s Party (CHP) and
the Nationalist Movement Party (MHP)
lent support to a 2016 proposal sub-
mitted by the ruling Justice and Devel-
opment Party (AKP) on removing depu-
ties’ immunity from prosecution. The
immunity of all deputies who faced
prosecution was lifted in May 2016.

The political and legal assault on
the HDP, which intensified after a
truce between Kurdish militants and
the government of President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan broke down in 2015,
grew even stronger after Erdogan sur-
vived a failed coup attempt in July
2016 that was followed by a sweeping
political crackdown.

The chief prosecutor for the Su-
preme Court of Appeals on March 17
had asked the Constitutional Court to
ban the HDP, arguing in an indictment
that the pro-Kurdish party was trying
to “destroy the indivisibility between
the state and the people.”

Hundreds of HDP politicians, in-
cluding the party’s former co-chairs,
are behind bars on terrorism charges,
while most of the 65 HDP mayors
elected in the predominantly Kurdish
Southeast in 2019 have been replaced
by government-appointed trustees.

Selahattin Demirtas, who co-led
the HDP and twice ran for president,
has been in prison since November
2016 due to multiple cases and remains
behind bars despite orders from the
European Court of Human Rights to
release him. Former co-president Figen
Yiiksekdag has also been in prison
since 2016.

2023. It also lists “downside risks” to
this scenario: “limited progress in
COVID-19 vaccinations, rising
COVID-19 cases, geopolitical tensions,
and a delayed recovery among major
trading partners.”

The IMF’s Porter sounded a simi-
lar note of caution: “Downside risks
remain elevated, including from geo-
political tensions, a slowdown in ex-
ternal demand, and heightened global
financial market volatility.”
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2021 Aurora Prize Awarded Julienne Lusenge

YEREVAN -- The sixth annual
Aurora Prize for Awakening Humanity
was awarded today to Julienne
Lusenge, a human rights defender, co-
founder of Women's Solidarity for
Inclusive Peace and Development
(SOFEPADI) and Fund for Congolese
Women (FFC), who has been helping
the victims of wartime sexual violence
for years. Her boundless courage and
tireless activism have shone a light on
the desperate plight of thousands of
Congolese women subjected to hor-
rific sexual abuse amidst the civil war
in the country, exposing the perpetra-
tors and bringing them to justice. She
was named the 2021 Aurora Prize
Laureate at the Ceremony titled “Re-
viving Together” that was held in
Venice, Italy. The Aurora Prize is
granted by the Aurora Humanitarian
Initiative on behalf of the survivors of
the Armenian Genocide and in grati-
tude to their saviors.

“Julienne Lusenge’s exceptional
achievements remind us of the impact
one person can have, even when en-
countering the seemingly insurmount-
able pressure and risks. By recogniz-
ing her courage, commitment and self-
lessness, we are hopeful that she can
also inspire each one of us to think
about what we can do to stand up on
behalfofthose whose rights are abused
and who are in dire need of our solidar-
ity and support,” noted Lord Ara Darzi,
Chair of Aurora Prize Selection Com-
mittee and Co-Director of the Institute
of Global Health Innovation at Imperial
College London.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has
powerfully demonstrated that what
happens in one corner of the world,
however remote, affects all of us. We
cannot remain indifferent to the suf-
fering of others; we cannot afford to
not care. Today, more than ever, we
need to let the universal values of grati-
tude and humanity unite and guide us,
as they guide 2021 Aurora Prize Laure-
ate Julienne Lusenge,” said Noubar
Afeyan, Co-Founder of the Aurora Hu-
manitarian Initiative and Founder and
CEO of Flagship Pioneering.

As the 2021 Aurora Prize Laure-
ate, Julienne Lusenge will receive a
$1,000,000 grant and a chance to con-
tinue the cycle of giving by supporting
organizations that help people in need.
This year, considering the acute needs
of the people of Artsakh (Nagorno-
Karabakh) affected by the 2020 war,
Aurora will recommend her to direct
25% of the award funds to addressing
urgent humanitarian issues in Artsakh.
The Aurora Co-Founders are commit-
ted to matching this contribution to
bring the total amount to $500,000.
Besides this, Ms. Lusenge has nomi-
nated three organizations that support
grassroots women’s organizations,
empower survivors of gender-based
violence and reintegrate internally dis-
placed persons:

-Fund for Congolese Women;
-League for Congolese Solidar-

ity;

-Association of Mothers for De-
velopment and Peace.

“The outstanding work carried
out by Julienne Lusenge and her orga-
nizations that help women, as well as
her courage and perseverance in going
against powerful local forces to pro-
tect them, is an example of empathy,
kindness and dedication. One of the
most important goals of Aurora is
empowering such heroes, and we are
grateful for the opportunity to do just
that,” said Hina Jilani, Aurora Prize
Selection Committee member and
Former United Nations Special Repre-
sentative of the Secretary-General on
Human Rights Defenders.

Part of SOFEPADI is a hospital
and mobile clinics providing holistic
medical and psychological care to sur-
vivors of sexual violence. In 2010-
2020, the medical center received and
treated 6,284 people, including 567
internally displaced people. SOFEPADI
also encourages socio-economic rein-
tegration with income-generating ac-
tivities, apprenticeships, and school
reintegration, and provides the survi-
vors with legal advice and representa-
tion in court.

“Atthe heart of Aurorais a global
movement based on the idea of Grati-
tude in Action. With hundreds of people
that have already joined us, the impact
Aurorahas managed to achieve is liter-
ally changing the world. It is an honor
to be able to recognize such heroes as
Julienne Lusenge and to be able to
highlight and promote their work with
the help of our donors and supporters
from across the globe,” noted Ruben
Vardanyan, Co-Founder of the Aurora
Humanitarian Initiative and Noddome.

Since its launch, the Aurora Prize
has changed the lives of almost
1,000,000 people affected by war,
conflict, persecution, and other hu-
manitarian issues. This action-based
philanthropy, focused on tangible re-
sults, is possible thanks to the support-
ers whose contribution allows the Prize
to continue empowering modern-day
heroes. Aurora appreciates any com-
mitment to endorse its mission and
encourages everyone to join the Initia-
tive and support it.

Minsk Group Co-Chairs Reiterate Willingness

Continued from page 1

The Co-Chairs have taken posi-
tive note of President Aliyev’s and
Prime Minister Pashinyan’s public
statements expressing their readiness
in principle to meet with each other

under the auspices of the Co-Chairs.
The Co-Chairs look forward to engag-
ing the sides on modalities and details
of such a meeting and reiterate their
willingness to visit the region in the
near future to discuss next steps in the
process
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Moderna Founders Make Forbes List of
America’s Richest During Pandemic

WASHINGTON, DC -- At least
three people with a stake in the
coronavirus vaccine race have just
made a list of the top 400 richest
people in America. The Washington
Times reports.

Moderna’s chairman, Noubar
Afeyan, one of the U.S. biotech
company’s founders; along with board
member Robert Langer, also a co-
founder; and early investor Timothy
Springer each made their debut in this
year’s tally produced by business
magazine Forbes.

The trio each own a stake in the
biotech company, which saw its shares
soar last year and which — along with
U.S. drug giant Pfizer and German
partner BioNTech —logged billions of
dollars in vaccine sales as the virus
spread. U.S. firm Johnson & Johnson
and Europe’s AstraZeneca say they
don’t plan to profit from their shots
during the pandemic.

For its rankings, Forbes esti-
mated the fortune of Afeyan, the
Moderna chairman, to be nearly $5
billion. The engineer, who was born in
Beirut to Armenian parents and left
during Lebanon’s civil war, has helped

found many other companies.

The net worth estimates — which
Forbes put out Tuesday based on stock
prices from September, SEC docu-
ments and other records — stood at
$4.9 billion for Langer, an MIT scien-
tist who has hundreds of patents. It
calculated $5.9 billion for Springer, a
Harvard immunologist who put in mil-
lions when the company was founded
in 2010.

More than 152 million doses of
Moderna’s shot have been adminis-
tered in the United States since it first
was authorized last year. It’s one of
three coronavirus vaccines that health
workers are administering in the coun-
try, and it has sold doses to European
countries and Canada as well.

The Cambridge, Mass.,
company’s technology, based on mes-
senger RNA, made it the first company
to test its coronavirus vaccine in a
human. The swift response also gave it
a boost in the markets. At the same
time, it has faced rebuke, for selling
early doses to the countries that could
bid the highest, and questions about its
surging stock price generating wealth
for investors.

Armenian, Russian Religious Leaders Meet

Continued from page 1

touched upon the centuries-old frater-
nal relations between the two Churches,
spoke about the friendly and warm ties
established between the two peoples
and countries.

The Armenian Patriarch, in turn,
affirmed that there are strong ties of
centuries-old friendship between Ar-
menia and Russia, which have been
invariably manifested even in the most
difficult and complex situations.

“The centuries-old friendship of
our peoples and Churches has been
expressed in moments of both joy and
sorrow. We have rejoiced at our joint
achievements and worked together to
preserve our friendship and brother-
hood. And our meetings with Your
Holiness are the best evidence of that.
“We have always felt the support of
the head of the Russian Orthodox
Church,” said Catholicos Karekin II.

Touching upon the Artsakh war
and post-war problems, His Holiness
expressed his fraternal gratitude to the
Russian Church and its leader for the

support to the Armenian Church and
the people in that difficult period.

His Holiness also added: “Today,
as Your Holiness knows, our country
and people are living difficult times.
However, we believe that with God’s
help, thanks to our faith, as well as
with the support of friendly countries,
first of all, the Russian Federation, we
will be able to overcome this ordeal.”

Peaceful efforts to resolve the
conflict were discussed during the
conversation.

At the end of the meeting, Patri-
arch Kirill T of Moscow and All Russia
awarded the Catholicos of All Arme-
nians with the Order of Glory and
Honor of the Russian Orthodox
Church, on the occasion of his 70th
birthday and for his contribution to the
development of friendly relations be-
tween the Armenian Apostolic Church
and the Moscow Patriarchate.

His Holiness thanked Patriarch
Kirill and noted: “We consider this
gift as a sign of Your Holiness’ re-
spect and love for our people and the
Church.”

www.massispost.com
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USSR 30: Cinema After the Collapse

LOS ANGELES — When the
announcement was made last week
that Armenia’s official selection for
the Best International Feature category
is Nora Martirosyan’s Should The
Wind Drop, the Institute and our col-
leagues at USC were thrilled because
we had already included this beautiful
motion picture in a special film festival
we are calling USSR 30: Cinema After
The Collapse. The festival is free and
will take place November 4 to 6, 2021,
at USC, LIVE, in person. [Don’t wait.
You can register now. |

This year is not only the 30th
anniversary of Armenia’s indepen-
dence, but it is also the 30th anniver-
sary of the collapse of the USSR — a
socio-economic and political system
that fell and took with it two of its most
significant attributes: predictability and
security. The consequences of this
rupture continue to haunt and drive the
lives of individuals and the develop-
ment of societies in the 15 constituent
republics that are now independent,
albeit neither uniformly stable nor
democratic, prosperous nor secure.
We thought, how better to understand
this seismic and traumatic transforma-
tion than through film?

The Institute is gratified that this
program is included as part of USC’s
exclusive and highly regarded Visions
& Voices initiative. USC Professor
Robert English, ascholar of Soviet and
Russian history, will open the series on
Thursday, November 4, at 7 pm, with
an overview of the implications of the
Soviet collapse for the citizens of the
15 countries — ranging from Russia to
Armenia. Thatevening’s film is Sergei
Loznitsa’s The Event. The screening
will be preceded by a conversation

between Loznitsa and Atom Egoyan, a
filmmaker whose own 1993 film Cal-
endar was set in the newly independent
Armenia.

1992 Artsakh, Stepanakert. In
between bombings, a child jumps on
what’s left of a statue of Lenin

On Friday, November 5, begin-
ning at 6 pm, in the presence of the
filmmaker, a reception will mark the
selection of Should The Wind Drop as
Armenia’s Oscars contender. The film,
shot from the perspective of a French
engineer and completed in 2019, takes
a calm, almost pragmatic look at what
it would take to make the Stepanakert
airport functional, and how that would
impact the people of Karabakh
(Artsakh) and the world. The film will
screen at 7 pm.

On Saturday, November 6, be-
ginning at 1 pm, five films ranging
from feature to documentary, short
and animation, made in Russia,
Kyrgyzstan, Georgiaand Armenia, will
bescreened. Accompanying the films,
there will be conversations with film-
makers and film scholars.

The last film is an animated short
from Armenia called JAZZ — FOOL
AROUND and it will be followed by a
mini-jazz concert performed by stu-
dents of the USC Thornton School of
Music, in the Queen’s Courtyard im-
mediately outside the theater.

Refreshments will be available
throughout Saturday.

Paid parking is available at USC
McClintock Structure.

University health regulations re-
quire that each guest complete
TrojanCheck on the day of their visit to
campus. Trojan Check verification must
be presented at the event check-in.

Yertik.com a New Online Children’s
Programme in Western Armenian

wiLhu

WWWYERTIR COM

A new high-quality creative
programme has been launched for chil-
dren in Western Armenian. Entertain-
ing, humorous and educational, the
online videos can be found on
Yertik.com and on the Yertik Youtube

-‘-II._L-
™1 l'png
“

channel.

Through songs, stories, games,
puppets, puzzles, sketches and more,
Yertik creates a playful and safe envi-
ronment where children up to 12 years
old can have fun while developing their
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Four Children: New Genocide Play
Premiers in Kansas

KANSAS CITY — Despite the
challenges of Covid-19, Kansas City
Actors Theater is pressing on with its
play, Four Children. Based around eye-
witness accounts of four genocide
survivors, including Vahram Dadrian’s
“To the Desert: Pages from My Di-
ary,” this play focuses on the horrors
of genocide and its enduring impact on
survivors and their descendants.

Vahram Dadrian was exiled with
the rest of his family from Chorum to
Jersh (Jordan) in 1915. An aspiring
writer, he kept notes of his experi-
ences and wrote them out into a full
diary after WWI. His account gives
voice to his own experiences, as well
as those of others he saw around him.
These included the emaciated rem-
nants of deportation convoys and other
inmates of death camps.

“This is a powerful play that
keeps the Armenian experience in fo-
cus in the United States,” said Anoush
Melkonian of the Gomidas Institute.
“We thank Kansas City Actors Theater
for this timely and bold production.”

Four Children will feature be-
tween 7 to 24 October, 2021.

For more information and tick-
ets, please visit http://
www.kcactors.org

For more information about
Vahram Dadrian’s memoir, please visit
http://www.gomidas.org

Vahram Dadrian was the late his-
torian, Vahakn Dadrian’s cousin. Fol-
lowing is excerpt from the book:

“Do you know how deer are
hunted? Hundreds of them are penned
up inside the woods of a palace. Hunt-
ers surround the forest and wait in
ambush at all escape routes. When
everything is ready, the hunting dogs
runthe deer out of their pens and chase
them through the forest. The animals,
unaware of the hidden hunters or the
traps set for them, flee with all the
strength of their legs.

Suddenly a shotgun resounds
through the bushes. Four, five of them
fall, andthe rest, terrified, turn around

and run off in different directions.
Again the hunters open fire on them.
Those that have been mortally wounded
fall; those that are still alive proceed
with their alarming escape.

Now they find themselves in front
of a precipice. Some fall in; the others
continue their escape. More shots, more
traps, more massacres and carnage. . .
. And that is how itis . .. in the evening
the ground is strewn with corpses and
with struggling wounded animals that
bellow in their agony. If a few have
escaped, they are already lost in the
thick of the woods, they mourn the
memory of an atrocious day, the death
of their loved ones.

To get an idea of the Medz
Yeghern (Armenian Genocide), one
need only expand this image. Imagine
all of Turkey as a forest, and the three
million Armenians as the deer in that
forest. All the bloody murderers,
thieves, vagabonds, and brigands of
Turkey (Turkish, Kurdish, Laz,
Chechen, Circassian, etc.) have sur-
rounded this forest, waiting in ambush
at each crossroad, along the shores of
the rivers, deep in the valleys, and at
the approaches to all passages.”—

Vahram Dadrian, To the Desert:
Pages from My Diary, transl Agop J.
Hacikyan (Gomidas Institute, Lon-
don), p. 1.

communication skills. Children acquire
new vocabulary, learn or improve their
knowledge of Western Armenian and,
importantly, find a new and exciting
world in the language that speaks to
their daily lives in the Diaspora.

Yertik produces two original
weekly videos. «UYynrLp Sniyncp»
(Agool Doogool) is for two-to-six-
year-olds. Both Armenian-speaking
and non-Armenian-speaking children
are able to watch and follow the
programme. They will become fa-
miliar with unique characters, allow-
ing children to develop their listening
skills, observational skills, creativity
and memory.

«Up 0hu PwbGhu» (Alniss
Palniss) is for seven-to-twelve-year-
olds. The programme covers different
daily subjects, allowing children and
preteens to improve their communica-
tion skills in the Armenian language, as
well asto develop their analytical skills.
The videos allow for moments of cre-
ative brainstorming and foster debates
over a variety of themes using new
vocabulary. The programme encour-
ages children to build upon their curi-

osity and investigate the “why” and the
“how.”

Yertik is a new programme
funded by the Armenian Communi-
ties Department of the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation. Its creative
content and execution are ensured
by a group of young men and women,
inspired by the Foundation’s Zarmanazan
language immersion initiative. The
Yertik team is composed of Vahan
Kerovpyan, Sevana Tchakerian,
Kayane Gavrilof, Hrayr Kalem-
kerian, Anouche Mekhsian,
Vahakn Keshishian and Dzavy
Bilalian.

Yertik.com can be used by edu-
cators, parents and grandparents to
enrich their efforts to teach Western
Armenian andto livein the language. It
is an educational tool that is based on
the philosophy of language acquisition
through fun activities and an enjoyable
environment.

For more information about this
project and other initiatives visit the
website  https://gulbenkian.pt/
armenian-communities/ and subscribe
to the newsletter.
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surrounded by her loving family

Lowe and Arthur Avedisian.

That family includes

families.

her.

JUDITH BLANCHARD AVEDISIAN
Judith Blanchard Avedisian passed away peacefully on October 8,2021

She was born on May 1, 1938
She married Arman Avedisian in 1962. Judy and Arman were blessed
with three lovely children, Marcy Avedisian McCall, Jocelyn Avedisian

Judy and Arman’s lives were filled with many loving grandchildren.
She was happiest spending quality time with family, where there was an open
door policy as everyone was always welcome .

The family in California will miss her dearly.

Marilyn and Jeff Beck, Lori Davis and Matthew Davis, Dennis Kasper,
Maria Moloyan, Anahid Harmandayan, Vokouhi Hovagimian Unell and their

Judy was a gentle, gracious spirit and will be missed by all who knew
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