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French National Assembly Adopts Resolution
Supporting Armenia; Asks Sanctions to Be
Imposed on Azerbaijan

PARIS— Armenian Council of
Europe reports that the France’s Na-
tional Assembly adopted today by 256
votes for and 0 votes against a resolu-
tiondemanding the “end of Azerbaijan’s
aggression against Armenia and at es-
tablishing a lasting peace in the South
Caucasus.”

With this resolution, the French
National Assembly condemns, with
the greatest conviction, the military
aggression of Azerbaijan on Septem-
ber 13 and 14 against the territory of
the Republic of Armenia, in violation
ofits sovereignty. The Resolution calls

for an end to the military occupation
by Azerbaijan of the sovereign terri-
tory of the Republic of Armenia and
for the immediate and unconditional
withdrawal of Azerbaijani forces; for
the deployment of an international in-
tervention force under the aegis of the
UN, and the the immediate and uncon-
ditional release and repatriation of all
Armenian prisoners of war.

The National Assembly also asks
Armeniato join the International Crimi-
nal Court in order to condemn

Continued on page4

Defense Minister Papikyan Visits Special
Operations Force and Paratroopers Assault
Units at Military Base

YEREVAN — Minister of De-
fense Suren Papikyan and First Deputy
Minister of Defense/Chief of the Gen-
eral Staff of the Armed Forces Gen-
eral Edward Asryan visited troops of
the Special Operations Forces and
Paratroopers Assault units at a mili-
tary base. They were accompanied by
Governor of Lori Aram Khachatryan,
the ministry of defense said in a state-
ment.

The Minister of Defense inspected
the equipment and gear of the troops
and was briefed on the course of ser-

vice and existing issues.

Then, the Minister of Defense
met with conscripts of the educational
battalion and wished them good luck in
theupcoming graduation examinations.

Answering questions from the
troops, Minister Papikyan presented
details from the ongoing reforms in the
military.

During the visit to the military
base the Defense Minister paid tribute
to the memory of the fallen troops in
the 2020 war. He then inspected ongo-
ing construction of a new barracks.

U.S. Vows Continued Support for Dialogue
Between Armenia and Azerbaijan

YEREVAN — The United States
will spare no effort to continue to
facilitate aresolution of the Armenian-
Azerbaijani conflict, Philip Reeker,
Senior Advisor on Caucasus Negotia-
tions at the State Department, said
after visiting Baku and Yerevan this
week.

“We firmly believe that contin-
ued direct dialogue and diplomacy, not
military action, is key to resolving
issues and to reaching a comprehen-
sive lasting peace and prosperity for
all,” Reeker said in a video address
released by the U.S. Embassy in Arme-
nia on Friday. “We all understand that
this is not easy.”

Washington is “committed to
doing everything we can to support
your efforts towards a durable peace,”
Reeker added, echoing U.S. Secretary
of State Antony Blinken’s remarks
made at the most recent meeting of the
Armenian and Azerbaijani foreign min-
isters hosted by him in Washington on
November 7.

“This commitment represents the
future of Armenia and the entire South
Caucasus. [ am grateful for the impor-
tant and productive meetings I had
with the government members, par-
ticularly Prime Minister Pashinyan,
Foreign Minister Mirzoyan, as well as

civil society representatives and other
stakeholders here in Yerevan. I had
similar meetings at the beginning of the
week in Baku, as well as in Tbilisi. The
United States is involved in and sup-
ports direct Armenian-Azerbaijani ne-
gotiations at the highest level, repre-
sented by Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and National Security Advisor
Jake Sullivan. We are committed to
ensuring a peaceful future in the South
Caucasus region,” he says.

Reeker, who is also the U.S. co-
chair of the OSCE Minsk Group, met
with the Armenian and Azerbaijani lead-
ers during his latest tour of the South
Caucasus sta

Kim Kardashian an Cher Partner
with Carolyn Rafaelian to Raise Funds to
Restore Etchmiadzin Cathedral

NEW YORK — World-re-
nowned Armenian-American reality
TV star Kim Kardashian, Armenian-
American pop-singer Cher (Cherilyn
Sarkisian) and Armenian-American
film producer Eric Esrailian are call-
ing on their social media followers to
buy jewelry with Armenian inscrip-
tions, thus, contributing to the res-
toration of the Holy Etchmiadzin
Cathedral.

Metal Alchemist, the new jew-
elry brand by Alex and Ani founder
Carolyn Rafaelian, announced on

Thursday it was partnering with the
celebrities to help raise funds to
restore the Cathedral.

“I am always looking for ways
to support Armenia, and the most
sacred ancient places in the world,
the oldest cathedral in the world is in
Armenia, and it’s where I baptized
my kids. And it is in desperate need
of restoration, so this brand Metal
Alchemist is making these bracelets
with a 100% of proceeds going to

Continued on page4
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Lavrov Blames Western Powers for
Obstructing Russian Efforts to End Conflict
Between Armenia and Azerbaijan

MOSCOW — Russia’s Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov on Thursday
accused Western powers of obstruct-
ing Russian efforts to end the conflict
between Armenia and Azerbaijan and
trying to hijack Armenian-Azerbaijani
agreements brokered by Moscow.

Lavrov also questioned the ef-
fectiveness of separate peace efforts
made by the United States and the
European Union.

“It’s hard for me to imagine how
they can discuss the issue of [Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani border] delimitation
and the peace treaty without a [pre-
cise] map of the former Soviet repub-
lics which is kept in the Russian [gen-
eral] staff,” he told a news conference
in Moscow.

In earlier rounds of negotiations,
he claimed, Russia put forward a pro-
posal to postpone negotiations on
Karabakh’s status for the foreseeable
future, but then Pashinyan and Aliyev
“came to Sochi from Prague with a
document in which they said they want
to sign a peace treaty based on the UN
Charter and the Alma-Ata Declaration.”

Lavrov reiterated that the U.S.
and France stopped cooperating with
Russia within the framework of the
OSCE Minsk Group, which was for
decades co-headed by the three world
powers, following the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine. They thus “buried”
that mediation format, he charged.

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State
Karen Donfried denied this when she
visited Yerevan in June. Later in the
summer, another senior State Depart-
ment official, Philip Reeker, was ap-
pointed as the new U.S. co-chair of the
Minsk Group.

Lavrov claimed that, PM

Pashinyan effectively recognized
Azerbaijani sovereignty over Nagorno-
Karabakh in a joint statement with
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev,
French President Emmanuel Macron
and EU chief Charles Michel issued
after their October 6 meeting in Prague.

“Armenia and Azerbaijan con-
firmed their commitment to the Char-
ter of the United Nations and the Alma
Ata 1991 Declaration [by former So-
viet republics] through which both
recognize each other’s territorial in-
tegrity and sovereignty,” read that
statement.

The Alma-Ata Declaration for-
malized the dissolution of the Soviet
Union and said new international bor-
ders would be based on communist-
eraadministrative boundaries between
Soviet republics.

Lavrov complained that the
Prague statement made this task much
harder for the Russians. Aliyev was
ready to consider the Russian version
of the peace treaty before the summit
held in the Czech capital, he said.

Armenia and Hungary Agree to Restore
Diplomatic Ties

LODZ, POLAND — Armenia
and Hungary officially agreed on
Thursday to restore their diplomatic
relations frozen by Yerevan a decade
ago.

Both sides agreed that there
are deep historical and cultural ties,
as well as shared Christian heritage
between the Armenian and Hungar-
ian nations and highlighted the im-
portance of improving the relations
between the Republic of Armenia
and Hungary. They also underlined
the role of the Armenian commu-
nity in Hungary, as an officially
recognized national minority, which
is one of the bridges between the
two nations.

The Ministers exchanged
views about the current stage of
relations between Armenia and Hun-
gary. They agreed to restore full
diplomatic relations, expressing
their intention to open a new chap-
ter in their relations based on mu-
tual trust and respect towards in-
ternational law.

As a follow-up to the meeting,
the two Governments will appoint
non-resident Ambassadors to explore

the possibilities of the development
of their relations — especially in the
fields of trade, culture, education,
and tourism. The necessary diplo-
matic and administrative procedures
will begin in the coming days.

Armenia cut ties in 2012 after
the Hungarian government contro-
versially extradited to Azerbaijan
an Azerbaijani army officer who
hacked to death a sleeping Arme-
nian colleague in Budapestin 2004.
The officer, Ramil Safarov, whom
a Hungarian court sentenced to life
imprisonment in 2006, was par-
doned, rewarded and promoted by
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev
on his return to Azerbaijan.

The Hungarian government
claimed to have received prior as-
surances by Baku that Safarov would
serve the rest of his life sentence in
an Azerbaijani prison. Yerevan dis-
missed that explanation.

Hungarian Prime Minister
Viktor Orban had travelled to Baku
and met with Aliyev two months
before Safarov’s release. Orban has
long maintained a warm rapport with
the Azerbaijani leader.
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US Ambassador-Designate Kristina Kvien
Commits to Support a Peaceful Future
for Armenia

WASHINGTON, DC — The US
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
held a confirmation hearing on Wednes-
day for Biden Administrations nomi-
nee Kristina Kvien to serve as the next
US Ambassador to Armenia.

President Biden nominated Kvien
to the Armenian Ambassadorial posi-
tion in July of this year. If confirmed,
she will replace Ambassador Tracy,
who is being considered for U.S. Am-
bassador to Russia.

During the panel, Chairman
Menendez stated that Kristina Kvien
has been nominated to be the U.S.
Ambassador to Armenia during a chal-
lenging moment for the country.

“We’ve seen recent attacks
from Azerbaijan, videos of what
appear to be war crimes, as well
as a longstanding humanitarian
crisis brought on the war in
Nagorno-Karabakh,” stated Chair-
man Menendez. He continued that
he was “incredibly disappointed”
by the State Department’s responses
during the November 16 hearing, and
speaking directly to Kvien, said that it
is her “responsibility to make sure the

American people do not look the other
way when we uncover human rights
violations and atrocities committed
against Armenia.

“Armenia is connected to the U.S.
by the love and concern of countless
Armenian American families,” concluded
Chairman Menendez in his opening re-
marks. “This is a diasporan community
that is on the edge of hope and peace and
the terror of ethnic cleansing.”

In her opening statement, the US

Continued on page4

Armenian-Turkish Officials Meet at Closed
Border to Discuss Planned Partial Opening

YEREVAN — The Turkish gov-
ernment has confirmed that officials
from Turkey and Armenia met at the
closed border between the two states
in early November to discuss practical
modalities of its planned partial open-
ing.

Turkish and Armenian envoys
reached agreements to open the border
to citizens of third countries and to
allow mutual cargo shipments by air
during four rounds of negotiations held
in the first half of this year.

Ibrahim Kalin, Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s spokesman
and chief foreign policy adviser, said
late on Tuesday that “technical delega-
tions” of the Turkish and Armenian
governments met on both sides of the
frontier and “even dined on Armenian
territory.”

“They discussed work that will
be done during the opening of the
border, issues related to repairing a
[border] bridge, border controls and
checkpoints,” Kalin told Turkish tele-
vision. “In this regard, we can say that
there is positive dynamic in the pro-
cess.”

Ruben Rubinyan, the Armenian
envoy in normalization talks with Tur-
key, told RFE/RL’s Armenian Service
earlier that the meetings took place on
November 1. More such talks will be
held in the coming months, Rubinyan
said without giving any dates.

It remains unclear when the in-
terim border agreement reached by the
two sides will be implemented. Erdogan
and Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan discussed the matter at their
first-ever meeting held in Prague on
October 6.

Ankara has for decades made the
normalization of Turkish-Armenian
relations conditional on an Armenian-
Azerbaijani peace deal acceptable to
Azerbaijan. Turkish leaders have re-
peatedly reaffirmed this precondition
since the start of the normalization
talks with Yerevan in January this
year.

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu said on October 17 that
Armenia must also agree to open an
extraterritorial land corridor connect-
ing Azerbaijan to its Nakhichevan ex-
clave. Yerevan rejected the demand.
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ACA Toy Drive/Comedy Night
Spreads Holiday Cheer

PASADENA -- Over 150 people
gathered at the AEBU Center in Pasa-
dena for a night of comedy and to
donate toys to children in Armenia and
Artsakh at the Toy Drive /Comedy
Nightevent organized by the Armenian
Council of America.

Master of Ceremonies, Steven
Hovagimian introduced comedians
Mary Basmadjian, Michael Passion,
Michael Gregorian, Mike Black, John
DiResta, Gabe Killian and Willian
Leonard, as they delighted the audi-
ence with roaring laughter and good
cheer.

Among the dignitaries present at
the event showing their support were
State Senator Anthony Portantino,
Pasadena City Councilmember Justin
Jones and City of Glendale Mayor
Ardashes Kassakhian. The musical
portion of the evening was provided by
DJ Rex who continued the festive
mood into the late hours of the night.

“We were very happy with the
turnout of the event and the over-
whelming number of toys collected,”
said Suzy Atityan, member of the
organizing committee. “Even though
we asked that each guest bring one
unwrapped toy, some attendees
brought multiple toys which I’'m cer-
tain will brighten the smiles of many
children in Armenia and Artsakh who
are sadly experiencing the trauma of
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war,” she said.

The hundreds of toys collected,
will be shipped to Armenia in the up-
coming weeks to be distributed to
children who were displaced due to the
aggression by the Azerbaijani regime.
Donations are also being collected for
toys to be purchased directly in Arme-
nia in an effort to curb shipping costs.

Organizing Committee member
Raffi Barsamian stated that there are
plans to make the Toy Drive/Comedy
Night into an annual event. “After see-
ing so much interest from people who
genuinely want to help children in Ar-
menia and Artsakh, we felt that the
Toy Drive/Comedy Night would be a
perfect opportunity to be held on a
yearly basis, so that people can get
together, enjoy the holidays, while also
contributing to a worthy cause by
helping our sisters and brothers in the
homeland who are counting on us for
our support in their critical time of
need,” said Barsamian.

ACA would like to send a special
thanks to Half Baked Cupcakes and
Belle Ame for generously sponsoring
their services for the event, as well as
all the volunteers and attendees who
made the Toy Drive/Comedy Night a
huge success.

To contribute to the ACA Toy
Drive, please visit
ArmenianCouncil.org/ACA

Artsakh Will Not Be a part of Azerbaijan —
NKR Foreign Ministry

STEPANAKERT — The settle-
ment of relations between Armenia and
Azerbaijan, including the solution of the
border issue between the two countries,
cannot and should not be tied to the
status of the Artsakh Republic, Artsakh’s
Foreign Ministry said in a statement.

The comments come in response
to various discussions and opinions
regarding the status of the Nagorno
Karabakh Republic that have intensi-
fied again, “which is an objective pro-
cess, taking into account the key na-
ture of this issue in the Azerbaijani-
Karabakh conflict settlement process.”

“Official Stepanakert welcomes
any steps aimed at peaceful and com-
prehensive settlement of the
Azerbaijani-Karabakh conflict, as well
as settling the relations between Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan. At the same time,
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Artsakh is authorized to

state that the official stance of the
people and the authorities of Artsakh

remains unchangeable,” the Ministry
said, reiterating that “Artsakh will not
be a part of Azerbaijan.”

“The territorial integrity of the
Republic of Azerbaijan has no relation
to the Nagorno Karabakh Republic and
its status, which has been determined
by the people of our country in full and
strict compliance with the norms and
principles of international law and the
then acting Soviet legislation,” the
Foreign Ministry said.
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Yerevan’s Main New Year Tree Lights up
Republic Square

YEREVAN — Sixteen partici-
pants of “Junior Eurovision” song con-
test lit up Yerevan’s main New Year
Tree in Republic Square.

Delegates of the 20th contesting
countries walked the red carpet, an-
swered the presenters’ questions and
entered the National Gallery of Arme-
nia, where the order of the contest
numbers was determined by random
draw.

According to the draw, Luna
from the Netherlands will be perform-
ing first, Zlata Dziunka from Ukraine
will be wrapping up the show.
Armenia’s Nare will be number 15.
The other participating countries, are
Albania, Ireland, Italy, Spain, Poland,
North Macedonia, Kazakhstan, Malta,
Portugal, Serbia, United Kingdom,
Georgia, France, will perform in al-
phabetical order.

After the draw, the people gath-
ered in the square had the opportunity

to watch the New Year’s fairy-tale
musical on the festive stage built in the
Republic Square, which ended with
spectacular fireworks, then the lights
of the main Christmas tree were lit.

A concert program also took
place at the festive event, during
which the artists who won the “Jun-
ior Eurovision” in different years and
the representatives of Armenia per-
formed.

The Opening Ceremony was
hosted by Dalita, who represented
Armeniainthe2011 Junior Eurovision
Song Contest, broadcaster Hamlet
Arakelyan and Aram Mp3, who fin-
ished 4th at the 2014 Eurovision Song
Contest.

Due to Malena’s victory in “Jun-
ior Eurovision 20217, the competition
is held in Armenia in 2022.

The symbol of “Junior Eurovision
20227 is the Armenian spinning top,
and the slogan is “Spin the miracle”.

Lowest Inflation in Region
Registered in Armenia
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YEREVAN -- Inflation in  November 2021, the price of petro-

Armenia’s consumer market comprised
8.8% in November 2022 compared to
November 2021, and 1.1% compared
to October 2022, the Statistical Com-
mittee said.

In November 2022, compared to
November 2021, 11.1% inflation was
registered in food products and non-
alcoholic drinks, and compared to
October 2022 — 2.4%.

Regarding the prices of non-food
products, the inflation here comprised
7.7% in November compared to last
November. In November compared to
October, the prices of petroleum and
diesel fuel declined in Armenia by 2.5%
and 4.5% respectively. Compared to

leum declined by 3.3%, and that of the
diesel fuel increased by 23.9%.

The prices of services have in-
creased by more than 7% compared to
November 2021.

In January-November 2022, the
consumer price index comprised 8.7%.

In October 2022 compared to
October 2021, the consumer price in-
dex in the countries of the Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU) increased by
13.4%.

Among the EAEU states and the
countries of the region, the lowest
inflation was registered in Armenia (it
was 9.5% in October 2022 compared
to October 2021).
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AUA President Dr. Karin Markides
Bids Farewell to the Community

YEREVAN — After 3.5 years of
service as President of the American
University of Armenia (AUA), Dr. Karin
Markides bid farewell to the University
on December 3, 2022, having realized
the milestones she had set for her role.
The Boards of Trustees of the Ameri-
can University of Armenia Corpora-
tion and the American University of
Armenia Fund thanked her for her
dedication to the University and her
service during a highly challenging
period in Armenia. The Boards ex-
pressed their gratitude for her perse-
verance and tenacity in the face of
adversity and wished her all the best in
her future endeavors.

Under Dr. Markides’ leadership
as AUA’s fifth president, the institu-
tion has realized important changes
with respect to the strategies of the
University for the critical role it will
play in the coming decades. Under-
graduate enrollment of well-qualified
students has grown substantially, while
new academic programs were added
in Politics & Governance, Nursing,
Human Rights & Social Justice, and
Environment & Sustainability Science.
The AUA faculty has grown to meet
the University’s academic needs and
research in areas integral to Armenia’s
advancement. Dr. Markides success-
fully created a culture of collaboration
enhancing AUA’s impact.

“I am honored to have served as
your President, and I am sure that you
will take the opportunities we have
created for you to make AUA an
impactful force in the country and a
visible attraction on the international
scene,” wrote Dr. Markides in her
farewell message to the AUA commu-
nity. “As an Armenian by choice, [ will
constantly support you and become

one of your strongest ambassadors,”
she added.

Thanks to Dr. Markides’ stead-
fastservice to the University, AUA has
established new working agreements,
incentives, and practices with interna-
tional organizations, government agen-
cies and universities in Armenia, the
United States, and Europe which will
expand the University’s educational
and research interactions. These and
other accomplishments that were real-
ized under her leadership were brought
to bear despite the challenges caused
by the COVID-19 pandemic and deadly
Artsakh conflict, attesting to AUA’s
resilience in the face of severe adver-
sity.

While the Board conducts an in-
ternational search for a new president,
AUA Co-Founder and President Emeri-
tus Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian will
serve as Interim President. Dr. Der
Kiureghian is the University’s fourth
president and has played a pivotal role
in AUA’s founding, devoting thirty
years of service to the institution, with
the last five years as President. Fol-
lowing his retirement in 2019, Dr. Der
Kiureghian continued serving AUA as
a member of its Board of Trustees.

Kim Kardashian an Cher Partner

Continued frompage 1

the restoration of the Cathedral”,
Kim Kardashian said on an Instagram
story.

Cher posted a photo on
Instagram, saying: “My Armenian
roots are a huge part of who I am,

and Artsakh and [ will continue to do
so. The Armenian Apostolic Church,
the Holy Etchmiadzin Cathedral —
the oldest in the world dating back to
303 AD —and the Khor Virap Monas-
tery and Church Complex are par-
ticularly important to me”, he said.

According to Rafaelian, 100

and I am thrilled to
be a part of such a
worthwhile cause”.

Cher also said
that Etchmiadzin is
the oldest cathedral
in the word and it
needs help to be re-
stored. “We cannot
let these beautiful,
spiritual spaces dis-
appear”, she said.

Eric Esrailian, a California-
based physician, film producer
and entrepreneur, is the third part-
ner on the Rhode Island-based
company’s first charitable initia-
tive. The jewelry line, dubbed “Al-
chemy for Armenia,” consists of
“posy” wire bracelets engraved
with the first word’s of the Lord’s
Prayer “Our Father” in Armenian,
“Iwyp dbp.”

“I am honored to support sev-
eral charitable causes for Armenia

percent of the profits from the sale
of the posy wire bracelets will be
donated to the Armenian Apostolic
Church for the restoration and pres-
ervation of Etchmiadzin and the Khor
Virap Monastery and Church Com-
plex. Depending on the metal, the
bracelets range in cost from $28 to
$128 each.

The restoration works of the
Holy Etchmiadzin Cathedral have
started in 2017 and are still in pro-
cess.
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Artbox Entrepreneur Program Will Accelerate
Creative Careers and Provide Grants

YEREVAN --
Creative Armenia is
delighted to officially
launch and open the
applications  for
Artbox Entrepreneur,
a program funded by
the European Union
in Armenia and
launched in partner-
ship with AGBU Ar-
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Become a Creative
Entrepreneur

)X ENTREPRENEUR

APPLY NOW

B ACBU &

menia within the L s
framework of the KATAPULT Cre-
ative Accelerator Program.

Through an 8-week career ac-
celeration program in the Winter of
2023 —taking place digitally through
a cutting-edge online platform —
selected artists and cultural profes-
sionals across all creative fields will
be offered an unparalleled opportu-
nity to boost their careers. Working
with top-notch mentors in business
and renowned cultural leaders, they
will develop their individually tai-
lored career acceleration plan and
will receive a 2,500 grant to bring it
to life.

To learn more about the Artbox
Entrepreneur and to apply by the Janu-
ary 10, 2023 deadline, please visit the
website: www.creativearmenia.org/
artbox-entrepreneur.

“We are proud to bring a new
addition of our signature Artbox pro-
grams to talented creators,” said Cre-
ative Armenia’s Director of Pro-
grams Anush Ter-Khachatryan.
“Artbox Entrepreneur is unprec-
edented in its methodology, ap-

proach, and its mission of giving an
effective career boost that creators
seek.”

The application is open for cre-
ators from across the world execut-
ing their creative and professional
activity within the Republic of Ar-
menia and looking to maximize, mon-
etize, and market their talent. The
program is tailored towards profes-
sional individual artists across the
discipline with craftsmanship who
need support in coming up with busi-
ness strategy, branding assets, and
establishing professional partner-
ships.

Inspired by innovative models
in business and tech, Artbox is a
reinvention of the incubator and ac-
celerator models for the art world —
a dynamic entrepreneurial system
that supports individuals, projects,
and institutions across disciplines
with potential for success. Through
a set of signature cutting-edge pro-
grams, Artbox develops commercial
viability, audience growth, and in-
vestable creative products.

French National Assembly Adopts Resolution

Continued frompage 1

Azerbaijan for war crimes; and asks
the French Government to impose eco-
nomic sanctions on Azerbaijan.

Lastly, the National Assembly
demands the protection of Armenian
cultural and religious heritage in areas
under Azerbaijani control of Armenian
territory and Nagorno-Karabakh.

The Armenian Council of Eu-
rope, welcomes the adoption by the
French National Assembly of aresolu-
tion condemning the Azerbaijani and

the dictator Aliyev. It thus follows in
the footsteps of the French Senate,
which voted for an even stronger reso-
lution a few days ago. On the other
hand, the Armenian Council of Eu-
rope, regrets that recognition of the
independent Republic of Artsakh was
not mentioned in this resolution. In-
deed, only this recognition would guar-
antee the Armenian population to live
in security and peace on their ancestral
lands.

The French Senate adopted a
similar resolution on November 15.

US Ambassador-Designate Kristina Kvien

Continued from page 2

Ambassador-designate to Armenia
stated that peaceful settlement of the
Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict is essen-
tial to a more secure and prosperous
future for Armenia and for the South
Caucasus.

“The United States is working
through bilateral and multilateral chan-
nels to help the sides achieve a peace-
ful, lasting, negotiated settlement of
the conflict based on the principles of
the UN Charter and the Helsinki Final
Act. If confirmed, I will support the
Administration’s commitment to
achieving this goal,” she said.

“I grew up in Fresno, California,
home to one of the largest Armenian
Diaspora communities in the United

States. My teachers and friends of
Armenian heritage spoke of the Otto-
man-era genocide that forced many of
their families to seek new homes in
America. As President Biden said on
Armenian Remembrance Day this year,
“let us redouble our efforts toward
healing and building the better, more
peaceful world that we wish for our
children.” I confirmed, I will do every-
thing in my power to remember the
victims of the Armenian Genocide and
support a peaceful future for Arme-
nia,” the Ambassador-designate said.

“To this end I will do everything
towards normalization discussions
between Armenia and Turkey, which
have made some steps forward,” she
said.
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3 HOMENMEN ¢
iliary invites you to

-

-

Ladies A

CHRISTMAS
DINNER DANCE PARTY
CELEBRATE THE SEASON WITH DJ & SALSA DANCE

9*

HOLIDAY SPIRITS

©
e

SATURDAY, December 17™ AT 7:30PM

Location: 1060 N. ALLEN AVE., PASADENA, CA 91104

{STSL ST ST ST ST ST ST ST ST ST SICSL ST ST ST ST S 81 % -

Donation $100
For more information, please call Karine (818) 324-0574, or Lena (626) 485-6434
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