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Armenian Nuclear Power Plant
Symbolizes and Strengthens Our Sovereignty.
Prime Minister Pashinyan

BRUSSELS — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan participated in the
inaugural Nuclear Energy Summit in
Brussels. French President Emmanuel
Macron, Belgian Prime Minister
Alexandre de Croux, European Com-
mission President Ursula van der
Leyen, European Council President
Charles Michel, presidents, prime min-
isters and representatives of a number
of countries also took part in the event.

Prime Minister Pashinyan deliv-
ered a speech at the summit, in which
he specifically stated that Nuclear en-
ergy is the cornerstone of Armenia’s
strategy to ensure both the country’s
energy security and mitigate the ef-
fects of climate change.

According to him, nuclear en-
ergy plays an important role for Arme-
nia and helps in the implementation of
actions determined at the national level

by the Paris Agreement within the
framework of the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change.

“For decades, the Armenian
nuclear power plant has served as a
critical element of our energy system,
ensuring the stability of energy pro-
duction. Currently, about 30% of our
country’s electricity is generated by
the nuclear power plant,” Pashinyan
said, noting that the Armenian nuclear
power plant also symbolizes and
strengthens its sovereignty .

He emphasized that Armenia ac-
tively cooperates with the [AEA. “The
absence of any nuclear or radiation
safety incident in the entire history of
operation of our nuclear power plant
speaks to our unwavering commit-
ment to this matter,” the prime minis-

Continued on page4

Armenian Parliament Ratifies
Agreement Granting Diplomatic Immunity
to EU Monitors

YEREVAN—The Armenian par-
liament approved on Wednesday the
government’s decision to essentially
grant diplomatic immunity to mem-
bers of a monitoring mission launched
by the European Union along Armenia’s
border with Azerbaijan a year ago.

A relevant Armenia-EU agree-

mentratified by the National Assembly
not only gives the EU monitors immu-
nity from prosecution but also guaran-
tees their freedom of movement inside
the country, exempts them and their
equipment from Armenian customs

Continued on page 4

French Prime Minister Demands Withdrawal
of Azerbaijani Troops From Occupied
Armenian Territories

PARIS — French Prime Minister
Gabriel Attal has demanded Azerbaijan
to withdraw its troops from the posi-
tions they have occupied in Armenia,
Le Figaro reports.

The French Prime Minister said
this at the annual dinner of the Coordi-
nating Council of Armenian Organiza-
tions of France, noting that the President
of Azerbaijan himself admitted that
Azerbaijani forces have advanced in sev-
eral areas of the Republic of Armenia.

“Our task today is to help Arme-
nia protect its independence, democ-
racy, sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity,” Attal said.

The Prime Minister of France
also added that Russia wants to punish
Armenia for its aspiration for peace,
respect for its sovereignty, as well as
for the principles that Moscow disre-
spects in Ukraine.

Attal mentioned Armenia’s join-
ing the International Criminal Court,
stressing that Armenia has chosen the
path of democracy and the rule of law.

“Russia wants to punish Armenia
because it chose the path of the fight

ER . . w
sowmivnt - Conseil des ministres

against impunity by joining the Inter-
national Criminal Court and quite sim-
ply, because it chose democracy and
the rule of law,” French media quoted
him as saying.

The French Prime Minister em-
phasized that Moscow did not con-
demn Azerbaijan’s use of force in
Nagorno-Karabakh, where Armenians
had lived until the end of last year,
adding that the so-called Russian peace-
keeping forces allowed a humanitarian
crisis to occur there.

Three Assailants Arrested After Armed Attack
on a Police Station in Yerevan

YEREVAN -- Two men were
wounded and another arrested during
an apparent armed attack on a police
station in Yerevan launched by them
on Sunday.

According to the Armenian po-
lice, they detonated a hand grenade
while trying to break into the police
headquarters of the city’s northern
Nor Nork district. Two of them were
injured by the blast and hospitalized
while the other remained outside the
building, threatening to set off another
grenade, the police spokesman, Narek
Sargsyan, told reporters.

Sargsyan said that the man was
“neutralized” by security forces “with-
out the use of firearms” following a
two-hour standoff. An anti-terror squad
of Armenia’s National Security Ser-
vice (NSS) was seen arriving at the
scene during the standoff.

Another law-enforcement body,
the Investigative Committee, said later
in the day that it has launched a crimi-
nal inquiry into “terrorism.” Neither
the committee nor the police said
anything about the attackers’ mo-
tives.

Earlier on Sunday, the police
rounded up and detained 49 members
of a group, called Combat Brother-
hood, who were about to visit one of
the border areas in northern Tavush
province. All of them were reportedly
set free hours later.

The Yerevan daily Hraparak re-

4

ported, meanwhile, that all three at-
tackers are supporters of the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA), a pro-
Western and nationalist fringe group.
It quoted a senior NDA figure as say-
ing that two of them are veterans of the
2020 war with Azerbaijan while the
other lost a son during the six-week
hostilities.

The NDA leaders have close ties
to jailed members of an armed group
that stormed another Armenian police
station in 2016 to demand that then
President Serzh Sarkisyan step down.
The three dozen gunmen, who took
police officers and medical personnel
hostage, laid down their weapons after
a two-week standoff with security
forces which left three police officers
dead.
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Armenian Embassy Officially Opened
in Uruguay Capitol Montevideo

MONTEVIDEO — The Arme-
nian Embassy was officially opened in
Uruguay capitol Montevideo on March
22, in the presence of the Foreign
Ministers of the two countries Ararat
Mirzoyan and Omar Paganini.

The Armenian flag was raised by
Foreign Minister Mirzoyan, after which
the national anthems of Armenia and
Uruguay were played.

The event was attended by a
number of other high-ranking offi-
cials, including acting Vice-President
of Uruguay, acting President of the
General Assembly and the House of
Senators Graciela Bianchi Poli, Presi-
dent of the House of Representatives
Ana Olivera, heads of diplomatic mis-
sions accredited in Montevideo, public
and political figures.

“It is a great happiness and a
great honor for me to welcome you
today in Uruguay, in Montevideo, al-
ready officially in this small territory
of the Republic of Armenia. It is a
greater honor and happiness for me to
raise the flag of my country, the Re-
public of Armenia, and, in fact, to give
an official start to the opening of the
resident Embassy of the Republic of
Armenia in the Oriental Republic of
Uruguay,” Minister Mirzoyan said in
his opening remarks.

Minister Mirzoyan said the two
countries have managed to develop
warm, friendly, allied relations and
build a very high-level political dia-
logue since the establishment of diplo-

matic relations in 1992. At the same
time, he noted that there is a clear
understanding within the leadership
of the two countries that it is time to
deepen these relations, this partner-
ship, to build economic relations,
cultural ties, and promote people-to-
people ties on this basis. He added
that an important link — resident Em-
bassies in the two capitals — was
missing.

“And today we can proudly note
that this gap has been filled. The resi-
dent Embassy of the Oriental Republic
of Uruguay operates in Yerevan and
the flag of Uruguay flies, and the resi-
dent Embassy of the Republic of Ar-
menia operates in Montevideo and the
state flag of the Republic of Armenia
flies,” he said.

Minister Mirzoyan emphasized
that the relations between the two
countries are based on long-term his-
torical warm ties between the two
peoples. “More than a hundred years
ago, Uruguay gave shelter to Arme-
nians who fled the Armenian Genocide
for which we truly express our grati-
tude. At the same time, we see that
Armenians and their descendants have
had all the opportunities to develop and
now represent an important, loyal and
prosperous part of Uruguayan soci-
ety,” Ararat Mirzoyan said.

He conveyed greetings to the
Armenian community in Uruguay and
expressed gratitude to them for being
a bridge between the two states.

Armenia’s Foreign Trade Turnover Doubled
in January-February to $5.3 Bln.

Indicator of Economic Activity

(IEA) 113.6 %

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2024 COMPARED TO JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2023

Consumer Price Index
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YEREVAN— Armenia’s foreign
trade turnover in January and Febru-
ary 2024 amounted to over $5.3 bil-

lion, which is 2 times more than in the
first two months of 2023, the National
Statistical Committee (NSC) reported.

EU Envoy Toivo Klaar:

March 30, 2024

Threats Against Armenia in Azerbaijani
Media Channels are Unacceptable

YEREVAN — “Threats against
Armenia in Azerbaijani media chan-
nels are unacceptable,” Toivo Klaar,
the EU’s special envoy to the South
Caucasus, tweeted late on Monday.
“Genuine negotiations on border de-
limitation are needed and all territorial
disputes must be settled peacefully
and as part of an agreed process.”

Klaar did not specify those
threats or explicitly blame the
Azerbaijani government for them.
Virtually all media outlets operating
in Azerbaijan are controlled by Presi-
dent Ilham Aliyev’s regime in one
way or another.

The Azerbaijani Foreign Minis-
try rejected Klaar’s statement on
Tuesday. The ministry spokesman,
Aykhan Hajizade, said the EU diplo-
mat ignores Armenian media calls
for continuing the “occupation” of
Azerbaijani lands and deplores in-
stead “the legitimate discourse about
the return of Azerbaijani villages.”

In that regard, Hajizade re-
peated Baku’s demands for uncon-
ditional Armenian withdrawal from

four ruined and uninhabited border
villages that had been controlled by
Azerbaijan until 1991-1992. He said
they are “not the subject of a territo-
rial dispute.”

Earlier this month, Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan expressed
readiness to hand over those areas to
Baku without ensuring the liberation
of any Armenian territory occupied
by Azerbaijani forces in 1991-1992.

Armenia Presents “Crossroads of Peace”
Project in the European Parliament

STRASBOURG - On March
19, the conference on “The future
of Via Carpathia — Caucasian Road
Corridor” was held in the European
Parliament, initiated by MEP
Tomasz Poreba.

Vardan Sargsyan, the Deputy
Head of the Mission of Armenia to
the EU expressed gratitude for in-
vitation and presented in detail the
project “Crossroads of Peace” tai-
lored by the Government of Arme-
nia, as well as the vision of the
Armenian side on how to turn the
region to a zone of peace and coop-
eration, and the expectations of

engaging the international partners
into the implementation of this
project.

Video about the “Crossroads
of Peace” was showcased and in-
formation materials about the pro-
gram were distributed among the
participants.

Vardan Sargsyan touched upon
the Government’s peace agenda by
emphasizing the possible economic
advantages of the “Crossroads of
Peace”, as well as its important
contribution to establishing sus-
tainable and long-lasting peace in
the South Caucasus.

The foreign trade in February
this year alone when compared to
February last year was up 2.2 times,
and compared to January 2024 it
was up 43.9%. In Armenian drams,
the foreign trade in the first two
months of 2024 amounted to over
2.1 trillion.

Armenian exports in January-
February 2024 compared to the same
period of 2023 grew 2.6 times,
amounting to over $2.5 billion. In
February alone it was up 2.9 times

from February 2023n and also up
72.1% from January 2024. In AMD
equivalent, exports in January-Feb-
ruary amounted to over 1 trillion.

Imports during the reporting
period totaled over $2.7 billion, reg-
istering a 73.2% increase over the
same period in 2023. In February
2024 , exports were up 79.9% year-
on-year and up 22.5% month-on-
month. In dram equivalent, imports
amounted to over 1.1 trillion. ($1 —
AMD 397.76).
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AEBU Scholarship Program Open for
Applications for the 2024-2025 Academic Year

PASADENA - The Armenian
Educational Benevolent Union (AEBU)
Scholarship Fund Committee is thrilled
to announce the commencement of the
application period for the 2024-2025
AEBU Scholarship program. Begin-
ning on April 1, 2024, eligible under-
graduate students are encouraged to
submit their applications for this highly
anticipated opportunity.

Individual scholarships, valued
up to $2,000 each, will be awarded to
deserving students who meet the speci-
fied criteria. To qualify, applicants
must be of Armenian descent, enrolled
as full-time students in accredited four-
year universities in the United States,
maintain a minimum GPA of 3.5, and
demonstrate active involvement in com-
munity service, with a focus on contri-
butions to the Armenian community.

Prospective applicants can find
detailed information about the scholar-
ship, including application require-
ments, by visiting the official AEBU
Scholarship webpage at https://
aebu.org/our-programs/scholarship/.

All completed application pack-
ets must be submitted either by mail or
online no later than June 30, 2024.
Mailed applications should be addressed
tothe AEBU Scholarship Committee at
1060 N. Allen Ave., Pasadena, CA
91104, ensuring they are postmarked
by the specified deadline. For any in-
quiries or assistance, individuals may
reach out to the committee at (626)
344-7321.

AEBU is committed to fostering
educational excellence through its an-
nual scholarship program, which op-
erates via a competitive application
and review process. Winners of this

year’s scholarships will be publicly
announced online by August 1, 2024.
Furthermore, an award ceremony is
scheduled to honor the scholarship
recipients on August 25, 2024.

Established in 1969, the Arme-
nian Educational Benevolent Union has
been steadfast in its mission to en-
hance the lives of individuals through
educational support and opportunities.
AEBU firmly believes in the transfor-
mative power of education and re-
mains dedicated to empowering youth
towards a brighter future.

Tocontributeto AEBU’s impactful
programs and initiatives, please consider
making a donation through our website
at https://aebu.org/donate/.

About AEBU: The Armenian Edu-
cational Benevolent Union (AEBU), es-
tablished in 1969, is a nonprofit organi-
zation committed to providing tuition
assistance and educational opportuni-
ties to those in need. Through its schol-
arship program and various initiatives,
AEBU aims to empower individuals and
foster academic excellence within the
Armenian community. For more infor-
mation, visit https://acbu.org/.

Armenia Named the Happiest Country

YEREVAN — Armenia has sur-
passed all countries in the region in the
annual World Happiness Report, which
is prepared by a group of experts
commissioned by the UN.

Out of 143 countries surveyed
Armeniaisranked 82nd, ahead of Geor-
gia (91st), Turkey (98th), Iran (100th)
and Azerbaijan (101st).

Of former Soviet republics
Lithuania ranked 19th, Estonia — 34th,
Latvia — 46th, Uzbekistan — 47th,
Kazakhstan — 49th, Moldova — 71st,
Russia — 72nd, Kyrgyzstan — 75th,
Tajikistan — 88th and Ukraine — 105th.

Finland has been crowned the

world’s happiest country for a sev-
enth successive year. Overall, Euro-
pean countries dominated the
rankings; in particular, the Nordic
countries Finland, Denmark, Iceland,
Sweden, and Norway all retained
spots in the top 10.

The World Happiness Report is
the initiative of the UN General As-
sembly. When compiling it, re-
searchers take into account such
indicators as GDP per capita, level
of social support, life expectancy,
observance of civil liberties, job se-
curity, level of corruption and oth-
ers.
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The Shahbazian Foundation and the Decade
of Education Empowerment
in Armenian Villages

BOSTOM, MA — The
Shahbazian foundation was established
in 2014 by Professor Joseph
Shahbazian and Dr. Bella Margarian.
Professor Joseph Shahbazian is a dis-
tinguished physicist, medical engineer,
author, inventor, and philanthropist,
while Dr. Bella Margarian is a higher
education administrator, author, in-
ventor, and philanthropist. The
Shahbazian Nonprofit Foundation was
established in memory of their beloved
brother, Janson Shahbazian. This fam-
ily foundation is dedicated to support-
ing direct charitable activities in for-
gotten villages of Armenia. They have
supported hundreds of pupils and stu-
dents from the remote villages of Ar-
menia since 2014 with computers,
scholarships and stationery. The
founders were supporting the students
of schools in different regions of Ar-
menia such as Tavush, Martuni and
Ijevan, since 1990s when they were
still university students. Now students
of those school have become teachers
and employees of the same schools.

The Shahbazian Foundation’s
mission is to enhance the quality of
education and expand educational op-
portunities within Armenia and the
Armenian community by creating and
improving academic, financial, and
other resources for such purposes.
They are committed to unlocking the
potential of young Armenians, expand-
ing access to resources and services,
and investing in the well-being of young
Armenians. The Foundation focuses
on STEM programs by facilitating stu-
dent development, encouraging excel-
lence through creative learning, and
promoting community/school partner-
ships. By targeting marginalized and
underprivileged groups and individu-
als, the organization addresses sys-
temic inequalities in access to quality
education. Whether through scholar-
ships in remote areas or supplemen-
tary educational resources, they strive
to ensure that every Armenian child
and youngster has the opportunity to
learn, thrive, and pursue a meaningful,
productive life.

The Foundation plans periodic
lectures by inviting professionals and
academicians world wide for lectures
and training on timely topics around
Armenia. One of the key strengths of

this nonprofit organization is the abil-
ity to innovate and adapt to the diverse
needs of society. From implementing
technology-driven learning platforms
to promoting experiential learning op-
portunities, the organization pioneers
new educational approaches that en-
gage students and equip them with the
skills needed to succeed in the 21st
century.

According to the founders of this
foundation, education is paramount
for societal progress and individual
empowerment in today’s rapidly evolv-
ing world. Despite its importance, ac-
cess to quality education remains a
significant challenge for many, espe-
cially those living in underserved com-
munities. In bridging this gap, the
Shahbazian Nonprofit Foundation plays
a crucial role in championing educa-
tional initiatives that uplift marginalized
communities in Armenia, empower
individuals, and foster long-term socio-
educational development.

By empowering remote villages
through tailored educational initiatives,
this charity is changing lives, trans-
forming communities, and shaping the
future. Through strategic investments,
the Shahbazian Foundation breaks
down barriers and unlocks every
child’s potential, one village at a time.

The Foundation has spent about
five hundred thousand dollars for their
projects in the last ten years. Looking
ahead, the Shahbazian Foundation is
committed to continuing its efforts
towards educational reforms and reju-
venation. As the Foundation celebrates
its tenth anniversary in 2024, they
have committed to a one-million-dollar
budget for the next five years to re-
form and rejuvenate the science cur-
riculum in high schools of the
Gegharkoonik region in Armenia. This
initiative aims to enhance the quality
and relevance of science education in
the area, giving students a solid foun-
dation for future academic and profes-
sional pursuits. The Foundation’s ef-
forts will profoundly impact the lives
of'the students in the region, providing
them with the necessary tools to suc-
ceed in the modern world. The
Shahbazian Foundation is a tax-ex-
empt 501 (¢) (3) nonprofit organiza-
tion registered in The Commonwealth
of Massachusetts.
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Symposium in Memory of Richard
Hovannisian at UCLA on April 6, 2024

The Promise Ar-
menian Institute at
UCLA, Los Angeles, CA
— The Promise Arme-
nian Institute at UCLA
will hold an all-day sym-
posium dedicated to
honoring and celebrat-
ing the life and legacy
of the late UCLA Pro-
fessor Richard G.
Hovannisian.

The symposium
will feature remarks by
Professor
Hovannisian’s former
students, distinguished
colleagues and friends
and family, as well as
screenings of short videos. The day
will also include a musical perfor-
mance of Historic Armenian pieces
provided through the UCLA Armenian
Music Program.

Professor Hovannisian was a fac-
ulty member at UCLA for over 50
years and was the first holder of the
Armenian Educational Foundation Pro-
fessorial Chair in Modern Armenian
History, now named in his honor. His
monumental work includes The Re-
public of Armenia in four volumes,
several volumes on the Armenian Geno-
cide, fifteen volumes in the series His-
toric Armenian Cities and Provinces,
and documentation of over one thou-
sand interviews of genocide survivors
conducted with his students.

“His tremendous work and legacy
will continue to inspire and guide schol-
ars for many generations. It is a privi-
lege for us to honor Professor
Hovannisian’s impact and legacy in
this important symposium,” stated Ann
Karagozian, director of the PAI and
distinguished professor in the UCLA
Department of Mechanical and Aero-
space Engineering.

Hovannisian was a pillar in the
field of Armenian studies in the United
States and a mentor to generations of
scholars, students and community lead-
ers. His passing in July 0f2023 contin-
ues to be deeply felt at UCLA and

Looking Back,
Moving Forward

PRESENTED BY THE PROMISE ARMENIAN INSTITUTE AT UCLA
SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 2024 | UCLA MONG LEARNING CENTER
LEARN MORE AND RSVP AT bit.ly/RGH04-06-24

around the world, and the Promise
Armenian Institute aims to pay hom-
age to his vast accomplishments and
express a vision for the future through
this symposium.

“Remembering Professor Rich-
ard G. Hovannisian: Looking Back,
Moving Forward” will take place on
Saturday, April 6,2024, from 8:00 AM
- 6:00 PM (Pacific Time) at the UCLA
Mong Learning Center (Engineering
VI Building). Lunch and refreshments
will be provided throughout the day,
and the event also will be accessible
remotely. Those wishing to attend in
person may RSVP at bit.ly/RGHO04-
06-24.

This symposium is co-sponsored
by the UCLA Richard Hovannisian
Endowed Chair in Modern Armenian
History, UCLA Narekatsi Chair in Ar-
menian Studies, UCLA Armenian Mu-
sic Program, The Promise Institute for
Human Rights at UCLA School of
Law, UCLA Center for Near Eastern
Studies, UCLA Luskin Center for His-
tory and Policy, Fowler Museum at
UCLA, National Association for Arme-
nian Studies and Research (NAASR),
Society for Armenian Studies, UCI
Center for Armenian Studies,CSU
Fresno Armenian Studies Program,
USC Institute of Armenian Studies,
Ararat-Eskijian Museum, and the USC
Shoah Foundation.

Armenian Nuclear Power Plant

Continued frompage 1

ter said, thanking the IAEA and partner
countries for the indispensable techni-
cal support and recommendations that
played an important role in ensuring
safe and reliable operation of the Ar-
menian NPP.

Last December the government
approved the allocation of $65 million
to extend the service life of the Arme-
nian Nuclear Power Plant until 2036.

“This extension will lay a solid
foundation for the smooth transition to
a new power unit upon the end of the
ANPP’s extended operational period,
which is our ultimate objective. In this
regard, Armenia is committed to fos-
tering close collaboration with and le-
veraging the expertise of both the IAEA
and partner countries to identify the
optimal solution for replacing the cur-
rent unit. Our transparent and open
policy for the safe and peaceful use of
atomic energy will continue to guide

our efforts as we explore advanced
nuclear technologies to further en-
hance safety, efficiency, and environ-
mental credentials in our nuclear en-
ergy sector,” Pashinyan said.

“Today we renew our collective
commitment to unleashing the full po-
tential of nuclear power and fostering
conducive conditions for its develop-
ment. Regrettably, ongoing conflicts
worldwide, including recent ones in
our regions, not only jeopardize the
safety and security of nuclear facilities
but also hinder the advancement of
peaceful nuclear initiatives.

“Armenia calls upon all interna-
tional partners to seize the historic
opportunity of the current Summit and
with joint efforts advance the commit-
ments and goals set out in the Summit
Declaration to pave the way towards a
cleaner, safer, and more sustainable
future for the generations to come.”
The Armenian Prime Minister con-
cluded.
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Armenian American Museum Horizon Gala
to Honor Amerikatsi’s Michael A. Goorjian

ARMENIAN
AMERICAN
MUSEUM

HORIZON
Qv %Jﬁﬁﬁ-

SATURDAY, MAY 11, 2024

INTERCONTINENTAL
LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN

GLENDALE - The Armenian
American Museum and Cultural Cen-
ter of California has announced that
Amerikatsi director, writer, and actor
Michael A. Goorjian will be honored at
the Horizon Gala at the InterContinental
Los Angeles Downtown on Saturday,
May 11, 2024.

“Michael A. Goorjian has beauti-
fully captured the spirit of the Arme-
nian people and homeland in Amerikatsi
and helped the community reach new
heights through his contributions in
film and television,” stated Executive
Chairman Berdj Karapetian. “We look
forward to honoring Michael A.
Goorjian with the Horizon Award at
the Armenian American Museum Gala.”

Michael A. Goorjianis anaccom-
plished Armenian American director,
writer, and actor. Born in the San
Francisco Bay Area, Goorjian began
his acting career at the early age of 14.
He has starred in many films and tele-
vision series with notable roles in Leav-
ing Las Vegas, SLC Punk, Party of
Five, Illusion, and more. He won an
Emmy Award for Outstanding Sup-
porting Actor in a Miniseries or Special
for the TV movie David’s Mother.

Most recently, Goorjian earned
widespread acclaim as the director,
writer, and lead actor of Amerikatsi. A

MICHAEL A. GOORJIAN
Amerikatsi Director, Writer & Actor

HORIZOMN AWARD RECIFIENT l

film of tremendous spirit and hope,
Amerikatsi follows Charlie as he re-
turns to his Armenian homeland and
finds a country under Soviet rule. Af-
ter being unjustly imprisoned, he soon
discovers he can see into a nearby
apartment from his cell window. As
his life becomes entwined with the
prison guard who lives there, Charlie
begins to see that the spirit of his
homeland is alive and well. In a historic
first for Armenia, Amerikatsi was rec-
ognized on the Oscars shortlist for
Best International Film as the country’s
official selection to the Academy
Awards.

The signature event of the year
will be celebrating an exciting mile-
stone as the highly anticipated cultural
and educational center currently under
construction is elevated to the horizon
and the community reaches new
heights.

Horizon Gala sponsorship, pro-
gram book ads, and ticket reservations
are due by April 30, 2024.

For more information on spon-
sorship opportunities and reservations,
contact Major Gifts Director Mary
Khayat at (818) 644-2073.

Learn more about the Armenian
American Museum Horizon Gala at
ArmenianAmericanMuseum.org/Gala.

Armenian Parliament Ratifies

Continued frompage 1

checks and bans law-enforcement au-
thorities from searching their offices
and vehicles. In addition, it commits
Yerevan to guaranteeing their personal
security and ensuring, if necessary,
their free evacuation from the country.

“Armenia attaches great impor-
tance to this and all other initiatives
aimed at deepening our security coop-
eration with the European Union,”
Deputy Foreign Minister Mnatsakan
Safaryan said on Tuesday as he pre-
sented the agreement to lawmakers for
ratification.

The EU mission was launched in
February 2023 at the request of the
Armenian government and with the stated
aim of preventing or reducing ceasefire
violations along the Armenian-Azerbaijani
border. The EU decided late last year to
increase the number of its members

from 138 to 209.

It is tasked with observing and
reporting on the situation on the ground;
contributing to human security in con-
flict-affected areas and based on the
above, contributing to build confidence
between populations of both Armenia
and Azerbaijan and, where possible,
their authorities.

The Armenian government has
repeatedly defended the mission, say-
ing that it has succeeded in easing
tensions along the long and volatile
border. Hayk Konjoryan, the parlia-
mentary leader of ruling Civil Contract
party, expressed the government’s
“unequivocal satisfaction” with the
mission during Tuesday’s debate on
the ratification of the agreement.

The document was backed by 57
parliament deputies representing Civil
Contract. Twenty-seven opposition
deputies abstained from the vote.

www.massispost.com
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The Western Diocese of the Armenian. Church of North America

Under the auspices of
His Eminence
Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate

“Zvartnots” Cultural Committee
Invites you to

Title:
What Follows Recognition?

Possibilities of an Armenian Restitution

Presented by:
Dr. Taner Akcam

J »
Date/Time: "8y b
Wednesday, April 10, 2024
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Location: Ve,
Western Diocese of the Armenian Church
3325 N. Glenoaks Blvd., Burbank, CA 91504

Free Admission
Coffee & Refreshments
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ARMENIAN AINTABTZY CULTURAL ASSOCIATION

Presents

THE 104-TH ANNIVERSARY
COMMEMORATION OF AINTAB HEROIC RESISTANCE

Keynote speaker
DR. SILVA S. KARAYAN

Professor Emeritus Graduate School of Education Founding Director,
Center of Academic Service-Learning California Lutheran University

Master of Ceremony
TAKOUHI ARZOUMANIAN

Sunday, April 14, 2024, at 4 p.m.
C. & E. Merdinian School, "Aram & Anahis Boolghoorjian" Hall

C 13330 Riverside Dr. Sherman Oaks, CA 91423
ARTISTIC PRESENTATION D

RECEPTION WILL FOLLOW - ALL ARE INVITED
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