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" authentic cuisine
tull hookah bar
VIP membership
tull cocktail bar
live belly dancing

live music and D]

89
ATLANTIS
626.449.4599

162 N. SIERRA MADRE BLVD.
PASADENA, CA 91107
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DON'T MISS your chance to
introduce your businesses or
products to thousands of Armenians

and non-Armenians in a single day!

RESERVE your BOOTH
today for the most anticipat-
ed event of the year!
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THE ARMENIAN

INDEPENDENCE DAY

on Sunday, September 23, 2007
at the Verdugo Park in Glendale
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Uibinnbyh Verdugo Park-hlu ke

THE BOOTH SIZE 15 10 LONG AT $300

To reserve vour booth, just bll in this form and mail with your payvment o:

MSCA, ATDF Committee, 440 W, Colorado Blvd., Suite

L
L

201, Glendale, CA 91204

BUSIMESS NAME:

AnDDRESS:

PraoMe Mo

ENAIL ADDRESS:

For Inquiries or Faster Setvice, call:
(818) 391-7938 or (818) 395-7967
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Proud Past,
Exciting Future.

AGBU SOCIETY DINNER - OCTOBER 13, 2007
HUNTINGTON RITZ CARLTON HOTEL - PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS

-

THE QUALITY AND SAFE CHOICE...

1007-2008 SCHOOL YEAR

NEW STUDENT
ENROLLMENT
GRADES 9-12

Experienced & Caring Faculty
College Preparatory Academic Programs

AGBU HIGH SCHOOL - PASADENA
2495 E. MOUNTAIN STREET, PASADENA, CA 91104

(CORMER OF ALTADEMA DRIVE AMD MOUMTAIN STREET)

For more information, compus tour
and a meeting with the administrotion
contact the school office at 626-794-03463

N

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF

e
TIHE AGRL SOUTTIERMN CALIFORMIA
LS TEICT COMMITTEE PEESENTS

A TRIBUTE TO

DR, ZAVEN
MESSERLIAN

In Recognition te His Serveces to the AGRU,
the Armenian Community and Chureh,
as a Dedicared Volunteer, Teacher, Histortan o Author,
as well as His 40ch Anniversary as

Principal of the Armenian Evangelical College, Beivut
REMARKS - ARTISTIC PROGRAM - RECEPTION

FRIDAY, AUGUST 17, 2007, 8rM
AGBU ALEX MANOOGIAN CENTER
2495 E. MOUNTAIN ST., PASADEMA, CA 91104 (626) 794-7042

THE PUBLIC 18 INVITED

L L L L L L L L

AGEL Pasadena Chapler

SUMMER
BASKETBAL CLINIC

sLearn the game of haskechall
= [mprove pour [ecfurigoe
ke (el & fane fum

TWO SESSIONS:
Session One: July 23 - July 27
Leszion Twon July 30 - Aug 3
Moak - 130iea  B-10 i old Boys & Girls

Zi0F - XAl 101012 yr old Bays & Girls
Al - &:Olies 15-14 yr old Boys & Girls

ONLY 100 PER SESSION
Basketball T Shirt Included

AGRU Pasadena Center
A459E B, Mowmtain S0, Pasadena, O w104

SIGN TP NOW
Mon-Thurs &-8 gt the AGRU Cender

Fio misee informatien
caniack Mr, Hr h earkerian B 620-T00- 20

YOGA CLASSES CONTINUING

Fiod senvolion ov informeation, ool AJG 510, offce (636 7B4-T3d2

(R N RN FE R E NN ENEENENENDNENEENRSENENNENNENRENNMNMNE.!
(R E N R R EE R RN EENEENENENSEENSEENREEENEERENENNMNHE.]
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AGBLU Pasadena Ch apter

Cultural Commitiee

art Classes

Bring out the inner artist in your child,
Raffi "Ba" I‘;I:l:..'i!li‘li:h.ll'l. Instructor

Agesd and Up
LESSUMNS OFFEEELY
EVERY FRITXAY MNICHT
aession Chnes 600 = F:00pm
Sesaion Two: 7:00 - B:00pm

The Art Boom - ACELU Pasadena Center
2495 E. Mountain Steeet, Pasadena, CA 2110

T mire rafoer o, pieeag o (626 FO4-7047

. AGBU / AYA SCOUTS
| ln:llal [ Pﬂwdt':l Cpu:r

-'""1" -
L "_ -

3 Bt . il E
i 'Z..._q'l P A ._."

= 5 ] , ——
=

SCOUTS SUMMER CAMP 2007
Lake Isabella f Kern l:nunl}f
August 4 — 12, 2007

Cabs, Wehelos, Juniors & Frownies Ages 7= 11
Baoy Scowts & Girl Scouts Ages 12 — 17

Join ws now and attend
SUIIEY camp wwith the !rnap!

"H'.I."l'lll.- :'l"fr’- !'I-LI.“!.I“JH.:I" ..;:ﬂl:l —_— ;:m Il'lrl

"I-I::I=-. | I:..' '\.||1:'||:| ': .I' mrer
249% E, Mouwncain 51, Tamdena, CA 91104

Far mare inlarmaticn, |'\-|:-.|-.|.' call {G2G) Tog-T<q2

An Unprecendented Art Show in Southern California!

NINE CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS FROM ARMENIA
September 28-30, 2007 - Bovajian Hall, AGBU Center, Pasadena
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Armenian Public Radio Refuses To Re-Sign Bako Sahakian Elected President of
Contract For RFE/RL Programs Nagorno-Karabakh
Statement by Radio Free Europe/Armenian Public Radio,” added STEPANAKERT/YEREVAN --

Radio Liberty Glassman, “and certainly want it to con- The candidate backed by the leader-
(Washington, DC—July 24, 2007) tinue. We look forward to signing the ship and main political parties of
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/ contract, and making all payments stipu-Nagorno-Karabakh scored a resound-
RL) and its oversight agency, the U.S.lated in the contract, as soon as ouring victory in last Thursday’s presi-
Broadcasting Board of Governors (BBG), partners in Armenia tell us they are dential election. According to the pre-
expressed dismay at Armenian Publicready.” liminary vote results released by the
Radio’s rejection of a new contract to The Armenian parliamenton July 3 Central Election Commission (NSS),
continue carrying programs of RFE/ did not adopt amendments to theBako Sahakian, the former head of
RL’s Armenian Service. country’s media regulations that would Karabakh's National Security Service,
RFE/RL Armenian programs have have banned RFE/RL and other foreignwon 85 percent of the vote. They
been aired on Armenian Public Radio — broadcasters from public airwaves. Oneshowed his main challenger, Masis
Armenia’s top radio network — since week later, Armenian Public Radio indi- Mayilian, coming in a distant second
1998, where they have earned the trustated that it planned to stop RFE/RL with only 12 percent.
of a significant number of listeners. broadcasts on August 9, citing contrac- The CEC put the voter turnout at
Survey data shows that 15 percent oftual and payment issues. Last week’sjust over 77 percent.
Armenian adults listen to RFE/RL pro- visit to Armenia by RFE/RL and BBG Mayilian quickly conceded de-
grams each week. contracting officials was intended to feat, saying that he will congratulate |
Three days of discussions in resolve these issues. \"The potential endSahakian after the publication of the = , , :
Yerevan, Armenia last week betweenof our very fruitful relationship with final vote results. “I consider Bako BaKO Sahakian casting hisvote
U.S. and Armenian broadcast officials Public Radio has no economic or otherSahakian a legitimately elected presi-he said.
ended without agreement on a new con-egitimate justification,” said RFE/RL dent and respect the choice of our The nearly one hundred observers
tract to replace one that had lapsed inPresident Jeffrey Gedmin. “Armenians people,” he told a news conference infrom Armenia, Russia, Europe and the
February. go to the polls in eight months to choose Stepanakert. United States, most of them monitoring
"Our delegation was asked to go to their next President, and therefore it is Mayilian, who was the republic’s the vote in their private capacity, also
Yerevan to iron out some minor techni- particularly important that RFE/RL’s deputy foreign minister until recently, described it as largely democratic in
cal issues and conclude a contract tobroadcasts, which are widely respecteddescribed the election as a further booskeparate statements on Friday.
extend this successful partnership,” saidfor their accuracy, objectivity and time- to Karabakh’s “democraticimage.” “Our Leading international organiza-
BBG Chairman James K. Glassman. “All liness, reach the largest possible auditeam has done everything in its power totions and Western governments have
these issues were resolved. Our delegaence. Our coverage of the May 12 par-give our citizens a real choice and to hold

tion was told there are no deadlines, andiamentary elections was singled out for the elections within the bounds of law,” Continued on page 4
no threat was made to take RFE/RL praise by OSCE observers for its bal-

programs off Public Radio. Yet the con- ance and thoroughness.” PM Erdogan's AK Party Wwins Parliamentary

tract remains unsigned, and our offers to RFE/RL’s Armenian Service has ) :

make payment were refused. It seemsbeen on the air since 1953 and pro- Electionsin Turkey

clear that whatever is holding up an duces more than three and one half ANKARA -- The ruling Justice
agreement has nothing to do with legal,hours of Armenian-language program- 5,4 Development Party (AK Party) of
contractual, or technical issues.” ming daily in Prague and its Yerevan prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan

"We value our relationship with Bureau. won a landslide victory in Turkey’s

general elections, leaving its national-

Turkish Prime Minister Bans Calling the Armenian ist rivals far behind as it secured an

: " " unparalleled 46,9 percent of the na-
Genocide A"eged tional vote, comfortably ensuring that

Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan has prohibited to use tkewill again form a single-party gov-
expression “the so-called Armenian Genocide” in the country. ernment. -
According to Ulusal Kanal, the Turkish government, on July 3, sent a  The center-left but nationalist Re- = -
circular letter to all Turkish ministries, structures attached to them, governomiblican People’s Party (CHP), the clos- .
offices, municipalities, the Higher Education Council, judicial bodies, and thest rival of Erdogan’s AK Party, won e |
General Headquarters of Armed Forces, according to which, it is prohibited20,7 percent of the vote, finishing the ;
use the expression “the so-called Armenian Genocide” in the country. Insteadasfe close to the far-right Nationalist -
this expression, it is required to use the expressions “the events of 1915” or ‘dhevement Party (MHP). The MHP se- .
Armenian allegations connected with the events of 1915.” cured a return ticket to Parliament, fol-
) ) lowing a five-year break, with 14,3 per- :
Congressman Sarbanes Joins Armenian Caucus  cent. The results reflected 98 percent ofak party leader
the votes having been already counted.ppj Recep Tayyip Erdogan
WASHINGTON, DC -- Congressman John P. Sarbanes (D-MD) has “Our democracy successfully
officially joined the Congressional Caucus on Armenian Issues this weglassed a significant test in a mannerpledged to maintain secular democracy
bringing the total Caucus membership to 155. that would constitute a model to the and work for national unity. “We are not
“l am honored to be a part of the Armenian Caucus,” said Sarbanes whevisrld and proved its maturity. Our going to reconsider attitude to human
also a cosponsor of the Armenian Genocide Resolution. “With H. Res. 106 gaindegnocracy emerged stronger. Thevaluesandfundamental principles of our
momentum, | look forward to working with my Caucus colleagues to continweinner of the elections is democracy, republic. We promise to secure Turkey
raising awareness of this critical human rights issue as well as other isssesurity and stability,” Erdogan told as a united country with no signs of
affecting the Armenian-American community.” supporters packing a street outside hidiscrimination,” Erdogan said.
Sarbanes, who is currently serving his first term in office, is a member pérty headquarters, Zaman reports. Vote in Turkey is compulsory.
the Committee on Education and Labor, the Committee on Natural Resources and In response to accusations of op-According to the CEC, 80% of those 42
the Committee on Oversight and Reform. He joins Maryland RepresentatiyEments, who say Erdogan wants to turnmillion eligible to vote, took part in the
Steny Hoyer (D-5), Christopher Van Hollen (D-8) and Albert Wynn (D-4), iMurkey into an Islamic state, the PM parliamentary elections.
championing Armenian-American interests on the Caucus. Sarbanes represpm -
Maryland’s Third Congressional District, which includes portions of Ann Annual Vacation
Arundel County, Baltimore City, Baltimore County and Howard County. Massis Weekly will not be published the first two weeks of
A Maryland native, the Congressman is an alumnus of the Woodrow Wilsfin August for annual vacation. Our next issue will be dated
School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton University as well a August 18, 2007
graduate of Harvard Law School.
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Armenian Diamond Industry In Further Decline Taxi Drivers Protest Stricter Licensing Rules

Armenia’s diamond-processing “Workers complain less than their Several dozen taxi drivers parked
industry, once a driving force of eco- employers who have cut their wages,”their cars outside the main government
nomic growth, recorded a further steepMkrtchiantold a news conference. “Prac- building in Yerevan Wednesday in pro-
decline in the first half of this year, a tically speaking, [the employers] have test against new government regulations
senior government official said on Mon- not been incurring huge losses.” that could lose them and many of their
day. The official reiterated his view that colleagues their jobs.

According to official data made continuing weak global demand for re- The protesters honked on the horns
public by Gagik Mkrtchian, head of the fined diamonds, 60 percent of them soldas they drove from the southern Erebuni
jewelry department at the Ministry of in the United States, is another majorsuburb to the city’s central Republic [
Trade and Economic Development, lo- reason for the crisis. He said the Arme-Square in a convoy of some 60 cars,@
cal plants produced 25 billion drams nian government has drawn up an antitheir headlights full on. Taxis blocking central Republic Square
($74 million) worth of gem diamonds, crisis program aimed at helping the in- The taxi business has had a huge
down by 48 percent from the same dustry avoid complete collapse. expansion in Armenia in the past few The protesting cab drivers, most
period last year. “We are primarily talking about years, creating thousands of new jobsof them self-employed, made similar

Armenia’s total diamond output financial, insurance, transport and otherand catering for a growing clientele. The claims as they stood outside the govern-
similarly dropped by over 17 percent to infrastructures and speeding up our inte-government moved to regulate the thriv- ment building, demanding a meeting with
93 billion drams in 2006, continuing a gration into international processes,” ing industry last March with a decision Prime Minister Serzh Sarkisian. Butonly
serious downturn in the sector that be-Mkrtchian said. He singled out the needthat set for stringent licensing require- Arshak Petrosian, head of a Transport
gan in 2004. As a result, refined dia- for local manufactures to boost their ments for tax firms and independent cabMinistry division regulating public trans-
monds ceased to be the country’s singleefficiency and productivity. drivers. portation, was on hand to hear their
largest export item and now account for The sector’s decline has only In particular, they will now haveto complaints.
just 1 percent of its gross industrial been compounded by the fact that ainstall electronic fee meters and pay an “By gathering here you are inter-
production. 2001 intergovernmental agreementannual state duty of 200,000 dramsfering with the government’s day-to-

Citing the sharp appreciation of the that entitled Armenia to importing ($590) per vehicle. The new rules, ef- day work,” Petrosian told the protesters
Armenian dram, which began in late large quantities of Russian rough fective from August 1, also ban use of before agreeing to meet five of them in
2003, foreign investors dominating the diamonds has essentially remainedcars older than 10 years. Governmenthis office in the nearby ministry building.
export-oriented sector have laid off a on paper. Imports of those diamondsofficials say this will complicate tax The protest organizers were dis-
considerable part of their workforce. began falling sharply in 2004 and evasion and improve passenger safety.satisfied with what they were told, say-
Shoghakn, the country’s biggest dia- ceased altogether in 2006. But critics say the measure will ing that the official made it clear that the
mond-cutting company owned by an Mkrtchian confirmed reports that force most small taxi firms and self- government will not reconsider the new
Israeli billionaire, alone slashed about athe Russian diamond mining giant Alrosaemployed drivers dominating the sectorrules. “Mr. Petrosian only said, ‘Guys,
thousand jobs before suspending itsis considering setting up a joint venture and ensuring tight competition there outdon’t worry, we won't let any of you
manufacturing operations last month. with another major Armenian company, of business. They claim that it will only starve to death, | too was born to a poor
The company located in a small town 15DCA. The latter is believed to be con- benefit large carriers that are owned byfamily, and will help you find jobs in taxi
kilometers north of Yerevan is now trolled by Ara Abrahamian, a Russian wealthy business and can afford buyingcompanies,” one of them told RFE/RL.
facing an uncertain future. diamond tycoon of Armenian descent.new cars. Some senior government of- He and other organizers pledged to

While admitting the stronger dram’s His brother Gagik, who runs DCA, told ficials are thought to partly or fully hold more such protests in the coming
negative impact on the dollar-based in-RFE/RL last week that the two parties control such firms. days.

dustry, Mkrtchian said company own- are close to cutting a deal. . .
ers exaggerate their losses. He argued  According to Mkrtchian, Alrosa is Armenia Condemns Azeri Efforts to Take Karabakh

that their workers’ wages are paid in also discussing with the Yerevan gov- Issue to UN General Assembly

U.S. dollar equivalents, meaning that theernment the possibility of resuming sup-

latter now earn considerably less thanplies of Russian raw diamonds to other Armenia has condemned sor on foreign policy, as saying on
they did a few years ago. Armenian firms. Azerbaijan’s efforts to take the Monday that his country will appoint a

Nagorno-Karabakh case to the UN delegation to the 62nd UN General
Armenia, Iran Pledge ToWiden Commercial Ties General Assembly’s session, sayingAssembly only after the issue of the
through a foreign ministry spokesman Nagorno-Karabakh conflict resolution
Armenia and Iran pledged to give a “I am convinced that we still start that every effort to disrupt the work of is placed on its agenda.
new boost to the development of bilat- concrete work on the Arax plant next the OSCE Minsk Group, the sole inter- Viktor Karapetian recalled that
eral commercial ties following a regular year,” he told a news conference. national body mandated to help thethe previous 61-st session of the UN
meeting in Yerevan on Friday of their “Iran’s economic cooperationwith sides find a solution to their dispute, General Assembly had two Nagorno-
intergovernmental commission on eco- Armenia is very broad-based,” Mottaki will affect the entire process of seek- Karabakh related items, one submitted
nomic cooperation. said, for his part. He welcomed arise ining a peaceful settlement of the con-by Azerbaijan and the other by GUAM
Iranian Foreign Minister bilateral trade, saying that its volume flict. (Georgia, Ukraine, Azerbaijan and
Manouchehr Mottaki and Armenian En- could more than double to $500 million Vladimir Karapetian, a spokes- Moldova), butnone had been discussed.
ergy Minister Armen Movsisian, thetwo this year. man of the foreign ministry, retaliated He said under the UN procedure these
co-chairmen of the commission, signed It was also announced that Iran’s to media reports quoting Novruz items are incorporated into General
amemorandum on the start of feasibility President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad will Mamedov, an Azeri presidential advi- Assembly’s next session.
studies on the ambitious ideas of building pay an official visit to Armenia before the
an Armenian-Iranian railway and oil re- end of this year. Mottaki brushed aside the warn- Meeting with Mottaki earlier in the
finery. Armenia’s growing ties with Iran ing. “Armenian-Iranian relations are not day, Foreign Minister Vartan Oskanian
Movsisian said work on a third prompted concernfromthe United Statesdirected against any third country,” he was reported to have asked his Iranian
high-voltage line linking the power grids last month, with a senior American dip- said. “They stem from the interests of counterpart to brief him on the ongoing
of the two neighboring states will get lomatwarning thatthey mightrun counter the two countries. No third country international negotiations on the issue.
underway “in one or two months.” He to international sanctions imposed onmustallow itselfto meddle inthe friendly According tothe Armenian Foreign Min-
said Yerevan and Tehran are also pressTehran over its controversial nuclear Armenian-Iranian relations.” istry, Mottaki assured Oskanian that the
ing ahead with the construction of a program. “We have expressed our con- Asked to comment on the Iranian Islamic Republicis committed to finding
major hydro-electric plant on the river cerns to the government of Armenia onnuclear program, Movsisian said: “We anegotiated solution to the dispute “within
Arax that marks the Armenian-lranian all levels,” said the then U.S. charge respect the Iranian people’s right to usethe framework of the International Atomic
border. d’affairesin Yerevan, Anthony Godfrey. nuclear energy for peaceful purposes,”Energy Agency.”
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Elitomaniathe Art of Building

By James Hakobyan me cheat them, but even if they allow, |
Lragir.am simply cannot cheat anyone. The city
needs roads. No significant efforts are
What is underway in Yerevan has made yetto relieve traffic in the center of
an official definition — urban planning. the city through other ways. And what "~
However, after a deeper look it becomesare these ways? It could be multi-level .'f
clear that the ongoing building has noth-parking, improvement of operation of
ing to do with urban planning, at least for traffic lights, removal of minibus routes
the simple reason that the building for from the city center. These are some of
which the center of Yerevan is in a messthe efforts that could be made if there
now is absolutely incompliant with the was wish to make traffic in the center at
demands of Yerevan at present. It isleast a little bearable and predictable.
enough to make inventories, like the Afterall, the authorities should acknowl- [ T W X
president of Armenia Robert Kocharyan edge that it is also a political issue be- |8 .'5 .-"'II v
likes to put it, to make sure that it is cause one day the drivers stuck in o L I i
incompliant, to make an inventory of the traffic jam at some intersection will B e
problems of Yerevan and what now is become the critical mass who will be full 1[} i II"' f 1
being built in Yerevan. Let’s start with of deep indifference towards political FI2 & L — e _é—_ = A e
the problems. They are many, of course stability in the country and will do what . —
but the most important ones could befailed in more dangerous periods for themeans it is becoming heavier. Besidesis impossible to cram the center and
enumerated: passable roads, apartmentgovernment. apartments business centers and placesake it comfortable at the same time.
not elite ones but for a major class of the Yerevan needs new apartmentsof entertainment are being built, which The center is not made of rubber, it is not
society, because even the official databecause the old ones are worn and areneans that the center is loaded with notelastic. It is impossible to add concrete
show that about 80 percent of availablealready dangerous for residents, as weonly residents but also people who comeand cut trees at the same time and claim
housing is worn. Hence, roads, apart-Witnessed a few days ago. What doego the center to work or to have fun. that this is for the sake of the comfort of
ments, as well as green area and relievethe government offer in return? The Besides, most building is done at thethe citizens. The government had better
center because it is evident that for somegovernment does not encourage a sociagxpense of green areas, and the vividconfess that urban planning in Yerevan
capacity of the center it is necessary tohousing policy but the so-called evidence to it is the recent incident atis the only way to keep the economy of
finally spoil the center because what hadelitomania. Elite buildings are erected Pushkin Street. the country alive. In other words, a
been foreseen by the architect Tamanyar@verywhere which only the oligarchs There is no need to tell to what problem of employment is solved, that's
does not suppose such heavy traffic awho build and the government officials degree the so-called urban planning pro-all. Of course, employment is not bad, it
the center. who sign their license can afford to buy. grams address the problems of the city.is even necessary. But when it is not for
Now it is time to make an inven- And these buildings directly affect the Perhaps it is clear to every citizen thatthe future but at the expense of the
tory of “urban planning” efforts. Whatis two major problems of the city: green what is being built, including the sub- future, it already causes concern, espe-
being built in Yerevan? It is obvious to area and heavy traffic. The major part ofways, will not make life in Yerevan ciallythatitisimpossible to build Yerevan
everyone, and perhaps nobody would letouilding is at the center of the city which easier and more comfortable because iendlessly.
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; ; They should be based on declaring thatmust become fighting for the fair and
Point of View . it is the law that must rule and not the just judicial system which must be inde-
A D|fferent |deo|0gy people. The power must be distributed pendent from any combination of politi-

among the groups of society [not the cal and economic power, single indi-

By Shavarsh Khachatryan than a nation. The degrading and demorfamilies but the interest groups] and vidual or clans or families. Thus, we

alizing effects of such a philosophy are expressed via fair balance of power andmust forsake the historical belief that

It is the assumption here that the counterproductive for what a nation notindividual and personalized monopoly justice is in the power of family. Justice
Armenian society is engulfed in the domi- should be. In a summary it is possible toof power. The power must be distrib- is the principle expressed through a state
nation of values of personalized power say in our definition of a nation “We are uted so that the minority and the smallestpower but by means of an independent
over the rule of law and the domination individuals who understand that we are part of any majority an individual must judicial system and notthe parody of it as
and exercise of solely personal interestsseparated by personal interests and havee protected in any sphere of his/herit is now in Armenia.
over such interests that are protectedstopped at some pointin history toinventsocial, economic and political life. The Itis a correct observation made by
and exercised together with others. Thisout things that will unite us legally and national union shall be expressed in theA. Smith that the legal bond makes us a
assumption is based on the modern relamorally like many nations didToadvo- ~ common interest of the protection of an greater family and such a family is the
tions of the ruling parties and clans andcate a contrary point of view it is the individual as the protection of the indi- natiorf. Thus, we do need to make a
the atmosphere of public distrust both western philosophies that are appealedvidual that makes the nation common for reform of values and reform of a legal
within itself and against the ruling pow- to here. all. The contrary thought is the destruc- system to ‘invent a nation’ not just a
ers of the country. As a way-out the It was a Protestant church that attive one. family. It is probably long time that we
essay suggests a brief reflection on thesome pointin the past suggested looking ~ This above said does not meanpossess family but possess no nation.
ideas of republicanism, liberalism and towards reason instead towards revelathere should be no competition of inter- We do need to invent a nationalism of our
humanism. It is a hope of expectationtion. R. Descartes demanded to contesgsts. On the contrary, any economic andown. Thus, the reform that is needed to
thatdeliberating onthese ideas even onlyand overthrow authority that has only political competitionis welcome whenit be carried out is the one that goes just
virtually some change is brought for- historical justifications. It is a complete is aimed at the common good of every-contrary to this statement “Any reform
ward over a passage of time. Such afallacy that praises family and not indi- one. It is possible to say wherever anmust match the traditional system of
change may become an alternative to thevidual “The basis of the Armenian soci- individual works for personal advance values of the society and be directed to
domination of the current religious, so- ety is a traditional family. Formation of but who does it via creating conditions the modernization of that system”. It is
cial, political and cultural demoralization strong and healthy families, retention (economic, political, social and so on) the traditional system that prevented all
of the individuals in our society. and development of national values in aand establishing goals healthy to theof us from noticing an individual and a

It is the assertion here individuals family must be among the matters of common good itis a part of the values ofcitizen. While failing to notice an indi-
in Armenia live by customs of family ties high importance for the State”. Our the national interest. All of this can be vidual we failed and will fail to see the
and they live by little if any national ties moral stagnation and national estrange+eached provided that both the individual nation. We do need a reform and the
of their own. An individual in Armenia ment of the individuals flows from the and groups of society believe in com- reform must be total starting from fam-
knows that in his/her activities intended historical sources of exalting of our mon or ‘universal’ legality of rules for ily values to especially our legal system
to reach a goal it is hopeless or absurdlyblood ties of family and kinship only. As everyone without exceptions. This is andindividual thinking. This is not how-
useless to rest on the canon of law. Thea result we have not been able so far taossible only if the there exist a healthy ever, the only a small conclusion of this
law exists where there exist ties andlearnto trustand believe in anindividual. system of norms and trust in the judicial essay and a small summary of thought.
connections preferably kinship ties and We have not been able to learn to trust inSystem. So creating a nation at this stagéther thoughts will follow.
kinship connections. It is often assumedan individual who is next to us but who
to be good to bypass the law if anis not tied to us family connections but

individual can exercise his capacity andonly language and self-consciousnesse Qlil] 6ulﬁn|_gn|_liﬁhlln ‘lummhhg I:.E

connections where he/she can. In aof being an Armenian. What is said here
philosophy like this no nation and no is that in the era of nationalism we ((Umuhu)) Culpulpulplippl]ﬁ
society can live. The rigidity of the completely missed our chance to build af
modern structures and institutions of nation. Nations are created yet they are

state that are in total control of the created through general rules and rights T: (626) 797-7680 F: (626) 797-6863

monopoly interests of very few it is for all. .. c c
indeed an imagined community rather What is the essence of such rules? Email:massis2@earthlink.net
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Djanbazian “Armenia Summer 2007” Tour Bako Sahakian Elected President of Karabakh
trary to modern political values,” the
If the first Tour of Djanbazian members will be exploring the beauty of statement said. “Further, rejection can-

Dance Company to Armenia was called Yerevan by visiting its historical monu- joined Azerbaijan in denouncing the not be understood given the fact that in
“Return to Cultural Roots”, what should ments, museums in addition to meetingelection, saying that it can not be other areas of the world, in places
we call the second journey? Reunifica- with local Artists for cultural exchanges deemed legitimate in the absence of thewhere final pol|t|cal status and settle-
tion with unforgettable memories? between Armenia & Diaspora and to region’s forme
Djanbazian dance Company, with continue on their mission of building Azerbaijani minority.
“The Europea
Union underlines that |t
does not recognize t
independence
Nagorno-Karabakh,” th
EU’s Portuguese predis
dency said in a stateme
on Thursday. “Neithe
does it recognize the I
gitimacy of these ‘pres
dential elections,” whic
should not have any i
pact on the peacefU]
settlement of the
Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict.” ment are also absent, such elections
Armenia Rejects are indeed supported, promoted, ob-
International Criticism served and encouraged.”

: Armenia on Monday hit back at The United States and the Euro-
an invitation from state of Armenia and brldges between both countries. international criticism of last week’s pean Union made it clear at the same
following its objective of preserving the The Djanbazian Dance Company presidential election in Nagorno- time that they believe the latest vote
Armenian dance and culture in Diasporawill present two full evening length dance Karabakh and hailed the vote as proofwill not have an adverse impact on the
is announcing the exciting news of their performances, the first performance will of the Karabakh Armenians’ “com- Ongoing Armenian-Azerbaijani peace
second tour to historical Armenia for be held on Sunday July 29, 2007 inmitment to democracy and rule of talks mediated by the OSCE Minsk
two performances. Vanadzor at 5pm and the next one onjgw.” Group. The group’s American, French

18 dancers of the company under Friday August, 3, 2007 at 7pm at Yerevan “\/arious OSCE and other inter- and Russian co-chairs routinely travel
direction of multiple award winner cho- Legendary National Opera House, which national documents clearly indicate that to Stepanakert and meet the NKR lead-
reographer, Ms Anna Djanbazian, ac-underwent a complete refurbishing in not only should Nagorno-Karabakh be ership during their visits to the conflict
companied by their family and friends past years, providing outstanding state-g party to settlement negotiations, butZone.
will be on the road from Tuesday July of-the-art venue. The premiere dancethat their elected authorities should “This is just one expression of
24th through Tuesday August 7th 2007. pieces represent diverse genre of classirepresent them,” the Armenian For- the commitmentthe people of Nagorno-
Although 14 days will not be enough; but cal to traditional and contemporary cho- eign Ministry said in a statement. Karabakh have made to democracy
in - between rehearsals and the perforteographic works of the Djanbazian “To dismiss these or any elec- andrule of law,” the Armenian Foreign
mances the dancers and their familyDance Company. tions is disingenuous and simply con- Ministry said of the election.
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Managerial Courses

- Dfhee Administrator

J- Administrative Assistant
4- ESL

S- Computerized Taxing

f- Medical Billing

- Computerized Accounting

- WWW.GILIGIACOLLEGE.COM
(818) 956 9600

CAMPUS
1361 FLORENCITA DRIVE MONTROSE, CA 91020

OFFICE

= 1650 FLOWER STREET, GLENDALE, CA 91201

Desizn Courses

T- Welr-Sile Design

8- Video & DVD Editing
9- 3-D Modeling

10- 3-I} Animation

11- Graphic Design

12- I'hoto Editing

13- AutoCAD

QOur Dedication Is

To educate key job skills for a better workforce performance.
To give you access to the opportunities and tools of the modern

employment markets,

To support the workforce development with a sustainable education.
To improve your job performance by developing vour skills.
We offer efficient course clusters for an intensive and competent training.

Technical Courses

14- PC Systems Technician
15- Network Administrator
16- Desktop Publishing

17- Visual Basic programmer

We Provide State Funded Program For
Employers and Employees (ETP)

We Accept Workers Compensation
Training Vouchers
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UtS MwnpqbiL 2008 Lexus ES 350
U. MwnpqgbL Gpynt Gpp nL twpéd Sniu Iwjwunwb
P. MwnpqbiL Laptop Iwiwljwpqghys
Q. MwpqbL 42” Plasma TV

Jhdwwhwlniphip mtnh ywhwnh nuGbGuwy
Uhpwyh, Uwpwn 16, 2008, U.6. dwip 8:00h
Verdugo Hills Country Club
400 West Glenoaks Blvd., Glendale, CA 91202

Lnp 3wdph Bwnwph 50-wibwyh moGwlwwmwpniptwb wrhpny

Lnikp® $100
Sniubpp unwbwnt hwiwp hGnwdaw)atk
(626) 351-0695, (626) 577-7234, (818) 243-7029
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The Quality and Safe Choice...

AGBU HIGH SCHOOL -PASADENA
2007-2008 School Year

New Student Enrollment

Grades: 9-12

Experienced and Caring Faculty

College Preparatory Academic Program

Honors & AP Level Instruction

For further information, campus tour and a meeting with the
administration, please call for an appointment

(626) 794 - 0363 * (818) 612-1079
2495 E. Mountain Street (corner of Altadena Street), Pasadena, CA 91104
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