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Turkey CriticizesUSDemaocr aticPresidential
HopefulsFor Armenian GenocideComments

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) - Turkey has criticized U.S. Democratic presi-
dential hopefuls for backing Armenian Genocide recignition by the US
Congress.The Turkish Foreign Ministry said in a statement over the weekend
that remarks by Democratic presidential candidates «for the sake of aninternal
party struggle, offends the Turkish nation.» The statement did not name
specific candidates.

Barack Obama issued a statement urging Turkey to acknowledge the
1915 killings of Armenians as Genocide, saying: «As a U.S. senator, | have
stood with the Armenian American community in calling for Turkey's
acknowledgment of the Armenian Genocide.» The statement, dated Jan. 19,
was posted on his campaign Web site.

L evon Ter-Petrosian: Karabakh HasBeen
Armenian For 3,000 Year sWill Remain Armenian
For Another 3,000

YEREVAN --
Former President Levon
Ter-Petrosian brushed
aside on Wednesday ac-
cusationsof defeatism|lev-
eled against him by Robert
Kocharian and reaffirmed
his stated commitment to
seeking a compromise so-
lution to the Nagorno-

Hillary Clinton (D-NY).

Another Democratic Presidential hopeful Hillary Clinton has also called
for Congressional passage of the Armenian Genocide Resol ution and pledged
that, as President, she will recognize the Armenian Genocide.

" Our common morality and our nation’s credibility asavoice for human
rights challenge us to ensure that the Armenian Genocide be recognized and
remembered by the Congress and the President of the United States,” said Sen.

Armenian GenocideM onument | nWalesDesecr ated
Turkish Protesters Disrupt Holocaust And Hrant Dink
Commemor ations

Armenian Genocidemonument in Cardiff: befor eand after desecr ated

CARDIFF -- Armenians and
Welsh gathered to pray for victims of
all genocides on the United Kingdom's
Holocaust Memorial Day and to re-
member the first anniversary of the
assassination of Hrant Dink, the jour-
nalist killed for raising the issue of the
Armenian Genocideinthe Turkishpress.

Thesmall Welsh Armenian com-
munity found that theornate slate cross
on the monument was smashed into
pieceswith ahammer left at the scene.
The Armenian Genocide Monument
was desecrated on a symbolic day
designated to recall the events, conse-
guences and lessons of the darkest
days of human history in a deliberate
and premeditated act of vandalism

The ceremony went ahead. Emi-
nent Wel shman Robin Gwyndaf prayed
inWelshand English, Assembly Mem-
ber Jenny Randerson called on the UK
government to recognise the Arme-
nian Genocide and Martin Shipton,
representing the National Union of
Journalists and chief reporter for the
“Western Mail”, gave the tribute to
Hrant Dink. Solemn prayers for all
genocide victims and speeches were
disrupted by continual taunting by pro-

testors using a megaphone. Copies of
the book “ Remember” were presented
to the guest speakers representing the
theme of the occasion.

Oneof theWelsh Armenianssaid
“Thisisour holiest shrine. Our grand-
parents who perished in the Genocide
do not have marked graves. This is
where we remember them”

Itisironicthat the main Holocaust
Memorial Day commemoration in
Liverpool again failed to remember the
Armenianvictimsof thefirstgenocidein
the 20" century. The political decision
runs against the core purpose of this
solemn day, and shows that the lessons
fromthelast century haveyet to befully
grasped by eventheorganisersof HMD.

EilianWilliamsof WalesArmenia
Solidarity calledon“ Armeniansand other
sympathisers throughout the world to
send messages of support to Wales
Armenia Solidarity
(eilian@nant.wanadoo.co.uk) to befor-
warded to the Prime Minister of the
National Assembly of Wales. We also
challenge the UK government and the
Turkish Embassy to condemn this at-
tack on a peaceful ethnic and religious
minority.”

Karabakh conflict.

Campaigning in the §
eastern Gegharkunik re-
gion, the opposition can-

y

didate said he will make Levon Ter-Petrosianwith supportersinVartenis

peacewith Azerbaijan and
ensurecontinued Armenian control over
Karabakh if he wins the upcoming
presidential election.

Reactingto Ter-Petrosian’ sharsh
anti-government rhetoric at the week-
end, Kocharian renewed his allega-
tions that his predecessor is ready to
place the disputed region back under
Azerbaijani rule. Hesaid Ter-Petrosian
wouldgosofar astodisband Armenia’ s
armed forcesin order to “get chummy
with Azerbaijan.”

“If he takes cooperation of
peoples and good neighborhood as
chumminess, that is the expression of
his cultural level, his state of mind,”
Ter-Petrosian shot back at acampaign
rally inVartenis, asmall town near the
eastern shore of Lake Sevan.

“Yes, | am stating that the land
which has been Armenian for 3,000
years will remain Armenian for an-
other 3,000,” he said, referring to
Karabakh. “That achievement has to
beformalized by aninternational treaty,
after which we will cooperate and
establish good-neighborly relations
with Azerbaijan.

“Because our main conduit to the
outsideworldisAzerbaijan. Azerbaijani
railway used to handle 85 percent of
Armenia’s external cargo turnover.”

During his speech in the unem-

ployment-stricken area, Ter-Petrosian
again charged that Khocharian-
Sarkosian decade-long rule has been
“based” on vote rigging and the 1999
terrorist attack onthe Armenian parlia-
ment.

“ImagineRobert Kocharian'srule
continuing for another ten yearsin the
form of Serzh Sarkisian,” he told hun-
dreds of people rallying in Vartenis.
“This is such a nightmarish prospect
which | wouldn’t wish even to my
enemies.”

“Take back the victories which
were stolen from you in [the presiden-
tial elections of] 1998 and 2003. This
is your victory. Take care of your
victory,” added outspoken ex-presi-
dent.

“Yerevan is with us,” claimed
one of his top allies, Hanrapetutyun
party leader Aram Sarkisian. “We've
won there. We only have to prevail in
the regions.”

Ter-Petrosian attracted visibly
strong voter interest during his latest
campaigntrip, with hundredsof people
attending his rallies in Vartenis, the
nearby town of Martuni and several
local villages. Intwo of thosevillages,
opposition supporters slaughtered
sheep and danced to folk music asthey
greeted Ter-Petrosian.

OSCE DeploresExcessive TV Coverage Of
Serzh Sarkisian

YEREVAN -- Observers from
the Organi zation for Security and Co-
operation in Europe criticized
Armenia’'s leading broadcasters on
Wednesday for what they described as
a tendentious coverage of the presi-
dential election campaign favoring
Prime Minister Serzh Sarkisian.

They said most major local TV
channels provided disproportionate
amounts of airtime to Sarkisian and
showed strong bias against one of his
eight challengers, former President
Levon Ter-Petrosian, in the week pre-
ceding the official start of campaign-
ing for the February 19 election.

The criticism was contained in
the first interim report issued by the
el ection observation mission deployed

by the OSCE's Warsaw-based Office
for Democratic Institutions and Hu-
man Rights (ODIHR).

“During the monitoring period
before the start of the official cam-
paign (11-20 January), most of the
broadcast mediaincluding public tele-
vision demonstrated a clear imbalance
in their coverage of the prospective
candidates,” read the report.

“The amount of time received by
Mr. Sarkisian, on privately owned H2,
Kentron, Shant and ArmeniaTV, even
taking into account the execution of
hisofficial duties, exceeded what could
bereasonably considered appropriate,”
it said, referring to the country’s four

Continued on page?2
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ArmenianAuthoritiesCrack DownOn
LevonTer-Petrossian'sSupporters

YEREVAN -- The Armenian po-
lice launched criminal proceedingson
Tuesday against supporters of former
President Levon Ter-Petrosian who
drove through the streets of Yerevan
on Monday in a motorcade of more
than a hundred cars led by the opposi-
tion presidential candidate.

The collective ride, not sanc-
tioned by municipal authorities, lasted
for more than an hour and ended in a
rally in the city’s northern Avan sub-
urb. It was aimed at drumming up
popular support for Ter-Petrosian and
possibly exerting psychological pres-
sure on the government.

A statement by the police said
that the motorcade disrupted trafficin
the city center and that participants of
the car parade defied orders by road
police officers and threatened to use
force against them. It said a criminal
case has been opened under a corre-
sponding articleof the Armenian Crimi-
nal Code.

The police did not immediately
charge any of the Ter-Petrosian cam-
paigners. Instead, it reportedly im-
pounded cars belonging to some of the
ex-president’ scloseassociates, includ-
ing the chairmen of the former ruling
Armenian Pan-National Movement and
the radical opposition Hanrapetutyun
party.

Also, law-enforcement authori-
tiesannounced |ate M onday thelaunch
of a separate criminal investigation
into aviolent incident that marred Ter-
Petrosian’ sweekend campaignrallyin
the central town of Talin. Several Ter-
Petrosian loyalists reportedly threw
punches at a man who heckled the ex-
president as the latter was about to
address local residents. According to
media reports, the man, identified as
Sarkis Karapetian, was assaulted after
telling Ter-Petrosian that “the people
of Talin are not with you.”

The Office of the Prosecutor-
General identified threealleged attack-
ers of Karapetian, among them alocal
leader of Hanrapetutyun, but would
not say if any of them have already
been formally charged with assault.

Ter-Petrosian’s election cam-
paign headquarters was quick to con-
demn both criminal cases. “These ac-
tions are aimed at stemming Levon
Ter-Petrosian’s triumph in the presi-
dential elections and taking the pre-
election situation out of control,” it

said in a statement. “We warn
Armenia’ skleptocratic authoritiesthat
they will bear full responsibility for
unpredictable consequences of these
actions.”

The statement described the vio-
lent incident in Talin as agovernment
“provocation.” It also claimed that the
policehave* effectively paralyzed” the
Ter-Petrosian campaign in Talin by
summoning its activists for question-
ing en masse.

Also reacting to the Talin inci-
dent weretwo nationalist activistscon-
troversially imprisoned by the Arme-
nian authorities. Like Karapetian,
Zhirayr Sefilianand Vartan Makhasian
are veterans of the 1992-1994 war in
Karabakh. In a joint statement from
their prison, they alleged that the at-
tack victimisagovernment agent who
had been paid by PrimeMinister Serzh
Sarkisian to spy on war veterans un-
happy with Armenia’ s |eadership.

Sefilian and Malkhasian, who
support Ter-Petrosian’s presidential
bid, at the same time urged the ex-
president’s loyalists to “beware such
provocations and be more tolerant in
the future.”

In arelated development, Police
in the southeastern Armenian town of
KapanonMonday reportedly usedforce
to shut down the sole local campaign
office of former President Levon Ter-
Petrosian.

Theoffice, located on theground
floor of an apartment block, wasleased
by the Ter-Petrosian campaign in late
December. According to Roman
Navasardian, thelocal campaign chief,
itsowner unexpectedly decided to end
the lease agreement despite being paid
two-month rent up front.

“The owner was forced to ask us
to vacate the property because he said
he doesn’t want to have any connec-
tion with politics,” Navasardian told
RFE/RL from Kapan shortly before
the eviction. He said police ordered
him and other campaign volunteers to
vacate the office despite the owner’s
willingness to let them stay there for
two more days.

“They are forcing us out,”
Navasardian said shortly afterwards.

“The police have sealed the of-
fice,” the oppositionist said moments
later. “All of our property isin there.
So we are unable to operate right
now.”

OSCE DeploresExcessive TV Cover age Of
Serzh Sarkisan

Continued frompagel

largest private networks.

“The other eight candidates re-
ceived some coverage on most of the
TV stations monitored,” added the
OSCE/ODIHR mission. “However, in
contrast tothealmost exclusively posi-
tive or neutral coverage afforded to
Serzh Sarkisian, Levon Ter-Petrosian
was regularly portrayed in a negative
light.”

The report echoed the findings
of similar monitoring conducted by the
Yerevan Press Club, a local media
freedom watchdog, in recent months.
The Y PS has faulted the government-

controlled electronic media for ag-
gressively promoting Sarkisian’ spresi-
dential bid and showing “unprec-
edented” bias against Ter-Petrosian.
The broadcasters have dismissed the
criticism.

The OSCE observers said the
state-run Armenian Public Radio was
“morebalanced” thanthe TV channels
initscoverage of the presidential race.
They also noted that daily Armenian-
language news programs of RFE/RL
“included greater diversity intheir cov-
erage of the nominees, including pre-
senting Serzh Sarkisianand Levon Ter-
Petrosianinpositive, negative and neu-
tral tones.”

Musa Dagh, Kessab, Dort-Yol To Be Featured
InUCL A Conference

LOS ANGELES -- A leap-year
international conference onthe Arme-
nian communities of the Northeastern
Mediterranean will take place on the
weekend of February 29-March 1,
2008. The seventeenth in the UCLA
AEF Chair’'s conference series “His-
toric Armenian Cities and Provinces,”
the two-day gathering will focus on
region extending from Dort-Y ol
(Chork-Marzban) to Musa Dagh and
Kessab. Serving as co-sponsors are
the Mousa L er Association of Califor-

writing. Dr. Vahram Shemmassian of
CSU Northridgewill offer an overview
of the history of Musa Dagh in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
The second morning session will
feature Dr. Susan Pattie of University
College London who has chosen the
title, “ Even Paradise Isn’t Perfect:
Memoriesof Kessab.” Ms. SedaAltug,
Ph.D. candidate at Utrecht University
in the Netherlands, will compare the
making of community identitiesin the
Jaziraand K essab areasof Syria, while

1

MusaDaghtsisafter reaching Port Said, 1915

nia and the Kessab Educational Asso-
ciation of Los Angeles, along with the
UCLA Centersfor Near Eastern Stud-
ies and European-Eurasian Studies,
International I nstitute, and Department
of History.

Participants include scholars
from Armenia, France, Great Britain,
Netherlands, Syria, and several insti-
tutionsin the United States. The open-
ingsessionin Armenianwill take place
on Friday evening, February 29, from
7:30t09:30p.m.intheKalaydjianHall
of the Armenian Church Western Dio-
ceseat 3325 N. GlenoaksBoulevardin
Burbank (Buena Visa exit from the 5
Golden State Freeway).

Followinganintroduction by Pro-
fessor Richard Hovannisian, AEF Chair
at UCLA, Dr. Hagop Tcholakian of
Aleppo, the author of a three-volume
history of Kessab, will give an over-
view of the Armenian communities
from Beylan to Antioch and Latakia.
Hewill bejoinedby Dr. VerjineSvazlian
of the Armenian Institute of Archeol-
ogy and Ethnography, who will dis-
cuss the oral tradition of Musa Dagh,
and by Ms. Isabel Mavian, both of
Paris and of Y erevan, who will exam-
inehow the peopl e of K essab responded
to calamitous situations between 1909
and 1947.

Theall day sessionsonthe UCLA
campus on Saturday, March 1, from
10a.m.t05:00 p.m., will bein English
andtakeplaceintherefurbished Broad
(formerly Dickson) Auditorium. The
morning programwill includeanillus-
trated presentation by Ms. Ruth
Thomasian of the Project SAVE Ar-
chives, Watertown, Massachusetts.
Dr. MinasKojoyan of the AGBU High
School in Canoga Park will examine
the repeated self-defense of Chork-
Marzban (Dort-Y ol) from 1896 t0 1921,
with Mr. Aram Arkun of New York
City making additional comments in

Hagop Tcholakianwill speak on K essab
after becoming a diasporan commu-
nity.

During the lunchtime intermis-
sion on March 1, brief readings and
explanations of the Musa Dagh and
Kessab Armeniandialectswill begiven
by Dr. Hagop Panossian of the Mousa
Ler Association and Dr. Hrair Atikian
of the Kessab Educational Associa-
tion.

In the afternoon sessions, Mrs.
SonaZeitlian will present the findings
of her study on the oral tradition of
Musa Dagh. Mr. Ara Soghomonian,
Ph.D. student at UCLA who hasinves-
tigated primary source materials on
the projected filming of “The Forty
Days of Musa Dagh” will reveal little
known aspects of this case of Holly-
wood censorship. Dr. Keith
Watenpaugh of UC Daviswill focuson
the Armenianand Alwaiteresponsesto
the Alexandretta crisis in the 1930s.

During the final afternoon ses-
sion, Dr. Herant Katchadourian of
Stanford University will speak on cul-
tureand personality, based on hisfield
research in Anjar after the relocation
there of most of the natives of Musa
Dagh. Dr. Shemmassian will conclude
the program with a sketch of Vakef or
Samandagh, theonly remaining Arme-
nianvillagein MusaDagh andin all of
Turkey. As in most previous confer-
ences in this series, Mr. Richard and
Mrs. AnneElizabeth Elbrecht of Davis,
California, will mount arelated photo-
graphic exhibit.

The conference is open to the
public without charge. Parking on the
UCLA campus will be in Structure 3,
entrance from Hilgard Avenue near
Sunset Boulevard. Daily parking fee:
$8.00.

For further information, please
e-mail Professor Hovannisian at
Hovannis@history.ucla.edu
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Tuzla Camp: the symbol of in-
justice

Oneof theselost propertiesisthe
Children’s Camp that belongs to the
Foundation of Gedikpasa Armenian
Protestant Church. | have, as someone
who haslived in this camp, talked and
written about its saga countless times.

The Tuzla Camp became almost
asymbol of the whole phenomenon of
the seizure of Minority Foundation
properties. There have been exhibits
organized and books written about it
by the Human (Rights) Organizations.

Hrant Dink

TheMan, theMission , the Martyrdom
By ZavenKhanjian
Partl|
Audio-Visual Lecture presented on September 25th , 2007 at the United

Armenian Congregational Church

| labored there for exactly 20 years...

I met my wife Rakel there. We
grew up together. We got married
there. Our children were born there..
After September 12, they placed our
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camp leader ship

Trust me, one could not get tired
of hearing the saga of the Tuzla
Camp...

It isworth narrating, yet another
time.

It was flat land

One morning they took us 13
children...

From Gedikpasa on foot to
Sirkeci... Then to Haydarpasa by
boat...From Haydarpasa to Tuzla sta-
tion by train.. An hour away from the
station on foot, they took usto awide,
limitless, flat land surrounding a lake
and the sea.

Tuzlathenwasnot likethe Tuzla
of today, filled with the villas of the
rich and the bureaucrats.. It was then
an untouched shore with fine sand and
apiece of lake formed from the sea...
a couple of houses on the vast land, a
sprinkling of fig and olive trees, and
thorny raspberry bushesalongthesides
of the ditches...

Plus, the Red Crescent tents that
we had set up...

Our labor as children

For us 13 puny kids, between the
ages of 8 and 12, the summer impris-
onment at the cement covered garden
of the Gedikpasa Orphanage had come
toan end...

Weremembered our familiesand
relativesonly at night, while watching
the flickering city lights in the dis-
tance. The city lights reminded us of
old fallen stars piled up on each other.
We completed the construction of the
camp buildinginthreeyearsby getting
up at dawn and working until mid-
night. “Stumpy” (our nickname for
Zakar), who was one of the shortest
among us, could grab by himself abag
of cement and carry it all theway up to
the roof. We used to bed wet at night,
out of exhaustion, yet each timewould
save face by putting the blame on
others, saying“ | did not doiit, hedid.”

We were confronted by the state

| went to Tuzlawhen | waseight.

Main buildingCamp Armen: with visiting Armenian Evangelical summer

camp director (Hrant Guzelian) under
arrest with the accusation that he was
“raising Armenianmilitants.”

It was an unfair accusation. None
of ushad been raised as Armenian mili-
tants.

In order for the orphanage and the
camp, now without a director, not to be
closed down, my friendsand |, who had
all been raised there, assumed this duty.

But oneday they served us apaper
from the court...

“It turns out that you minority
ingtitutions did not have the right to
acquire property! It turns out that we
had made a mistake when we had once
given you permission. This place will,
from now on, belong to its former
owner.”

In spite of our resistance for five
years, we were defeated.. Yet , what
could we have done; we were con-
fronted by the state.

We were no longer helpless

They threw us out of the civiliza-
tion we had created there.

They usurped what had been put
together with the sweat of the one thou-
sand five hundred children raised there.

They appropriated our labor, the
labor we had put in as children.

And the “Tuzla Poor Children's
Camp” that wehad created, our “ Atlantis”
civilization, isnow inruins...

After the children’s chirpy voices
disappeared, the water in the well has
asodried up...

The building has sagged..

The soil is barren...

Trees are offended...

The diving flights of my rebellion
are as sharp as those of a swallow
whose meticuloudly crafted nest is de-
stroyed with asingle blow...

Y et no longer helpless’

There you go...

You want a cause? The Tuzla
camp - symbol of lost minority proper-
ties.

Y ou want arebel? Hrant Dink.

And arebel with a cause.

The short study of the life of
Hrant Dink has reveal ed to methat the
story of the Tuzla Camp, its creation
and seizure by the Turkish authorities,
the childhood labor and the earthly
heaven created there, has left such a
deep scar on the psyche of Hrant that
went on to be the driving force in his
struggle for justice, for fairness, free-
dom of expression, minority rightsand
true democracy for all Turkish citi-
zens under Turkish law.

| said Turkish citizens. Hrant
wasa Turkish citizen. He defended his
right of being one. A Turkish citizen.
He struggled for it. He fought to have
been one. Here is Robert Fisk again
writing on January 20, 2007.

“ Dink told news agency report-
ers in 2005 that his case ( thisis the
case in Malatya) had arisen from a
question on what he felt when , at
primary school, he had to take up a
traditional Turkish oath.

“1amaTurk, | am honest, | am
hard working”.

In hisdefense, Dink said, “ | said
that | was a TURKISH CITIZEN, but
Armenian, and even though | was hon-
est and hard working, | was not a
Turk, | was an Armenian”.

And Armenian hewas. Withroots
so deep to the land, not very many
Turkish citizen living in Turkey can
claimtoday. Let’ slistento Rakel Dink
as she addresses the Turkish court and
judges at the opening session of the
trial of Ogun Samast, Hrant Dink’'s
assassin.

“ Your honor, my husband was
tried for whatever he wrote, for what
he thought and spoke. Even though an
innocent man he was found guilty
because of this unjust understanding

ask you, can you trust him or her? If
we do not deny our origin, does that
mean we are enemies?

AndhereisHosrof Dink, Hrant’s
brother at the same trial.

“ My brother knew that our an-
cestors were born on these lands and
harvested thisland, that they had turned
grape into pectin, grape juice to wine,
wheat to bread, earth to jug, copper to
ewer, iron to plow, and that they had
dearly loved thisland, had caressed it
with their hands and had smelled it
withtheir noses. | a soknow hethought
that all the people who lived and cur-
rently live (here) share the same pain,
and that all their happiness, sadness
and hopes are linked to each other.”

And so the Armenian Turkish
citizen was prosecuted for denigrating
and insulting Turkishness and on Oc-
tober 7, 2005 was given a 6 month
suspended sentence under the provi-
sions of the infamous Article 301 of
the Turkish penal codefor anarticlehe
had written in AGOS entitled “On Ar-
menianidentity”.

Many in Turkey; intellectuals,
writers , journalists, educators have
also been prosecuted under similar
circumstances and for violating the
vague provisionsof Article301. Taner
Akcam, Orhan Pambuk, Elif Shafak,
Ragip Zarakolu are among them. But
non have been convicted like Hrant
Dink was. This was really hard for
Hrant to accept and digest. Theverdict
was harsh on him and he could not take
it lightly. It alienated him from the
country he called his and home. He
repeatedly saidif hewastruly guilty of
the charges he could not live any more
within the society he was convicted to
have insulted. He decided to appeal
both to the higher courts and the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights. He made
up his mind. He decided to stay and
fight. In his own soul and conscience
he was so fair in his struggle for
individual freedom of expression. He
vehemently opposed the French law
criminalizing the denial of the Arme-
nian genocide. This certainly placed
him at odds with some outspoken

Thecampersat theTuzla“ Camp Armen” beach front

of the state.

I, asamember of the people who
have lived on these soilssince NOAH,
want to feel, to see both my children
and myself as Armenian Turkish citi-
zens, as equal.

Our proverb says “One who de-
nieshisoriginisasinner:. What would
you expect from someone who denies
or hideshisor her origin?How canyou
establish a strong building, a good
character over a faulty foundation ? |

Diaspora Armenian nationalists who
have the luxury of living under condi-
tionsincomparable to the restrictions,
pressures and discrimination experi-
enced by Turkish Armeniancitizens. A
few of them, just months before
Hrant’s murder accused him of trying
to exploit “cheap heroism“. (Ajan
herosutyun). Unfortunately Hrant paid
very dearly for that heroism. Hislife.

Continued on page4
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Hrant Dink

TheMan,theMission,theMartyrdom

Continued frompage3

And | don't believe there is anyone
who would characterize life as being
cheap. He shed his blood defending
everyone'sright to free speech, fight-
ing both against the criminalization of
the discussion of the Armenian Geno-
cide in Turkey and yes opposing the
criminalization of thedenial of historic
truth in France.

What Turkey had done with Ar-
ticle 301 was legitimizing hate speech
instead of criminalizing it. State spon-

sored legitimization. And Hrant fell
victim. As a maitter of fact, many
believe, including Hrant, that he was
targeted for it.

Here is what he said after the 9"
Criminal Court of Appealsconfirmedthe
lower court conviction in Istanbul on
July 6, 2006 and the Court of Appeals
General Criminal Council rejected an
appeal on July 11, 2006.

“ But what can | say, that great
forcewhich had decided onceandfor all
to put mein my placeand had madeitself
felt at every stage of my lawsuit through
processes | would not even know about,
was there, present, once again behind
the scenes. And as a consequence, it
wasdeclared by majority voteat General
Council as well that | had denigrated
Turkishness.”

Was he afraid of hislife? Y ou bet
he was.

Here is what he wrote on January
10, 2007.

“l amjust like apigeon....

Obsessed just as much (by) what
goes on my left, right, front, back.

My head is just as mobile... and
just fast enough to turn right away.”

And addressing Foreign Minister
(now President) AbdullaGul and Justice
Minister Cemil Cicek whohad expressed
bewilderment about the exaggerations
raised on the consequences of pend
code 301 reminding all, that no one had
been imprisoned as aresult of it, Hrant
wrote:

“Asif the only cost one paid was
imprisonment...

Do you know , oh ministers, what
kind of acostitistoimprison ahuman
being into the apprehensiveness of a
pigeon? Do you know?

Do you ever watch a pigeon?’

In November 2006, when Sona
asked him what hewasdoing for protec-
tion he said he had taken some precau-
tions. Hehad stoppeddrivinganddriving

Hrant Dink with Zaven & SonaK hanjian on November 2, 2006

alone. Not much more. No body guards,
no police protection.

But most of all and more than
himself, Hrant was concerned about the
safety of his family.

Inhisfamouslast article published
in AGOS on January 10, 2007 he said:

“ | could have resisted out of my
own will, but | did not have the right to
put into danger the life of anyone who
was close to me.”

Hrant's quest for justice , human
rightsand true democracy were not only
designed for the country hecalled home,

Turkey. He was courageous enough to
criticizetheinjusticesexperiencedinthe
other part of his ancestral homeland,
Armenia. Hereis Hrant again after con-
sidering amove to Armenia.

“Okay, but if we went, where
would we go?

Tothe Armenian Republic?

How long someone like me who
could not stand injustices, put up with
theinjusticesthere?Would not | getinto
even deeper trouble there?’

When Sonaand | met Hrant for the
first time at the Armenia Marriott Hotel
on September 19, 2006, it was right
after the late morning address that |
had made at the Armenia-Diaspora
conference where | had openly and
unequivocally criticized the Armenian
leadership for their power abuses and
self enrichment. So, assoon as| intro-
duced myself to Hrant , he stood up
and said, “ One moment, first, | have
to congratulate you on your speech at
the conference”. This was a clear
indication of like mindedness on the
issue of corruption in Armeniaand in
linewith hisabovereferred positionon
the subject of a move to Armenia.

And so Armeniawas out for the
time being.

After considering Europeandthe
West and discounting both he contin-
ues on to firmly state:

“We were going to stay and we
were going to resist”

“ If we were forced to leave one
day however... We were going to set
out just asin 1915... Like our ances-
tors.. Without knowing wherewewere
going.. Walking theroadsthey walked
through... Feeling the ordeal, experi-
encing the pain...”

And so hehad decided to take his
case to the European Court of Human
Rights.

Heknew thingswerenot going to
be easy. He said 2007 will probably be

Shoghaken Armenian Folk EnsembleConcertin
FresnoFebruary 26

The internationally recognized
Shoghaken Armenian Folk Ensemble
will perform in concert in Fresno as
part of its22-city United Statestour, at
8:00PM, on Tuesday, February 26,
2008, in the Satellite Student Union at
Fresno State.

The concert is co-sponsored by
the Armenian Studies Program at
Fresno State, the Knights and Daugh-
ters of Vartan, and the Armenian Gen-
eral Benevolent Union.

The eight-member Ensemble was
founded in 1991 by dudukist Gevorg
Dabaghyan in Y erevan and has become
one of the preeminent traditional music
ensemblesin Armenian. The group uses
only traditional Armenian instruments,
maintai ning an authentic sound with the
duduk, zurna, dhol, kanon, kamancha,
shvi, and other instruments. Singers
Hasmik Harutyunyan and Aleksan
Harutyunyan are known throughout Ar-
menia, the former Soviet Union, and
Europefor their uniqueinterpretation of
Armenian folk and ashoughagan (trou-
badour) music. The ensemble recorded
the soundtrack for Atom Egoyan’'s
film Ararat and in 2002 wasinvited by
acclaimedcellist Y o-YoMato perform
at the “Silk Road Festival,” in Wash-
ington D.C.

In 2003 their CD Armenian An-
thology (Traditional Crossroads CD
4311) wontheNARM Awardfor “Best
World Recordingof theY ear.” Withan
extraordinary ancient tradition of ex-
hilarating folk dances, haunting love
songs and lullabies, Shoghaken has
mesmerized audiences far beyond the
Caucasusmountains, where Armenians
have lived for centuries.

The Chicago Reader said about
Shoghaken, “ Thereisn't abetter intro-
duction to traditional Armenian mu-
sic.”

Jon Pareles of the NY Times
said, “ Theremay benoinstrument that
can sound asrichly inconsolableasthe
duduk...exuberancetempered by atear-
ful memories.”

The Shoghaken Folk Ensemble
performed to a standing room only
audience in their Fresno State concert
held in 2004.

Tickets are $20 per person for
general admission and $10 per person
for students.

For tickets and information call
the Armenian Studies Program at 559-
278-2669; AGBU-Zar at —559-431-
5259; or Knights of Vartan-Gerald-
439-7910. In the South Valley call
Gerry -896-2785.

even a more difficult year.

He still had faith in the people if
not the state. He said while additional
injustices might continue to accrue he
will consider ONE truth as his only
security.

“Yes, | may perceive myself in
the spiritual unease of a pigeon, but |
do not know that in thiscountry people
do not touch pigeons.

Pigeonslivetheir livesall theway
deep into the city, even amidst the
human throngs.

Y es, somehow apprehensive but
as much free”

On January 19, 2007 the pigeon
was slain.

The 17 year old teenager assas-
sin, Ogun Samast, was the trigger
man. But the murder was committed
by the forces of darkness, by Turkish
penal code 301, by Deep State, the
republic of Turkey.

Robert Fisk would have said,

The genocide continues........

92 years after the Genocide, the
Turkish State still liesin adeep coma
of denial. Will thetrial of themurderer

of Hrant Dink create an opportunity
wherewewitnessan enlightened awak-
eningin Turkish society?Will therebe
enough pressureintimefrom an awak-
ened Turkish Society to defeat the
Deep State and force the nation to face
historical truth? Will Turkey ever face
its own past and come to terms with
the “murder of a nation” perpetrated
by their ancestors?

Would Hrant Dink’s innocent
blood have been shed in vain?

With the hope and desire of ac-
cession to the European Union and the
gradual exposure of all the other inter-
national dark forces who hold a firm
grip on US foreign policy and who
continue to encourage Turkey in its
denial, | am optimistic that Truth ,
Goodwill and the Recognition of the
crimewill prevail.

Hrant Dink is dead but his voice
will never be silenced.

ZavenKhanjian can bereached at
zaven@kanjyanrealty.com

HCRENMEN-Giendnle
iPresemts

Come Join Us on a 10 Foot Screen

at the Homenmen Center

1060 M. Allen Ave., Pasadena, CA 91107

Doors Open 1 hour prior to Game Time
Sandwiches and Drinks will be served
Cronation: 55
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network, We offer:

* Prescription Drug Coverage
* Individual and Family Plans
* Plans for Small Businesses

* Dental Coverage

* Medicare Supplement Plans

Authorized Independent Agent
1807 W GLENOAKS BLVD, #202
GLENDALE, GA 91201

(818) 502-3233
HARUTEEXCELHYE.COM
WWW.EXCELHYE.COM

CA Insurance
License #0B28270

)

Blue Cross of California takes
the worry out of health care.

Our goal is to make staying healthy easier with a variety of
affordable plans to fit your needs. For over 65 years, Blue Cross
has been a leader in California offering quality health care

coverage with over 41,000 doctors and 400 hospitals in our

s Life Insurancea
by B L & Meaith imsuronce Compansy

* HSA-Compatible Plans

by BC Life & Heaith insurence Company

+ Integrated Workers' Compensation

&y Empaovens Compensadion Insuvance Company

Call now and let me help take the worry out of your health care!

HARUT DER-TAVITIAN

BlueCross

of California

The Power of Blue™

Blue Cross ol Calilornia [BOD) and BC Lile & Health Wnsurance Compary (BCLEH] are
Independent Licensees of the Blee Cross Associatian [BCAL The Pawer af Blue and the Bluwe
Cross name and symbol are registered service marks of the BCA.

S BOC. CANTTS
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MELODY INTERNATIONAL
MUSIC SCHOOL Inc.
UGLNASk 6MU.GGSULUL THMN38

Happy New Year
Join Our New Music School in Pasadena
By Experineced & Educated Teachers

Piano, Keyboard, Violin, Viola, Vocals, Singing, Guitar,
Bass, Flute, Duduk, Drums & Percussion lessons for all
agesand levels
Professional Digital Recording studio
for all your audio recording needs

1060 N. Allen Ave. #D Pasadena, CA 91104
Phones. (626) 797-8867 & (818) 599-1606
and
334 N. Central Avenue Unit 202
Glendale, CA 91203
Phones. (818) 244-8244 & (818) 599-1606
Visit usat: www.musiclessons4u.com
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EQ 20 - CUPUB,OESMPNFUM 2, 2008

[ternational Acadiny of Los Angeles

Presents
An Evening Honoring Composer, Director &
Pioneer of Armenian Television

SARKY MOURADIAN

Manuel Flora Martirosian
Kevin George Adiss Harmandyan
Chuko Vatche
Andre Danik Hovik Grigorian
\ELERLELLEFAET Levon Sevan
SEUOREVEUEL Maxim
Hovik Krikorian CEWTRGUETCEUET
Harut Hakopian Razmik Mansourian
Jenny Armen Armen Aloyan

Hosts: Anahit Martirossian, Aramayis Gharibyan, Noune Serobian

Thursday, April 10, 2008, 7:30 p.m.

| ALEX THEATER
++ 216 North Brand Blvd., Glendale, California 91203

FORTICKETS CALL:  {313) 265.0506

FOR INFORMATION CALL: (818) 243-5722




