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Armenian Appoints New Defense
Minister and Army Chief
Foreign Minister Re-Appointed

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian dismissed
Armenia’s defense minister and top
army general and re-appointed Ed-
ward Nalbandian as foreign minister
on Monday, completing the formation
of Prime Minister Karen Karapetian’s
cabinet.

Defense Minister Seyran Ohanian
was replaced by the chief of the presi-
dential staff, Vigen Sargsian, after more
than eight years in office. Nalbandian
has also served as minister since 2008.

One of Ohanian’s deputies,
Movses Hakobian, was appointed as
the new chief of the Armenian army’s
General Staff, replacing Colonel-Gen-

eral Yuri Khachaturov, who will now
work as secretary of the country’s
National Security Council. Hakobian
had previously been the commander of
Nagorno-Karabakh’s Armenian-backed
armed forces.

The ministerial appointments filled
the last two vacancies in Armenia’s
new cabinet which Karapetian began
forming after being formally named
prime minister on September 13. The
17 other Armenian ministers were ap-
pointed late last month.

Nine of them held ministerial
posts in the previous cabinet. Their

Continued onpage3

John Kerry: Armenia and Azerbaijan Not
Prepared for a Compromise Peace Deal

WASHINGTON
IDEAS FORUM

WASHINGTON, DC (RFE/RL)
-- There is no solution in sight to the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict because
Armenian and Azerbaijani leaders are
still not prepared for a compromise
peace deal, according to U.S. Secre-
tary of State John Kerry.

“There are some frozen conflicts
inthe world today: Nagorno-Karabakh,
Azerbaijan-Armenia, where you can’t
quite see that [decisive progress] right

now because the leaders aren’t ready,
because the tensions are there,” he
said late on Thursday, speaking during
a forum on international security in
Washington.

Kerry briefly mentioned the
Karabakh issue in the context of U.S.
efforts to settle various conflicts
around the world. “There are some

Continued onpage4

Armenia’s Foreign Debt Reached $5.5 Billion

The newly appointed Finance
Minister Vartan Aramian has urged the
government to prevent a further rapid
increase in Armenia’s sovereign debt
through greater fiscal austerity.

Speaking at a cabinet meeting in
Yerevan on Thursday, Aramian said
that the mainly foreign debt reached
$5.5 billion in August, up from $4.4 in
late 2014. It will rise further by the end
of'this yearto alevel equivalentto 54.4
percent of Gross Domestic Product,
he said.

“For two consecutive years, in
2014 and 2015, we had a fairly high
budget deficit of 4.8 percent, and this
year we will have a deficitequivalent to
an estimated 5.9 percent of GDP. This
is the main source of debt generation,”
he told Prime Minister Karen Karapetian
and fellow cabinet members.

“We should therefore be [fis-
cally] more conservative in the coming
years to prevent further growth of the
debt,” he said.

The minister issued the warning
while presenting a budget proposal
envisaging spending cuts that would
bring the deficit down to 3 percent of
GDP in 2017. The draft budget, which
Karapetian described as “tough,” was
formally approved by the cabinet. The

premier said government spending will
decrease by 100 billion drams ($210
million) next year.

The public debt stood at less than
$2 billion before the 2008-2009 global
financial crisis plunged Armeniainto a
severe recession. The government has
since borrowed heavily from the World
Bank, the International Monetary Fund
and other external sources in a bid to
prevent massive spending cuts, diver-
sify the domestic economy and fi-
nance infrastructure projects. Eco-
nomic growth in Armenia has been
sluggish in the last few years.

Despite his concerns, Aramian
did not back opposition claims that the
loans secured since 2009 have not
been mainly wasted by the authorities.
“I don’t agree with the notion that we
have not achieved our goals because
we are in debt,” he told reporters.

Armenia Delivers Humanitarian Aid to Syria

LATTAKIA, SYRIA -- Armenia
delivered on Tuesday the first batch of
humanitarian assistance to civilians in
Syria increasingly suffering from the
country’s devastating civil war.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
said a transport plane carrying the aid
landed at the Russian military’s
Hmeimim airbase in northwestern Syria
early in the morning. Photographs re-
leased by it showed Armenia’s consul
general in Aleppo and the airbase com-
mander standing on the tarmac and
watching as the cargo was unloaded
from the plane.

In a series of tweets, the ministry
thanked Russia’s defense and foreign
ministries for “assisting in the trans-
portation.” It was not immediately clear
whether the aid, presumably including
food, was airlifted by a Russian or
Armenian aircraft.

The Armenian government an-
nounced Friday that it will send two
planeloads of relief aid to Syria to
“support the population affected by
the Syrian conflict.” It did not specify
where and how the supplies will be
distributed.

The announcement came shortly
after five ethnic Armenian residents of
Aleppo were killed and 11 others
wounded amid intensifying fighting in
the war-ravaged city between Syrian
government forces and rebels. The
Foreign Ministry in Yerevan condemned
“the deplorable use of weaponry against
the civilian population of Aleppo, in-
cluding of the Armenian districts.”

An estimated 80,000 cthnic Ar-
menians lived in Syria before the out-
break of the bloody conflict there five

Continued on page4
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Turkish Minister: Armenian Metsamor
Nuclear Plant Should be Shut Down

VIENNA -- Turkey's energy and
natural resources minister has said
Monday the Armenian Metsamor
nuclear power plant should be shut
down as the world cannot risk another
disaster like Chernobyl, Hurriyet daily
reports.

"Even if each country took the
necessary precautions about its own
nuclear power plant, we cannot ignore
the threats at the borders. Therefore,
we have to act together towards po-
tential threats. In that regard, the
Metsamor nuclear power plant should
be shut down," Berat Albayrak said at
the 60th general conference of the
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) in the Austrian capital Vienna.

The Turkish minister explained
nuclear threats, namely terrorism, went
beyond countries’ borders.

Armenia's Metsamor plant, built
in 1970 and located 16 kilometers (10
miles) from the Turkish border, came
under criticism by Turkish officials as
Armeniadecided to extend Metsamor's
lifespan until 2026.

He also said that Turkey cur-

rently had plans to build three nuclear
power plants. Each of the plants boast
four reactors, he said adding that the
feasibility studies for the third nuclear
power plant were still ongoing.

Turkey's first nuclear power
plant, Akkuyu, is being constructed by
Russia while the second one, the Sinop
nuclear power plant, will be built by a
consortium composed of France, Ja-
pan and Turkey.

Baroness Caroline Cox Visits
Artsakh Frontlines

STEPANAKERT --NKR National
Assembly President Ashot Ghulyan to-
day hosted Member of the House of
Lords Baroness Caroline Cox and del-
egationof HART (Humanitarian Aid Relief
Trust) in Stepanakert.

Ghulyan noted that this visit, on
the occasion of the 25th anniversary of
Artsakh’s independence, was the 85th
visit by Baroness Cox.

“Artsakh is becoming know through
your efforts since you always bring a
new group of friends. This is important
because Azerbaijanis constantly trying to
disseminate false information regarding
our country,” Ghulyan said.

Baroness Cox and her delegation
also visited Artsakh frontlines and
talked to the soldiers, who, she said,
are protecting the border of Artsakh
and not only.

NKRMIL. A0

“I’'mnot Armenian, butpeople like
me should be grateful to the Armenian
soldiers, who protect this border. They
protect it not only for the Armenian
people, but also for all Christians in the
world. They are also grateful to the
Armenian soldier,” the Baroness said.

This is the first time Caroline Cox
is visiting Nagorno Karabakh after the
April assault unleashed by Azerbaijan.
Speaking to reporters in Artsakh, she
denounced the work of western media.

“The international media work as
they want, but we know what has hap-
pened in reality, and it’s our task to
inform the world that Azerbaijan re-
mains an aggressor. We know that Ar-
menian soldiers have been brutally de-
capitated, some have been tortured. This
is a harsh violation of international law,”
Baroness Cox said.

Stepanakert Hosts Armenian Ethnographic
Song and Dance Festival

The “Gutan” Ethnographic Song and Dance Festival was held Monday at
Renaissance Square in Stepanakert, the capital city of the Nagorno-Karabakh

Republic (NKR/Artsakh).

The event kicked off with welcoming remarks by Narine Aghabalyan, the
NKR Minister of Culture and Youth Affairs.

Subsequently, several ensembles performed the songs and dances of
Armenia and Artsakh as well as theatrical rituals.

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Hun-
dreds of Armenian troops are simulat-
ing apeacekeeping operationinvolving
a mobile field hospital in an exercise
monitored by NATO officers, the De-
fense Ministry in Yerevan said on
Thursday.

A ministry statement said the 500
or so participating troops are part of
the Armenian army’s medical service
and Peacekeeping Brigade that pro-
vides soldiers to ongoing NATO-led
missions in Kosovo and Afghanistan.

It said the four-day exercise be-
gan in Armenia on Tuesday under a
scenario involving evacuation of
wounded soldiers by helicopters and
provision to urgent medical aid to ci-
vilians in a hypothetical conflict zone.

The ministry explained that the
Armenian brigade will use it to con-
duct a “self-appraisal” under NATO’s
“Level-1" certification of troops from
partner states. It released photographs
of U.S. and German military instruc-
tors watching the drills.

The brigade has received consid-
erable financial and technical assis-
tance from the U.S. and other NATO
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NATO Officers Monitor
Armenian Peacekeeping Drills
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member states over the past decade.
NATO assigned it a “Level-2” degree
of combatreadiness and interoperability
after monitoring a four-day exercise
held by it last year.

A total of about 130 Armenian
soldiers are currently serving in Af-
ghanistan, Kosovo as well as Lebanon.
Addressing a UN peacekeeping sum-
mit in Washington in September 2015,
President Serzh Sarkisian expressed
readiness to expand Armenia’s partici-
pation in such missions with special-
ized medical and demining units.

Those units will undergo NATO
training before their deployment
abroad. U.S. instructors trained in
August 2015 the first group of 12
teaching personnel for the Armenian
army’s newly established paramedic
school.

A 32-strong unit of Armenian
military medics participated in U.S.-
led multinational exercises in Germany
in April this year. During the three-
week drills, the medics deployed a
mobile field hospital that was donated
to Armenia by the U.S. military in
2007.

Armenian Hackers Leak Azerbaijani
Banking and Military Data

DUBAI (hackread.com) -- Ar-
menian hackers from Monte Melkonian
Cyber Army (MMCA) have leaked a
trove of data which they claim belongs
to Azerbaijani banks, military and po-
lice servers. In an email to HackRead,
one of the representatives from MMCA
said that reason for targeting govern-
ment and financial servers was to send
a ’precious gift” to Azeris on the 25th
anniversary of the Republic of Arme-
nian independence.

The MMCA group also leaked
folders on several pastie sites claiming
that the files contain personal data of
1200 Azerbaijani officers including
names, ID numbers, phone numbers
residence addresses and other details
whilst another Armenian group going
by the online handle of "Noyer 1K,
n0p_cOntr01” leaked customer data-
base of an Azerbaijani bank that in-
cludes personal data of about 10,000
people.

Upon scanning the leaked data
HackRead found other three folders
with files showing banking details of
over 9000 customers.

Another folder labeled as
”Azerbaijan military & police officer
personal info” containing profiles of
46 alleged Azeri military and police

officials along with their personal in-
formation.

The same folder also contains
personal details of Bayramov Vaqif
Dilgem Oglu, an Azeri military official
who reportedly died in April2016. The
Armenian hackers are using
Bayramov’s details to prove that the
data is legit.

Apart of leaking aforementioned
data, the hackers also hacked and de-
faced several Azeri embassies and gov-
ernment websites. The list of targeted
sites includes Azeri embassy in Bul-
garia, Netherlands and Qatar, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs AIDA.

Links to all targeted sites along
with their Zone-h mirrors as a proof of
hack are available here.

HackRead can confirm that
there is nothing substantial among
the leaked data, however, the cyber
war between Armenia and Azerbaijan
began in late 2013 and since than
hackers from both sides have been
carrying cyber attacks on each
other’s cyber infrastructure. Previ-
ously, the Monte Melkonian Cyber
Army (MMCA) leaked ID cards and
passports of 5,000 Azeri citizens.
You can click here to go through all
previous hacks conducted by MMCA.
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Turkey Fails to Prevent Armenian Genocide

YEREVAN (Armenpress) -- Atthe
initiative of the Armenian Embassy of
the Philippines (residence in Vietnam) a
divine liturgy was held on September 27
at Santuario de San Antonio Church in
capital Manila, dedicated to the memory
of the victims of the Armenian Geno-
cide, the press service of Foreign Minis-
try of Armenia reports.

Philippines Senators, represen-
tatives of Manila Municipality, Mayor
of Tagum city, heads of accredited
diplomatic delegations, as well as mem-
bers of Armenia-Philippines friendship
group were present at the liturgy.

The Turkish Consul in Manila
had tried to prevent the liturgy. Par-
ticularly, he contacted the leader of the

Memorial Liturgey in Manila

A

Santuario de San Antonio Church and
mentioned during the conversation that
the liturgy is a political one by nature
organized by Armenians which “should
be banned in order to avoid further
polical consequences”.

According to the information of
the Armenian Foreign Ministry, the
Turkish Embassy also sent a letter of
complaint to the Foreign Ministry of
the Philippines.

However, the liturgy organized
by the Armenian Embassy in the Phil-
ippines took place on September 27 as
had been planned earlier, after which a
briefhistory of Armenia and the Arme-
nian Genocide was presented to the
attendees.

Turkey Suspends Participation in Creative
Europe Program Due to Genocide Concert

YEREVAN (PanArmenian.Net)
— Turkey has suspended its participa-
tion in the Creative Europe program.
The reason for such a move is the
European Union’s decision to allocate
200,000 euros in funding for the
Dresdner Sinfoniker orchestra’s con-
cert dedicated to the Armenian Geno-
cide, Ermenihaber.am reports citing
Haberturk.

Creative Europe is the European
Commission’s framework programme
for support to the culture and audiovi-
sual sectors. Following on from the

previous Culture Programme and ME-
DIA programme, Creative Europe, with
a budget of €1.46 billion (9% higher
than its predecessors), will support
Europe’s cultural and creative sectors.

Some 2.4 million euros were al-
lotted to supporting cultural projects in
Turkey.

The German orchestra has
claimed Turkey tried to make them
take the word “genocide” out of a
concert marking the massacre of Ar-
menians by Ottoman forces during the
First World War.

Armenian Appoints New Defense Minister

Continued from page 1

new colleagues will run the Armenian
ministries of finance, economy, en-
ergy, agriculture, health, transport and
communications, sports and youth af-
fairs, culture as well as defense.
Sargsian, the new defense minis-
ter, is a longtime senior aide to Presi-

dent Sarkisian who had also worked as
an assistant to former President Rob-
ert Kocharian. He has managed the
current president’s staff since 2011.

Sargsian, 41, holds a master’s
degree from the U.S. Fletcher School
of Law and Diplomacy. He taught
international relations and public ad-
ministration at the American Univer-

Op-Ed

After Genocide: From Trauma to Rebirth:
a Gendered Perspective

By Lara
Tcholakian

I was privi-
leged to be a par-
ticipant at the “Af-
ter Genocide Con-
ference — From
Trauma to Rebirth:
A Gendered Per-
spective” organized
by the Women in
War Organization in
collaboration with
the Armenian Gen-
eral Benevolent Union (AGBU).

As a PhD student, I was lucky to
bein Yerevan at the time of the confer-
ence, which symbolically preceded the
celebrations and commemorations of
Armenia’s 25th Independence as a
Republic.

As a third generation descendant
of the Armenian genocide, my re-
search focuses on the effects of the
transmission of collective trauma on
leadership development and leadership
management. Given the context of my
research, this conference and its re-
markable program gave us access to
many aspects of trauma, gender, geno-
cide and post-genocide. We witnessed
the unfolding of generational narra-
tives and intimately became a part of
an awakening.

Invited speakers ranged from
various nationalities and cultures, and
incorporated topics of —but not limited
to - Bosnia, Cambodia, Guatemala,
Rwanda, Jewish and Armenian Geno-
cides.

In almost every speech, there
seemed to be an inevitable traumatic
experience unfolding for not just
women, but children and grandchil-
dren. It was evident that trauma de-
scendants must deal with the traumas
of their parents and grandparents, and
sometimes even represent it.

A person’s identity is shaped by
the history, culture and religion to
which s/he feels related. If a collective
group has undergone a trauma such as
genocide, then the consequences and
effects of such collective trauma will
be transmitted to here and now.

Man-made traumas on collective
groups not only directly impact the
survivor, but also has indirect psycho-
logical consequences in subsequent
generations. The latter generations are
born with the burden to understand
what has happened before they were
born, and to find meaning in their lives.
Research demonstrates that there are
biological, psychological and moral
after-effects of trauma. A serious topic
such as trauma or post-genocide calls
for input from psychoanalysts and
psychologists.

For those investigating trans-
generational narratives and effects of
post-genocide, it would have been
important to bring psychological and
psychoanalytical components to the
table of this conference.

Regardless, there was a wide
range of anthropologists, sociologist,
historians, and expert speakers who
helped reveal and validate how con-
scious and unconscious communica-
tion between survivors to descendants
carry these legacies of transmissions,
and what shapes human resilience can
take.

The “After Genocide” confer-
ence was designed to allow the partici-
pant to closely experience and feel
their own transgenerational stories,
helping them come into awareness
with their identity and collective
memory. Discussion periods were al-
located for participants to express their
reactions to disturbing narratives and
to facilitate a deeper integration of the
material.

Focusing on the collective
trauma, narrative and transmitted
memory, most speakers spoke not only
to my research, but to my heart. No
matter how far you are physically, all
traumas and all genocides should al-
ways hit close to home.

The role of such conferences is
not simply to share knowledge, but to
share stories so that our conscious and
our hearts will speak out at times of
need and to spread the word that ha-
tred, violence and trauma do no good
to anyone, especially our children and
grandchildren who will bear the ef-
fects of trauma.

Kundera once stated, “The first
step in liquidating a people, is to erase
its memory. Destroy its books, its cul-
ture, its history. Then have somebody
new write new books, manufacture a
new culture, invent a new history. Be-
fore long the nation will begin to forget
what it is and what it was. The world
around it will forget even faster.”

To address this, Beata Mairess
Umumbyeyi, a Rwandan novelist, ex-
quisitely stated during her speech dur-
ing the conference: “we must continue
to write and speak, so that history is
NOT forgotten, or erased.”

“After Genocide — From Trauma
to Rebirth: a Gendered Perspective”,
was a conference with a special pur-
pose: to shed light on an extremely
important and disturbingly current
topic. It helped us learn from each
other’s experiences and inject us with
the motivation to continue to protect
human rights and struggle towards a
healthier development of our children.

sity of Armenia form 2001-2011.
The Armenian president also ap-
pointed Armen Gevorgian as the new

chief of his staff. Gevorgian, 42, is a
former top Kocharian aide who served as
deputy prime minister from 2008-2014.
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Houri Berberian Appointed as
Chair of Armenian Studies at UCI

IRVINE - After an extensive na-
tional search, the University of Cali-
fornia, Irvine has selected Houri
Berberian for its Meghrouni Family
Presidential Chair in Armenian Stud-
ies. Vahe and Armine Meghrouni, ar-
dent supporters of the UCI School of
Humanities, with additional backing
from the local Armenian-American
community, established the $2M chair
in 2014 with a $500,000 match from
the UC Office of the President. The
endowed chair provides a dedicated
source of funds, in perpetuity, for
Berberian’s scholarly activities as well
as support for graduate student fel-
lowships.

“We are thrilled to have Houri
Berberian join us as the Meghrouni
Family Presidential Chair in Armenian
Studies and deeply grateful to the
Meghrouni family for making this po-
sition possible,” said Georges Van Den
Abbeele, dean of the UCI School of
Humanities. “Armenia's rich and com-
plex 3,000-year history and culture,
both in its homeland and diaspora,
provides an incredible opportunity for
UCIT's students to develop a meaning-
ful and critically-global perspective.”

Berberian joins UCI from Cali-
fornia State University, Long Beach,
where she was a professor of Middle
Eastern history and director of the
Middle Eastern Studies Program.
Berberian’s research interests lie in
Iran, specifically Armenian participa-
tion in the Iranian Constitutional Revo-
lution, which is the topic of her first
book. Her interests also include Ira-
nian-Armenian women’s education and
activism and issues of Iranian-Arme-
nian identity and memory. Her current
project is a connected-histories ap-
proach to the early twentieth-century
revolutions in the Russian, Iranian,
and Ottoman empires explored through
the circulation of Armenianrevolution-
aries, arms, print, and global ideologies
like constitutionalism and socialism.
Berberian will work closely with the
UCI School of Humanities’ faculty and
lecturers in Middle and Near East stud-
ies as well as Russian and Soviet studies
to develop a comprehensive approach
to the study of Armenian history, tradi-
tion and culture.

"I am both honored and excited
to join UCI as a professor in the De-
partment of History and Meghrouni
Family Presidential Chair. I envision
developing the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram into a forward-looking and dy-
namic center for both undergraduate
and graduate training in the field,” said
Berberian. “I am particularly eager to
collaborate with my colleagues in adja-
cent fields at UCI and other UC cam-
puses as well as with other Armenian
Studies Programs. I very much look
forward to contributing to the intellec-

tual and cultural life of the wider com-
munity through organizing public
events, including lecture and academic
conferences."

Studies in Armenia first began at
UCI in 2007 with support and guid-
ance from forward-thinking commu-
nity member Sylvie Tertzakian, and
under the leadership of UCI history
professor and Maseeh Chair in Persian
Studies and Culture Touraj Daryaee.
In 2013, the Meghrounis endowed the
Vahe and Armine Meghrouni Lecture
Series, a quarterly lecture series that
brings Armenian historical and cultural
topics of interest to all in the broader
Orange County community.

Drs. Armine and Vahe Meghrouni
were born in America of Armenian
parents, but in their public schooling
they found it difficult to learn about
their heritage. “Being in an imperfect
world, we experienced being anony-
mous as Armenians. We, in our formal
education, could find little about our
identity as descendants of Armenians,
a people with a continuous history for
three millennia,” said Vahe Meghrouni.

“While other ancient civilizations
have ceased to exist, Armenians re-
main worldwide, despite the misfor-
tune that almost every historic invader
in history passed through and occu-
pied their homelands. The Armenians
maintained their culture as well as their
language and contributed expertise in
diverse spheres of human endeavors.
They have sustained an accomplished
presence in the regimes resulting from
foreign invasions as well as in an ensu-
ing Armenian diaspora,” Meghrouni
said. “Because the history is so com-
plex and long, the Armenian Studies
Program at UC Irvine must do a great
amount of work in educating present-
day society as to who Armenians are
and what the culture represents. We
give thanks to UCI and the School of
Humanities for their commitment in
this groundbreaking effort. As we look
forward to great success of Armenian
studies under her leadership, we are
grateful to have Houri Berberian join
UCI as the Meghrouni Family Presi-
dential Chair In Armenian Studies.”

Armenia Delivers Humanitarian Aid to Syria

Continued from page 1

years ago. The mostly middle-class
community was concentrated in
Aleppo, the country’s formerly largest
city.

Only several thousand Syrian

Armenians are thought to remain in
Aleppo now. Virtually all of them live
in neighborhoods controlled by gov-
ernment troops. Many are apparently
unable to flee the war zone or simply
have nowhere to go.

Friday’s deaths, reportedly
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Launching of Heritage Fresno’s
Armenian Cultural Conservancy

FRESNO -- Heritage Fresno’s
Armenian Cultural Conservancy an-
nounces a kick-off fundraising ban-
quet to be held on Saturday, October
29th, 2016. Following a reception,
dinner will be served at 5:00 p.m. in the
scenic west Quad of the historic Old
Administration Building of Fresno City
College.

Keynote remarks will be deliv-
ered by Dr. Matthew Ari Jendian, the
Chair of Fresno State’s Department of
Sociology, author of Becoming Ameri-
can, Remaining Ethnic: Armenian-
Americans in Central California on as-
similation and retention of ethnicity
among Armenian-Americans in Cen-
tral California. Mrs. Deborah Adishian-
Astone, Vice President for Adminis-
tration and Associate Vice President
for Auxiliary Services at California
State University, Fresno, will serve as
emcee for the evening.

The Armenian Cultural Conser-
vancy of Fresno will be modeled on the
Armenian Library and Museum of
America located in the Boston suburb
of Watertown, Massachusetts. In ad-
dition to the collection, display and
interpretation of artifacts which ex-
plain and illustrate experiences of Ar-
menian-Americans, the conservancy
will also provide research support and
preservation of Armenian folk culture
from both sides of the Atlantic. Its

L

Dr.Matthew AriJendian

initial mission is “to collect, preserve
and interpret the evidence of the Ar-
menian experience in Central Califor-
nia in an enduring institution of learn-
ing.”

Heritage Fresno’s Armenian Cul-
tural Conservancy (ACC) and the For-
eign Language Department of Fresno
City College welcome all in celebration
of the launching of this project. ACC
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, community
benefit organization.

For dinner reservations, please
R.S.V.P. by sending your donation of
$50.00 per person to: Armenian Cul-
tural Conservancy, 2930 N. West Ave.,
Fresno, CA 93704. For further infor-
mation call 559-226-1984.

John Kerry: Armenia and Azerbaijan Not Prepared

Continued frompage 1

[conflicts] where I think they’re diffi-
cult but you can see how you could get
there if people made a certain set of
decisions. [ believe Israel-Palestine falls
into that category,” he said at the
forum organized by “The Atlantic”
magazine and Aspen Institute.

Kerry became personally involved
in joint U.S., Russian and French ef-
forts to end the Armenian-Azerbaijani
dispute following the outbreak in early
April of heavy fighting in and around
Karabakh. He and Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov mediated the
May 16 meeting in Vienna of the Arme-
nian and Azerbaijani presidents.

The Vienna summit was aimed at
de-escalating tensions on the Karabakh
frontlines. Presidents Serzh Sarkisian

and Ilham Aliyev held follow-up talks
in Russia on June 20.

Kerry telephoned Sarkisian and
Aliyev later in June amid signs that the
conflicting parties may revive the long-
running peace process. He reportedly
urged them to implement confidence-
building measures agreed at Vienna
and embark on “substantive talks that
can lead to a comprehensive settle-
ment.”

Kerry went on to hold separate
meetings with the Armenian and
Azerbaijani leaders on the sidelines of
a NATO summit in Warsaw in early
July. No further progress towards a
Karabakh settlement has been reported
since then.

Itis still not clear whether Aliyev
and Sarkisian will agree to meet again
before the end of this year.

caused by opposition shelling, led to
renewed calls for the Armenian gov-
ernment to help evacuate the remain-
ing Aleppo Armenians. An Armenian
Foreign Ministry spokesman said on

Monday that the authorities are “not
discussing” such a possibility yet.

More than 16,000 Syrian Arme-
nians have taken refuge in Armenia in
the last four years.
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THE TRAGEDY IN SYRIA CONTINUES...
..HOW MUCH LONGER!!

Syrian Armenian Relief Fund (“SARF")

With the participation of Community Organizations and Religious Leadership
of the Armenian Apostolic, Catholic and Evangelical Churches

Invite you to take partina

SPECIAL PUBLIC GATHERING

To pray for the victims and to protest
the continued violence against innocent civilians in Syria
especially in Aleppo

Video Presentation of Current Situation in Aleppo

Monday October 10, 2016

Refreshments at 7 pm
Program at 8 pm

Kalaydjian Hall
Western Diocese of the Armenian Church
3325 N. Glenoaks Blvd, Burbank, CA 91504

Open to the Public
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Conducted by MAESTRO SIR VARTAN MELKONIAN
Conductor of the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, London
Performed by The ISM Production’s Chamber Orchestra

Friday, Octoher 21,2016, 7:30 pm
Glendale mshutarm Church
125 sm Louhe St endal
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The Westﬁarn Prelacv of tlle Armenian llll Qtnlln l}hurcll
Tlle’ Im_:stam Diocese of the Armenian ﬂlltl§lllllc Church
. _ Armenian Catholic Exarchate- . 3
nrmeman Euanuellcal llmm[foi Hnrlnlﬁn :ii:a J

DONATION: $ 50/ $ 35 ¢ STI.IDENTS: FREE with ID

FOR TICKET RESERVATIONS CONTACT:
Dr. Garbis Der Yeghiayan - mashdots@aol.com - (818) 523-3353
Rev. Joe Matossian - joe@mateossians.net - (818) 384-6885
Hagop Hovanesyan - h.hovanesyan@gmail.com - (818) 590-8668

itsmyseat.com e (818) 538-4911

Unique market * (818) 945-5774

Berj bookstore « (818) 244-3830

GA 91 205

Perfume & Gift Gallery » (818) 502-1825
Sardarabad bookstore = (818) 500-0790
Sis Bakery (N. Hollywood) » (818) 760-7520
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