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Uwjhubwh IGpnuwdwpnbpnila 6o Unwohl
Swhpwwbwnniptiwb 100-UdGwyhG Unpht

1918-h Uwjhu wdiuntl, 8tnwuwwlniptGtd dwquwuwnipé
wqwwuwé hwjy dnnnynipnh  ptynpbGGpp dwh no yGhwg Yrhibbn
unbghG pppwlwh GEpfunidnn pwGwlyGbpnil nkd, npnGp hwuwé tha
GpGLwlh nrGGpp, uywnrbwiny plGwohlby pGLG hwjniptwh
ulwgnpnwgp:

Uwpnwpwwwwh, Pw? Uywpwbh Gu Qwpwphihuth datp
hwjwlywh qopptipp hGpnuwywld nhdwnpnipbwdp ny dhwyh
Jwubignight p2Gwdh jwnwofuwnwgpp wjl, hwlwjwpdwlyntdh
wGglbiny Jwonnbgwl wqwuwwqnpb| hwjptlGh hnnbpnt Oty
wpbinp dwup Gu wwpunwnpbp pppwlwb qgopptinnild nhdbnt
thwiuntuwnh:

Ujn pwfuinnnpny optipnih 3wy dnnnynipnp gnigwpbiptig wgqujhb
Uhwulwlwbniptwb qbpwquwbg ngh, npnt wpnhtbpp Gnwe wyG, nn
600 wmwphbGtpne unpynipbGt Gnp hwyniphibp YyGpwywbqlbtig hp
whbwmwlwbniphtd hp ywwndwywb hnnbpne dty dwuhO ypwy:

Uju optipnib waqqnyhb yp Gp6Gp Uwjhubwb IGpnuwdwnpuintinnil
Gt wnwohl Iwlpwwbwunnipbwb 100-wibwybtpp Iwjwuwnwbh Gty
whnwywh dwowmwpny, huly uthhirph wnwpwéphlt wiwlnwlw
Yntuwygniphebbbipnt wllwpuwntwy hwdwgnpéwlgnipbwdp:
UGOGwfuwntw Ypubtibp, pwbh np wGglnn nwulbwdibwybtnnib
Swjwuinwbh wnwohl hwlpwwbwnnipbwb wmolwywwnwnniphtGGbpp
skth wpdwlwgwéd dhwulwywb pblywdwb: 1918-h  Uwjhuh 28-hG
hnswyniwé wllywfuniptwb pniwwlp twubwdbwybbp 2wnpnilwy
Gnwé b wikOth fuGnpwywpnyg hwpgp nu uthhieph dte  gnjniphtl
ntobgwdé wwnwyunnudbbpne gqfuwinp wgnwyGbptld dpG:  Ujuon
jwunpwhwpniwdé GG YGpwwwhniphtGGbpp, pwlnniwé GO
wphGunwlwb wywwbt06pp  Gu pun wpdwbinyt Yp GpLGp dbp
wwwintpbwh dtp wayhrbwnwpdwihla Gowbwyniphtb ntGtignn wju
woltnp, npnGg 2Gnphpht GGp dnnnynipnp Ywpnnwgwt YyGpwwnphy,
gnjwwnbiit] nt wnnigbp hp Gpyhpp hwulbint hwdwnp wjuonniLwy
OnpwOlwiu Swjwuwnwbh hpwlwbnipbwG:

fuhuin ndntwphl Wwjdwbbtpne nwy 6Gniln wnwd Unwohl
Swlpwwbwnniphtlp niGbGgwr Gpynt nmwnpniw) Jupdwunbe Yowhbp
dp, npnt qUwhwwwlwbb nt wpdbGinpnidp Ywwwpwdéd GO
wwwniwpwabbpp nt nmwywehG Yp 2wpnibwybb Yunwpbp dhGsk
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wjuon: UGnp jwonpnwdé unphpnwihl Iwjwuwnwbp hp 70 wiobwy
gnntptiwl pGpwgphl, hwlwnwy hp pwgnid pbpniphiGGGpnda,
Rwj dnnnynipnhl wwpqbittg fuwnwnniptiwl GL wwywhnynipbw
2nowl dp, npnbg 20nphpt wb Ywpnnwgwt wwphy quppolph 2powl
Op Jwwnlwwtu dwynjph, qpuwywbnipbwl, pwpdp wpnibunph no
2hGwpwpniptiwl  plwquwiwnbtpth GGpu, npnbg pwpphb Ep Gwbi
1968 pniwlwlhlG Ywnnigniwéd Uwpnwpwwwwnh hGpnuwdwnpunhp
jnLwynpnnl nu hwdwhpp:

1991 pniwlwlh UGwwnbGdptphG, lunphpnwjhG Uhnipbw(
(ntSwpnidtb Guip 6Gniln wnwé Gppnpn G GnpwGlywiu Iwjwuwnwbp
2wpnibwyniphebl £ Gufunpn GpyniphG: Ujdd, dGp nownpnephilp
wkwp £ YbnpnGwlw) wjuopniw) IwjwuwnmwbhG Ypwy: UGnp
hqopwgntip ntL dnnnynipnh pwpowiwdnitip dhwly qpuiwlwhb kE okp
wqgah gnjnipbiwb Gr jwnwonhdnipbwa:

hOswtu wOgbw] nwpwuyhqphb, wjuop Gru Iwjwunnwbh
GUwwndwdp pppwlywl p2Gwiwlwb YybpwptpdntGpp Yp zwpnibGwynep
thwytnd Gpynt GpyhpGtpnia dheobic uwhdwlp nL Gwbe pwow|bptiny
Muwpnth hp waqqwyhgbbpnih d0wyntd ywunbpwqiwlwb yhdwyh oty
wwhbnt oGp Gpyph uwhdwGGtpp:

Uwpnwpwwwuwnh nght JbppGdninniigwr OGwbr  Upgwjubw
wquwwnwdiwpunh nwwbnnil ypwj nt hwy dnnnynipnp Yupnnwguwt
wquwuwaqnt)] GwbL hp hwyptGhptl dwu Op Gru:

dbnpoht hwphipwibwyh pGpwgphl Uwjhu wihup 3w
dnnnynipnhl hwdwp hwlnhuwgwtr jwnpwlwlybGbpne wihu:
Uwpnwpwwwuwbwl swwwnwdwpunbbpne junpwlwlybbpp,
Swjwunwbh wrnwohlt hwlpwwbwunnipbwl hnswlnitdp, Gniphh
wqwuwwagnpntdp, pnpnpb w hpwlwOwgwdé GG Uwjhu wihubbpnt
pGpwgphb: Uyu wmwnpniw) Uwjhu wihup Gru GQwlbwinpniigwt
Swjwuwnwbh 0t9 wmbnh niGGgwéd dnnnypnwjhl juwnwn
janwihnfunipbwl junpwGwyny:

Wuop, LAN Iwjwunwbh hnJwbhhG rwy waqqnyhl Yp GGGp
UwjhutiwO hGpnuwdwpwnbpnib 6o Unwohb Iwbpwwbinnipbwb 100-
wibwyp wwwaquwjihl GHuwniwdp hwioplnhwbnip jwiwwnbunipbw
nt Juinnwhniptiwl dplninpuinh dp GGppbL, np dtGp wqahl yp fununnwbwy
Gnpwlnp UU3PUBUL 3UNGULULLEN:
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PM Pashinian Insists on Snap Elections

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinian said on Mon-
day that he remains determined to
force fresh parliamentary elections in
Armenia.

“As I have said, pre-term elec-
tions are a priority for us,” Pashinian
told reporters after he and the newly
appointed members of his cabinet took
the oath of office at a ceremony led by
President Armen Sarkissian.

“But it doesn’t mean that this is
the only issue that we must solve,” he
said. “The government has to function
normally and it has and will have long-
term programs. One thing doesn’t con-
tradict the other.”

“After all, this government will
also be taking part in the pre-term
parliamentary elections. In what for-
mat? That’s adifferentissue,” he added.

Pashinian called for such elec-
tions immediately after tens of thou-
sands of his supporters demonstrating
in the streets of Yerevan forced Prime
Minister and former President Serzh
Sarkisian to resign on April 23. He said
last week that he expects the polls to be
held later this year.

Pashinian is backed by the three

minority factions in the Armenian gov-
ernment that have received ministerial

portfolios in his government.
Sarkisian’s Republican Party of Arme-
nia (HHK) still holds a majority of seats
in the National Assembly, putting it in
aposition to block government bills or
even initiate a vote of no confidence in
the cabinet.

The HHK’s parliamentary lead-
ers have spoken out against the idea of
snap elections. They may also oppose
major amendments to the Armenian
Electoral Code sought by Pashinian
and his political allies.

Pashinian made clear on Monday
that his political team will draft such
amendments before the end of June.
He also signaled that it will be seeking
personnel changes in the country’s
Central Election Commission (CEC)
which was formed by the previous
government.

Under the Armenian constitution,
fresh general elections will have to be
called if the prime minister resigns and
the parliament twice fails to elect a
new premier or if the government’s
policy program is not approved by
most lawmakers.

Secretary of State Pompeo Ready to Review
the Issue of Armenian Genocide Recognition

WASHINGTON, D.C. — During
Thursday's House Foreign Affairs
Committee hearing on the State
Department’s Budget, Operations,
andPolicy Priorities with U.S. Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo, Congress-
men David Cicilline (D-RI) and Brad
Sherman (D-CA) both raised the sub-
ject of the Armenian Genocide.

Senior Member of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee Rep.
Sherman suggested that the Depart-
ment of State be neutral as Congress
takes up the issue of remembering the
Armenian Genocide. “I hope the State
Department would at least be neutral
should Congress consider —as we are
considering [H. Res. 220] — the re-
membrance of the millions of Arme-
nian, Greek, Assyrian, Chaldean, and
Syriac victims of the Ottoman Empire
at the beginning of the last century,”
Rep. Sherman said.

Introduced by Congressional
Caucus on Armenian Issues Co-Chair
Representative Dave Trott (R-MI),
H.Res. 220 reaffirms the Armenian
Genocide and draws on relevant les-

Continued on page4

Armenia Ready For Renewed Talks
With Azerbaijan

YEREVAN -- Armenia stands
ready to resume peace talks with
Azerbaijan without preconditions af-
ter its new Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian’s calls for Nagorno-
Karabakh’s direct involvement in
them, the Foreign Ministry in Yerevan
said on Tuesday.

“It’s not that we are refusing
negotiations,” the ministry spokesman,
Tigran Balayan, told reporters. “As a
guarantor of Karabakh’s security, Ar-
menia will continue negotiations and
say at the same time that Artsakh’s
direct participation in them is a neces-
sary condition for achieving a lasting
and balanced peace.”

During a May 9 visit to Stepa-
nakert, Pashinian criticized Baku’s re-
fusal to directly negotiate with
Karabakh’s ethnic Armenian leadership.
“This negotiation format cannot be con-
sidered full-fledged until one of the
parties to the conflict, the leadership of
Artsakh (Karabakh), participates in it,”
he said.

The Azerbaijani government re-
jected Pashinian’s calls, accusing
Yerevan of creating an additional hurdle
to reviving the peace process.

Balayan insisted that the premier’s

statement is not a precondition for
Yerevan’s renewed contacts with
Baku.“Our insistence on Artsakh’s par-
ticipation [in Armenian-Azerbaijani
talks] is not something new,” he said.
“We have for years said and will con-
tinue to say that. It’s just that the
realities have now changed ... which
presupposes Artsakh’s greater involve-
ment in the negotiation process.”
“Karabakh isinvolved in negotia-
tions in one way or another ... The
problem is that Azerbaijan has for years
refused to directly negotiate with
Karabakh,” added the official.
Balayan also said that the U.S.,
Russian and French mediators co-head-
ing the OSCE Minsk Group may visit
Yerevan next month for what will be
their first meeting with Pashinian.
Themediatorsmetwith Azerbaijan’s
Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarovin
Paris on May 15. Inajoint statement, they
said they discussed with him “modalities
for moving the peace process forward.”
“Minister Mammadyarov ex-
pressed Azerbaijan's readiness to re-
sume active negotiations as soon as
possible,” read the statement. “The
Co-Chairs expect to meet with the new
Armenian leadership in June.”

Armenian Military Warns Azerbaijani Troops
Against Provocative Actions
on Nakhichevan Border

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — The
Armenian military warned Azerbaijani
forces against trying to advance to-
wards Armenia’s border after an
Azerbaijani soldier was shot dead there
on Sunday.

The soldier, Adil Tatarov, was
reportedly killed by Armenian troops
guarding the border with Azerbaijan’s
Nakhichevan exclave. The Azerbaijani
Foreign Ministry accused Yerevan of
escalating tensions in the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict zone “instead of
holding meetings” with international
mediators.

The Armenian Defense Minis-

try blamed the fatal shooting on “pro-
vocative” actions which it said have
been taken Azerbaijani troops at some
sections of the Armenian-Azerbaijani
frontier in recent weeks. The minis-
try spokesman, Artsrun Hovannisian,
said they have been “conducting ac-
tive engineering works for the pur-
pose of improving and advancing
their positions.”

“The armed forces of Armenia
have periodically, including in the last
several days, warned the commanders
of Azerbaijani forces deployed on the

Continued on page4
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Armenian, Russian FMs Discuss
Bilateral, Regional Agenda

YEREVAN -- On May 23, at the
initiative of the Armenian side, Foreign

Minister of Armenia Zohrab
Mnatsakanyan had a telephone con-
versation with Sergei Lavrov, Foreign
Minister of the Russian Federation.

Ministers congratulated each
other on appointment and reappoint-
ment as Foreign Ministers, reiterating
their interest in continuing the en-
hancement and deepening of the allied
relations between Armenia and Russia.

During telephone conversation
the sides highlighted the importance of
the substantive dialogue between Nikol
Pashinyan, Prime Minister of Armenia
and Vladimir Putin, the President of
the Russian Federation in Sochi on
May 14.

Ministers discussed a number of
issues related to cooperation in both
bilateral and multilateral formats, as
well as regional and international is-

sues.

Zohrab Mnatsakanyan accepted
the invitation of Sergey Lavrov to visit
Moscow in the near future to hold a
more detailed discussion on the Arme-
nian-Russian agenda and further ad-
vance the relations.

Foreign Minister highly appreci-
ated the efforts of Russia, as well as
other OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chair
countries - France and the United States,
aimed at the peaceful settlement of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

In this context, Zohrab
Mnatsakanyan reaffirmed Armenia's
commitment to the exclusively peace-
ful settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict within the framework of the
OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairmanship.

He underlined that for the suc-
cess of the process it is important to
ensure an environment conducive to
peace.

New Armenian Government to Continue
IMF-Backed Reforms

[

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinian’s cabinet will carry on
with structural reforms that were
launched by the previous Armenian
government and approved by the In-
ternational Monetary Fund, Finance
Minister Atom Janjughazian said on
Tuesday.

Janjughazian met with the head
of the IMF office in Yerevan, Yulia
Ustyugova, for the first time since
being appointed as minister ten days
ago. The Armenian Finance Ministry
said they reviewed ongoing IMF-ap-
proved programs relating to taxation
and state budgeting policy.

“Atom Janjughazian assured her
that the government of Armenia is
committed to bringing all joint pro-
grams and initiatives to a logical con-
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clusion,” read a ministry statement.
“The minister highly appraised con-
tinuing cooperation with the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and stressed the
importance of expanding and strength-
ening it.”

The IMF has praised the previ-
ous government’s efforts to strengthen
fiscal discipline through sizable in-
creases in tax revenue and budgetary
cost saving. Armenia’s state budget
deficit shrank from at least 5.2 percent
of GDP in 2016 to 3.3 percent in 2017,
according to the Finance Ministry.

A senior IMF official, Hossein
Samiei, indicated the fund’s readiness
to allocate a fresh loan to Armenia at
the end of a two-week visit to Yerevan
in late March. Samiei met with then
Prime Minister Karen Karapetian,
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Investigation Launched Against Garo Paylan
for “Insulting Turkey”

ANKARA (Al-Monitor) — Turk-
ish prosecutors are seeking to lift the
parliamentary immunity of Istanbul-
Armenian lawmaker Garo Paylan in
order to prosecute and potentially jail
him, marking a further escalation of
the government’s assault on free ex-
pression.

Prosecutors in Ankara have in-
voked Article 301, which criminalizes
insulting the Turkish nation, and Ar-
ticle 299, which penalizes insulting the
Turkish president, against Garo Paylan
of the Peoples’ Democratic Party
(HDP), the largest pro-Kurdish bloc in
the Turkish parliament.

They were said to be acting on a
criminal complaint filed in May 2017
by Turkish academic Aygun Attar and
approved for further action by the
Justice Ministry in December. Attar
was reportedly protesting Paylan’s
depiction of the mass slaughter of
more than amillion Ottoman Armenians
in 1915 as a genocide in separate com-
ments to the parliament and in an inter-
view with the Armenian-Canadian pub-
lication Horizon Weekly, among others.
Paylan’s critical remarks concerning
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s recent alliance with far-right
leader Devlet Bahceli and the ensuing
crackdown on the media and civil soci-
ety were likewise deemed to be insulting
to the office of the president.

Nine HDP lawmakers, including
the party’s presidential candidate
Selahattin Demirtas, are currently in
jail facing a cocktail of terror charges
together with hundreds of other party
officials. But the accusations against
Paylan stand out. The government has
prosecuted tens of thousands of al-
leged operatives of the religious cult
led by Fethullah Gulen, the Pennsylva-
nia-based Sunni preacher who is ac-
cused of masterminding the failed July
2016 coup. Countless others said to be
associated with the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers Party, including HDP offi-
cials, have been rounded up in the
thousands on similar terror charges.
But prosecutors had largely steered
clear of Article 301, which was com-
monly used in the past against those
who dared to call the orgy of bloodlet-
ting in 1915 a genocide.

Article 301°s targets include re-
nowned Turkish novelist Orhan Pamuk
and Istanbul-Armenian news editor

Hrant Dink, who was gunned down
outside the office of his AGOS news-
paper in January 2007 by an ultrana-
tionalist youth said to be acting under
the orders of rogue security officials.
His murder proved a turning point,
opening up nationwide debate on the
genocide at a time when Erdogan’s
ruling Justice and Development Party
(AKP) was still in reformist gear and
ready to sign a now frozen peace deal
with neighboring Armenia.

“The charges against me are not
a surprise; the climate has changed
and there were several clear signs of
this,” Paylan told Al-Monitor. “I spoke
about the genocide many times in the
past, but AKP members in the parlia-
mentdidn’tblink. It was only Bahceli’s
people who protested,” he recalled.
Then in January 2017, Paylan, who
has been a deputy since 2015, was
temporarily banned from parliamen-
tary sessions for broaching the subject
of the wholesale killings not only of
ethnic Armenians but of Assyrians,
Greeks and Jews who were “lost” and
“driven from these lands in large mas-
sacres [and] genocides.”

Undettered, Paylan pressed for
formal recognition of the genocide and
the establishment of a commission to
investigate the events leadingup to itin
a bill he submitted last month. It was
rejected.

The move against Paylan has
sparked rebukes from the European
Union. Kati Piri, the Turkey rapporteur
of the European Parliament called the
case “unacceptable.” She told Al-Moni-
tor, “This latest incident is a new front in
the attack against fundamental rights in
Turkey. Ifeven elected parliamentarians
cannot express their opinions, where
does this leave ordinary citizens?”

Janjughazian’s predecessor Vartan
Aramian and other senior Armenian
officials. An IMF statement said they
held “productive discussions” on the
government’s economic policies.
Janjughazian, 47, is one of the
most experienced technocratic mem-
bers of the new Armenian cabinet. He
served as a deputy finance minister

and head of the Armenian state trea-
sury for nearly two decades preceding
his ministerial appointment.
Pashinian’s cabinet is expected
to submit a comprehensive policy pro-
gram to the parliament next month. So
far it has signaled no plans to revise the
state budget for this year which was
drafted by Karapetian’s government.
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Dr. Nerses Kopalyan Presents “An Analysis
of Social Development in Today’s Armenia”

GLENDALE — On Thursday,
May 17, 2018, the AGBU Western
District Committee along with the Glen-
dale Library, Arts & Culture and the
Social Democrat Hunchakian Party,
Western USA Region, organized a dis-
cussion, “An Analysis of Social Devel-
opment in Today’s Armenia” at the
Downtown Central Library. Close to
100 community members attended the
hugely successful evening and engaged
in a productive and educational con-
versation about the current reforms
due to the recent regime change in
Armenia.

The evening began with a short
introduction by Mihran Toumajian,
Western Region Director, Armenian
Assembly of America. Mr. Toumajian
welcomed the guests and introduced
the speaker of the evening, AGBU
WDC Las Vegas Chapter Vice Chair
and professor-in-residence of Political
Science at the University of Nevada,
Las Vegas, Dr. Nerses Kopalyan. The
one on one discussion, moderated by
Mr. Toumajian, focused on the con-
flict between the loss of political legiti-
macy and constitutional legality, and

geopolitical traps and how to refrain
from them. Attendees were given the
opportunity to ask questions at the end
of the discussion, which was moder-
ated by Elizabeth Grigorian, Armenian
Outreach Coordinator for Downtown
Glendale Library.

Reflecting on the ongoing
changes in Armenia, Dr. Kopalyan
noted that “The important reforms that
need to happen in Armenia are in the
education, employment and healthcare
sectors.”

With the growing numbers of
diasporan youth taking interest in the
changes taking place in Armenia, the
discussion was timely and necessary
in educating the audience on the cur-
rent state of today’s Armenia and its
implications.

“We are very proud to have a
subject matter expert such as Dr.
Nerses Kopalyan in the AGBU family.
The discussion and analysis were poi-
gnant and compelling. With this event
we hoped to educate the community
on the current affairs in Armenia and I
believe we succeeded,” expressed
AGBU WDC Chair, Talin Yacoubian.

Diaspora-Armenian Doctors Ready to
Implement Different Programs in Armenia

YEREVAN (ARMENPRESS) --
Healthcare minister Arsen Torosyan
received President of the Armenian
Medical International Committee
(AMIC) Vicken Sepilian. During the
meeting issues of mutual interest were
discussed.

The AMIC President emphasized
the interest of Diaspora-Armenian
doctors towards the system changes
in Armenia and the readiness to present
new healthcare programs.

“Many Diaspora-Armenian spe-
cialists included in the Committee with
hundreds of members are ready to
present different projects, programs
in Armenia, therefore, there is a need
to jointly coordinate them. We expect
the ministry’s guide on this matter
aimed at implementing them more ef-
fectively and purposefully. The door is
open for new ties”, the AMIC Presi-
dent said.

The healthcare minister agreed
with this view and stated: “In fact it’s
a major problem when the same pro-
grams are being implemented by dif-
ferent organizations. Therefore, it’s
necessary to combine the steps, per-
haps including the NGOs of the field”.

Outlining the steps for2018-2019,
Vicken Sepilian informed that confer-
ences, meetings of healthcare NGOs
will be organized in several Diaspora
communities and asked to participate
in them if possible.

Minister Torosyan expressed
readiness to discuss various projects
relating to the field, as well as issues
relating to the organization ofthe AMIC
congress in Yerevan in 2019.

The Committee hopes that the
minister will have his contribution to
exchange of experience of the Diaspora
and Armenian doctors, implementa-
tion of new programs and right assess-
ment of needs.

May 26, 2018

Turkish Scholars Studying Genocide Archives
‘Outnumber Armenians’ — Hilmar Kaiser

YEREVAN (Tert.am) -- The
Turkish scholars conducting re-
search into Armenian Genocide ar-
chives essentially outnumber their
Armenian counterparts, according to
Hilmar Kaiser, a German historian
specializing in genocide studies.

At a news conference in
Yerevan, the researcher noted that
discussions addressing the topic have
now increasingly moved from the
scientific to political circles.

“What we learn from the Otto-
man-era records available to us is
that an estimated 1,400,000 people
were annihilated in Turkey,” he said,
describing the atrocities as a total
extermination of Armenians.

“In 2014, I published a Turk-
ish Interior Ministry order — con-
cerning the Armenian massacres.
Those documents, available in
Turkish, as well as German, En-
glish and why not also the Arme-
nian, provide factual evidence on
the killing of Armenians.

“What the different archives
present is not absolutely different
stories about the same thing, but
rather - something which has really
happened,” he added.

The historian said he regrets
that less Armenian historians are ac-
tively researching the topic.

“More Turkish scholars and
[post-graduate] researchers work-
ing for doctor’s degree study the
Armenian Genocide issue compared
to Armenians. Also, Istanbul hosts
more public events affirming the fact
of Genocide,” he added.

Mr Kaiser agreed that the schol-
arly circles in Yerevan do consider-

able work to probe into the Genocide
archives but said he does not con-
sider their efforts enough to raise a
full awareness of the issue. The his-
torian said he is hopeful that the
recent Velvet Revolution in Armenia
will change attitudes also to that is-
sue.

Meantime stressed the impor-
tance of translating the available
records into foreign languages, es-
pecially Turkish and English. “We
will be able in that case to push the
Turkish society to studying their own
history,” he said, expressing further
a firm belief that such efforts will
help simultaneously combat Turkey’s
policy of denial.

Kaiser said he would recom-
mend Armenian historians to turn
spotlight also on the Turkish archives
(which he said are open to study).

“I don’t think it is good at all
that there isn't any Turkish literature
center in Armenia to collect and study
all the scientific endeavors,” he said,
calling a strong attention particularly
to anti-denial efforts.

Australia’s Ryde City Supports
Artsakh’s Independence

The Australian Ryde City Coun-
cil on Tuesday unanimously adopted a
resolution supporting the independence
of the Republic of Artsakh.

The City Council called on the
central government to officially rec-
ognize the independence of the Repub-
lic of Artsakh and strengthen Australia’s
relationship with Artsakh and its citi-
zens, the Artsakh Foreign Ministry
said in a statement.

The Resolution reads:

1. That Ryde City Council notes
that 2018 marks the thirtieth anniver-
sary of the start of the Artsakh Libera-
tion movement, which led to the 1991
declaration of independence of the
Republic of Artsakh (previously
Nagorno Karabakh).

2. That Ryde City Council:

(a) Acknowledges the importance
of the basic human right to self-deter-
mination and a free and a democratic
society;

(b) Recognises the right to self-
determination of all peoples including
those of the Republic of Artsakh;

(c) Notes the Republic of
Artsakh’s sustained efforts towards
creating a free and democratic society
through the use of legitimate parlia-
mentary elections and its continued
efforts to develop a responsible gov-

ernment;

(d) Supports and encourages the
Republic of Artsakh’s involvement
within the international community and
further encourages its engagement with
the international community to reach a
solution to the existing regional prob-
lems to establish peace and stability;

(e) Encourages peaceful relations
and the continued promotion of hu-
manitarian and economic support for
the people of the Republic of Artsakh;
and

(f) Calls on the Commonwealth
Government to officially recognise the
independence of the Republic of
Artsakh and strengthen Australia’s re-
lationship with the Republic of Artsakh
and its citizens.
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Armenian American Museum Announces
Major Community-Wide Events

May 26, 2018

Merdinian School’s 36" Anniversary Banquet
Honors Dr. John and Mrs. Mary Kassabian

GLENDALE - The Armenian
American Museum Governing Board
has announced three major commu-
nity-wide events following Glendale
City Council’s historic approval in-
cluding Museum Day on August 5th,
Telethon on September 9th, and Gala
Banquet on December 9th.

The Armenian American Museum
is a landmark project governed under
the united leadership of ten leading
Armenian American cultural, philan-
thropic, and religious non-profit insti-
tutions. In April 2018, the Glendale
City Council agreed to negotiate the
final Ground Lease Agreement for the
Museum’s Downtown Glendale site
with a lease term of up to 95 years at
$1 peryear, marking a major milestone
for the project.

“We are excited to announce the
Armenian American Museum’s up-
coming community-wide events and
urge our community members to mark
their calendars and participate to cel-
ebrate and support the project,” stated
Museum Executive Committee Chair-
man Berdj Karapetian.

The following community-wide
events have been scheduled:

Museum Day — Sunday, August
5, 2018

The Armenian American Museum
Day will bring together hundreds of
community members for a special cer-
emony and celebration to mark the
historic day at the future site of the
cultural and educational center in
Downtown Glendale’s Central Park.

Telethon — Sunday, September
9,2018

The Telethon will be live broad-
casted from Los Angeles and streamed
online worldwide to educate the public
on the Armenian American Museum
and raise awareness for the historic

project. Proceeds will benefit the con-
struction of the Museum.

Gala Banquet — Sunday, Decem-
ber 9, 2018

The Gala Banquet at the presti-
gious Ray Dolby Ballroom in Holly-
wood will be the signature event of the
year for the Armenian American Mu-
seum. The inaugural event will bring
together donors, supporters, public
officials, and community leaders for a
memorable evening to celebrate and
support the landmark project.

HH

About Armenian American Mu-
seum

The Armenian American Museum
isadeveloping projectin Glendale, CA
with a mission to promote understand-
ing and appreciation of America’s eth-
nic and cultural diversity by sharing
the Armenian American experience.
When completed, it will serve as a
cultural campus that enriches the com-
munity, educates the public on the
Armenian American story, and em-
powers individuals to embrace cultural
diversity and speak out against preju-
dice.

The governing board of the Ar-
menian American Museum consists of
representatives from the following ten
Armenian American institutions and
organizations: Armenian Catholic
Eparchy, Armenian Cultural Founda-
tion, Armenian Evangelical Union of
North America, Armenian General Be-
nevolent Union — Western District,
Armenian Missionary Association of
America, Armenian Relief Society —
Western USA, Nor Or Charitable Foun-
dation, Nor Serount Cultural Associa-
tion, Western Diocese of the Armenian
Church of North America, and West-
ern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church.

Armenian Military Warns Azerbaijani Troops

Continued from page 1

border with Armenia that this and
other provocative actions cause
shootouts and could lead to undesir-
able losses,” Hovannisian wrote on
Facebook. Such actions “cannot stay
unanswered,” he said.

Armenia’s newly appointed De-
fense Minister Davit Tonoyan and For-
eign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian
jointly visited some of the Armenian
army posts on the Nakhichevan border
on May 18. According to his press
office, Tonoyan told troops serving

there to “strictly thwart any adventure
by the enemy.”

The two ministers inspected the
troops two days after Azerbaijan’s
President [lham Aliyev visited Nakhi-
chevan and touted an Azerbaijani mili-
tary buildup carried out there in re-
cent years. “Long-range missiles de-
ployed in Nakhichevan can destroy
any military target of the enemy,”
Aliyev said.

Armenia’s capital Yerevan is
located roughly 70 kilometers north-
west of the nearest section of the
Nakhichevan border.

On Sunday, May 6, 2018, friends
and supporters of the C & E Merdinian
Armenian Evangelical School gathered
at Vertigo Hall in Glendale, CA to
celebrate the School’s 36™ Anniver-
sary Banquet.

After the welcoming remarks of
the Banquet Co-Chair Rita Meneshian,
MC Diana Mangioglu Nazarian invited
Rev. Dr. Vartkes Kassouni, former
Minister of the United Armenian Con-
gregational Church and one of the
pioneers of Merdinian School, for the
invocation. Following the national an-
thems of the United States and Arme-
nia, sung by a group of Merdinian
students, Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, Presi-
dent of the Armenian Missionary As-
sociation of America (AMAA), deliv-
ered greetings from the AMAA and
once again reassured the Association’s
continued support for the School.

Before inviting Principal Lina
Arslanian to deliver her remarks, Mrs.
Nazarian acknowledged the outstand-
ing Armenian, Christian-based educa-
tion provided by Merdinian School and
praised the Principal and the teachers
for their devotion. Mrs. Arslanian then
shared some of the School’s achieve-
ments and announced the School
Board’s decision to offer Armenian
language instruction in both the East-
ern and Western Armenian dialects
beginning with the nextacademic year.

Alidz Agbabian, a gifted story-
teller, entertained the guests by telling
the folk tale of the legendary Gor who
was one of the heroes of ancient Ar-
menian legends.

After a delicious dinner, talented
vocalist Anna Boyrazian entertained

the guests with her beautiful voice,
offering a selection of Armenian and
classical songs. Dr. Vahe Nalbandian,
Chairman ofthe School Board, greeted
the guests and expressed his apprecia-
tion to the Co-Chairs Rita Meneshian
and Louisa Janbazian, and members of
the Banquet Committee. Dr. Nalbandian
then introduced the Honorees, Dr. John
and Mrs. Mary Kassabian, and thanked
them for their many years of support,
friendship and hospitality. Over the
years, the Kassabians hosted many
Merdinian School fundraising events
at their beautiful home in Pasadena. A
gift and a certificate of recognition
were presented to the Kassabians as a
small token of appreciation.

Merdinian School PTO Treasurer
Tamar Poladian-Perron presented a
check for $20,000 to the School. Like-
wise, the Women’s Auxiliary Co-
Chairs, Ani Hanessian and Louisa
Janbazian, presented the School with a
check for $20,000 in support of the
School’s scholarship program.

The enjoyable evening concluded
with a closing prayer by Pastor Harut
Khachatryan, Youth Pastor of United
Armenian Congregational Church.

The C & E Merdinian Armenian
Evangelical School is the only Arme-
nian Evangelical School in the United
States. The School offers a broad-
based curriculum that fosters academic
excellence, high moral values, and
spiritual enrichment in the Armenian
Evangelical tradition. The School
strives to create a safe and nurturing
environment where every student re-
ceives personal attention to become a
successful and responsible individual.

Secretary of State Pompeo Ready to Review

Continued frompage 1

sons from past genocides “in seeking
to prevent war crimes, crimes against
humanity, and genocide against reli-
gious and ethnic groups in the Middle
East.” Last month, during the Arme-
nian Genocide Commemoration on
Capitol Hill, Rep. Trott announced that
he requested H.Res. 220 be scheduled
for a vote before heretires at the end of
this Congress.

During his questioning, Rep.
Cicilline asked: “Will you, as Secretary
of State, do what so many other Secre-
taries of State have not, and recognize
the Genocide perpetrated by the Otto-
man Empire against its Armenian citi-

zens during World War 1, yes or no?”

In response, Secretary Pompeo
indicated that he “will review the issue.”

Whileserving in Congressin 2016,
then-Representative Pompeo (R-KS)
supported H.Con.Res. 75, “Express-
ing the sense of Congress that the
atrocities perpetrated by ISIL against
religious and ethnic minorities in Iraq
and Syria include war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and genocide.” He
also voted in favor of H.R. 115, the
“Frank R. WolfInternational Religious
Freedom Act.” The legislation sought
“to strengthen investigations, report-
ing, and monitoring of religious free-
dom violations, including genocide per-
petrated against religious minorities.”
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EXCLUSIVE EXHIBIT OF PAINTINGS
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 818.445.0094
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