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Armenian Parliament Approves New Government Program

YEREVAN — In what amounted
to a vote of confidence, the National
Assembly approved last Thursday the
new Armenian government’s compre-
hensive policy program which calls
for fresh parliamentary elections, tough
anti-corruption measures and sweep-
ing reforms.

The 26-page program was backed
by 62 votes to 39 following a debate
during which Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian was strongly criticized by

deputies representing the former rul-
ing Republican Party of Armenia (HHK).

The HHK, which is headed by
former President and Prime Minister
Serzh Sarkisian, still has the largest
parliamentary faction despite having
narrowly lost its absolute majority in
the 105-seat legislature after a series
of defections from its ranks.

The vast majority of the remain-
ing 52 HHK deputies voted against the

Armenia Commited to Strengthen Allied
Relations with Russia

MOSCOW -- Russia’s Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov praised the
current state of Russian-Armenian re-
lations after holding what he described
as “good” talks with his new Armenian
counterpart Zohrab Mnatsakanian in
Moscow last week.

“We held good, constructive and
trustworthy negotiations in the spirit
of allied relations binding our states,”
Lavrov told a joint news briefing fol-
lowing the meeting.

“I would like to express my sat-
isfaction with the results of the nego-
tiations which I am sure will contrib-
ute to the further advancement of al-
lied relations between Russia and Ar-
menia,” he said.

Lavrov said he and Mnatsakanian
discussed, among other things, com-
mercial ties between their nations.
“Russia remains Armenia’s leading

[trading] partner,” he said. “Our trade
grew by 30 percent last year. This
positive dynamic continued into this
year. Growth [in bilateral trade] reached
nearly 40 percent in the first quarter.”

“We closely cooperate and coor-
dinate our actions in the international
arena,” added the chief Russian diplo-
mat.

“Our relations really have a quite
strong foundation,” Mnatsakanian said,
for his part. He reaffirmed the new
Armenian government’s stated com-
mitment to deepening them further.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian
has repeatedly said in recent weeks
that he will not pull Armenia out of the
Eurasian Economic Union and the Col-
lective Security Treaty Organization
despite his criticism of the two Rus-

Continued on page 2

government program. Still, the party
leadership made sure that other mem-
bers of its faction back the document.
The faction leader, Vahram
Baghdasarian, said just before the vote
that the HHK does not want to “ob-
struct the work of the government.”

The government program’s re-
jection by the parliament would have
led to pre-term general elections early
next month.

The program says that the cur-
rent National Assembly “does not re-
flect the real political mood of the
people of Armenia” in the wake of a
democratic revolution that brought
down the country’s previous, HHK-
led government this spring. It says
“truly free, fair and democratic elec-
tions” must therefore be held “within
one year at the latest.”

Shortly after being elected prime
minister on May 8, Pashinian predicted
that such polls will likely be held by the
end of this year. His government’s
plan of actions suggests that he may be
ready to wait until next spring.

In an hour-long introductory
speech delivered in the parliament,
Pashinian said his political team would
greatly benefit from the early conduct
of the elections but is ready to delay
them by several months so that other
political forces have more time to pre-
pare for them. He also cited the need to
enact major amendments to Armenia’s
Electoral Code.

The popular premier, who led the
recent protest movement, declined to
specify possible election dates.

The program approved by law-

Continued on page4

Artsakh President
Says Will Not Seek
Reelection in 2020

STEPANAKERT (RFE/RL) --
Artsakh president Bako Sahakian, an-
nounced on Monday that he will not
again seek reelection when his current
term in office ends in 2020.

Sahakian controversially extended
his decade-long rule after Karabakh
enacted a new constitution in a refer-
endum held in February 2017. The
new constitution calls for the Arme-
nian-populated region’s transition by
2020 to a fully presidential system of
government.

The authorities in Stepanakert
said that this change will put Karabakh
in a better position to cope with the
unresolved conflict with Azerbaijan.
Their opponents insisted, however,
that Sahakian is simply keen to hold on
to power.

In July, the Karabakh parliament
voted to allow Sahakian to remain in
power during the three-year “transi-
tion period.” The Karabakh leader did
not say until now whether he will run
in the next presidential election due in
2020.

“I want to officially declare that
I will not participate in those elections
as a presidential candidate,” Sahakian
told Armenia’s and Karabakh’s public
televisions. Instead, he said in remarks
cited by the Armenpress news agency,
he will take “all necessary measures”
to ensure that the vote is free and fair.
necessary “conclusions” from the un-
rest. In particular, he said, they will
now appoint more competent individu-
als enjoying “the people’s trust” to key
positions.

Azerbaijan Continues Mobilizing Troops and
Military Equipment Along Contact Line

The Defense Min-
istry of Artsakh has in-
formed that during the
recent days active moves
and mobilization of
Azerbaijani troops and
military equipment can be ®
noted in different sec-
tions of Artsakh-
Azerbaijan contact line.

“In the recent pe-
riod the Azerbaijani side
demonstrates evident ac-
tivity in the information
field that is manifested by the spread of
various sorts of misinformation and
abundance in propagandistic footages.
With the main goal to present the
“achievements” of their armed forces
“properly” to the domestic and external
audiences, official Baku first started to
circulate ungrounded information about
the alleged liberation of 11 thousand
hectares in section of Nakhichevan,
and then posted on the internet the
footage of using POLONEZ multiple

launch rocket system and Israeli-made
LORA long-range artillery system.

Parallel to this informational pro-
paganda active moves and mobiliza-
tion of Azerbaijani troops and military
equipment can be noted in different
sections of Artsakh-Azerbaijan con-
tact line in the recent days.

Defense Army front line units
watchfully follow the activities of the
adversary and take necessary actions
stemming from the situation”.
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2018 Aurora Prize Awarded to Kyaw Hla Aung

YEREVAN — The third annual
$1.1 million Aurora Prize for Awaken-
ing Humanity was awarded today to
Mr. Kyaw Hla Aung, a lawyer and
activist recognized for his dedication
to fighting for equality, education and
human rights for the Rohingya people
in Myanmar, in the face of persecu-
tion, harassment and oppression.

Kyaw Hla Aung was presented
the 2018 Aurora Prize, granted by the
Aurora Humanitarian Initiative on be-
half of the survivors of the Armenian
Genocide and in gratitude to their sav-
iors, at a ceremony in Armenia. Kyaw
Hla Aung was selected as the 2018
Aurora Prize Laureate among 750 nomi-
nations submitted from 115 countries.

Vartan Gregorian, Co-Founder of
the Aurora Prize and Member of the
Selection Committee, commended Mr.
Aung, stating: “As we remember the
horrors and violence experienced by
Armenians — especially women and
children — on the deportation route
during the Genocide, it is with a great
sense of responsibility that we stand
ready to support Kyaw Hla Aung’s
advocacy work that will hopefully lead
one day to the enactment of national
and international policies to protect and
defend the vulnerable. Kyaw Hla Aung
is doing tremendous work, at great risk
to himself, and exemplifies the far-
reaching impact one person can have to
galvanize amovement, and to help indi-
viduals transform their lives.”

As the 2018 Aurora Prize Laure-
ate, Kyaw Hla Aung will receive a $
100,000 grant and the opportunity to
continue the cycle of giving by donat-
ing the accompanying $ 1,000,000
award to organizations of his choice.
He will donate the award to three
international organizations that pro-
vide medical aid and assistance to refu-
gees in Myanmar:

* Médecins Sans Frontiéres (Lon-
don)

* Malaysian Medical Relief —
MERCY Malaysia (Malaysia)

* International Catholic Migra-
tion Commission — ICMC (Switzer-
land, USA)

Kyaw Hla Aung has been working
tirelessly for decades, using his legal
expertise to appeal for basic human
rights for the stateless Rohingya people.
His commitment to fight for justice for
the hundreds of thousands of Muslim
refugees in Myanmar persecuted by the
government, and for the children who
no longer have access to education,
remains stronger than ever. He sacri-
ficed a total of 12 years in prison as a
result of his mission, at huge personal
cost to his own family.

On being named the 2018 Aurora
Prize Laureate, Kyaw Hla Aung said:
“There are severe restrictions on my
people. They have lost their courage
and faith in themselves, have become
illiterate, and, as aresult, are penniless.
It has been heartbreaking to see my
community suffer from such discrimi-
nation. The support of the Aurora Prize
serves as important recognition for all
of the Muslim victims of human rights
violations, as the plight of the Rohingya
people continues to become more vis-
ible to the international public.”

“Kyaw Hla Aung’s work per-
sonifies the spirit of the Aurora Prize.
He demonstrates the exceptional im-
pact an individual can have in fighting
injustice that often seems unbeatable,
and inspires us to consider how a
brave step forward to support the
world’s most vulnerable people can
create impact beyond measure,” said
Mary Robinson, Aurora Prize Selec-
tion Committee Member and Former
UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights.

Armenia Commited to Strengthen Relations

Continued from page 1

sian-led blocs voiced in the past.

Pashinian assured Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin that Armenia will
remain allied to Russia during his ten-
ure when they met for the first time in
Sochi on May 14. For his part, Putin
told Pashinian that he regards Armenia
as “our closest partner and ally in the
region.”

Lavrov spoke of “important
agreements” reached by Putin and
Pashinian in the Russian Black Sea

city. But he did not elaborate.
Pashinian’s cabinetunderlined the
“strategic and allied” character of Rus-
sian-Armeniaties inits policy program
debated by the Armenian parliament on
Thursday. The program says that mili-
tary cooperation with Russia will re-
main an “important component” of
Armenia’s national security strategy.
The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict
was also on the agenda of Lavrov’s
talks with Mnatsakanian. The Russian
minister said that Moscow will con-
tinue to seek a peaceful settlement of
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Ambassador Samantha Power Visits
Tsitsernakaberd Memorial

B A
L

YEREVAN — On June 8, 2018
Samantha Power, former United
States Ambassador to the United Na-
tions and member of the Aurora Prize
Selection Committee, has visited the
Tsitsernakaberd Memorial and the
Armenian Genocide Museum-Insti-
tute to honor the victims of the Ar-
menian Genocide.

During her visit Ambassador
Power has also signed the Museum’s
guestbook.

She wrote: “To the people of
Armenia and Armenian descent. It
has been very meaningful — and very
painful —to walk these halls and to see
the faces and read the testimonies of
those who suffered immeasurably
before, during, and after the Arme-
nian Genocide.

Often those killed were taunted
with the words, “Nobody will know.
You will all be forgotten.” But here —
and all around the world — the de-
scendants of those murdered have
defied those taunts, painstakingly
documenting all of the small deci-
sions and actions that gave rise to a
most colossal crime.

We will never bring back the
lives of innocent men, women, and
children murdered and destroyed in
the Armenian Genocide but all of us
have a responsibility to remember,
to fight denial, and to do all within
our power to ensure that the horrors
that happened to your people
embolden us to support human rights
and fight injustice in the present,
wherever it occurs.”

Armenia Allows Azerbaijani Civilians’
Access to Cemetery in Border Village

YEREVAN -- The command of
the Armed Forces of Armenia has met
halfway a recent request by the
Azerbaijani authorities, allowing the
entry of several civilians into the grave-
yard of a border village.

The appeal, requesting access to
the cemetery on the outskirts of
Gunnut, a settleement close to
Nakichivan's north-eastern border, was
submitted on June 6 and 7, according
to Artsrun Hovhannisyan, the Defense
Ministry’s press secretary.

“It was the Azerbaijani side’s
first ever request [for a visit] to that
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particular area. Committed to the hu-
manitarian norms and permanently
undertaking steps towards de-escalat-
ing tension, Armenia agreed to allow
the civilians to approach the cemetery
for a short period,” reads his recent
post on Facebook.

The Azerbaijani mediaearlier spread
reports saying that their military had
liberated a civilian settlement in
Nakichivan, allowing the civilian
population’s free access to the territory.

The name commonly occurring
in the reports was the village Gunnut
(which now lies in ruins)

the dispute together with the two other
mediating powers, the United States
and France.

Speaking in parliament, Pashinian
renewed his calls for Karabakh’s
direct involvement in Armenian-
Azerbaijani peace talks. He claimed
that he has no mandate to “negotiate
on behalf of the Karabakh people.”
The Armenian premier said at the
same time that he is “ready to nego-
tiate with Azerbaijan’s President
ITham Aliyev.”

Official Baku was quick to de-
nounce Pashinian’s remarks and reit-
erate that it will not directly negotiate
with the Karabakh Armenians. An
Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry spokes-
man said that Karabakh is an Azerbaijani
territory occupied by Armenia.

Lavrov said in this regard: “If
Bakuand Yerevan decide that Karabakh
must return as a negotiating party Rus-
sia as well as the two other co-chairs
of the Minsk Group will support that
decision.”
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Banquet in Beirut Dedicated to the
AMAA’s 100th Anniversary

BEIRUT -- On Thursday evening,
May 31, 2018, the Phoenicia Hotel in
Beirut was the site of a banquet in
celebration of the 100th anniversary of
the founding of the Armenian Mission-
ary Association of America (AMAA).
Organized by the Union of the Arme-
nian Evangelical Churches in the Near
East (UAECNE), the event brought
together over 220 people, including
Armenian Evangelical ministers from
the U.S., Australia, Iraq, Syria and
Egypt, Haigazian University trustees,
AMAA board members, the Bishop
Shahe Panossian, Prelate of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Prelacy of Lebanon, a
representative of the Armenian Catho-
lic Church, the Ambassador of Arme-
nia in Lebanon, the mayor of Bourj
Hammoud, heads of the three Arme-
nian political parties in Lebanon, rep-
resentatives of a variety of organiza-
tions and unions, and many guests.

The program opened with a word
of welcome from the Vice-Chair of
Haigazian University’s trustees, Mr.
John Sagherian, followed by the open-
ing prayer offered by Rev. Nishan
Bakalian.

AMAA President Dr. Nazareth
Darakjian in turn offered the
Association’s greetings, recalling the
importance of 1918 for the Armenian
people, who had barely survived the
massacres, who had declared the inde-
pendence of the first Armenian repub-
lic, while at the same time in the United
States, a group of Armenian
Evangelicals were founding the AMAA
in order to reach out to the decimated
and demoralized survivors of the Geno-
cide. The AMAA worked atrebuilding
the educational institutions and
churches of the Armenian people, and
in 1988 established that same effort in
the homeland, following the earthquake
there. Therefore, as Darakjian put it,
the year 2018 is a year to celebrate the
centennial of the rebirth of the Arme-
nian people at every level. Mentioning
the AMAA’s work in the U.S., the
Near Eastand Armenia through schools
and universities, spiritual activities,
camps, relief and social work, he
pointed to all of these as ways for
children especially to know the great
love of God. The newly-established
Centennial Fund is AMAA’s way of
preparing to meet the continuing chal-
lenges and opportunities ahead.

Taking the podium, Mr. Zaven
Khanjian, Executive Director/CEO of
the AMAA, expressed how the AMAA
was a part of the strengthening and

rebuilding of Armenia following its
1991 independence, also extending to
Artsakh (Karabagh) and the needs
there. This multi-faceted service was
rendered without complaint and with-
out much fanfare, whether in Armenia
or in the Middle East and other places
of the Diaspora where Armenians had
established themselves. The widow,
the orphan, the ill, the adult and the
elderly, all were the target of the
AMAA’s work. For those suffering
and struggling communities in places
of unrest in the Middle East, the
wounded or grieving in border villages
in Armenia, the AMAA strives not just
to encourage, but to help them to
develop and grow, through education
and spiritual enlightenment. The
Association’s efforts to spread the
gospel in word and deed is founded on
their conviction that the Christian faith
has always been the key to the progress
ofthe Armenian people in principles of
honesty, accountability, transparency
and responsibility.

The event included the screening
of a short documentary film about the
AMAA, with testimonies and location
footage of the worldwide scope of its
work, entitled “A Legacy of Faith,
Love and Service”.

Dr. Hasmig Baran, current Trustee
Chair of Haigazian University, joined
Mr. Khanjian on the stage to present the
AMAA award of appreciation to outgo-
ing HU Chair Dr. Ani Darakjian for her
eight years of service ending early this
year. Dr. Ani Darakjian was surprised
and touched by this gesture, and wished
her successor the best.

Concluding the evening’s pro-
gram, Rev. Megrditch Karagoezian,
President of the UAECNE, presented
a plaque recognizing the pivotal role
the AMAA has played in the Christian
testimony of the churches in the
Middle East. He offered a benediction
and prayer of thanks to God for the
blessings bestowed upon the church,
after which AMAA and UAECNE
heads gathered together to cut the
anniversary cake.

These AMAA centennial activi-
ties in Lebanon also had the aim to
financially help Armenian Evangeli-
cal schools in Lebanon, and all funds
received were designated for that
purpose. In commemoration of the
centennial, each banquet attendee re-
ceived a 112-page bilingual color
booklet with detailed information on
the rich history and current minis-
tries of the AMAA.
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Armenian Bar Association Annual Meeting in
Armenia and Artsakh

lj

By Armen K. Hovannisian, Esq.

The great American poet Ralph
Waldo Emerson could have imagined
Armenia, Artsakh and the Armenian
Bar Association when he condensed
into a crisp, six-word serving the taste
of victory during the tender month of
May.

“What potent blood hath modest
May.”

It was, after all, May’s potent
blood that unveiled the unimaginable
miracle of the Republic of Armenia
100 years ago. That same blood poured
knowingly into the epic sacrifice and
dignified glory of Artsakh’s national
liberation struggle which began 30
years ago this May. And it surged last
month, free and unfettered, through
the gateway of the all-encompassing
epiphany which continues to course
through the full body of the rejuve-
nated modern-day Republic.

Modest May’s potent blood most
recently delivered nearly 50 members
ofthe Armenian Bar Association to the
earth and the wind and the fire of the
dynamic duo of Armenia and Arstakh,
to a land and people for which the
organization stands and bows, indivis-
ible inits devotion, singular in its com-
mitment to the posterity and promise
of Mer Hayrenik.

During its pilgrimage from May
23-June 2, 2018, the Armenian Bar
dredged deeper than ever before into
the homeland’s hallowed fields of pro-
fessional love and labor, which peaked
at the 29th Annual Meeting among the
green-swept hills and dales of the all-
mighty Shushi.

Emerging from a rich array of
partnership initiatives which took shape
in local universities, judicial chambers
and courtrooms, civic auditoriums,
government offices, and public wel-
fare centers, a new executive leader-
ship team of the Armenian Bar has
been installed for the 2018-2019 year.

Chairman Gerard V. Kassabian
of Beverly Hills, CA, with the winds
and gales of Dikranagerd at his back
and in his horizon, is a top-rated law-
yer who owns and operates a law firm
bearing his name, specializing in trusts
and estates, real estate, and family law.

“In Shushi, Artsakh, I was
handed the torch that my esteemed
predecessors entrusted upon me to
illuminate the proverbial path, the mis-
sion of our Armenian Bar Association.
We are determined to fearlessly and

fiercely defend and uphold the rights
of our compatriots wherever they may
be.” Gerard Kassabian

Vice-Chairperson Kathy L.
Ossian of Detroit, MI, with the deter-
mined terrain of Efkere, Kghiand Palou
at her base, is the founder and CEO of
Ossian Law, P.C., a firm focused ex-
clusively on Information Technology
Law.

“Holding our annual meeting in
the Republic of Artsakh and our first
newly-constituted Board meeting in
Yerevan on the historic 100th anniver-
sary of the first Republic of Armenia
has renewed my commitment to help
make the Armenian Bar Association
even stronger, more relevant and open
to all lawyers of Armenian descent as
we pursue our important mission.”
Kathy Ossian

Vice-Chairperson Lucy Varpetian
of Los Angeles, CA, with indigenous
first breaths and final farewells in
Afyon-Karahisar, Aintab and Sepastia,
is a Senior Assistant City Attorney in
the Glendale City Attorney’s Office,
with extensive experience in city gov-
ernance including advising the
municipality’s City Council and its Civil
Service Commission.

“In 1989, the Armenian Bar As-
sociation answered the call when the
soon-to-be new Republic of Armenia
embarked on its road to independence
and sought assistance with building
infrastructure. In 2018,Upgwful Ep
ubg Ywbsnid.” Lucy Varpetian

Treasurer Saro K. Kerkonian of
Los Angeles, CA, with deep roots and
fallen family trees in Aintab, Marash
and Sassoun is a workers’ compensa-
tion law specialist certified by the State
Bar of California and works as a Senior
Trial Attorney as house-counsel for
Farmers Insurance Company.

“As the Armenian Bar Associa-
tion celebrates next year the 30th anni-
versary of its founding by Raffi
Hovannisian, it is a distinct honor and
privilege to be part of an organization
whose members represent every seg-
ment of the Armenian community,
united in purpose, independent, with
an unwavering commitment in service
to the Armenian people, Armenia,
Artsakh and the Armenian Cause.” Saro
Kerkonian

Secretary Liz Al-Dajani of
Evanston, IL, with the resilient DNA
of Sis, is a principal of Kerkonian

Continued on page4
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USC Thornton Friends of Armenian Music
Celebrate 39th Anniversary
by Honoring Past Presidents

LOS ANGELES -- It was stand-
ing room only on May 6, 2018, when
the Board of Directors of the USC
Thornton Friends of Armenian Music,
celebrated their 39™ Anniversary at the
Louvre Banquet Hall, 1767 North Ver-
mont Avenue, Los Angeles. Under the
auspices of Dean Dr. Robert Cutietta
and Assistant Dean of Advancement,
Dr. Phoenix Delgado, friends and sup-
porters packed the banquet hall to
celebrate 39 years of promoting and
supporting Armenian musical heritage.

On this occasion, the Past Presi-
dents of the USC Thornton Friends of
Armenian Music were honored for
their leadership and direction through
the years. “We are indebted to our
founding members for their hard work
and commitment,” stated Irene
Sassounian, President, “and would like
to express our thanks and appreciation
for their dedicated service and sup-
port. We wanted to acknowledge and
recognize our Past Presidents who
were instrumental in the establishment,
success and perseverance of this
worthwhile organization. It was
through their efforts we were able to
continue to provide support to stu-
dents of Armenian descent at USC’s
Thornton School of Music.”

The Past Presidents were hon-
ored to accept their awards from Dr.
Robert A. Cutictta, Dean of the USC
Thornton School of Music, and to
receive his personal recognition and
congratulations. The Past Presidents
recognized on this occasion were: Eric
Avazian, Audrey B. Gregor, Fred
Mickaelian, Jr., Elise Tashjian, Artemis

Bedros, Diana Artunian, Maro
Makasjian Lily Ring Balian and Hilda
Fidanian.

Under the leadership of Irene
Sassounian, President, the organiza-
tion is embarking on a course to rein-
vigorate participation and membership
by planning major concerts, music
lectures, seminars and symposiums in
the near future. Established in 1984,
the Scholarship Endowment Funds
continue to present awards to eight to
ten recipients each year. Another
achievement was the formation of the
USC Armenian Music Collection in the
Doheny Music Library which was en-
riched with musical notes, scores and
books by the generous donation of the
Armenian community.

The highlight of the afternoon
was a musical program, coordinated
and selected by Irene Arathoon, Vice
President. The program began with
noted flutist,,,,, and her
mother....playing the harp, delighting
the audience with music from com-
posers ...

Guests then enjoyed The Elixir
Trio of Lucy Nargizian, piano; Samual
Chilingarian, Violin; and Fang Fang
Xu, Cello, performing the composi-
tions of Sergei Rachmanioff, Astor
Pizazolla, and Aram Khachaturian.

Irene Sassounian, President, in
her closing remarks, expressed her
thanks to Dr. Robert A. Cutietta, Dean
of the USC Thornton School of
Music,and Dr. Phoenx Delgado, As-
sistant Dean of Advancement, for their
effective leadership and the celebra-
tion of the past 39 years.

Armenian Parliament Approves

Continued from page 1

makers commits Pashinian’s cabinet
to strengthening the rule of law, eradi-
cating widespread corruption, and
achieving “substantial” and “inclusive”
economic growth. It says that the
government will strive to raise living
standards by breaking up economic
monopolies, tackling tax evasion, cre-
ating “the same rules of the game” for
all businesses.

The program also envisages the
creation of a new anti-corruption body
that will have law-enforcement powers.

“I said at a recent meeting with a
group of entrepreneurs and want to
repeat that all businesspeople in Arme-

nia are now exempt from all kinds of
corrupt obligations [to state officials,]”
declared Pashinian. “Any prosecutor,
police chief, tax inspector or minister
who will try to grab a share in a
business or impose a ‘duty’ on any
business owner will be my personal
enemy and will have to brace for a
crushing blow from the state and the
law.”

“The system of economic mo-
nopolies is living its last days in Arme-
nia ... Everyone will be taxed in the
same way and by the same laws,” he
told lawmakers.

Pashinian also stated that the pre-
vious governments set economic tar-
gets that “did not materialize as arule.”
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Novelist Aris Janigian Will Serve as Master of
Ceremones for the Annual Debutante Ball

LOS ANGELES -- The Ladies
Auxiliary of the Western Diocese of
the Armenian Church of North America
are pleased to announce that Aris
Janigian, critically acclaimed Arme-
nian-American novelist, will serve as
the Master of Ceremonies for the 45™
Annual Debutante Ball. This traditional
event will be held in The Ballroom at
the Beverly Wilshire Hotel, 9500
Wilshire Boulevard, Beverly Hills on
Sunday, June 24, 2018.

His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan
Derderian, Primate of the Western
Diocese, states “The year 2018 has
been dedicated to our youth. The
youth, a central focus of the commu-
nity, is a large family of the faithful of
Christ whose life is defined by God’s
divine love. May this evening serve as
a calling for our youth to devote them-
selves to the faith of our forefathers,
to rekindle in their hearts the love for
their ancestral homeland and to lead
lives as noble citizens of the blessed
country of the United States of
America.”

Cindy Norian, Chair of the La-
dies Auxiliary stated that the Ladies
Auxiliary are especially pleased to wel-
come Aris Janigian as Master of Cer-
emonies. “We are delighted that Aris
will be introducing the twenty-two
young women of Armenian descent
that we are presenting as Debutantes
this year,” stated Norian. “We are also
pleased that our guests will have the
opportunity to recognize one of the
most important Armenian-American
writers of his generation.”

Aris Janigian is internationally
known for three of his highly ac-
claimed novels, “Bloodvine,”
“Riverbig,” and “This Angelic Land,”
which uses the Armenian experience
of exile, memory and assimilation as a
lens through which to explore the
broader American experience. His
2016 novel, “Waiting for Lipchitz at
Chateau Marmont,” about a screen
writer who goes from riches to rags,
spent 17 weeks on the Los Angeles
Times best-seller list.

Holding a PhD in psychology,
from 1993 to 2005, Janigian was se-
nior professor of humanities at the
Southern Institute of Architecture. He
has published in genres as diverse as

poetry, social psychology, and design
criticism. Janigian has written exten-
sively to advance Armenian causes
and most noteworthy were a series of
letters he exchanged with the Los An-
geles Times in 2002 and with the New
York Times in 2004, that proved in-
strumental in getting both newspapers
to quit using the word “alleged” in
reference to the Armenian Genocide.

Janigian was a contributing writer
to West, the Los Angeles Times Sun-
day magazine; a finalist for the William
Saroyan Fiction Prize, and the recipi-
ent of the Anahid Literary Award from
Columbia University. He was born and
raised in Fresno, where he now lives
with In Sun, his wife, daughter Maria
(graduating from high school in 2019)
and daughter Valentine, a Freshman at
Stanford University.

The Debutante Ball on June 24,
will begin with a cocktail reception at
5:00 p.m., the presentation of the Debu-
tantes at 6:00 p.m., followed by dinner
and dancing at 7:00 p.m.

A keepsake booklet is being pre-
pared containing greetings and con-
gratulations to the debutantes, escorts
and cross bearers, as well as business
ads to make the event a financial suc-
cess. For information, contact Mrs.
Aida Artenian, (323)401-0123; email:
aida.artenian@gmail.com,

Tickets for the Ball are $250.00
for adults and $175.00 for students.
For information and/or reservations,
contact Michele Chalfant (323) 467-
9106, email:
chalkidsmom@gmail.com,

Armenian Bar Association Annual Meeting

Continued from page 3

Dajani, LLC, where she leverages her
prior career as an appellate law clerk
and her interest in cross-border trans-
actions, now specializing in state and
federal appellate advocacy as well as
Middle East business transactions.

“I saw in the bright and cheery
eyes ofthe children of Armeniathe eyes
of my own three young sons in Chi-
cago. During our magical trip to Arme-
nia and Artsakh, they all became one
gleaming symbol of the now happy face
of our homeland. Next time, their eyes
will meet face-to-face and the divisions
between Diaspora and Hayastan will
melt away into our unity of nation, faith

and future.” Liz Al-Dajani

Beyond the Executive Commit-
tee, the Armenian Bar’s Board of Gov-
ernors is comprised of: Sara Bedirian
(Glendale, CA), Harry H. Dikranian
(Montreal, Canada), Christine
Engustian (East Providence, RI), Garo
G. Ghazarian (Encino, CA), Armen K.
Hovannisian (Los Angeles, CA), Karnig
Kerkonian (Evanston, IL), Mesrop
Khoudagoulian (Glendale, CA), Vanna
Kitsinian (Encino, CA), Gary T.
Moomjian (Jericho, NY), Tina
Odjaghian (Woodland Hills, CA), Scott
A. Ohnegian (Morristown, NJ), Raffi
Sarrafian (Chicago, IL), and student
member Sarkis Yeretsian (Los Ange-
les, CA).

“Don’t worry, this government will
not fail,” he told HHK deputies. “The

people will not fail. The revolution will
not fail.”
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HARRY THE HANDYMAN SERVICES

Air Conditioning Repair
Plumbing & Roofing
Water & Gas Pipes « Fencing & Painting
Iron Work Repair « Electrical Job

Email: haroutig007@gmail.com

Dependable - Reliable « Fast Work

CALL HARRY

818:.219.3314
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SEROP'S CAFE
GREEK & LEBANESE F00D

SERVING BATON ROUGE SINCE 1979
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