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Robert Kocharian Released from Custody
Protesters Disrupt His Scheduled Press Conference

YEREVAN — Former President
Robert Kocharian was released from
custody on Monday immediately after
Armenia’s Court of Appeals ruled that
he cannot be prosecuted for the 2008
post-election violence in Yerevan.

A panel of three senior judges
overturned a lower court’s decision to
allow law-enforcement authorities to
arrest Kocharian on coup charges. His
defense lawyers appealed against the
July 27 decision, saying that the
charges are baseless and that their
client enjoys legal immunity from pros-
ecution.

One of the lawyers, Ruben
Sahakian, said that the Court of Ap-
peals based its decision to free
Kocharian on Article 140 of the Arme-
nian constitution. The article says:

“During the term of his or her powers
and thereafter, the President of the
Republic may not be prosecuted and
subjected to liability for actions deriv-
ing from his or her status.”

“We are satisfied with the court’s
decision,” Sahakian told reporters out-
side the court building in Yerevan.

The lawyer also said that the
Special Investigative Service (SIS) dis-
agrees with the ruling and will appeal
to the higher Court of Cassation. The
SIS did not immediately confirm this.

The Special Investigative Ser-
vice (SIS) condemned the ruling as
illegal, saying that the Court of Appeals
“overstepped the bounds of its author-
ity.” “We hope that the Office of the
Prosecutor-General will appeal to the
[higher] Court of Cassation,” an SIS

Tatul Hakobyanto Lecture in Glendale on
“Armenia After the Velvet Revolution”

GLENDALE — Renowned Ar-
menian journalist and political analyst
Tatul Hakobyan will lecture in Glen-
dale about “Armenia after the velvet
revolution”.

The event is organized by Nor
Serount Cultural Association and will
be held at the Glendale Central library
on Friday, August, 24th at 8:00 PM.
Mr. Hakobyan will speak in Armenian
but being fluent in English he will
answer questions in both languages.

Tatul Hakobyan graduated from
the Department of Journalism in
Yerevan State University, and Geor-
gian Institute of Public Affairs in
Tbilisi. He has formerly worked as a
correspondent for the newspapers
Ankakhutyun (1991-1995) Yerkir
(1998-2000), Azg (2000-2005), Aztag
(2005-2016), The Armenian Reporter
(2008-2009) and as a political ob-
server on regional issues of Radiolur
news program of Public Radio of
Armenia (2004-2008).

Since 2009 he has been an analyst
attheindependent Civilitas Foundation.
Hakobyan is the reporter with the
CivilNet online TV and the coordinator
of the ANI Armenian Research Center.

In 2005 he received Yerevan
Press Club’s Annual Award for the
coverage of regional issues in Azg
daily. In 2009, Yerevan Press Club
awarded him for his first book
“Karabakh Diary; Green and Black™.

Hakobyanisarecipient(2014) of
Haigashen Ouzounian Literary Award
for his second book “Armenians and
Turks”.

He is the 2016 winner of “The
Time for Freedom of Press” — for
consistent and comprehensive cover-
age of Karabagh conflict.

The event is open to the public.

spokesperson told RFE/RL’s Arme-
nian service.

Armenia’s Office of the Pros-
ecutor-General refused to order
Kocharian’s release on August 8, the
day before the Court of Appeals opened
hearings on Kocharian’s appeal. The
63-year-old ex-president testified at
the two-day hearings held behind the
closed doors.

Kocharian stands accused of top-
pling constitutional order in collusion
with other persons by using the armed
forces against opposition protesters
who demanded a rerun of a disputed
presidential election held in February
2008. Eight protesters and two police
personnel were killed when security
forces broke up those demonstrations
on March 1-2, 2018.

The same charges were brought
against Yuri Khachaturov, secretary
general of the Collective Security
Treaty Organization, who had been the
chief of the Yerevan garrison at the
time of the bloody events of 2008.
However, Khachaturov was released
on bail, for AMD 5 million.

Also former defense minister
Mikael Harutyunian is wanted by the

Continued onpage3

MFA: Armenia will
Prevent Azerbaijan
Attempts to
Redistribute Military

Forces in
Nakhichevan

YEREVAN -- Armenia
considers unacceptable all
Azerbaijani attempts to redis-
tribute military forces in the
direction of Nakhichevan.

Anna Naghdalian, Secre-
tary of the Press, Informa-
tion and PR Department at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(MFA) of Armenia, stated the
aforementioned at a press
briefing on Tuesday.

She recalled that the Ministry
of Defense of Armenia makes state-
ments regarding this matter on a
regular basis.

“The Armed Forces of Arme-
nia fully control the situation,”
Naghdalian stressed. “As for the
redistribution attempts, we conveyed
to the Azerbaijani side—in a variety
of ways—that these attempts are
unacceptable for the Armenian side
and will be prevented by all means.”

Large Number of Weapons and Ammunition
Discovered During a Search at
Former PM Hovik Abrahamyan’s Factory

ol

YEREVAN — As a result of
operative-intelligence activities car-
ried out by the RA National Security
Service in the framework of the
criminal case on the events of March
1 to 2, 2008 the RA Special Investi-
gation Service received information
that large amount of weapons and
ammunitions are kept at a defunct
mechanical factory de-facto owned
by Armenia’s former Prime Minister
Hovik Abrahamyan, registered in the
name of Ambik Gevorgyan. The
weapons and ammunition were
stored illegally at the factory in
Ararat region of Armenia.

During the search conducted on
August 6 and 7, the officers of the

National Security Service of Armenia
and SIS investigators confiscated 3
hand machine guns, 7 units of “AN-74”
machine guns, 2 SVD Sniper rifles, 3
different types of rifles and large num-
bers of different caliber ammunitions.

Henrik Abrahamyan, brother of
former Prime Minister Hovik
Abrahamyan and Ambik Gevorgyan
were arrested on suspicion of illegal
possession of firearms and ammu-
nition.

The NSS Armenia and the Spe-
cial Investigation Service of Armenia
are taking collaborative operative-in-
vestigation actions to check the sources
of weapons and their links with the
incidents of March 1-2, 2008.
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Armenian Government to Start
Process of Returning Property
Plundered and Taken Overseas

YEREVAN- First Vice Prime
Minister of Armenia Ararat Mirzoyan
has sent a letter to the leadership of the
World Bank for getting consulting and
technical support for the identification
and return of the property of Armenia
that has been plundered and taken
overseas, according to a note posted
by him on his Facebook page.

“It’s not a secret that in cor-
rupted societies sums accumulated
through corruption, embezzlement of
public resources, and other illicit ways
are often taken out from the given
country to another for finding a
relatevly calm and safe shelter.

For putting an end to this vicious
practice and restoring the plundered
public property, there is a tool created
by the initiative of the World Bank and
UNODC called Stolen Asset recovery
Initiative.

I have written a letter today to the

leadership of the World Bank for receiv-
ing consulting and technical suport from
the Stolen Asset recovery Initiative with
the expectation to launch the process of
identification and return of the property
plundered from our country and taken
overseas”, First Vice PM wrote.

Armenian, Russian Troops Hold
Joint Military Exercises

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — The
Armenian and Russian armies are hold-
ing joint military exercises in Armenia
reportedly involving more than 3,000
soldiers and hundreds of tanks, ar-
mored vehicles and artillery systems.

In a statement, Russia’s South-
ern Military District said the “joint
tactical-special exercises” began at two
shooting grounds on Monday and will
continue until August 15. The partici-
pating troops have already simulated a
joint operation against a hypothetical
invader, it said, adding that they were
backed up by warplanes, including
MiG-29 fighter jets of the Russian
military base stationed in Armenia.

The Armenian Defense Ministry
did not issue statements on the exer-
cises as of Wednesday.

Armenia and Russia have held
such drills on a regular basis, high-
lighting their close military ties. In
2014, their militaries targeted an imagi-
nary invading force codenamed
“Ottomania,” a clear reference to neigh-
boring Turkey.

Armenian leaders have repeatedly
said that Armenia hosts Russian troops
on its territory primarily because of a
perceived security threat from Turkey,
rather than Azerbaijan. From Yerevan’s
perspective, the Russian military base in
Armenia precludes Turkey’s direct mili-
tary intervention on Azerbaijan’s side in
the event of another full-scale war for
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Nagorno-Karabakh.

The latest wargames began three
weeks after the Russian base held an
exercise around a village in Armenia’s
northwestern Shirak province which
scared many local residents. The vil-
lagers had not been notified about the
drill beforehand.

Although the commanders of the
Russian base apologized for the inci-
dent, Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian
condemned itasa “provocation against
Armenia’s sovereignty.” By contrast,
Armenian Defense Minister Davit
Tonoyan said a few days later that
Armenian officials are also responsible
for the scare.

On Monday, Tonoyan met with
his Russian counterpart Sergey Shoygu
in Moscow to discuss Russian-Arme-
nian military ties and the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict.

According to the Armenian De-
fense Ministry, Tonoyan and Shoygu
discussed “current issues and upcom-
ing tasks” in bilateral defense coopera-
tion. They “attached importance to
consistent implementation of agree-
ments based on mutual trust and joint
strategic interests,” the ministry said
in a statement.

“Speaking about military-techni-
cal cooperation, the Armenian and
Russian defense ministers stressed the
importance of timely realization of
ongoing programs in this area.”
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Political Changes in Armenia Have Positive
Impact on Economic Growth

YEREVAN -- The recent dra-
matic change of Armenia’s govern-
ment has had a positive impact on the
macroeconomic situation in the coun-
try, Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian
stated las week.

“The revolution, the political
changes have not only not led to an
economic decline, which is what usu-
ally happens in such cases, but have on
the contrary led to a certain degree of
economic activity,” he said ata weekly
cabinet meeting in Yerevan.

According to the state Statistical
Committee (SC), the Armenian
economy grew by 7.5 percent last year
after stagnating in 2016. Economic
growth accelerated to 9.6 percent in
the first quarter of this year shortly
before mass protests organized by
Pashinian forced Armenia’s longtime
leader, Serzh Sarkisian, to step down.

The Statistical Committee has yet
to release GDP growth data for the
first half of this year. It has only
reported separate figures on foreign
trade and various sectors of the
economy which suggest that growth
slowed in the second quarter.

In particular, first-half industrial
output and retail and wholesale sales
were up by 3.7 percent and 9 percent
respectively, compared with 8.2 per-
cent and 13 percent in the first quarter.
The construction sector expanded by
13.5 percent year on year in January-
June, down from 23 percent in the
first-quarter.

Also, the government agency re-
corded a 34 percent surge in Armenia’s

first-quarter exports. Growth in ex-
ports stood at 20 percent in the six-
month period.

Pashinian seized upon another
official figure, the “indicator of eco-
nomic activity,” which rose by almost
9 percent in the first half. “This indica-
tor is especially important since it is
widely thought that after such political
changes economic activity usually de-
clines sharply,” he said.

The economic activity figure,
which is different from GDP growth,
was up by 10.6 percent in January-
March.

The premier also insisted that his
government is “very interested” in at-
tracting badly needed investments in
the Armenian economy and is radically
improving the domestic business envi-
ronment for that purpose.But he cau-
tioned that that they must be “legal
investments that have no traces of
illegal activity.”

Pashinian dismissed critics’
claims that his government’s economic
policies, notably a tighter scrutiny of
business projects, are scaring away
potential and actual investors. “I think
that on the contrary with such discus-
sions we are sending a very positive
message to the economy to the effect
that our objective is to make all these
legal mechanisms function in an hon-
est and fair way,” he said.

The premier acknowledged at
the same time a lack of “atmosphere
of cooperation and dialogue between
business and the government” in Ar-
menia.

Armenian Defense Ministry Suppliers
Accused of Fraud

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — The
National Security Service (NSS) has
accused about a dozen companies sup-
plying weapons and other items to the
Armenian military of large-scale fraud.

In a statement released late on
Thursday, the NSS said that from
2009 through 2017 they signed with
the Defense Ministry procurement
contracts worth a total of more than
10 billion drams ($20.7 million). It said
they failed to meet their supply dead-
lines or supplied the ministry with low-
quality products at inflated prices.

“Necessary audits and forensic
examinations have been ordered to
calculate precise damage inflicted on
the state,” added the statement.

The NSS did not name any of
those suppliers as of Friday afternoon.

According to its statement, the inves-
tigation was launched on the basis of
“documentary facts” provided to the
security agency by an adviser to Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinian.

Nobody is understood to have
been formally charged yet.

“It is evident that there are sys-
temic corruption risks in the Defense
Ministry and this inquiry seems to bear
out that conclusion,” said Artak
Manukian, an economist who also ad-
vises Pashinian.

Manukian has for years alleged
such “risks” in the administration of
Defense Ministry procurements. Ear-
lier this week Defense Minister Davit
Tonoyan admitted the existence of
such a “problem” and pledged to ad-
dress it.
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AGBU Extends Scholarships to Applicants
Impacted by Closure of Luys Foundation

NEW YORK — On August 7,
2018, AGBU announced its decision,
in coordination with My Step Founda-
tion, to extend scholarships to select
students recently accepted to some of
the top universities in the world. Many
ofthese high achievers had been count-
ing on receiving scholarships offered
by the Luys Foundation, a non-profit
established by key figures of the previ-
ous administration to help ensure that
top-performing Armenian students
from around the world could fulfill
their dream of graduating from an elite
learning institution and help strengthen
Armenia’s competitive standing in the
process. Luys announced its dissolu-
tion soon after the new government
was installed, leaving the applicants’
academic futures uncertain.

My Step Foundation was
launched by journalist, activist and
spouse of the new prime minister Anna
Hakobyan with the mission of finding
solutions for issues that cannot be
fully addressed by government. The
charity was set up to serve as a con-
nector, matching funds to projects
either internally or externally-gener-
ated. Hakobyan could not have antici-
pated that the first test of the new
model would be coming to the aid of
these students who had little time left
to meet their financial obligations for
the 2018-2019 academic year. She
promptly reached out to the interna-
tional community and, shortly thereaf-
ter, AGBU responded with $200,000
in scholarship funding. It also agreed
to assume responsibility for adminis-

tering the scholarships directly with
the universities involved—Oxford Uni-
versity, Cambridge University and
University of Chicago among them.

Berge Setrakian, president of
AGBU, noted that AGBU’s decision to
make such an exceptional contribution
this year was based on the reality that
the academic fates of these exemplary
scholars were on the line. “We cannot
let the goals of the these hardworking
and intellectually gifted students be
impeded because of circumstances
beyond their control. We applaud My
Step for reaching out so promptly and
we are grateful to all our education-
minded donors who make it possible
for AGBU to extend the needed finan-
cial support.”

Hakobyan expressed her thanks
to AGBU for stepping up. “Partnering
with AGBU was anatural choice, given
that it has awarded thousands of schol-
arships to Armenian students over many
decades. We unanimously recognized
the potential of this extraordinary pool
of students to contribute their knowl-
edge and skills to help transform Ar-
menia into the competitive nation it
aspires to be in the world economy.
We are truly grateful that AGBU,
among our other partners, was so
quick to affirm its longstanding com-
mitment to higher education in this
unexpected way.”

While My Step Foundation found
aquick way to support some Armenian
students, a more sustainable solution
is sought to streamline young people’s
access to scholarships.

DigiCamp 2018 held in Artsakh

STEPANAKERT -- For the first
time this year the 6th annual
“DigiCamp” innovative camp took
place in Artsakh, namely in
Tsmakahogh village. The choice
of the event venue was symbolic.
Alongside with teaching the basics
of innovation and entrepreneur-
ship, the organizers of DigiCamp
aimed to introduce the native vil-
lage of the greatest Armenian engi-
neer, physicist and inventor
Andranik lTosifian to the partici-
pants of DigiCamp, inspire them to
raise interest in rocket construc-
tion and engineering and in build-
ing their technological future all
by themselves.

A total of 52 teens in the 15 -18
age group from almost all over Arme-

nia, including Artsakh, as well as
Javakhk, participated in the event. On
the first day of the 10-day camp the
best 7 projects were selected, and then
improved through teamwork of par-
ticipants and with the support of men-
tors. Specialized courses were held by
Ucom, Instigate, "World" Center for
Strategic Research and other com-
pany representatives and individuals.
Camp participants also gained relevant
knowledge and skills from a group led
by Vova Vardanov, the Founder of
"Art of Survival" school, and a monu-
ment expert Samvel Karapetyan.
Hayk Yesayan, the Co-founder
and Director General at Ucom, also
went to Artsakh to meet with the
young entrepreneurs. Hayk Yesayan,
who has also built his professional
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GYO Meets With RA Diaspora Minister

GLENDALE — Members of
the Gaidz Youth Organization (GYO)
and Armenian Athletic Association
(Homenmen) along with several
other Armenian youth organiza-
tions, met with Armenia’s newly
appointed Minister of Diaspora,
Mkhitar Hayrapetyan on July 29 at
Republic of Armenia’s Consul Gen-
eral office.

Mr. Hayrapetyan welcomed the
attendees, expressing his deep respect
for the enthusiasm of the youth in the
Diaspora. During his address, he stated
thatthe recent Velvet Revolution would
never have been possible had it not
been for the involvement of the youth.

The Minister strongly encouraged all
Diasporan youth organizations to col-
laborate with his office emphasizing
that his office would help facilitate
new and exciting programs developed
within the Diaspora.

“This meeting gave us an oppor-
tunity to learn more about the new
Armenian government and it also al-
lowed us to voice our opinions and
exchange a broad range of issues and
ideas,” said Nicolas Yepremian, GYO
Board Member. “As an Armenian
American college student, I am hope-
ful for the future and excited about the
endless collaborations between our two
nations.”

Robert Kocharian Released from Custody

Continued from page 1

law-enforcement authorities as a de-
fendant in the case. He is accused of
illegally using the Armenian armed
forces against opposition protesters.

Protesters Disrupt
Press Conference

On Tuesday, A group of protest-
ers burst into a hotel in Yerevan, pre-
venting former President Robert
Kocharian from holding a news con-
ference there.

Kocharian was due to meet the
press ata conference hall of the Erebuni
Plaza hotel one day after Armenia’s
Court of Appeals released him from
custody and ruled that he cannot be
prosecuted for a 2008 post-election
crackdown on opposition protesters.

The news conference was dis-
rupted by several dozen mostly young
protesters chanting “Robert murderer!”
They blamed him for the deaths of eight
protesters and two police servicemen
during the breakup on March 1-2, 2008
of opposition demonstrations.

“We wanted to both disrupt the
news conference and show the people’s
attitude towards yesterday’s [Court of
Appeals] verdict,” said one of the pro-
testers, Karen Tovmasian. “It’s an
obviouslyillegal verdict.”

“If [Kocharian] has something to

say, let him say that in court,” he said.

Kocharian was seen leaving the
hotel located in downtown Yerevan
from a back entrance shortly after the
incident. His office was quick to accuse
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian of orga-
nizing the intrusion to stop Kocharian
from speaking up. The intruders mainly
included individuals close to Pashinian,
it said in a statement.

The statement said that Kocharian
planned to make “important political
statements” and “answer many ques-
tions” at the press conference.

“Today’s incident seems to bear
out growing concerns ... that the new
authorities do not tolerate dissent and
can persecute political opponents, es-
pecially those whose political clout
and prospects are a cause for serious
concern to them,” it charged.

Pashinian appealed to supporters
in a Facebook video address aired
following the disruption of Kocharian’s
press conference. “All individuals who
committed crimes against the state
and the people will be held account-
able,” he declared.

“Rest assured that in Armenia
there is no force capable of taking on
the people’s power and stopping the
victory of the popular revolution,” said
Pashinian. “Whoever tries to stand in
our way will end up in the garbage
dump of history.”

and career path from a young age,
shared his experience in the field of
start-ups with the camp participants
and coached them.

"The primary thing to take into
account while financing a start-up is
not only the project itself, but also
the team working on it, without which
nothing is possible. And, as far as all

the teams here worked equally on the
development of projects, we'll award
the same prizes to all team leads. And
the winning team will get a monetary
prize of 350K AMD from Ucom to
launch their start-up, as well as a 1-
year subscription to U!Cloud cloud
system," noted Hayk Yesayan, the Co-
founder and Director General at Ucom.
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Isabel Bayrakdarian to Perform at
Western Diocese St. Leon Cathedral

BURBANK — This year has been
marked by the 100th anniversary of
Armenia’s independence. On May 28,
1918 Armenia gained independence
after having been deprived of free-
dom for 600 years. This year Arme-
nians worldwide are taking part in
glorious celebrations in honor of the
Centennial.

For Armenians in Armenia as
well as those throughout the Diaspora,
2018 is also a celebration of the
2800th anniversary of the founding
of Yerevan, Armenia’s capital.

The Zvartnots Cultural Commit-
tee of the Western Diocese of the
Armenian Church of North America
joins in the jubilee of both anniversa-
ries with a performance by world re-
nowned opera star [sabel Bayrakdarian,
accompanied by the UCSB String Quar-
tet. The concert will be held under the
auspices of His Eminence Archbishop
Hovnan Derderian, Primate.

Isabel Bayrakdarian has per-
formed in numerous well-known clas-
sical operas in opera houses around
the world, including, La Scala, Paris,
Canada, The Metropolitan, San Fran-
cisco, Yerevan, etc. She is also ex-
tremely knowledgeable in Armenian
cultural and religious music, both as
an instrumentalist and as a soloist.
Isabel Bayrakdarian is the recipient
of several international awards which
have carried her name across the

musical realm. Her awards and hon-
ors include, the Juno Award, Queen
Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee Medal,
Metropolitan Opera National Council
Audition Winner (1997), Mother See
of Cilicia Mesrob Mashdotz Medal
(2004), Republic of Armenia Komitas
and Movses Khorenatsi Medals
(2017).

The concert will take place Sun-
day, September 23, 2018 at 6:00
p-m. in St. Leon Cathedral located in
Burbank.

Ticket prices are $20, $30, and
$50.

For further details and to pur-
chase tickets please contact the West-
ern Diocese at (818)558-7474. Ad-
dress: 3325 N. Glenoaks Blvd.,
Burbank, 91504.

Dr. Umit Kurt Appointed as the 15th
Henry S. Khanzadian Kazan Visiting
Professor in Armenian Studies at Fresno State

FRESNO —
Armenian Studies
Program Coordina-
tor Prof. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian an-
nounced that Dr.
Umit Kurt has been |
appointed as the [%&
15th Henry S. [
Khanzadian Kazan |
Visiting Professorin
Armenian Studies at
Fresno State for the
Fall 2018 semester.
The Kazan Visiting
Professorship was
established through a generous en-
dowment established by Henry S.
Khanzadian Kazan.

Dr. Kurt has written extensively
on confiscation of Armenian proper-
ties, wealth transfer, local elites, the
Armenian Genocide, mass violence,
inter-ethnic strife, local historiogra-
phy, early modern Turkish national-
ism, and the Aintab Armenians.

Dr. Kurt will be teaching a three-
unit course in the Fall Semester, “The
Armenian Genocide in Comparative
Perspective.” This course is a com-
parative study of mass killings in the
twentieth century, especially the Ar-
menian Genocide. Many questions re-
main about why these egregious acts
occurred. The course will analyze
mass killings and the forces that ex-
plain them. Three cases of genocide
will be analyzed and compared 1) the
Armenian Genocide of 1915, 2) the
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Holocaust 3) the Rwandan genocide.
The course concludes with how one
can best detect and prevent future Geno-
cides.

As part of his duties, Dr. Kurt
will give three public lectures at Fresno
State: 1) “A Rescuer, an Enigma, and
a Génocidaire: Cemal Pasha” (Septem-
ber 21); 2) “Proactive Local Perpetra-
tors: Mehmet Yasin (Sani Kutlug) and
AliCenani”;and 3) “The Curious Case
of Ahmed Necmeddin Bey: A Look
into the Sociopolitical Climate in
Aintab onthe Eve 0of 1915.” All of the
public lectures are free and open to
the public.

Dr. Umit Kurt received his Ph.D.
from the Department of History at
Clark University in2016. He received
his M.A. degree in European Studies
from Sabanci University in 2008 and
undergraduate degree in Political Sci-
ence from Middle East Technical Uni-

Ladies Auxiliary of the Western Diocese
to Honor Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian
at September 23 Banquet

BEVERLY HILLS — The Ladies
Auxiliary of the Western Diocese under
the auspices of His Eminence Arch-
bishop Hovnan Derderian, is proud to
announce that on September 23, 2018 it
will be hosting a celebration banquet
honoring former Primate, His Eminence
Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian and “his
Ladies” who worked with him in build-
ingthe Western Diocese. Aptly titled “A
Legacy of Love,” this special occasion
will be held at the Beverly Hills Hotel
beginning with a reception at 12 noon,
followed by a luncheon and program
at1:00 p.m.

Cindy Norian, Chair of the Ladies
Auxilary, reports that this event is truly
a Legacy of Love and will reflect on
Archbishop Hovsepian’s initiative in es-
tablishing the Ladies Auxiliary following
his arrival in Los Angeles as Primate in
1971. At that time the Diocese was
centered on Crenshaw Boulevard and
consisted of a small office with two run
down typewriters. To quote Archbishop
Hovsepian as he remembers “It looks as
though the typewriters had been left
over from Noah’s time.”

Soon after his assumption as
Primate, he sensed the needs of the
church and community and eventu-
ally purchased the church at 1201
North Vine Street in Hollywood and a
12-unit apartment building next door.
This church building served as Dioc-
esan Headquarters for many years.
Following the devastating Northridge
Earthquake in 1994, they were forced
to evacuate and took coverage in the
Sunday school rooms of St. Gregory
Armenian Church in Pasadena, for
three years. Through his dynamic
leadership the Western Diocese pur-
chased a huge multi-purpose complex
in 1994, located at 3325 North

ALY o,

Glenoaks Blvd., Burbank, where the
present and permanent Diocese Head-
quarters stands today.

Soon after arriving, His Eminence
held meetings and receptions for ecu-
menical and lay leaders and realized that
heneeded hostesses, so he invited twelve
women from various churches. Marga-
ret Dadourian from Pasadena was the
first Chair and her committee consisted
of Hadji Haiganoush Dulgarian, Rose
Ketchoyan, Sue Chortanian, Norma
Sulukciyan, Mary Vartanian, Dorothy
Manookian, Isabelle Davidian, Gloria
Meghrigian, Hadji Perooz Frankian,
Azadouhie Keotahianand Babe Simonian.
They set an elaborate buffet for his
Christmas receptions and organized
countless luncheons and receptions.
Under his foresight and direction, the
first Debutante Ball was presented in
1972 with Mike Connors as the Master
of Ceremonies.

From this early group the Ladies
Auxiliary expanded to include many
women who are no longer with us, as
well as the current membership of ap-
proximately 40 women, who continue to
serve the Diocese.

Present Chair, Cindy Norian, re-
ports that in addition to honoring Arch-
bishop Vatche Hovsepian, and his first
ladies auxiliary members under his lead-
ership from 1972 to 2003, former Chair-
women Doris Sarkisian and Lily Balian
will also be recognized. Inadditiontoa
few surprises, Karin Mushegain, mezzo-
soprano, noted for her brilliant opera
performances, will delight the audience
with her beautiful vocal selections.

Tickets for the banquet are
$125.00.

For information and reservations
please contact Cindy Norian (310) 277-
4490 or email at cnorian@aol.com,

versity in 2006. He taught in the Fac-
ulty of Arts and Science in Sabanci
University, from 2012 to 2014.

He is currently working as a
Polonsky Fellow at the Van Leer
Jerusalem Institute.

Dr. Kurt is the author of The
Great, Hopeless Turkish Race: Fun-
damentals of Turkish Nationalism in
the Turkish Homeland, 1911-1916
(Istanbul: Iletisim Publishing House,
2012) and is the editor of Revolt and
Destruction: Construction of the
State from Ottoman Empire to Turk-
ish Republic and Collective Violence
(Istanbul: Tarih Vakfi Publishing

House, 2015) and History and Histo-
rians in Turkey: Concepts and Prac-
tices (Ankara: Heretik, 2018). He is
also the author, with Taner Ak¢am,
of The Spirit of the Laws: The Plun-
der of Wealth in the Armenian Geno-
cide (New York and Oxford: Berghahn
Books, 2015).

For more information about the
public lectures, please contact the
Armenian Studies Program at 278-
2669, visit our website at
www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies or visit our Facebook
page at
@ArmenianStudiesFresnoState.
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THE WESTERN DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN
CHURCH OF NORTH AMERICA

“Zvartnots” Cultural Committee

Under the auspices of
His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Prima

Invites you to

A CONCERT

of Armenian Sacred Hymns and Songs by Komitas, Sayat-Nova,
and Khachaturian

In celebration of

100th Anniversary of Armenia’s First Republic
and

2800th Anniversary of Yerevan Erebuni

ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2018 AT 6:00 PM

AT ST. LEON ARMENIAN CATHEDRAL
3325 N. GLENOAKS BLVD., BURBANK, CA 921504

) £

Featuring

Grammy Nominated

& World Renowned Soprano
ISABEL BAYRAKDARIAN
With the UCSB STRING QUARTET

For more information and reservation
Lena Simonian a
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St. Gregory Armenian Church

His Eminence

SAVE THE DATE

Under the Auspices of

Abp. Hovnan Derderian

Primate of the Western Diocese

Celebration of the 20" Anniversary of Ordination
To the Sacred Priesthood of Christ
And the 50" Anniversary of Service to the
Armenian Apostolic Church
of

Rev. Fr. Archpriest Sarkis Petoyan
On Sunday, September 9, 2018

10:30 a.m. Celebration of Divine Liturgy
Immediately Followed by a Luncheon at Geragos Hall
2215 E. Colorado Blvd. Pasadena, CA 91107
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