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THE WESTERN DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN
CHURCH QF NORTH AMERICA

“Zvartnots” Cultural Committee
Under the auspices of

His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate

Invites you to

A CONCERT
of Armenian Sacred Hymns and Songs by Komitas, Sayat-Nova,
and Khachaturian

In celebration of
100th Anniversary of Armenia’s First Republic
and
2800th Anniversary of Yerevan Erebuni

ON SUNDAY, SEPFTEMBER 23, 2018 AT 6:00 PM

AT ST. LEON ARMENIAN CATHEDRAL
3325 N. GLENOAKS BLvD., BurBank, CA 91504

Fearuring

Crammy Nominated

& World Renowned Soprano
ISABEL BAYRAKDARIAN
With the UCSBE STRING QUARTET
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Putin and Pashinian Meet in Moscow
Stresses the Special Nature of Armenian Russian Relations

President Vladimir Putin and Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian praised
the current level of relations between
the two countries as they met for talks
in Moscow on Saturday.

The Kremlin said the negotia-
tions between the two leaders focused
on “key questions of developing allied
Russian-Armenian relations as well as
cooperation in Eurasian territory, in
particular, within the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union and the Collective Secu-
rity Treaty Organization (CSTO).”

In his remarks before the meet-
ing Putin said that relations between
Moscow and Yerevan “Today the rela-
tions between Armenia and Russia are
steadily developing in all directions.

This concerns the sphere of political
relations, the military sphere, issues of
security and economic cooperation,”
the Russian leader said.

Putin singled out Russian energy
supplies to Armenia, stressing that
Yerevan receives Russian natural gas
“at the lowest prices Gazprom sells
gas in the world — $150 per 1,000
cubic meters.”

Pashinian, for his part, stressed
the fact that he was having his third
meeting with Putin within a space of
just four months. “I think that such
frequency emphasizes the special na-
ture of relations between our coun-
tries, let me say also the special nature
of our personal relations,” the Arme-
nian leader said.

“Despite certain pessimism that
is present both in the Armenian and
Russian press and in social media, I
think that our relations develop in a
fairly dynamic way, very naturally.
And I think our top objective is to try
to use the whole potential in develop-
ing our relations.”

Still, Pashinian acknowledged the
existence of ‘some questions’ that need
to be discussed by the two countries.
“God save us from a situation where
we would have no questions in our
relations, because that would mean we
have no relations at all. I can say with
certainty that we have no issues in our
relations that can’t be solved, and to-
day, of course, we are going to dis-
cuss a wide range of issues,” he said.

“] am sure that these issues will
be solved, and we will be guided by
respect of interests in our allied rela-
tions, respect for the interests of our
countries, respect for the sovereignty
of our countries and the principle of
non-interference in each other’s inter-
nal affairs,” Pashinian underscored.

The Armenian prime minister’s
talks in Moscow come after a strong
Russian reaction to Yerevan’s pros-
ecution of a number of former govern-
ment officials, including ex-President
Robert Kocharian and ex-deputy De-
fense Minister Yuri Khachaturov, who
currently chairs the Collective Secu-

Continued on page 3

Armen Baibourtian
Appointed
Consul General of
Armeniain Los Angeles

YEREVAN -- Armenian Foreign
Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian has ap-
pointed Armen Baibourtian Armenia’s
Consul General in Los Angeles.

Armen Baibourtian was the Se-
nior Adviser to the United Nations
Resident Coordinator and the UNDP
Resident Representative in Armenia
from 2008 to 2013.

He twice served as Armenian
Deputy Foreign Minister between 1997
and 2000 and from 2004 until 2008
with portfolios in International Orga-
nizations, America, Europe, Asia-Pa-
cific, Africa and Legal Issues.

He was the Co-chairman of the
Security Dialogue with the USA be-
tween 1998 and 1999. In the capacity

Continued on page 3

Wiretapping of Armenia’s Top Law-Enforcement Officials

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Arme-
nian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian
has condemned the wiretapping and
posting of telephone conversations that
took place between the chiefs of secu-
rity and investigation agencies in late
July and concerned the prosecution of
ex-president Robert Kocharian and
other former officials in connection
with 2008 deadly post-election events.

The audio of the conversations
between National Security Service
(NSS) Director Artur Vanetsian and
Special Investigation Service (SIS)
head Sasun Khachatrian, both of whom
have confirmed its autheticisty, was
leaked to the media and published by
several news websites on Tuesday.

Based on the contents of the
recording critics have accused the
Pashinian administration of reneging
on its public pledge not to guide the
work of the judiciary.

In the audio Vanetsian and
Khachatrian discuss particular circum-
stances of the case against Kocharian,
who is charged with overthrowing
Armenia’s constitutional order during
the 2008 violence in which 10 people
were killed.

In particular, Vanetsian says that

the judge who was supposed to decide
on Kocharian’s arrest was afraid to
make a decision and telephoned him to
ask for directions. In the audio the
NSS chief also repeatedly warned the
SIS head not to arrest former deputy
defense minister Yuri Khachaturov,
who currently serves as secretary-
general of the Russian-led Collective
Security Treaty Organization.
Vanetsian explained that Khachaturov’s
arrest could entail “political problems.”

Reacting to the wiretapped con-

versations, the office of Kocharian
issued a statement today, describing
the case as “a classical example of a
political vendetta.”

Inalive Facebook broadcast later
on Tuesday, Pashinian condemned the
fact of the secrete recording and post-
ing of an audio with a telephone con-
versation between two security agen-
cies chiefs. At the same time, he put a
brave face on the situation, doubting

Continued onpage 4

Special Army Units
Accused Of Firing

At People In 2008
Post-Election Unrest

YEREVAN -- The army not only
participated in quelling post-election
protests in Armenia in 2008, but also
fired at people and residential build-
ings, a top Armenian investigator in-
sisted on Tuesday, referring to special
army units allegedly formed by former
authorities for the purpose.

Sasun Khachatrian, the head of
the Special Investigative Service (SSS),
held a joint press conference with
Director of the National Security Ser-
vice (NSS) Artur Vanetsian.

Foremr president Robert
Kocharian and several other senior
former officials are accused of breach-
ing the constitution by ordering the use
of the army to quell opposition pro-
tests in the wake of a disputed presi-
dential election in 2008. Ten people,
including two security officers, were
killed in the violence.

The investigation of the events
conducted during the 10-year presi-
dency of Serzh Sarkisian, Kocharian’s

Continued on page 3
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YEREVAN -- Former Armenian
Prime Minister Hovik Abrahamian has
been charged with “exceeding official
authorities” and “Illegally participating
in entrepreneurial activity” as part of a
criminal probe into a claim by an entre-
preneur that his business was snatched
from him a decade ago.

The Special Investigation Ser-
vice told RFE/RL’s Armenian service
(Azatutyun.am) on Saturday that
Abrahamian was not taken into cus-
tody after pledging not to leave the
country pending investigation.

The Investigation Committee of
Armenia earlier said that Abrahamian
is suspected of abusing his powers in
2008 by allegedly forcing a business-
man to give up a majority stake in a
mining company that later went to
other people, including the former prime
minister’s brother Henrikh Abrahamian.

Witnesses in the case, according
to the report, among the people in-
volved in the alleged abuse also named
former police chief and current law-
maker Alik Sargsian, who is linked
with the former ruling Republican Party
of Armenia.

Today’s official information
makes no mention of Abrahamian’s
connection to the 2008 post-election
events.

On August 9, law-enforcement
authorities launched a probe into
Abrahamian’s possible involvement in
the breakup of opposition protests
staged in Yerevan following a disputed
presidential election a decade ago.

The National Security Service
then arrested Abrahamian’s brother
Henrik after raiding a former industrial
plant effectively owned by Hovik
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Former PM Hovik Abrahamian Charged
With Abuse of Power, Illegal Enterprise

Abrahamian. It claimed to have found
a weapons cache there and said the
arsenal would be verified on its pos-
sible use against opposition protesters
on March 1-2, 2008.

In a separate statement, the se-
curity agency said it arrested Henrik
Abrahamian and the property’s formal
owner, Ambik Gevorgian, on suspi-
cion of illegal arms possession.

In a Facebook post on Septem-
ber 8 the former prime minister de-
nounced his prosecution describing it
as a manhunt. Abrahamian said that no
illegal items were found by law-en-
forcement bodies during searches at
the legal address where he is registered
and in the home where he actually
lives. He claimed he did not have any-
thing to do with the property where
security officials found the weap-
ons. “First, they publicly tried to
connect that place with me and then
the weapons found there with the
March 1-2, 2008 events. It is clear
that I was the target of this series of
distortions,” he claimed.

Russia Cancels Armenia’s Red Notice
for Former Defense Minister
Mikael Harutiunian on Its Territory

MOSCOW -- Russia has removed
former Armenian defense minister
Mikael Harutiunian from the list of
wanted suspects applied in its terri-
tory.

Harutiunian was declared wanted
by Armenian law enforcement agen-
cies on charges of breaching constitu-
tional order during the March 1 events
in 2008.

Law-enforcement officials said
they received a corresponding letter
from their Russian counterparts. They
did not clarify on what grounds the
Russian side made such a decision,
citing confidentiality of some of the
information stated in the letter.

“Upon studying the case against
Harutyunyan, who is accused for the
2008 March 1 events which took place
in Yerevan, a decision was made to
drop the manhunt on Russian terri-
tory,” a source in Russia said.

The source said that nothing
threatens Harutiunian on Russian terri-
tory, but he still may get arrested and
extradited to Armenia if he were to
travel to any other CIS member state.

The source also said that the red
notice on Harutiunian was received by
Russia a while ago not from the gen-
eral prosecution of Armenia but via

international manhunt channels. Ac-
cording to the source, the arrest war-
rant also includes the residence ad-
dress of the former minister in Mos-
cow.

In Armenia Harutiunian, who
served as defense minister during the
deadly post-election events in 2008
and issued a controversial order
barracking the troops days before the
crackdown on opposition supporters
in central Yerevan, is charged with
overthrowing the constitutional order.
Under Harutiunian’s order, which was
declassified recently, special groups
were set up and armed with service
weapons.

September 15, 2018

Turkish Court Issues International Arrest
Warrant for Prominent Publisher
Ragip Zarakolu

vl

ANKARA -- A Turkish court has
issued an Interpol Red Notice for Ragip
Zarakolu, a publisher, writer, and free
speech activist, as well as his extradi-
tion to Turkey on terrorism charges,
the Evrensel daily reported on Wednes-
day.

Zarakolu, the founder ofthe Belge
Publishing House in Turkey, has been
living in Sweden since 2013.

In 2011, a case was launched
against the publisher on charges of
aiding and abetting a terrorist organi-
zation due to a speech he made at the
Politics Academy of the now-defunct
pro-Kurdish Peace and Democracy
Party (BDP). He was arrested in Octo-
ber 2011 and released pending trial in
April 2012.

The decision for an Interpol Red
Notice and extradition request was
made by a high criminal court in
Istanbul six years after Zarakolu’s re-
lease from prison, Evrensel reported.

In a letter sent to the daily,
Zarakolu said the Turkish court’s ex-
tradition request was an attempt to
harass him.

“It is obvious that my continued
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defense of human rights, minority
rights, free speech, and peace as well
as expressing my views and my ar-
ticles have disturbed some. They can
be disturbed. I will move forward,”
the publisher said in his letter.

He also called on the public to
wage a campaign for the cancellation
of the court’s decision before the next
hearing on Sept. 28.

Zarakolu is a well-known politi-
cal activist who has been fighting for
freedom of expression in Turkey for
over 30 years, publishing books on
issues such as minority and human
rights. Belge publishing house is known
for publishing books by Armenian,
Greek and Kurdish authors in Turkish
editions, which have been subject to
publishing restrictions in various oc-
casions.

Zarakolu has been writing and
publishing about the Armenian Geno-
cide since the early 1990’s. Belge has
published over ten volumes on the
Armenian Genocide, for which he and
his family have been consistently per-
secuted and jailed by Turkish authori-
ties.

Moscow to Continue Supply of Weapons
to Armenia

MOSCOW — Russia has agreed
to continue to supply weapons to Ar-
menia, Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian
told the Kommersant newspaper in an
interview.

The comments in the newspaper
on September 9 come a day after
Pashinian met in Moscow with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin at a sen-
sitive time in Moscow-Yerevan rela-
tions.

“We agreed that supplies of Rus-
sian weapons will be continued rou-
tinely,” Pashinian said whenasked about
any agreements reached in his meet-
ings with Putin.

Pashinian added that the weap-
ons will be financed through loans and
that “we will discuss other options.”

Armenia in November 2017 took
on a $100 million Russian loan to
finance deliveries of weapons from
Moscow, Russian state-run TASS
news agency reported. It added that
the loan provides funds for Yerevan’s
use from 2018-22.

The quickly arranged meeting
between Pashinian and Putin came af-
ter a reported rise in tensions in Arme-
nian-Russian relations over an investi-
gation by the new Pashinian govern-

ment into events surrounding deadly
2008 postelection demonstrations.

Russia and Armenia have long
had close ties, but questions about the
relations have increased since Pashinian
in May ousted from power Serzh
Sarkisian, seen as close to Moscow.

The Armenian prime minister has
insisted that there is no “political com-
ponent” in the criminal case against
Kocharian. He has also denied any
political motives behind the prosecu-
tions of other former officials.

In his remarks before the meet-
ing, Putin said relations between Mos-
cow and Yerevan are developing
“steadily in all directions.”

“This concerns the sphere of
political relations, the military sphere,
and issues of security and economic
cooperation,” he said.

“I think that such frequency
emphasizes the special nature of rela-
tions between our countries, let me
say also the special nature of our per-
sonal relations,” he said.

Pashinian said in the Kommersant
interview that Putin had accepted his
invitation to visit Yerevan — “if not
before the end of the current year, then
early next year.”
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U.S. Embassy’s Franchise Conference
Connects American Businesses with
Armenian Investors

YEREVAN— The U.S. Embassy
in Yerevan and the U.S. Commercial
Service in Moscow, in partnership
with IDBank, organized a one-day con-
ference focused on franchise business
opportunities on September 5 in

Yerevan. The event is part of an
ongoing effort to foster trade and in-
vestment between the United States
and Armenia. The conference gave
participants rare and valuable early
access to well-known American brands
eager to enter the Armenian market.

“I know there are many success
stories waiting to be written here to-
day,” Ambassador Richard M. Mills,
Jr. said at the event’s opening. “It is
my hope that we, at the U.S. Embassy,
can set the stage for success by con-
necting Armenian and American com-
panies. Then we can step back and let
you do what you do best and build your
businesses.”

The franchise conference brought
U.S. and Armenian businesses together,

helping to forge new partnerships in
various sectors, including hospitality,
retail, and tourism. More than 50
Armenian business leaders and gov-
ernment officials attended the confer-
ence, along with representatives from
three U.S. corporations: Papa John’s
Pizza, Baskin Robbins, and Domino’s
Pizza. The American business repre-
sentatives presented their franchise
concepts and learned about the Arme-
nian business environment.

Along with presentations from
each of the American franchise busi-
nesses, participants heard from well-
known Armenian organizations about
business, financial, and legal consider-
ations, including the importance of
intellectual property rights as fran-
chising in Armenia develops further.

The event builds on the success
of a similar event in 2015 which re-
sulted in Tutti Frutti Frozen Yogurt
opening two franchises with local part-
ners in the region.

Putin and Pashinian Meet in Moscow

Continued frompage 1

rity Treaty Organization (CSTO), a
Russian-led defense pact of six
former Soviet countries, including
Armenia.

Both Kocharianand Khachaturov
are accused of breaching the constitu-
tional order during a deadly postelection
crackdown in 2008. After charging

Khachaturov Armenia also initiated a
procedure to recall him from the top
CSTO post.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov twice publicly denounced the
prosecutions of former officials in
Yerevan, arguing that they ran counter
to the new Armenian leadership’s ear-
lier pledges not to “persecute its prede-
cessors for political reasons.”

Special Army Units Accused Of Firing At People

Continued frompage 1

longtime ally and hand-picked succes-
sor, revealed no one who could be
charged in connection with the kill-
ings.

At today’s press conference SIS
head Khachatrian disclosed some de-
tails of the investigation, arguing that
investigators have proof of the army’s
involvement in the events.

“Our investigation has already
established that the army not only par-
ticipated in the events of March 1-2,
2008, but also fired in the direction of
people, apartments, that is, the army
fully participated in these actions. Sec-
ondly, I want to disclose more details
that I frankly did not want to do, but
today there is an occasion for that and
the public should know it. After the

secret order when it was decided to
gather servicemen from different mili-
tary units in Yerevan, soldiers were in
service at border posts without shifts,
as a result a very dangerous situation
was created, and you know that there
was an [ Azerbaijani commando] raid,”
Khachatrian said.

According to the top investiga-
tor, the most disgraceful thing that
happened to the army during those
days was that the country’s then lead-
ers “turned soldier into mercenaries
and used them against the people.”

“Within the framework of the
criminal case it has already been estab-
lished that in the period after February
23,[2008] and until March 7-8, [2008]
oligarchs gave money to soldiers to
protect them, their property, their po-
litical aspirations,” the SIS head said.

September 15, 2018

Genocides Exhibit and Lecture at
Henry Madden Library in Fresno

FRESNO (The Collegian) —
Fresno State hosted guest speaker Dr.
Clint Curle, senior advisor to the presi-
dent at the Canadian Museum for Hu-
man Rights, for the opening reception
of the Genocides of the 20th Century
exhibit on Sept. 6.

The evening began with an intro-
duction from Deborah Sinclair, the
Memorial De La Shoah museum’s head
of touring exhibitions in North
America.

Sinclair briefly discussed the
origins of the term genocide, and
the purpose and importance of learn-
ing about and comparing historic
atrocities.

“Comparing genocides makes it
possible to understand their common
elements and differences, leading to a
better understanding of the mecha-
nisms of the crimes,” Sinclair said.
“That is already the first step to pre-
vention.”

Sinclair then introduced Curle,
who also began by stating the impor-
tance of the discussion.

“I wish we didn’t have to have
this talk,” Curle said. “If we don’t talk
about it we basically doom ourselves
to the pattern of repetition.”

Curle then gave an overview of
the Armenian Genocide, and how the
atrocities committed therein were un-
precedented in the modern era.

He then explained that at the time
of the Armenian Genocide, the term
genocide had not yet been created, and
how a Polish-Jewish lawyer by the
name of Raphael Lemkin later coined
the term to describe the massacres
during the Jewish Holocaust.

Curle analogized the act of geno-
cide to a disease. He compared Dr.
Jonas Salk’s vaccine for polio to the
teaching of genocide, stating that by
educating youth on the horrors of the

Plirtores et
T

past we can eradicate the complicity
of populations to future acts of atroc-
ity.

“Think of the exhibit like the one
we have here as a vaccination,” Curle
said. “Do you think it’s possible to
create a lesson plan or to give children
an educational experience that helps
them develop an inner resistance to the
germ of genocide?”

Curle concluded his presentation
by fielding questions from the audi-
ence, during which he implored the
educators in attendance to consider
methods by which such an “educa-
tional vaccine” could be implemented.

The exhibit, which features pic-
tures and stories of the Armenian Geno-
cide, the Jewish Holocaust and the
Rwandan Genocide, is located in the
Leon S. Peters Ellipse Gallery on the
second floor of the Henry Madden
Library.

The exhibit was designed, cre-
ated and distributed by the Memorial
De La Shoah, a Holocaust museum in
Paris France, and will be on display
from Sept. 1 to Oct. 31.

Coordinator of Armenian Stud-
ies Program and Director of the
Armenian Studies Center Barlow Der
Mugrdechian reached out to the Me-
morial De La Shoah after seeing the
exhibit presented at the Armenian
Genocide Awareness Week, an an-
nual event at Scottsdale Community
College, at which he was a guest
speaker, to host the exhibit at Fresno
State.

“It’s all about educating people
about the tragedy and horror of geno-
cide, about thinking how one can pre-
vent it in the future” Mugrdechian
said. “There is so much continued
violence in the world. We have to be
aware that some of these could lead to
genocide if not stopped.”

Armen Baibourtian Appointed Consul General

Continued frompage 1

of Chief Negotiator with the European
Union, he led negotiations with the
European Commission on the Euro-
pean Neighborhood Policy in 2005 —
2006.

Dr. Baibourtian was Armenia’s
first Consul General in Los Angeles
from 1995 until 1997 and later its first
Ambassador to India, Nepal, Sri Lanka
and Indonesia from 2000 until 2004.
He also worked as Deputy Permanent
Representative of Armenia to the UN

in New York where he focused on
international security and conflict reso-
lution issues.

Baibourtian isreturning to the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs after ten years of
absence. He was among the diplomats
who resigned from the ministry in m
2008 after March 1 crackdown of sup-
porters of the opposition candidate for
president Levon Ter-Petrosian, that re-
sulted in the death of 10 citizens. At that
time, Armen Baibourtian was serving as
Deputy Foreign Minister of Armenia
since 2004.
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“The Whispering Witnesses of Time”
An Illustrated Talk About Anatolian Metalwork

E L : sats :" e ;-l
BURBANK -- Mr. Murat Bilir will
present “The Whispering Witnesses of
Time”, anillustrated talk about Anatolian
metalwork at the Western Diocese of
the Armenian Church of North America,
on October 13, 2018.

He will specifically focus on Ar-
menian inscribed objects and pieces
that were donated to churches and
monasteries and gifted to loved ones.
He will introduce several of the Arme-
nian masters of Anatolian metalwork,
which include Master Hagop of
Erzincan, Supreme Master Kevork of
Istanbul, Master Sarkis and approxi-
mately 70 Armenian masters of Antep/
Ayntap. He will also reflect on the
beautiful sayings and messages on these
artifacts, which served as status sym-
bols for the elite in society.

Mr. Bilir is an antiquarian who
has over 55 years of experience in the
market. He has established a promi-
nent reputation in the area of metal-
work and is well-respected by fellow

traders and customers alike. Addition-
ally, he is well-known in the Istanbul
community, where he frequently gives
talks, and has published numerous ar-
ticles about metalwork.

The event is dedicated to the
memory of Sarkis and Varvara
Keshishian, whose private copper col-
lectionis displayed inthe Ararat-Eskijian
Museum for the purpose of preserva-
tion of Armenian craftsmanship.

The event will be held under the
auspices of His Eminence Archbishop
Hovnan Derderian, Primate of the
Western Diocese of the Armenian
Church of North America.

For more information, please con-
tact (747) 500-7585 or
eskijian@ararat-eskijian-
museum.com.

The event will be live-streamed
on the Museum’s website and
Facebook page.

Free Admission - Open to the
Public

Wiretapping of Armenia’s Top
Law-Enforcement Officials

Continued frompage 1

the value of the “revelation” and its
implications.

Referring to his earlier public
statements in which he repeatedly said
that he would not use his office to
influence the judiciary, the prime min-
ister emphasized that he did not say
that judges, most of whom were ap-
pointed still by the former “corrupt”
system, did not continue to call and
ask for guidance.

The prime minister suggested that
a number of former “small and large”
officials, including Kocharian, ex-
president Serzh Sarkisian, ex-prime
minister Hovik Abrahamian, ex-
Yerevan mayor Taron Markarian and
others, were interested in thwarting
the process of justice in Armenia. But
he stressed that his government “will
not yield to blackmail.”

“The case of March 1, 2008 must
be disclosed, the murderers must be
brought to justice, what has been plun-
dered must be recovered,” Pashinian
declared in a stern tone.

The prime minister stressed that
his government will continue an un-
compromising struggle against cor-
ruption and urged people to turn out in
large numbers for a campaign rally of
his ally, Hayk Marutian, who is run-

ning for Yerevan mayor, which was
planned to be held in one of Yerevan’s
neighborhoods on Tuesday night.
Pashinian stressed that this way people
will show their support for his govern-
ment and its fight against corruption.
Later, at the rally, Pashinian de-
scribed the wiretapping of the security
official as “a conspiracy and crime
against the statehood of Armenia.” “I
have instructed the National Security
Service, the police to find those who
organized the conspiracy within the
shortest possible period of time and
hold them accountable in the strictest
terms,” the Armenian premier said.
Pashinian ordered security ser-
vices to start raids to “disarm oli-
garchs and their so-called bodyguards”
who had “imported wiretapping equip-
ment and set up their own special
services within the state.”
Meanwhile, at a joint press confer-
ence with the SIS head held the same day
NSS Director Vanetsiansaid thata crimi-
nal case was launched in connection
with the fact of the wiretapping. He
voiced confidence that those respon-
sible will be held accountable.
“Money plundered from Arme-
nia will be recovered and the mur-
derers will appear in court. This
process is unstoppable,” the NSS
chief declared.
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AGBU Hye Geen Talks: Sexual Harassment

By Arvin Demerjian

On Saturday, August 18, 2018,
AGBU Hye Geen hosted a conference
titled: “Sexual Harassment: Understand,
Prevent, Respond” at the AGBU Vatche
& Tamar Manoukian Center. The con-
ference aimed to bring forth the sub-
ject of sexual harassment—something
that is often difficult to talk about.
Three experts were invited to speak on
the topic in order to provide an outlook
on the different facets of sexual ha-
rassment.

The first speaker was Alene
Tchekmedyian, staff writer at the Los
Angeles Times. Tchekmedyian earned
her undergraduate degree from UCLA
and later went on to receive her
master’s degree in journalism from
Columbia. She opened the discussion
by providing statistics that show the
increase of sexual harassment and
assault reports over the years. In
2015, there were over 90,000 re-
ported incidents in the United States,
and that number keeps increasing.
Many incidents don’t get reported out
of a fear of reporting, or the fear of
being told to “tough it out.”
Tchekmedyian discussed the #MeToo
movement that began in October of
2017. This social-media based move-
ment began in the entertainment in-
dustry, exposing sexual harassment
and assault perpetrators to the public,
but has now expanded and reached
thousands of others. The goal of this
movement is to create awareness of
the magnitude of this societal issue,
since roughly only 25% of these inci-
dents get reported. As a result of the
#MeToo movement, more than 40 of
the accused have faced the conse-
quences of their actions, some even
losing their jobs and titles.

While Tchekmedyian shed light
on the social aspects and statistics of
sexual harassment, Los Angeles
County Deputy District Attorney,
Rouman Ebrahim informed attendants
about the legal consequences of sexual
harassment and assault cases. During
his career, Ebrahim has spent eight
years working explicitly on sex crime
cases. Focusing on educating the at-
tendees, he began by explaining the
penal code and statute of limitations
regarding sexual incident reports.
Before turning his attention to cases
within California, Ebrahim discussed
that cases across the United States
are treated differently due to differing
laws regarding sexual harassment and
assault. In California, most cases have
to be prosecuted within three years,

but in some cases, the statute of
limitations have and can be extended
to ten years or more. Even if a pros-
ecution does not occur, he reminded
attendees that it is still important to
file a report, as it will create a record
against the offender, and help in fu-
ture cases. Ebrahim finished strong
by emphasizing the importance of
taking matters into our own hands
within the parameters of the law, and
not waiting for the criminal justice
system to resolve the issue of sexual
harassment. He stressed that having
courage to stand up as a whole against
sexual harassment and crimes is nec-
essary. It all starts with not being
afraid to report incidents.

Following Ebrahim’s educational
and empowering speech, Shaheh
Shabanian, a peer educator at Califor-
nia State University Northridge and a
co-founder of Men C.A.R.E., a cam-
pus-based activism group that hosts
workshops and presentations revolv-
ing around rape culture, sexual con-
sent, and gender-based violence, took
the stage. Men C.A.R.E stands for
Men Creating Attitudes for a Rape-free
Environment. Shabanian defined rape
culture as being a sociological con-
cept. Society promotes behaviors that
are damaging, violent, and disruptive,
which leads to toxic masculinity, and
in turn creates an environment for
sexual harassment to be viewed as
normal. In many cases, that socio-
logical concept is why victims of
sexual assault aren’t believed. Men
C.A.R.E works against these social
characteristics to encourage and sup-
port healthy masculinity. It promotes
safe behaviors and pushes for by-
stander intervention. Shabanian ech-
oed Ebrahim’s message and reminded
attendees of the conference the im-
portance of being an active voice in
today’s society. Openly discussing
toxic habits with the youth is impor-
tant in order to prevent them from
developing.

Following the three speakers,
attendees were given the opportunity
to ask their pressing questions. Ques-
tions addressed topics such as the
range of severity of sexual harass-
ment and the common reasons vic-
tims choose not to report incidents.
During this time, Ebrahim made clear
that even when a victim does not feel
ready to report an incident, it is still
important for them to talk to some-
one about it, such as a professional
who will keep the incident confiden-
tial until the victim feels comfortable
to report it.
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Master of Ceremonies .
626.487.5878
mpoulos@amaa.org

AMAA Centennial Banquet

Los Angeles — October 20, 6 pm , AMAA Centennial Ban-
quet at Biltmore Hotel will honor Benefactors Stephen Philibosian
and Conte Foundations, Sheen Family Trust, Gerald and Patricia
Turpanjian, TF Educational Foundation. Kenneth Khachigian,

For motre information call Levon Filian
or the AMAA Office

201.265.2607 or e-mail
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Yes, I wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 * $100,00 (first class) for USA
$ 125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.
$ 250,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.

Address:

Country: -——---—————--
Tel: Email:
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VA Print Media

Book Printing « Hard Covers « Year Books
Restoration of Old Books & Bibles
(bl'l[l q-hp@han Su.lumt[mL[;Him‘u T8
Lbh %t‘[‘@h[.m .l,n[mrlru pl:ufu Lmd’m[l
Zhnwduwgul) 10.2E BQUAULBLUpY

Vahe Atchabahian
1743 E. Elizabeth St. - Pasadena, CA 91104

Tel: 626-793-6220 -« Cell: 626-354-5924

vamedia@yahoo.com « www.vaprinimedia.com

Qtp Owlnignuiltipp dunwhbgtp

«Uwuhu» Guwpwpwptipnphl

T: (626) 797-7680 massis2@earthlink.net
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VERDUGO PARK GLENDALE

1621 Canada Blvd., Glendale, CA, 91206

Starting at 11:00 am

Live Music & Dancing
G'S Nh MU0
WA A Art Work Exibition
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Kids Games
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Armenian Food
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A\ Manufacturing,Inc.
& By TED & NORA KOROGHLIAN




