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Counterrevolutionary’ Bill Sparks Protests In Armenia
Pashinian Dismisses ARF and Prosperous Armenia Party Ministers and Governors
Calls for Snap Parliamentary Elections

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Re-
sponding to an appeal from Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinian, thousands of
people began gathering in Yerevan late
on Tuesday after the Armenian parlia-
ment hastily passed a bill that could
seriously complicate his plans to force
snap general elections.

Deputies representing not only
Serzh Sarkisian’s Republican Party
(HHK) but also the Prosperous Arme-
nia (BHK) and Dashnaktsutyun parties
backed the bill despite Pashinian’s
warnings not to “again create a revolu-
tionary situation in the country.”

“Those forces that participated
in the drafting of that bill and were
going to vote for it are exposing them-
selves as counterrevolutionary forces,”
Pashinian said after meeting with the
HHK’s parliamentary leaders. “All those
who will vote for or back this bill will
declare a political war against the
people.”

Pashinian urged supporters to
rally outside the parliament building
when the parliament majority ignored
the warning. They were quick to gather
there and block the entrances to the
National Assembly. The premier was
due to address the crowd later in the
evening.

Eduard Sharmazanov, the HHK
spokesman and a deputy parliament
speaker, insisted that the bill is not
aimed at preventing the conduct of
snap parliamentary elections. He said it
is only meant to protect lawmakers

against outside “pressures.”

“The National Assembly is an
independent body and its members are
free to vote in accordance with their
conscience,” Sharmazanov told report-
ers. He accused Pashinian of interfer-
ing in the work of the legislature.

Under the Armenian constitution,
fresh polls can be held only if the prime
minister resigns and the parliament
fails to replace him or her within two
weeks.

Some observers suggested ear-
lier that in case of Pashinian’s tactical
resignation his supporters will block-
ade the parliament to prevent it from
electing another premier during the
two-week period. The controversial
bill effectively extended that period
indefinitely.

December 2018 will be the time of
early parliamentary elections

Speaking to reporters at the Na-
tional Assembly, the premier also reit-
erated his cabinet’s strong commit-
ment to assist in the conduct of a free
and democratic voting.

“A direct democratic government
has now been established in Armenia.
If it turns out that I am not the people’s
representative in the status of Prime
Minister, then no elections will take
place. But if I turn out to be one,
elections will be conducted,” Pashinian
stated.

Pashinian added that he also met
with President of the National Assem-

e o

Social Democrat Hunchakian Party
Announcement

The Social Democrat Hunchakian Party considers the only way out of the
unstable and unpredictable situation in the country is snap parliamentary
elections, hence the SDHP expresses its full agreement and support to the idea
of extraordinary parliamentary elections initiated by the Prime Minister.

At the same time, we urge political forces not to impede the natural course
of change in the country and create an explosive atmosphere of intolerance
which will lead to unpredictable consequences.

The SDHP has great hope that the existing political crisis will be solved
through mutual respect, as well as meeting the logical demand of the majority
of Republic of Armenia citizens and conduct early parliamentary election.

SDHP Armenia

bly Ara Babloyan earlier today to dis-
cuss the change to the Law on the
Regulations of the National Assembly,
proposed by the Republican Party of
Armenia.

The adopted change says if a
parliament session can not be held
because of the lack of quorum or if
there is quorum, but an obstacle is
created for the participation of law-
makers, the session should be sus-
pended and resumed after the imped-
ing circumstances are eliminated.

In comments on the proposed
change Pashinian said that all those who
support it are counter-revolutionaries.
’If previously there were doubts about
whether there is counter-revolution in
Armenia or not, now I say officially that
yes, there is counter-revolution that con-

sists ofall individuals and political forces
that backed the change,’

Pashinian also tasked his admin-
istration to prepare a decision on dis-
missing ministers and governors rep-
resenting the ARF and the Prosperous
Armenia Party.

“Today we have to speak about
the new political situation in Armenia
and its solution. Yesterday and today a
shameful bill was hastily introduced
by the MPs representing the RPA,
Tsarukyan Block and ARF the aim of
which is very clear- carry out counter-
revolution in Armenia by blocking the
opportunities of holding early parlia-
mentary elections. And yes, the adop-
tion of this bill is a conspiracy against
the highest power of Armenia — the
people of Armenia”, Pashinian said.

Charles Aznavour Legendary
French-Armenian Singer Dies at 94

PARIS — French-Armenian
singer-songwriter-actor Charles
Aznavour has died at the age of 94. He
died overnight at one of his homes, in
the southeast of France, a spokes-
woman said on October 1.

Aznavour, the son of Armenian
immigrants and a performer whose
worldwide fame rivaled that of stars
such as Elvis Presley and Bob Dylan,
continued to perform to packed stadi-
ums around the world into his 90s,
started his career when he was 9
years old as an actor in Paris. He was
best known for songs such as “She,”
“Yesterday When I Was Young” and
“For Mama”. Aznavour sold more
than 180 million records and appeared
in more than 60 films. Bob Dylan
considered Aznavour, sometimes re-
ferred to as a Gallic Frank Sinatra, to
be “one of the greatest live perform-
ers” he’d ever seen.

Born  Shahnour Varinag
AznavourianinParis in 1924, Aznavour
began his career peddling his music to

French artists of the 1940s and 1950s
such as Edith Piaf, Maurice Chevalier,
and Charles Trenet. He came to promi-
nence after Piaf took him with her on
tour in France and to the United States
after World War II.

Aznavour won fans around the

Continued onpage 3
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Armenian and Azeri FMs Meet in New York

Pashinian Reports ‘Conversation’ With Aliyev

WWW. ZoV.:

DUSHANBE (RFE/RL)— Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinian said on Fri-
day that he spoke with Azerbaijan’s
President Ilham Aliyev at a summit of
former Soviet republics held in
Tajikistan’s capital Dushanbe.

“l had a conversation with
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev in
Dushanbe,” he wrote on his Facebook
page. “I will give details on my return
to Yerevan.”

Pashinian and Aliyev were first
introduced to each other by Russian
President Vladimir Putin when they
attended in June the opening ceremony
of the 2018 football World Cup hosted
by Russia. They have held no formal
negotiations yet, leaving it to their
foreign ministers to discuss ways of
reviving the Nagorno-Karabakh peace
process.

Foreign Minister Zohrab
Mnatsakanian and his Azerbaijani coun-
terpart ElImar Mammadyarov most re-
cently met in New York on Wednes-
day. The Armenian Foreign Ministry
described as “useful” the talks held in

the presence of the U.S., Russian and
French mediators co-chairing the
OSCE Minsk Group.

The co-chairs said on Thursday
that Mammadyarov and Mnatsakanian
“confirmed the importance of taking
measures to intensify the negotiation
process and to take additional steps to
reduce tensions.” “The Ministers
agreed to meet again before the end of
the year,” they said in a joint state-
ment.

The co-chairs said they also “cau-
tioned the Ministers about the dangers
of escalation” and urged the conflict-
ing sides to “avoid inflammatory rheto-
ric.” “The Co-Chairs underscored that
a comprehensive settlement will re-
quire compromises on all sides,” added
their statement.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
spokesman, Tigran Balayan, indicated
earlier this week that there are no plans
yet to organize a meeting of Pashinian
and Aliyev. “That meeting must not be
an end in itself,” he said. “It needs to
have substance.”

Turkish Boy Released from Armenian Jail
Says Wants to Continue Education in Yerevan

YEREVAN (Armradio) — Umut
Ali Ozmen, the 16-year-old Turkish
boy, who has been released from jail
two months after he crossed the Ar-
menian border, says “Armenia is a
wonderful country, very beautiful and
very clean.”

Speaking exclusively to Public
Radio of Armenia, Umut said people
here are very hospitable.

The boy, who is rather well-
educated, crossed the Armenian bor-
der out of curiously.

Having seen Armenia from the
other side of the border he had always
been curious to see what was on the
other bank of the river.

When grazing sheep he crossed
the river and tried to step closer to see
Armenia from the height of a hill. There
he was spotted by border guards and
was subsequently detained and handed
over to law-enforcement bodies.

The teenager was released from
jail on Tuesday. Later today he expects
to get a document that will allow him to
leave the country legally.

Because of absence of diplomatic
relations between Armenia and Tur-
key, Georgia will be acting as mediator
in the process. Tomorrow morning
Umut and his father, who has also been

— . B
in Armenia for a couple of days, will
visit the Turkish Embassy in Tbilisi,
and will probably return home on
Thursday.

After having spent a while in
Armenia, Umut’s father says he would
like his son to get medical education in
Yerevan.

The boy says he will be leaving
Armenia with warm feelings. He has
even learnt some Armenian words and
made friends during the two-month
stay in Armenia.

Umut and his father say they
would like to see the Armenian-Turk-
ish border open and pledge to return to
Armenia one day as tourists.

NEW YORK — The foreign min-
isters of Armenia and Azerbaijan met
in New York late on Wednesday for
fresh talks on the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict which official Yerevan de-
scribed as “useful.”

The three-hour talks between
Zohrab Mnatsakanian and Elmar
Mammadyarov began in the presence
of the U.S., Russian and French me-
diators co-chairing the OSCE Minsk
Group. The two ministers then had a
one-on-one discussion.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
called the talks a “useful exchange of
thoughts” on how to resolve the
Karabakh conflict. “The interlocutors
agreed to continue the dialogue, in-
cluding within the framework of the
co-chairs’ upcoming visit to the re-
gion,” it said in a statement.

Mammadyarov made similar com-
ments on what was his second meet-
ing with Mnatsakanian in over two
months. “It was an interesting and
important exchange of views on con-
tinuing developments in the conflict’s
resolution as well as about what needs
to be done for establishing a lasting
peace in the region,” the Azerbaijani
news agency Trend quoted him as
saying.

“We agreed to continue negotia-
tions next month, including through
the co-chairs’ visit to the region,”
added the Azerbaijani minister.

Speaking earlier on Wednesday,
the Armenian Foreign Ministry spokes-
man, Tigran Balayan, reiterated the
official Armenian line that major

progress towards a Karabakh settle-
ment requires an “atmosphere condu-
cive to peace.” In that regard, Balayan
pointed to Baku’s reluctance to imple-
ment confidence-building agreements
that were reached by the leaders of the
two warring nations in 2016.

Those agreements envisage spe-
cific safeguards against deadly
ceasefire violations along the “line of
contact” around Karabakh and the Ar-
menian-Azerbaijani border.

Tension on those frontlines
seems to have somewhat increased in
recent weeks. Karabakh’s Armenian-
backed army reported that one of its
soldiers, Aghasi Mkrtchian, was shot
dead by Azerbaijani forces on Wednes-
day evening.

Mammadyarov and Mnatsakanian
met in New York the day after Arme-
nian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian hit
out at Azerbaijan in a speech delivered
at a session of the UN General Assem-
bly.

Pashinian portrayed Baku’s re-
fusal to directly negotiate with
Karabakh’s ethnic Armenian leader as
further proof of its desire to “cleanse
Armenians from Karabakh.”

“How can Azerbaijan lay claimto
Nagorno-Karabakh without even
speaking to Nagorno-Karabakh?” he
said. “Is this possible? This is possible
only if the Azerbaijani government
wants the territory but not its people.”

The Armenian leader also stated
that the Karabakh dispute must be
resolved through “mutual concessions
by all sides.” He did not elaborate.

Russian Creditor Takes Over
Troubled Copper Mine In Armenia

YEREVAN -- A Russian com-
mercial bank has gained control over
Armenia’s second largest copper and
molybdenum mine after its owner's
failure to repay hundreds of millions of
dollars in outstanding debts.

The VTB bank lent Vallex Group,
a private mining company, the bulk of
$380 million which the latter claims to
have spent on building mining and ore-
processing facilities at the Teghut de-
posit in the northern Lori province.
Open-pit mining operations there be-
gan in 2014.

Vallex was no longer able to re-
pay the debt after shutting down the
mine in January this year. Most of the
1,200 or so people working at Teghut
were laid off as a result.

It emerged afterwards that in
order to reopen the mine Vallex needs
substantial investments to refurbish its

tailings dump which poses a threat to
the environment.

Visiting Teghut in August,
Armenia’s Deputy Prime Minister Tigran
Aviniansaidthe Liechtenstein-registered
company is now trying to secure a fresh
loan from VTB for that purpose. “Either
Vallex will again exploit the Teghut mine
or a new company will take over,”
Avinian told reporters.

The talks between Vallex and VTB
appear to have ended in failure. Sahak
Karapetian, a senior Vallex executive
who managed the Teghut operation until
recently, told RFE/RL’s Armenian ser-
vice (Azatutyun.am) on Monday that the
Russian bank has taken over the mine in
payment for the debt.

Karapetian admitted that Vallex
now also risks losing ownership of an
aging copper smelter located in the
nearby town of Alaverdi.
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Ladies Auxiliary of the Western Diocese
Honor Former Primate Archbishop
Vatche Hovsepian

BEVERLY HILLS— The Ladies
Auxiliary of the Western Diocese un-
der the auspices of His Eminence Arch-
bishop Hovnan Derderian, hosted a
celebration banquet on September 23,
2018 honoring former Primate, His
Eminence Archbishop Vatche
Hovsepian and “his Ladies” who
worked with him in building the West-
ern Diocese. Aptly titled “A Legacy of
Love,” this special occasion, which
began with a reception and was fol-
lowed by a luncheon and program,
was held at the prestigious Beverly
Hills Hotel. The event reflected on
Archbishop Hovsepian’s initiative in
establishing the Ladies Auxiliary fol-
lowing his arrival in Los Angeles as
Primate in 1971.

The invocation was delivered by
Rev. Fr. Vazken Movsesian. Introduc-
tory and welcoming remarks were made
by Ladies Auxiliary Chair Mrs. Cindy
Norian and were followed by recollec-
tions of the Primacy of Archbishop
Vatche Hovsepian by Mr. Bob
Simonian, Mr. Bob Barsam. The guests
enjoyed the musical performances of
soloist Karin Sue Mushegain who was
accompanied by Lina Zoolalian on the

piano. Remarks were also delivered by
the honoree’s nephew Mr.Vartan
Hovsepian.

In his remarks, Diocesan Pri-
mate Archbishop Hovnan Derderian
reflected on the importance of the
founding of the Ladies Auxiliary by
H.E. Abp. Hovnan Derderian.
“Founded forty years ago and func-
tioning as the only Diocesan commit-
tee, the Ladies Auxiliary has played a
tremendous role in the overall pros-
perity of the Western Diocese. Dear
Brother in Christ, we are confident
that you and the founding members of
the Ladies Auxiliary will find it com-
forting in knowing that more than 30
auxiliary committees presently oper-
ate at the Western Diocese and they
continue to carry on the missions
established by Your Eminence and
former Diocesan Primates,” stated
Archbishop Derderian.

Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian
extended his gratitude to the Ladies
Auxiliary for the wonderful initiative
and requested all guests to remember
in their prayers the departed souls of
the founding members of the Ladies
Auxiliary.

AAF Shipped $8.9 Million of Aid
To Armenia and Artsakh July-September 2018

GLENDALE — The Armenia
Artsakh Fund (AAF) delivered $8.9
million of humanitarian assistance to
Armenia and Artsakh during the third
quarter of 2018.

The AAF collected the entire $8.9
million of medicines and other supplies
donated by Americares ($7.9 million)
and MAP International ($1 million).

The Kansas National Guard pro-
vided free space on board its military
plane in September 2018 to Yerevan,
to carry $210,000 worth of medicines
donated by Americares for the Health
Ministry of Armenia.

The Armenian American Medi-
cal Society of California generously
donated the cost of transporting can-
cer medicines with a total value of $1
million donated by MAP International.
These cancer medicines were sent to
the health ministries of Armenia and
Artsakh.

The medicines and medical sup-
plies donated during this period were
sent to the AGBU Claudia Nazarian

Medical Center for Syrian Armenian
Refugees in Yerevan, Arabkir United
Children’s Foundation, Fund for Ar-
menian Relief, Institute of
Perinatology, Obstetrics and Gynecol-
ogy Center, Metsn Nerses Charitable
Organization, Muratsan Children’s En-
docrinology Center, Nork Marash
Medical Center and St. Grigor
Lusavorich Medical Center, and the
health ministries of Armenia and
Artsakh.

In the first nine months of 2018
AAF shipped to Armenia and Artsakh
$20.7 million of medicines, medical
supplies and other relief products. In
the past 30 years, including the ship-
ments under its predecessor, the United
Armenian Fund, the AAF has delivered
to Armenia and Artsakh a grand total
of $806 million worth of relief supplies
on board 158 airlifts and 2,410 sea
containers.

“The Armenia Artsakh Fund is
regularly offered free of charge mil-
lions of dollars worth of life-saving
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Armenian American Museum Launches
Groundbreaking Campaign
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GLENDALE — The Armenian
American Museum and Cultural Cen-
ter of California has announced the
launch of its Groundbreaking Cam-
paign to raise awareness and raise
funds for the historic project lead-
ing up to the highly anticipated
groundbreaking celebration.

Museum officials will be hosting a
wide range of events, presentations, and
activities during the Groundbreaking
Campaign to raise awareness for the
developing cultural and educational cen-
ter. Community members are encour-
aged to participate in the community-
wide fundraising drive and contribute to
the campaign. Museum representatives
and volunteers kicked off the campaign
over the weekend engaging with com-
munity members and supporters at sev-
eral community centers, churches, and
events throughout Southern California.

“We are excited to kick off the
Armenian American Museum’s
Groundbreaking Campaign,” stated
Executive Chairman Berdj Karapetian.

“We invite our community to get in-
volved with the landmark project and
contribute to the campaign. Together,
we will achieve our community’s vi-
sion for a cultural and educational
center that will serve generations to
come.”

The City of Glendale formally
signed the Ground Lease Agreement on
September 18, 2018, officially marking
downtown Glendale’s Central Park as
the future home of the Armenian Ameri-
can Museum.

The Armenian American Museum
will be the first world class cultural and
educational center of its kind in America.
The Museum program will feature a
Permanent Armenian Exhibition, Trav-
eling Multicultural Exhibitions, Perform-
ing Arts Theater, Innovative Learning
Center, Museum Archives, Café, and
Gift Shop.

To learn more about how you can
join and support the Groundbreaking
C a m p a i g n |,
www.ArmenianAmericanMuseum.org.

Charles Aznavour Legendary

Continued frompage 1

world with his versatile tenor, lush
lyrics, and kinetic stage presence.

News of the singer’s death gener-
ated an outpouring of grief and gratitude.

“Profoundly French, viscerally
attached to his Armenian roots and
recognized the world over, Charles
Aznavour shared the joy and pain of
three generations. His masterpieces,
the timbre of his voice and his unique
influence will long outlive him.” French
Presient Emmanuel Macron said in a
Tweet.

“Merci, Monsieur Aznavour,”
French government spokesman Ben-
jamin Griveaux tweeted.

“Goodbye Mr. Aznavour, your
songs will remain eternal. I feel like
I’ve lost my grandfather,” a Twitter
user with the handle Patrice.B remarked
in French.

Aznavour — whose career
spanned eight decades and who had
planned to go back on tour later in
October — said last week that he
dreamed of breathing his last breath on
stage.

“AllTcandois live, and I live on
stage. I am happy up there, and you

can see that,” he said.

Aznavour had had his first No. 1
hit in 1956 with Sur Ma Vie (In My
Life), which was followed by one of
his biggest hits, Je M’voyais Deja (It
Will Be My Day). His role in Francois
Truffaut’s 1960 film Shoot The Piano
Player brought him international fame.

Aznavour grew up on Paris’s
Left Bank, born to a mother who was
an actress and a father who was a
singer and also worked as a cook and
restaurant manager. His father immi-
grated from Georgia and his mother
from the Ottoman Turkey, where up
to 1.5 million Armenians were killed in
World War I-era Genocide.

After the devastating 1988 earth-
quake that killed at least 25,000 people
in what was then Soviet Armenia,
Aznavour founded the charitable orga-
nization Aznavour for Armenia along
with his longtime friend, impresario
Levon Sayan.

In 2009, the Armenian govern-
ment appointed him ambassador to
Switzerland and its delegate to the
United Nations agencies in Geneva.

In August 2017, Aznavour was
awarded the 2,618th star on the Holly-
wood Walk of Fame.

medicines and medical supplies. All we
have to do is pay for the shipping
expenses. We would welcome your
generous donations to be able to con-
tinue delivering this valuable assis-

tance to all medical centers in Armenia
and Artsakh,” stated Harut Sassounian,
the President of AAF.

For more information, call (818)
241-8900; Email: sassoun@pacbell.net.
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Architect Ronald Altoon to Present ‘“Ancient
Monasteries and Churches of Armenia”

WATERTOWN, MA — Archi-
tect Ronald Altoon will present an
illustrated talk entitled “Ancient Mon-
asteries and Churches of Armenia: A
Photographic Pilgrimage,” atthe AGBU
New England Center, 247 Mt. Auburn
St., Watertown, MA, on Thursday,
October 11, 2018, at 7:30 p.m. The
event is sponsored by the National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR).

This lecture traces visits to 30
separate 5th to 13th century Armenian
spiritual facilities, with overview and
detail images. The photographic im-
ages were collected on some 15 visits
to Armenia, beginning in 1989 while
leading a planning and design team in
response to the Spitak Earthquake.
Subsequent trips while working as an
architect designing the American Uni-
versity of Armenia Paramaz Avedisian
Building, as well as consulting on the
AMAA Avedisian High School & Com-
munity Center in order to encourage
that it would become the first LEED
Certified building in the greater
Caucasus, produced a deeper under-
standing of the development of this
religious prototype. Many of these
buildings preceded the development of
the great cathedrals of Europe, and
serve as an early point of reference as

the Christian church began the devel-
opment of its liturgically inspired pro-
totypical buildings.

Ronald Altoon, FAIA, President
& CEO of Altoon Strategic, LLC, was
Founding Design Partner of the award-
winning architectural firm Altoon Part-
ners, which provided master planning,
urban design, and architectural design
on complex mixed-use projects world-
wide. He servedas 1998 National Presi-
dent of the American Institute of Ar-
chitects, previously organizing and
leading a team of architects to Armenia
in 1989 to develop a master plan and
design principles for the devastated
epicenter city of Spitak. He sits on the
Board of Trustees of Woodbury Uni-
versity, and is a former Trustee of the
International Council of Shopping Cen-
ters, former Chair of the Urban Land
Institute Los Angeles District Council,
Member of Council of the Interna-
tional Union of Architects (UIA), and
USC Alumni Association Board of
Governors.

This event is free and open to the
public. A reception and refreshments
will immediately follow the program
and question-and-answer session.

For more information about this
program, contact NAASR at 617-489-
1610 or hq@naasr.org.

Art Exhibition Features Artists
Samuelian and Abedian

“The Business of Regret: Perspectives on War, Chaos and the
Rejection of Violence” exhibit featuring the art of Henrik Abedian
and Varaz Samuelian-October 3 and 4, 2018 at Fresno State

War, Chaos and the Rejection of Violence
Art of Varaz Samuelian and Henrik Abedian
Artst/Panel Talk: Wednesday, October 3, 2018, 530 t0 630 pm.

FRESNO — The Fresno State
Armenian Studies Program, the Center
for Creativity and the Arts, and the
Department of Art & Design are orga-
nizing a show featuring a selection of
artwork by Varaz Samuelian and con-
temporary artist Henrik Abedian.

The opening ArtHop reception

will take place on Thursday, October 4
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the M Street
Graduate Studios, 1419 M Street in
Downtown Fresno. The exhibition will
continue through Oct. 28th. Gallery
hours are Friday to Sunday from 12
p.m. to 4 p.m. Free parking is available
on M Street near the studio.

Dr. Umit Kurt to speak on “Proactive Local
Perpetrators: Mehmet Yasin (Sani Kutlug)
and Ali Cenani” at Fresno State

FRESNO — Kazan Visiting Pro-
fessor in Armenian Studies Dr. Umit
Kurt will give his second public lecture
on “Proactive Local Perpetrators:
Mehmet Yasin (Sani Kutlug) and Ali
Cenani” at 7:30PM on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 16,2018, in the University Business
Center, Alice Peters Auditorium, Room
191 on the Fresno State campus.

Dr. Kurt was appointed the 15th
Henry S. Khanzadian Kazan Visiting
Professor in Armenian Studies for the
Fall 2018 semester.

While there is an extensive body
of literature addressing the Armenian
Genocide, significant gaps persist. The
events and processes of the genocide
have been unearthed and examined,
but genocide is not a phenomenon set
in motion by a force of nature; on the
contrary, the systematic destruction
of Ottoman Armenians was designed
and executed by a cadre of individuals,
most of whom are little known today.

In his presentation, Dr. Kurt will
recover the stories of two such actors,
Mehmet Yasin and Ali Cenani, in a
particular town, Aintab, modern-day
Gaziantep, and in the surrounding dis-
trict, where both were actively in-
volved in the destruction of Arme-
nians. In this destruction, they were
supported by the citizenry of the town,
who—whether or not they approved
of the actions these two operatives—
did not criticize them and did profit
from their activities.

Biographies of a genocide’s local
leaders—the simple, objective features
of their backgrounds and careers and
their relationship with their communi-
ties—canillustrate the social processes,
institutional cultures, and power rela-
tions that undergirded the violence.
This lecture hopes to do this by high-
lighting the human element: the actors,
their motives, and their actions, which

ultimately bore responsibility for the
catastrophic loss of life.

The lecture will focus on the life
stories of these two leading players—
on their backgrounds, deeds, and in-
volvement in the 1915 Armenian de-
portation and genocide, as well as their
careers in post-genocide Turkey.

Dr. Umit Kurt received his Ph.D.
from the Department of History at
Clark University in 2016 and is cur-
rently a Polonsky Fellow at the Van
Leer Jerusalem Institute.

Dr. Kurt is the author of several
monographs and numerous scholarly
articles.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Parkingis available in Fresno
State Lots P6 and P35, near the Univer-
sity Business Center, Fresno State. A
free parking code can be obtained by
contacting the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram.

For more information about the
lecture please contact the Armenian
Studies Programat 278-2669, visit our
website at www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies or visit our Facebook
page at
@ArmenianStudiesFresnoState.

The exhibition and artist talk is
part of the Center for Creativity and
the Arts (CCA) 2018-2019 theme
“Crossroads.” The “Business of Re-
grets” examines the intersections of
past and present artists’ views on war.

“As a society, we are at a cross-
roads or juncture, on how we choose
to address violence and war in particu-
lar. On a global scale, we are witness-
ing the impact that war is having on the
world. Families and societies are being
torn apart,” said Dr. Cindy Urrutia,
CCA Director. “As citizens of the world,
it is important to not only be aware of
the impact of war but to have conver-
sations on it so that we can strive for
a more just world. War is not some
imaginary place. It is real.”

A discussion with panelists
Abedian, Urrutia and Fresno State Ar-
menian Studies Program Coordinator
Barlow Der Mugrdechian will be held
at the University Business Center, A.
Peters Auditorium, Fresno State on
Wednesday, October 3, from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m..

“The exhibition ‘The Business of
Regret: War, Chaos, and the Rejection
of Violence’ is important to Fresno
State because it brings the perspec-
tives of two artists to the question of

violence and how we address it,” said
Der Mugrdechian. “Their works stress
the rejection of violence, and because
they are from two different genera-
tions, they each bring their unique
view to the question. They have differ-
ent experiences, but their art brings
them to similar conclusions. That they
are both Armenian is also interesting,
as Armenians have faced Genocide
and war in the 20th century from a
unique vantage point. ”’

Henrik Abedian was born into a
multi-generational family of photogra-
phers, Abedian integrates several styles
of image design and absorbed a myriad of
influences and refined his attention to
form, light, and especially color. His
images reflect a focus on the intersection
of technology and media in modern life.

Varaz Samuelian was a prolific
artist, born in 1917, with a large body
of work. He had strong views on war
and created art that addressed it. The
exhibition will display a selection of his
lithographs on war and painting on life
and peace.

For more information about the
events please contact the Armenian
Studies Programat 278-2669, visit our
website at www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies
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OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
IN PASADENA
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1060 North Allen Ave
Pasadena, CA 91104
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(626) 398-0506

THE ARARAT-ESKIJIAN MUSEUM

presents an illustrated talk
“The Whispering Witnesses of Time”
by Murat Bilir

an independent researcher

under the auspices of
His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian
Primate of the Western Diocese
of the Armenian Church of North America
Saturday, October 13, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.
Ararat-Eskijian Museum / Sheen Memorial Chapel

15105 Mission Llills Road
Mission Hills, CA 91345
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