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Armenian Parliament Fails to Pass Key Election Bill
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YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinian accused
Armenia’s outgoing parliament of
“sabotage” on Monday after it voted
down major amendments to the Elec-
toral Code drafted by his government
for snap general elections expected in
December.

The amendments formally ap-
proved by the government on Octo-
ber 16 are aimed at facilitating the
proper conduct of the elections. They
would, among other things, change

wwa narllament am

the existing legal mechanism for dis-
tributing seats in the National As-
sembly which many believe favored
Serzh Sarkisian’s Republican Party
(HHK) inthe last parliamentary elec-
tions held in April 2017.

Under Armenia’s constitution,
any amendment to the Electoral Code
must be backed by at least 63 members
of the 105-member parliament. Only
56 lawmakers voted for the govern-
ment bill.

Pashinian was quick to accuse

the parliament majority of “sabotag-
ing” the work of his cabinet. “They
hope that in this way they will manage
to turn the fresh parliamentary elec-
tions into an instrument for revanche,”
he said. “But I want to make clear that
even if the elections are held under the
existing Electoral Code that will not
change anything because the victory
of the people is inevitable and cannot
be stolen by anyone.”

“There will be no return to the
past,” Pashinian added, urging sup-
porters to get ready for “completing
regime change” in Armenia.

The bill was essentially blocked
by the HHK, which still has the largest
parliamentary faction.

The former ruling party officially
voiced its opposition to the proposed
changes in a statement released earlier
in the day. It said that they were
submitted to the parliament at a very
short notice and that the lawmakers
therefore did not have enough time to
look into them.

The HHK also accused the gov-
ernment of ignoring a number of alter-
native proposals that were jointly made
by the four political forces represented

Continued on page 2

Armenian President
Refuses To Sign
Controversial Bill

YEREVAN -- President Armen
Sarkissian has asked Armenia’s Con-
stitutional Court to rule on the legality
of a controversial bill that sparked
angry street protests in Yerevan early
this month.

The bill hastily passed by the Na-
tional Assembly on October 2 might
complicate the parliament’s dissolution
and the holding of fresh general elec-
tions sought by Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian. It took the form of amend-
ments to the parliament statutes.

Pashinian accused the former rul-
ing Republican Party of Armenia (HHK)
and two other parliamentary forces of
hatching a “counterrevolutionary” con-
spiracy against his minority government.
Responding to his appeal, thousands of
his supporters rallied outside the parlia-
ment building immediately after the pas-
sage of the bill.

Sarkissian’s office said that he
has decided not to sign the bill into law
because he sees “apparent legal-con-
stitutional problems” emanating from
it. The president will therefore ask the
Constitutional Court to determine
whether the bill conforms to the con-
stitution.

PM Pashinian Meets with Representatives of
Armenian National Political Parties in Lebanon

) PRP

BEIRUT — On the margins of
his working visit to Lebanon, Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinian called at the
Armenian Embassy in Lebanon to meet
with representatives of Armenian Na-
tional political parties — the Armenian
Revolutionary Federation (ARF), the
Social Democrat Hunchakian Party
(SDHP) and the Liberal Democratic
Ramkavar Azatakan Party (LDRAP)
that were led by ARFD Lebanon Cen-
tral Committee Chairman Hakob
Bagratuni, Chairman of SDHP Execu-
tive Committee of Lebanon Sebouh
Kalpakian and Head of LDRAP re-
gional committee chairman Avetis
Dakessian.

PM Pashinian highlighted the
meeting held with the Armenian lead-
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ers from the perspective of Armenia’s
progress, strengthening of Armenia-
Diaspora-Artsakh relationships and
promoting the Pan-Armenian agenda.
He assured of his special attitude to-
ward the Lebanese Armenians and
youth, thanking them for support and
active position during the velvet revo-
lution.

The representatives of National
parties stressed the importance of Nikol
Pashinian’s visit to Lebanon, noting
that it will help strengthen relations
between the two countries and peoples.
They welcomed the ongoing changes
in Armenia in the wake of the velvet
revolution and conveyed to Nikol

Continued onpage 3

Echmiadzin Elects First Female Mayor
in Armenia's History

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinian’s Civil Contract party
won mayoral elections in at least two
major Armenian towns but was de-
feated in another at the weekend.

Voters in nearly 50 communities
across Armenia went to the polls on
Sunday to elect their chief executives
or local councils. As was the case in
the September 23 municipal elections
in Yerevan, the polls were marked by
a lack of serious fraud reported by
election candidates, observers and
media.

In the largest of those commu-
nities -- the towns of Armavir,
Echmiadzin, Hrazdan and Kapan --
the elections were held because their
former mayors resigned shortly after
Pashinian swept to power in May in
what is known as a democratic “vel-
vet revolution.” They were affiliated
or linked with former President Serzh
Sarkisian’s Republican Party (HHK).

In Echmiadzin, official vote re-
sults gave victory to Civil Contract’s
Diana Gasparian, the acting mayor
appointed by Pashinian’s government
in June. Gasparian, 30, was chal-
lenged by 11 other contenders. She
is the first female head of an Arme-
nian urban community elected since
the early 1990s.

Another Civil Contract candidate,
Davit Khudatian, prevailed in the may-
oral race in Armavir. The town located

about 50 kilometers west of Yerevan is
the administrative center ofthe Armavir
province encompassing Echmiadzin.

The snap election in another pro-
vincial capital, Hrazdan, was won by a
25-year-old son of Sasun Mikaelian, a
prominent Hrazdan-based politician and
a leading member of Civil Contract.
The party leadership pointedly declined
to back Sevak Mikaelian for still un-
clear reasons, however.

Pashinian’s party suffered a set-
back in Kapan, the capital of the south-
eastern Syunik province bordering Iran.
Its candidate, Narek Babayan, was
defeated by a non-partisan challenger.

Pashinian personally campaigned
for Babayan, holding a rally in Kapan
on Friday.

The Armenian prime minister put

Continued on page 4
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Venice Commission “Proposed Electoral
Codes Amendments Mostly Positive”

YEREVAN — The Venice
Commission’s President Gianni
Buquicchio has issued a statement on
Electoral Code amendments of Arme-
nia”.

“Following the discussions be-
tween the Venice Commission and the
First Deputy Prime Minister of Arme-
nia at the 116th session of the Venice
Commission

Acknowledges and supports the
peaceful manner in which the Arme-
nian people is carrying out change;

Acknowledges the specific situ-
ation in Armenia, which requires the
holding of early elections;

Welcomes the commitment of
the Armenian authorities to abide by
international standards when revising
the Electoral Code;

Notes that the proposed amend-
ments pursue legitimate aims and seem
mostly positive;

Welcomes in particular all steps
taken to facilitate the exercise of the
right to vote, to extend access to me-
dia, the rights of observers and more
generally the transparency of the elec-
toral process, as well as to struggle
against electoral fraud;

Welcomes the abolition of re-
strictions on the number of partici-
pants in coalitions to be formed after
the first round, in conformity with a
key recommendation of the Venice
Commission and ODIHR;

Welcomes the implementation of
other recommendations of the Venice

Commission and ODIHR, concerning
in particular:

The reduction of the electoral
thresholds and thresholds applied for
returning electoral deposits; the re-
duction of the amount of deposits;

The reduction of deadlines for
the accreditation of observers and
media representatives, as well as the
suppression of obstacles to the work
of observers, such as the possibility to
limit their number;

Guarantees to ensure free vote
by the military.

Recalls the reservations of the
Venice Commission with respect to major
changes in the electoral system, such as
the abolition of district lists, within the
year preceding the elections;

Notes that these reservations are
less relevant if there is consensus
among political forces about the
change”, reads the statement.

China Donates 200 Ambulances to Armenia

-
o

ARMENPRESS
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YEREVAN — China has donated

200 new ambulances to Armenia as
part of its continuing economic assis-
tance to the South Caucasus country.

The vehicles fitted with modern
medical equipment were officially
handed over to the Armenian side on
Wednesday at a ceremony attended by
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian, Health
Minister Arsen Torosian and other se-
nior Armenian officials. Two-thirds of
them are due to be distributed to public
ambulance services outside Yerevan.

Torosian stressed the signifi-
cance of the $13 million donation,
saying that 65 of those vehicles are
intensive care ambulances that will
enable Armenian doctors to save more
lives when providing first medical as-
sistance.

China’s ambassador in Yerevan,
Tian Erlong, said Chinese specialists

have trained about 350 Armenian doc-
tors, nurses and ambulance drivers to
use the new equipment.

China already donated 88 ambu-
lances to Armenia in 2011. Its plans to
provide more such vehicles and medical
equipment were first announced by the
former Armenian government last year.

Chinese government aid to Ar-
menia has totaled at least $50 million
since 2012. It includes 250 Chinese-
manufactured buses donated to
Yerevan’s public transportation sys-
tem six years ago.

Tian attributed this “selfless” aid
to what he called centuries-old “friend-
ship of our peoples.” “I am confident
that China and Armenia will continue
to cooperate in various areas and that
Chinese-Armenianties will be continu-
ous and strong,” the envoy said at the
ceremony.

Legendary Photographer Ara
Guler Dies Aged 90

ISTANBUL — Legendary
Istanbul-Armenian photographer Ara
Guler died on Wednesday in Istanbul.
He was 90. Guler suffered a heart
attack and was taken to the intensive
care unit of Florence Hospital where
he breathed his last.

He was suffering from kidney
failure and had to be taken for treat-
ment thrice a week. “That dialysis
makes me stupefied,” he said in an
interview with Anadolu Agency in
2015.

“I cannot do anything three days
a week, it takes four hours each time
and it is unbearable.”

In the world of photojournalism,
Giler has been known as the “Eye of
Istanbul”, not only because it was
where he studied filmography, theater
and economics before finally turning
to journalism, but because he managed
to capture daily life in only city in the
world located on two continents. He
rose to fame with his black-and-white
portraits of the city.

The importance of the journalis-
tic work of the Istanbul-Armenian
photographer lies in his ability to turn
the day-to-day environment and com-
mon subjects into extraordinary mo-
ments and characters.

Giiler was born in Istanbul in
1928 to Armenian parents. He studied
atthe local Getronagan Armenian High

School. Owner of a pharmacy on
Istiklal Avenue, his father had a wide
circle of friends from the art world of
the period. Ara Giiler’s early contact
with this world inspired him to embark
on a career in cinema. During his high
school years, he jobbed in movie stu-
dios and attended drama courses held
by Muhsin Ertugrul, the founder of
modern Turkish theater. However, he
abandoned cinema in favor of journal-
ism, joining the staff of the newspaper
Y eni Istanbul as photojournalistin 1950
and studying economics at the Univer-
sity of Istanbul at the same time. He
then transferred to another newspa-
per, Hiirriyet.

By the end of the 1950s, he
worked for world-renowned maga-
zines such as Time Life in the US, the
French weekly Paris Match or Der
Stern in Germany, travelling around
the world — from Pakistan to Kenya,
from New Guinea to Borneo.

In 1957, he was in France cover-
ing the Cannes Film Festival. He met
legendary figures from the film indus-
try including American filmmaker
Orson Welles, Italian writer Alberto
Moravia and Spanish artist Pablo
Picasso.

Guler also photographed the likes
of Winston Churchill, John Berger,
Alfred Hitchcock and Salvador Dali,
among many, many others.

Armenian Parliament Fails to Pass Key Election Bill

Continued frompage 1

in the current National Assembly.

The HHK’s stance was de-
nounced by other parliamentary forces.
Naira Zohrabian, a top representative
of Gagik Tsarukian’s Prosperous Ar-
menia Party (BHK), called it an act of
“political sabotage.”

The HHK’s deputy chairman,
Armen Ashotian, remained unrepen-
tant, however, saying that the electoral
system must not be changed less than
two months before the anticipated elec-
tions. “It is simply absurd to build
democracy in the country with un-
democratic methods,” Ashotian told
reporters.

In the 2017 elections, Armenians
voted for not only parties and blocs as
a whole but also their individual candi-
dates running in a dozen nationwide
constituencies. The individual races
greatly helped the HHK to score a
landslide victory at the time. Wealthy
HHK candidates relied heavily on their
financial resources and government
connections to earn both themselves

and their party many votes.

The bill put forward by
Pashinian’s government also envis-
ages safeguards against vote rigging
and other major changes such as a
lower vote threshold for winning seats
in the parliament.

Gianni Buquicchio, the president
of the Council of Europe’s Venice
Commission, said on Friday that the
draft amendments “pursue legitimate
aims and seem mostly positive.” In a
statement, he also noted “the specific
situation in Armenia, which requires
the holding of early elections.”

Buquicchio said at the same time
that the commission still has “reserva-
tions” about the proposed change of
the electoral system. He stressed,
though, that “these reservations are
less relevant if there is consensus
among political forces about the
change.”

The government is allowed to
reintroduce the bill to the parliament
and force another urgent debate on it in
the coming days. Pashinian did not say
whether the government will do so.
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Open Letter to the U.S. Ambassador
in Armenia Mr. Richard Mills

Subject: The Lydian Amulsar
Gold Mine Project in Armenia

Dear Mr. Richard Mills,

Greetings,

This is in regards to your re-
marks made during your speech to the
American Chamber of Commerce in
Yerevan a few days ago, about the
Lydian Amulsar Gold Mine Project in
Armenia.

I would like to present my views
regarding your concerns about this
mining project.

First, you said that this is the
single largest Anglo-American invest-
ment in Armenia. My question: Why
Lydian came to Armenia as a UK reg-
istered offshore company, instead of a
US company, following strict US rules,
regulations and obligations? And why
is a UK registered private company
being supported by the US Ambassa-
dor?

The problem with this project is
that Lydian and others involved did not
evaluate all the environmental, techni-
cal and financial issues properly.
Lydian, a newly formed company in
2005 with no track record came to
Armenia and the Diaspora with a sim-
plistic approach about this project and
looked for investors, without serious
technical evaluations. This is not sur-
prising. Experience and lack of it
counts in any project’s success. Now
that the truth is coming out about the
real problems, uncertainties and con-
sequences of this project, everyone is
in a panic. The responsibility lies on
Lydian for its insufficient and unreli-
able evaluation of the project and its
overly optimistic propagandas about
it, to attract investors. The same
optimistic reports and political pres-
sures were made and are continuing
until now on the Armenian govern-
ment for the continuation of'this project,
with little or no guarantees about its
performance by Lydian.

My homeland’s most important
water structures and water resources
are of much greater value than the
anticipated 10-year tax payments and
600-700 temporary jobs.

The so-called largest taxpayer in
Armenia Lydian’s tax payments will
amount to 500 million US dollars in 10
years. The cost of negative destructive
consequences of the Amulsar project
will be many times more and will con-
tinue for hundreds of years.

Small group of protestors Am-
bassador Mills? Please watch this video
and listen to the people.

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=p4A8a4yG1VY &t=1952s

For your information, the major-

ity of the people in Armenia are against
this project because of its possible
negative impacts on the water re-
sources, Jermuk and Lake Sevan. As
indicated in the topography here https:/
/goo.gl/rx1pi5 the mine is in the heart
of water supplies in Armenia, in the
middle of three main rivers, two reser-
voirs, one underground tunnel, that
can also affect the Jermuk mineral
water and even Lake Sevan. This fig-
ure from Lydian shows Groundwater
Flow Pathlines during Operational Pe-
riod https://goo.gl/FYwyRD indicat-
ing possible widespread contamina-
tion of groundwater and surface water
due to acid mine drainage (AMD).
Popular opposition against this project
started in 2010. A popular referendum
may be the best option to make a final
decision about this project.

“Failure to accurately predict acid
rock drainage (ARD) leads to long-
term impacts on ecosystems and hu-
man health, in addition to substantial
financial consequences and
reputational damage to operators.”
https://goo.gl/nNpC9a Lydian failed
in the accurate prediction of ARD in
Amulsar.

It is interesting to see that you are
using the Lydian Amulsar project as a
precondition for future US investments
in Armenia. This does not make sense,
because like any mining project,
Amulsaris an environmentally destruc-
tive project and presents the worst
case and riskiest scenario from the
investment point of view, compared
for example with US investments in
Coca Cola or say a pharmaceutical,
agricultural, or IT business. Mr. Am-
bassador if you and others do not want
to understand the serious negative en-
vironmental, economic and technical
risks and consequences of this project
for Armenia, and continue insisting for
its execution, then maybe you can
explain your reasons openly. It may be
better for you to take this mining
project and the inexperienced com-
pany Lydian that has no track record
whatsoever, to a similar location to
Amulsar in the United States, (check this
site here http://twtd.wilderness.org/) and
see what kind of opposition you will get.
Why are you using this Amulsar worst
case scenario as a litmus test and pre-
condition for all other investments that
can be done in Armenia? Did the Arme-
nian government and people object to
any other type of US investment on its
territory?

Lydian and its consultants misin-
formed and misrepresented the true
nature of the Amulsar project and its
true consequences and risks to the

PM Pashinian Meets with Representatives

Continued frompage 1

Pashinian Lebanese Armenians’ readi-
ness to assist his government in the
implementation of all programs aimed
at the empowerment of Artsakh and
Armenia, as well as at deepening Ar-
menian-Lebanese multifaceted ties.
The meeting next focused on the
political processes underway in Arme-
nia, the current situation and the up-
coming events. The parties stressed
the need to maintain the spirit of na-

tional unity and solidarity. They noted
the importance of continued dialogue
between political forces in Armenia
for the sake of general progress. They
expressed support for Nikol Pashinian
and the Armenian government in the
implementation of the concept of de-
velopment of the New Armenia.

The Prime Minister also hosted
the chief editors of Azdak, Ararat daily
newspapers, and the directors of Sevan
and Voice of Van radio stations at his
residence in Beirut.

investors, banks, US, UK and Arme-
nian Governments and the Armenian
public, for which Lydian is respon-

sible. And the investors, the banks
(IFC, EBRD) took Lydian’s arguments
at face value without evaluating them
properly technically and economically
by highly qualified independent mining
consultants. Being an Armenian-Ameri-
can who cares about his homeland, 1
took upon myself the responsibility to
seriously and meticulously evaluate the
Lydian English documents. The 13
highly technical reports of my former
highly experienced international inde-
pendent consultants brought to light
that this project, if executed, would
have resulted into environmental di-
sasters that could affect all the sur-
rounding water resources for hun-
dreds of years.

An investment is considered a
positive investment, if the benefits for
the host country becomes more than
the losses. In the case of the Lydian
Amulsar gold mine project that is defi-
nitely not the case.

In any project, preventative mea-
sures against any negative conse-
quences is very important. For the
Lydian Amulsar project, at this highly
sensitive location, and since the project

has not started yet, can Lydian guaran-
tee in writing a 98% performance,
with all the Insurance and Perfor-
mance Bonds for 100 years? If not,
then continuation of this project is
definitely the wrong way to go. You
have brought the wrong company to
the wrong location and you are calling
this an investment to be proud of? At
what price Mr. Mills? The cancellation
of this project for the good reasons
mentioned in these two e-mails and our
reports, will in fact be a catalyst to
encourage international investments in
Armenia and will serve the long term
interests and needs of the people of
Armenia as well and not the short term
interests of the investors only. A good
lesson for all countries and investors
that all projects in Armenia must be
evaluated carefully and in detail for the
benefit of ALL the participants.

I hope that this and my previous
e-mail below will assist you in your
decision making process for the
Amulsar project Mr. Mills. Now is the
time.

Respectfully yours,

Harout Bronozian

Chemical / Environmental Engi-
neer, MS

info@returntoarmenia.com

R

4000 TOWNS AND VILLAGES:
e e

Turkish authorities have expended great efforts to
expunge the memory of Armenians in modern Turkey,
promaoting the destruction of much of Turkey's Armenian
cultural patrimony and renaming hundreds of Armenian
villages. A new book by the late Dr. Sarkis Karayan,
Armenians in Ottoman Turkey, 1914: A Geographic and
Demographic Gazetteer (Gomidas Institute, 2018),
allows readers to see the full extent of the Armenian
presence in these lands, before and after the genocide.
Karayan identifies locations by their old and new names
--with over 4,000 entries.

A GEOGRAPHIC AND
DEMOGRAPHIC
GAZETTEER

DR GARARED
MOUMD JIAN

CRISPIN BROOKS
USE SHOAH FOUNDIATION

33256 N. Glenoaks Blvd, Glendale, CA 91504
RSVP: INFO@ARMENIANFILM.ORG

HOSTS: ARMENIAN FILM FOUNDATION
& AGBU BABAYAN INSTITUTE

OR GAREIS DER
YEGHIAYAN
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Dr. Richard Hovannisian to Speak on
“The Republic of Armenia: A Daring
Endeavor, 1918-2018”

FRESNO -- Dr. Richard
Hovannisian (UCLA, USC, and
Chapman University) will present a
talk on “ The Republic of Armenia: A
Daring Endeavor, 1918-2018 ” at
7:30PM on Thursday, November 1, in
the Armenian Cultural Center, 2348
This special presentation is co-spon-
sored by the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram, the Homenetmen Fresno
Sassoon Chapter, and the Hamazkayin
Taniel Varoujan Chapter on the occa-
sion of the 100th Anniversary of
Homenetmen.

In this centennial year of the
Republic of Armenia, Professor
Hovannisian will reflect on the enor-
mous challenges of establishing the
first independent Armenian state in
more than 500 years. In an illustrated
power-point presentation, he will as-
sess how the difficult road to indepen-
dence evolved into an opportunity for
a self-sustainable united sovereign re-
public that would gather in the historic
homelands and all elements of the Ar-
menian people the world over.

Dr. Richard G. Hovannisian is
Professor Emeritus of Armenian and
Near Eastern History at UCLA,
President’s Fellow at Chapman Uni-
versity, and Adjunct Professor of His-
tory at USC to work with the Shoah
Foundation on testimonies of survi-
vors of the Armenian Genocide. He
received a Ph.D. in history from UCLA
and was a member of the UCLA fac-
ulty since 1962, where he organized
both the undergraduate and graduate
programs in Armenian history and
served as the Associate Director of
UCLA’s Center for Near Eastern Stud-

ies for two decades. Professor
Hovannisian is a founder and six-time
president of the Society for Armenian
Studies (SAS), and a member of a
number of editorial boards, scholarly
organizations, and civic organizations.

Dr. Hovannisian has given more
than 2,500 university and community
lectures in 48 countries and has par-
ticipated in numerous teacher work-
shops and international forums and
media events. He has published more
than 30 volumes on Armenia History
and culture and seven other books on
Near Eastern history, society, and cul-
ture. In addition, he has edited and
contributed to fourteen volumes in the
UCLA conference series, “Historic
Armenian Cities and Provinces.”

The lecture is free and open to
the public.

For more information about the
lecture please contact the Armenian
Studies Programat 278-2669, visit our
website at www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies or visit our Facebook
page at
@ArmenianStudiesFresnoState.

Talk at MIT by Ani Aprahamian, Head of
Armenia's National Science Library

CAMBRIDGE, MA -- Dr. Ani
Aprahamian, Director ofthe Alikhanyan
National Science Laboratory in
Yerevan, Armenia, and Freimann Pro-
fessor Experimental Nuclear Physics
at the University of Notre Dame will
give a talk entitled “Science, Technol-
ogy, and Education in Armenia” at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy on Tuesday, November 6, 2018,
at 7:30 p.m. in MIT Building 1, room
190. This special program is pre-
sented by the National Association for
Armenian Studies and Research
(NAASR)/ Calouste Gulbenkian Foun-
dation Series on Contemporary Arme-
nian Issues and the MIT Armenian
Society.

Professor Ani Aprahamian was
appointed Director of A.I. Alikhanyan
National Science Laboratory (Yerevan
Physics Institute) in April 2018. She is
the first woman and the first diasporan
Armenian to hold this important posi-
tion.

Prof. Aprahamian was born in
Lebanon, and is a descendant of Arme-
nian Genocide survivors. She holds a
B.A. and Ph.D. from Clark University,
Worcester, Massachusetts. Professor
Aprahamian has over 200 invited talks
at various National and International
Conferences and over 200 publica-

tions in refereed journals, book chap-
ters, etc. She is active in numerous
international and national advisory com-
mittees in nuclear science. Among the
many honors recognizing her achieve-
ments, she is an Elected Fellow of
Science Academy of Republic of Ar-
menia, the American Association for
the Advancement of Science, and the
American Physical Society.

This event is open to the public
and will be followed by a reception.
For more information please contact
NAASR athq@naasr.orgorthe MITAS
at mitas_officers@mit.edu.

A Traditional Meal Honors the
Heroes of Hadjin

BATON ROUGE, LA -- Parishio-
ners of the St. Garabed Parish of Baton
Rouge, LA, gathered over the week-
end of October 13-14 to remember the
heroic defenders of the city of Hadjin.
Visiting pastor Fr. Tateos Abdalian
traveled to share in the occasion.

As they do every year, the pa-
rishioners made an offering of the
madagh of jidaboor. The preparation
of the traditional meal began on Friday
evening, with Fr. Tateos conducting
the Rite of the Blessing of Salt. The
salt—a symbol of cleansing—would
be added to the large pots of meat and
barley in which the jibadoor meal would
be cooked.

Members of the community, old
and young alike, gathered at around 9
p.m. on Saturday night to begin the
vigil of cooking. Women of the parish
had already prepared the meat by cut-
ting it into tiny pieces; this was put into
several large pots along with barley
and spices. The process of cooking
would involve continually stirring the
mixture in the pots.

A little after 2 a.m., the process
was completed. The pots were taken
to the church hall to await a proper
blessing, which would be conferred at
the close of badarak on Sunday.

Prayers for Heroes

It was during the badarak that Fr.
Abdalian spoke the prayer of interces-
sion for the Holy Martyrs of the Arme-
nian Genocide, invoking with special
emphasis the martyrs who died de-
fending the city of Hadjin.

Requiem prayers were offered
for the departed souls of families de-
scended from the survivors of Hadjin;
and for the repose of Archbishop
Torkom Manoogian, the late Patriarch
of Jerusalem and Diocesan Primate;

for Archbishop Yeghishe Gizirian, a
greatly-missed friend to the Baton
Rouge parishioners, whose Name Day
was marked on Saturday; and for
Bishop Hovsep Garabedian, pastor of
the St. James Church in Watertown,
MA, during the late 1940s, who bap-
tized Fr. Abdalian.

Afterwards, the faithful gathered
in the church hall for the Blessing of
Madagh. As they consumed the
jibadoor meal, parishioners broke into
songs about the heroic Armenians of
Hadjin.

Present for the occasion were
two visiting scholars: the Rev. Dr.
Abel Manoogian of Geneva, Switzer-
land—a son of Hadjin—who has re-
cently published a book on Swiss hu-
manitarian contributions during the
Armenian Genocide, and Anahid
Khosroeva, a well-known historian
from Armenia who is presently teach-
ing in Chicago.

Remembering Hadjin

The historic defense of Hadjin
began in earnest on March 31, 1920. In
the prior cataclysm of the Genocide, a
population of some 20,000 had been
reduced to 8,000. For seven months
the Hadjin Armenians defended their
town against savage attacks from an
overwhelming Turkish force.

But by mid-October, with only
480 menremaining, the defenders could
no longer hold their position and chose
to abandon the city, fleeing in small
groups south towards Feke and on to
Adana. Those who could not escape
were massacred without mercy.

The dramatic episode of history
has been marked annually for some
three decades by the Baton Rouge
parishioners—many of whom trace
their family roots to Hadjin.

Echmiadzin Elects First Female Mayor

Continued frompage 1

a brave face on the setback on Mon-
day. While saying that he is “very
sorry” for Babayan’s defeat, he por-
trayed the election outcome as a tri-
umph of democracy.

“It’s an unprecedented phe-
nomenon [for Armenia] when the
country’s prime minister backs a
candidate and that candidate doesn’t
win an election. This is the greatest
victory for democracy in the history
of the Third [Armenian] Republic,”
Pashinian declared in a trademark

video address to the nation aired on
Facebook.

“Citizens made a decision and
the government didn’t even attempt
t4 place the citizens’ choice into the
bounds of its wishes. Dear people,
this is what we did the revolution
for,” he said.

The former ruling HHK had for
years swept most local elections in
Armenia, heavily relying on its ad-
ministrative and financial resources.
Sarkisian’s party has essentially re-
frained from contesting such polls
since losing power.
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WELCOME HOME & AUTO INSURANCE

Along with all of our other Trusted Insurance Services

ki £ L 3

We will shop you
with over 20 A-rated
companies to find
the best fit for your
needs and budget.

CALL US FOR A
PERSONALIZED QUOTE

(818) 500 9305
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celebrating

THANKSGIVING

Dinner Feast and Entertainment

| ONE FULL TURKEY ON EACH TABLE
| Including Side Dishes and Trimmings
2215 E. Colorade Blvd. Pasadena

Friday Nov 2, 2018 at 7pm

Keservation with payment |

wst, Neo tickets sold at the dox

Deadline for reservations Oct 25 2018

For reservations please call
626-4491523

Church Office

v

Donation $30

Alice: 818-6066606, Khris:626-2012704

-
b
c

3
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OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
IN PASADENA
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1060 North Allen Ave

Pasadena, CA 91104
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ARMENIAN
AMERICAN
MUSEUM

Building Together.

Leaving a Legacy.
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WESTERN DISTRICT

DONATE YOUR $10 TODAY

TEXT "MUSEUM"” TO 20222
OR VISIT JOINAAM.ORG

MAILING ADDRESS: 104 NORTH BELMONT STREET, SUITE 205, GLENDALE, CA 91206
The Armenian American Museum and Cultural Center of California is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
Your donation is tax-deductible allowed by law. Federal Tax ID: 47-2465341.
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Learning
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The Armenian American Museum and
Cultural Center of California is a historic
landmark developing in the City of
Glendale. The center will share our
story, preserve our culture, and
strengthen the community. Take part in
building the first world class museum
and cultural center of its kind in
America. Join and support the
Groundbreaking Campaign by
contributing today.
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