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ARMENIAN
7 COUNCIL OF

-

SATURDAY NOVEME

ER

17, 2018

2-5PM

NORTH VALLEY CITY HALL,
7747 FOOTHILL BLVD, TUJUNGA, CA

ISSUES: THE CLINIC IS OPEN
EMPLOYMENT

LANDLORD/TENANT TO ALL REGARDLESS
BANKRUPTCY

CRIMINAL OF THEIR IMMIGRATION
IMMIGRATION STATUS

DIVORCE

CusTODY AND CHILD SUPPORT
PERSONAL INJURY

HELP IS AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH, ARMENIAN,
BUSINESSES AND CONTRACTS

AND SPANISH

ALL CONSULTATIONS WILL BE ON A FIRST COME FIRST SERVE BASIS ON ISSUES

THE ARMENIAN COUNCIL OF AMERICA LEGAL AID INITIATIVE STRIVES TO ADVOCATE FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE
UNDER-SERVED AND PROVIDES ACCESS TO THE LAW.
THOUSANDS ARE UN-AWARE OF THE OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADEQUATE LEGAL ASSISTANCE.
OUR ATTORNEY VOLUNTEERS WORK WITH OUR LEGAL AID PARTNERS TO BETTER SERVE OUR VIBRANT AND

& ¥XRGER

5 District Supervisor « County of Los Angeles

ARMENIAN

MONICA
RODRIGUEZ

LA CITY COUNCILWOMAN
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MARONIAN

INSURANCE SERVICES

Since 1975, we have proudly
served our community’s
insurance needs.

CA Insurance Lic. #0C99815
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1060 N. ALLEN AVE. PASADENA CA 91104
CeNUQU3LEL (626) 797-7680

&
WELCOME HOME & AUTO INSURANCE

2,

Along with all of our other Trusted Insurance Services

ki £ 3 3

We will shop you
with over 20 A-rated
companies to find
the best fit for your
needs and budget.

CALL US FOR A
PERSONALIZED QUOTE

(818) 500 9305
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“We Are Unable to Change History, but History Is Well Able to
Change Us to Make Our Future Better” — PM Nikol Pashinian

PRESS OFFICE OF THE
GOVERNMENT OF ARMENTA

PARIS — Acting Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinian attended on Saturday
and Sundat ceremonies dedicated to
the 100th anniversary of the World
War I Armistice and Paris Peace Con-
ference.

Nikol Pashinian and his spouse
Anna Hakobian arrived in the Elysee
Palace, where they were met by Presi-
dent of the French Republic
Emmanuel Macron and Mrs. Brigitte
Macron. Then the Acting Prime Min-
ister of Armenia joined the heads of
state, government and international
organizations participating in the
events dedicated to the Armistice
Centenary for the Place Charles de
Gaulle Square in Paris where the
ceremony was to be held.

President Emmanuel Macron in-
spected the military parade, followed
by a tribute of honor to those who fell
for the sake of France and a minute of
silence, which was followed by the
national anthem of the French Repub-
lic and a cultural program. Students
read out the text edited on November
1, 1918, accompanied by musical per-
formances. After the speech deliv-
ered by the President of France, the
European Union Y outh Orchestra per-
formed the Bolero by French com-
poser Maurice Ravel.

The event was concluded with a
symbolic ceremony near the eternal
fire: students surrounded the French
President and, held hands in a chain as
a sign of collective revival.

On Sunday, Pashinian attended
the Paris Peace Conference. The Fo-
rum is being held within the frame-
work of events dedicated to the 100th
anniversary of the World War I
Ceasefire.

The Conference was opened by
introductory remarks made by Paris
Peace Conference Executive Commit-
tee Vice President Trisha Shetty and
President of the French Republic
Emmanuel Macron, followed by
speeches delivered on the part of Ger-
man Chancellor Angela Merkel and UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres.

Acting Prime Minister Nikol

Pashinian addressed the Paris Peace
Conference with a speech, in which he
stated, in part:

“Distinguished Heads of State and
Government,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have gathered here to com-
memorate the 100th anniversary of the
end of World War One. This is an
event of exceptional significance called
to pay tribute to collective memory
and to articulate our common message
of peace.

Today, we, as the leaders of the
nations, which participated in that war,
should first of all speak about the
lessons learnt from the tragedy of
World War One.

When a state wages a war or is
tempted to solve problems by military
means, it believes in its own strength
and victory. Yet, World War One be-
came a global tragedy for all the peoples
engaged and resulted in the destruction
of its mastermind states.

There is a belief, that from the
geopolitical and military perspective
there are always winners and losers in
wars. However, from the human per-
spective, no one ever wins. Wars bring
only loss, misery and devastation.

And regardless of our common
efforts and appeals to learn from the
previous mistakes, these lessons are
easily forgotten.

Even though one hundred years
ago, the humanity realized the need to
ban weapon of mass destruction, re-
grettably it has not prevented the cre-
ation of new generations of arms.

It was during World War One
that the Entente powers for the first
time ever used the definition “crimes
againsthumanity and civilization”, thus
condemning the Ottoman rulers for
the extermination of 1,5 million Arme-
nians. Later, this horrendous crime
was to be termed the first genocide of
the 20th century.

Nonetheless, only few decades
later the humankind went through Ho-
locaust, genocides in Cambodia,
Rwanda, genocides of the Christians
and Yezidis in the Middle East, vio-

lence against the Rohingya people.

As part of the lessons, learnt
from the war the right of the peoples to
self-determination was set out in
Wilson’s 14 points. Later on it was
included in the UN Charter, Helsinki
Final Act, and became a basis for the
independence of around half of the
modern states.

As a result of World War One,
the people of the world legally estab-
lished the right to master their own
destiny through the expression of free
will. Here, in France I cannot but
stress that just days ago, France has
clearly reiterated its principled position
on this issue: the people of New
Caledonia were given the opportunity
to conduct a referendum. Painfully,
this right is being exercised selec-
tively.

This is why, the decades-long
struggle of the people of Nagorno-
Karabakh to determine their destiny has
not received its proper legal solution. In
the 21th century it is absolutely unac-
ceptable that people’s mere desire to
exercise its right to self-determination
may turn into an existential menace.

As aresult of World War One the
world established the League of Na-
tions, the prototype for the United
Nations, with the ultimate goal of
achieving peace.

Nonetheless, the manifestations
of extremism in the contemporary world
are on the rise. We established those
institutions first and foremost to pro-

Continued onpage 4

Yerevan Slams

Belarus Leadet’s
Comments On CSTO

YEREVAN -- Armenia on Tues-
day denounced Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko for objecting,
at a meeting with an Azerbaijani offi-
cial, to its efforts to install another
Armenian secretary general of the
Russian-led Collective Security Treaty
Organization (CSTO).

Russia and five other ex-Soviet
states making up the alliance agreed in
2015 that their representatives will
take turns to run the organization on a
rotating basis. They appointed
Armenia’s Yuri Khachaturovas CSTO
secretary general in 2017.

The new Armenian government
cut shot Khachaturov’s three-year tour
of duty after he was controversially
charged in July in connection with the
2008 post-election violence in Yerevan.
It hoped that another Armenian official
will be allowed to replace Khachaturov
and run the CSTO until 2020.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian
insisted on that ata CSTO summit held
in Kazakhstan’s capital Astana on No-
vember 8. Lukashenko as well as
Kazakh  President  Nursultan
Nazarbayev demanded, however, that
a representative of Belarus be named
as new head of the CSTO.

For his part, Russian President
Vladimir Putin reportedly proposed a
compromise solution that would see
the CSTO’s acting secretary general,
Valery Semerikov, retain his position

Continued onpage 4

Armenia’s Simon Martirosyan Wins Gold at
Weightlifting World Championships

ASHGABAS — Armenia’s Simon
Martirosyan claimed gold at 2018
World Weightlifting Championships
held in Ashgabad, Turkmenistan.

In the snatch exercise
Martirosyan raised 190 kg at the first
approach, 195 kg at the second ap-
proach and 197 kg at the third ap-
proach which would have been a world
record but the referees did not count

the approach.

Martirosyan raised 240 kg in the
pull exercise and set the second record.

Martirosyan won a gold medal at
the 2014 Summer Youth Olympics. He
won a bronze medal in 2016 European
Weightlifting Championships. He com-
peted for Armenia in the 2016 Summer
Olympics, where he won the silver medal
in the men’s 105 kg competition.
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Armenia’s Armed Forces to Purchase
Advanced Fighter Jets

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — The
Armenian government has selected the
type of first-ever fighter jets which it
is planning to acquire for it’s armed
forces, Defense Minister Davit
Tonoyan said on Monday.

“I can put it this way: the choice
already been made and some financial-
technical issues are being sorted out,”
he told a news conference.

In June, Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian photographed himself in
the cockpit of a Russian Sukhoi Su-
30SM warplane parked at the Erebuni
airbase in Yerevan. Russian media
reported afterwards that that Yerevan
is now negotiating with Moscow on
the purchase of such sophisticated
aircraft.

Other news reports said last month
that Sweden has offered to sell Arme-
nia lighter JAS 39 Gripen jets manu-
factured by the Swedish aerospace
company Saab.

Tonoyan did not deny those re-
ports. “There is no decision regarding
Gripen at the moment,” he said. “There
is another offer on the table from
another partner which is being very
seriously considered, and a decision
will be made very soon regarding ac-
quisitions.”

The minister implied that the of-
fer was made by Russia. But he did not
go into details.

The Moscow-based daily
“Kommersant” claimed in June that a
Russian-Armenian deal signed in 2012
called for the delivery of at least 12 Su-
30SMs to Armenia but that the Arme-
nian side did not receive them due to
“financial difficulties.” The paper said
Moscow now hopes to reach an agree-
ment with new Armenian government
on implementing that multimillion-dol-
lar deal “as soon as possible.”

The Armenian Air Force cur-
rently consists of 15 or so low-flying
Su-25 jets designed for air-to-ground
missions.

Su-30SM can perform a broader
range of military tasks with more long-
range and precision-guided weapons.
It is a more advanced version of a
heavy fighter jet developed by the
Sukhoi company in the late 1980s. The
Russian military commissioned the first
batch of such aircraft in 2012.

Tonoyan first confirmed
Yerevan’s plans to acquire “multirole”
warplanes in August. The Armenian
army, he told military officials, needs
them because “no missile system can
be a substitute for this capacity in
terms of flexibility and resilience.”
Tonoyan made the comments more
than a week after visiting Moscow and
meeting with a top executive of
Rosoboronexport, Russia’s state-run
arms exporter.

Armenian Government Returns Former
Presidential Palace to President

TR R B—

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — The
Armenian government on Thursday
came up with a law amendment that
will give the former presidential palace
in Yerevan back to the president.

After a constitutional reform car-

ried out during the previous adminis-
tration, curtailing the powers of the
president in favor of the prime minis-
ter, former President Serzh Sarkisian
continued to occupy the building lo-
cated in 26 Baghramian Avenue even

26-year-old Democrat Mari Manoogian
Flips Michigan State House District 40

DETROIT — 26-year-old Mari
Manoogian, a former U.S. State De-
partment worker, won the Michigan
State House District 40 seat, currently
held by Republicans.

Birmingham resident and Demo-
crat Mari Manoogian defeated Repub-
lican David Wolkinson in the Nov. 6
election.

Manoogianreceived 30,223 votes
compared to 23,221 for Wolkinson, a
former vice chairman of the Michigan
Republican Party.

“Tonight, after 15 months of
campaigning across every corner of
this district, ’mhonored to have earned
my neighbors’ trust to serve as the
next State Representative for
Michigan’s 40th district.” Manoogian
said in a victory post.

“We flipped this seat from red to
blue by working our hearts out and
campaigning on the issues that matter
to people across our district: clean
water, quality public schools, and safe
roads — and that’s what I’ll fight for
every day I serve in the Legislature.”

Mari Manoogian was born and
raised in Birmingham, Michigan. She

attended Birmingham Public Schools
and graduated with honors from
Seaholm High School.

Mari’s great-grandparents es-
caped the Armenian Genocide and came
to the United States in the early 1920s.
Her father’s and mother’s families ar-
rived in Michigan via Ellis Island, and
ultimately settled in the Detroit area.

She is a member of the ACLU,
NAACP, Sierra Club, and St. Sarkis
Armenian Church in Dearborn.

Pashinian: No ‘Fake’ Opposition
No Authoritarian Rule in Armenia

ASTANA — Fake oppositions
have eroded Armenia’s political land-
scape in the past two decades, acting
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian said at a meeting in Astana
with representatives of the Armenian
community of Kazakhstan.

The meeting was attended by
Armenians not only from Astana, the
capital of Kazakhstan, but also by Ar-
menians located hundreds of kilome-
ters away. Also a delegation of Arme-
nians from Uzbekistan was present.

According to him, the creation of
an artificial opposition that happened
after 1998 was the most destructive
factor in the domestic political system.
“We will not go this way. For many
years in Armenia neither the authori-
ties nor the opposition had the mandate
of the people. That is why the people
did not believe anyone,” he said. He
stressed that democracy in Armenia is
irreversible. “There will be no dicta-
torships,” he added.

According to him, the most im-
portant change resulting from the vel-
vet revolution is the people’s percep-
tion of their role. “As foreigners say,
their strongest impression today is that

Armenia seems to be one family. This
is the most important change,” he
noted.

“We are not going to create an
artificial opposition, because it is up to
the opposition to establish itself as a
viable force. In the upcoming parlia-
mentary elections the people will de-
cide who will be the government and
who will be the opposition,” he added.

Pashinian stressed that the people
of Armenia staged a revolution against
authoritarianism and the oligarchic
system and will not allow its return.

Political parties and alliances have
until November 14 to submit their
documents for registration in the elec-
tions.

Pashinian’s political team, which
came to power on the wave of anti-
government protests last spring, is
tipped to win in the coming polls by a
wide margin and form the next gov-
ernment.

The pro-Pashinian My Step alli-
ance polled over 80 percent of the vote
in September municipal elections in
capital Yerevan, which is home to
more than a third of Armenia’s popu-
lation.

after becoming Armenia’s prime min-
ister on April 17.

In line with a controversial law
enacted before that, the prime minister
would also have a second official seat
located in the central government of-
fices in Republic Square.

Armenia’s newly elected Presi-
dent Armen Sarkissian, meanwhile, was
given a less sumptuous official seat in
another location in central Yerevan.

Some two months after unseat-
ing Sarkisian and becoming prime min-
ister Nikol Pashinian pledged that he
and his staff would eventually vacate
the building that was used as a presi-
dential office for decades and would

return it to the president.

Pashinian, who had criticized his
predecessor’s decision to convert the
presidential palace into the prime
minister’s main office, explained then
that he could not relocate immediately
because such a move would require
certain legal procedures.

During an event marking
Armenia’s Independence Day on Sep-
tember 21 the gates to the former
Presidential Palace’s spacious yard
were opened and Pashinian declared
the place open to the public.

In order to take effect the
government’s decision will need to be
approved by parliament.
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Armenian Government Gift of Gratitude to
the Kingdom of Norway

By Heghine Gevorgyan

On November 6, 2018 at the
event hall of the Ministry of Diaspora,
acting Minister of Diaspora Mkhitar
Hayrapetyan Officially presented The
portrait of Fridtjof Nansen painted by
the “Peace of Art” organization’s
founder, Daniel Varoujan Hejinian to
the Honorary Consul of Norway to
Armenia, Timothy David Straight, as a
gift from the Government of Armenia
which in its turn will transfer to the
Government of the Kingdom of Nor-
way, strengthening the friendship be-
tween the two nations.

The event was also attended by
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the Kingdom of Denmark
to the Republic of Armenia Ruben
Madsen, Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary Ambassador of the Kingdom
of Sweden to the Republic of Armenia
Ulrik Tidresroy, Ambassador of Fin-
land to Armenia Arya MacKonen and
Swedish Embassy Chargé d’Affaires
Martin Fredrickson.

Mr. Straight expressed his thanks
to the Minister and the government of
Armenia on behalf of the government
of the Kingdom of Norway. “I was
very honored today, on behalf of the
government of the Kingdom of Nor-
way, be presented by the Armenian
Minister of the Diaspora Mkhitar
Hayrapetyan with a wonderful paint-
ing of Norwegian humanitarian and
explorer Fridtjof Nansen by Varoujan
Hejinian from Boston in the U.S. The
painting expresses gratitude for
Nansen’s support for the Armenian
nation, the blue stripe on the Armenian
flag going through Nansen’s hand and
into the blue stripe on the Norwegian
flag. The warm relations between Ar-
menia and Norway have been ongoing
for hundreds of years. Let’s build
these relations further.”

The painting represents the great
humanist Fridtjof Nansen’s selfless
attitude towards the Armenian people,
his caring and support, as a result of
which 350,000 Armenian refugee sur-
vivors of the Armenian Genocide re-
ceived a Nansen passport. The paint-
ing conveys also a gratitude to the
Norwegian government for providing
humanitarian assistance to Armenia
during the 1988 earthquake.

In his opening ceremonial re-
marks, RA Minister of Diaspora Mkhitar
Hayrapetyan noted that Nansen was

one of the first to condemn the Arme-
nian Genocide and helped tens of thou-
sands of Armenian refugees find ref-
uge in Armenia and other countries. He
alsorecalled missionary Bodil Katharine
Bigrn, who worked as a nurse in West-
ern Armenia and saved thousands of
homeless and ill children.

Gagik Ghalachyan, Head of the
European Department of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, conveyed the mes-
sage of RA Minister of Foreign Affairs
Zohrab Mnatsakanyan.

The governor of Lori region Andrey
Ghukasyan also made a speech. “Shortly
after the 1988 earthquake, the tents of
the Norwegian Red Cross were de-
ployed in Spitak, Lori Region, which
became one of the first operational aid
points for earthquake victims. Later, in
March 1989, the Norwegian Red Cross
center was built and put into operation
by the Spitak Hospital. Today, on be-
half of the Armenian people and espe-
cially all the people of Lori on the
occasion of the 30th anniversary of the
earthquake, I express our gratitude for
supporting Armenia in difficult situa-
tion”, said the governor of Lori.

Daniel Varoujan Hejinian, the au-
thor of the portrait, presented the story
of the creation, in his speech Varoujan
said: ” The idea of the portraiture of
“Nansen, Bridge of Friendship and
Peace” was born in me back in 2017,
and then I started the creation of the
painting on canvas.

Dear participants, who can feel
the thorny path of emigration rather
than the migrant’s child, who has seen
the pain and sorrow of that suffering in
the eyes of his parents. I have looked
at the future through their eyes hoping
to keep the humanity away from such
misfortune. For this purpose, I founded
the “Peace of Art” organizationin 2003,
which uses art as an educational tool to
bring awareness to the universal hu-
man condition and promote peaceful
solutions to conflict.

On this occasion it is worth re-
membering the great humanitarian
Fridtjof Nansen’s message of Peace.
“If nations can resolve their differ-
ences, they can easily establish lasting
peace.”

The theme of the portrait sym-
bolizes the friendship between the Ar-
menian and Norwegian people. In the
center of the painting is the portrait of
Nansen and in his background is the
flag and the map of Norway, in his

Haigazian University Alumni of North
America Social Gathering

GLENDALE -- On Saturday, No-
vember 3, 2018, a social gathering was
organized by Haigazian University
Alumni of North America, at the resi-
dence of Mr. and Mrs. Martik and
Aleen Oruncakciel in Tarzana, Califor-
nia. The event was attended by gradu-
ates from different years of the Uni-
versity, who were there to meet old
classmates and to remember their time
at this unique Armenian higher educa-
tion institution in the diaspora.

Special guests included Rev. Dr.
Paul Haidostian, Haigazian, University
President, Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, Ar-
menian Missionary Association of
America President, Mr. Zaven Khanjian,
AMAA Executive Director, Dr. Hasmig
Baran, HU Board of Director’s Chair-
person, as well as other Board mem-
bers and friends.

Ms. Houri Tavitian, Alumni Com-
mittee Chairperson, delivered the open-
ing remarks, speaking about the im-
portant role that Haigazian University
has played in every student’s life. Af-
ter presenting Alumni’s activities in
Los Angeles, she indicated that their
main goal is to contribute financially
and support the University within
means. Ms. Tavitian thanked everyone
for their presence, and especially the
host couple, who were presented with
a special gift.

Haigazian University long time
president and himself a graduate of the
same university, Dr. Haidostian was
invited to speak. In his remarks, Dr.
Haidostian described the present-day
difficulties facing the University and
Lebanon. Nevertheless, the University
has been able to overcome these chal-
lenges and to deliver high-quality edu-
cation to Armenian and non-Armenian

students alike, making Haigazian Uni-
versity a prestigious educational insti-
tution, whose graduates go on to
achieve great successes in many fields.

The President touched upon the
educational programs being imple-
mented in cooperation with educa-
tional institutions in Armenia. He added
that recently Haigazian University was
visited by Armenia’s Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan, who after spending
time at various departments of the
institution, was very impressed with
the University’s achievements.

Dr. Haidostian also spoke about
Haigazian’s press activities, including
the recently published collection of
works by the University’s own alumni,
Los Angeles resident, Dr. Hagop Der-
Karabetian. The book is titled “Arme-
nian Ethnic Identity in Context: Em-
pirical and Psychosocial Perspective.”
In his remarks Dr. Der-Karabetian,
Emeritus Professor of Psychology at
the University of La Verne, explained
that his studies over a span of some 40
years aimed to examine the challenges
that Armenians of all generations face
in preserving their identity within the
many different environments they live
in. To get copies of the book, the
author can be contacted at ader-
karabetian@laverne.edu. All 100% of
the proceeds from the sale of the book
will be used to support the activities of
Haigazian University’s Armenian
Diaspora Research Center.

At the end of the event, the at-
tendees had the opportunity to watch a
short video about Haigazian, prepared
by the University students. On this
occasion, the Alumni committee grate-
fully received numerous donations made
by the attendees.

front is the Mount Ararat and Armenia
with its tricolor, whose blue color
symbolizing peace passes through his
fingers uniting with the blue cross of
the Norwegian flag, turning into a
bridge of friendship between the two
countries. In his right hand there is a
dove symbolizing Nansen’s struggle
for peace, for which he was awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize.

The painting also reflects the
goals of the “Peace of Art” organiza-
tion, www.peaceofart.org contribut-
ing to the development and strengthen-
ing of the friendship between Armenia
and Norway, expressing the aspiration
for peace by the two nations and states.

It is a great honor for me to paint
“Nansen, Bridge of Friendship and
Peace”, the portrait of Norwegian po-
larizer, great humanist, Nobel Peace
Prize laureate, friend of the Armenian
people, first Honorary Doctor of
Yerevan State University Fridtjof

Nansen, to pay my tribute and homage
to his activities in the direction of
protecting the rights of Armenian refu-
gees and orphans. ”

Varoujanalso expressed his thanks
to RA Minister of Diaspora Mkhitar
Hayrapetyan for presenting him prop-
erly and evaluating his work, he added
that he is the youngest minister in Ar-
menia and the presence of the young
minister is important for Diaspora youth
to be inspired and contacted with their
homeland. He also expressed his grati-
tude to the RA Prime Minister for the
assignment to transfer of the painting,
as well as to the RA Government, the
RA Ministry of Diaspora, the RA Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, the Head of
the European Department of the Min-
istry of Diaspora Karen Avanesyan,
the First Deputy Prime Minister Liana
Simonyan, representative Heghine
Gevorgyan for the organization and
implementation of the event.
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Inspiring 10th Anniversary Dhap Concert at
Carnegie Hall

j

BY FLORENCE AVAKIAN

WEILL HALL AT CARNEGIE
HALL, NY—It was both a celebration
of the 10™ anniversary of Direct Help
for Armenian People (DHAP), and the
2800™ anniversary of Erebuni-Yerevan.

President and DHAP founder Dr.
Svetlana Amirkhanian warmly wel-
comed the audience to this celebratory
concert which took place at New
York’s famed Carnegie Hall in New
York, on Saturday October 20™ that
presented the year’s talented Arme-
nian youth finalists.

Opening the sold-out event was a
soulful prayer by Armenian Diocesan
Vicar General, the Very Rev. Fr. Simeon
Odabashian, followed by the presenta-
tion and awarding of this year’s tal-
ented youth finalists by Master of Cer-
emonies Eugenia Sarian.

As 17 youngsters of the
Hamazkayin “Arekag” Choir led by
their musical director and conductor
Vagharshak Ohanyan filed onto the
stage, the audience erupted into thun-
derous applause. In joyful voice and
perfect unison they offered a number
of moving Armenian numbers.

For many of the young perform-
ers, Aram Khachaturian was the domi-
nant composer, especially for
talented pianists Davit Avetisyan, Yana
Prakhina, Maxim Tesovic. Alex
Vartanian’s interpretation of the famed
composer’s “Waltz” displayed a deep
understanding of the music, and Cami
Hall played an impressive first move-
ment of Khachaturian’s “Sonatina”.

Other gifted pianists were
Michael Khoury sharing Beethoven’s
“Sonata in F minor”, and Andrew Boldi
interpreting Ed Baghdasaryan’s “Pre-
lude in B minor™.

Lovely voices by Anahit
Indzhigulyan, Alice Mashensky and
Christina Kerestedjian soared musi-
cally throughout the hall. And a

beloved “Oror” by Barsegh Kanachyan,
sung with great feeling by sisters Sareen
and Arya Balian brought many in the
audience to tears.

Baghdasaryan’s beautiful “Noc-
turne” was given a soft and lyrical
interpretation by violinist Aren
Arakelyan, and Robert Ward’s first
movement modern and difficult “Con-
certo for Saxophone” was played with
great nuance by David
Hovanisyan.Cellist Laura Navasardian’s
masterful rendition of Kabalevsky’s
“Concerto No.1 in G minor”, accom-
panied on the piano by her equally
talented mother Lilit Navasardian,
nearly brought the house down. Ac-
cented by lush tones, great technique,
and deep emotion, this youngster is
ready for professional stage perfor-
mances.

The concert concluded with the
Hamazkayin “Arekag” Choir offering a
special tribute to the late International
legend Charles Aznavour with his mov-
ing “Hayastan”, after which they ap-
propriately sang Edgar Hovhannisyan’s
Erebuni-Yerevan to a standing ova-
tion.

During the closing ceremony,
flower bouquets and commendation
plaques were presented to the tireless
planners and organizers Dr. Svetlana
Amirkhanian, Marina Baghdasarova,
and Eugenia Sarian by Armenia’s Am-
bassador to the United Nations Mher
Margaryan. Another tribute for many
years of dedicated service was given
to Vagharshak Ohanyan.

Honorary Chairman of the
Tekeyan Cultural Association Hagop
Vartivarian animatedly speaking in Ar-
menian, thanked the organizers for
“bringing Armenian breath and culture
to the new generation”.

Dr. Irina Kakossian who with her
husband Dr. Ken Kirakossian were the
major benefactors of the concert, ex-
pressed special gratitude to all involved.

Yerevan Slams Belarus Leader’s Comments

Continued frompage 1

in the interim.

The CSTO leaders said they will
again try to reach consensus on the
issue when they meet again in Saint
Petersburg, Russia on December 6.

Lukashenko made a point of re-
affirming his position when he met on
Monday with a senior diplomat from
Azerbaijan, a country which is at war

with Armenia and not part of the CSTO.
He noted another Russian-led bloc, the
Eurasian Economic Union, is also run
by an Armenian.

“This is a very heavy burden
for a country which is going through
a period of transition,” added
Lukashenko. “Can Armenia carry that
burden?”

Lukashenko’s comments raised
eyebrows in Yerevan. The Armenian

Introducing the AGBU Western District
Community Partner Program

PASADENA --
It’s often said that
when one Armenian
rises higher, the whole
community is uplifted.
In today’s globally
connected age, we
must look no further
than our own commu-
nities to help Arme-
nians rise higher.

The western re-
gion of the United
States is home to the
largest Armenian
populationin America,
well over 500,000
strong. That’s why
the AGBU Western
District is stepping up

AGBU WESTERN DISTRICT COMMUNITY PARTNER PROGRAM

Communities. Where seeds
of greatness take root.

its commitment to the
diverse communities within its foot-
print with the AGBU Community Part-
ner Program.

It takes as little as $25 a month —
less than a dollar a day —to transform
Armenian lives right where we live,
work and raise our families through
AGBU Western District’s signature
programs. With 15 standing commit-
tees, 20 sports teams, 280 scouts,
thousands of Young Professionals, and
near 600 volunteers from LA and the
Valley to Northern California, Nevada,
Arizona and Texas, AGBU Western
District serves the diverse needs of
America’s largest Armenian commu-
nity. Hundreds of thousands of Arme-
nian-Americans stand to benefit from
the signature programs of the AGBU
Western District, which aim to create
opportunities for career development,

connect valuable teenagers with trusted
mentors, prepare youth to become
community leaders of tomorrow, and
instill productive, healthy lifestyles with
youth sports and summer camp.

The impact of our donors’ gen-
erosity will be seen in the familiar
faces and names we may encounter
where we work, shop, worship and
participate in public events. Whether
it’s a young camper, impressionable
teen, or struggling newcomer,
monthly gifts will work every day to
enhance the Armenian-American ex-
perience.

To become an AGBU Commu-
nity Partner and ensure that hope and
inspiration are delivered right on sched-
ule, all through the year, visit
www.agbucommunity.org/wd to be-
come a monthly donor.

We Are Unable to Change History

Continued frompage 1

tect human rights. Yet, today we are
witnessing daily abuse of the most fun-
damental human right — the right to life.

After the end of the First World
War, many believed that it would be
the last ever war fought. However, the
Second World War was not long in
coming. The humankind entered into a
new phase of war and arms race.
Unfortunately, up to now we have
been unable to put an end to it. More-
over, we get further involved in it
every day.

This is why I attach high impor-
tance to such meetings. They provide
us an opportunity to reflect on our
past, on our common history of the
humankind. Indeed, we are unable to
change that history, and we do not
need to. But the history is well able to
change us to make our future better.

To this end, we need to learn the

most important lesson of World War
One. No state can build its success at
the cost of others’ misery, no one can
gain freedom at the cost of others’
slavery. We put an end to the First
World War hundred years ago. And
this is a perfect occasion to think of
entering a century without wars — a
century of peace.

I do believe, that the leaders that
have gathered here, in Paris, are well
able to achieve it. And this will be the
best ever tribute to the innocent vic-
tims of the previous century.”

After the speech Nikol Pashinian
handed a symbolic publication to the
Peace Library, an illustrated book by
historian Hayk Demoyan entitled “The
Armenian Genocide: Front Page Cov-
erage in the World Media.”

The topics for the Paris Peace
Conference are peace and security,
environmental protection, develop-
ment, and inclusive economics.

Foreign Ministry spokeswoman, Anna
Naghdalian, also criticized the remarks.
“Armenia regards the CSTO as a plat-
form for discussions on the collective
security agenda applying to six states
. This development highlights the
need for the CSTO to sort out issues
within itself, and as regards this situa-
tion, I must point out that it is not
correct after all,” she told reporters.
Lukashenko has never made his
secretofhiswarmrapportwith Azerbaijan’s

President [lham Aliyev. The long-serving
BelarusianleaderunderlineditatMonday’s
meeting with the Azerbaijani diplomat,
saying that all of his agreements with
Aliyev are “sacred” for him.

In particular, Belarus has been a
major supplier of weapons to
Azerbaijan. Those include Belarusian-
made Polonez missiles that have a
firing range of 200 kilometers. The
Azerbaijani military apparently ac-
quired them early this year.
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celebrating

THANKSGIVING

Dinner Feast and Entertainment

Friday Nov 2, 2018 at 7pm

Heservation with payment Is @

ONE FULL TURKEY ON EACH TABLE

Including Side Dishes and Trimmings

2215 E. Colorado Blvd. Pasadena

wst., Ne tickets sold at the do

Deadline for reservations Oct 25 2018

For reservations please call
626-4491523

Church Office

Donation $30

Alice: 818-6066606, Khris:626-2012704

y
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ARMENIAN
AMERICAN
MUSEUM

Building Together.
Leaving a Legacy.
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Performing
Arts
Theater

Qwwmwpnqulwh

Traveling
Multicultural
Exhibitions
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2pgntl
gnigwbwlnpbulbp

Permanent
Armenian
Exhibition
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gnigwbwlnku Puwwnpnl

Puw hPpnpbpny 2wj-Udbphlbwlh
Fruwliguwpwlp b UVpwlnifuwihl fgpnlp
yuwmTwlwl ghuncfpob £, np yhwp
fjwnnignth ]-Illﬂunl;“_ pwnquphlu dky:
Yknpnlp hp UEphwpuglt dip
wwmdne@houp, hp yyuwbuyuwlk dkip
dowlnidp, v §p qopwghk dip Lwdwhpp:
Umu'[uul,ghg!;’ p wnwyhb huwpgh wju
Lwdwphwplbwhl ke Upwlhnifugphl
Pwigwpwlbp ke Ybppnbp Junnognodples

DONATE YOUR $10 TODAY

TEXT "“MUSEUM"” TO 20222
OR VISIT JOINAAM.ORG

MAILING ADDRESS: 104 NORTH BELMONT STREET, SUITE 205, GLENDALE, CA 91206
The Armenian American Museum and Cultural Center of California is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
Your donation is tax-deductible allowed by law. Federal Tax ID: 47-2465341.

Museum
Archives
ﬁ‘mi.lq.lupmi.lh
wpfupclibp

Demonstration
Kitchen
Snigwnpuljml
junbwlng

Learning
Center
Niuncd uw buwl
Yhnppnlk

The Armenian American Museum and
Cultural Center of California is a historic
landmark developing in the City of
Glendale. The center will share our
story, preserve our culture, and
strengthen the community. Take part in
building the first world class museum
and cultural center of its kind in
America. Join and support the
Groundbreaking Campaign by
contributing today.




