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Armenian Government to Scrap
Five Ministries

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- The num-
ber of government ministries in Arme-
nia is due to be slashed to 12 from 17
in line with Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian’s pledges to downsize the
state bureaucracy.

A relevant bill publicized by the
Armenian government would also abol-
ish the post of first deputy prime min-
ister introduced shortly before this
spring’s “velvet revolution.” Pashinian
would have only two deputies after
forming a new cabinet next month.

Armenia’s newly elected parlia-
ment controlled by Pashinian’s My
Step alliance will likely pass the bill.
The National Assembly is expected to
hold its first session on January 14.

The bill calls for abolishing the
Ministry of Diaspora and merging four
other ministries with different agencies.

In particular, the ministries of
agriculture and economic development
would be turned into a single ministry,
as would the ministries of education,
culture, and sports and youth affairs.

PRESS OFFICE DE THE
GOVERNMENT OF ARMENIA
WWW.ZOV.am

A similar merger of the ministries of
energy and local government would
lead to the creation of a new Ministry
of Territorial Administration and In-
frastructures.

The Ministry of Transport and
Communications would be renamed
and presumably expanded into a new
agency called the Ministry of Tech-
nologies and Defense Industry.

The government has not yet
specified how many of its employees
will be laid off as a result of the planned
restructuring. Nor is it clear how much
budgetary money it expects to save.

Hundreds of employees of the
ministries of culture and Diaspora dem-
onstrated in Yerevan on Friday in pro-
test against the impending closure of
their agencies. They denounced the
government plans as hasty and ill-
thought-out. They also faulted
Pashinian and his young political team
for not consulting with civil servants.

Continued on page 4

‘People of Artsakh Will Decide
Their Own Fate’

YEREVAN -- The people of
Artsakh will decide their own fate,
Ararat Mirzoyan — acting first deputy
prime minister of Armenia, said on
Facebook, commenting on the state-
ment of Azerbaijani foreign minister
Elmar Mammadyarov.

“Azerbaijani foreign minister
Mammadyarov said Baku is ready to
ensure the security of Artsakh-Arme-
nians and give them right to high-level
self-governance. 1 advice Mr.
Mammadyarov to present this pro-
posal to the Artsakh people: eventu-
ally the people of Artsakh are the ones
who will decide their own fate. That is
their natural, inalienable right that is
not pressured by threat or weapon,
and this right sooner or later must be
recognized”, Ararat Mirzoyan said.

Earlier Armenian foreign minis-
try spokeswoman Anna Naghdalyan,
in response to the inquiry of Public
TV’s Lurer program, commented on

Mammadyarov’s statement on the
Nagorno Karabakh conflict settlement,
emphasizing that Armenia reaffirms its
clear position on the supremacy of the
status and security of Nagorno
Karabakh in the negotiation package.

“There can be 2 approaches to-
wards this announcement. We can
reaffirm our clear stance on the prior-
ity of status and security of Nagorno
Karabakh in the negotiation package,
giving reasonable clarifications for both
approaches. Anyway, we think it’s
necessary to display restraint in public
announcements, supporting the nego-
tiations, if, of course, there is sincere
wish to respect the commitment to-
wards the negotiations. This refers to
the cases when attempts are made to
present one’s own one-sided opinions
as preconditions. No one should de-
cide the will of the people of Nagorno
Karabakh but themselves.” Anna
Naghdalyan said.

Putin: Armenia Remains Regional and Global
Strategic Partner of Russia

MOSCOW (RFE/RL) — Russia
and Armenia remain strategic allies,
President Vladimir Putin said on Thurs-
day, effectively denying tensions with
the current Armenian leadership.

“There is nothing in our relations
that has crumbled and requires resto-
ration,” Putin told an annual marathon
news conference in Moscow. “We
have smooth relations with Armenia.
It’s our strategic partner in the region
and the world in general. It’s a mem-
ber of the [Collective Security Treaty
Organization] and the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union.”

“We need to build on what was
created by the previous generations
of leaders,” he said. “The Armenian
people are the closest ally of the Rus-
sian people in the Transcaucasus. This
has historically been the case, this is
the case and, I hope, this will remain
the case.”

Putin went on to reveal that Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinian will visit
Moscow next week. He said he will
discuss with Pashinian ways of fur-
ther strengthening bilateral ties.

Putin has still not congratulated
the Armenian leader on his bloc’s land-
slide victory in the December 9 parlia-
mentary elections, fuelling Armenian
media speculation about friction be-
tween Moscow and Yerevan.

The Russian president was quick
to congratulate Pashinian on becoming
prime minister in May after weeks of

mass protests that toppled Armenia’s
former government. Moscow subse-
quently criticized the new authorities
in Yerevan for prosecuting then
CSTO Secretary General Yuri
Khachaturov and former President
Robert Kocharian.

Putin made a point of telephoning
of Kocharian in August to congratulate
him on his 64th birthday anniversary.
Kocharian, who denies coup charges
brought against him, was again ar-
rested two days before the Armenian
snap elections.

On Wednesday, Russia’s Deputy
Foreign Minister Grigory Karasin said
Armenians now have “cause for alarm”
because of what he described as “un-
ceremonious” U.S. interference in their
country’s internal affairs and foreign
policy. He said Moscow hopes that the
Armenian government “will have the
courage to resist the unhidden external
blackmail and pressure.”

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
responded to Karasin’s claims later on
Wednesday, saying that Russian-Ar-
menian relations cannot be harmed by
Yerevan’s dealings with other states.

“We have repeatedly stressed
that Armenia consistently builds its
relations with other countries on the
basis of sovereign equality,” a minis-
try spokeswoman told the RIA Novosti
news agency. “This principle will con-
tinue to be at the heart of our foreign
policy.”

Not to Betray the Revolution is a Big
Challenge, Armenia's President Says

YEREVAN (Armradio) -- Arme-
nia can proudly tell the world it can do
a revolution without bloodshed, Presi-
dent Armen Sarkissian says.

Speaking to the Indian WION
TV, President Sarkissian said there are
great expectations and positive energy
in the streets, as it usually happens
after revolutions.

“The next big challenge is not to
betray the revolution,” he said.

“In the 21st century people
will be demanding more justice in

the country, demanding no corrup-
tion and institutions in place to keep
the country free of corruption. Then
democracy should be developed fur-
ther, and the economy must start
running much faster,” the presi-
dent said.

According to him, to achieve the
whole spectrum in a short period of
time will be a huge challenge. To
achieve this, he said, people must be-
lieve they are part of the solution, or
they are the solution.
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Pashinian Reaffirms Commitment to Closer
Ties With Iran

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinian has reaffirmed his
government’s intention to deepen
Armenia’s relations with neighboring
Iran despite U.S. economic sanctions
re-imposed on the Islamic Republic.

“We intend to deepen not only
economic but also political relations
with Iran. All prerequisites for that
exist in Armenia,” he told reporters
during a weekend visit to Vanadzor.

Pashinian spoke while attending
the official opening of an Armenian-
Iranian joint venture that will manu-
facture pressurized gas cylinders in
Armenia’s third largest city.

Top executives of the Iranian
company Rad Sane and its Armenian
partners that have built the plant also
announced other investment projects
when they met with Pashinian before
the ceremony. In particular, they are
planning to assemble Iranian-designed
cars in Armenia.

“Our cars could enter the Arme-
nian market already in March,” said
Arayik Asrian, a co-owner of the new
plant.

“I said during our conversation
that we are very interested in having
new investments flow in from Iran and
more Iranian tourists visit Armenia,”
stressed Pashinian.

The Armenian leader already
pledged last month to “develop rela-
tions with Iran very intensively.” He
said the United States “understands

.

our situation and policy.”

Earlier in November, a team of
officials from the U.S. state and trea-
sury departments visited Yerevan to
explain the sanctions Armenia’s gov-
ernment and private sector. Iran was
also high on the agenda of U.S. Na-
tional Security Adviser John Bolton’s
October trip to Armenia.

Bolton said he hold Pashinian that
Washington will enforce the sanctions
“very vigorously.” Commercial and
other traffic through the Armenian-
Iranian border is therefore “going to be
a significant issue,” he said.

Pashinian said his government is
doing its best to minimize the negative
impact of the sanctions on Iranians
doing business in Armenia. He again
acknowledged that in the last few
months Armenian commercial banks
have closed the accounts of Iranian
citizens living in the country.

Pashinian insisted that the U.S.
administration “has no problem” with
law-abiding Iranian nationals having
bank accounts in Armenia. Armenian
banks, he said, are simply afraid of
being blacklisted by Washington.

“Some banks have already real-
ized that there won’t be problems with
the accounts of private individuals
[from Iran] who have not been sanc-
tioned,” he went on. “This is not a state
problem but we are now very closely
cooperating, discussing and talking to
solve that problem.”

Armenia Reports Further Rise
in Tourist Arrivals

YEREVAN -- The number of for-
eign tourists visiting Armenia has con-
tinued to grow this year, reaching a
new high of almost 1.3 million in Janu-
ary-September, a senior government
official said on Wednesday.

The figure represents a nearly 9
percent increase from the same period
in 2017, Hripsime Grigorian, the head
of the government’s Tourism Com-
mittee, told a news conference.

Grigorian said that Russian na-
tionals continued to account for the
largest share of tourist arrivals (41
percent), followed by residents of
neighboring Georgia and Iran.

All three countries have sizable
Armenian communities, as does the
United States. More than46,000 Ameri-
cans visited Armenia in the ninth-month
period, according to government data

publicized by Grigorian.

Earlier this month, Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinian hailed news
reports saying that Armenia is a
leading destination for Russians
planning to spend their New Year
and Christmas holidays abroad. “This
is certainly a chance for many Ar-
menian businesspeople to do their
share of economic revolution and
lay the groundwork for a bigger
tourism boom next summer,” he
wrote on Facebook.

Grigorian said that the influx of
tourists intensified following this
spring’s “velvet revolution” which
brought Pashinian to power. “We had
a particularly high rate of growth in the
period from July through October,”

Continued onpage 3
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General Manvel Grigorian Freed on Bail

YEREVAN — A courtin Yerevan
on Friday ordered the release from
pre-trial custody of retired army gen-
eral and former MP Manvel Grigorian
prosecuted on corruption charges.

Grigorian’s wife, Nazik Amirian,
told RFE/RL’s Armenian service that
he was freed after paying a 25 million-
dram ($52,000) bail.

The court extended Grigorian’s
arrest as recently as on December 12.
It ignored his lawyers’ arguments that
the 62-year-old is suffering from sev-
eral serious illnesses, including can-
cer. The lawyers said he cannot re-
ceive adequate medical treatment in
prison.

Grigorian was arrested when se-
curity forces raided his properties in
and around the town of Echmiadzin in
June. They found many weapons,
ammunition, medication and field ra-
tions for soldiers provided by the Ar-
menian Defense Ministry. They also
discovered canned food and several
vehicles donated by Armenians at one
of Grigorian’s mansions.

The once feared general denies the
accusations of illegal arms possession
and embezzlement leveled against him.

Grigorian served as Armenia’s
deputy defense minister from 2000-
2008. Until his arrest he was also the
chairman of the Yerkrapah Union of

Karabakh war veterans, an organiza-
tion which was particularly influential
in the 1990s and the early 2000s. He
was reelected to the Armenian parlia-
ment in April 2017 on the ticket of then
President Serzh Sarkisian’s Republi-
can Party.

Prosecutor General’s Office
stated that it will appeal the decision of
the court of 1st instance to release
Grigorian from jail on bail.

“The Prosecutor General’s Of-
fice has received the decision of the
court. It’s not grounded and the pros-
ecution will appeal the decision of the
court”, Arevik Khachatryan head of
the agency press service said.

Former Armenian Defense Chief’s
Russian Citizenship Confirmed

Russia has officially confirmed
that a former Armenian defense minis-
ter wanted by Yerevan on coup charges
is a Russian citizen, an Armenian law-
enforcement agency said on Tuesday.

The Special Investigative Ser-
vice (SIS) issued an international ar-
rest warrant for retired Colonel-Gen-
eral Mikael Harutiunian in July. The
SIS charged Harutiunian with illegally
using the armed forces against opposi-
tion supporters who demonstrated in
Yerevanagainst alleged fraudina 2008
presidential election. It said that
amounted to an “overthrow of the
constitutional order.”

The SIS brought the same coup
charges against former President Robert
Kocharian and Yuri Khachaturov, the
then secretary general of the Collective
Security Treaty Organization (CSTO).
Both men strongly denied them.

It emerged afterwards that
Harutiunian now lives in Russia. Rus-
sian law-enforcement authorities noti-
fied the Armenian police in September
that they will not arrest him.

The Interfax news agency re-
ported at the time that Harutiunian has
been a Russian citizen since 2002.
Russia’s constitution forbids the ex-
tradition of Russian nationals to for-
eign states.

A spokeswoman for the SIS,
Marina Ohanjanian, told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service that it has received a
formal confirmation of Harutiunian’s
Russian citizenship from relevant Rus-
sian authorities. She said the SIS has
responded by asking them to clarify
when the ex-general received a Rus-
sian passport.

The Armenian constitution did
not allow dual citizenship until 2006.

Harutiunian, 72, served as de-

fense minister from 2007-2008. He
was previously the chief of the Arme-
nian army’s General Staff.

Moscow was quick to denounce
the prosecutions of Kocharian,
Harutiunian and Khachaturov. Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said in
July that they run counter to the new
Armenian leadership’s earlier pledges
not to “persecute its predecessors for
political motives.”

Eight protesters and two police
servicemen died when Armenian secu-
rity forces quelled the post-election
protests on March 1-2,2008. Kocharian
declared a state of emergency on that
night, ordering troops into Yerevan.

The crackdown came just over a
month before he handed over power to
Serzh Sarkisian, his preferred succes-
sor. Kocharian has repeatedly defended
the use of lethal force, saying that it
prevented a violent seizure of power
by Levon Ter-Petrosian, the main op-
position presidential candidate.

The SIS essentially backed
Kocharian’s version of events until
this spring’s dramatic change of
Armenia’s government.
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“By Protecting the People, You Protect
the Source of Power”
Nikol Pashinian Congratulates INSS Staff

YEREVAN — Acting Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinian attended a cer-
emonious event dedicated to National
Security Officer’s Day.

Congratulating the National Se-
curity Service staff and the veterans
on their professional holiday, Nikol
Pashinian stated, in part: “The national
security agencies, in general, and each
of you, in particular, have contributed
to the establishment of our state and its
security all the way through our mod-
ern history. It is quite an extensive and
important mission. We are facing com-
plicated and multifaceted challenges in
the modern world. They imply contin-
ued and dynamic improvement in your
daily work.

Intelligence, counterintelligence,
fighting against terrorism, enforcing
the public order, and protecting our
state borders call for a tremendous
effort that you have carried on with a
high sense of dignity.

The revolutionary events of this
April-May changed the life of our so-
ciety. We are now re-assessing our
path and outlining our future. In this
context, the National Security Service
has played a special role in the fight
against corruption and in enforcing the
rule of law. We have no doubt that the
existence of corruption, and especially
its proliferation is a threat to national
security. It is a serious challenge for
our country and people.

Today we are building a qualita-
tively new state, a new society. Cor-
ruption and bribery, the impunity of
the perpetrators, the abuse of official
position and the distortion of the es-
sence of democracy should be ruled
out in new Armenia. In our country, it
used to be uncommon to speak of
human rights and democracy with the
representatives of law enforcement
agencies. From now on, we will do so
since enforcing the constitutional or-
der first of all implies protecting the
people’s power from potential en-
croachments.

The values advocated during the
revolution are enshrined in the Consti-
tution of our country. By protecting
the people, you protect the source of
power. There is not a source of power
other than the people of Armenia.

Please, remember that corrup-
tion is not just a matter of money.
Systematic corruption is most directly
linked to the process of seizing power
and illegal possession of power. We
will not allow this with you and our

PRESS OFFICE OF THE
AOUVERNMENT NE A DMENMTA

entire society.

I am glad to note that Armenia’s
latest parliamentary elections were
considered to be fully compliant with
the modern standards by the interna-
tional community. It is unusual to talk
about problems on holidays, but as we
understand our history, I consider it
necessary to underline that unfortu-
nately, our law enforcement authori-
ties used to be involved in political
campaigns from time to time, and even
now we can hear a lot of talk about
political persecutions, etc. I want to
once again state the fact that we have to
eradicate any part of political persecu-
tion from our country and the law en-
forcement system, in general. No State,
security or law enforcement agency
should be used as a tool for repression in
the hands of the authorities.

Each employee of the National
Security Service should be convinced
that their actions proceed from the
law, correspond to the law and serve
the Constitution of the Republic of
Armenia. It defines the approach that
the President of the Veterans Union
called clemency. As a matter of fact,
translated into modern terminology,
medieval compassion will mean legal-
ity, law enforcement, establishment of
a just and independent judiciary and, in
general, impartiality of investigative
and investigative processes. The fate
of people depended on individual deci-
sions in the Middle Age. Now we must
establishinstitutional guarantees to rule
out any such ruling issued by a prime
minister, National Security Service
Director or any other public official.
This is the biggest problem, and there
is no doubt that we are dedicated to
this idea and this vision.

Dear National Security Officers,

On behalf of the citizens of the
Republic of Armenia and myself, |
would like to thank you for those
services carried out to the benefit of
the Republic of Armenia, the legisla-
tion of the Republic of Armenia, and
the people of the Republic of Armenia.

Reiterating my congratulations
on your professional holiday, I wish
you happiness and well-being, safe
exercise of your service and every
success in your difficult but meritori-
ous mission.”

With the mediation and decisions
of Acting Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian, a group of NSS employees
were conferred upon State awards for
courage and dedication.

Metal Mining Banned in Jermuk

JERMUK -- Direct democracy
won another victory in Armenia. On
December 18, 2018 Jermuk Commu-
nity Council adopted a decision to
approve the collective petition of its
community members on “Declaring
Jermuk an ecological economic area
and banning metal mining in the com-
munity”.

The decision was adopted with 7
votes FOR, 0 votes against, 0 ab-
stained, and was guided by the follow-
ing legal provisions: the Law of the
Republic of Armenia on Local Self-
Governance, article 18, point 1, sub-
point 42; the Law of Republic of Ar-
menia on Petitions, article 4, part 1,
point 3, as well as guided by the prin-
ciples of the local self-governance pre-
scribed by the Constitution of the Re-
public of Armenia, article 184, part 3
and the Law on Local Self-Gover-
nance, article 8.

Earlier in November and De-
cember 2018, the overwhelming
majority of the de facto population
of Jermuk exercised their rights for
direct democracy and presented a
collective petition supported by about
3000 signatures to the Government
of Armenia, the Community Council
of Jermuk, and the Head of the Com-
munity where they presented their
own economic vision of the devel-
opment of their region and demanded
that all metal mining be banned in
Jermuk and green, ecologically
friendly economy boosted.

The signatories of the petition
also mentioned:

“By approving gold mining at
Amulsar the former governments have
violated our right for participation in
the decision-making. Up until 2016
Jermuk - the largest town in our com-
munity - was not recognized as an
impacted community by the Amulsar
project. After 2016, when Jermuk was
finally recognized as an impacted com-
munity, no public hearings, as pre-
scribed in the law, were held in Jermuk.
Lydian company and the former gov-
ernments of Armenia have ignored us,
they have tried to mislead or intimidate
us. We demand that the new govern-
ment respects the will of the people,
and it is with this hope that we present
this petition.”

The Government of Armenia has
not yet responded to the demands of
the petition.

Community members of
Jermuk have been blockading roads
to the mining site for more than 6
months already, exercising their right
to peaceful assembly, and demand-
ing to stop all mining related activi-
ties at Amulsar.

skeoskoskoskok

P.S. Earlier this year, in May
2018, the Community Council of
Noyemberyan adopted a similar deci-
sion which banned all mining explora-
tion and exploitation activities in their
community. That decision, too, was
adopted based on the petition sup-
ported by 3074 members of the com-
munity.

Armenian Environmental Front

E-mail: armecofront@gmail.com

Armenia Reports Further Rise in Tourist Arrivals

Continued frompage 2

said the official.

Official Armenian statistics
shows that the number of foreign visi-
tors rose by an average of 9 percent
annually between 2012 and 2016. This
growth, which accelerated in 2017,
appears to have been facilitated by the
former Armenian government’s deci-
sion in 2013 to liberalize the domestic
civil aviation sector.

The average cost of air travel to
and from Armenia has fallen consider-
ably since then. The last several years
have also seen a major increase in new
hotels and guesthouses across the
country.

The Armenian authorities unilat-
erally scrapped visas for citizens of the

European Union member states and
the U.S. in 2012 and 2014 respec-
tively. Anagreement on visa-free travel
between Armenia and Iran came into
effect in August 2016.

Yerevan also lifted visa restric-
tions for citizens of Japan, the United
Arab Emirates, Qatar and several
other nations last year. In addition, it
allowed Russian citizens to visit Ar-
menia with Russian internal pass-
ports.

In Grigorian’s words, the new
government is now trying to im-
prove the domestic tourism infra-
structure for the same purpose. In
particular, she said, several country
roads leading to Armenian tourist
attractions are now being recon-
structed.
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Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute
Foundation Announces 2019
Lemkin Scholarship for Foreign Researchers

YEREVAN (Armenpress) -- The
Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute
Foundation has announced 2019
LEMKIN SCHOLARSHIP program for
foreign young researchers and PhD
candidates. Raphael Lemkin scholar-
ship is intended to extend research on
the Armenian Genocide, promote mul-
tilayered research of the theme and
engage young scientists, the AGMI
Foundation stated.

The program will enable up to
40-year-old foreign PhD students or
young researchers who specialize in
the field of genocide research and
work on their doctoral thesis, to spend
one month in Armenia and conduct
their research at the archives of the
Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute,
as well as other local scientific institu-
tions and libraries.

The duration of the scholarship
is one month.

The AGMI Foundation will cover
travel and accommodation expenses.

The deadline for application is
February 15, 2019.

The name of the winner will be
known on March 1, 2019.

At the end of the program, the
scholarship holder is required to make
a report and present a summary of the
work done within the month. He/she
will also submit an article as a result of
a research to be considered for publi-
cation in the International Journal of
Armenian Genocide Studies within 1
year from the end of his/her visit to
Armenia.

A round-table discussion with
Armenian specialists and the AGMI
Foundation researchers will be orga-
nized during the program with the
scholarship holder.

The program will run from April 1.

Required documents for the sub-
mission:

- CV or resume

- Research proposal (not less
than 2 pages)

- List of published works (if any)

- Two letters of reference

- A filled application form.

The winner will be selected by
the Scientific Council of the AGMI
Foundation.

The Lemkin Scholarship was
founded in 2010. So far there have
been 12 winners.

About Raphael Lemkin

Lawyer Rafael Lemkin (1900-
1959) coined the term "genocide" as
well as participated in the preparation
of the UN Convention on the Preven-
tion and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide of December 9, 1948.

The Armenian Genocide has a
special place for study in Lemkin’s
extensive scientific heritage.

Rafael Lemkin was greatly im-
pressed by the mass killings of Arme-
nians in the Ottoman Empire in
1915.When studying at Lvov Univer-
sity, he learned from the local newspa-
per about the murder of ex-Minister of
Interior of the Ottoman Empire Talaat
Pasha by Soghomon Tehlirian in Ber-
lin. The impunity of Turkish criminals
who committed the Armenian Geno-
cide caused anxiety to Lemkin. He
decided to go into the field of interna-
tional law, specializing in the study of
crimes against humanity. Unable to
find appropriate international norms to
prevent genocide and punish the per-
petrators, he himself undertook the
task of creating those norms.

Armenian Government to Scrap

Continued frompage 1

Pashinian defended the plans on
Saturday. He argued that he has re-
peatedly said since coming to power in
May that the state bureaucracy is bloated
and inefficient. He said My Step’s
landslide victory in the December 9
general elections means that he has a
mandate to shrink it.

“The common practice around
the world is for 9 to 11 employees to
have one leader,” Pashinian told re-
porters. “In our state bureaucracy there

is one leader per 3.5 workers.”

Some analysts question the wis-
dom of reducing the number of gov-
ernment ministries. Serob Antinian, a
public administration expert, said on
Monday that the new “super-minis-
tries” would actually slow down the
work of the state apparatus.

“If we unite ministries it will
mean that while a minister has until
now taken one or two days to sign a
state document because of busyness
they would take ten days after that
[restructuring,]” Antinian told a news
conference.
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Zarmanazan 2019 Applications are
Now Open!

Zarmanazan 2019, the Western
Armenian summer programme, will
take place high up in the mountains in
the French-Swiss Alps Region of
France, from 12 July to 7 August. It
will combine three interconnecting ini-
tiatives:

- A summer programme for chil-
dren ages 10 to 17;

- A summer creative programme
for young adults ages 19 to 24;

- An intensive university diploma
programme designed for Western Ar-
menian teachers in the Armenian
Diaspora, certified by the National In-
stitute of Oriental Languages and
Civilisations (INALCO), Paris.

Children and young adults will
participate in various age appropriate
activities. These will include music,
performing arts, self-expression, vi-
sual and audiovisual arts, crafts ses-
sions, creative writing and literature
reading workshops, outdoor games,
field trips and much more! All activi-
ties will be conducted in Armenian and
led by a team of talented expert facili-
tators.

Zarmanazan is open to all chil-
dren and young adults in the Armenian
Diaspora. The number of spaces is
limited.

Please note that an intermediate
level of Armenian proficiency is re-
quired for the young adults’ group.

The intensive university diploma
programme is limited to 15 teachers
and it will combine expert direction
with practical training, interactive lec-
tures, the latest pedagogic approaches
and materials.
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For more information visit:
www.gulbenkian.pt/armenian-com-
munities

Deadline for all applications: 19
January 2019, 23:00 GMT.

All applicants will be contacted
by 9 February 2019.

The Armenian Communities De-
partment of the Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation launched the educational
project “Zarmanazan” in 2017 as part
of its Western Armenian revitalisation
programme. It is organised in partner-
ship with L’association Mille et un
Mondes (Lyon, France) and Institut
National des Langues et Civilisations
Orientales (INALCO, Paris, France).
The Zarmanazan summer programme
is certified by the French Ministry of
Youth and Sports.

Saroyan Documentary to Premiere at
Fresno State on January 25

Friday, January 25, 2019
7:30PM (Doors open 7:00PM)
Satellite Student Union « Fresno State
Free admission and free parking

Lights! Camera!
Saroyan!
An exciting
new documentary on
author William Saroyan

FRESNO — The Armenian Stud-
ies Program at Fresno State, in con-
junction with the William Saroyan
House Museum, is presenting the in-
ternational premiere of “Lights! Cam-
era! Saroyan!” at 7:30PM on Friday,
January 25, in the Satellite Student
Union at Fresno State.

Directed by Harut Shatyan, and
produced by Ara Baghdasaryan,
“Lights! Camera! Saroyan!” examines
the career and personal life of Fresno
native William Saroyan, a Pulitzer Prize
and Oscar winning author, playwright,
and artist. Through exclusive inter-
views with his family and friends the
documentary spans the artist’s years
living in Fresno and abroad.

No reservations are required, and
admission is free.

Seating is available based on a
first-come, first-served basis. Doors
open at 7:00 and the showing will start
at 7:30. Free parking is available in
Lots P15, P16, P5 and P6-parking
permits not required.

The Fresno State Satellite Stu-
dent Union is located at 2485 E. San
Ramon, Fresno. Entrance to campus
is at Barstow and Maple Aves. The
Satellite Student Union is just north of
the Armenian Genocide Monument on
campus.

For more information about the
screening please contact the Armenian
Studies Programat 278-2669, visit our
website at www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies or visit our Facebook
page at
@ArmenianStudiesFresnoState.
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