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PM Pashinyan . “We Will Never Give up Our Homeland,
We Will Never Concede This Victory to Anyone”

YEREVAN— Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan attended an Army Day-dedi-
cated festive event, which marked the
27th anniversary of the formation of the
Armed Forces of the Republic of Arme-
nia. Nikol Pashinyan addressed the event
with a congratulatory message, in which
he stated as follows:

“AnIndianthousand-year-oldriddle
asks: What is it that you do not notice as
long as it has not gone away? The answer
is as follows: health. And the meaning of
the saying is that you must keep your
health strong, because if it goes away,
you can no longer bring it back.

Hopefully you did not think that I
had mixed the papers and read the text of
the speech on Health Worker’s Day.
What does this saying have to do with the
27th anniversary of the Armenian Army?
The connection is that security is like
health: as long as it exists, it is perceived
as something self-understood and as-
sumed to be. On this solemn day of our
Army’s anniversary, | believe it worth
noting once again that the security we

have is not just an apple fallen from the
sky, but a reality that has been achieved
through the efforts of thousands of free-
dom fighters: those officers who gave up
their career in the Soviet Army and came
back to protect the motherland; the first
soldiers of our newly independent state,
who defended their homeland at the cost
of their health and life, sacrificing some-
times their well being and prosperity.
And if we get health from God, our
security, in this case the external security
is provided by our armed forces, our
army.

What does the Armenian army
mean? It implies thousands of soldiers,
contract servicemen and officers spend-
ing at least half year away from their
families and relatives withsleepless nights
in combat positions, ready to take on the
blow and retaliate at any cost, including
their own lives and health.

What is the Armenian army? It
implies army positions a few thousand
meters high in the mountains, or other-
wise down in the plains where the tem-

LAPD Investigating Turkish Flags Hung at
Two Armenian Schools as Hate Crime
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SAN FERNANDO VALLEY
(KTLA) —Police are investigating the
appearance of Turkish flags at two
Armenian private schools in the San
Fernando Valley as a possible hate
crime, officials said Tuesday.

The flags were hanging at the

Holy Martyrs Ferrahian High School
on 5300 White Oak Ave. in the Encino
neighborhood of Los Angeles and the
AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School
on 6844 Oakdale Ave. in the Canoga

Continued onpage 4

perature can exceed 50 degrees, and
soldiers, officers who never look back,
but look ahead

What is the Armenian army? It is a
tremendous job of commanding, staff-
ing, providing logistics, intelligence and
supplies that can never stop just as one
cannot stop breathing, whether asleep or
awake.

Our Army is the pulse of our coun-
try, which does not stop for a second,
whether the country is sleeping or awake.
We often ignore its presence in everyday
life just as we do not notice our breath-
ing.

The 27thanniversary ofour nation’s
glorious army is being celebrated today,
and we have gathered here to pay hom-
age to our martyrs, all our freedom
fighters, officers, soldiers, whose sacri-
fice is at the heart of our statehood and
independence. We have gathered to our
respectful attitude to all those parents
and women who are waiting with pride
and patience for their children or hus-
bands to be back from service.

We have gathered today to reaf-
firm our covenants to our ancestors, our
heroes and martyrs, our legendary mili-
tary commanders and soldiers. We will
never give up our homeland; we will
never concede this victory to anyone.

Therefore, long live the Republic
of Armenia! Long live the Republic of
Artsakh! Glory to the victorious Arme-
nian Army! Congratulations on the 27th
Anniversary of the Armenian Army.
Thank you.”

EU Promises Extra
Aid to Armenia

YEREVAN -- The European Union
will provide Armenia with additional fi-
nancial assistance this year in recogni-
tion of democratic change in the coun-
try, asenior EU official said during a visit
to Yerevan on Tuesday.

Johannes Hahn, the EU commis-
sioner for European neighborhood and
enlargement negotiations, said Armenia
will be rewarded for the “developments
of last year.” He singled out the conduct
of the December 9 parliamentary elec-
tions, saying that they are regarded as
free and fair by the international commu-
nity.

“This is something good, some-
thing unique so far in Armenia’s recent
history,” Hahn told a joint news confer-
ence with Armenian Foreign Minister
Zohrab Mnatsakanian held before his
talks with Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian.

Hahn did not specify the likely
amount of the extra EU aid. He said only
that it will be allocated from an EU fund
designed to reward partner states’ “spe-
cial achievements” in the areas of de-
mocratization and rule of law.

According to Pashinian’s press of-
fice, the prime minister and Hahn dis-
cussed, among other things, a possible
“expansion of EU-supported develop-
ment programs in Armenia” when they
met later on Friday.

“They agreed that the implementa-
tion of new initiatives in the fields of
infrastructure, education, energy and

Continued onpage 2

Israel's Defense Ministry Suspends Licenses
for Dronemaker Accused of Bombing
Armenia Military for Azerbaijan

JERUSALEM -- Israel’s Defense
Ministry on Sunday suspended the ex-
port licenses of three senior officials
from an aircraft manufacturer sus-
pected of testing one of its “suicide
drones” against the Armenian military
in 2017 at the behest of its client
Azerbaijan in violation of Israeli law.

Many details of the case remain
under a court-issued gag order, the
Times of Israel reports.

The Defense Ministry later con-
firmed that it was blocking the export
licenses of three senior officials in the
company — CEO Amos Matan, deputy
CEO Meir Rizmovitch and a third,
unnamed, employee — pending a for-
mal hearing.

“They will not be able to work in
marketing or defense exports with out-
side officials,” the company said.

This suspension will remain in
effect until a verdict is rendered in the
case against them.

In August 2017, reports emerged
that the company was suspected of
using the Orbiter 1K kamikaze drone to
attack Armenian forces in the disputed

Nagorno-Karabakh region during a
demonstration for Azeri officials. A
copy of the complaint was first leaked
to the Maariv newspaper.

The Israel Police’s Unit of Inter-
national Crime Investigations, the De-
fense Ministry’s investigation unit and
the State Attorney’s Office launched
an investigation into Aeronautics’s
conduct, but a gag order has been
placed over many of its details.

With the launch of the probe, the
company said it had been barred from
selling the Orbiter 1K model to its “cen-
tral client ‘A™ — not identifying the
country by its name, per the gag order.

Continued onpage 2
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Time for Economic Revolution in Armenia,
PM Pashinyan Says

DAVOS (Armradio) -- -- It's time
for Armenia to transform the "political
revolution to an economic one," Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan said in an
interview with Euronews.

The most important reforms are
connected with economy, the Prime
Minister said, adding that “what we
are going to do for it is implement
regulatory simplifications, make it
easier to do business in Armenia and
reform the Tax Code.”

“We are going to reduce the level
of income tax and profit tax to make
the business and investment environ-
ment more attractive for foreign in-
vestors,” Pashinyan added.

“To encourage the poor layers

of the population Armenia intends
to create a new sector of buines -
micro business- which will be com-
pletely tax-free,” the Prime Minis-
ter added.

Speaking about foreign policy,
Pashinyan reiterated his earlier posi-
tion that no U-turns are expected.

“We are a member of the Eur-
asian Economic Union, which is very
important to us economically, because
it is a huge market for Armenian busi-
ness,” he noted.

The Prime Minister added, how-
ever, that Armenia also has a Compre-
hensive and Enhanced Partnership
Agreement with the EU, which it is
also going to implement.

Armenian Authorities Re-open Former MP
Mihran Poghosyan’s Panama Papers Probe

YEREVAN -- Armenian law-en-
forcement authorities have confirmed
reports that they have re-opened the
criminal case into former MP Mihran
Poghosyan’s involvement in offshore
companies. The information first
emerged in the Panama Papers scandal
when Poghosyan was serving as Chief
Compulsory Officer of Judicial Acts
of Armenia.

Citing the leaked documents, the
Hetq.am investigative publication re-
ported in April 2016 that Mihran
Poghosyan controls three shadowy
companies registered in Panama. It
said Poghosian has the exclusive right
to manage Swiss bank accounts of
two of those firms.

After initial denial of the report,
Poghosyan announced his resignation
later in April 2016. But he stopped
short of admitting any wrongdoing.

The Special Investigation Ser-
vice (SIS) launched a criminal investi-
gation in connection with the Hetq.am
report shortly after the resignation. It
closed the criminal case in January
2017, saying that it found no evidence
of Poghosyan’s involvement in “illegal
entrepreneurial activity.”

Poghosyan had close ties to then
President Serzh Sarkisian and his Repub-
lican Party of Armenia (HHK). He was
elected to the former Armenian parlia-
ment on the HHK ticket in April 2017.

A spokeswoman for the SIS, Ma-
rina Ohanjanian, told RFE/RL’s Arme-
nian service on Thursday that the SIS
has reopened the probe. She said in-
vestigators will again try to determine
whether the once powerful official

used his position to earn and hide
business revenues.

Armenian media outlets had for
years accused Poghosyan of having
extensive business interests. In par-
ticular, the 43-year-old was widely re-
garded as the main owner of Katrin
Group, a company that enjoyed a de
facto monopoly on banana imports to
Armenia until last year’s “velvet revolu-
tion” that toppled Sarkisian. He always
denied owning any lucrative businesses.

Shortly after the revolution the
State Revenue Committee (SRC)
launched a tax evasion inquiry into
Katrin Group and three other firms
linked to it. They promptly admitted
failing to pay a total of 600 million
drams ($1.2 million) in taxes, leading
the SRC to stop the criminal proceed-
ings.

The SRC reopened the probe a
few weeks later, however, saying that
it has discovered evidence of greater
tax evasion on the part of the four
business entities.

EU Promises Extra Aid to Armenia

Continued frompage 1

other areas might be promising,” the
office said in a statement. It said the two
sides stressed in this regard the impor-
tance of implementing the Comprehen-
sive and Enhanced Partnership Agree-
ment (CEPA) signed by the EU and
Armenia in 2017.

Hahn described his talks with
Pashinian as “open and forward look-
ing.” “I have reassured the PM that
Armenia can count on EU support in
implementing CEPA and introducing
comprehensive reforms for the benefit

of Armenian citizens,” he stated.

“We need to seize the moment to
consolidate democracy, also to the ben-
efit of the economic development of the
country!” added the EU official.

Speaking at the news conference,
Hahn said he is also discussing with
Armenian leaders the possibility of orga-
nizing an investment forum in Yerevan
for potential European investors. He said
their interest in Armenia’s economy has
increased since the “velvet revolution.”

“There is a very positive mood in
the country which also has a spillover
effect abroad,” stated Hahn.

February 2, 2019

EU, World Bank Pledge Over 730 Million
Euros for Armenian Road Upgrades

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- The Eu-
ropean Union and the World Bank have
allocated over 730 million euros ($832
million) for investments in Armenia’s
transport infrastructure that will be
made by 2030, a senior EU official
confirmed on Friday.

The loans and grants are part of
the Trans-European Transport Net-
work (TEN-T) Investment Action Plan
announced by them last week. It is
designed to “boost connectivity and
economic growth” in six former So-
viet republics included in the EU’s
Eastern Partnership program.

“Together, the projects will re-
quire an estimated investment of al-
most €13 billion and foresee a total of
4,800 kilometers of road and rail, 6
ports, and 11 logistics centers,” the
World Bank and the EU said in a joint
statement.

“Those projects will make pos-
sible the construction and rehabilita-
tion of new and existing roads, rail,
ports, airports as well as logistical
centers and border crossing points,”
they said.

Armenia will be eligible for 732
million euros worth of such funding,
added the statement.

“This huge program of connec-
tivity will bring Armenia and the Euro-

pean Union closer together,” Piotr
Switalski, the head of the EU Delega-
tion in Yerevan, told RFE/RL’s Arme-
nian service.

“Some of the projects are already
being implemented in Armenia,” he said.

Switalski pointed to the ongoing
reconstruction of two Armenian high-
ways running from Yerevan to the Geor-
gian border. The EU has contributed over
90 million euros in loans and 15 million
euros in grants to the effort, he said.

The diplomat also mentioned the
54 million-euro modernization of
Armenia’s three border checkpoints with
Georgia which was carried out from
2013-2017.The EU provided the bulk of
the sumin the form of a grant and a loan.

According to the joint statement
by the World Bank and the EU, road
projects launched in Armenia as part
of TEN-T are worth more than 200
million euros.

The bank and the 28-nation bloc
have allocated much greater sums for
similar projects in Georgia and
Azerbaijan: 3.4 billion euros and 2.8
billion euros respectively.

“What we have as a result, this
initial outline, is the reflection of the
expectations of the Armenian side,”
Switalski said when asked to explain
the difference.

Israel's Defense Ministry Suspends Licenses

Continued frompage 1

This ban remains in place as of
Sunday.

Aeronautics is accused of send-
ing a team to the Azerbaijan capital
Baku to demonstrate the Orbiter 1K
unmanned aerial vehicle, which can be
outfitted with a small explosive pay-
load of 2.2 to 4.4 pounds (one to two
kilograms) and flown into an enemy
target on a “suicide” mission.

According to the complaint
against the company, while demon-
strating the kamikaze drone to the
Azerbaijani military in July 2017, the
company was asked to carry out a live-
fire test of the system against an Ar-
menian military position. The two coun-
tries have been fighting sporadically
for nearly 25 years.

Such a test would be illegal under
Israeli law, as it would require a seldom-
granted permit to carry out demonstra-
tions against real targets. In this case,
Aeronautics Defense Systems would
have been even less likely to receive such
a permit, as Israel does not consider
Armenia to be an enemy state.

The two Israelis operating the
two Orbiter 1K drones during the test
refused to carry out the attack, despite
threats from their superiors, Maariv
reported.

Two higher-ranking members of
the Aeronautics Defense Systems del-
egation in Baku then attempted to carry
out the Azerbaijani request, but, lacking
the necessary experience, did not di-
rectly hit their targets, the report said.

The Yavneh-based Aeronautics
denied the assertion when reports first
came out, saying it “has never carried
out a demonstration against live tar-
gets, including in this case.”

Aeronautics Defense Systems,
which specializes in UAV technology,
manufactures other drones that are simi-
lar to the Orbiter 1K but lack its attack
capabilities and can only be used for
reconnaissance. Azad Systems, a sub-
sidiary of Aeronautics Defense Systems
that is run by the Azerbaijani defense
ministry, currently manufactures at least
two models of the Orbiter platform.
Azerbaijani news outlets have reported
that the country has its own Orbiter
kamikaze drones as well.
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Creative Armenia and AGBU
Announce 2019 Fellows

Five exceptional artists selected for career acceleration

NEW YORK -- Creative Armenia
and the Armenian General Benevolent
Union (AGBU) are delighted to announce
the five recipients of the inaugural Cre-
ative Armenia-AGBU Fellowships,a year-
long program of funding, mentorship
and tailored promotion strategies for tal-
ented artists from all fields.

The fellows selected for the 2019
term are: theatre and opera director
Arthur Makaryan (New York), musi-
cian Arik Grigoryan (Gyumri/Yerevan),
painter Bur¢in Basar (Istanbul), writer
and comedian Narek Margaryan
(Yerevan), and filmmaker Victoria
Aleksanyan (Yerevan).

“We had hundreds of fascinating
applicants who are creating vital art
around the world,” said Alec Mouhibian,
VP of Programs at Creative Armenia.
“We are grateful to all of them, and very
excited to help our first class of fellows
reach new levels in their careers.”

The Fellowships represent the first
collaboration of AGBU and Creative Ar-
menia, which entered into a strategic
partnership in May. Creative Armenia, a
global arts foundation for the Armenian

people, pursues a mandate to discover,
develop, promote, and produce innova-
tive talent. A trusted bedrock of the
Armenian diaspora, AGBU has been cre-
ating opportunities for Armenian artists
for decades to extend their education and
showcase their talents to diverse audi-
ences across the globe.

“Empowering Armenian artists for-
tifies the evolution of Armenian culture,”
said Hayk Arsenyan, Director of the
Performing Arts Department at AGBU.
“We are looking forward to the original
work our fellows will create with this
support.”

Creative Armenia and AGBU will
showcase the work of the 2019 fellows
through a variety of platforms in the
course of the next year. Stay tuned to our
websites and social media pages to learn
more about the 2019 fellows.

Founded in 2017, Creative Arme-
nia is an innovative arts foundation that
develops —and realizes — the strategies of
a cultural awakening. Its founding advi-
sory board includes Serj Tankian, Eric
Esrailian, Arsinée Khanjian, Eric Bogosian,
Carla Garapedian, Simon Abkarian

London Features Riveting Armenian
Genocide Play '""Beast on the Moon"

By Nora Vosbigian
(London)

Next week will
see the premiere of a
new London produc-
tion of "Beast on the
Moon." This highly [
acclaimed play on the
aftermath of the Ar-
menian Genocide has [&#
been commissioned by 4
Finborough Theatre §

between 29 Jan and 23
Feb., 2019.

The setting is
Milwaukee in the 1920s. A survivor of
the Armenian Genocide, Aram, be-
lieves he will begin a new life when his
teenage ‘mail-order’ bride, Seta, ar-
rives to join him. They are a couple
united by history — both survivors of
the Armenian Genocide. But their pain-
ful, shared experience does nothing to

promote domestic harmony as Aram is
obsessed with creating a family to
replace the one he lost in such savage
circumstances, and Seta, just fifteen
and trapped by the traditions of the old
ways, struggles to embrace her new
life in a new country.

Beast on the Moon was last per-
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Aras Publishing Receives
Publishing House of the Year Award

ISTANBUL -- Diinya Newspa-
per Books Magazine based in Istanbul
chose the Bests of the Year for the
26th time and Aras Publishing is
granted the Publishing House of the
Year award this year. Editor-in-chief
Rober Kopas received the award at
the ceremony held on January 24.
Established in 1993 Aras Publishing
aims to be the representative and
sustainer of the Armenian publishing
tradition, which has a long and estab-
lished history in Turkey.

The award committee explained
why they chose Aras as the following:
“Understanding each other can be pos-
sible and sustainable through art and
literature. Functioning as the window
to to Armenian literature, history and
culture with its special, meticulous
and quality books for years and telling
about us to us, Aras Publishing is
granted with the Publishing House of
the Year award.”

Editor-in-chief Rober Koptas re-
ceived the award on behalf of Aras
from award committee member and
writer Basar Basarir. In his speech,
Koptas thanked all the workers who
have sweated for Aras by this time,
authors, translator and readers who
keep the publishing house alive. Koptas
stated that they dedicate the award to
all the citizens who are jailed and pros-
ecuted because of their thoughts and
especially to board member Osman
Kavala who has been unjustly injail for
450 days.

Thanking Diinya Books Maga-
zine for granting this meaningful award
to Aras on the 25th anniversary of its
establishment, Koptas said:

“As Aras, we worked with the
awareness that books and literature
play an important role in overcoming

prejudices between peoples and elimi-
nating the obstacles, and have always
tried to publish meticulous and quality
books despite difficult conditions. We
are floating on air since this valuable
award reminded us that our efforts are
recognized and appreciated on our 25th
year. We dedicate this award to our
board member Osman Kavala who has
been unjustly in jail for 450 days and to
all prisoners who fight with their
thought for democratization of Tur-
key. For us, contributing to cultural
scene of Turkey is a part of the struggle
for preserving and improving the plu-
ralist fabric of our country. We send
our feelings of solidarity and greetings
to all publishing houses that are sup-
pressed, ignored, publishing books
concerning all the oppressed groups,
claiming rights and being sensitive to
the efforts of those who claim their
rights.”

Aras has adopted a publishing
policy which made it be called “the
window to Armenian literature” soon.
With its books in Turkish and Arme-
nian, it became the few publishing
houses in Turkey that publish books in
two languages. Publishing translations
from Armenian authors and Turkish
works of contemporary Armenian au-
thors, Aras aims to help people from
different cultures who were born and
raised on the same land and lived side
by side know and understand each
other better through literature, and to
contribute to the common values of
humanity together. Facilitating
Anatolia’s cultural values to be passed
on next generations, Aras Publishing
aims to be the representative and
sustainer of the Armenian publishing
tradition, which has a long and estab-
lished history in Turkey.

formedin the United Kingdomat Battersea
Arts Centre in 1996 to much acclaim.
“Richard Kalinoski’s small, quiet play
has a big, unashamedly sentimental heart
as it charts Aram and Seta's difficult
marriage and explores how it is possible
to live when all the rest of your family
have died ”” said The Guardian (London).
“The past finds a sort of closure, but the
author’s skill has kept us on tenter-
hooks throughout, uncertain whether
any happy outcome can be possible”
said The London Times Online and
"Humane, funny and touching, ‘Beast
on the Moon’ presents the claims of

both past and future with fairness and
empathy” commented The Indepen-
dent (London)

The organisers of the play, sensi-
tive to their subject matter, have in-
cluded a number of post-performance
discussions on the Armenian Geno-
cide and its enduring legacy. They will
be hosted by Ara Sarafian (Gomidas
Institute), Misak Ohanian (Centre for
Armenian Information and Advice) and
Sally Gimson (Index on Censorship).
For more information see https://
www.finboroughtheatre.co.uk/pro-
ductions/2018/beast-on-the-moon.php

www.massispost.com
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Dr. Christopher Sheklian to Speak on
“Liturgy and Property in Istanbul: The
Armenian Minority in Turkey Today”

FRESNO -- Christopher
Sheklian, director of the Zohrab Infor-
mation Center (Eastern Diocese of the
Armenian Church, New York) will
present a talk on “Liturgy and Property
in Istanbul: The Armenian Minority in
Turkey Today” at 7:30PM on Friday,
February 22, in the University Busi-
ness Center, Alice Peters Auditorium,
at Fresno State.

The presentation is part of the
Armenian Studies Program Spring 2019
Lecture Series and is supported by the
Leon S. Peters Foundation.

During the Divine Liturgy
(Badarak) of the Armenian Church at
the small church of St. Gregory the
[luminator in Kuzguncuk, a beautiful
neighborhood on the Asian side of
Istanbul, one often hears the Islamic
call to prayer being recited from the
mosque next door. Like all the churches
in Istanbul, St. Gregory is organized as
a vakif, a type of endowed charitable
foundation developed within Islamic
law. In the middle of the twentieth
century, the board of the St. Gregory
Kuzguncuk vakif happily supported
the building of the mosque. In fact, the
two courtyards share a wall. Today,
the proximity of the properties of the
two religious properties results in the
auditory mingling of liturgy. The ezan,
the call to prayer, wavers with the
singing of Armenian hymns.

Of course, things are not always
so harmonious. Armenian properties—
vakif and otherwise—have been sys-
tematically expropriated by the Turk-
ish state since its founding in 1923.
The vakif board of the Armenian Hos-
pital of Surp Pirgi¢ (Holy Savior’s)
sued the government in the European
Court of Human Rights over some of
its properties. Similarly, religious edu-
cation and liturgical practice has at
times been stymied by the Turkish
government. This presentation uses
these two categories of liturgy and
property to trace the status of Arme-
nians in Turkey today. Harmonious or
contentious, at hospitals or during
church services, Istanbul Armenians
lead rich and varied lives in the fabric
of the city, proclaiming “Buradayiz
Ahparig”—“We are here, brother.”

Dr. Christopher Sheklian was ap-
pointed Director of the Krikor and
Clara Zohrab Information Center in
September 2018. He is a native of

Visalia, California, and earned an MA
in Anthropology and then his PhD in
Anthropology from the University of
Chicago in 2017 after defending his
thesis titled “Theology and the Com-
munity: The Armenian Minority, Tra-
dition, and Secularism in Turkey.”

He conducted two years of eth-
nographic fieldwork in Istanbul, living
and working with the Armenian com-
munity there. He traveled extensively
in historic Armenia during his field-
work. This work was the basis of his
doctoral dissertation and much of his
current research.

Dr. Sheklian specializes in the
Anthropology of religion and secular-
ism, studying the role of liturgy and
law on the lives of religious minorities.
His published work includes “Prom-
ises of Property: Religious Founda-
tions and the Justice and Development
Party’s Ambiguous Attitudes towards
Religious Minorities” in the journal
Turkish Studies and “Venerating the
Saints, Remembering the City: Arme-
nian Memorial Practices and Commu-
nity Formation in Contemporary
Istanbul” in the volume Armenian
Christianity Today. As an active
scholar, he continues to pursue re-
search on secularism, religious minor-
ity rights, and the embodied and emo-
tional aspects of religious life.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Free parking is available in
Lot P6 or P5 (permits are not required
on Friday evenings).

For more information about the
lecture please contact the Armenian
Studies Program at 278-2669, visit
www.fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies
or visit Facebook page at
@ArmenianStudiesFresnoState.

Book Review:
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Letters to Barbra by Paul Chaderjian

By Kay Mouradian

Who is Barbra? And what is the
significance of this girl...or woman?

Within the first few pages I learn
she is Barbra Streisand, the famed
American singer and the writer is a 9-
year-old Armenianboy, Adam Terzian,
who lives in Beirut. He is in constant
fear that the falling bombs from the
1975 civil war will maim him or maybe
even kill him like his young neighbor
who died when one of those bombs
exploded and burst his school bus into
little pieces. Inhis first letter to Barbra,
Adam asks her, “Can you stop the war
before I die?” Writing to Barbra and
listening to Barbra’s music becomes
Adam’s escape from that horrific time.

Adam’s father decides they must
leave war-torn Beirut. He has relatives in
America, but American visas take time,
and four years later Adam finds himself
in Fresno, California. He has difficulty
adjusting to his new world. He tells
Barbra he misses his father still in Beirut
selling the family business and arrives in
Fresno two years later. Finally! But the
trauma of the war affects Adam’s out-
look for the rest of his life.

The story line follows Adam from
Beirut to Fresno, to USC, to Holly-
wood, Armenia and the Middle East as
he becomes a film director and a jour-
nalist. Adam loves words and loves the
magic of writing, but the trauma from
his young Beirut life never leaves him.

By the time he enters USC, every
world tragedy affects him as if it were
his own and he asks WHY? Then, in
Armenia for his first time, the pain of
the Armenian genocide overwhelms
him and he reflects on the huge loss of
Armenian humankind and the loss of
the country of Western Armenia. His
own Armenian grandparents had been
forced from their homeland, never to
see it again. Adam keeps his pain
inside, but always “talks” to Barbra as
he pens words onto paper — his thera-
peutic release.

Adam writes about individuals
with whom he works, increasingly
frustrated that every one of his col-
leagues, and himself as well, are trying
to find their voice and identity. All
around him, hopes and dreams are
beyond reach.

“Is this all there is?”” Adam asks.
“Is it meaningless?” he asks Barbra.

It is here the reader has an oppor-
tunity for self-reflection...to follow

the chase for fame or power as each of
the story’s characters’ road to suc-
cess is dimmed. Not finding “success”
their hearts heavy yet empty, they tend
to berate themselves and never find

contentment.

At first I enjoyed Chaderjian’s
writing style with his double-spaced
short paragraphs, but as the author
introduces characters as Adam travels
the world, the reader can become eas-
ily confused because time frames skip
from today to far-away yesterdays,
and even into the future. Characters
are everywhere and anywhere, and it
takes a lot of concentration to know
where or when, and whose point of
view is speaking.

Letters to Barbra is a story about
how early trauma affects one’s life. |
would like to have seen more written
about how war affects children like
Adam. Maybe even written as a
children’s story...to understand how
lives are traumatized even after the
bombings stop. I have been told that
children whose lives are terrorized in
war never understand that hope and
fulfilling dreams are a possibility. I
would love to know if there is a study
substantiating that theory.

I think of my mother, who sur-
vived the Armenian genocide as a young
girl. That shadow of pain never left
her until she was in her 80s. But that is
another story.

Kay Mouradian EdD, author
and filmmaker of My Mother’s Voice
is currently a consultant for A Jour-
ney of Angeles, a play based on her
mother’s survival from the Arme-
nian genocide.

LAPD Investigating Turkish Flags

Continued frompage 1

Park neighborhood of Los Angeles.

Photos showed three flags hang-
ing on Ferrahian High School’s gates
and a stairwell, early Tuesday morn-
ing.

Ferrahian school administrators
said there was no threat to students,
and classes continued as usual.

Because the suspect trespassed
on school property, the incident is
being investigated as a hate crime at
Ferrahian High School school, offi-
cials said.

School administrators said they
alerted the Los Angeles Police Depart-

ment and officers were investigating
at both campuses.

At the AGBU Manoogian-
Demirdjian School, where 13 flags
lined the school’s perimeter, the inci-
dent was being characterized as a
“hate incident,” since the suspect did
not trespass, the school said in a
Facebook post.

As a precautionary measure, the
AGBU school campus “will remain a
closed campus until further notice,”
officials said.

Surveillance footage showed a
man in dark clothing approaching the
Ferrahian campus at around 4 a.m. and
hanging the flags.
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