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Armenian Government Unveils

Revolutionary Economic Program
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YEREVAN -- Over the next five
years, the activity of the Government of
Armenia will be aimed at building an
export-oriented, competitive and inclu-
sive economy, corresponding to indus-
trial and environmental standards, Arme-
nian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan said,
as he presented the government’s Action
Plan to the National Assembly.

He added that the government will
aim to change the GDP structure so that
in five years technology and technologi-
cal innovation become the locomotive of
the country's economy.

“All branches of our economy —
agriculture, mining, industry, construc-
tion, small and medium-sized business,
should correspond to high ecological
standards,” the Prime Minister added.

He stressed that the domestic mar-
ket should be abenchmark forall branches
of the economy. He urged all citizens to
give preference to local good and ser-

vices.

“Armenia is a member of the Eur-
asian Economic Union, which has free
trade agreements with a number of coun-
tries such as Iran and Vietnam, and the
geography is expected to expand in the
future,” he said.

The Prime Minister added that Ar-
menia benefits from preferential GSP
and GSP+ systems, which means we
have a huge untapped export potential.

He stressed that inclusiveness of
the economy is key to achieving the
goals.

Nikol Pashinyan announced the
start of “economic revolution” in Arme-
nia.

"The Armenian people has won
over corruption anarchy, clan manage-
ment, and the Armenian people will win
in the fight against poverty, unemploy-
ment, ill-treatment and inactivity,” he
stated.

Armenian Specialists Deployed to Syria
for Humanitarian Mission

YEREVAN — An 83-member
group of Armenian specialists compris-
ing deminers, doctors and security per-
sonnel arrived in Aleppo, Syria on 8
February, for providing humanitarian aid
to the Syrian people.

The Armenian specialists will carry

out humanitarian activities related to
demining, mine awareness and medical
assistance only inthose districts of Aleppo
where no military operations are carried
out.

Continued onpage 4

France's Macron Announces April 24
National Day Marking Armenian Genocide

PARIS (AFP) -- French President
Emmanuel Macron on Tuesday said
France would make April 24 a "national
day of commemoration of the Armenian
genocide".

Speaking to the Armenian com-
munity at a dinner in Paris, Macron
said: "France is, first and foremost,
the country that knows how to look
history in the face, which was among
the first to denounce the killing of the
Armenian people, which in 1915 named
genocide for what it was, which in
2001 after a long struggle recognised

it in law."

France "will in the next weeks
make April 24 a national day of com-
memoration of the Armenian genocide,"
he added.

Macron's remarks at the dinner,
organised by the Coordinating Council of
Armenian Organisations of France,
honoured a campaign promise from his
election in 2017.

At the event, Macron also paid
tribute to Charles Aznavour, the French
crooner of Armenian origin who died in
October last year.

ServiceTitan Opens Office in Armenia

LOS ANGELES -- ServiceTitan,
the world's leading all-in-one, cloud-
based software for residential home ser-
vice businesses, has opened an office in
Armenia. The tech company was founded
by Armenians who emigrated to the
United States with their families as chil-
dren.

"Our roots are in Armenia and it's
really important for us to not only have a
presence here, but to invest in the com-
munity," said Vahe Kuzoyan, president
and co-founder of ServiceTitan. "Our
intention is to contribute to the education
of the labor force and provide opportuni-
ties so the best talent doesn't have to
leave the country."

ServiceTitan was founded by
Kuzoyan and Ara Mahdessian in 2012
when they discovered there were few
software options to recommend to their
fathers—both of whom were trades-
men. ServiceTitan now has more than
600 employees in two of the largest
American metropolitan areas, Los Ange-
les and Atlanta, and more than 2,500
client businesses throughout the USA
and Canada.

Kuzoyan hopes to create an envi-
ronment and culture that is an extension
of ServiceTitan's U.S. operation, which
provides competitive compensation and
several benefits and perks to employees,
with a dedication to helping people find
long-lasting careers. One goal is to help
develop the Armenian tech workforce so
the country doesn't suffer from a short-

N
ServiceTitan

age of talent.

"Initially it's going to be an engi-
neering office with a handful of senior
employees, primarily for extending our
team, which is working on product de-
velopment," Kuzoyan said. "If that's suc-
cessful, I can see our employee numbers
growing exponentially. It depends on
how effectively and fast we can scale."

Kuzoyan and Mahdessian want to
cultivate world class engineers and be
known as a company where excellence
is expected.

"We want everyone from univer-
sity students to senior engineers to know
that if they come and work for us they
can become world class," Mahdessian
said. "It's not going to be a place where
you'll be bored in a few years and then
want to leave for a better opportunity."

2018 was a notable year for
ServiceTitan. In March, the company
announced it had secured $62 million in
Series C funding, and in November
ServiceTitan secured $165 million in

Continued on page 2
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Robert Kocharian to Remain in

Pre-Trial Detention
Levon Ter-Petrosian Also Questioned as a Witness

YEREVAN — Armenia’s Court of
Appeals upheld on Thursday a lower
court’s decision to extend the pretrial
detention of former President Robert
Kocharian prosecuted on coup charges.

A district court in Yerevan allowed
investigators on January 18 to keep
Kocharian under arrest for two more
months, refusing to free him on bail. The
64-year-old ex-president appealed against
that ruling.

One of Kocharian’s lawyers, Hayk
Alumian, denounced the higher court’s
decision to reject the appeal. “This is a
100 percent political decision which was
made as a result of a political order,” he
told reporters. “There is zero jurispru-
dence behind this decision.”

Alumian said his client will chal-
lenge the decision in the higher Court of
Cassation as well as the European Court
of Human Rights.

Kocharian was arrested on De-
cember 7 on charges of overthrowing
the constitutional order just weeks be-
fore serving out his second and final
presidential term in April 2008. The Spe-
cial Investigative Service (SIS) says that
he illegally used Armenian army units
against opposition supporters who pro-
tested against alleged fraud in the Febru-
ary 2008 presidential election. It denies
any political motives behind the high-
profile case.

The SIS has brought the same
charges against three retired army gener-
als, including former Defense Minister
Mikael Harutiunian. But it has not ar-
rested any of them.

Kocharian, who ruled Armenia for
ten years, ordered army units into central
Yerevan on March 1, 2008 amid vicious

clashes between protesters and security
forces trying to disperse them. Eight
protesters and two policemen were killed
in that violence.

Kocharian again defended his ac-
tions when he spoke in the Court of
Appeals last week. He said that he only
ordered the generals to “ensurethearmy’s
neutrality” during the post-election po-
litical crisis in the country.

Levon Ter-Petrosian Also Questioned

Former President Levon Ter-
Petrosian was questioned by an Arme-
nian-law-enforcement body on Thurs-
day as a witness in its ongoing investiga-
tion into the 2008 post-election violence
in Yerevan.

His press secretary, Arman
Musinian, told RFE/RL’s Armenian ser-
vicethat the interrogation lasted for around
90 minutes. Musinian gave no other
details.

Ter-Petrosian, who served as
Armenia’s first president from 1991-
1998, was the main opposition candidate
in the presidential held in February 2008.
He staged nonstop street protests in
Yerevan after rejecting as fraudulent of-
ficial vote results that gave victory to
Serzh Sarkisian, outgoing President Rob-
ert Kocharian’s preferred successor.

Citing the deadly violence,
Kocharian declared a state of emergency
and ordered Armenian army units into
the capital. He accused Ter-Petrosian of
attempting to forcibly seize power. Doz-
ens of Ter-Petrosian allies, including
Armenia’s current Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan, were subsequently jailed on
charges of organizing “mass distur-
bances” which they strongly denied.

Bills Call for Payment of Indemnities to
Citizens Injured in 2008 March Events and
Seizure of Police Station in Yerevan in 2016

YEREVAN (Arka.am) Deputy
speaker of Armenia’s National Assembly
Alen Simonyan from Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan’s My Step bloc said in a
Facebook post today that he and another
deputy speaker Lena Nazaryan (also from
My Step) have drafted a bill that calls for
payment of indemnities to all those citi-
zens who had been injured in March 1-2
events in Yerevan back in 2008.

He said they were drafting also a
similar bill that calls for payment of
indemnities to citizens who were injured
during the seizure of a police station in
Yerevan by Sasna Tsrer armed group in
July 2016.

The Armenian opposition, led by the
first president Levon Ter-Petrosyan, who
ran for the 2008 presidential elections, held
rallies in the center of Yerevan for several
days, expressing dissatisfaction with the
results of the vote that gave the victory to
then prime minister Serzh Sargsyan. On
March 1-2 the protests translated into
riots and clashes between protesters and
law enforcement forces. Ten people were
killed and more than 200 injured.

Armenia’s new government,
brought to power by the velvet revolu-
tion in 2018 May, revived the investiga-
tion into the March 1-2 case. As a result,

ex-president Robert Kocharyan, accused
of overthrowing the constitutional order,
has been arrested pending trial.

Former presidents Levon Ter-
Petrosyan and Serzh Sargsyan were sum-
moned for interrogation.

The same charge is brought against
Yuri Khachaturov, who had been the
chief of the Yerevan garrison at the time
of the bloody events. Khachaturov was
detained, but then released on a 5 mil-
lion dram bail.

Also former defense ministers
Mikael Harutyunyan is wanted by the
law-enforcement authorities as a defen-
dant in the case.

British-Based Company Purchases
Major Gold and Copper Mine in Armenia

e

YEREVAN (RFE/RL)— A British-
based company has paid $55 million to
buy a major gold and copper mine in
Armenia from a Russian metals group.

The company, Chaarat Gold, is the
largest Western investor to move into
Armenia since last spring’s “velvet revo-
lution” that replaced the country’s former
government with a more reform-minded
and democratically elected administration.

“Clearly our decision to come here
straight after the revolution tells you that
... we believe in the positive change that
the revolution has brought to the coun-
try,” Chaarat’s chief executive, Artem
Volynets, told RFE/RL’s Armenian ser-
vice on Thursday. “We think it’s good to
be in an open and transparent society.”

“We believe in transparency and
doing things properly in the same way that
people in this country believed in transpar-
ency when they initiated the revolution,”
Volynets said in an interview.

Chaarat completed the acquisition
from Russia’s Polymetal group of the
Kapan Mining and Processing Company
on February 1. The company currently
employing about 1,000 people mines
gold, copper, silver and zinc near the
southeastern Armenian town of Kapan.
It reported more than $20 million in
earnings last year.

Chaarat is registered in the British
Virgin Islands, headquartered in Lon-
don and listed on the London Stock
Exchange’s Alternative Investment Mar-
ket trading platform. Its largest share-
holder is Martin Andersson, a Swedish
investor who has a 33.5 percent stake
in the company. Switzerland’s UBS
Group AG and a state-owned Chinese
mining firm are among its smaller
shareholders.

Volynets said the purchase of the
Kapan mine is part of Chaarat’s plans to
create “one of the leading gold producing
companies in the former Soviet Union.”
“We currently have two very large [gold]
deposits in the Kyrgyz Republic which
will form the base of our first cluster,” he
explained. “The acquisition of Kapanis a
logical step in that strategy.”

Chaarat, Volynets went on, views
Armenia as the “second cluster” of its

operations and could make further in-
vestments in the Armenian mining sec-
tor, which generated more than 40 per-
cent of the country’s exports worth $2.4
billion in 2018. “If our experience in
Kapan will prove to be a successful one,
we will look at other opportunities,” he
said.

Armenia’s largest mining enter-
prise, the Zangezur Copper-Molybde-
num Combine (ZCMC), is located in
Kajaran, a smaller town about 15 kilome-
ters west of Kapan. It has more than
4,000 employees. The German metals
group Cronimet officially owns 75 per-
cent of ZCMC.

Another major Western player in
the sector is the British-American com-
pany Lydian International which had
been granted the exclusive right to de-
velop a large gold deposit in the south-
eastern Vayots Dzor province. Lydian
has faced an uncertain future in Armenia
since the “velvet revolution.”

All roads leading to the Amulsar
deposit have been blocked since June
2018 by several dozen people protesting
against gold mining operations there
which they say are fraught with serious
risks to the environment. Lydian, which
claims to have invested more than $300
million in Amulsar, has dismissed these
concerns, saying that it will use modern
and safe technology. The company has
repeatedly demanded an end to what it
considers an illegal blockage.

Chaarat’s Volynets said he is aware
of the situation around Amulsar. “We
believe that if we do things right ... we
should be fine,” he said when asked
about its potential implications for his
company.

Volynets insisted that Chaarat will
stick to “global standards™ for environ-
mental protection in its mining and ore-
processing operations in Armenia. He
said its most immediate task is to “rein-
force” the Kapan mine’s toxic waste
disposal dump located just outside the
industrial town.

ServiceTitan Opens

Continued frompage 1

Series D funding. It also has been
named one of the best places to work
by Inc. and the Los Angeles Business
Journal and placed on Deloitte's Tech-
nology Fast 500, the Forbes Cloud 100
list of the world's best private cloud
computing companies and the Inc. 5000
list of the fastest-growing companies
in the U.S. In 2017, Forbes recognized

Office in Armenia

ServiceTitanas one of the Next Billion-
Dollar Startups.

For more information about
ServiceTitan jobs available in Armenia,
visit https://staff.am/en/company/
servicetitan.

ServiceTitan is a mobile, cloud-
based software platform that helps home
services companies streamline opera-
tions, improve customer service, and
increase sales.
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Pasadena ""Paramaz'' Chapter Committee
Members Meet Mr. Vruyr Boulghourjian

PASADENA -- On February 4,
2019, the Pasadena Paramaz chapter
met with Mr. Vruyr Boulghourjian, Dis-
trict Board Member of the Pasadena
Unified School District.

The meeting was very con-
structive and covered various top-
ics. Among the issues discussed
were the involvement of Armenian
youth in District’s programs, and
how to spark interest among Arme-
nian students to become invested in

extracurricular activities pertaining
to the community,

Issues regarding the state of the
Pasadena Unified School District and the
current challenges it faces as well as
successes were discussed.

Both sides agreed to continue dis-
cussions that will pave the way for future
cooperation between the Pasadena chap-
ter of Armenian Council of America and
the Pasadena Armenian Students Asso-
ciation.

A Sold-Out Evening in Honor of
Arno Babajanyan

PASADENA -- OnSaturday, Feb-
ruary 2, 2019, the AGBU Western
District hosted its debut concert, “A
Classical Evening in Honor of Arno
Babajanyan” at the brand new AGBU
Vatche & Tamar Manoukian Perform-
ing Arts Center (PAC). The sold-out
concert event was planned around the
35™ anniversary of the composer’s
passing and what would have been his
98" birthday. With the help of his son,
Ara Babajanyan, the Western District
was able to put on a spectacular con-
cert with an all-star performer roster.
Talented artists took the stage to pay
homage to the world-renowned com-
poser by performing many of his clas-
sical and popular pieces. Among the
600 concert attendees were, His Emi-
nence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian,
His Excellency Consul General of the
Republic of Armenia, Armen
Baibourtian, the Honorable State Sena-
tor, Anthony Portantino, the Honor-
able Assemblymember, Adrin Nazarian,
and the Honorable Mayor of the City of
Pasadena, Terry Tornek.

The evening commenced with a
special cocktail hour hosted in the
PAC Foyer where guests enjoyed wine
along with grazing platters sponsored

by Robert’s Catering Services. Once
the auditorium doors were open, ener-
getic and excited guests flooded in to
take their seats in anticipation of the
start of the concert. The room was
alive when Master of Ceremonies,
Gayane Avetisyan, took the stage to
welcome the audience. Avetisyan
shared a brief biography about Arno
Babajanyan’s life and introduced
AGBU Western District Chair, Talin
Yacoubian who joined her on stage.
Yacoubian welcomed the guests to the
new PAC and announced upcoming
concert events, including “Pour Toi
Aznavour” which will be a tribute con-
cert for Charles Aznavour on October
5, 2019. Before the first performance
of the night, a short video showed the
life of Arno Babajanyan, from being
discovered by the great composer Aram
Khachaturyan at the young age of 5 to
becoming a prominent, well-respected,
and influential composer of his time.

Part I of the concert highlighted
Babajanyan’s classical compositions
including the famous Elegy, Nocturne,
Piano Trio, among other songs. Artists
including Armen Guzelimian, Armen
Ksajikian, Sona Nalbandyan, Armen
Derkevorkian, and Allen Dishigrikyan,

Armenian American Museum Telethon Set for
February 17

To build for tomarrow, we need your help today.

ARMEN IAN
AMERICAN
MUSEUM

TELETHON

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17

DONATE TODAY: (800) 655-9554 | GIVEAAM.ORG

GLENDALE - The Armenian
American Museum is set to host its
inaugural Telethon on Sunday, February
17, 2019 to raise awareness and raise
funds for the historic project. The highly
anticipated television event will be live
broadcasted and streamed to a wide
audience across the United States and
around the world.

The Telethon will air on Sunday,
February 17, 2019 from 4:00PM to
10:00PM Pacific Standard Time (PST)
and can be watched on ARTN TV,
USArmeniaTV,Horizon TV, KVMD TV,
Facebook Live, YouTube Live, and online
on the Museum website.

“We are excited to introduce and
present the Armenian American Mu-
seum project to a worldwide audience
during the Telethon on February 17,”
stated Museum Executive Chairman Berdj
Karapetian. “We invite the community to
watch the Telethon and make a donation
to support the cause.”

Proceeds from the Telethon will
benefit the Armenian American Museum
Groundbreaking Campaign. The City of
Glendale, home to one of the largest
Armenian diaspora communities, has
dedicated premier land for the project in
downtown Central Park. The Telethon
will kick-offa year of events, fundraisers,
and activities leading up to the highly
anticipated groundbreaking celebration.

The Armenian American Museum
will be the first world class cultural and
educational center of its kind in America.
The Museum program will feature a Per-
manent Armenian Exhibition, Traveling
Multicultural Exhibitions, Performing Arts
Theater, Learning Center, and more.

The community is invited to watch

the Telethon on Sunday, February 17,
2019 and make a donation today to
support the cause.

To donate by phone, call the Mu-
seum office toll-free at 1-800-655-9554.

To donate by mail, submit a check
donation payable to “Armenian Ameri-
can Museum” to 111 East Broadway,
Suite 207, Glendale, CA 91205.

To donate online, visit
www.GiveAAM.org to submit a secure
online credit card donation.

About the Armenian American
Museum

The Armenian American Museum
and Cultural Center of California is a
developing project in Glendale, CA with a
mission to promote understanding and
appreciation of America’s ethnic and cul-
tural diversity by sharing the Armenian
American experience. The Museum will
serve as a cultural campus that enriches
the community, educates the public on the
Armenian American story, and empowers
individuals to embrace cultural diversity
and speak out against prejudice.

The governance of the Museum is
entrusted to ten Armenian American cul-
tural, philanthropic, and religious non-
profitinstitutions including the Armenian
Catholic Eparchy, Armenian Cultural
Foundation, Armenian Evangelical Union
of North America, Armenian General
Benevolent Union Western District, Ar-
menian Missionary Association of
America, Armenian Relief Society West-
ern USA, Nor Or Charitable Foundation,
Nor Serount Cultural Association, West-
ern Diocese of the Armenian Church of
North America, and Western Prelacy of
the Armenian Apostolic Church.

took the stage. Concluding Part I of
the program was the newly established
AGBU Los Angeles Choir, conducted
by Maestro Gayane Baghdasaryan,
which left the audience in awe with
their impressive debut performance.
Part II of the program encom-
passed many of the popular songs by

Babajanyan including, Yerevani Sirun
Axchik, Kamurjner, Arachin Siro Yerk,
and others performed by Razmik
Mansourian, Emmy, Narek Makaryan,
Sargis Manukyan, and Ani Christy.
The concert closed with all of the
performers on stage performing the
famous song, Mer Sireli Yerevan.

MEMBER

Nationar NoTary ASSOCIATION
Norary PusLic

Garine Depoyan

626-755-4773
554 N. Chester Ave Pasadena, Ca. 91106
ghdepoyan@gmail.com
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VEM Quartet Inspires Through
Educational Outreach

By Taleen Babayan

PASADENA, CA—The VEM Quar-
tet of the University of California Los
Angeles, performed for students of the
AGBU Vatche & Tamar Manoukian High
School on Friday, January 11, 2019, in
an inspiring and educational program
under the guidance of artistic director
Professor Movses Pogossian.

The musical ensemble, comprised
ofall non-Armenian performers, played
a range of classical music by renowned
composers Aram Khatchatourian,
Gomidas Vartabed, and Edvard
Mirzoyan, including selections from
the Gayane Ballet (Dance of the Rose
Maidens and Lezginka) and Miniatures
for the String Quartet (Shogher Jan
and Gakavik).

In an effort to celebrate the culture
and influence of Armenian music, this
concert was part of VEM Quartet’s
outreach service to the greater commu-
nity. A graduate string quartet-in-resi-
dence at the prestigious UCLA Herb
Alpert School of Music, the VEM en-
semble is comprised of diverse and gifted
group members who offer quality music
to the public, including violinists Ji Eun
Hwang, Aiko Jimena Richter and Mor-
gan O’Shaughnessey as well as cellist
Jason Pegis and mezzo-soprano Danielle
Segin.

In her welcoming remarks, Dr.
Silva Karayan, Chair of the Board of
Trustees Education Committee of the
AGBU Vatche & Tamar Manoukian High
School, noted the “special and unique
occasion” of the VEM Quartet’s live
performance that brings to life the vi-
brancy of Armenian music.

“We are proud and delighted to
have the VEM Quartet perform for our
students,” said Dr. Karayan. “The beauty
of today’s program is that the perform-
ers, led by the award-winning Professor
Pogossian, are all young and talented
musicians of diverse backgrounds.”

Dr. Karayan emphasized the im-
portance of a “well-rounded education
for students” and the significance that
music plays in this endeavor. She ex-
pressed gratitude to “generous bene-
factors” Vatche & Tamar Manoukian,
who spearheaded the construction of
the Performing Arts Center, which
serves as a state-of-the-art venue for
Armenian cultural performances, such
as the VEM Quartet, to take place for
the student body in order to expand
their minds.

Introducing the afternoon’s pro-
gram, Professor Pogossian said that the
VEM Quartet is a “cultural extension”
and the performers “admire and cel-

ebrate Armenian culture.”

“Through our performances we
introduce Armenian music to different
ethnicities and we encourage them to
learn more about our culture,” said
Professor Pogossian, who has been
leading the Quartet since its inception
five years ago.

The 150 students, from grade 9-
12, listened intently during the hour-long
performance and closely followed the
program notes to learn the significance
of each piece.

“The students were so attentive,
captivated and inspired,” said Dr.
Karayan, who is planning a return per-
formance on campus for the VEM Quar-
tet. “It was wonderful for students to
experience quality entertainment and to
be empowered and challenged as they
saw in person non-Armenians appreciat-
ing and disseminating our culture.”

The VEM Quartet has a busy
schedule ahead in the coming months
as the group will embark in the Spring
on an East Coast tour of Boston,
Montreal and Detroit, and in June
they will perform for the second time
in Armenia. While in the homeland,
VEM Quartet will fuse musical con-
certs and education through orga-
nized symposiums and workshops
with UCLA’s Narekatsi Professor of
Armenian Studies Peter Cowe at the
American University of Armenia. Lo-
cally, the ensemble is preparing for
upcoming performances at Abril
Bookstore in Glendale, the Tekeyan
Cultural Association in Altadena and
the Hammer Museum in April to com-
memorate the anniversary of the Ar-
menian Genocide.

“This is an excellent program that
is growing,” said Pogossian in a post-
concert interview. “I’m glad that one of
the aspects is outreach so we can con-
nect with Armenian communities and
schools.”

He was impressed with how much
the students were engaged in the concert
as well as their “positive reaction to the
music.” While the group currently plays
classical music, Pogossian envisions that
the ensemble will further evolve into
Armenian folk, religious and pop music
genres.

Pogossian plans to return to the
AGBU Vatche & Tamar Manoukian
High School in order to do a more in-
depth presentation for students based
on the music of contemporary Los
Angeles based composer Artashes
Kartalyan, Chair of Lark Conservatory’s
Composition Department, who creates
music based on the poetry of Vahan
Tekeyan.

Fuller Center-Mission Trip
to Build Home in Armenia

SAINTPAUL, MN — Armenia —an
ancient homeland along the Old Spice
Route, a fabled Garden of Eden, the first
country to adopt Christianity — is an
emerging democracy in need of safe,
affordable housing. Through The Fuller
Center for Housing, you have the oppor-
tunity to participate in its Global Builders
program in Armenia to assist those who
still struggle from the devastating 1988
earthquake and strive to establish a free
economy.

Join a Global Builders team for 12
days and enjoy the richness of Armenia
and its generous people in a remarkable
way — by working side by side with
families to construct decent housing.
Travel Armenia’s historic roads to see
pre-Christian sites, 9th century churches,
green pastures, colorful marketplaces,
and dramatic mountain gorges. Learn
about Armenia’s captivating history and
culture first hand, while more impor-
tantly, helping a needy family achieve
their lifelong dream of a healthy home.
You will come away with more than you
give, with more than you ever hoped to
realize.

This year’s Armenia Global Build-
ers trip is scheduled for May 28 — June 10
in the lush northern regions of Vanadzor.

Experienced Global Builders Team
Leaders have traveled regularly to Arme-
nia to build homes since 2003. Cost for

this trip is $1500, not including airfare.

No construction experience is needed.

For more information, see http://

www.fullercenter.org/global-builders/.
HitH

Change the World One Home, One
Family, at a Time.

The Fuller Center for Housing-
Armenia (FCH-A) is a covenant partner
of The Fuller Center for Housing orga-
nization based in Americus, Georgia.
FCH-A is a nonprofit organization that
supports community development in Ar-
menia by assisting residents in building
and renovating simple, decent and af-
fordable homes. The Fuller Center for
Housing International is a nonprofit, ecu-
menical Christian housing ministry that
seeks to eliminate poverty housing and
homelessness from the world, and to
make decent shelter a matter of con-
science and action. It was established in
2005 by Millard and Linda Fuller, who
had founded Habitat for Humanity in
1976. Through volunteer labor and do-
nations of money and materials, The
Fuller Center builds and rehabilitates
simple, decent houses with the help of
the homeowner (partner) families. These
houses are sold to partner families at no
profit, financed with affordable, no-in-
terest loans. The homeowners’ monthly
mortgage payments are used to build still
more Fuller Center houses.

Armenian Specialists Deployed to Syria

Continued frompage 1

According to Defense Ministry,
the Republic of Armenia made a decision
to provide humanitarian assistance to the
Syrian people due to the harsh humani-
tarian conditions in Syria, especially in
Aleppo, following the heavy military op-
erations, and based on UN Security
Council’s Resolution 2393 of 2017 and
Resolution 2401 of 2018, as well as
based on written requests from Syria and
due to a large Armenian community in
Aleppo.

Issues related to accommodation
of the Armenian experts in Syria, as well
as those related to their status, tasks and
security have been agreed upon in accor-
dance with the Republic of Armenia
legislation.

The transportation of the Arme-
nian specialists to Syria, as well as their
security issues are carried out with
Russia’s assistance.

Armenia’s plans for such a deploy-
ment in Syria were first announced by

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan in Sep-
tember following his talks with Russian
President Vladimir Putin held in Mos-
cow.

The Armenian medics, sappers
and other servicemen tasked with pro-
tecting them were flown to Syria one
day after Defense Minister Tonoyan
began a fresh working visit to Moscow.
He met on Friday with Russia’s Defense
Minister Sergey Shoygu and Dmitry
Shugayev, the head of a Russian gov-
ernment agency overseeing arms deals
with foreign states.

Shoygu thanked Armenia for its
“humanitarian assistance” to Syria. “You
were the first to respond to our calls for
helping the Syrian people,” he told
Tonoyan.

For his part, Tonoyan was re-
ported to praise Russia’s role in the
“post-conflict reconstruction” of Syria.
“And I think that our participation in this
humanitarian operation is very impor-
tant,” he added, according to the Russian
Defense Ministry.
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