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Pashinyan Government Wins
Confidence Vote

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan lambasted
one of the two opposition parties rep-
resented in Armenia’s parliament as he
secured parliamentary approval of his
government’s five-year policy program
on Thursday.

In what amounted to a vote of
confidence, the National Assembly en-
dorsed the program by 88 votes to 40
after three days of heated debates which
involved bitter recriminations between
some opposition lawmakers and
Pashinyan.

The government’s action plan was
rejected by the deputies representing the
opposition Bright Armenia (LHK) and
Prosperous Armenia parties. Both par-
ties said that it lacks concrete socioeco-
nomic targets that would back up
Pashinyan’s repeated pledges to carry
out an “economic revolution.”

The LHK was particularly scathing
about the 70-page document. Its leader,
Edmon Marukian, said that an annual
economic growth rate of 5 percent prom-
ised by the government is too modest.

Marukian also claimed that the gov-
ernment is full of “second-tier players”
from former President Serzh Sarkisian’s
administration. “With those cadres it’s
impossible to do an economic revolu-

tion,” he said.

“My worry is that the majority of
the public has started losing faith in
their future,” said Mane Tandilyan,
another LHK leader who served as
labor minister in Pashinyan’s cabinet
until last December.

A furious Pashinyan rejected the
criticism in his final speech before the
parliament vote. He was especially in-
censed by parallels drawn by the LHK
between the current and previous Arme-
nian governments.

“Don’t you try again to put me and
them on the same plane,” he said. “Put
yourself and them on the same plane
because you were saying the same thing
in2018.”

Pashinyan recalled in this regard
that the LHK refused to back him and his
Civil Contract party when they started
campaigning in March 2018 against
Sarkisian’s attempt to cling to power. He
charged that Marukian’s party, which
holds 18 seats in the current parliament,
favored instead behind-the-scene deals
with Sarkisian and is now keen to white-
wash the latter’s legacy.

“They’re saying that there was no
revolution,” scoffed the premier. “Look
around you. If there was no revolution,
what are 18 of you doing here?”

Erdogan: French President Macron Should
Face Crimes Committed by His Country

ANKARA — Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Friday criti-
cized French President Emanuel Macron
for the recent plan to declare April 24 as
a national day to commemorate the Ar-
menian genocide, saying that he needs to
face the crimes committed throughout
the world by his country.

“I'told Macron that he is still new to
politics and that he should learn his
history,” Erdogan said, speaking on a
jointlive broadcaston AHaberand ANews
channels.

He went on to list all the countries
which France had colonized and where,
he said, massacres had taken place in-
cluding Algeria, Indochina and Rwanda.
Erdogan continued by saying that Tur-
key has no record of genocide in its

history.

He noted that French colonialists
were responsible in the establishment of
a center for the slave trade in Gabon.

Between 1872 and 1954, over
500,000 people were slaughtered by the
French in Vietnam, while thousands of
others were killed in Algeria between
1881 and 1884.

Erdogan noted that France used
numerous countries as colonies, exploit-
ing their wealth and resources, and tried
to change the religion and language of
these countries, such as Guinea, Benin,
Mauritania, Burkina Faso, Chad,
Cameroon, Djibouti, Algeriaand Rwanda.

French President Macron should
face crimes committed by his country,
Erdogan concluded.

Armenian American Museum Announces

GLENDALE — The Armenian
American  Museum announced
$8,138,986 at its inaugural Telethon, a
major milestone that puts the historic
project one step closer to its highly
anticipated groundbreaking celebration.

Thousands of community mem-
bers and supporters from across the
country and around the world tuned in
to the six-hour Telethon on February
17, 2019. The widely watched televi-
sion event featured informative video
segments and interviews with com-
munity leaders, organizations, and spe-
cial guests as well as check presenta-
tions by generous supporters.

“We are so grateful for the unprec-
edented outpouring of support from our
community for the Armenian American
Museum,” stated Museum Executive
Chairman Berdj Karapetian. “We are in-
spired by our community’s generous

contributions that will help us reach the
next major milestone for the project with
the groundbreaking celebration.”

The Telethon finale featured a $1
million joint check presentation by the
ten cultural, philanthropic, and religious
non-profit organizations who serve on
the Armenian American Museum Board
of Trustees. The Board of Trustees in-
clude representatives from the Armenian
Catholic Eparchy, Armenian Cultural
Foundation, Armenian Evangelical Union
of North America, Armenian General
Benevolent Union Western District, Ar-
menian Missionary Association of
America, Armenian Relief Society West-
ern USA, Nor Or Charitable Foundation,
Nor Serount Cultural Association, West-
ern Diocese of the Armenian Church of
North America, and Western Prelacy of

Continued onpage 2

Egypt President Implicitly Recognizes
Armenian Genocide

Shamse A mse

CAIRO (Egypttoday)— 18 Febru-
ary 2019: In his speech at the 2019
Munich Security Conference, President
Abdel Fatah al-Sisi stated that Egypt had
hosted Armenians following the geno-
cide against them 100 years ago by the
Turkish of the Ottoman Empire.

“In Egypt, we have 5 million refu-
gees [registered and unregistered], who
do not live in camps. They have been
treated as we dealt with Armenians [refu-
gees] 100 years ago, when Egypt hosted

them after the genocide,” Sisi said.

The Armenian genocide, or
known as the Armenian holocaust
(Meds Yeghern), is one of this world’s
miseries faced by a whole race. The
date April 24, 1915 when the massacre
conventionally started is still remem-
bered by millions of people. The mas-
sacre started with murdering and ar-
resting 235 to 270 Armenian intellectu-
als and leaders when they thought of
rebelling against the Turks.
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Nikol Pashinyan and Saad Hariri Discuss
Armenian-Lebanese Economic Ties

B By » i

YEREVAN—Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan had a telephone conversation
with Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Hariri.
Nikol Pashinyan congratulated Saadi
Hariri on the formation of a new govern-
ment in Lebanon and his appointment as
Prime Minister.

Nikol Pashinyan wished Saad
Hariri and his team all the best in their
important mission and expressed con-

viction that under Mr. Hariri’s leader-
ship, the new government will bring
development and economic progress to
the country.

The interlocutors stressed the need
for strengthening economic ties between
the two countries. An agreement was
reached to hold a meeting of the Arme-
nian-Lebanese intergovernmental com-
mission in April this year.

First Holiday Inn Express Hotel
Opens in Armenia

—n

YEREVAN — The first Holiday
Inn Express Hotel, part of international
IHG hotel chain, opened its doors in
Armenia’s capital Yerevan on Friday.

The investment program was
implemented by Ghukas Grigoryan,
Founder/President of Harmony Interna-
tional LLC. The construction lasted three
years. About ten million dollars were
invested, with 50 new jobs created.

The Holiday Inn Express has 130
rooms, a well-equipped conference room.
There are computers, comfortable seats,
chargers and high-speed Wi-Fi in the
lobby.

The opening ceremony was at-
tended by Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan

and Yerevan Mayor Hayk Marutyan .
They toured the premises to get ac-
quainted with the work done and the
amenities available in the hotel.

PM Pashinyan welcomed the
implementation of the investment pro-
gramand the initiative to build new hotels
in Armenia as a whole, which provide
tourists with high-quality services and
comfortable conditions.

In turn, Minister of Economic De-
velopment and Investments Tigran
Khachatryan said that the number of
tourists visiting Armenia reached 1.6
million in 2018, and added that the
government’s goal is to ensure 7-10%
annual growth in the area.

Armenian American Museum Announces

Continued frompage 1

the Armenian Apostolic Church.
Proceeds from the Telethon went
towards the Armenian American Mu-
seum Groundbreaking Campaign. The
campaign’s goal is to raise an estimated
$12 million by early 2020 to begin con-
struction on the project. The Museum
has raised $8.1 million through its cumu-
lative fundraising efforts and is approach-
ing the campaign’s fundraising goal.

The Telethon was hosted by
Arshalous Darbinyan, Artavazd Amiryan,
Svetlana Bosnoyan, and Manoug
Seraydarian. Major sponsors included
Vartan & Janet Barsoumian, Rafik &
Helly Khatchaturian, California Eye Cen-
ter Optometry Dr. Harout Khanjian, and
Keghon & Alexia Kevonian.

The campaign continues and the
community is invited to contribute to the
historic project. Donations can be made
by phone at 1-800-655-9554 or online.

February 23, 2019

Consul General Armen Baibourtian Meets
with California State Senate Leaders

SACRAMENTO — On February
14, Consul General of Armenia in Los
Angeles Dr. Armen Baibourtian paid a
working visit to the capital of California,
Sacramento, where he had a meeting
with Hon. Toni Atkins, President pro
Tempore of the California State Senate
and Hon. Anthony Portantino, Chair of
the Senate Appropriations Committee.
The discussion was focused on foster-
ing cooperation between Armenia and
California in all spheres, including eco-
nomic, high technologies, agriculture,
tourism, education and culture. The in-
terlocutors touched upon project con-
cepts for the Senate Select Committee on
California, Armenia and Artsakh Mutual
Trade, Art and Cultural Exchange. They
discussed the ways of enhancing multi-
dimensional bonds of cooperation be-
tween California and Armenia, including
in the realm of business. Senator An-
thony Portantino also chairs the Senate
Select Committee on California, Armenia
and Artsakh Mutual Trade, Art and Cul-
tural Exchange.

On the occasion of Consul General
Baibourtian’s visit to the Senate in Sacra-
mento, Senator Portantino introduced on
the same day a bill sanctioning establish-

ment of a California Trade Office in
Armenia. After undergoing all the re-
quired procedures and becoming a law,
it will become the first step to reestablish
a California Trade Office out of the US.
Atthe meeting, the Consul General kindly
asked for Senate President’s support for
the new bill on establishing a California
Trade Office in Armenia. He also ex-
pressed his profound appreciation in re-
gard to the stance of the California State
Assembly on the issues of vital impor-
tance for Armenia and the Armenian-
American community, such as the inter-
national recognition of Artsakh and the
condemnation of the Armenian Geno-
cide.

Toni Atkins is a Democrat having
been elected President of the Senate in
2018. Thus, she became the first woman
heading the California Senate.

Consul General Armen Baibourtian
will take part in the plenary session of the
California State Senate on February 15.
He will be introduced at the Senate Floor
Session by Hon. Scott Wilk, who is a
Republican Senator and serves as Vice
Chair of the Senate several committees,
including Rules, Education, Agriculture,
and Governmental Organization.

U.S. Unhappy with Armenian Troop
Deployment in Syria

WASHINGTON, DC — The
United States has voiced its disapproval
of Armenia’s decision to deploy non-
combat military personnel to Syria with
Russia’s support.

“We recognize the desire of other
nations to respond to the humanitar-
ian situation in Syria, and we share
the concerns about protecting reli-
gious minorities in the Middle East,”
the U.S. State Department said on
Wednesday. “However, we do not
support any engagement with Syrian
military forces, whether that engage-
ment is to provide assistance to civil-
ians or is military in nature.”

“Nor do we support any coopera-
tion between Armenia and Russia for this
mission. Russia has partnered with the
Assad regime to slaughter civilians and
trigger a humanitarian catastrophe.Russia
continues to protect the Assad regime and
its atrocities on a global stage,” it added in
a statement to Armenian media circulated
by the U.S. Embassy in Yerevan.

The Armenian Defense Ministry
sent 83 medics, demining experts and
other servicemen to Syria last Friday. It
said they will treat civilians and clear

landmines in and around the war-rav-
aged city of Aleppo.

The ministry emphasized the “hu-
manitarian” character of the mission
which it said had been requested by
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s gov-
ernment.

The deployment coincided with
talks held by Russian Defense Minister
Sergey Shoygu and his Armenian coun-
terpart Davit Tonoyan in Moscow.
Shoygu thanked Yerevan for its “hu-
manitarian assistance” to Syria.

Armenia’s plans for such a mission
were first announced by Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan in September in Mos-
cow following a meeting with Russian
President Vladimir Putin.

John Bolton, the U.S. national se-
curity adviser, discussed the issue with
Pashinyan and Tonoyan when he visited
Yerevan in October.

“The prime minister said this was
not going to be military assistance, it
would be purely humanitarian,” Bolton
said after the talks. “I think that’s impor-
tant. It would be a mistake for anybody
elsetoget involved militarily in the Syrian
conflict at the moment.”
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Turkey's Islamized Armenians - Do They Matter to You?
an Interview with Raffi Bedrosyan

By Anoush Melkonian, London

Do Turkey's Hidden or Islamized
Armenians matter to you? They do to
Rafti Bedrosyan, an intrepid Canadian-
Armenian, who spent over a decade
championing the rights of these little
known, and much misunderstood, Ar-
menians. His foray was chronicled in
several dozen articles which are now
included in a full length book, disclosing
details of his tumultuous journey. Con-
gratulations Mr. Bedrosyan on your new
book, Trauma and Resilience: Arme-
nians in Turkey - Hidden, Not Hidden and
No Longer Hidden.

Q. How did you embark on
your journey to discover Turkey's
Islamised Armenians?

A.Itwas Hrant Dink who triggered
my interest in the hidden Armenians. He
was obsessed with them, kept on saying:
'We always talk about the dead and the
gone after 1915, it is time to start talking
about the living and the remaining'. In
conversations with him, when I asked:
'How do you know they are hidden
Armenians?', his response really got to
me as he said: 'l know them from their
eyes, and they know that I know'. Then,
when I got involved with the reconstruc-
tion of the Diyarbakir Sourp Giragos
Church, I saw hundreds of hidden Ar-
menians with my own eyes, and I did
connect with them. I decided that the
existence of large numbers of hidden
Armenians is a reality which must be
shared with other Armenians in Armenia
and the Diaspora.

Q. Did you have any ethical
guidelines as when you started prob-
ing theissue of Islamised Armenians?

A. In my opinion, if someone has
an ethnic origin as Armenian, regardless
ofreligionas Christian, Moslem, agnos-
tic, or atheist, that person is Armenian.
People may choose or change their reli-
gion, but they have no choice to choose
their own ethnic origins, and if they have
decided to return to their original roots,
language and culture, noone has the right
to prevent it, or pass judgment against it.
I would, therefore, welcome those
Islamised Armenians who wished to re-
turnto their Armenian roots and identity,
regardless of their religion. We must
remember that these people aremaking a
conscious decision to come out as Ar-
menians, despite all the dangers and risks
oflosingtheir livelihood, facing discrimi-
nation and threats from their friends,
neighbours and even their own family
members.

Q. You have written around 50
articles on Turkey's Islamised Arme-
nians. What kind of feedback did you
get from your Armenian readers?

A. Many readers are surprised
when they find out about this new reality
of hidden Armenians. Their feedback is
mostly positive, and they are moved
reading the incredible survival stories or
the desire to return to Armenian roots,
but thereis also suspicion thatthe hidden
Armenians are not real Armenians, or
shouldnot beaccepted asreal Armenians
until and unless they renounce Islam and
convert to Christianity.

Q. What has been the reaction
of Turks to your work?

A. Apart from the normally nega-
tive reaction of the majority of Turks
who are conditioned by the denialist
version of state history, there were sur-

Dr. Mihran Agbabian Passes Away

LOS ANGELES — Dr. Mihran
Agbabian, long time community leader
and philanthropist, has passed away on
Wednesday February 13. He was 96
years old.

Born in Cyprus (1923), Dr.
Agbabian was raised in Aleppo, Syria,
and studied at the American University of
Beirut in Lebanon, where he received
two Bachelor’s degrees in Physics and
Engineering. He continued his education
in the U.S. earning his Master’s degree in
Engineering from the California Institute
of Technology and his Ph.D. in Civil
Engineering from the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley. Dr. Agbabian was an
electedmember ofthe U.S. National Acad-
emy of Engineering, and the National
Academy of Sciences of Armenia. He had
his consulting engineering firm, Agbabian
Associates, for 20 years before he joined
the faculty of USC as Chairman of the
Civil and Environmental Engineering De-
partment until his retirement.

Dr. Agababian was the recipient of
the Ellis Island Medal of Honor; the
Movses Khorenatsi Medal fromthe Presi-
dent of the Republic of Armenia for
exceptional achievement in educational
development; the Sahag-Mesrob Medal
from His Holiness Karekin I, Catholicos
and Supreme Patriarch of All Armenians;
the Saint Mesrob Medal from His Holi-
ness Aram I, Catholicos of the See of

Cilicia; and the Saint Vartan Medal from
His Holiness John Peter X VIII, Catholicos
of the Armenian Catholic Church.

Dr. and Mrs. Agbabian played a
critical role in establishing the American
University of Armenia (AUA). Created
afresh to western educational standards,
the institution is now considered one of
the best in the country. The Agbabian
family is also supportive of many
groundbreaking initiatives in California,
including the opening of the Republic of
Armenia’s Consulate General in Los An-
geles, and have long been guiding stew-
ards in the Armenian Evangelical Church.

Dr. Agbabian is survived by his
wife Elizabeth, three sons and four grand-
children.

prisingly large numbers of Turkish read-
ers who were thankful to hear about new
facts about Armenians, or hidden Arme-
nians, especially well known Turkish
artists, authors, architects or politicians
who turned out to be Armenians. I also
received many many confidential letters
from Turks who opened up to me to
reveal their hidden Armenian identities.

Q.How have you changed in the
course of your journey? Did you re-
examine some of your own thoughts?

A. My first contact with the hidden
Armenians was limited to the Diyarbakir
area, triggered by the Sourp Giragos
Church reconstruction. But soon after
the opening of the church, my first
concert there and a few articles that I
wrote related to these events, hundreds
of hidden Armenians started contacting
me from various other regions of Tur-
key. It was such a revelation to realize
that the hidden Armenians are spread
across east, southeast and northeast
Turkey in large numbers, as well as in
major cities in the west. I decided it was
not enough just to write about the hidden
Armenians, but we must plan to help the
ones who wish to return to their roots. |
started by helping organize Armenian
language classes in Diyarbakir, Dersim
and Istanbul. Then came the planning of
trips to Armenia, in cooperation with the
Armenian Ministryof Diaspora. As these
activities and my articles describing these
activities became well known, more and
more hidden Armenians from different
regions started 'comingout', establishing
contacts with me, but more importantly
with one another across Turkey. I de-
cided to formalize our activities by nam-
ing the initiative 'Project Rebirth', which
established a vast network of hidden
Armenians, providing interaction, com-
munication and support among the hid-
den Armenians.

Q. You have not been back to
Diyarbakir since the fighting in the
regionin2015. Do you have any plans
to go back soon?

A. Unfortunately, the clashes be-
tween the Turkish state and Kurdish
militants drastically affected the entire
population inthe east and southeast Tur-
key, including the hidden Armenians.
Thousands of buildings and entire
neighbourhoods were destroyed, several
buildings were seized and expropriated
by the Turkish state, including the
Diyarbakir Sourp Giragos Churchand all
the properties belonging to the Church
Foundation. The beautifully recon-
structed church was converted to mili-
tary headquarters for the state security
forces, resulting in much damage and
plunder of the church. Thankfully, the
Church Foundation officials were able to
overturn the expropriation legislation,
and we are hopeful that in the very near
future, the government will restart the
repair of the church at its expense. I am
not planning to go back to Turkey until
peace and democracy is restored.
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Q. What is the status of the city
now and its hidden and not-so-hidden
Armenians?

A. Diyarbakir is still a city under
siege. Certain neighbourhoods are no-
entry zones, including the area around
Sourp Giragos Church. The hidden and
not so hidden Armenians have suffered
along with the rest of the local popula-
tion. Some have lost their homes, others
havelosttheirjobs. Itisimpossible under
these circumstances to think of any Ar-
menian social activities, language classes
ortrips to Armenia, as people areback into
survival mode. Instead of organizing such
activities, Project Rebirthnow provides a
support mechanism arranging for reloca-
tions, contacts or legal help.

Q. Whatdo you hope to do next?

A. Although conditions are not
favourable at present, my hope is to be
able to restart our work with the hidden
Armenians, to help those who wish to
returntotheir Armenianroots, language,
culture, or in some cases, to Christianity.
I know many hidden Armenians also
havethe samehopes, as they still keep on
learning the Armenian languageonlinein
their homes, keep in touch with one
another across many regions of Turkey,
marry oneanother, give Armenian names
to their newborn, and travel overseas to
get baptized. I fully expect the Sourp
Giragos Churchto berepaired inthe near
future, where the hidden Armenians again
will gather for monthly breakfast meet-
ings, concerts, language classes, social
events, baptisms and weddings. I also
expect to resume our trips for the hidden
Armenians from various regions of Tur-
key to Armenia, bringing back hope for
dialogue between Turks and Armenians,
based on historic facts towards a peace-
ful future.

RaffiBedrosyan, Trauma and Re-
silience: Armenians in Turkey — Hid-
den,Not Hiddenand No Longer Hidden,
withintroductions by Fethiye Cetinand
Taner Ak¢am, London: Gomidas Insti-
tute, 2019, xx + 226 pages, maps, pho-
tos. ISBN 978-1-909382-46-6, paper-
back, Price: UK£20.00 / US$25.00 /
CANS$35.00. For more information, see
www.gomidas.org. To order, just send
your request with your mailing address
tobooks@gomidas.org.
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“Talat Pasha’s Killing Orders and Denial of
the Armenian Genocide”.
A Lecture by Prof. Taner Ak¢am

LOS ANGELES (Shoah Founda-
tion) — USC Shoah Foundation Center
for Advanced Genocide Research and
the USC Dornsife Institute of Armenian
Studies to present a lecture by Professor
Taner Ak¢amtitled “Talat Pasha’s Killing
Orders and Denial of the Armenian Geno-
cide” on Friday, March 22, 2019 at
12:00pm

A unique feature of the Armenian
Genocide has been the long-standing
efforts of successive Turkish govern-
ments to deny its historicity and to hide
the documentary evidence surrounding
it. Denialists have claimed that there was
no central decision taken by Ottoman
authorities to exterminatethe Armenians
and that all available documents that
indicate otherwise are either fake or were
doctored by Armenians. In this lecture,
Professor Taner Ak¢am (Clark Univer-
sity) will explore how his latest research
provides a major clarification of the of-
ten-blurred lines between facts and truth
with regard to these events. Akcam both
brings to light documents either hidden
or destroyed by the Turkish government
that contain the killing orders, and dem-
onstrates the authenticity of these or-

ders, which had been signed by Ottoman
Interior Minister Talat Pasha. He will
introduce this new evidence and the
online archive he has developed to pro-
vide the public access to these docu-
ments.

Taner Akgam holds the Kaloosdian
& Mugar Chair of Armenian Genocide
Studies at Clark University. Ak¢am is
widely recognized as one of the first
Turkish scholars to write extensively on
the Ottoman-Turkish Genocide of the
Armenians in the early 20th century. He
is the author of more than ten scholarly
works as well as numerous articles in
Turkish, German, and English on the
Armenian Genocide and Turkish nation-
alism. His most known books, A Shame-
ful Act: The Armenian Genocide and
the Question of Turkish Responsibility
(Metropolitan Books, 2006) and Young
Turks’ Crime Against Humanity: The
Armenian Genocide and Ethnic Cleans-
ing in the Ottoman Empire (Princeton
University Press, 2012) have received
several awards. Ak¢am’s latest book is
KillingOrders: Talat Pasha’s Telegrams
and the Armenian Genocide (Palgrave
2018).

AMAA and Lark Present “Promise of Hope”
a German Requiem by Johannes Brahms

The Armenian Missionary
Association of America

ﬂ’f.-
Lark Musical Society Presents
"PROMISE OF HOPE"

A Concert with the Works of Johannes Brahms

By Joyce Abdulian

LOS ANGELES - On Saturday,
March 2, 2019, at 7:00 PM, The LARK
Musical Society, under the auspices of
the Armenian Missionary Association of
America(AMAA), will present “Promise
of Hope” — A Concert with the three
works of Johannes Brahms. In its now
traditional annual Easter production, the
AMAA and LARK Musical Society with
this Concert are pleased to present three
masterpieces of Brahms: Schicksalslied

(Song of Fate); Alto Rhapsody and A
German Requiem.

Johannes Brahms is widely con-
sidered one of the 19th Century’s great-
est composers, and one of the leading
musicians of the Romantic Era. Brahms
completed “A German Requiem”in 1868.
The composition is based on Biblical
texts, and often cited as one of the most
important pieces of choral music created
in the 19th century.

Conductor, Maestro Vatsche
Barsoumianwill lead the distinguished

Dr. Ara Sanjian to Speak on “Armenia’s Road
to and Since the ‘Velvet Revolution’”

FRESNO -- Dr. Ara Sanjian, Di-
rector of the Armenian Research Center
atthe University of Michigan, Dearborn,
will give a presentation on “Armenia’s
Road to and Since the ‘Velvet Revolu-
tion’” at 7:30PM on Thursday, March 7,
2019, inthe University Business Center,
Alice Peters Auditorium, Room 191 on
the Fresno State campus.

Inhis presentation, Dr. Sanjian will
give a brief review of the long-term and
more immediate causes which led to the
success of the so called “Velvet Revolu-
tion” in Armenia in April-May last year.
He will then describe the rise of Nikol
Pashinyan from a young and controver-
sial journalist in themid-1990s to a poli-
tician with immense power and even a
cultfigurein2018. Thereafter, Dr. Sanjian
will analyze the group profile of the new
and youngpolitical elite,assembled around
Pashinyan, which now controls both the
executive and legislative branches of
government in Armenia. Finally, he will
listthe major challenges of the Pashinyan
administration in domestic and foreign
policy and portray the basic features of
this administration’s actual and potential
critics in the Armenian world.

Dr. Ara Sanjian is Associate Pro-
fessor of Armenian and Modern Middle
Eastern History and Director of the Ar-
menian Research Center at the Univer-
sity of Michigan-Dearborn. He com-
pleted his PhD in modern history of the
Middle East at the School of Oriental and
African Studies, the University of Lon-
don. From 1996 to 2005 he was the
Chairman of the Department of Arme-
nian Studies, History and Political Sci-
enceat Haigazian University in Beirut. In
Fall2003, hewasthe Henry S. Khanzadian
Kazan Visiting Professor in Armenian

Studies at California State University,
Fresno.

Dr. Sanjianjoined the University of
Michigan-Dearbornin January2006. His
research interests focus on the post-
World War Lhistory of Armenia, Turkey
and the Arab states of Western Asia. He
is the author of Turkey and Her Arab
Neighbors, 1953-1958: A Study in the
Origins and Failure of the Baghdad Pact
(2001), as well as two monographs and
a number of scholarly articles and book
chapters, published in English, Arme-
nian, Russian and French.

The lecture is free and open to the
public. Parking is available in Fresno
State Lots P6 and P5, near the University
Business Center, Fresno State. A free
parking code canbe obtained by contact-
ing the Armenian Studies Program.

For more information about the
lecture please contact the Armenian Stud-
ies Programat278-2669, visit our website
at www.fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies
or visit our Facebook page at
@ArmenianStudiesFresnoState.

performers: Susanne Waters, Soprano;
Garineh Avakian, Mezzo-Soprano; Ed-
ward Levy, Baritone; and LARK
Mastersingers accompanied by the
LARK Orchestra. A pre-concert lec-
ture by Doris Melkoinian will be at
6:00 PM.

Inspired by the Brahms master-
pieces, Maestro Vatsche Barsoumian
shares his personal ethos: “As brass
hits brass and fire engulfs fire in the
Middle East, and as man’s inhumanity
to man once again unfolds in abun-
dance, we are again reminded of how
trivial is all earthly glory, and how
pitiful is man in his pursuit of withering
earthlypleasures” All flesh is like grass
andallits glory like the flower of grass.
The grass withers, and the flower falls,
but the Word of the Lord abides for-
ever. I Peter 1:24-25

“No production of this magnitude
could solely be sustained by the sale of
tickets. This program is realized by the
loving and generous support of our ha-
bitual supporters who value the treasure
of sacred music and to whom we simply
say Thank You.”

Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, President
ofthe AMAA, shares: “Two eventsin the
life of Johannes Brahms influenced him
deeply and may have provided the moti-
vation for him to write the ‘German
Requiem’. These two events were the
death of Robert Schuman, a close friend
of Brahms, and the death of Brahms’s

mother a few years later.

“The ‘German’ requiem is differ-
ent fromthe ‘Latin’ requiem in the sense
that it is not a mass and as such does
not serve as part of the liturgy in any
church. The ‘German’ requiem is not
a prayer for the dead, it is written for
theliving, to console, comfort and give
hope of what we can expect in the
afterlife. The text is based on scripture
and each movement ends on a mood of
optimism—the promise of eternal life
that is the anchor of our faith in the
living Lord, Jesus Christ.”

The Lark/AMAA joint Concert
Committee gratefully dedicates this per-
formance to all who have lived and
witnessed the faith that so magnificently
transforms their being.

We thank all who support these
yearly events with the AMAA, and who
show interest in our activities which
striveto bring works of great valueto our
audiences.

Thebeautiful Ambassador Audito-
rium, at 131 St. John Avenue, Pasadena,
California, with its elegant theater and
ample parking, will enhance the experi-
ence of the evening’s inspiring perfor-
mance. Ticket pricesare: $100,$70, $35
and student price $15.

For information please call: Lark
Musical Society (818) 500 -9997.

The AMAAwill dedicatethe“Prom-
ise of Hope” Concert to the memory of
the late Dr. Mihran Agbabian.
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Friday, February 22, 2019
Starting 8§ PM
Food, drinks and excitement

1060 N. Allen Ave., Pasadena CA 91104
See you all there
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The Consulate General of the Republic of Armenia in Los Angeles
cordially invites you to:

Community Town Hall with the Chairman of the
Committee of Diaspora, Science, Education,
Culture, Youth and Sports of the National
Assembly of the Republic of Armenia

Honorable Mr. Mkhitar Hayrapetyan

Monday, February 25th
Armenian Society of Los Angeles
7:00 p.m.

177 S Louise St. Glendale, CA

Sponsors: The Armenian Society of Los Angeles & Melkonian Global Overture
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Yes, I wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 * $100,00 (first class) for USA
$ 125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.
$ 250,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.
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Nick Karasarkisian
Broker - CalBRE # 01022153

2275 Huntington Dr., #117
San Marino, CA 91108

Phone: 213.706.9990

e-mail: nickkarasarkisian@gmail.com

www.legacyrealtyca.com
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HOUSE FOR RENT

3 bedroom 2 bath in Pasadena nice neighborhood© Every-
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Mark Your Calender

March 24 —Book presentation by Adrienne G. Alexanian, editor of
her father’s memoir " Forced into Genocide: Memoirs ofan Armenian
Soldier in the Ottoman Turkish Army"

Sunday—2:30 p.m. MuseumofTolerance

Co-sponsored by AGBU, AIWA, NAASR, AAA
9786 Pico Blvd. Los Angeles, CA. 90035

Book sale/signing will follow presentation

sk sk ok skeook kosk

March 28 —Book presentation by Adrienne G. Alexanian, editor of
her father’s memoir "Forced into Genocide: Memoirs of an Armenian
Soldier in the Ottoman Turkish Army"

Thursday—7:00p.m. Glendale Downtown Central Library

* With support from the ANCA

222 East Harvard Street Glendale, CA. 91205

Book sale/signing before and after the presentation

VA Print Media

Book Printing « Hard Covers « Year Books
Restoration of Old Books & Bibles
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Vahe Atchabahian
1743 E. Elizabeth St. « Pasadena, CA 91104

Tel: 626-793-6220 e« Cell: 626-354-5924

vamedia@yahoo.com = www.vaprintmedia.com
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