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Defense Minister David Tonoyan:
If Hostilities Resume Armenian Armed
Forces Will Go on the Offensive

YEREVAN -- Armenian armed
forces will go into the offensive if hostili-
ties in Nagorno-Karabakh resume, de-
fense minister David Tonoyan said in a
televised interview.

“Psychology is changing; ap-
proaches are changing; defending
armies are always defeated. We are not
going to remain in defensive positions,”
the minister said yesterday in an inter-
view with the Public Television of
Armenia.

He said if there is a threat that
hostilities will resume, Armenian armed
forces will not linger. When asked if that
means that the Armenian army will also
go on the offensive, Tonoyan replied,
“Why not?”

The minister agreed that Armenia
has no opportunity to compete with
Azerbaijan in terms of demography and
economy; therefore, qualitative changes
in the armed forces are necessary. He
said the $100 million loan provided by
Russia for purchase of arms allows Ar-

menian armed forces to solve the prob-
lems without getting involved in a quan-
titative arms race.

Asked to comment on Tonoyan’s
statement, Taron Hovhannisyan, an
expert on Azerbaijan, said Tonoyan in
all likelihood had in mind preventive
offensive actions, given the aggres-
sive and unconstructive policy pur-
sued by Azerbaijan that gives the Ar-
menian side the right to take preven-
tive actions.

According to the expert, preven-
tive offensive actions do not always
mean conducting hostilities in the
enemy’s territory. "This also means sup-
pression of the enemy’s main firing points
with the help of long-range artillery sys-
tems," said Hovhannisyan.

He agreed that Armenia cannot
compete with Azerbaijan in demographic
and economic aspects; therefore, with-
out a preemptive strike it will be more
difficult to defend oneself in case of an
attack

Armenia to Mark 11th Anniversary of March
2008 Victims with a Powerful Civil March

- NXrUAN,OLG P

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan has called on all Armenians to
mark the 11th anniversary of the deadly
repression of the 2008 postelection pro-
tests with "a powerful civil march" in
Yerevan.

Pashinyan said in his live video
statement on Facebook on February 21
that the March 1 event will be held in
downtown Yerevan and will be dedi-
cated to "the victory of the Armenian
Citizen."

"The march will be against vio-
lence, electoral fraud, corruption, law-
lessness, and will prove that the victory
of the Armenian citizen is irreversible....
We will honor the 10 people killed on
March 1, 2008, as well as all the victims
of political violence," Pashinyan said.

The march is scheduled to start at
6:30 p.m. local time, Pashinian said.

OnMarch 1-2,2008, the Armenian
government used force against opposi-
tion protesters who were challenging the
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official results of a presidential poll offi-
cially won by Serzh Sarkisian, a close
ally of the outgoing president, Robert
Kocharian.

Eight protesters and two police
officers were killed in clashes between
security forces and protesters.

The former Armenian authorities
accused the Ter-Petrosian-led opposi-
tion of organizing the “mass disturbances”
in a bid to seize power. Dozens of Ter-
Petrosian allies, including Pashinyan,
were subsequently jailed on charges
strongly denied by them.

Pashinyan became prime minister
last year following peaceful protests that
he spearheaded, ousting Sarkisian and
severely weakening the establishment
that had been in place in Armenia since
Kocharian's rule.

Kocharian is currently under ar-
rest. He was charged with illegally order-
ing security forces to use force against
opposition supporters in 2008.

Putin, Pashinyan Discuss Bilateral
Relations and Regional Issues
During a Phone Conversation

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Russian
President Vladimir Putin and Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan dis-
cussed bilateral relations and regional
security during a telephone conversa-
tion on Monday.

The Kremlin reported that the two
leaders spoke about the “development
of Russian-Armenian cooperation as

well as regional problems.” It did not
elaborate.

Pashinyan’s press office also gave
no details ina virtually identical statement
on the phone call. “The interlocutors
discussed various issues on the agenda of
Russian-Armenianalliedrelations,” it said.

Continued onpage 2

Lynne M. Tracy Sworn in as

WASHINGTON, DC -- Lynne M.
Tracy was officially sworn in this week
to serve as the Ambassador Extraordi-
nary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the Republic of
Armenia. She is expected to arrive in
Yerevan next week.

Lynne M. Tracy is a career mem-
ber of the Senior Foreign Service and
presently serves as the Senior Adviser
for Russia in the Bureau of European and
Eurasian Affairs at the Department of
State. She has served in this position
since 2017.

From 2014 to 2017 Ms. Tracy
served as the Deputy Chief of Mission at
Embassy Moscow, Russia. She served
as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Cen-
tral Asia in the Bureau of South and
Central Asian Affairs from2012t02014,
and as Director for Central Asia at the
National Security Council from 2011 to
2012. Other overseas assignments in-
clude Deputy Chief of Mission in Em-

US Ambassador in Armenia

R

bassy Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, Princi-
pal Officer in Peshawar, Pakistan, Prin-
cipal Officer in Astana, Kazakhstan, Po-
litical Officer in Kabul, Afghanistan,
Consular Officer in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan,
and Political/Consular Officer in
Peshawar, Pakistan. Domestic assign-
ments include Desk Officer for
Kazakhstan and for Georgia in the Bu-
reau of European and Eurasian Affairs,
and Staff Assistant for the Special Envoy
for the Newly-Independent States at the
Department of State.

Ms. Tracyreceived a Distinguished
Honor Award in 2017 for her perfor-
mance as Deputy Chief of Mission in
Moscow, and the Secretary’s Award for
Heroism in 2009 for her performance as
Principal Officer in Peshawar. She
speaks Russian. Ms. Tracy graduated
from the University of Georgia with a
B.A. in Soviet Studies in 1986. She
graduated from the University of Akron,
Ohio with a J.D. in 1994,
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Another Armenian Church Vandalized
with Hate Graffiti in Turkey

ISTANBUL -- Another Armenian
church in Istanbul, Turkey, has been
vandalized with anti-Armenian graffiti,
the Armenian Patriarchate of
Constantinople said on Facebook.

Unknown perpetrators have spray
painted hate graffitiin Englishand Arabic
on the exterior wall of the Surp
Hreshdagabet Armenian Church in the
neighborhood of Balat.

Thelocal council members reported
Archbishop Aram Ateshian on the case
of vandalism. The council also informed
the security authorities on the incident.

This is not the first incident, in
which Armenian institutions have been
the target of graffiti and vandalism in

Istanbul in recent years.

Recently, the walls of the Arme-
nian Surb Astvatsatsin Church in
Istanbul’s Zeinlink district were vandal-
ized with hate graffiti.

In April 2018 photos of graffiti
reading “This homeland is ours” spray-
painted on the exterior wall of the Arme-
nian Surp Takavor Church and a pile of
trash dumped in front of the church’s
door began circulating on social media
and various Turkish news outlets.

In 2016, the exterior walls of the
Bomonti Mkhitarian Armenian School of
Istanbul were vandalized with anti-Ar-
menian graffiti reading “One night, we
suddenly will be in Karabakh."

Armenia’s Economic Activity Index
Grows 6,1% in January
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YEREVAN (Armenpress) —
Armenia’s economic activity index grew
6,1 % in January 2019 against the previ-
ous year’s same month, according to the
national statistical committee.

Construction growth was 22,1%.
Electric-energy production dropped
26,3%, while service volume (excluding
trade) grew 15,6%.

Consumer price index increased
0,6%, while the industrial product price
index dropped 2,6%.

Trade turnover grew 19,3%.
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The industrial output volume is
0,4% lower against the 2018 January
indicator.

The average monthly nominal wage
grew 4,1% (172,198 AMD). The aver-
age monthly nominal wage in the public
sector grew 6,5%, amounting 149,399
AMD. In the private sector, it grew
1,8%, totaling 184,646 AMD.

Foreign trade turnover volumes
dropped 7,6% in the reporting period
(15,8% drop in exports and 3,3% drop in
imports).

Putin, Pashinyan Discuss

Continued frompage 1

Putin and Pashinyan most recently
met in Moscow on December 27. The
talks focused, among other things, on a
new price of Russian natural gas deliv-

ered to Armenia.

The two men held further discus-
sions on the issue by phone in the follow-
ing days. Russia’s Gazprom giant an-
nounced a 10 percent rise in its gas price
for Armenia on December 31.

Armenia, Georgia Sign Strategic Military
Cooperation Program for 2019

YEREVAN -- Armenia and Geor-
gia have signed a strategic cooperation
program for 2019, Armenian Defense
Minister Davit Tonoyan said Thursday at
a joint news conference with his Geor-
gian counterpart Levan Izoria.

During their meeting the ministers
discussed Armenian-Georgian relation-
ships, international and regional security
issues, as well as bilateral cooperation in
defence sector between the two coun-
tries. Based on the results of the meeting,
the heads of military establishments of
the two nations signed “Bilateral Coop-
eration Plan between the Ministry of
Defence of the Republic of Armenian
and the Ministry of Defence of Georgia
for the year 2019”.

The outcomes of discussions were
summarized in official statements by
Davit Tonoyan and Levan Izoria, which
signified importance of millennia-long
friendly relations between the two peoples
and the need for enhancing bilateral co-
operation in defence realm. Both minis-
ters valued exchange of experience and
best practices between Armenia and
Georgia in the spheres of military educa-

tion, military medicine, professional Non-
Commissioned Officer system, human
rights and integrity building, as well as
continued reciprocation of high-profile
Vvisits.

Touching upon the contribution of
the two countries to international secu-
rity missions, minister Izoria expressed
hope that Armenian and Georgian units
will continue joint participation in exer-
cises held in multilateral formats. Minis-
ter Tonoyan, for his part noted that
Armenia and Georgia are of crucial sig-
nificance for each other in security,
political, economic, and cultural domains,
to name but a few, assuring that the two
nations have mutual understanding of,
and respect for one another’s prefer-
ences and solutions they have come up
with for protection of national security.

During the visit the delegation of
Minister of Defence of Georgia visited
“Tsitsernakaberd” Memorial and paid
tribute of respect to the memory of
canonized martyrs of Armenian Geno-
cide. Levan Izoria’s delegation then vis-
ited Mesrop Mashtots Research Institute
of Ancient Manuscripts.

EU Envoy Sees ‘Serious Progress’ In
Armenian Anti-Graft Fight

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s current
government has made “serious progress”
in combatting corruption in the country
but should not “rest on its laurels,” a
senior European Union diplomat said on
Tuesday.

Piotr Switalski, the head of the EU
Delegation in Yerevan, admitted that the
reform-minded government is serious
about its repeated pledges to eliminate
corrupt practices.

“But political will, being the sine
quanonelement, is notenough,” Switalski
cautioned at a news conference. “You
also need other elements such as institu-
tions, laws and a social culture or envi-
ronment.”

“Regarding the institutions, we
can see that the government wants to
create a new, independent anti-corrup-
tion agency that will have wide-rang-
ing powers,” he said. He also praised
the government’s plans to enact anti-
graft laws.

Switalski added that the EU stands
ready to “help” the authorities in what
he hopes will be a sustained and “long”
campaign against corruption. “Don’t
rest on your laurels because the way
[forward] is long,” he said, appealing
to them.

The number of high-profile cor-
ruption investigations launched by Ar-
menian law-enforcement authorities has
risen significantly sincelastspring’s “vel-
vet revolution.” They have targeted
former senior officials as well as former
President Serzh Sarkisian’s relatives.

Speaking in the parliament on
February 12, Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan declared that his adminis-
tration has already “broken the spine of
systemic corruption in Armenia.”
Pashinian said it will now focus on
putting in place “institutional” safe-
guards against the problem. In particu-
lar, he said, it will make information
about the personal assets of individuals
holding or aspiring to state posts easily
accessible to the public.

Switalski made clear that the EU is
also encouraged by other reforms initi-
ated by Pashinyan’s government and will
reward them with greater financial assis-
tance already this year. He cited state-
ments to that effect made by Johannes
Hahn, the EU commissioner for Euro-
pean neighborhood and enlargement ne-
gotiations.

Hahn hailed democratic change in
Armenia when he visited Yerevan and
met with Pashinyan late last month.
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Tigran Mansurian: A Symposium and
Concert Celebrating his 80th Anniversary

This major milestone in the life and
creative engagement of Armenia’s fore-
most living composer is an occasion
both for reflection on the musical path he
has traversed as well as to revisit select
works from his hauntingly diverse reper-
toire in performance at a day-long event
at UCLA’s Schoenberg Hall on March 6.

BorninBeirut, Lebanon, Mansurian
resettled in Armenia with his family after
World War II, where he began to study
music, soon distinguishing himself as a
representative of the avant-garde con-
stellation of Soviet composers that in-
cluded Arvo Pért, Alfred Schnittke, and
Valentin Silvestrov. Thatgeneration boldly
experimented with styles emanating from
Western Europe, before branching out to
develop the individual approaches that
characterize their mature work.
Mansurian’s complex evolutionary path
thus becomes the subject of two round
table discussions by musicologists, ex-
ploring first the vertical dimension of his
affinities with the musical trajectory of
his homeland, while at the same time
situating his compositions horizontally
within the broad spectrum of musical
exchange between East and West in the
modern and contemporary world. Pre-
senters comprise Artur Avanesov
(American University of Armenia,
Yerevan), Elena Dubinets (Artistic Ad-
ministrator of Seattle Symphony), Lisa
Cooper Vest (University of Southern

California), Vatsche Barsoumian (Direc-
tor of Lark Musical Society, Glendale),
together with A.J. Racy (UCLA) and [an
Krouse (UCLA) in a conversation mod-
erated by S. Peter Cowe (UCLA).

The Gala Concert to follow opens
with a videoed message of congratula-
tions by the President of the Armenian
Republic and welcoming remarks by the
Armenian Consul General in Los Ange-
les. The program embraces several of
Mansurian’s masterpieces, including the
US Premiere of his acclaimed String
Quintet, intercalated with compositions
by his close friends Pért, Schnittke, and
Silvestrov. Featured guest artists include
Principal Clarinetist of the Los Angeles
Philharmonic and UCLA faculty Boris
Allakhverdyan, Artur Avanesov (piano),
VEM String Quartet, Danielle Segen
(mezzo-soprano), Antonio Lysy (cello),
Varty Manouelian (violin), Movses
Pogossian (violin), Miroslava Khomik
(violin), Tiffany Wee (violin), James
Lent (piano), Michael Kaufman (cello),
James Bass, and the Seraphic Fire/UCLA
Ensemble Artists.

The symposium will take place in
the Popper Theater (2-5:30 p.m.), while
the concert will be held in the adjacent
Schoenberg Concert Hall, beginning at 8
p.m. The program is FREE and open to
the public. Refreshments will be served.
Self-service parkingis availableat UCLA’s
Parking Structure #2.

Towards Universal Health Coverage:
Introduction of Social Health Insurance in
Armenia

YEREVAN,
Armenia—On Febru-
ary 13, 2019, the
Turpanjian School of
Public Health (SPH)
ofthe American Uni-
versity of Armenia
(AUA) organized a
panel discussion with
experts about how
Armenia could imple-
ment social health in-
surance in the com-
ing years. The members of the expert
panel included Arsen Torosyan, Minister
of Health of the Republic of Armenia;
EgorZaitsev, World Health Organization
(WHO) Representative in Armenia; Saro
Tsaturyan, World Bank expert; Samvel
Kharazyan, Asian Development Bank
expert; and Arsen Davtyan, Deputy Min-
ister of Health. SPH Dean Dr. Varduhi
Petrosyan moderated the discussion.

Currently, the share of total health
expenditure coming from public sources
is extremely low in Armenia (around
15%) — the last place in the WHO Euro-
pean Region. This number suggests the
urgent need to allot more public re-
sources for protecting citizens from fi-
nancial risks associated with obtaining
health care services.

The invited experts shared their
opinion on how Armenia could aspire to
institute universal health coverage using
social health insurance as a tool for
reaching this goal. Universal health cov-
erage refers not only to who is covered
and what services they would receive,
but also to the financial burden on citi-

zens. The experts emphasized the impor-
tance of improving the efficiency of the
health system given the scarcity of re-
sources and the value of social solidarity.

The audience included public health
and medical professionals, students, fac-
ulty, researchers, representatives of pri-
vate health insurance companies and the
Central Bank of Armenia. The attendees
shared their opinions on the topic of
discussion and asked questions to the
panel members. The discussion was very
interesting, sometimes heated, and con-
tinued for about two and a half hours.

Dr. Petrosyan concluded the event
with a quote from a world-known health
economist Joseph Kutzin and colleagues’
publication on lessons learned from suc-
cessful health financing reforms: “What
appears to matter most is whether the
reforms explicitly address and resolve
pre-existing forms of fragmentation and
avoid creating new forms.”

The panel discussion was broad-
casted live on the SPH Facebook page.
The video of the discussion is available
here.
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80th Anniversary Celebration
TIGRAN
SYMPOSIUM

g CONCERT

Schoenberg Hall, UCLA

Free Admission

Symposium:
"East and West: Search for Meeting Point"

2:00pm - 5:30pm March 6th,
Jan Popper Theater, UCLA

TIGRAN-MANSURTIAN

' Armenia's foremost living composer's 80th anniversary is
celebrated with a symposium.
Featured speakers: Composer/pianist Artur Avanesov
SArjnema) Vice President of Artistic Planning for the
inphony, Elena Dubinets; Director of Lark
ety,Vatsche Barsoumian, musicologist Lisa
SC), and UCLA faculry lan Krouse, A. J.

GALA CONCERIL

8:00pm March 6th, Schoenberg Hall

Featuring Mansurian's masterworks, including a US
Premiere of a major chamber work, along with
music of his close friends
Arvo Part, Alfred Schnittke, and Valentin
Silvestrov.
Guest artists: Principal Clarinetist of the LA
Philharmenic and UCLA faculty
Boris Allakhverdyan,
Artur Avanesov (plano),
VEM String Quartet,
Danielle Segen (mezzo-soprano),
Antonio Lysy (cello),
“Varty Manouelian (violin),
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Armenia’s Transition: Challenges and
Opportunities for a Quantum Leap

GLENDALE -- Armenian Engineers
and Scientisats of America (AESA) will
present a lecture by Consul General of
Republic of Armenia in Los Angeles
ArmenBaibourtiantitled Armenia’s Tran-
sition: Challenges and Opportunities for
a Quantum Leap on March 7, 2019, 7:30
PM at the Armenian Society of Los
Angeles, 117 South Louise Street, Glen-
dale, CA 91205

The ramifications of the recent
political transformation in Armenia will
be discussed covering its entire spec-
trum. Against the background of emerged
multiple challenges, the ways to address
those will be outlined. Avenues for achiev-
ing an accelerated progress and qualita-
tive leap in the political, social, eco-
nomic, and socio-cultural realms are
going to be highlighted, simultaneously
assessing their feasibility.

Dr. Armen Baibourtian holds the
position of Consul General of Armenia in
Los Angeles since September 2018. He is
a career diplomat and a scholar. He was
Professor of Political Science at Univer-
sity of Massachusetts Amherst for five
years (2014-2018). He worked earlier as
Senior Adviser to the United Nations
Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resi-
dent Representative in Armenia (2008-
2013). In this capacity, he contributed to
coordination of the work of twelve UN
agencies on the country scale. He also
taught at the EU founded Center for
European Studies at Yerevan State Uni-
versity for five years (2009-2013).

Ambassador Baibourtian served
twice as the Armenian Deputy Foreign
Minister (1997-2000 and 2004-2008),

simultaneously being the Chief Negotia-
tor with the European Union. Along with
the U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State, he co-chaired the U.S.-Armenia
Security Dialogue. He also co-chaired
bilateral Intergovernmental Commissions
on Trade, Economic, Technological,
Cultural, and Educational Cooperation
with India and China. Ambassador
Baibourtian had numerous top diplomatic
assignments worldwide, including am-
bassadorship in India and, concurrently,
Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Indonesia (2000-
2004). He was also the Deputy Perma-
nent Representative to the UN in New
York (1993-1995) dealing with interna-
tional peace and security issues at the UN
Headquarters. He proudly holds the title
of the first Armenian Consul General in
Los Angeles (1995-1997).

Prof. Baibourtian holds two PhDs
- inInternational Studies from Jawaharlal
Nehru University (2010) and Modern
World History from Yerevan State Uni-
versity (1990).

AMAA Child and Orphan Care Committee
Luncheon and Fashion Show

The AMAA Child and Orphan
Care Luncheon and Fashion Show is
going to be absolutely fabulous this
year! Once again, it will be at the
world renowned Beverly Hills Hotel on
Saturday, March 23 at 11:00 a.m.
This year’s event proceeds will benefit
child and orphan care programs in
Armenia and Karabagh.

The fashion show will feature fash-
ions from Bloomingdale’s for our chil-
dren models and haute couture dresses
by our visiting Armenian designer Closh
from Istanbul for our older models
(www.closhbutik.com). This year’s
show is going to be spectacular, filled
with surprises and our beautiful models
and handsome young gentlemen, who
are excited and ready to walk the runway
to our guests’ delight.

If you have a child model who
would like to join the fashion show for
Bloomingdale’s fashions, please con-
tact us immediately The luncheon chairs,
Sandra Kalemkiarian, Gina Felikian and
Diane Cabraloff are working away fe-
verishly to make this luncheon a huge
success and would be honored to have
your child model this year’s incredible
fashions!

The silent auction committee, led
by Nicole Nishanian and Leslie Shahinian,
has procured some of the most beautiful
items, experiences and adventures!

And once again, we will have ex-

clusive gift bags for you each to take
home, donated by vendors who have
each graciously come forward with ex-
clusive items for our guests. We cannot
wait to see our attendees’ reactions at all
the goodies on their individual chairs!

And did we mention that Closh will
be available for appointments to make
you a very unique haute couture dress?
A percentage of all sales will be dedi-
cated to our programs in Armenia and
Karabagh.

Yes! It will be a fantastic and very
special event.. one not to miss.

In 2018, your generous donations
have helped to facilitate the sponsor-
ship of 1,663 children, support 6 kin-
dergartens in Armenia and Karabagh,
support of 5 Shogh community-based
educational day centers in Yerevan,
Vanadzor, Gyumri, Askeran and Shushi,
provide summer and day camp experi-
ences for nearly 5000 children and
youth, provide Christmas programs at
42 locations, including gift packages
for 7,200 children, offer various art,
sports, theater and tutoring classes for
1,500 children, and assist needy fami-
lies with relief packages and provide
medical and dental care to over 6,000
children.

For reservations and further infor-
mation, call Sandra Kalemkiarianat (626)
945-6395 or Diane Cabraloff at (310)
729-1552
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Dr. Vahe Tachjian to Speak on “How We
Lived: The Houshamadyan Project”

FRESNO -- “How We Lived: The
Houshamadyan Project” will be the topic
of a presentation by Dr. Vahe Tachjian,
Director of the Berlin-based
Houshamadyan Project. The talk will
take place at 7:30PM on Monday, March
11, 2019, in the University Business
Center, Alice Peters Auditorium, Room
191 on the Fresno State campus.

The lecture is part of the Spring
2019 Armenian Studies Program Lec-
ture Series at Fresno State.

Houshamadyan was born from a
simple and powerful idea: we should
bring back to life the cities, towns and
village in which Armenians lived in the
Ottoman Empire by reconstructing our
inheritance — the rich memory of'the lives
of our ancestors.

Houshamadyan is a non-profit or-
ganization founded in Berlinin2010. The
website www.houshamadyan.org ap-
pears in three languages: Armenian, En-
glish and Turkish.

Alongside written articles, the
Houshamadyan website uses a great va-
riety of multi-media tools, such as musi-
cal recordings of historic value, oral
history testimonies, old photographs,
pictures, old film footage, maps, podcasts
and so on. Every month, 3-4 new articles
and new materials are added to the con-
stantly growing website. More than 170
articles and family collections are already
published.

Vahe Tachjian earned his Ph.D. in
History and Civilisation at the Ecole des
Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales

(EHESS) in Paris. He is now the chief
editor of the Berlin based Houshamdyan
website. His main publications are: La
France en Cilicie et en Haute-Méso-
potamie. Paris, 2004; Les Arméniens,
1917-1939: La quéte d’un refuge, Paris,
2007 (co-editor); Ottoman Armenians:
Life, Culture, Society, Vol 1, Berlin,
2014 (editor), Daily life in the Abyss:
Genocide Diaries, 1915-1918, New York/
Oxford, 2017.

The lecture is free and open to the
public. Parking is available in Fresno
State Lots P6 and P5, near the University
Business Center, Fresno State. A free
parking code can be obtained by contact-
ing the Armenian Studies Program.

For more information about the
lecture please contact the Armenian Stud-
ies Programat278-2669, visitour website
at www.fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies
or visit our Facebook page at
@ArmenianStudiesFresnoState.

Armenian Rose Float to Participate in
2020 Pasadena Tournament of Roses

LOS ANGELES — The American
Armenian Rose Float Association
(AARFA) has announced that it has been
invited by the Pasadena Tournament of
Roses Association to present a new Ar-
menian rose float at the next Pasadena
Tournament of Roses, on January 1,
2020. This will be the sixth consecutive
year that an Armenian rose float will
participate in the world-renowned event.

The most recent Armenian rose
float, which carried the theme “Chanting
Stones: Karahunj,” celebrated the great-
ness of Armenian culture, echoing the
general theme of the 130th Pasadena
Tournament of Roses, “The Melody of
Life.” On New Year’s Day, 2019, the
Pasadena Tournament of Roses was
seen by close to 700,000 spectators in
Pasadena, as well as a global audience in
140 countries and territories.

Last month, the Pasadena Tourna-
ment of Roses Association announced
the 2020 tournament’s general theme,
which is “The Power of Hope.” Accord-
ingly, the AARFA is already at work,
seeking to conceive the design of the
next Armenianrose float and mobilize the
Armenian community for ensuring the
float’s success. As in the past, the
AARFA elected a new Board this month,
and is initiating a new campaign for
rallying grassroots support.

The Armenian rose float was
launched in 2014. One of its major pro-
ponents was Stepan Partamian, a found-
ing member of the AARFA who has
served on its Board ever since its estab-
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lishment that year. Partamian stepped
down fromthe AARFA Board this month,
as he plans to move to Armenia in June
and focus on developing his Genolive
project.

“Today, as our vision of participat-
ing in the Pasadena Tournament of Roses
has become a wonderful reality, I am
turning to my next major project, the
Genolive initiative, confident that the
newly-elected Board of the AARFA will
do a marvelous job,” Partamian said.

“To date, we have successfully
showcased five Armenian floats, with
the help of all our benefactors and volun-
teers. Let’s keep it going,” said Arthur
Kokozian,amemberofthe AARFA Board.

Toward the implementation of the
2020 Armenian rose float, tax-deductible
contributions can be made online at
www.aarfa.org or sent to the following
address: American Armenian Rose Float
Association, P.O. Box 60005, Pasadena,
CAO91116.
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HOUSE FOR RENT
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Ask Joe (626)578-9200
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Mark Your Calender

March 24 —Book presentation by Adrienne G. Alexanian, editor of
her father’s memoir " Forced into Genocide: Memoirs ofan Armenian
Soldier in the Ottoman Turkish Army"

Sunday—2:30 p.m. MuseumofTolerance

Co-sponsored by AGBU, AIWA, NAASR, AAA
9786 Pico Blvd. Los Angeles, CA. 90035
- RSVP (310) 772-2505

skoskoskoskoskosk sk

March 28 —Book presentation by Adrienne G. Alexanian, editor of
her father’s memoir "Forced into Genocide: Memoirs of an Armenian
Soldier in the Ottoman Turkish Army"

Thursday—7:00p.m. Glendale Downtown Central Library

* With support from the ANCA

222 East Harvard Street Glendale, CA. 91205

- RSVP (818) 548- 2021
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