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PM Nikol Pashinyan Discusses Karabakh Conflict, Politics and
Economic Development During Yerevan Press Conference

YEREVAN (RFE/RL)— Ata four
and half hour press conference held in
Y erevan, Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
responded to a variety of questions from
journalists covering Karabakh conflict,
politics, corruption and economy.

Speaking about Karabakh conflict
resolution, Pashinyan repeated what he
already told senior Armenian and
Karabakh security aides in Stepanakert a
week ago that Nagorno-Karabakh’s be-
coming a full party to the peace talks “is
not a whim or a precondition” on the part
of Armenia, but a necessity for an effec-
tive settlement process.

Azerbaijan has opposed Nagorno-
Karabakh’s participation in the talks as a
separate party, insisting that the region is
“occupied” by Armenia and negotiations
should be held only directly with official
Yerevan.

Last week, Azerbaijan’s President
Ilham Aliyevrejected the latest Armenian
proposal on the change in the format of
the talks by way of involving Nagorno-
Karabakh as a party to the process.

Pashinyan insisted that his state-
ments on the need for Stepanakert’s
engagement in the talks that he has repeat-
edly made since being first elected prime
minister inMay 2018 “arenota challenge,
but an invitation to dialogue.” He further
argued that he had already raised the issue
during his informal meetings with Aliyev
on the sidelines of different international
events during the past months.

Ahead of his possible talks with the
Azerbaijani president Pashinyansaid: “We
will continue discussions on this subject
with our partners and will try to continue
this discussion in the field of arguments,
because negotiations are negotiations only
when we listen to each other. At least
Armenia has shown its ability to listen to
its opponent, try to understand the other

PRESS OFFICE OF THE
GOVERNMENT OF ARMENIA

side, and we expect the same from them.
Where our partners consider that our
position can be viewed as excessively
tough, we can soften this position, but
we would expect the same from our
partners, because otherwise no conver-
sation will take place.”

The Armenian leader said that “we
do not imagine a regime when one of the
parties to the talks says that it refuses to
have a dialogue.”

“It will not be a logical approach.
Naturally, we will not refuse to have a
dialogue and during this dialogue we will
put on the table our arguments and will
attentively listen to the counterarguments
of our partners. I think that a construc-
tive and effective solution or continua-
tion should be within the framework of
this logic,” Pashinyan said.

Asked whether a possible exchange
of prisoners between Armenia and
Azerbaijan could be discussed at his
upcoming meeting with Aliyev, Pashinyan
said: “The Armenian side is ready to
exchange Azerbaijani citizens who strayed
into Armenian territory with Armenians

Azerbaijan Deploys New Military Base
on the Border with Armenia

BAKU— Azerbaijanhas deployed
a new military unit on the border with
Armenia. According to official sources,
the military unit was built in the Kazakh-
Agafa section of the border.

Accordingto Elchin Guliyev, head
of the Azerbaijani border service, the

new military unit is important from the
point of view of ensuring the integrity
of the state border.

Together with Ghazakh region,
the border of Tavush region is the
longest part of the border between
Armenia and Azerbaijan.

who strayed into Azerbaijani territory.”

The Armenian leader stressed, how-
ever, that such an exchange cannot con-
cern Azerbaijanis who penetrated into
Armenian or Karabakh territory and com-
mitted murders.

Addressing economic issues,
Pashinyan stated that the Armenian gov-
ernment is currently discussing 802 in-
vestments projects worth a total of about
$2.7 billion.

“Forty-two of these projects worth
atotal of $774 million are, in fact, already
at different stages of implementation,
others are at the stage of active discus-

Continued onpage 3

Italy’s Lazio Recognizes
the Armenian Genocide

LAZIO, ITALY — The Regional
Council of Lazio has recognized the
Armenian Genocide, the Council for
the Armenian Community of Rome
informs.

At a sitting on March 18 the
Council unanimously approved a mo-
tion presented by Councilmember
Sergio Pirozzi, acknowledging the fact
of the Armenian Genocide and ex-
pressing full solidarity to the Armenian
people in their fight for historical truth
and human rights protection.

Lazio thus becomes the 136th
local government authority in Italy to
recognize the Genocide.

On the occasion of the recogni-
tion Councilor Pirozzi, in the letter sent
to the Council for the Armenian com-
munity declared:

“This motion represents a sin-
cere act of truth and solidarity towards
a people victim of deportations and
brutal killings.”

“Standing by the Armenian na-
tion is our duty, making history recog-
nizable — an obligation which must be
conveyed especially to the new gen-
eration to prevent the repetition of
such tragedies,” Pirozzi said in his
letter.

The Council for the Armenian
Community of Rome expresses grati-
tude to all the members of the Council
of the Lazio Region.

Armenian, Georgian and Russian Writings
Found on Guns of New Zealand
Mosque Attacker

CHRISTCHURC, NEW
ZEALAND — A white supremacist who
identifies himselfas the Australian Brenton
Tarrant, 28, has killed at least 49 people
and injured another 48 after carrying out
a right-wing terrorist attack on mosques
in New Zealand.

During the massacre, which he
streamed live online, Tarrant could be
seen with weapons scribbled with white
text. He also posted images of the weap-
ons on Twitter before the feed was
deleted.

An examination of the text reveals
an obsession with historical figures who
fought against the Ottoman Empire — the
Islamic superpower of its time — other
extreme right-wing attackers and the
Rotherham scandal for sexual abuse.

Inscribed on one of the guns is a
writing in Armenian that refers to the

.

Battle of Sarigamish, an engagement be-
tween the Russian and Ottoman empires
during World War 1.

The outcome of the battle resulted
in a Russian victory. Ottoman leader
Enver Pasha publicly blamed his defeat
on Armenians.

One of the gun’s covered in white
lettering featured the names of King
Davit Agmashenebeli and Prince David
Soslan, the second husband of Queen
Tamar, in Georgian, the Battle of Kagul
1770 (Russian-Turkish war) and the
Battle of Bulair 1913 were written in
Russian.

The writing also cites military lead-
ers and refers to other ancient battles
such as the 1189 Siege of Acre and
Ottoman Empire battles including the

Continued on page 2
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Armenian Assembly Co-Chairman
Van Krikorian Testifies Before Congress

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Testi-
fying in person before the House Ap-
propriations Subcommittee on State
Foreign Operations and Related Pro-
grams (Subcommittee), on behalf of
the Armenian Assembly of America
(Assembly), Board of Trustees Co-
Chairman Van Krikorian urged the Sub-
committee to allocate $100 million in
democracy and economic assistance,
and at least $10 million in Foreign
Military Financing (FMF) and Interna-
tional Military Education Training
(IMET) to Armenia for Fiscal Year
(FY) 2020, with at least $25 million in
assistance to Artsakh.

“Armenia had aremarkable year.
The Economist objectively named it
the country of the year because of
the democratic changes — peaceful
change in government, extremely
clean elections, rule of law, you name
it — across the board. Time Magazine
named the current leader of Armenia
‘Crusader for Democracy,””
Krikorian said.

Given this watershed moment in
history, Krikorian explained “that’s why
we’re asking for something substan-
tially more. We’re asking for $100
million in economic and democracy
aid to Armenia; we’re asking for $10
million in FMF and IMET; we’re ask-
ing for $20 million because Armenia
has resettled [Christians at risk] from
Syria and the Middle East and given
them a safe haven; and finally we are
asking for $25 million for the benefit of
Nagorno Karabakh, just one of the
places where The Halo Trust works,
but has also been a model of democ-
racy in the region,” he stated.

The Assembly’s written testi-
mony also discussed the need for aid
given Turkey and Azerbaijan’s ongo-
ing blockades of Armenia and Artsakh,
the need to fully enforce Section 907
of the Freedom Support Act, as well as
targeted assistance for economic de-
velopment and job-creation programs
in the Samtskhe-Javakheti region of
Georgia. The Armenian Assembly’s
submitted testimony for FY 2020 is
available here.

In addition to Krikorian, other
witnesses who testified today in-
cluded the American Bar Association
(ABA), the Asia Foundation, The
HALO Trust, and the International
Foundation for Electoral Systems
(IFES), among others. Krikorian
picked up on a question raised by
Congresswoman Lois Frankel (D-
FL) about democracy backsliding,
what the United States can do about
corruption, and how it can help.

“First of all, reward people who

have made progress towards democ-
racy. And second of all, when it comes
to corruption, I think the United States
has to look at whether examples are
made of corrupt individuals. They tar-
geted high profile people who were
corrupt and they went after them. The
United States still uses that philosophy
successfully. The fact that we write
and laws when judges themselves can
be corrupt is completely counterpro-
ductive,” Krikorian said. “In our expe-
rience, going after people, even if it’s
years later, to say that ‘you cannot get
away with this, there will be conse-
quences, the Rule of Law will apply’ is
the best approach. And I would expect
that if countries were analyzed based
on that — which it doesn’t always have
to be punitive, it can also be forms of
a reconciliation type of process where
people acknowledge what they’ve taken
and give it back — I think might be a
good metric for this Committee and
the United States to start using,” he
added.

Krikorian welcomed the recent
announcement that the Department of
Justice is going to more actively en-
force the Foreign Agent Registration
Act (FARA). He pointed out that the
last organization scheduled to testify
has been clearly identified as one that
benefits from corrupt funds from a
foreign government — Azerbaijan—and
has not reported it under the foreign
agent registration act, nor has it re-
ported under Congress’ lobbying laws.

Krikorian’s panel included The
HALO Trust, whose humanitarian
work in the South Caucasus has saved
lives from being lost needlessly, and
especially considering the pressure
Azerbaijan has put to stop that
demining work in Artsakh. Krikorian
began his testimony paying respects
to The HALO Trust and its Board
Chair Anastasia Staten who lost three
of its members last year while con-
ducting demining activities. He stated
that the Armenian Assembly fully sup-
ports their request for U.S. aid so
they can continue the critical work
they do in the region, adding that the
Assembly has also raised funds pri-
vately to help in landmine clearance
efforts. “I think this Committee can
do a world of good if it removes
restrictions on U.S. aid to them, re-
moving mines based on artificial So-
viet borders,” Krikorian said.

“We applaud the Subcommittee
for holding today’s important hearing,
and greatly appreciate Chairwoman
Nita Lowey’s leadership and steadfast
support for Armenia and Artsakh,”
Krikorian stated.
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European Parliament Votes to Suspend
Turkey's EU Membership Bid

STRASBOURG (DW) -- The Eu-
ropean Parliament has voted to for-
mally suspend EU accession talks with
Turkey, citing severe political and
democratic backsliding under Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Lawmakers passed the symbolic
non-binding resolution with 370 votes
in favor and 109 against, with 143
abstentions.

"The European Parliament re-
mains seriously concerned about
Turkey's poor track record in uphold-
ing human rights, the rule of law,
media freedom and the fight against
corruption, as well as its all-powerful
presidential system," the Strasbourg-
based body said in a statement late
Wednesday.

EU governments would have to
vote by majority to end Turkey's EU
accession bid, which would cut some
funding programs.

Kati Piri, a socialist Dutch law-
maker and EU rapporteur on Turkey,
said repeated European calls for An-
kara to respect fundamental rights have
"fallen on deaf ears."

"On top of the severe human
rights violations, the dismantling of the
rule of law and the fact that Turkey
holds the world record for the number
of journalists in jail, the recently
amended constitution consolidates
Erdogan's authoritarianism," Piri told
the plenary.

Turkey's 15-year EU accession
bid has long been stalled, even before
Ankara's severe crackdown on dissent
in the wake of the failed coup attempt
in 2016.

In a statement, the Turkish For-
eign Ministry rejected the European
Parliament vote as "one-sided" and
"baseless."

Yerevan Beats Thilisi and Baku in
Mercer Quality of Living Survey

YEREVAN—The Armenian capi-
tal city of Yerevan has been ranked above
the capitals of its neighboring countries
in the Mercer Quality of Living Survey.
Mercer is the world’s largest human
resources consulting firm headquartered
in New York City.

Globally, Vienna tops the ranking
for the 10th year running, closely fol-
lowed by Zurich, in second place, then
Auckland, Munich and Vancouver in
joint third place.

Baghdad (Iraq), Bangui (Central
African Republic) and Sana’a (Yemen),
meanwhile, are ranked the worst cities

for quality of living.

Yerevan is ranked 170th among
231 cities, in between Jilin (China) and
Vientiane (Laos).

Georgia’s capital Tbilisi is 187th,
while Azerbaijan’s Baku is 195th, in
between Islamabad (Pakistan) and
Phnom Penh (Cambodia). Iran’s Tehran
is 199th.

Mercer’s annual index ranks 231
cities around the world on factors
including political stability, crime, per-
sonal freedoms, healthcare, educa-
tion, housing, recreation and public
transport.

Armenian, Georgian and Russian Writings

Continued frompage 1

1863 battle of Vienna and the 1877 battle
of Shipka Pass.

The attacker left behind a 37 page
manifesto, he described himself as an
“ordinary white man” who was inspired
by Norway mass killer Anders Behring
Breivik and wanted to avenge “thousands
of deaths caused by foreign invaders.”

Armenia’s foreign ministry has
confirmed that it is in contact with the
authorities of New Zealand regarding the

note in Armenian and other languages
found on one of the weapons used for the
attacks.

“We are in contact with New
Zealand’s relevant authorities on all is-
sues linked with the incident”, Anna
Naghdalyan said.

The Georgian state security ser-
vice has already reacted to these reports,
stating that it cooperates with its partners
to find out details about the persons
arrested following the attack and the
weapon used.
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NAASR Launches Undergraduate
Essay Contest

National Association for
Armenian Studics and Research

EVENTS & NEWS

BELMONT, MA -- The National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) is sponsoring an
essay contest for undergraduate stu-
dents centering around the transforma-
tive power of education at the core of
NAASR’s mission and the life of Dr.
Vartan Gregorian, after whomNAASR’s
new world headquarters building in
Belmont, MA will be named when it
opens in November 2019.

“Have you had an extraordinary
relationship with a professor that changed
your life? We want to hear from you,”
said Sarah Ignatius, NAASR Executive
Director, in encouraging undergraduates
from all over the country to participate.

“Central to Dr. Gregorian’s life is
his dedication to educational advance-
ment and the pursuit of knowledge, just
asthese principles are central toNAASR's
mission,” said Yervant Chekijian, Chair-
man of NAASR’s Board of Directors.
“We look forward to hearing from stu-
dents how they have felt inspired in the
same way.”

Contest Guidelines.

The contest is open to any full-time
undergraduate studentin the United States,
whether or not of Armenian descent.
Entrants must compose an original essay
in the English language of 750 to 1,000
words about an important relationship he
or she forged with a teacher or professor
and how that relationship served to in-
spire and to make a fundamental differ-
ence in his or her life. The essay need not
specifically mention NAASR or Vartan
Gregorian.

Theentry deadlineis June 15,2019,
at 11:59 p.m. Submissions must be by
email to hq@naasr.org, with the subject
line “Essay Submission.” In the body of
the email, entrants must include name,
age, degree program, and school as well
as the essay. Entrants should attach
proof of undergraduate enrollment, such
as a dated photo of a current student ID.

The winners will be announced in
the fall of 2019. The first place winner
will receive a $1,000 cash prize, plus
travel and lodging in the Cambridge, MA

BOOKSTORE

area on November 2, 2019, where he or
she will read his or her essay at NAASR's
65th Anniversary Galaand Grand Open-
ing of NAASR's world headquarters,
to be named the NAASR Vartan
Gregorian Building, in Belmont, MA,
fulfilling the request of the building’s
principal benefactors, Edward and
Pamela Avedisian of Lexington, MA.
The new building’s official name will
be the NAASR Vartan Gregorian Build-
ing. The second place winner will re-
ceive a $500 prize, and the third place
winner will receive a $250 prize.

Foundedin 1955, NAASR is one of
the world’s leading resources for ad-
vancing Armenian Studies and building
community worldwide to preserve and
enrich Armenian culture, history, and
identity for future generations. NAASR
supports scholars with research grants,
academic programming, and research
assistance inits 28,000-volume rare book
Armenian Studies library, connects their
scholarly findings with a broad general
public, worked to found the first chairs
of Armenian Studies at Harvard and
UCLA, and has gone on to support other
endowed positions, which now exist at
13 universities in the United States.

Dr. Gregorian, who is currently
President of the philanthropic founda-
tion Carnegie Corporation of New York,
was born in Tabriz, Iran, receiving his
elementary education in Iran and his
secondary educationat College Arménian
in Beirut, Lebanon. He graduated with
honors from Stanford University and
was awarded a PhD in history and hu-
manities from Stanford. He was ap-
pointed the Tarzian Professor of Arme-
nian and Caucasian History and profes-
sor of South Asian History at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, and then served as
president of The New York Public Li-
brary, which includes a network of four
research libraries and 83 branch librar-
ies. He was then appointed the 16th
president of Brown University.

For questions regarding the essay
contest, please email hq@naasr.org.
Learn more about NAASR at
WWW.Naasr.org.
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In Memoriam - Garbis Balekjian 1927-2019

Garbis Balekjian was bornin 1927
in Aleppo, Syria to Sarkis Balekjian and
Arousiag Yalenezian, survivors of the
Armenian Genocide from Kayseri, Tur-
key. When Garbis was sixteen years old,
he was stricken with Typhoid fever and
almost died. He graduated from Aleppo
Junior College in 1947. He could not take
a scholarship to go to college in Beirut,
and instead worked to help support his
father and sister. He held many jobs,
including history instructor at Aleppo
Junior college, teaching many who pre-
viously were his friends and classmates.
He also opened a successful car battery
recycling and resale business. Around
this time, his mother fell ill and passed
away.

In 1957, Garbis sold his business,
gave the money to his family and came to
the United States. He stayed with rela-
tives in Philadelphia and attended the
University of Pennsylvania where he
earned a Bachelor of Science in Chemis-
try in 1959, the same year he moved out
west. He met Shake Kitabjian, the daugh-
ter of Artin Kitabjian, a prominent man
from Aleppo whom Garbis remembered.
Both Garbis and Shake grewupin Aleppo,
knew a lot of the same people and places,
but met only after coming to Los Ange-
les, areal-life transcontinental love story.
The two were married on December 4,
1960, in Los Angeles, and had two chil-
dren, Arpie and Gary.

Garbis worked as a bench chemist
for Bioscience Labs from 1959-1960; he
became Supervisor of Chief Isotopic
Coumpounds research at Calbiochem
from 1961-1970, and then became Presi-
dent of Biochemical and Nuclear Corpo-
ration from 1971 to 1982. He holds a
U.S. patent for Phosphorescent Display
Systems, and was a member of the
American Chemical Society. In 1982, he
became an Armenian interpreter for the
County of Los Angeles, a position he
held until retiring in 1999, working the
last few years before retirement in the
Pasadena Juvenile Delinquency court.

Garbis dedicated his life to serving
his community and church. He was on
the Board of Sunday school supervisors
for all Aleppo area Sunday schools; he
twice served as Sunday school Superin-
tendent and teacher at St. Gregory Ar-
menian Apostolic Church in Pasadena;

founding Member and thirty years of
service to the Guiligian Benevolent Foun-
dation, which raises money tuition for
needy students at the Aleppo school he
supported for 70 years; fifteen year mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the
Ararat Home of Los Angeles, during
which he served on the construction
committee which oversaw building of
the Mission Hills facility; two years on
the board of trustees of St. Gregory, and
one of those years as Chairman of the
Board; and over 50 years membership in
the Ghevont Lodge (Pasadena) of the
Knights of Vartan, and two years as
Lodge Commander, winning the Grand
Council’s First Place Lodge Merit Award
in 1992 and Second Place Merit Award in
1993.

In 2007, Garbis was bestowed the
Medal of Saint Nerses Shnorhali from
His Holiness KarekinII, Catholicos of All
Armenians, in recognition for his lifelong
service and generous support to the
Armenian community and Armenian
Church. Despite the adversities he faced,
Garbis always kept his devotion to the
virtues of service, integrity, humility and
faith. Garbis loved Armenian music and
food, had a great singing voice, loved
Notre Dame Football because they once
had an Armenian coach named Ara
Parseghian, and above all, loved his wife,
family and grandchildren.

Garbis is survived by his wife
Shake, his son Gary (Janet) Balekjian, his
granddaughters, Ariel Vaisbortand Karina
Balekjian, and his grandson Albert
Balekjian, and was predeceased by his
daughter, Arpie Balekjian.

PM Nikol Pashinyan Discusses

Continued frompage 1

sions. This means that we have a certain
increase in investment interest in the
country,” Pashinyan said.

The head of the Armenian gov-
ernment also presented some other
data testifying to some growing inter-
est in unfolding economic activities in
Armenia.

Thus, according to him, in Febru-
ary 2019 the volume of mortgage lending
in Armenia grew by 100 percent, with
the growth of mortgage lending within
the framework of government programs
making 145 percent as compared with
therelevant data for last year’s February.

“In general, at present the volume
of mortgage loans in the country has
grown by 30 percent. According to ex-
perts, this is a huge increase. This
means that in the near future we will
have demand in the construction mar-
ket, which in its turn will create new
jobs not only in construction, but also

on the building materials market, in the
service sector and so on. This is a very
important indicator, which in its turn
will lead to the reduction of unemploy-
ment,” Pashinyan said.

The Armenian premier also spoke
about expected financial assistance from
the European Union concerning major
infrastructure programs. He said that the
EU is ready to provide funding, including
in the form of grants, for some major
projects, but expects Armenia to co-fi-
nance these projects. According to
Pashinyan, this, in term, raises the issue of
whether Armenia should raise the ceiling
for its foreign debt level in order to borrow
more for the co-financing of these projects.

“Now we should discuss whether
we are ready to go this way, and in the
next 20 days we are going to have a joint
discussion with the Central Bank that will
also involve representatives of the expert
community in order to make a decision on
this matter,” the Armenian premier said.
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AGBU Hye Geen and Young Circle’s

13th International Conference

Parenting in the Digital Age

AGBU HYE GEEN & YOUNG CIRCLE'S

PASADENA -- AGBU Hye Geen
and Young Circle’s 13" annual interna-
tional conference has chosen a most
timely topic for parents, educators and
students alike, highlighting the rapid
changes of the digital age which affect
society at large. The event will take
place on Saturday, March 23, 2019 at
AGBU Vatche and Tamar Manoukian
Center, 2495 E. Mountain Str., Pasa-
dena. Registration will start at 9:00
a.m. and the duration of the program is
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The
entrance fee is $30, with $10 for stu-
dents. A complimentary lunch will be
served at the midday break.

The carefully selected confer-
ence speakers are experienced profes-
sionals who work directly with chil-
dren, teenagers and their families in
educational institutions, or are in pri-
vate practice, with one being an advi-
sor in the law enforcement sector.
They are namely, Armine Movsisyan,
director of curriculum and instruction
at the Intellectual Virtues Academy,
Nora Chitilian-Kalachian, a marriage
and family therapist, Glendale Unified
School District, Edrick H. Dorian, a
clinical and police psychologist and
co-founder of Thriveport, LLC. The
moderator is Shakeh Yegavian, a long-
time marriage and family therapist.

A wide range of topics will be
discussed, beginning with changes in

25TH ANNIVERSARY
YEARLY CONFERENCE

the family structure and their signifi-
cant repercussions. The large-scale
move of women into the labor force
has resulted in the increase of public
child-care facilities available through
the Head Start program, day cares and
preschools. Another topic will be the
effect on children of screen-based
devices from televisions to smart
phones, “offering a feast of passive
entertainment,” interactive computer
games and the opportunity to connect
with peers remotely. These devices
have also made possible cyberbullyng
and sexting, causing great anxiety to
parents.

Another urgent topic is the fact
that children are starting to use digital
devices at ever younger ages, which
radically change their lives, leaving
less time for other activities. Parents
try to ration their children’s screen
time but are often unable to counter
their opposition. With changes in many
aspects of their own lives, individual
parents are hard-pressed to raise their
children amid the easy availability of
digital devices.

The Hye Geenand Young Circle’s
13" annual international conference
will provide a forum for an exchange
of ideas about parenthood in the digital
age and will give a sense of shared
engagement in the all-important mis-
sion of raising our children.

Jonathan Conlin to Speak on
“Calouste Gulbenkian (1869-1955)
and the Pasdurma Problem?”

FRESNO — Dr. Jonathan Conlin
of Southampton University (United King-
dom), will givea presentationon “Calouste
Gulbenkian (1869-1955) and the
Pasdurma Problem” at 7:30PM on Tues-
day, April 2, 2019, in the University
Business Center, Alice Peters Audito-
rium, Room 191 on the Fresno State
campus. The presentation is part of the
Armenian Studies Program Spring 2019
Lecture Series.

Born into the Armenian merchant
elite of Istanbul in 1869, the renowned oil
magnate Calouste Gulbenkian made his
fortune as a ‘business architect,” per-
suading rival oil companies to collaborate
for their mutual enrichment, particularly
in the Middle East. The violent collapse
of the Ottoman Empire, the Armenian
Genocide and the attempt to establish a
secure “Armenian National Home” at
Versailles barely affected Gulbenkian,

who appeared uninterested in being a
“good Armenian.” His fellow Armenians
nonetheless looked to him as benefactor
and a leader of their diaspora. He was
thus appointed to the presidency of the
Armenian General Benevolent Union, the
Paris-based philanthropy which sought
to promote the welfare of Armenian
refugees.

Although Gulbenkian spent the
whole of his life living in hotels, he built
the nearest thing he ever had to a “home”
in Paris in the 1920s. This talk will
consider the biographer’s challenges in
addressing what Gulbenkian’s daughter
dubbed “the pasdurma problem”: the
question of how to situate oneself as a
family which showed little interest either
in being “good Armenians” or in assimi-
lation. It argues that Gulbenkian’s cos-
mopolitanism reflected the amira class
from which he hailed as much as it did

March 23, 2019

Presentation of Roupen Avsharian’s
Book on Armenian Deputies
in the Lebanese Parliaments

CSUN.

CALIFORNIA
STATE UNIVERSITY
NORTHRIDGE

Under the High Patronage of
Her Excellency Ms. Mirna Khawly
Consul General of the Republic of Lebanon in Los Angeles

The Armenian Studies Program at CSUN and Haigazian University
Cordially Invite You to a Book Presentation

ON THE RECORD

Armenian Deputies in the Lebanese Parliaments
Volume I: 1922-1972 & Volume I1: 1972-2017

By the Author
Roupen Avsharian, Esq.

Thursday, April 11, 2019 at 8:00 p.m. at the Glendale Downtown Central Public Library
222 E. Harvard Street, Glendale, Ca. 91205.

NORTHRIDGE, CA.—The Ar-
menian Studies Program at California
State University, Northridge (CSUN)
and Haigazian University, Beirut, have
jointly organized a book presentation
of Roupen Avsharian’s, Esq., On the
Record: Armenian Deputies inthe Leba-
nese Parliaments, Vol 1, 1922-1972,
Vol. 11, 1972-2017 (Beirut: Haigazian
University Press, 2017), 1,332 pages.
The event will take place under the
high patronage of Her Excellency, Ms.
Mirna Khawly, Consul General of the
Republic of Lebanon in Los Angeles,
on Thursday, April 11, 2019, at 8:00
p.m. at the Glendale Downtown Cen-
tral Public Library, 222 E. Harvard
Street, Glendale, CA, 91205.

On the Record is the culmination
of extensive research and analysis of
the Official Minutes of the Lebanese
Chamber of Deputies and the Official
Gazette of the Lebanese Republic. It
contains detailed information extracted
from the general proceedings of more
than 2,400 ordinary and extraordinary
meetings of the parliament, and pro-
vides the reader with more than 215
tables with comprehensive data and
references covering the different as-
pects of the involvement of the Leba-
nese-Armenian deputies in Lebanese
legislative life from 1922 until 2017.

According to Dr. Vahram
Shemmassian, Professor and Director
of the Armenian Studies Program at
CSUN, “the book sheds new light on the
contribution of Armenians to the politi-
cal landscape of Lebanon, on the one
hand, and the role Armenian deputies in
successive parliaments have played in
promoting understanding and harmony
among the various components of Leba-
nese society, on the other.”

Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian, Presi-
dent of Haigazian University, has added
the following observation: The Arme-
nian legislatures “were always mindful
of the tragic past of their Armenian
roots and the need to formally and

informally recognize the Genocide and
its consequences.”

Roupen Avsharian is the General
Counsel of Investment Dar Company,
a Kuwaiti conglomerate with invest-
ments in Kuwait, London, Dubai, and
Bahrain. He was also a partner of
Tribonian Law Advisors with offices
in Beirut, Dubai, and Riyadh. His
practice focuses on multi-jurisdictional
restructurings, corporate re-organiza-
tions and providing general counsel
services to regulated and unregulated
entities.

The author has a Master of Arts
degree in National Security Studies
with emphasis on the Middle East from
AMU at Charlestown, West Virginia
(2004), and holds a Juris Doctor de-
gree from Western State University
College of Law at Fullerton, California
(1996).

Besides the book, Mr. Avsharian
has authored two important book
chapters, both published by Haigazian
University Press: “Armenian MPs
throughout the Lebanese Parliaments:
An Assessment from within,” in
Antranig Dakessian, ed., Armenias of
Lebanon (II) (2017), and “Lebanese-
Armenians and the Ta’ef Accord,”
Aida Boudjikanian, ed., Armenians of
Lebanon: From Past Princesses and
Refugees to Present-Day Community
(2009).

The public is cordially invited.
There will be book signing and a re-
ception at the end of the program.
Prof. Hasmig Baran, Chair of Haigazian
University Board of Trustees and Ar-
menian Studies lecturer at CSUN, has
stated that the “proceeds from the sale
ofbooks shall be allocated to Haigazian
University students as scholarships.”
For further information about the event,
you may contact Prof. Shemmassian
at (818) 677-3456 or
vahram.shemmassian@csun.edu, or
Prof. Baran at
hasmig.baran@csun.edu.

that supranational world of multi-na-
tional oil companies whose emergence
Gulbenkian did so much to foster.
Born in New York, Dr. Jonathan
Conlin studied history and modern lan-
guages at Oxford before undertaking
graduate degrees at the Courtauld Insti-
tute and Cambridge, where he was sub-
sequently appointed a Fellow of Sidney
Sussex College. Since 2006 he has taught
history at the University of Southampton.
His books include a history of the Na-

tional Gallery (London), a comparative
history of Paris and London and a biog-
raphy of Adam Smith. In 2019 he pub-
lished Mr. Five Per Cent: The Many
Lives of Calouste Gulbenkian, World’s
Richest Man, the product of five years’
research in ten countries.

Copies of Mr. Five Per Cent will be
on sale at the lecture.

The lecture is free and open to the
public. For more information visit
www.fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies
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LECTURE NIGHT

With Prof. TANER AKCAM
Historian and Sociologist

Organized by

<Ppuupipnigafh

Organization of Istanbul Armenians, the Armenian Society of LA
Iragi Family Association, and Knights of Vartan

SATURDAY, March 23, 2019 at 7:00 P.M.

At The Armenian Society Center

117 S Louise St, Glendale, CA 91205

Lecture about

ARAM ANDONIAN AND KRIKOR GUERGUERIAN
“NEW EVIDENCES ON ARMENIAN GENOCIDE AND TURKISH DENIALISM”

Admission free

Reception

e
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PROGRAM IN HONOR OF
LifeTime Honorary Member, OIA Trustee and Cultural Committee Chairman
Dr. OHANNES KULAK AVEDIKYAN
For his 40 years of support and devotion towards OIA and 50 years of activism,
exemplary service and dedication towards the Armenian People and Nation.

Sunday, March 24, 2019 at 6:00 P.M.

At OIA Center

19726 Sherman Way, Winnetka, CA 91306

Dr. Ohannes Kulak Avedikyan will be presented by

Prof. Taner Akcam

Historian and sociologist

And Dr. Avedikyan’s student in Istanbul, Activist Raffi Hermon Araks

FREE ADMISSION

program
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