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Yerevan Demands ‘More Respect’
from EU, UN

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Official
Yerevan has dismissed international con-
cerns about the state of LGBT rights in
Armenia, saying that the United Nations
and the European Union should show
“more respect” for the Armenian soci-
ety.

The EU and the UN voiced those
concerns on Tuesday in response to a
furious backlash against an unprec-
edented speech delivered by a transgender
activist in the Armenian parliament on
April 5. The activist, Lilit Martirosyan,
complained about widespread hostility
and discrimination against sexual minori-
ties in the socially conservative country
during parliamentary hearings on human
rights.

Martirosyan’s appearance on the
parliament floor was denounced by both
pro-government and opposition parlia-
mentarians, who accused each other of
making it possible. It also sparked angry
street protests by nationalist groups cham-
pioning “traditional Armenian values.”
Some of their members openly advo-
cated violentactions the Armenian LGBT
community.

Inajoint statement, the EU Delega-
tion in Armenia and the Yerevan-based
embassies of EU member states con-
demned “hate speech, including death
threats directed at Ms. Lilit Martirosyan,
her colleagues and the LGBTI commu-
nity as a whole.” They urged Armenian
law-enforcement authorities to “guaran-
tee the physical safety” of sexual minori-
ties.

The UN office in Yerevan issued a
similar statement deploring “the recent
rise in hate speech and threats of violence

against human rights and LGBTI activ-
ists.”

Reacting to those statements, the
Armenian Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman, Anna Naghdalian, insisted that
Yerevan is “fully” committed to protect-
ing human rights and “will not tolerate
any illegal actions.” She stressed at the
same time that “human rights are, as a
rule, effectively protected if they be-
come part of a social consensus and are
perceived as universal social and moral
values.”

“Therefore, in this context, our
international partners should demonstrate
more respect and sensitivity towards the
Armenian society and refrain from un-
due engagement in the public debate,
even if they disagree with its tonality,”
Naghdalyan said in written comments.

“We would like to remind that the
principle of public morality is part of
international commitments on human
rights and cannot be ignored,” she added.

Bipartisan Armenian Genocide Resolution
Garners Support of Over 70 House Members

WASHINGTON, D.C.—A biparti-
san congressional resolution commemo-
rating the Armenian Genocide was intro-
duced on Monday, with over 70 Mem-
bers of Congress joining as co-sponsors.
This resolution encourages education
and greater public awareness of the Ar-
menian Genocide, including America’s
unprecedented overseas humanitarian re-
lief at the time, reported the Armenian
Assembly of America.

Congressional Caucus on Arme-
nian Issues Co-Vice Chair Adam Schiff
(D-CA) and Co-Chair Gus Bilirakis (R-
FL) spearheaded the resolution, and were
joined by the other leaders of the Caucus,
Representatives Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-
NJ), Peter King (R-NY), and Jackie
Speier (D-CA) in underscoring their sup-
port for the recognition of the Armenian
Genocide.

“Over 100 years ago, the Ottoman
Empire undertook a brutal campaign of
murder, rape, and displacement against
the Armenian people that took the lives of
1.5 million men, women, and children in

the first genocide of the 20th century,”
Rep. Schiff stated. “Genocide is not a
relic of the past, but an ever present
threat. Its denial is not only a continuing
injury to the survivors, but makes its
repetition against another people more
likely. It is therefore all the more pressing
that the Congress recognize the histori-
cal fact of the Armenian Genocide and
make clear that we will never be an
accomplice to denial.”

“Genocide must not be denied. It
must be acknowledged for what it is — a
scourge on humanity. Official recogni-
tion of the Armenian Genocide would
represent a courageous new chapter in
American foreign policy. With the bold
leadership of the current Administration,
it is time for the United States to take a
stand against Turkish genocide denial,”
said Rep. Bilirakis.

The Armenian Genocide resolution
expresses the sense of the House to:
“commemorate the Armenian Genocide

Continued onpage 4

Italy Parliament Lower House Approves
Motion Recognizing Armenian Genocide

ROME — The Italian Chamber of
Deputies on Wednesday approved a mo-
tion calling on the Italian government to
“officially recognize the Armenian geno-
cide” and raise the profile of this issue at
the international level. The motion was
approved with 382 votes in favor, none
against and 43 abstentions by MPs from
the opposition, center-right Forza Italia
party. After the vote all the deputies
stood up to applaud.

“Recognizing and commemorat-
ing the cruelties and atrocities committed
in the 20th century must be a constant
warning,” reads the motion.

The text of the document makes
reference to the 1973 decision of the UN
Human Rights Commission to recognize
as genocide the extermination of 1.5
million Armenians under the Ottoman
Empirein 1915-1917, as well as a similar
decision backed by the European Parlia-
ment in 2015 calling on all its member

states to acknowledge the genocide.

The document also cites Pope
Francis’ description of the Armenian
Genocide as “the first genocide of the
20th century.”

The motion, submitted by deputies
of Five Star Movement, was supported
by MPs of far-right League party, the
opposition Democratic party and Broth-
ers of Italy party.

On Monday the Turkish Foreign
Ministry summoned the Italian ambassa-
dor to Ankara, Massimo Gaiani for clari-
fications on the new measure which
sparked discontent in the country.

Speaking to media on Wednesday,
Omer Celik, spokesman for the ruling
Justice and Development Party, said Italy
“is being tricked by Armenian diaspora,
which in no way wants normal relations
between Turkey and Armenia.”

Italy’s nine regional councils have
already recognized the Armenian Genocide.

Ara Najarian Selected as Mayor of Glendale

GLENDALE, CA — On Tuesday,
April 2, 2019, Glendale City Council
Member Ara Najarian was selected as the
City’s mayor by fellow council mem-
bers. Najarian takes over the position
from outgoing Mayor Zareh Sinanyan.
This is Najarian’s fourth time serving in
the position of mayor.

Najarian was first elected to office
in April 2005. During his tenure, he has
served as Chair of the Glendale Housing
Authority, and the former Glendale Re-
development Agency.

“I’m truly grateful for the opportu-
nity to serve as Mayor,” said Mayor
Najarian. “I look forward to working
closely with my Council colleagues and
staff to keep Glendale the special place
that it is.”

In addition to serving on the City
Council, Najarian is past chair and a
current member of the Los Angeles Met-
ropolitan Transit Authority (MTA) Board
of Directors, and a vice-chair of the
Southern California Regional Rail Au-
thority (Metrolink) Board of Directors.
He is also past chair and a member of the
San Fernando Valley Council of Govern-
ments and serves as a member of the

Southern California Association of Gov-
ernments Transportation Committee.
Najarian previously served as a member
ofthe Glendale Community College Board
of Trustees from 2003-2005.

He is an attorney and has a
bachelor’s degree in economics from
Occidental College and Juris Doctor de-
gree from the University of Southern
California. He is married to Palmira
Perez-Najarian, and has two adult chil-
dren, Alexander and Christopher.
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Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan Launches
Crack-Down on Media Disinformation

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan on Thursday
threatened to respond “very harshly” to
unnamed “former oligarchs” who he
said falsely accuse his government of
pushing up fuel prices in Armenia.

Pashinyan ordered the National
Security Service (NSS) to crack down
on anyone who uses mass media or
social media to “manipulate public opin-
ion.”

“Let nobody succumb to the temp-
tation to feel on their jaw the power of a
counterblow by the government enjoy-
ing the people’s trust,” he warned at a
weekly cabinet meeting in Yerevan.

Pashinyan was incensed by a news-
paper report which claimed that the retail
price of pressurized natural gas, used by
most vehicles in Armenia, has jumped by
around 40 percent because of govern-
ment plans to introduce new pricing
requirements for it.

Under a bill approved by the gov-
ernment in February, motorists would
have to pay for every kilogram, rather
than cubic meter, of gas purchased by
them. Officials argued that the weight of
gas is a more objective measure than its
volume because the latter can have differ-
ent degrees of density. The bill has yet to
be debated by the Armenian parliament.

Speaking at the cabinet meeting,
the head of a government body monitor-
ing the domestic fuel market, Armen
Kotolian, said that car owners have paid
more for pressurized gas for the last few
days because of its increased density.
Kotolian insisted that the cost of gas has
not gone up in real terms.

Pashinyan seized upon that expla-
nation to denounce “manipulative re-
ports” about the impact of the measure
planned by the government. He blamed

them on owners of gas stations who he
said want to continue to evade taxes.

“If some former oligarchs think
that in the existing situation they can
enter the field of manipulations, they are
mistaken,” he said. “I want to warn
everyone for the last time not to interpret
our civility as weakness. Or else, each of
them will get a very harsh counterblow.”

The outspoken premier did not
name any of those tycoons. The major
owners of gas station chains include
Gagik Tsarukian, one of the country’s
richest men who also leads the opposi-
tion Prosperous Armenia Party (BHK).
The BHK controls the second largest
faction in the National Assembly.

Pashinyan went on to order the
head of the NSS, Artur Vanetsian, to
already launch a crackdown. “True, the
freedom of speech and information is
guaranteed in our country,” he told
Vanetsian. “But if some criminal circles
spend millions on manipulating public
opinion through the press and social
media, that’s a matter of national secu-
rity, and I hope that your service will
manage to achieve concrete results on
this front.”

The premier also demanded NSS
action against “fake” social media users
who he said also openly call for violent
actions, including against members of
the former Armenian government.

Speaking to journalists after the
government session, Vanetsian said that
the NSS will be treading “very carefully”
on the issue. “If [social media] posts,
whether by fake or actual users, do not
contain elements of a crime, law-en-
forcement bodies will have no reason to
act,” he said.

All forms of libel were decriminal-
ized in Armenia about a decade ago.

Innovate Armenia — the Festival of Ideas &

=

Innovation — Comes to USC on May 18

-

LOS ANGELES — Innovate Ar-
menia — the festival of ideas and innova-
tion— will once again burst on to the USC
Campus.

This year’s programming begins
with Armenian identity and memory left
behind in ancestral Armenian lands, and
ends with Armenia, one year after the
“velvet revolution”.

“This is the year to seek innovative
thinkers from around the world because
this year the context is very different.
Although what continues to be the driv-
ing issue is identity — how it’s con-
structed and how it’s transmitted — this

is the year when a new Armenian gov-
ernment has raised expectations and
hopes in Armenia and around the world.
And now, many in the Diaspora are
asking how to connect, how to belong.
At the same time, there is a huge
flow of Armenians to historic Armenian
lands in Turkey, in search of that which
will help answer other, often more tortu-
ous questions of identity. So, we wanted
to include both and we’re calling this
day-long presentation of research, sto-
ries and visuals FROM OLD ROUTES
TO NEW ROOTS.” stated Salpi
Ghazarian, director of the Institute.

FM Mnatsakanyan:
Armenia Will Continue to Advance the
Agenda of Genocide Prevention

KIGALI, RWANDA --OnApril 5,
within the margins of his official visit to
Kigali, Foreign Minister Zohrab
Mnatsakanyan met with Donatille
Mukabalisa, the Speaker of the Cham-
ber of Deputies of Rwanda.

Minister Mnatsakanyan under-
scored Armenia's commitment to de-
velop sectoral cooperation with the Afri-
can continent, with this regard, high-
lighting the platforms of international
structures, particularly, the platform of
the International Organization of La
Francophonie.

Both sides commended the exist-
ing good potential for bringing closer the
two nations which are geographically far
from each other. In this context, the
importance of intensifying parliamentary
diplomacy and organizing reciprocal vis-
its between Armenia and Rwanda were
emphasized.

Presenting the changes in Armenia
after the Velvet Revolution and following
developments, Minister Mnatsakanyan
emphasized that the reforms implemented
by the Government on the basis of the
broad popular mandate are aimed at
strengthening democracy in the country
and providing equal opportunities in the
economic sphere.

Touching upon the steps taken to
prevent crimes against humanity and
genocides, Minister Mnatsakanyan noted
that Armenia, as a responsible member
of the international community, will con-
tinue to consistently advance the agenda
of genocide prevention. The interlocu-
tors stressed the importance Armenia

and Rwanda to undertake joint efforts to
advance prevention agenda on interna-
tional fora.

Donatille Mukabalisa welcomed
and highly appreciated Zohrab
Mnatsakanyan's participation in the
events dedicated to the 25th anniver-
sary of the Rwandan genocide.

Responding to reporters question
about the Armenian Genocide in the
Ottoman Empire in 1915, the minister
reminded that the legal term genocide
was developed by Raphael Lemkin, the
international community adopted the con-
vention on genocide in 1948 and the
Armenian genocide very much the source
of examination of why and how these
things can happen.

In the minister’s words, the denial
to recognize genocide, denialism is very
painful and haunts generations. “ We fail
to recognize the damage of the genera-
tions when justice is denied. There are
over five generations now who are the
survivors or the descendants of the sur-
vivors. We have seen the depth of the
calamity that genocide brings. It hap-
pened to the Armenians, followed by
Holocaust, the Rwandan Genocide,”
said the minister, adding “Everytime
we stand in the international commu-
nity and say "never again", but it is not
enough. We ask ourselves the ques-
tion: are we serious, is it enough, have
we been paying attention to the signs of
genocidal tendencies which can be
detected early. Have we been acting
early to prevent, or we just let it go to
face the calamity.”

The one-of-a-kind festival of ideas,
music and action will, as in years past
bring together the best from the world of
the arts, politics, music, and everything
in between from Armenia, Los Angeles,
and around the world.

Guests from Turkey, Italy, Arme-
nia and the US will address issues of
geography, genealogy, memory, and
identity.

From Armenia, high-level govern-
ment officials and civil society activists
will speak about vision and strategy in
important policy areas. Scholars and
policy experts will join them to analyze
goals, challenges, and possible solutions
to achieve meaningful reform.

Outdoor Exhibitors

These quick, TED-style talks will
take place in USC’s historic Bovard Au-
ditorium. Outdoors, chess games with

grandmasters, enjoying Armenian craft
beers produced in a millennia-old tradi-
tion, Armenian coffee tasting while shar-
ing stories about the “Dialects of Coffee”
— these and other activities will be
available, at the same time.

Professional musicians from
around the world, including Armenia and
Lebanon will be performing live on the
music stage all day.

Nearly 4,000 people from through-
out California attended Innovate Arme-
nia in 2017, and another 20,000 watched
the day’s events Live, both in Armenian
and in English.

This is a free event, with no RSVP
required. Innovate Armenia is in line with
the Institute’s mission to make scholar-
ship accessible by showcasing the best
of global scholars and researchers to a
curious inquiring audience.
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First Armenian Apostolic Church Opens in
Kurdistan Region Capital Erbil

ERBIL (Combined Sources) --
Iraqi-Armenians who fled sectarian vio-
lence in northern Iraq for the compara-
tive security of the Kurdistan Region
capital of Erbil can finally pray in their
own place of worship.

The Church of the Holy Cross
opened its doors on April 6 in a special
ceremony attended by Armenian clergy,
including the Primate of the Armenian
Diocese of Iraq Avak Asadourian, diplo-
mats, and Kurdistan Regional Govern-
ment (KRG) officials.

The church has been built and
supervised by the KRG’s Ministry of
Endowment and Religious Affairs and is
located in the district of Ankawa, an area
known for having a predominantly Chris-
tian population.

The KRG paid for the church’s
construction at a cost of 2.2 billion IQD
($1,845,000).

“The opening of this church itself
is laying another foundation stone for a
peaceful coexistence of different ethnic
and religious groups in the Kurdistan

Region,” Safeen Dizayee, the spokesper-
son of the KRG present to represent
Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani at the
observance, told Kurdistan 24.

He stated that the culture of toler-
ance and coexistence is not a political
decision, but it rather has deep cultural
roots in Kurdistan. Dizayee also said he
hoped that displaced Christians could
return to their homes in the Kurdistan
Region and areas with diverse popula-
tions outside Mosul known as the Nineveh
Plains.

The Kurdistan Region is home for
over 120,000 Christians, distributed
throughout the different provinces but
with the majority living in Erbil and
Duhok. Following the emergence of the
Islamic State in Iraq in 2014, most were
displaced to areas administered by the
KRG, while others fled abroad.

Four of the Kurdistan Region’s
five Armenian Churches are in Duhok
province. An estimated 600 Armenian
families live in the Kurdistan Region —
490 of them in Duhok and 110 in Erbil.

300-Year-Old Armenian Plaque
Restored in India

SAIDAPET, INDIA (Armradio)—
A 300-year-old Armenian plaque has
been recovered in Saidapet, India, The
Times of India reports.

The plaque, which commemorates
the building of the Marmalong bridge in
1726 — the oldest across the Adyar
River — by Armenian merchant Coja
Petrus Uscan, had disappeared from sight
a few years ago owing in part to neglect
and to construction work along the
Saidapet Bridge.

But now, the Armenian consulate
in the city, in collaboration with the
highways department, has managed to
restore the plaque in its original spot.

“In February, a group of 20 Arme-
nians had visited the city and they went
to see the plaque,” the Times of India
quotes Shivkumar Eashwaran, honorary
consul general of Armenia in Chennai, as
saying.

“They were upset that the plaque
was virtually underground. There was an
outcry in Armenia and in India,” he said.

Eashwaran was directed to the
highways department, which helped dig
out the plaque and restore it to its former
glory. Most of the plaque was under-
ground and had to be dug out using a

Continued onpage 4
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President Sarkissian Visits Jordan River Bank
Where Jesus Christ Was Baptized

AMMAN — President of Armenia
Armen Sarkissian, who is on a working
visit to Jordan, visited the banks of the
Jordan River on Friday where Jesus
Christ was baptized

The President toured this Christian
holy site and left a note in the guestbook.
He noted that Jordan’s care for this holy
place is the best evidence of solidarity
and dialogue between civilizations.

President Armen Sarkissian also
visited the Armenian St. Karapet Church
on the bank of River Jordan and lit a
candle.

President Sarkissian is in Jordan to
participate in meeting of the World Eco-
nomic Forum (WEF) on Middle East and
North Africa which is taking place in the
capital city of Amman between April 5 -
7 to which President Armen Sarkissian is
invited as a speaker.

The meeting of the WEF is orga-
nized through the assistance and under
the high auspices of the King of Jordan
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Abdullah II bin Al-Hussein and Queen
Rania Al-Abdullah.

The meeting will be attended by
over 1000 state, business, and civic
leaders who will discuss the challenges
facing the region. They will talk, in
particular, about energy security, use
of clean and renewable energy,
cybersecurity, and a number of other
issues.

President Sarkissian will make a
statement in the framework of the New
Energy for the Middle East discus-
sions. The President of Armenia will
meet also with the Founder and Execu-
tive Chairman of the World Economic
Forum, a famous economic Klaus
Schwab. Armen Sarkissian is a long-
time participant of the Forum and has
been friends with Klaus Schwab for
years meetings with the highest leader-
ship of the country, business circles,
and representatives of the local Arme-
nian community.
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Belmont, Mass. Library Spotlights
Armenian Titles in April

By David Boyajian

During April 2019 the Belmont,
Massachusetts Public Library is display-
ing a selection of books, DVDs, and CDs
onthe Armenian Genocide and Armenian
history and culture.

Library Director Peter Struzziero
and his staff facilitated the display whose
items can be borrowed by patrons.

The library is part of the Minute-
man Library Network, a regional con-
sortium of 36 public and 5 college librar-
ies. The Network contains several hun-
dred Armenian titles.

Belmont’s April display has so far
included The History of the Armenian
Genocide by Vahakn Dadrian; Killing
Orders by Taner Akgam; Architects of
Denial, a filmby Dean Cain and Montel
Williams; Armenia, the Survival of a
Nation by Christopher Walker; Tadem,
My Father’s Village by Robert Aram
Kaloosdian; Neither to Laugh nor to
Weep by Abrahamand Vartan Hartunian;
Goodbye, Antoura by Karnig Panian;
Treasures from the Ark: 1700 Years of
Armenian Christian Art by Vrej
Nersessian; Komitas-Aslamazian,a CD
by the Chilingarian Quartet; Armenian
Folk Arts, Culture, and Identity by Levon
Abrahamian and Nancy & Sam Sweezy;
The History of Armenia by Simon
Payaslian; The Kingdom of Armenia by
M. Chahin; Armenia and Karabagh
Travel Guide by Matthew Karanian;
The Forty Days of Musa Dagh by Franz
Werfel; The Sandcastle Girls by Chris
Bohjalian; and other titles.

As items are borrowed, additional
ones are added.

A group of local Armenian Ameri-
cans conceived the idea of a library
display for Armenian Genocide Com-
memoration Month. They suggested
nearly forty titles available in the Minute-

man Network on topics and genres such
as the Genocide, history, religion, art,
music, film, food, travel, and fiction.

The group consisted of Jirair
Hovsepian, Lucine Kasbarian, Heather
Krafian, Marc Mamigonian, Judith
Ananian Sarno, and the author.

Hovsepian brought about the
town’s annual official proclamation on
the Armenian Genocide and is an elected
member of Belmont’s Town Meeting
which decides the town’s budget and
bylaws. Kasbarian is a book and article
author and a political cartoonist. Krafian
isa board member of the Armenian Relief
Society, Eastern Region and co-chairs
St. Stephen’s Armenian Elementary
School’s School Committee in nearby
Watertown. Mamigonian is the Director
of Academic Affairs at the National Asso-
ciation of Armenian Studies and Research.
Ananian Sarno is active on town govern-
ment boards and is an elected member of
Belmont’s Town Meeting. The author is
a freelance journalist and activist.

The Belmont Media Center is pro-
ducing a community cable television spot
about the display, along with a brief
interview with this article’s author. The
spot will be viewable on the center’s
website.

America’s public libraries are, more
than ever, actively contributing to com-
munity life. They are open to civic spon-
sorship of and participation in such events
and activities as author presentations,
lectures, exhibits, films, musical enter-
tainment, and reading groups for both
adults and children.

Libraries are a valuable community
resource to which Armenian Americans
should contribute.

skeskosksk

David Boyajian’s articles are
archived at Armeniapedia.org/wiki/
David Boyajian.
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Cadence Ensemble to Perform in Concert as
Part of the World Music Series in the
Keyboard Concert Series at Fresno State

FRESNO — The acclaimed Ca-
dence Ensemble will perform in concert
at 8:00PM on Friday, April 26 in the
Concert Hall on the Fresno State cam-
pus. The concert, part of the World
Music Series of the Philip Lorenz Inter-
national Keyboard Concert Series, is co-
sponsored by the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram of Fresno State, the Thomas A.
Kooyumjian Family Foundation, the Ar-
menian General Benevolent Union, Fresno
chapter and the Orpheus Chamber Mu-
sic Ensemble.

In 2004 five outstanding Arme-
nian instrumentalists—Varazdat
Khachumyan, Violin; Hakob Jaghats-
panyan, Guitar; Meruzhan Yeganyan,
Accordion; Sofi Mikayelyan, Piano;
and Gurgen Amiryan, Contrabass—
formed the Cadence Ensemble with
the intention to promote the music of
Argentine composer Astor Piazzolla.
Following an enthusiastic response
by the public and press, they continu-
ally expanded their repertoire and rap-
idly developed into what they are

known for today: one of the world’s
premier ensembles performing origi-
nal works and arrangements by clas-
sical and contemporary European,
Russian, Armenian, and American
composers including world music and
pop while maintaining an affinity for
Piazzolla.

The ensemble has given acclaimed
performances in numerous countries
around the world in prestigious venues
such as the Teatro Colon in Buenos Aires
and the Mariinsky Theatre in Saint Pe-
tersburg.

General tickets for the Concert are
available for $25 per person, for seniors
$18 per person, and students $5 per
person. Ticket reservations for the Con-
cert may be made by calling 559-278-
2337 or calling the Armenian Studies
Program at 559-278-2669.

Tickets may also be purchased
online at the following website: http:/
www.keyboardconcerts.com/special-
events.aspx. For more information con-
tact the Armenian Studies Program

Young Professionals Event
In Conjunction with Times Square
Armenian Genocide Commemoration

FORT LEE, NJ — For the fifth
annual year, the Knights & Daughters of
Vartan are organizing an event for the
New York metro community’s Young
Professionals on the eve of the Times
Square Armenian Genocide Commemo-
ration. The event, titled 100 Years &
Beyond, will take place at City Perch and
is meant to galvanize the next generation
while welcoming networking opportuni-
ties in the Diasporan Armenian commu-
nity.

“We want to create a platform for
our generation to feel invested in such a
symbolic and significant commemora-
tion for Armenians around the world,
said co-chair Anoush Gulian. “By gath-
ering the evening before the Knights and
Daughters of Vartan Times Square Com-
memoration, we are able to enjoy one
another’s company in a positive ambi-
ance.”

The social atmosphere will give
community members the chance to con-
nect with one another and in turn build a
stronger base of support for Armenian
Genocide recognition efforts.

“We are proud to take ownership
of this event geared at the younger gen-

eration and be given the chance to make
our own impact,” said co-organizer
AnahidKaprielian.

The Times Square Armenian Geno-
cide Commemoration will take place on
Sunday, April 28, 2019, from 2:00 to
4:00 pm, at 43rd Street and Broadway,
where politicians and notable figures will
champion Armenian Genocide recogni-
tion and memorialize the 1.5 million vic-
tims who perished between 1915-1923,
alongside thousands of supporters.

“It’s integral for our organizations
to remain connected to our youth and our
young professionals,” said Hirant Gulian,
Chairman Emeritus of the Knights of
Vartan. “We have to provide opportuni-
ties for them to feel invested in our
activities so one day, they, too can take
over and continue our important work in
the community.”

The event will take place on Satur-
day, April 27, 2019 at 8:00 pm at City
Perch Kitchen & Bar, located at 2023
Hudson Street, Fort Lee, NJ. Tickets can
be purchased
atl 00yearsandbeyond.eventbrite.com.
Donationis $19.15 . For more info, email
100yearsandbeyond@gmail.com.

Bipartisan Armenian Genocide Resolution

Continued frompage 1

through official recognition and remem-
brance; reject efforts to enlist, engage,
or otherwise associate the United States
Government with denial of the Arme-
nian Genocide or any other genocide;
and encourage education and public
understanding of the facts of the Arme-
nian Genocide, including the United
States role in the humanitarian relief
effort, and the relevance of the Arme-
nian Genocide to modern-day crimes
against humanity.”

“The facts of the genocide were
recorded contemporaneously by Ameri-

can diplomats, including the Ambassa-
dor to the Ottoman Empire Henry
Morgenthau, who transmitted a flood of
cables and reports describing the whole-
sale slaughter of the Armenians,” Rep.
Schiff and Rep. Bilirakis wrote in a letter
to their colleagues.

“Congress passed first of its kind
legislation to establish the Near East
Relief effort which provided millions of
dollars in food and aid to survivors,
including tens of thousands of orphans,”
Congressmen Schiff and Bilirakis stated
to their colleagues as only one example of
U.S. efforts to help the victims of the
Armenian Genocide.

300-Year-Old Armenian Plaque

Continued frompage 3

crane. “It was restored last week. We are
building a granite structure around it to
protect it,” said N Shanthi of the high-
ways department.

“There was a celebration in India
and Armenia when we shared pictures of
the restoration. The Armenian press has
covered it as a matter of pride,” says
Eashwaran.

The plaque will be officially un-
veiled in May. The Marmalong Bridge

was built at Rs 1 lakh and dedicated to the
city. Uscan had decided to settle in Ma-
dras after coming to the city in 1724 and
paid not only to build the bridge but also
for its upkeep.

The Marmalong Bridge was re-
placed by the Marimalai Adigal Bridge.
The plaque has inscriptions in Persian,
Armenian and Latin.

Three years ago, history enthusi-
asts in the city created a Facebook page
“Retrieve the Uscan Stone” to draw
attention to save the plaque.
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