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THE ART OF ARMENIA

THE ARARAT-ESKIJTAN MUSEUM AND
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR ARMENIAN STUDIES AND RESEARCH

Present

THE ART OF ARMENIA: AN INTRODUCTION

An Illustrated Lecture by

Dr. Christina Maranci

Arthur H. Dadian and Ara Oztemel Professor of
Armenian Art and Architecture, Tufts University

Sunday, April 28, 2019, at 4:00 p.m.

Ararat-Eskijian Museum—Sheen Chapel
15105 Mission Hills Road
Mission Hills, CA

Free and open to the public. Reception and refreshments immediately following the program.

Copies of The Art of Armenia will be available for purchase and signing on the night of

the lecture.
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Armenia Marks 104th Anniversary of the Genocide

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Tens of
thousands of people marched to the
Tsitsernakabert memorial in Y erevan and
laid flowers there on Wednesday as Ar-
menia marked the 104th anniversary of
the 1915 genocide of Armenians in Otto-
man Turkey.

As always, the annual proces-
sion began with a prayer service held
by Catholicos Karegin 11, the supreme
head of the Armenian Apostolic
Church, by the eternal fire of the
hilltop memorial overlooking the city
center. The ceremony was attended
by President Armen Sarkissian, Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan and other
senior state officials.

“Itis the day to recall once again the
tragedy of our compatriots who had suf-
fered ferocities and had been expelled
from the land of their ancestors ... to tell
the world once again about the Genocide
-- the most hideous crime against human-
ity -- and to call for soberness and a fight
againstdenial,” Sarkissiansaid ina written
statement issued on the occasion.

“Impunity that followed the Ar-
menian Genocide had opened the doors
for other grave crimes against human-
ity and genocides: remember the Holo-
caust, the tragedies in Cambodia and
Rwanda,” he said.

A separate statement released by
Pashinyan noted not only the slaughter of
some 1.5 million Armenians but also the
destruction of Armenian cultural heri-
tage in the Ottoman Empire.

"We were consistently deprived of
the land on which Armenian culture and
Armenian identity were formed and de-
veloped over thousands of years. The
cultural heritage that constitutes the Ar-
menian identity — thousands of schools,
churches and monasteries — was erased
from the face of the earth.

The carriers of the essence of the
Armenian culture- intelligentsiaand clergy
- were annihilated. It was a huge blow
not only to the Armenian people, its
culture and its cultural type, but also to
the human civilization, as whole.

A unique and peculiar layer that

President Trump's April 24th Statement
Missed Opportunity to End Genocide Denial

WASHINGTON, D.C. - President
Donald Trump's April 24th statement on
the 104th anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide is a missed opportunity to end
genocide denial, reported the Armenian
Assembly of America.

"The failure to squarely acknowl-
edge the Armenian Genocide reflects a
pattern not only in this year's presidential
statement, but past administrations as
well that fosters an atmosphere for denial
and empowers authoritarian regimes to
persecute Christians and other minori-
ties," stated Assembly Executive Direc-
tor Bryan Ardouny. "A genocide denied
is an injustice to all who are being perse-
cuted," he added.

The plight of the Armenian people
captured the attention of the American
public with President Woodrow Wilson
stating that "the sympathy for Armenia
among our people has sprung from un-
tainted consciences, pure Christian faith,
and an earnest desire to see Christian
people everywhere succored in their time

of suffering, and lifted from their abject
subjection and distress and enabled to
stand upon their feet and take their place
among the free nations of the world."
President Theodore Roosevelt
stated that the atrocities committed by
the "Turks on the Armenians" was "so

Continued onpage 2

was part of the global culture is irrevers-
ibly lost. The genocides of Armenians,
Greeks and Assyrians irrevocably
changed the cultural image of the whole
region. Was this not a crime against
humanity?

The perpetrators killed our poets,
those who constituted our conscience,
the basis of our identity. Therefore, we
must consistently struggle to preserve
our essence, our species. If we commit
to oblivion their memory, if we forget
about their cultural heritage, we will
betray our essence.

By keeping their memory alive and
fighting for justice, we will gain immor-
tality. Therefore, we will be consistent in
promoting the international recognition
of the Armenian Genocide.” Read
Pashinyan's statement

The U.S. Ambassador to Armenia,
Lynne Tracey, also attended that cer-
emony. She told journalists she came to
the memorial to honor memories of the
victims.

"The United States does not deny
historical facts, and the fact is that what
took place in 1915 was one of the worst
mass atrocities of the twentieth century.
But we remain encouraged by the resil-
iency of the Armenian people and that is
also what today is about," Tracey said.

U.S. President Donald Trump used
similar wording in a statement, steering
clear of the word "genocide" but refer-
ring tothe Armenian-language term Meds
Yeghern, or "great calamity."

Later on, Prime Minister Pashinyan
and Mrs. Anna Hakobyan visited the
Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute
and got acquainted with the exhibits on
display at the exposition referred to as
“150-year-old witnesses of the Arme-
nian Genocide: Komitas Vardapet and
Hovhannes Tumanyan.”

Thousands In LA
Commemorate 104th
Anniversary Of
Armenian Genocide

LOS ANGELES - Tens of thou-
sands of people descended on Holly-
wood and Mid-City Wednesday in two
separate marches to mark the 104th
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide.

The first march, sponsored by Uni-
fied Young Armenians, began at 10 a.m.
near Hollywood and Hobart boulevards
and ended at Sunset and Hobart boule-
vards.

At 1 p.m., a coalition of Arme-
nian community organizations staged
a march outside the Turkish Consu-
late at 6300 Wilshire Blvd. Los Ange-
les Mayor Eric Garcetti and U.S. rep-
resentatives Brad Sherman and Adam
Schiff took part.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom
declared Wednesday as “A Day of
Remembrance of the Armenian Geno-
cide” The Los Angeles Unified Board
of Education unanimously approved
a resolution Tuesday to recognize
April 24 as Armenian Genocide Re-
membrance Day.

The March for Justice, organized
by the Armenian Genocide Committee—
a coalition of the major community orga-
nizations and religious denominations—
featured a short program that was guided
by Masters of Ceremonies Armen K.
Hovannisian, Esq. and Tenny
Khachatourian, each of whom drew on
their personal experiences as descen-
dants of Genocide survivors to ad-
vance the call for justice and recogni-
tion of the Genocide. The program
began with invocation offered by clergy
headed by the leaders of all Armenian
denominations.

Erdogan Defends 1915 Armenian Deportations:
The Most Reasonable Behavior

ANKARA -- Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan spoke at a Sym-
posium on 'Development, Vision and
Contribution to the Surveys on History
of Archives' held in Bestepe Millet Con-
gress and Culture Center on 24 April.

Erdogan said, the Armenian issue
is one of the most controversial issues in
world history. “We already know that
those, who are stirring up trouble with
so-called Armenian genocide allega-
tions, France in particular, do not have
any intention of seeking the truth, and
we want the entire world to know it,
too,” Erdogan said.

“We see that those who attempt
to lecture us on democracy and human
rights over the Armenian issue them-
selves have a bloody past,” Erdogan
said.

In his speech, Erdogan accused
the Armenians and their supporters of
massacring the Muslim people, includ-
ing women and children, in eastern
Anatolia and said their deportation to

the Syrian Desert was “the most rea-
sonable action that could be taken in
such a period.”

“Relocation is one thing, massa-
cre is another thing,” he said.

The people who instigated mas-
sacres and persecuted others in past
centuries now “put on the masks of
advocates of human rights and free-
doms,” Erdogan stated.

Erdogan said that no one has
been able to prove with archival evi-
dence that an Armenian genocide oc-
curred.

The countries and international
bodies that recognize the Genocide
include Russia, Italy, Germany,
France, Canada, Poland, and the Euro-
pean Parliament, and some countries
outlaw "Armenian genocide" denial.

Turkey and its close ally
Azerbaijan are the only countries that
directly deny statements about histori-

Continued onpage 2
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Armenia Advances in 2019 World Press
Freedom Index
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PARIS (Armradio) — Armenia is
ranked 61st in the 2019 World Press
Freedom Index released by Reporters
Without Borders today. Last year it was
ranked 80th.

Georgia is placed just ahead of
Armenia at 60th, Russia is 149th, Turkey
and Azerbaijan are ranked 157th and
166th respectively. Armenia’s southern
neighbor Iran is 170th in the list.

Norway, Finland, Sweden, Neth-
erlands and Denmark are ranked as the
countries with the highest degree of
freedom for journalists.

According to the report, “the new
media served as an echo chamber for the
“velvet revolution” in the spring of 2018
that brought a former journalist [Nikol
Pashinyan] to power.”

The study notes, however, that
“the media landscape is diverse but po-
larized and the editorial policies of the
main TV channels coincide with the
interests of their owners.”

“Journalistic independence and
transparent media ownership continue to

be major challenges. The new govern-
ment must try to recover the opportuni-
ties that were lost in the transition to
digital TV, which has paradoxically re-
stricted the number of regional chan-
nels,” Reporters Without Borders said.

At the same time, the organization
urges the government to refrain from
any excesses in its attempts to combat
“fake news”.

“Its use of the security services for
this purpose, followed by a social net-
work user’s arrest, prompted concern.
Investigative journalism, which is flour-
ishing online, is well placed to play a
major role in a national offensive against
corruption.”

The 2019 World Press Freedom
Index shows how hatred of journalists
has degenerated into violence, contribut-
ing to an increase in fear. The number of
countries regarded as safe, where jour-
nalists can work in complete security,
continues to decline, while authoritarian
regimes continue to tighten their grip on
the media.

Armenia to Acquire More Russia
Advanced Weapons

Armenia will continue to acquire
Russian weapons “very vigorously,” De-
fense Minister Davit Tonoyan said on
Wednesday after holding fresh talks with
the head of Russia’s state-owned arms
exporter, Rosoboronexport.

Tonoyan and Rosoboronexport’s
Alexander Mikheyev met on Tuesday on
the sidelines of an international security
conference held in Moscow.

“The parties reached a number of
new agreements on expanding the scope
of cooperation and ensuring its continu-
ity,” the Armenian Defense Ministry said
in a short statement on the meeting. It did
not elaborate.

Tonoyan, who was appointed as
defense minister in May 2018, and
Mikheyev met on at least two occasions
last year. Their latest talks came two
months after Russian and Armenian of-
ficials signed fresh defense contracts in
Moscow. Their details have still not been
made public.

Earlier in February, Yerevan con-
firmed the signing of a Russian-Arme-

nian contract for the purchase of four
Sukhoi Su-30SM fighter jets to the Ar-
menian Air Force. The total cost of the
deal remains unknown.

Speaking to Russian journalists on
Wednesday, Tonoyan reiterated that the
multirole jets will be delivered to Armenia
by the beginning of 2020. The Armenian
side has already made first payments for
them, he said, according to the TASS
news agency.

The minister also reaffirmed
Yerevan’s plans to buy more such Rus-
sian warplanes. “We will be arming and
rearming ourselves very vigorously,” he
added. “The purchases of Russian weap-
onry will continue.”

Erdogan Defends 1915 Armenian Deportations

Continued frompage 1

cal facts related to the era.

The Ottoman Turkish government's
policy of deportations and massacres
resulted in systematic extermination of
1.5 million Armenians leaving in the

Empire.

On the night of 23-24 April 1915,
the Ottoman government rounded up
and imprisoned an estimated 250 Arme-
nian intellectuals and community leaders
of the Ottoman capital, Constantinople,
and later those in other centers, who

Indicted Former Official Detained in Russia,
Armenia Will Request His Extradition

MOSCOW (RFE/RL) — Mihran
Poghosian a former senior Armenian
official wanted by law-enforcement au-
thorities in Yerevan on corruption charges
was reportedly detained in Russia over
the weekend.

Armenian prosecutors said on Mon-
day that they will ask their Russian coun-
terparts to extradite Poghosian, who
headed a state agency enforcing court
rulings from 2008-2016 and was linked
to Armenia’s former leadership.

Earlier this month, the Special In-
vestigative Service (SIS) moved to ar-
rest Poghosian after accusing him of
abusing his powers to enrich himself.
Security officers searched his Yerevan
villa and offices on April 18.

Poghosian denies the charges as
politically motivated. He said through his
office last week that he currently resides
inMoscow. But he did not clarify whether
he is planning to return to Armenia.

An SIS spokeswoman, Marina
Ohanjanian, told RFE/RL’s Armenian
service on Sunday that Poghosian was
taken into custody in the northwestern
Russianregion of Karelia. Shesaid inves-
tigators will request his extradition to
Armenia. The Office of the Prosecutor-
General said it is already putting together
a package of relevant documents that
will be sent to Russia.

Russian law-enforcement authori-
ties did not publicly confirm and com-
ment on Poghosian’s reported arrest as
of Monday afternoon.

The SIS claims that the 42-year-
old Poghosian embezzled, through indi-

viduals and companies linked to him, at
least 64.2 million drams ($132,000) in
public funds. It also accuses him of
givingprivileged treatmentto areal estate
valuation firm that was contracted by the
Service for the Mandatory Execution of
Judicial Acts (SMEJA) in 2014.

The firm was allegedly a subsidiary
of shadowy companies set up by
Poghosian in Panama in 2011. Citing
leaked documents widely known as the
Panama Papers, an Armenian investiga-
tive website reported in April 2016 that
Poghosian controls three such compa-
nies registered in the Central American
state.

Poghosian dismissed the report.
Nevertheless, he resigned as SMEJA
chief shortly afterwards, despite con-
tinuing to deny any wrongdoing. A year
later, he was elected to the former Arme-
nian parliament on the ticket of ex-Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian’s Republican Party.

Armenia Marks 104th Anniversary of the Genocide

Continued frompage 1

hideous that it is difficult to name
them...people whose little children are
murdered and their women raped." In a
letter to Cleveland Dodge, who led the
congressionally chartered Near East Re-
lief organization headquartered in New
York City, President Roosevelt stated
further that it "was the greatest crime of
the war, and failure to act against Turkey
is to condone it..." Through the efforts of
the Near East Relief, over $2.5 billion (in
2019 dollars) was raised at the time to
help the survivors of the first genocide of
the twentieth century.

While this year's statement re-
flected a dictionary definition of geno-
cide and also used an Armenian expres-
sion, Medz Yeghern, it fell short of
President Ronald Reagan's declarative
statement in 1981: "Like the genocide of
the Armenians before it, and the geno-
cide of the Cambodians which followed
it - and like too many other such perse-
cutions of too many other peoples - the
lessons of the Holocaust must never be
forgotten."

Following is the official text of the
White House release:

Statement by the President on
Armenian Remembrance Day 2019
Today, we commemorate the Meds

Yeghern and honor the memory of those
who suffered in one of the worst mass
atrocities of the 20th century. Beginning
in 1915, one and a half million Armenians
were deported, massacred, or marched
to their deaths in the final years of the
Ottoman Empire. On this day of remem-
brance, we again join the Armenian com-
munity in America and around the world
in mourning the many lives lost.

On this day, we also honor and
recognize the work of those who tried to
end the violence, as well as those who
sought to ensure atrocities like this would
not be repeated, like human rights activist
and lawyer Raphael Lemkin. Werecall the
contributions of generous Americans who
helped save lives and rebuild Armenian
communities. As we honor the memory
of those who suffered, we also draw
inspiration from the courage and resil-
iency of the Armenian people who, in the
face of tremendous adversity, built vi-
brant communities around the world, in-
cluding in the United States.

We pledge to learn from past trag-
edies so as to not to repeat them. We
welcome the efforts of Armenians and
Turks to acknowledge and reckon with
their painful history. And we stand with
the Armenian people in recalling the lives
lost during the Meds Y eghern and reaffirm
our commitment to a more peaceful world.

April 24,2019

were moved to two holding centers near
Ankara.

Following the passage of Tehcir
Law on 29 May 1915, the Armenian
leaders, except for the few who were

able to return to Constantinople, were
gradually deported and assassinated. The
date 24 April is commemorated as Geno-
cide Remembrance Day by Armenians
around the world.
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Rep. Schiff Statement in Recognition

of the Armenian Genocide

LOS ANGELES -- Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Glendale), Vice Chair of the
Armenian-American Caucus, released a statement in recognition of the
Armenian Genocide:

“104 years ago, the Ottoman Empire murdered 1.5 million Armenians in
the first genocide of the 20th century. That is a stark and terrible fact, one on
which there is no debate. The facts of the genocide were recorded in real time
by our diplomats who watched the slaughter in horror.

“It is shameful that presidents from both parties, including President
Trump today, have issued statements that describe the facts of the genocide,
but stop short of calling it what it was. The denial of the genocide is an enduring
wound to the Armenian people who descended from survivors to build lives
here in the United States, in Armenia, and around the world.

“For far too long, Turkey has been allowed to exercise a veto on the U.S.
government's recognition of the genocide. That has always been outrageous,
but as Turkey sinks into dictatorship, purchases Russian missile defense
systems, and even assaults Americans on our soil, it is simply a farce. It must
end.

“Nearly 90 members of the House have already joined as cosponsors of]
the Armenian Genocide resolution, and we will continue to build on this
support. The truth is on our side. The memory of those who were lost is on
our side. The resilience and strength of the Armenian people to survive and
rebuild is on our side. Today we remember the victims of Armenian Genocide
and we affirm the survival and flourishing of the Armenian people. Tomorrow,
we get back to work to secure full recognition, and we will never rest until we

succeed.”

Iraqi Muslim Spiritual Leaders Call on Turkey
to Apologize for Armenian Genocide

BAGHDAD -- On April 15, Am-
bassador of Armenia to Iraq, Hrachya
Poladian received the Chairman of the
National Council of Iraq, Shaykh Yousif
Al-Nasri, members of the Supreme
Standing Committee for Co-existence
and Community Peace of Iraqi Govern-
ment, as well as the delegation of clergy-
men accompanying them.

In the course of the meeting, the
Muslim spiritual leaders presented works
aimed at strengthening the cooperation
between national and religious minority
communities in Iraq, underlining the in-
valuable role of the Iraqi Armenian com-
munity and the Armenian Apostolic
Church in Iraq, especially during the war
and its post-war period.

7T

Issues related to the Armenian
Genocide were discussed at the meeting
with spiritual leaders. Shaykh Y ousif Al-
Nasri, strongly condemned the inhu-
mane crime committed in the Ottoman
Empire, underliningthat the current Turk-
ish authorities should ask the Armenian
people for forgiveness for their sake.

At the end of the meeting, the
spiritual leaders conveyed their greetings
and best wishes to Catholicos of All
Armenians Karekin II, emphasizing the
importance of the treatment by the Iraqi
authorities on religious and ethnic mi-
norities in Iraq, highlighting the necessity
of developing links to the interfaith soli-
darity of the two peoples in Iraq's multi-
national and multi-dimensional mosaic.

Armenian Genocide Martyrs Monument Sign
on Pomona Freeway Downed

MONTEBELLO — Passing cars
noticed that the wooden sign post of
Armenian Genocide Martyrs Monument
on Pomona freeway installed by Caltrans
was laying on the ground.

This manifestation of probable
vandalism comes on the eve of the

104th anniversary of The Genocide,
when Los Angeles area Armenians
visit the Montebello Monument site and
lay wreaths in memory of their ances-
tors who were the victims of Genocide
perpetrated by the Turkish govern-
ment.

www.massispost.com

April 27, 2019

Armenian Genocide Conference Held in
Italian Parliament

ROME — The Italian Chamber of
Deputies hosted a conference on “Mets
Yeghern: A century after the Armenian
Genocide” organized by members of the
Italy-Armenia Parliamentary Friendship
Group.

Armenian Ambassador to Italy
Victoria Baghdasaryan delivered welcom-
ingremarks at the conference and thanked
the Deputies for the adoption of the
decision on the recognition of the Arme-
nian Genocide in the Chamber of Depu-
ties on April 10. The Ambassador stated
that the process of international condem-
nation and recognition of the Armenian
Genocide continues which must be a
serious signal that the denialist behavior

it Bl
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on this matter has no place in the value
system of the 21st century.

She added that by this step the
Italian side reaffirmed its commitments
assumed by the UN Convention on Pre-
vention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide and determination to the uni-
versal values.

A number of Italian political, scien-
tific and cultural representatives deliv-
ered speeches at the conference, high-
lighting the importance of the adoption of
the Armenian Genocide recognition de-
cision which will contribute to raising
awareness on the Genocide among the
Italian public and political circles and
preventing similar crimes in the future.

Knights & Daughters of Vartan Announce
Essay Contest Winners In Conjunction with
Times Square Commemoration

NEW YORK, NY — Three college
students of Armenian descent were se-
lected as the 2019 winners of the Knights
& Daughters of Vartan Annual Essay
Contest that is organized annually in
honor of the Armenian Genocide.

This year’s question how has cre-
ative expression—Iliterature, music, cin-
ema, visual arts—enhanced your per-
sonal understanding of the Armenian
Genocide? delivered thought-provoking
responses from applicants who live
around the world. A panel of judges
selected first place winner Andrew
Panosian of La Crescenta, California,
second place winner Garine Kamajian of
Indian Shores, Florida and third place
winner Lilit Arsenyan of Yerevan, Arme-
nia.

Panosian, a graduate of Crescenta
Valley High School and a current fresh-
man at Glendale Community College,
focused his essay on Kay Mouradian’s
book My Mother’s Voice and tied it into
his own personal journey.

“Our stories attract readers and
teach them how to push through the pain
and learn from it, along with staying
positive throughout the struggle, because
doing so makes the villains lose with zeal.
Indeed, Mouradian’s book has devoted
fans for this very reason. Moreover,
my local community has been drawn
to this novel because of these teach-
ings, leading to the creation of a play
based on the book with the blessing of
the author...Because of that, Kay
Mouradian’s My Mother’s Voice is an
influential read, and one that makes the
Armenian Genocide a valuable lesson for
humans to learn from. Maybe someday

there can be less hate and more happi-
ness in both our novels and our world.”

Second place winner Kamajian, a
junior studying mass communications at
the University of South Florida-Tampa,
created a parallel between the music of
Aram Khachaturian and the tragedy of
the Armenian Genocide.

“From the wild chaos of the Sabre
Dance, tothe lyrical magic of the Gayaneh
Ballet, I see the violence and beauty that
once was theirs...Khachaturian dives
right in, with fast rhythm and anxiety-
driving tones, just like how the Turkish
soldiers stormed right in on the Arme-
nians without any warning. In the middle
of the song, Khachaturian slows down
the rhythm and adds in more melodious
tunes of a flute, mixing it with the faded
background of the pulsating beats of the
kettle drums. I can relate the flute melody
to the beauty of how Armenians still
carried on God’s faith throughout the
torture of the genocide...”

Third place winner Lilit Arsenyan,
a freshman at Yerevan Brusov State
University of Languages and Social Sci-
ences, fused the melodies of Komitas
with her childhood experiences at the
genocide memorial Tsitsernakaberd on
April 24.

“Standing at Tsitsernakaberd, she
lays flowers, respecting her grandpar-
ents’ sacred memory. She prays for
those who are far from their mother-
land, prays for those who remember
their home and especially for those who
can no longer come back to see
Armenia...The sky is weeping, her eyes

Continued onpage 4
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“The Art of Armenia: An Introduction”
an Illustrated Lecture by Dr. Christina
Maranci at Ararat-Eskijian-Museum

THE ARARAT-ESKIJIAN MUSEUM AND
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR ARMENIAN STUDIES AND RESEARCH

Present

THE ART OF ARMENIA: AN INTRODUCTION
An Illustrated Lecture by

Dr. Christina Maranci
Arthur H. Dadian and Ara Oztemel Professor of

Armenian Art and Architecture, Tufts Universify

Sunday, April 28, 2019, at 4:00 p.m.

Ararat-Eskijian Museum —Sheen Chapel
15105 Mission Hills Road

Mission Hills, CA

MISSION HILLS — The Ararat-
Eskijian-Museum, The National Asso-
ciation for Armenian Studies and Re-
search (NAASR), present “The Art of
Armenia: An Introduction” an [llustrated
Lecture by Dr. Christina Maranci Arthur
H. Dadian and Ara Oztemel Professor of
Armenian Art and Architecture, Tufts
University .

Sunday, April 28, 2019, at 4:00
PM. Ararat-Eskijian Museum—Sheen
Chapel 15105 Mission Hills Road Mis-
sion Hills, CA

Armenia has a material history and
visual culture that reaches back to the
Paleolithicera. Prof. Christina Maranci’s
newly published “The Art of Armenia:
An Introduction”, provides a survey of
the arts of Armenia from antiquity to the
early modern times. It covers a wide
range of media, including architecture,
stone sculpture, works in metal, wood,
and cloth, manuscript illumination, and
ceramic arts, and places Armenian art
within broad historical, archaeological,
and cultural contexts. The Art of Arme-
nia offers students, scholars, and heri-
tage readers of the Armenian commu-
nity something long desired but never
before available: a complete and au-
thoritative introduction to 3000 years of
Armenian art, archaeology, architec-
ture, and design.

Christina Maranci is Arthur H.

Dadian and Ara T. Oztemel Professor of
Armenian Art and serves as Chair of the
Department of Art and Art History at
Tufts University, as well as an academic
adviser to the Armenian Museum of
America and to NAASR. She has pub-
lished and lectured widely, having
authored three previous monographs and
over seventy essays, articles, and re-
views, including the books Medieval
Armenian Architecture: Constructions
of Race and Nation (2001) and Vigilant
Powers: Three Churches of Early Medi-
eval Armenia (2015). For the latter work
in 2016 she received from NAASR the
Dr. Sona Aronian Book Prize for Excel-
lence in Armenian Studies. Her work
combines scholarship on the history of
Armenian art and architecture with ad-
vocacy for at-risk Armenian heritage,
particularly medieval monuments in the
Republic of Turkey.

Copies of Art of Armenia: An In-
troduction by Dr. Christina Maranci will
be available for purchase.

Admission free (Donations appre-
ciated), reception following the program.

For more information call the
Ararat-Eskijian Museumat 747-500-7584
or email eskijian@ararat-eskijian-
museum.com

This event will be Live Streamed,
follow upon Facebook or Ararat-Eskijian
Museum.com

Nominees for the 2019 Aurora Prize named

YEREVAN --The Aurora Prize for
Awakening Humanity’s Selection Com-
mittee has named three outstanding 2019
Aurora Humanitarians, recognized for
performing acts of exceptional courage
and their commitment to saving human
life, the Prize website said in a statement.

The Selection Committee had cho-
sen the three Aurora Humanitarians from
719 nominations for 523 unique candi-
dates submitted from 72 countries, the
source added.

The 2019 Aurora Humanitarians
are:

* Mr. Mirza Dinnayi, Co-Founder
and Director of Luftbriicke Irak (Air
Bridge Iraq), humanitarian organization
that flies Yazidi victims from Iraq to
Germany for medical treatment.

e Mr. Zannah Bukar Mustapha,
lawyer, Director and Founder of Future
Prowess Islamic Foundation — a school
that provides education to some of the
most deprived children in Maiduguri,
Nigeria.
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* Ms. Huda Al-Sarari, lawyer and
activist. Huda Al-Sarari is a brave and
inspiring Yemeni human rights activist,
who singlehandedly investigates, exposes
and challenges a clandestine network of
secret prisons run by foreign governments
in Yemen, where thousands of men and
boys have faced arbitrary detention.

As the source reminds the 2019
Aurora Prize ceremony will take place
during the first Aurora Forum, an ambi-
tious and sweeping week of activities,
which will be held on October 14-21,
2019, in Yerevan, Armenia, highlighting
the best of the world’s social, scientific,
educational and humanitarian practices.

April 27, 2019

NAASR To Hold 65th Assembly on May 4

EVENTS & NEWS

BELMONT -- The National Asso-
ciation for Armenian Studies and Re-
search invites the public to attend its 65th
Annual Assembly of Members on Satur-
day, May 4, 2019, at First Armenian
Church, Nahigian Hall, 380 Concord
Avenue, Belmont, MA, convening at 12
noon, with luncheon beginning at 12:15
pm.

This event will feature the progress
on NAASR’s state-of-the-art headquar-
ters, research center, and global hub for
Armenian Studies through the proximity
of First Armenian Church to the con-
struction site across the street, as well as
through a detailed presentation from
NAASR’s talented architectural, engi-
neering, and design team of Symmes,
Maini & McKee Associates (SMMA),
whose Presidentand CEO is Ara Krafian.

NAASR Board Chairman, Yervant
Chekijian of Watertown, MA, will give
welcoming remarks and report on the
progress of the Building on Our Legacy
Campaign as well as other important
NAASR initiatives and plans for the fu-
ture. Following the luncheon, the SMMA
team will highlight special design fea-
tures and progress on NAASR’s new
headquarters, which will be named the
NAASR Vartan Gregorian Building in
honor ofthe renowned academic, scholar,
historian, and philanthropist.

BOOKSTORE

MAASH PUBLICATIONS BUAHDMEIAN LIBHARY GRANTS & ACADEMIC OUT

The luncheon, featured presenta-
tion, and NAASR business sessions are
open to the public, though only NAASR
members with dues paid for the current
year are eligible to vote. To make lun-
cheon reservations for the Assembly,
send an email to hq@naasr.org, or mail
registration and luncheon fee to NAASR,
395 Concord Ave., Belmont, MA 02478,
or register online  through
www.naasr.org. Reservations are due
by April 26, and the luncheon fee is
$18.00 per person

NAASR Organizational Reports and
Elections

Following the luncheon and pre-
sentation by the SMMA team, the busi-
ness session of the Assembly will con-
vene with presentations on NAASR’s
ongoing activities to advance Armenian
Studies, research, and publication.
NAASR Board Chairman Yervant
Chekijian will chair the business session,
and Stepan Piligian of Westford, MA,
will serve as Secretary.

The Assembly will also include
reports on organizational, informational,
academic, and financial matters as well
as an election of Directors. In addition,
the Assembly's special committees on
Nominations, Constitution and Rules,
New Business and Resolutions, and Au-
diting will present their reports.

Knights & Daughters of Vartan Announce

Continued frompage 3

are weeping, her soul is weeping as
Komitas’ lyrics storm her mind and take
her heart away...”

The names of the winners and
excerpts of their essays will be read at the
104th annual Armenian Genocide Com-
memoration, in an event sponsored by
the Knights & Daughters of Vartan and
co-sponsored by the Armenian General
Benevolent Union (AGBU), Armenian
Assembly of America (AAA), Armenian
National Committee of American (ANCA),
ADL-Ramgavars (ADL) and the Arme-
nian Council of America.

Headlining the event with a spe-
cial cultural performance is Elie
Berberyan, who will sing “Ils Sont
Tombes” (They Fell), to pay homage
to the memory of the martyrs, as well
as the late singer who passed away
late last year. The historical event
will also feature the poetry of the
renowned Hovhannes Shiraz, “Intz
Guh Moranam” (I Forget Myself) set
to music by Majag Toshikian. The
third song, “Hayer Miatzek” (Arme-
nians Unite), by Gusan Haykazun, “is
a diasporan message to send to all
Armenians to remain a united front”
according to Berberian. He cites the

message of peace and love in the song.

Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer (D-NY), Senator Robert
Menendez (D-NJ), and Congressman
Frank Pallone (D-NJ) are all confirmed
to attend and to speak to the crowd of
supporters.

Students from the Holy Martyrs
Armenian Day School (HMADS) in
Bayside, New York and the Hovnanian
Armenian Day School in New Milford,
New Jersey, will sing Armenian cultural
and patriotic songs. Special performances
by the Astghikner Vocal Ensemble of
Brooklyn Armenian School and the
Yerevan Dance Ensemble of Brooklyn
Armenian School will also take place.
Official Armenian Genocide shirts will
be donated by Christopher Jamgotchian,
who owns XI Apparel.

The commemoration will be led by
the masters of ceremonies Armen
McOmber, Esq. and Nvair Beyerian,
who will guide the program as the Arme-
nian Diaspora continues its unyielding
efforts to remember, to honor and to
educate the world about this catastrophic
event in Armenian history that took place
in 1915 and claimed the lives of almost 2
million Armenians — a piece of history
that goes unrecognized to this day by the
Turkish government.
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We will continue to stand by your side and

secure your family and business with our

full range of insurance policies.
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INSURANCE SERVICES

Since 1975, we have proudly served
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PERSONALIZED QUOTE

(818) 500 9585
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MaronianInsurance.com
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Donation: $60

For tickets please call
Karine (818) 324-0574

Organized by the Homenmen Ladies Auxiliary

%fﬁf//{d

Saturday, May 4, 2019
At 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

N

//

) ~ BABYLON MEDITERRANEAN RESTAURANT
162 N. Sierra Madre Blvd., Pasadena
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