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In Celebration of the 40th Anniversary of Its Founding

AGBU SATAMIAN THEATRE GROUP
(FORMERLY ARDAVAZT)
presents

HOTEL_PARADISO

A comedy in 3 acts by
GEORGES FEYDEAU and MAURICE DESVALIERE

Directed by
KRIKOR SATAMIAN

Sndubinp uwpbp b wwwhndly / Tickets available at:
WWW.AGBUPAC.ORG/CALENDAR

Uniinph Unitp /Donation $30

JUNE 15-16 / 22-23, 2019

AGBU Vatche & Tamar Manoukian
Performing Arts Center

2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena, CA 91104
Saturday performances at 8:00 pm, Sundays at 6:00 pm
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Armenia Commemorates First Republic Day
at Sardarapat Memorial

YEREVAN (ARKA) -- Armenia’s
top leadership visited on Tuesday the
Sardarapat Memorial to honor the
memory of the heroes of the great May
battles that took place 101 years ago.

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan, President Armen Sarkissian,
Parliament Speaker Ararat Mirzoyanand
Catholicos of All Armenians Karekin II,
laid wreaths at the bell tower, symboliz-
ing the revival of the Armenian people.

Pashinyan noted in his speech that
by their selfless participation in the May
battles and the proclamation of indepen-
dence Armenian political and public fig-
ures made their irreplaceable contribu-

tion to the restoration of statehood and
the formation of the Republic, and also
saved part of the Armenian people that
had survived the genocide.

“Every year we come here to say
that we are aware of our historical re-
sponsibility before the heroes of the
Sardarapat, Bash-Aparan and Karakilisa
battles. We come to say that blood was
not shed in vain, and their descendants
continue to live on this land, to prove that
we are a viable people, and that any
attempt to put an end to our existence is
doomed to failure," he said.

Continued onpage 3

Armenia and China Sign Visa Waiver,
Extradition Treaty

-3

(2@

YEREVAN — The foreign minis-
ters of Armenia and China signed an
agreement on visa-free travel between
their countries after holding talks in
Yerevan on Sunday.

The agreement will allow Arme-
nian and Chinese citizens to visit and stay
in each other’s country visa-free for up
to 90 days.

Armenia and China also signed a
treaty on extradition and a protocol for
food safety, veterinary sector and plant
protection on honey exported from Ar-
menia to China.

“We reconfirm our determination
to develop our relations based on mutual

respect between our two nations. As old
civilizations, we know each other well,”
the Armenian foreign ministry said in a
statement.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
stressed the importance of the deal when
he met with Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi later in day. He said it will spur
people-to-people and commercial con-
tacts between the two nations.

Pashinyan also noted his May 14-
15 visit to Beijing during which met with
China’s President Xi Jinping and Premier
Li Keqiang. “I am glad that as a result of

Continued onpage 3

Christian Religious Leaders
Strike Deal to Restore the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher in Jerusalem

JERUSALEM (cruxnow.com) -
The three churches in charge of
Jerusalem’s holiest Christian site say
they have reached an agreement to begin
a multi-million dollar renovation of the
Church of the Holy Sepulcher.

Leaders of the Greek Orthodox,
Catholic and Armenian churches issued
a statement Monday announcing the
project to restore the foundations and
flooring of the church, where Christian
tradition says Jesus was crucified, en-
tombed and resurrected.

A Greek team headed the 2016
restoration project to preserve the

aedicule, a large structure inside the
church housing the tomb.

“This project comes immediately
after the positive outcome of the project
for the restoration of the Holy Tomb
itself. It marks and confirms the Com-
munities’ ongoing commitment to the
maintenance and rehabilitation of this
Holiest place, which in its silence and
bareness, eloquently proclaims the very
essence of our Faith,” the church leaders
said in a joint statement.

“The project will be carried out in

Continued onpage 4

Gagik Harutiunian Head of Armenia’s
Supreme Judicial Council Has Resigned

YEREVAN—Gagik Harutyunyan,
the head of Armenia’s Supreme Judicial
Council resigned on Friday, citing recent
days’ developments that followed the
government’s strong criticism of the
Armenian judiciary.

In a letter publicized by his spokes-
man, Harutiunyan said he no longer finds
it “expedient” to head the Supreme Judi-
cial Council (SJC) “in view of ongoing
developments relating to the judicial au-
thority and courts and my concerns
expressed in that regard through the
media on May 20.”

“I wish you continued fruitful ac-
tivities in the establishment of an inde-
pendent judicial authority befitting a rule-
of-law state,” read the letter addressed to
members of the council.

The concerns cited by Harutiunyan
followed Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan’s May 19 appeal to his sup-
porters to block the entrances to all court
buildings in the country. The appeal
came the day after a Yerevan court
ordered former President Robert
Kocharyanreleased fromjail pending the
outcome of his trial on coup and corrup-
tion charges. The court’s decision an-
gered many allies and supporters of
Pashinyan.

Speaking at a May 20 meeting with
senior state officials, Pashinyan said that

Armenian courts remain linked to “the
former corrupt system” and distrusted
by the population. He announced plans
for a mandatory “vetting” of all judges.
Many of them should resign even before
the start of such a process, the prime
minister said.

Harutiunyan was among the offi-
cials invited to the emergency meeting.
However, he did not attend it because of
being unable to leave the SJC building in
downtown Yerevan blockaded by gov-
ernment loyalists.

The SJC was formed just over a
year ago in accordance with sweeping
constitutional changes enacted in 2015.

Continued onpage 4
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Armenia, China to Lift Visa Requirements

YEREVAN — Armenian govern-
ment on Thursday approved the pro-
posal on mutual removal of visa require-
ments with China.

Armenian and Chinese citizens
will be able stay, travel or use coun-
tries’ territories for transit purposes
for 90 days in 180-day period without
a visa, deputy foreign minister Grigor
Hovhannisyan informed during the
Armneian Cabinet session. He said it also
commits the two states to quickly de-
porting travelers “abusing” the new rules.

“The signing of the agreement is
expected to lead to more active commer-
cial, business and tourism contacts be-
tween the two countries and a more
effective use of the potential existing in
this area,” added Hovannisian.

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pahsinyan, in his turn, said that the
agreement about lifting visas was reached

during his recent visit to Beijing.

“We hope that it will invigorate
relations between our countries and
Armenia’s citizens will be able to visit
China without obstacles,” he told the
weekly cabinet meeting in Yerevan.

According to Pahsinyan, the Chi-
nese side informed that the draft agree-
ment had already passed all the neces-
sary procedures and is ready for signing.
He informed that the document is planned
to be signed during Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi’s upcoming visit to
Yerevan.

Some 8,500 Chinese citizens vis-
ited Armenia in 2018, according to na-
tional statistical committee of Armenia.

China is Armenia’s second largest
trading partner. According to official
Armenian statistics, Chinese-Armenian
trade soared by over 29 percent in 2018,
to $771 million.

Former Regime Affiliated Yerevan University
Rector Aram Simonyan Resigns

YEREVAN (RFE/RL)— The long-
serving rector of Yerevan State Univer-
sity (YSU), Aram Simonyan, stepped
down on Thursday after months of pres-
sure from the Armenian government.

Simonyan announced his resigna-
tion at a meeting of the top professors of
Armenia’s oldest and largest university.

“Tensions around the university
are not easing and are on the contrary
rising further,” he said in a speech pub-
licized by the YSU administration. “The
country’s supreme authorities are alleg-
ing that [ am clinging to this chair to stay
on. That’s ridiculous.”

“Even if I don’t resign today that
[resignation] will be engineered through
aviolationofthelaw anyway,” he claimed.
“I am already aware that they are going
to fully change the composition of the
[YSU] Board of Trustees so that they can
revel in firing me. [ will not give them that
pleasure.”

Simonyan has been under mounting
pressure to step down since last spring’s
“velvetrevolution” that toppled Armenia’s
former government with which he had
close political ties. Critics, among them
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, have long
accused him of placing YSU under the
strong influence of the former ruling Re-
publican Party (HHK).

The 63-year-old historian joined
the HHK in 1997, nine years before
becoming university rector.

In December, a government body
implicated the YSU administration in se-
rious financial irregularities. The Arme-
nian police likewise alleged in February

that Simonyan has embezzled Y SU funds
and engaged in other corrupt practices
over the past decade.

Simonyan, who has still not been
formally charged with any crime, re-
jected the allegations as politically moti-
vated. He said that he will not resign
before serving out his current term in
office in 2020.

The Board of Trustees narrowly
failed to sack the rector when it met in
late February.

Nevertheless, the government kept
up the pressure. Pashinyan declared in
March that the government has made a
“political decision” to get rid of univer-
sity heads who “turned the system of
higher education into party cells and
locked the doors for students.”

Pashinyan earlier accused the YSU
administration of preventing students
from joining his street protests against
the former government launched in April
2018. He charged at the time that YSU
has become an HHK “lair.”
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Mkhitaryan Europa League Case
Slammed in UK Parliament

LONDON -- The decision for
Arsenal's Armenian playmaker Henrikh
Mkhitaryan not to travel to Baku for next
week's Europa League Final against
Chelsea due to tensions in the region has
been criticized in the UK House of Com-
mons.

Arsenal and Mkhitaryan made the
decision earlier this week amid fears as to
how his safety could be guaranteed on
the pitch. The possible impact of an
enhanced security presence on his team-
mates was also viewed as a problem for
Arsenal.

UEFA has been roundly criticised
for its response to Arsenal's difficulties,
which first became apparent when
Mkhitaryan felt unable to travel to
Azerbaijan for a group stage game against
Qarabag, and indeed the decision to hand
the final to Baku in September 2017.

The scandal has threatened to over-
shadow the European final next week,
with Azerbaijani officials resoundingly
accused by several sections of the foot-
ball community of blurring the line be-

tween politics and sport.

The debate has now made it to the
highest level of the UK government, as
Deputy Leader of the Labour Party and
shadow Culture Secretary, Tom Watson,
discussed the matter in a session at the
House of Commons on Thursday.

"UEFA's inclusion and diversity
policy says the following: 'Everybody
has the right to enjoy football, no matter
who you are, where you are from or how
you play" Watson said.

"Butnext week Henrikh Mkhitaryan
will miss the match of a lifetime because
he's from Armenia and Arsenal fans with
Armenian names are being denied visas
to travel to Baku. This is a scandal. It's a
deeply ugly side to the beautiful game.

"If I was Secretary of State, I
would make clear to UEFA that it's
completely unacceptable, so will the
Minister demand that UEFA ensures that
countries that force players to choose
between their sport and their safety and
discriminate against traveling fans will
never be allowed to host future events."

First Ever Armenian Made TVs
to Hit Market Soon

YEREVAN
In a few days, a
monumental and
historic mile-
stone will be re-
cordedinthe Ar- [ 8
menian tech in- [
dustry. —
The first
ever Armenian- |,
made TVs will
hitthemarket as [
the joint Arme- [
nian-Lebanese- ||
Syrian Interna-
tional Manufac-
turing Group (IMG) is introducing
itsADAMIAN flat-screentelevisions
sets.

IMG CEO Ramy Judy told report-
ers in the company’s assembly plant in
Armenia sMerdzavan that in afew days
the TVswill beavailablein mgjor stores
across the country.

“Wearecurrently assembling 100-
150 sets a day,” he said.

According to the CEO, despite the
factory’ sinaugurationhavingtakenplace
in December of 2018, they began pro-
duction only in May, since they were
awaiting a governmental customs privi-
lege for imports.

“We were waiting for the
government’s issuance of customs
privileges, because the price that we

[

promised couldn’t have been provided
if we were to pay customs duties. The
government granted the privilege in
April,” Judy said.

Now, the home appliances manu-
facturer is importing equipment and the
TVs are assembled in Armenia. But IMG
seeks further development.

In one and a half months, the
company will start assembling air condi-
tioners, and then also washing machines,
refrigerators. The Armenian-made ACs,
fridges and washing machines will be
marketed under the AIO brand.

The Armenian-made home appli-
ances will also be exported.

The market price and technical
characteristics of the TVs was not im-
mediately available.
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ANIMOSITY
TOWARDS
ARMENIANS

By Hagop A. Keuchkarian

Very often, during political discus-
sions in different societies, [ have always
been asked about the problem between
Armenians and Azerbaijanis, most of the
time, my answer was short and brief
“It’s a conflict over disputed lands which
is not solved so far”. This answer seemed
unsatisfactory to my interlocutors, and
eventually they insisted on asking the
same question in different words; why
do you, Armenians, have so much ani-
mosity against the Azerbaijani people? In
my turn, I used to answer, Armenians
never had, and we will never have any
enemy, yet we will never surrender our
rightto self-determination and resistance.

Until a while ago, my answers were
unchanged, and straight to point, how-
ever it seemed that what I thought and
expressed was not absolutely realistic.

Recently, the worldwide football
community was in the forefront of an
unprecedented act. The English Arsenal
Team Administration appealed the
Azerbaijani regime asking the Aliyev au-
thorities to create a safe atmosphere and
to prevent the dangers that threaten the
safety of the Armenian football player
Henrikh Mkhitaryan during his visit to
Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan, where
the final match of the European League
will take place on May 29.

The Aliyev regime failed to proved
the necessary assurances.

This incident, summed up in few
lines, reveals much more than it seems.
This Azerbaijani act reflects the underde-

veloped Azerbaijani culture, mostly based
on intolerance, hatred and vandalism.

First, this unprecedented acts to-
tally contradicts with the UEFA’s objec-
tive of “Gathering the humanity around
this beautiful game”, and opposes FIFA’s
“No to Racism” slogan. In this context,
I would like to mention that Arsenal’s
appeal itself was enough to indicate the
intolerance of the Azerbaijani people and
government.

Politically, this may have more than
one explanation:

1- The Azerbaijani government not
onlyis against Mkhitaryan’s visitto Baku,
but also this regime is afraid of the
dangerous consequences that may oc-
cur during this visit.

Logically speaking, ensuring the
security of the Armenian athlete should
not seem to be a difficult task for a
sovereign country, however what makes
this task almost impossible is the nega-
tive perception of the Azerbaijani people.

2- Through this act, Aliyev recon-
structed the image of the “Armenian
Enemy” in the collective consciousness
of the Azerbaijani people.

3- Aliyev totally realizes that the
stability of his power is thoroughly inter-
related with the continuity of the war on
Artsakhborders. Inother words, Aliyev’s
authority lacks all sources of legitimacy,
thus the only way to keep his power is
through re-fabricating an artificial en-
emy.

Yes, my answers were not abso-
lutely realistic; the conflict is much
broader than “land”.

Armenia Commemorates First Republic Day

Continued frompage 1

According to the prime minister,
the Armenian people, inspired by the
Sardarapat, Bash-Aparan, and Karakilisa
battles, continue to achieve success in
various fields - from culture to sports,
from military affairs to politics.

"Citizens inspired by the heroes of
the May battles established their power
and became the masters of their country.
Every citizen, member of the govern-
ment and parliament, the head of the local
administration and the judge must under-
stand that there is no place for corruption
in Aram Manukyan's homeland," he said.

According to him, every corrupt
official betrays the heroes of Sardarapat,
Bash-Aparan and Karakilisa battles.

“We, inspired by their feat, will
establish justice, the rule of law, and
national unity based on legality and mu-
tual respect,” he stressed.

As part of the commemorative
events, a monument dedicated to the 140th
anniversary of one of the founders of the
First Republic, the Minister of Internal
Affairs Aram Manukyan, was unveiled.

Armenia was declared an indepen-
dent state on May 28, 1918, by the
Armenian National Council seated thenin
Thilisi (Georgia) after the collapse of the
Transcaucasian Democratic Federative
Republic. Hovhannnes Kajazanuni was
the country's prime minister.

The first independent Armenian
state existed until December 2, 1920
when it was seized by the Bolsheviks .

Armenia and China Sign Visa Waiver

Continued frompage 1

our discussions we reached concrete
agreements on developing mutually ben-
eficial cooperation,” he said, according
to his press office.

“We are prepared for and intent on
deepening mutually beneficial coopera-
tion with Armenia,” Wang said for his
part.

Official Armenian statements on
the talks suggest that Wang’s meetings
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Consul General Baibourtian Participated in
the California International Trade Forum

SACRAMENTO -- On May 22-
23, Consul General Dr. Armen
Baibourtian took part in the interna-
tional forum organized by the Califor-
nia Chamber of Commerce in Sacra-
mento, California. The event was at-
tended by state leaders, senior officials
from the U.S. Department of Com-
merce, leaders of public and private
companies and Consuls General
from different countries. Consul
General Baibourtian also partici-
pated in the annual 94th breakfast
of the California Chamber of Com-
merce. It aims at bringing together
California’s top industry and gov-
ernment leaders to socialize and

discuss issues facing business, the
economy and government.

During those functions, Consul
General Armen Baibourtian expressed
his gratitude to Hon. Gavin Newsom,
Governor of California, for the taken
decision to allocate $5 million from the
state budget for the construction of
the Armenian-American Museum in
Glendale. They also discussed the ways
and means of enhancement of the Ar-
menia-California cooperation. Ambas-
sador Baibourtian and Ambassador
Eleni Kounalakis, Lieutenant Governor
of California, agreed to have a meeting
in near future to discuss the Armenia-
California partnership agenda.

4,000 Attend the USC Innovate Armenia
Program

INNOVATE ARMENIA —the fes-
tival of ideas and innovation —took place
at the University of Southern California
on May 18,2019. Organized by the USC
Institute of Armenian Studies, the pro-
gram featured fifty participants, from six
countries, and nearly 4,000 attendees.
This is the fourth time in five years that
this unique event has been staged by the
Institute.

“Innovate Armenia is an inclusive,
fun, provocative platform that tackles
the greatest challenge of any homeland-
diaspora relationship: how to better un-
derstand each other. Following the criti-
cal, radical changes in Armenia’s politics
last year, a discussion of policy remains
crucially needed both in Armenia and in
the Diaspora. This was a part of that
discussion. The rest — music, beer, cof-

fee, storytelling, chess — that’s all an
authentic but light reminder of who we
are and who we can be,” said Salpi
Ghazarian, director of the Institute.

Secretary of Armenia’s Security
Council Armen Grigoryan, Deputy For-
eign Minister of Karabakh Armine
Aleksanyan, Former Prime Minister Vache
Gabrielyan, Deputy Minister of Nature
Protection Irina Ghaplanyan, Deputy
Minister of Education Arevik Anapiosyan,
Minister of Healthcare Arsen Torosyan
spoke about security, policy, statehood,
the environment, and the economy.

Chess games featuring local Arme-
nian chess masters, craft beer from
Armenia and Los Angeles, coffee tastings
from Kavat and Henry’s House of Cof-
fee, were all part of the outdoor pro-
gramming.

with Pashinyan and Foreign Minister
Zohrab Mnatsakanyan focused on ways
of boosting Chinese-Armenian economic
ties. They specifically discussed Chinese

involvement in infrastructure imple-
mented in Armenia.

China is already Armenia’s second
largest trading partner.
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Society for Armenian Studies Awards Travel/
Research Grants to Five Graduate Students

SOCIETY FOR

ARMENIAN STUDIES

June 1, 2019

Drs. Vahe & Armine Meghrouni Donate
$600,000 for Costa Mesa St. Mary Armenian
Church New School Building

The Society for Armenian Studies
(SAS) established the “Graduate Re-
search and Conference Grants Program
for M.A. and Ph.D. Students” in 2019.
The aim of the grant program is to
provide resources for graduate students
to conduct research and present papers
at conferences. Grants of up to $500.00
are awarded semi-annually to eligible
graduate students. The inaugural group
of applicants were chosen by a selection
committee composed of members of the
SAS Executive Council.

Pauline Pechakjian, an M.A. stu-
dent at the University of Irvine, applied
for a travel grant to conduct research in
Armenia. Pauline’s M. A. thesis is entitled
“Rethinking ‘Repatriation’: A Social His-
tory of the Mass Migration of Diaspora
Armenians to Soviet Armenia, 1946-49.”

Julia Hintlian, a Doctoral candi-
date at Harvard University, applied for
a grant to participate in the “New Re-
search on Ancient Armenia: Second
Geneva Workshop for Graduate Stu-
dents and Postdoctoral Researchers”
at the University of Geneva, May 31-
June 1, 2019.

Hintlian will present a paper en-
titled: “Homegrown Flock: Rethinking
the Delayed Emergence of the Lamb of
God in Armenian Manuscript [llumina-
tion,” at the Geneva conference.

Nora Lessersohn, a Doctoral stu-
dent at University College London, is
working on a doctoral project, prelimi-
narily titled “Ambitions of an Ottoman
Armenian in America (1834-1895).” By
studying the life and intra-communal
encounters of Ottoman Armenian Ameri-
can Christopher Oscanyan, Lessersohn’s
research seeks to complicate “mono-
lithic portrayals of the past” and demon-
strate “the complex range of attitudes,
ideas, and norms within historical Arme-
nian, American and Ottoman societies.”
Her dissertation will focus on Oscanyan’s
publications, including an “Oriental Al-
bum” of photographs he produced dur-
ing the American Civil War.

Sargis Baldaryan, a Doctoral stu-
dent at Ca’ Foscari University of Venice,
is working on his doctoral thesis entitled
“In Pursuit of ‘the Most Precious Good’:
Armenian Commercial Manuals in the
Julfan Global Trade Network.” The SAS
grant will assist Baldaryan in attending
the “Sixth CEM International Graduate
Conference on Cultural Entanglement,
Transfer and Contention in Mediterra-
nean Communities” at Central European
University in Budapest, in May30-June
1, 2019. Baldaryan will present a paper

entitled “Exploring Early Modern Arme-
nian Business Correspondence: Mediter-
ranean Trade Through Letters Sent to
Hierapet di martin in Venice.”

Ani Yenokyan is a Doctoral stu-
dent in Art History and Theory and is a
junior researcher at the Mesrop
Mashtots Matenadaran, in Armenia.
Yenoyan’s doctoral thesis is entitled
“Armenian Printed Book Illustrations
in the 16th-18th Centuries.” The SAS
grant will provide support for Y enokyan
to attend the conference “New Re-
search on Ancient Armenia: Second
Geneva Workshop for Graduate Stu-
dents and Postdoctoral Researchers”
at the University of Geneva, May 31-
June 1, 2019, where she will present a
paper on “Armenian Printing as a Bridge
Between Late Medieval and Early Mod-
ern Armenian art.”

“This is the first time that SAS has
established such a grant,” noted SAS
President Bedross Der Matossian. “We
are glad that we are be able to help young
scholars in the field, whether by assisting
them in their research or helping them to
travel to conferences. We hope that in
the future we will be able to fund a larger
pool of applicants.”

The nextapplication cycle will have
a deadline of September 1, 2019.

The SAS Graduate and Research
Grant was made possible through the
generous institutional support of: the
Armenian Studies Program, University
of Michigan, Ann Arbor; the Armenian
Research Center, University of Michi-
gan, Dearborn; the Meghrouni Family
Presidential Chair in Armenian Studies,
University of California, Irvine; the
Hovannisian Chair of Modern Armenian
History, University of California, Los
Angeles; the Arthur H. Dadian and Ara
Oztemel Chair of Armenian Art & Ar-
chitecture, Tufts University; the Na-
tional Association for Armenian Studies
and Research (NAASR); the Armenian
Communities Department, Gulbenkian
Foundation; the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram, California State University,
Fresno; the Robert Aram, Marianne
Kaloosdian and Stephen and Marian
Mugar Chair in Armenian Genocide
Studies, Clark University; the Armenian
Studies Program, University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley; and the Institute of Arme-
nian Studies, University of Southern
California.

The Society of Armenian Studies is
aninternational body, composed of schol-
ars and students, whose aims are to
promote the study of Armenian culture

COSTA MESA — St. Mary Ar-
menian Church Pastor Archpriest Fr.
Moushegh Tashjian, the Parish Coun-
cil, the Trust Fund Board and Chair-
man of the Fund-Raising Committee,
Mr. Puzant O. Zorayan, announce with
deep gratitude and joy, Drs. Vahe &
Armine Meghrouni have pledged to do-
nate $600,000 to help build new school
building for the Armenian Saturday and
Sunday Schools, which will be named
“Drs. Vahe & Armine Meghrouni Arme-
nian School”. The Meghrounis have
recently made a down payment of
$203,000 towards their pledge. The
remaining pledge balance will be fulfilled
in the next two years.

St. Mary Armenian Church has
embarked on an $8 million new building
project which will include several phases.
Phase one, estimated to cost $2 million,
will include the construction of new
Armenian Saturday & Sunday School
classrooms, Pastor’s office, conference

room, and a library and will replace the
Fesjian Hall and the old classrooms.
Phase one will also include a renovation
of the exterior of the Sanctuary. Phase
two and three will cost $6 million and
include the construction of an impres-
sive banquet/assembly hall, courtyards,
parking with landscaping.

The Meghrounis a few years ago
made a princely donation of $1 million
and helped establish the Meghrouni Fam-
ily Presidential Chair in Armenian Studies
at UCI. The position is held by Professor
Houri Berberian, an expert in modern
Middle Eastern history. It is also the
wish of the generous donors to place a
special emphasis on the Western dialect
Armenian because that is what the vic-
tims of the Genocide spoke and it is at
risk of dying out.

The Meghrounis practiced medi-
cine — he as a radiologist, she as an
anesthesiologist — until their retire-
ment.

Gagik Harutiunian Has Resigned

Continued frompage 1

According to Armenia’s amended con-
stitution, its main mission is to “guaran-
tee the independence of the courts and
the judges.”

The council has the power to nomi-
nate virtually all new judges appointed by
Armenia’s president and parliament. It is
also empowered to take disciplinary ac-
tion against judges or have them termi-
nated altogether.

Harutiunyan, 71, headed the Arme-
nian Constitutional Court before until

being elected SJC chairman in February
2018 by the country’s former parliament
controlled by Serzh Sarkisian’s Republi-
can Party. The court has rarely handed
down rulings challenging the former
Armenian presidents.

In what may have been a related
development, Harutiunyan’s brother
Arzuman was dismissed as deputy direc-
tor of the National Security Service. No
official reason was given for the sacking
proposed by Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan and formalized by President
Armen Sarkissian.

Christian Religious Leaders Strike Deal

Continued frompage 1

two phases, a first stage of study for the
determination of the current situation of
the foundations and a second phase of
restoration of the foundations and of the
pavement of the church. Two Italian
academic and scientific institution of the
highest qualification shall carry out the
studies and execute the works under the
supervision of the joint committee of the

three Communities,” it continued.

The Church of the Holy Sepulcher
is shared by multiple Christian sects
under a status quo management agree-
ment. Even perceived alterations to the
status quo have resulted in arguments or
violence.

Jordan’s King Abdullah an-
nounced May 7 an offer to help with
the restoration of the church from his
own funds.

and society, including history, language,
literature, and social, political, and eco-
nomic questions; to facilitate the ex-
change of scholarly information pertain-
ing to Armenian studies around the world;
and to sponsor panels and conferences

on Armenian studies.

For membership information or
more information on the Society for
Armenian Studies, please visit the SAS
website at
societyforarmenianstudies.com.
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