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Uwnobtiu wylwntin th Gu wyn wnwiow nL |pht
Stiuwj 6wah| G wpbiihG dhGs nbn Onp Ep wdkh Yynnu:

NGn htnnitG (ubghl pw)y Gpb winbg Gpywpk
dwiwlwyh dwjnhl ntd jwbpdonptl pwlnwyninn,
Uww wnbuw) pk hGswtu whnbp, Giwh ntwh ybp
InnhgnGhG nkd whphé ntiptpb hpthg qébny:

Uwnobtiu wyluintin th Gu... UGnGp YwbqOwé Ehh OGS
Pwlwyh dp wtu wlywnp gpwhniwé ny nghnd,
Luw”0 EhG- ng, hwqwn, wGpht thG nL Yupdbu

Up pwqiwbwnp wopnhww® wyn pwbwyp qpnhnn:

UGwwuwdbh dwhw dp Yup 2ppbGpnih nkd winbg

- 8w’L kp, Ywpo'wn, mwnwww”Gp, WhGwp pwpn®y dp ybpoha.
@t Jwnh hp dktp wwpthwynn wbdtn Gpwq dp pnunp,
Gpwah wtu pbLwénn junpnipbwb Gpag dp waqhn:

Lwjniwépbbipnib dkp wlnbGg Gwhwb9h nnn swnbuwy,
Swwpwuiniphtlp wylnbn welwiénn png tp whptky,
Uhw)b ndwlp Ynwbipnih nmwy Ywnp wpgnilp pwpwgud,
- Qwhb| thG wiu wylpw, nt uwbkGpp pwngn Ep wjGwtu:

Uwnotiu wjlwintin th Gu... Uyn hGs wGinip hpwpny
UptiLl jwlGywnpé Swqbigwe, dhGs dniphl Ep snpu nha,

- Ruwl wuwnnbp (nténtbgul wuwmnwpnyhb dtp 3wjng
Bwnwqu)ptilt npwtugh witl qhtp ybpuwinhG:

Nt Gu dhOwy dGwgh... hwpdbw dntp Ep wlhpwithwg,
Nwnpdbw| gwt nt wphtl” wyouhb ke Gwjhpbwa,

- Uy nwpbpny GL pGndpwn dGp hnnhG oty whpbinniwé
Swuwnhybtpnia hbwn nuyh pnin dp Gnp hntGwn Yup hhdw:

Muwjwghwnh pwpdnilptl Gu Junniwb hntGdpp nbGuwj...

kkkkkhkhkkhkk

«hp wwnbbhG dGp Ywgniphilp, hp hGnbGLiwbpbbpny nt
hwiwlwywbniphtGGbpn 2wwn (we pdprOtghtG IGswybwbp,
uwluwjlb aGhp hwdwdhw squnlnitigwlp wyn wwnbh, Gu wjuon, otn
wwpwd YGwbpnp Yp hwuwmwwinth wlnbg ninhhG G20wnphun
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2UFEL MUSPrhUNE




uuupu

GUPUM@, 3NFLhU 15, 2019 - EQ 7

Uwhwythn

&

LPARULS @RS LU SNFE, MLl BRCHUELL

AUPGAFL |OANULUL PR R DEEE
ER-UUl SRR

i T 3

. TP UbUERRNY
& UrEUNE WAL
UrgY EICAMUEREL

MAVEALEL

SLAVYE <HELFSLEL

SNINLIRUP 15

any

UM kEWES TURFUrFINI TN
UWFPHTEY WArFUSR

weo ¥ J @
g y &

BNONEY MDTREREL
WRLMU FRERLALUL BRGE L

TIFELT WM R

Wb gt wlyuts Y bwiipl wn@be fp 5biplp o [Fhwl mbygfp ncibgus
bnimplhws by Guubphwl  Ephppibpncy SEH) dwep Quil wibwh
Swtigbp & Spunnupulng Fhoibbp, qpannFpoiibp be [FyfFulgne @ pisb
prws Eu: Uy widbpp Skmbbw jubph b,
l]nl[l[ulug[l ¢w[1uu)’ulq ll.lilnLilnl{ &uli:oﬂ, U'Lum[}!;nu Ul.upq_ulnuil E. l[uu)’
P-Lpppmmngh Qudpupdnd $ppagnp:

Uanwm ,Qlll‘gll.lpbluil:

bppumntugf dguly Upinn, npgp $upppl REgpobuwbfs, nepfy wlimcbing
I]l.uunl_ilg[l I]ll.lpE ][]wz[l[[ [[uu)' U‘[lillllll:

Mo 1fugl nbipduwly’ Udpun, npqp dupgwl $pppibbubf, nepp;
l.uilnl_ilnl[' uill[nl_m[l MNbwinu:

”-ﬂLFtiI, l‘1[1l1_[l Uﬁbwu lllu[uuuilimliulilﬁ:

II]l.up[_tb[uI_H[I Sn‘g[r'. ’Ill;mpnu, n[nH‘l '7][;2121!; ﬁ‘n[rnubwil[l:

”]olZnu‘ l‘1[1ll_[l U[’#‘”.{tl ’flouinubu.lil[l:

Ulpinfps* npgp 8mfSwlibu bphid buiif:

JuwBunwlyy Ypd by, npgp Zwd pupdnodfr:

l]ozlll.ul[ulp aF[uuquu)’, n[lq_[l []Ln[il[uuil U'nl_[uum[il.uil[n

buprembuwlpts: dhunpy, Upwphbpgh Upwd, npgf Guoposgbe
Ug oy g sstafo:

ﬂt/‘zlll.ul[ulil lLll.lpd'll.lpll.lil[I qQ.. ”-wuu.l[uuillll nLuulilanile;‘il‘ a[uu:f, n[nH’1
Up sl bl bubsfs:

I]l.u[uuﬁ[uulilt[l 1)’4‘2 ll[uuil z[lilﬂll q,nﬂb‘l.lanp‘ 6’1.uu[[121 q-l.uluu4[uuul15[l
Qupbgpt, npgfp Unwpl; Noqnubuif:

Pppu Eigmlbut Uwubwd peqp mpowgus Ypuhbpp Coljbpne Fhwb
Cwngﬁz ' .'_?ull[nF, n[lq_[l ’l_u.lqulp Wululfl.uﬁlnuil[n

Crgls Spenpl wiqgusubply be Swngy dwpdwpuifl ncunegpsibpb
P rgf i, npgfr dusSuls @S wobubf:

bwppbpyp Suswlbuy Spogpl whgwdibpby Ulpmps, 8mfSuwliibu
by plifubut;

Qpincnpuljut fwpdwpuwifi SE9, uupu e [Fhut [Fhlimsnet Juibgf
Qbiqud, npgp Yupwbn Jubplubfp:

q’l.llplﬂflqulé[l zl.ll!ﬂg llulpl}l.llﬂl.llilfl ﬂLllﬂLgleil[;[ltil ' b[lﬂLll.IillI_ ﬂ'ol[lﬂqulﬂiI,’

Quigubppp  Susmlbuwis Speqpl  whpuSubpbh ke fwpdwpabf
neuncgpsibplb® 8mfSuibibu, npu fr Ubmuwfis Goprogupbuibf:
Qrepp Suniklfy Quniiply, npgf Spfgnp Doy buiif:

Luwl 30swytwld Lwhwwnwlybtpnlh
L.U. @ountrutUuL

Uwnbniptiwl, qujipniph, dGéwqubqniwd pwnpklb nnipu,
Upawnjuhl, qinwbh puwbltpp fupdpnyhl,

Qughl hywpwn Juwhuwnwa, hwiniptwb thwnpl hhrubpne,
Uwpntp upwnny, Ynyu dwndlny G wdpnyd dp wnGwywa:

Inghbtpnib bt whnhGg, Swpnipbwb 2nLlsh £ whuw,

Np Yp wmpnthk nudqlontl, YwfuwnwGhG 2niphb tnwy,
UhGs Yp ntiubGbG htrnikG hwyptbh nnlbb wetpwy,
OSwnywuwnwbh ybpwoéniwd, |nuwenpsbwl wuwnnh nwy:

UlnGg funphnipnb £ GowG dwpqupth fuoupbipni(,

nt hwiwwmpny Cwluwuwl G Gpwagny junpwluw,
UWbppwl tghb| hptibg Ynidl, qunwihwph wyntbpta,
Np ubipniGnGBpl hwy wqaghG, hwnnpnnihG wGnGg hGwn:

uGnbp nLGhG, 620wnpunhb, wpnwpniptiwb pwbb n untnp,
hbs np Yni quy whnbgok ohby b |Gpwb 9oniphlh wku:
UGdwhGEpnLh Jku wphtGG, np hnubigwt 2hp wn 2hp,
Mhwnh nwppGE dhinplb nL uhpwin Gnp ubpnilGnhG LwjhpbwG:
Nt Gu wjuop pnnb wlnbGg hwnnpnnithG Ynt qwd hnG,

UhGs Yp wbulbbd hhwgiwdp, qunwihwph Ywwnwnh,
Gpnubbipp uhquwwwbd, npnbg wsptpb nfupwbney,
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hGswt u whynLpn dputigwt, n"h dpubigw™ dtip hnghG
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hOswk™u wlynann funphtigwp, pt w wpbip tpptp,
UnjG opG nL op dp GnpkG ywhwnh Gpptip sp 6wqh

2tigh hwdwn, G Gswk™u wyn pqqugiwip upunwpbly
Nnip Gwybgwp dtpdpynn wbohniGniptwGG GpypGpeh...

P 0swku whgwh dh wn dh dtp wsptpnih wnybLEG
Uhpniwé ntdptipp pninp” hwyptGhphb hGwn uhpniwé,
G.L hhG nniptipp wlney, Ge Gnp jnjubipp wota...

Pwjg GL hGswku wdkbpn wy, ytipohlt wwhndb, d6p nhdwg
Gpwquwjhl, wwn wwjdwn niphy UptiLd dp wnbuwp,
GL dodtigwp onhG Gty quyb fupibk ytpe gpjwaq...:

S dus i* f bprgpbuy windbpp 8ncipu 2 wnmndh, dudp 3:3044 (L£.5)
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Russia and Armenia Remain Strategic Allies

YEREVAN -- The Russian ambas-
sador in Yerevan praised the current
state of Russia’s relationship with Arme-
nia on Tuesday, saying that the two
countries have remained strategic allies
after last year’s Armenian “velvet revo-
lution.”

“Our relations have maintained
continuity in the year that has passed
since the known domestic political events
and changes in Armenia,” Sergey
Kopyrkin told a news conference in
Yerevan. “This is probably the most
important thing. They steadily develop,
remain on a high level and have a charac-
ter of strategic alliance.”

Kopyrkin also pointed to an 11
percent rise in Russian-Armenian trade
recorded in 2018. Echoing statements by
Russian President Vladimir Putin, he
stressed that his country remains
Armenia’s leading trading partner and
foreign investor.

Putin likewise praised bilateral ties
when he met with Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan in Saint Petersburg on June 6.
Pashinian described them as “strategic” in
his opening remarks at the talks held on the
sidelines of an international business forum.

“According to my information, the
[Putin-Pashinyan] meeting was construc-
tive and productive,” said Kopyrkin.
“Topical issues of our relations were
discussed. The Armenian prime minister
gave an assessment of the negotiations at
a news conference in Saint Petersburg.”
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“I understand that this contact laid
yet another brick in the construction of a
constructive and productive high-level
dialogue between our countries,” added
the diplomat.

Kopyrkin also praised the ongoing
Armenian presidency of the Russian-led
Eurasian Economic Union (EEU). He
confirmed that Putin is planning to attend
an EEU summit that will be held in
Yerevan in October.

Pashinyan had strongly criticized
Armenia’s accession to the EEU before
the 2018 revolution that brought him to
power. But he has repeatedly made clear
over the past year that his country will
remain part of the trade bloc as well as the
Collective Security Treaty Organization.
Pashinian told Putin in Saint Petersburg
that Armenia’s “economic indicators are
connected in large measure to our rela-
tions in the EEU and Armenian busi-
nesses’ access to the Russian market.”

How Can People Occupy Territory Where

They Have Lived for Centuries
Pashinyan Responds to Azerbaijani Reporter

ST.PETERSBURG — Prime Min-
ister of Armenia Nikol Pashinyan
respondend to an Azerbaijani reporter at
a press conference in St. Petersburg,
ARMENPRESS reports, citing its corre-
spondent from the Russian city.

In his question referring to the
Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh) conflict,
the journalist used the wording “occu-
pied territories” to which the Armenian
reporter responded, “How can a territory
be occupied by people, who were born
there, whose grandfathers and ancestors
were born and lived there? How can that
territory be occupied? A territory, where
those people have lived for many genera-
tions, how can it be occupied?”.

The Armenian PM told the
Azerbaijani reporter that the Govern-
ments of Armenia and Artsakh are ready
to install mechanisms investigating inci-
dents on Artsakh-Azerbaijan contact line.

“In order we avoid the disputes
about who, where and when fired, it’s
necessary to discuss the agreements
reached still back in2016 in Vienna. lam
about the mechanisms investigating inci-
dents in the conflict zone”, Pashinyan
added.

Referring to the issue of Arsenal
clubmidfielder Henrikh Mkhitaryan, who
did not go to Baku to participate in
Europa League final, Pashinyan reminded
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that a footage went viral on the net where
the Azerbaijani police officers approached
fans wearing Mkhitaryan’s shirt.

“Only imagine, fans appear in the
focus of attention of Azerbaijani police
only for wearing Mkhitaryan’s shirts. |
think it speaks about everything”, he
said, adding that there have been numer-
ous cases when Russian citizens of Ar-
menian origin have not been allowed to
enter Azerbaijan.

‘It’s a very bad sign. I think such
cases should be ruled out, since they
cause more tensions. There is no such
issue in Armenia. Recently, a reporter of
Azerbaijani “Turan” news agency visited
Armenia and I know that he had no
troubles. No security issue was even
raised”, Pashinyan emphasized,

Armenian Diaspora Opinion Survey
Results Published

TOTAL

® Not at ali important

m Slightly important

= Fairly Important

® Very important

Question 32: How important is knowing the Armenian language to Armenian identity?

CITIES

LONDON—The Armenian
Diaspora Survey (ADS) published the
results of a first ever survey, which
provides a snapshot of the issues, atti-
tudes and trends shaping the Armenian
world in the 21st century.

The 150-page Armenian Diaspora
Opinion, Pilot Project 2018 includes six
thematic chapters—on identity, language
and culture, religion, community, poli-
tics and relations with Armenia—and the
full results of the pilot survey conducted
in May and June 2018 in Boston, Cairo,
Marseille and Pasadena. There are sec-
tions on research methodology, profiles
of the communities in the four cities and
the entire questionnaire. Published by the
Armenian Institute in London, the report
is available to the public.

“The primary aim of this research
project, which is led by a team of aca-
demics, researchers and experts, is to
provide evidence-based understanding
of the multilayered and diverse aspects
of Armenian diasporic life,” said Dr.
Hratch Tchilingirian, a scholar at Univer-
sity of Oxford, who directs the project.

“The knowledge gained and the full
survey responses presented in this new
publication could be useful to institu-
tional and community leaders in the
Diaspora and policy-makers in Arme-
nia,” explained Dr. Tchilingirian, “espe-
cially, when they are taking decisions
about priorities, projects and services in
the communities.”

Continued onpage 3

Armenia's Justice Minister and
Supreme Judicial Council Head Resign

YEREVAN (RFE/RL)-- Armenia’s
Justice Minister Artak Zeynalian ten-
dered his resignation on Friday after just
over a year in office.

Zeynalian gave no reason for his
decision which he announced on
Facebook. Instead, he thanked Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinian for appointing
him as justice minister following last
year’s “velvet revolution.” He also
thanked Justice Ministry employees for
the “interesting, fruitful and responsible
joint work.”

“I’m sure that everything will be
fine ... But if it won’t be fine, it will be

very fine,” wrote Zeynalian.

A spokesperson for the Justice
Ministry refused to comment on his
resignation.

Zeynalian, 49, is a prominent poli-
tician and former civil rights cam-
paigner affiliated with the pro-Western
Hanrapetutyun (Republic) party. He
retained his post even after the party
challenged Pashinian’s My Step alli-
ance in the December 2018 parliamen-
tary elections.

My Step’s parliamentary leader,

Continued onpage 2
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Movses Abelian of Armenia Appointed
United Nation Under-Secretary-General
for General Assembly

NEW YORK — United Nations
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has
appointed Movses Abelian of Armenia
(as well as a national of Georgia), as the
next Under-Secretary-General for Gen-
eral Assembly and Conference Manage-
ment. He will succeed Catherine Pollard
of Guyana who has been appointed as the
Under-Secretary-General for Manage-
ment Strategy, Policy and Compliance.

Mr. Abelian is currently Assistant
Secretary-General for General Assem-
bly and Conference Management. Prior
to assuming this position in 2016, he was
Director of the Security Council Affairs
Division in the Department of Political
Affairs.

He brings to the position over 25
years of experience in conference and
management affairs, coupled with expe-
rience in peace and security issues, con-
flict resolution, as well as extensive ex-
pertise leading, supporting and managing
complex portfolios and intergovernmen-
tal processes in the United Nations sys-
tem. Mr. Abelian also has extensive
experience in management, including
program planning and budget, having
previously worked as Secretary of the
Administrative and Budgetary Commit-
tee of the General Assembly (Fifth Com-

_ ASGDGACH

mittee) and the Committee on Program
and Coordination at the United Nations.

Prior to joining the United Nations,
Mr. Abelian was the Ambassador and
Permanent Representative of the Repub-
lic of Armenia to the United Nations
(1998-2003) and Deputy Permanent Rep-
resentative (1996-1998). Prior to joining
the Foreign Service of Armenia in 1992,
Mr. Abelian worked in academia as an
Associate Professor at Yerevan State
University.

Mr. Abelian was educated in Ar-
menia, the Russian Federation and the
United States. He is married and has two
children.

Former High-Ranking Police Officer
Formally Charged with Murder in
March 2008 Crackdown

YEREVAN— A formerdeputy com-
mander of Armenian interior troops has
been formally charged with killing an anti-
government protester in the wake of a
disputed presidential election held in 2008.

The retired officer, Gegham
Petrosyan, was detained by the Special
Investigative Service (SIS) on Tuesday.

A spokeswoman for the SIS, Ma-
rina Ohanjanyan, told RFE/RL’s Arme-
nian service on Thursday that the murder
accusation leveled against him carries
between six and twelve years in prison.

Ohanjanyan said the law-enforce-
ment agency has also asked a court in
Yerevan to allow Petrosian’s pre-trial
arrest. The district court ruled in favor of
on the petition later in the day.

Petrosyan flatly denied responsi-
bility for the death of Zakar Hovannisyan,
one of the opposition demonstrators who
clashed with security forces in Yerevan
on March 1-2, 2008. Hovannisyan died
in hospital hours after sustaining a gun-
shot wound.

Petrosyan’s lawyer, Vagharshak
Gevorgyan, said the accusation is based
on testimony by a purported eyewitness
who claims that the police officer shot
Hovannisi\yan when the latter attempted
to hit him with a metal bar. Gevorgyan
insisted that the SIS has not come up

with any forensic evidence corroborat-
ing that testimony.

“They say that he was shot from a
pistol, but there is no such pistol,” the
lawyer told reporters. “Nor has the car-
tridge case been found. The bullet was
found, but no forensic tests were carried
out after that.”

The violence erupted as security
forces broke up opposition protests
against alleged fraud in the February
2008 presidential election. Eight protest-
ers as well as an officer and a soldier of
interior troops, which are part of the
national police service, died as a result.

Petrosyan is the first person pros-
ecuted in connection with the fatalities.

Armenia's Justice Minister

Continued frompage 1

Lilit Makunts, suggested that his resigna-
tion is connected with sweeping judicial
reforms planned by the Armenian au-
thorities. Makunts said some My Step
lawmakers are unhappy with the reform-

related work of the Justice Ministry and
Zeynalian in particular.

Makunts told reporters that they
voiced their “concerns” after govern-
ment supporters blocked the court build-
ings across the country at Pashinian’s
urging on May 20. She insisted, how-

Armenia Beat Greece 3-2
in Euro 2020 Qualifier

ATHENS — In a major upset Arme-
nia beat Greece 3-2 in Euro 2020 Group
J qualifier game in Athens on June 11.

Alexander Karapetyan opened
the score at the Athens Olympic Sta-
dium in the 8th minute. Gevorg
Ghazaryan added a second in the
33rd minute. Tigran Barseghyan
sealed the victory with a third goal in
the 77th minute.

Greece responded with goals by

Zeca in the 54th minute and Kostas
Fprtounis in 87th minute.

In other Group J matches Italy beat
Bosnia Herzegovina 2-1 and Finland beat
Liechtenstein 2-0.

On Saturday, Armenia beat
Liechtenstein3-0 with goals from Gevorg
Ghazaryan, Aleksandre Karapetian and
Tigran Barseghyan.

With six points Armenia currently
seat 3rd in Group J.

Karabakh Security Chief Sacked
After Row With Yerevan

STEPANAKERT -- Vitaly
Balasanian, one of Nagorno-Karabakh’s
top security officials, was relieved of his
duties on Tuesday one month after criti-
cizing Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian and bitterly arguing with his
press secretary.

Bako Sahakian, the Karabakh presi-
dent, dismissed Balasanian as secretary
of his national security council in a series
of decrees that also named another re-
tired army general, Levon Mnatsakanian,
as chief of the Karabakh police.

Mnatsakanian is the former com-
mander of Karabakh Defense army. He
was sacked in December after Pashinian
accused Karabakh leaders of “meddling”
in Armenian parliamentary elections.

Sahakian’s spokesman, Davit
Babayan, insisted that Balasanian himself
decided to resign because he wants to be
“involved” ina presidential election which
is due to be held in Karabakh next year.
“He decided to enter the political scene
and more actively participate in that elec-
toral process,” Babayan told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service.

Balasanian is expected to be one of
the main candidates in that election. He
had already been Sahakian’s main chal-
lenger ina presidential ballot heldin 2012.

Earlier this month, Balasanian pub-
licly scoffed at Pashinian’s confidence-
building understandings reached with
Azerbaijani President [lham Aliyev. He
also criticized Armenian authorities for
not heeding the current and former
Karabakh leaders’ calls for the release of
Armenia’sindicted former President Rob-

ert Kocharian from prison.
Those remarks sparked a war of
wordsbetween Balasanianand Pashinian’s

press secretary, Vladimir Karapetian.
The Armenian prime minister last
week accused unnamed Karabakh lead-
ers of spreading false claims about sig-
nificant territorial concessions to
Azerbaijan planned by his government.
Babayandenied, however, any con-
nection between Pashinian’s statements
and Balasanian’s dismissal. “Please do
not link [the two things,] do not look for
an intrigue,” said the Karabakh official.
Balasanian, 60, is a retired army
general who had played a major role
during the 1991-1994 war with
Azerbaijan. He announced on May 30
that he has set up a “pan-Armenian”
political movement called For Artsakh.

ever, that none of them called for
Zeynalian’s resignation.

Also resigning on Friday was
Gevorg Danielian, the acting head of the
Supreme Judicial Council (SJC), a state
body overseeing Armenia’s courts. In a
statement, Danielian said the SJC needs
to have a different composition in order

to “really inspire trust” and be able to
implement judicial reforms.

The SJC’s previous chairman,
Gagik Harutiunian, stepped down on
May 24. Harutiunian attributed the move
to “ongoing developments relating to the
judicial authority” and his “concerns ex-
pressed in that regard.”



3

Massis Weekly

AGBU Redoubles Efforts to Revitalize the
Economy and People of Artsakh

or—

STEPANAKERT -- Armenian Gen-
eral Benevolent Union (AGBU) orga-
nized a formal press conference on June
4, at the Vallex Garden Hotel in
Stepanakert, to formally announce a
major push behind its AGBU Fund for
Artsakh, a four-way strategy for sus-
tainable socio-economic growth in
Artsakh centered around programs in
education, culture, humanitarian relief,
and socio-economic development.

In addition to the presence of
AGBU’s senior leadership, Grigori
Martirosyan, the state minister of of
Artsakhand Jorge Del Aguila-Eurnekian,
representing Fruitful Armenia and Con-
verse Bank, were invited to make brief
remarks to the cross section of attend-
ees from the local community including
public servants, representatives of ma-
jor companies in Artsakh, as well as
existing and prospective beneficiaries of
Fund programs.

According to AGBU President
Berge Setrakian, a sustainable growth
economy for Artsakh is as indispensable
to its survival as negotiating a just peace
and defending the right to self-determi-
nation, stating that, “Along with provid-
ing a better life for the people, a strong
economy also means a stronger military
and eventually a safer homeland.”

Building on the organization’s de-
cades of support for humanitarian and
socio-economic initiatives in the war-
stricken enclave, AGBU Fund for
Artsakh was officially launched in 2018
as an umbrella entity that better reflects
the interdependence among programs to

achieve optimal national renewal—from
providing emergency medical support in
response to the April 2016 four-day war,
educating the next generation of innova-
tors through its collaboration with the
TUMO Center for Creative Technolo-
gies, helping advance deserving students
with university scholarships, and sup-
porting Military Officer Education for
both on and off the battlefield. On the
cultural front, the Fund continues to
support the Artsakh Chamber Orchestra
that it helped found in 2004. The orches-
tra has since toured the world, paving the
way for a new music school in Artsakh,
thanks to its global success.

Two new agriculture-based initia-
tives were added to the Fund in 2018—
AGBU Fields of Hope and AGBU Olive
Tree Orchards. Both are designed to
empower farmers, including Syrian-Ar-
menian refugee settlers, to transform
Artsakh into a cornucopia of produce to
sustain the populace and open new mar-
kets for regional trade.

In concert with announcing accel-
erated efforts behind the Fund, AGBU
introduced two new ambitious programs
aimed at stimulating economic activity
and reducing poverty: AGBU Women
Entrepreneurs (W.E.); and AGBU Learn
to Earn Artsakh Program (LEAP).

AGBU LEAP is a professional de-
velopment initiative that helps locals with
different educational backgrounds and
skill sets to create more sustainable and
remunerative sources of income through
self-employment and enhanced employ-
ability. The program also aims to support

Sculpture Owned by Late Singer Aznavour
Fetches More Than $2 Million at Auction

PARIS — Christie’s auction house
says a sculpture owned by the late Arme-
nian-French singer Charles Aznavour
has been sold for 2.1 million euros ($2.3
million).

The bronze sculpture of a bull-
fighter with a bull’s head went to the
highest bidder at an auction in Paris on
June 4, Christie’s said.

Aznavour, the son of Armenian
immigrants to France, was honored in
both countries and worldwide upon his
death in October 2018, at the age of 94.

He was a devoted art collector.

La Tauromachie is probably one of
the most emblematic work by Germaine
Richier (1902-1959). Conceived by the
artistin 1953 and realized in an edition of
11, this bronze sculpture with a gold
patina was acquired by Charles Aznavour
from his friend, the singer Fred Mella,

member of the Compagnons de la chan-
son.

Others in her series are on display
at museums such as the Peggy
Guggenheim Collection in Venice.
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public servants in their professional de-
velopment, as well as to cultivate a more
supportive environment for small and
medium-size enterprises in Artsakh.

Selected entrepreneurs will enroll
for a course in Business Administration
from the American University of Arme-
nia Extension Program. Upon comple-
tion, they will have the opportunity to
compete for mini-grants and benefit from
year-long handholding from experts in
relevant fields.

Other beneficiaries will also re-
ceive English language training and a
non-degree certificate in Tourism and
Hospitality Management upon comple-
tion of at least five of AUA Extension’s
12-course program.

AGBU Learn to Earn Artsakh Pro-
gram also commits to strengthen capa-
bilities among officers employed in the
public sector through professional de-
velopment courses and exchange visits
with Armenian counterparts. The pro-
gram will help the Artsakh government
develop action plans to resolve policy

gaps and improve the business climate
for small and medium enterprises.

AGBU Women Entrepreneurs
(W.E.) in Artsakh is implemented to-
gether with Fruitful Armenia Charity
Foundation to boost the entrepreneurial
skills of women in Stepanakert and the
regions and help them succeed in the
world of business. The project is part of
the AGBU Women Empowerment Pro-
gram which began in Armenia in 2017 to
help promote human rights and equal
opportunity for women in Armenia.

“The establishment of enterprises,
the creation of new jobs, and the pro-
motion of export are all key to economic
development. This is why we are joining
AGBU in supporting women entrepre-
neurs in Artsakh by helping them ex-
pand their knowledge of finance and
entrepreneurship and to be more effec-
tively involved in the development of the
country’s economy,” noted Jorge Del
Aguila-Eurnekian, Board Member of
Fruitful Armenia Foundation and Con-
verse Bank.

Armenian Diaspora Opinion Survey

Continued frompage 1

The Armenian Diaspora Survey
(ADS) is funded by the Armenian Com-
munities Department of the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation and carried out
under the auspices of the Armenian Insti-
tute in London.

“We are pleased to see the publica-
tion of this report on the multi-country
systematic survey of the Diaspora,” said
Dr. Razmik Panossian, Director of
Gulbenkian Foundation’s Armenian Com-
munities Department. “The need for evi-
dence-based understanding of Armenians
around the world,” he continued, “is
essential not only to comprehend current
realities, but also to plan for the future.”

Over 1000 Armenians in four cities
in the Diaspora took part in this first ever
survey, which was led by a team of
academics, researchers and experts.
These cities were chosen to provide
variety for the initial phase, as well as for
their community history and character-
istics.

Some initial findings stand out in
the first stage of the research.

The overwhelming majority of the
respondents consider the continuation of
the Armenian diaspora as important and
meaningful space—94% marked as
“fairly” to “very” important. Along these
lines, 84% of respondents felt it was
important to help diaspora communities
in the Middle East. This is significant as
traditionally the Genocide and the Re-
public of Armenia have been the focus of

funding, study or discourse in the
Diaspora. The respondents showed in-
terest in all of these, but considered the
diaspora equally important. Armenia is
“fairly” and “very” important to 90% of
respondents and 75% have visited the
country at least once, while 93% intend
to visit.

Respondents said that Armenian
language, history and religion were im-
portant to themselves and to Armenian
identity generally—but variations ap-
peared between the cities and further
questions revealed broad variations in
practice.

Even as ADS respondents in the
four cities seem to be more active than
perhaps a broader population of Arme-
nians, 73% claimed no active affiliation
withany Armenian political organization.
However a majority said they were active
in other Armenian organizations such as
the AGBU, Hamazkain and others.

Predictably, Christianity is consid-
ered an important part of Armenian iden-
tity—for Apostolic, Evangelical and
Catholic respondents across the four
communities. While only 14-16% at-
tended church weekly or monthly, 70%
felt it is important to be married in an
Armenian church. Some 43% of respon-
dents felt that women should be ordained
in Armenian churches, while 30% had no
opinion on the matter.

The full report is available on the
ADS website and could be downloaded
for free: https://
www.armeniandiasporasurvey.com/2018
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Hundreds Gather in Oakland to Honor
Lifelong Athletic Visionary and Leader,
Richard Demirjian

Oakland, CA—On Sunday, June 2,
at St. Vartan Armenian Church in Oak-
land, CA, hundreds of former and cur-
rent athletes gathered from near and far
to honor Richard Demirjian for his de-
cades of service. With Richard in atten-
dance, the tribute luncheon was a great
opportunity for former teammates and
friends to reminisce about their fond
memories all under the leadership and
guidance of Demirjian.

For nearly six decades Richard
was the catalyst for participation through-
out California by Armenian youth in
athletic competition, including track and
field, men’s and women’s basketball and
volleyball, softball, tennis and soccer.
The gathering provided an opportunity to
show Richard how much he personally
meant to everyone in the room and be-
yond.

In 1969, Demirjian, along with Ben
Morjig, spearheaded the WAAA Games
(Western Armenian Athletic Associa-
tion), which was first held in the San
Francisco Bay Area and then in Fresno.
The games ran for 46 years with thou-
sands of talented Armenian athlete par-
ticipants. Dermirjian was also instru-
mentalinthe St. Vartan Armenian Church
athletic team’s participation in various
tournaments throughout the Western
Diocese.

The luncheon began with a sur-
prise -- 85-year-old Ed Baker ran into the
church hall as a torchbearer. Olympic-
themed music played in the background
as Baker ran a lap around all the guest
tables replicating the Opening Ceremo-
nies duringthe WAAA Games. Bakerran
for St. Vartan Armenian Church for over
three decades, and in 1979 set the record
for the Masters mile, which still stands
today.

Throughout the afternoon, many
former athletes spoke with deep grati-
tude and appreciation for what Richard
meant to them. Steven Donikian served
as event emcee and provided great com-
mentary as a former athlete himself.

The first speaker was Jack
Papazian, who, along with his brother
George, were instrumental in encourag-
ing Demirjian to start a basketball pro-
gramand competition back in the 1960’s.
Jack paid tribute to Richard and ex-
pressed how much of an impact he made
on his life.

Other speakers included Judy
Rejebian, who held the world record for
the pentathlon atage 13; David Madajian
spoke about his year's running track and
reflecting on fond memories spending

holidays with the Dermirjians; Van Der
Mugrdechian, who traveled from Fresno
with lots of photos and memorabilia in
tow from past competitions; and Brian
Babayans from Los Angeles, who let
Richard know how much he impacted
the lives of him and his brother, and how
Richard was instrumental in getting them
both involved in the Armenian commu-
nity. Ken Thompson, a sharp-shooter on
the basketball court, reminisced about
his years of playing under Demirjian and
lifelong friendships he created through
competition.

A special video tribute was played
from St. Vartan’s own, Matt Vasgersian,
who offered well wishes to Dermirjian.
Matt is currently a commentator with
ESPN’s Sunday Night Baseball and the
MLB Network and was a neighbor to
Demirjian as a child.

Janet Demirjian Schmid, Richard’s
daughter, presented a poignant tribute to
both her parents and provided heart-
warming anecdotes about growing up in
a household surrounded by Armenian
athletics 24/7.

Richard, along with his wife Dottie,
soaked in all the accolades and loved
seeing so many former athletes together
in one place. The afternoon ended with
remarks from Richard, who held back
tears as he looked into the room and was
filled with much pride, joy and grati-
tude.

Before the program concluded,
Father Hovel Ohanyan, Parish Priest at
St. Vartan Armenian Church, and Nazar
Jindoian, Parish Council Chairman, pre-
sented Richard with a certificate an-
nouncing the newly established, Richard
Demirjian Athletic Fund. All donations
will go toward the athletic program at St.
Vartan Church to ensure his legacy con-
tinues.

A special thanks to the members of
the organizing committee, which included
Kim Bardakian, Yeghia Apkarian, Janet
Demirjian Schmid, Annette Boyd
Kevranian, Steven Donikian and Hagop
Hakimian. And much appreciation to the
St. Vartan Ladies Society, who lovingly
prepared a delicious lunch for the guests.

Richard’s vision to bring Armenian
athletes together to compete was suc-
cessful. However, he accomplished so
much more. He connected Armenians
from the Bay Area and beyond, cultivat-
ing lifelong friendships and memories
that will last for generations, as wit-
nessed in the overflowing hall on June 2
in Oakland.

Thank you, Richard!
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Founder Ruth Thomasian Brings
Project Save Archives to San Diego
for Armenian Genocide Commemorations

SAN DIEGO, CA) - Project SAVE
Armenian Photograph Archives founder
and president Ruth Thomasian visited
San Diego to speak at two Armenian
Genocide Commemoration events: “Ar-
menians Through the Camera’s Eye”
at The Village Church in Rancho Santa
Fe on Wednesday, April 24, and “Get-
ting to Know Project SAVE” at the
Joint Armenian Genocide Commemo-
ration at St. John Garabed Armenian
Apostolic Church, Sunday, April 28.
Both events were very well attended.

FromProject SAVE’s collections
of more than 45,000 photographs,
Ruth shared rare, vintage photographs
dating from 1860 to the 1980°s. These
images were of people and places in
various regions of the homeland and
diaspora — along with the special
family stories behind them. And just as
importantly, Ruth shared many of the
methods and clues that enable her to
piece together the history of a photo-
graph when all of the information is
not available, leading the fascinated

audiences to a greater understanding
of how a social historian and archivist
works.

During her visit to San Diego,
Ruth also met privately with individual
families to receive donations of photos
for the archives. Interested families
can contact Project SAVE to arrange
donations of original photos (no digi-
tal): 617-923-4542 and
archives@projectsave.org. Project
SAVE’s staff will work directly with
donors to gather as much information
about their photos as possible.

Ruth’s visit to San Diego was
organized by Ani Zadikian Oney. She
received support from the San Diego
chapters of Triple X Fraternity, and
Knights and Daughters of Vartan.

To have a look at many Project
SAVE photos, to view a six-minute
Project SAVE You Tube video, or find
more information on photo and finan-
cial donations to Project SAVE Arme-
nian Photograph Archives, please visit
WWW.projectsave.org.

Donations can be made out to St.
Vartan Armenian Church with the memo:
“Richard Demirjian Athletic Fund.” Please
mail checks to St. Vartan Church, 650
Spruce Street, Oakland, CA 94610.

Richard was born on a farm out-
side Byron, Michiganto Sarkis and Kaden

Demirjian, along with his two brothers
and sister. He served in the U.S. Army
and was headquartered in Paris, France.
After his time in the Army, he attended
Wayne State University in Detroit, gradu-
ating in 1951 with a degree in Business
Administration.
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CALL US FOR A
PERSONALIZED QUOTE

(818) 500 9585

805 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA 91205
sbmaronian@gmail.com

CA INSURAMCE LICENSE # DC99815

MaronianInsurance.com
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AGBU SATAMIAN THEATRE GROUP

3NruhU 15-16 / 22-23, 2019
APCU dwgt B Bunbwp Uwbnybwh
Lwinwpnnuwlwlb Upnibuinhg YGnpntpG Ute
2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena, CA 91104
Cuwpwp opbipp dwdp 8:00.h6, Whpwih 6:00-hi

bp 3pdGwnpnipbwlG 40pn Swpbnuwnpdhl wehpny

IPLU UUPUUGBUL PUSGMUNFURE
(LURUUMEU UPSUFU2M
bp GEplhwywglGl

GUMSHIO NELHY

buwnwlbpgniphiG Epbp wpwpny
3GnhGwl
dnrd »E3SO L UNPRU SEJULREP

Pdwnphs
qrpanM UURUUGUL

In Celebration of the 40th Anniversary of Iis Founding

AGBU SATAMIAN THEATRE GROUP
(FORMERLY ARDAVAZT)
presents

HOTEL_PARADISO

A comedy in 3 acts by
GEORGES FEYDEAU and MAURICE DESVALIERE

Directed by
KRIKOR SATAMIAN

Sndubpp Lwpbih b wuwhnyly / Tickets available at:
WWW.AGBUPAC.ORG/CALENDAR

Ununph Unitp /Donation $30

JUNE 15-16 / 22-23, 2019

AGBU Vatche & Tamar Manoukian
Performing Arts Center

2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena, CA 91104
Saturday performances at 8:00 pm, Sundays at 6:00 pm
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