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Armenia and Singapore to Usher in a “New Opening” of
Relations Between Both Countries

SINGAPORE — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan said on Monday that
his government has successfully tack-
led corruption and Armenia’s other
chronic problems “characteristic of
many post-Soviet countries”. Pashinyan
was speaking at a lunch hosted in his
honor by Singapore PM Lee Hsien Loong

“In the course of the past year
the government of Armenia has taken
steps that have radically transformed
the country’s business environment, it
has strengthened the rule of law, cre-
ated a level playing field for all eco-
nomic actors and foreign investors in
particular. Corruption has declined
sharply.”

“We no longer suffer from symp-

toms characteristic of many post-So-
viet countries,” he declared. “The new
Armenia opens up new opportunities
for investing and engaging in eco-
nomic activities.”

Singapore Prime Minister Lee wel-
comed Pashinyan’s official visit, re-
minding ties between Armenia and
Singapore that go back 200 years to
when the British founded modern
Singapore, with Armenians among the
first migrants to the new free port.

Although their numbers were not
large, the Armenian community has
made a significant impact here, PM
Lee added.

“Signs of Armenian influence can
still be found all over Singapore,” PM

Lee said. “As a former journalist who
founded his own newspaper, PM
Pashinyan would be pleased to know
that Singapore’s main broadsheet, The
Straits Times, was co-founded in 1845
by an Armenian, Catchick Moses.”

Several streets also bear the
names of prominent Armenians who
settled here, while the country’s na-
tional flower —the Vanda Miss Joaquim
— was bred by Singapore-born Arme-
nian resident Agnes Joaquim.

Speaking in Armenian, Mr
Pashinyan warmly expressed his ap-
preciation of how the Armenian heri-
tage has been “remembered and pro-
tected with the utmost care” in
Singapore.

“No doubt, today we are proud to
witness the valuable mark our small
but enterprising community has left in
one of the most wonderful places of
the world,” he said.

He added that he hopes to usher
in a “new opening” of relations be-
tween both countries, especially to
boost the growth of bilateral trade and
investment.

Armenia and Singapore are alike
in that they advocate multilateralism
and free trade at a time when many are
turning against these principles, PM
Lee said.

He noted that Singapore is nego-
tiating a free trade agreement (FTA)

Continued onpage 3

Bishop Sahak
Mashalian Elected
Locum Tenens of
the Armenian
Patriarchate of
Istanbul

ISTANBUL -- Bishop Sahak
Mashalian has been elected locum ten-
ens of the Armenian Patriarchate of
Istanbul during a closed door meeting
held on Wednesday July 4th. Mashalian
received 13 votes whereas Archbishop
Aram Ateshyan received 11 votes.

The appointment of the new
locum tenens signals the start of elec-
tion processes of new patriarch after
Archbishop Mesrob Mutafyan passed
away in Istanbul on March 8 after a
prolonged period of illness.

Mashalian is set to manage the
activities of the Patriarchate before a
new patriarch is elected.

Continued onpage 4

Armenian Parliament Speaker Blasts
Turkish Expansionism in Cyprus

NICOSIA -- Visiting Nicosia on
Friday, Armenian parliament speaker
Ararat Mirzoyan described Armenia and
Cyprus as “true friends” that share the
common goal of containing Turkey.

“For centuries, Armenians and
Cypriots fought against the Ottoman
yoke, and today we, the Republic of
Armenia and the Republic of Cyprus,
each have assumed a special mission:
to confront Turkey’s expansionist
policy,” he declared in a speech deliv-

ered in the Cypriot parliament. “And
we carry out this mission by support-
ing each other on vital issues.”
Mirzoyan condemned Turkey for
refusing to unconditionally normalize
relations with Armenia out of solidar-
ity with Azerbaijan. "The Armenian-
Turkish relations are always discussed
in the context of the third countries’
interests, which is categorically inad-

Continued onpage 4

Governor Newsom Signs State Budget with
$5 Million for Armenian American Museum

GLENDALE —California Gover-
nor Gavin Newsom signed the 2019-
2020 state budget with $5 million in-
cluded for the Armenian American Mu-
seum. The 2019-2020 budget provides
$4 million in new funding for the mu-
seum and $1 million in reallocated
funding. The approval brings the State
of California’s total investment in the
museum to $8 million.

Governor Newsom proposed the
new funding for the developing cul-
tural and educational center in the May
revise of his 2019-2020 budget pro-
posal following a successful meeting
between the Governor’s office and
museum leadership.

“My staff was enlivened by the
progress and vision of the Armenian
American Museum,” stated Governor
Newsom when expressing his support
for the historic project during a recent
interview. “We have to continue sup-
porting the museum to raise more
awareness of the extraordinary contri-
butions of the Armenian community
and to reflect on their history.”

In early May, the museum’s
Board of Trustees, Construction
Committee, and Alajajian Marcoosi
Architects met with Governor

Newsom’s Legislative Secretary
Anthony Williams. Initiated by State
Senator Anthony Portantino, the
meeting was an important opportu-
nity for museum leadership to present
its vision for the cultural and educa-
tional center, provide a guided tour of
the museum site at Central Park, and
have a productive discussion directly
with the Governor’s team.

“I’m very pleased that Governor
Newsom has proudly embraced the
Armenian American Museum and put

Continued onpage 4
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Vietnam, Armenia Agree to Expand
Multifaceted Cooperation

HANOI— Vietnam Prime Minis-
ter Nguyn Xuan Phuc and his Arme-
nian counterpart Nikol Pashinyan have
agreed on plans to enhance the two
countries’ ties.

During their talks in Hanoi yes-
terday, the leaders were full of praise
for political ties and said they wanted
to arrange more meetings and visits
between their governments, parlia-
ments, businesses and citizens.

They also agreed to keep work-
ing together at the United Nations,
within the Francophone community
and in the Non-Aligned Movement.

The PMs said they would try to
improve the efficiency of the Vietnam-
Armenia inter-governmental commit-
tee on co-operation in economy-trade
and science-technology.

They said they would focus on
implementing the free trade agreement
between Vietnamand the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union, to which Armenia is a
member, considering this an important
pillar of bilateral ties and momentum to
create breakthroughs in trade and in-
vestment.

An arrangement was made to
hold a business forum on the sidelines
of the upcoming session of the bilat-
eral intergovernmental commission,
due this fall in Yerevan. Both sides
expressed confidence that it would
impart fresh impetus to the develop-
ment of joint investment programs and
economic cooperation between the two
countries. Reference was made to the
possibility of importing Armenian
brandy and wine into the Vietnamese
market.

They also decided to expand co-
operation in education-training,

DFFICE OF THE
MENT OF ARMENIA

healthcare, sports, tourism, security
and defense.

PM Phtic made clear Vietnam’s
policy of attaching importance to
strengthening the friendship with Ar-
menia, as well as the country’s resolve
to develop the relationship across the
board.

He said it was emblematic that
Pashinyan was visiting Vietnam on the
60th anniversary of the landmark visit
paid to Armenia by founder of the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam Ho Chi
Minh. ‘We are glad that Armenia has
overcome difficulties and is taking steps
towards economic development, which
is sure to enhance Armenia’s standing
in the international arena.”

Nikol Pashinyan noted that his
visit aims to create a turning point in
the quality of the bilateral ties, contrib-
uting to forging co-operation and meet-
ingthe aspirations of leaders and people
of both nations. “The distance be-
tween our countries cannot be an ob-
stacle to the development of coopera-
tion,” Nikol Pashinyan said.

Host and guest exchanged views
on regional and international issues, in-
cluding the peaceful settlement of dis-
putes in Asia-Pacific, including the East
Sea, on the basis of international law.

Following the talks, the govern-
ments of the Republic of Armenia and
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam signed
an agreement on cooperation in the
field of education and science. At-
tended by Nikol Pashinyan and Nguyn
Xuan Phuc, the agreement was signed
by Armenian Deputy Foreign Minister
Avet Adonts and Deputy Minister of
Education and Training of Vietnam
Nguyn Van Phuc.

Armenian Police Round Up
Major ‘Crime Bosses’

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- The Arme-
nian police have detained and questioned in
recent weeks dozens of men described by
them as major crime figures.

The brief detentions were re-
ported in several regions of Armenia as
well as Yerevan. Nobody was appar-
ently charged with a crime as a result.

A police statement said that in the
northwestern Shirak province one “thief-
in-law” and over a dozen “criminal au-
thorities,” terms commonly applied to
crime bosses in the former Soviet Union,
were taken into custody because of
being suspected of various crimes or

resisting police officers’ orders. Offic-
ers also raided and searched the homes
of 14 such individuals.

Around thirty other alleged crime
figures were rounded up in the south-
ern Ararat province, according to the
police. They too are understood to
have been released shortly after being
arrested.

The police also conducted a simi-
lar operation in the northern Tavush
province. They said police officers
there had “prophylactic” conversations
with individuals with criminal records
or other ties to the underworld in an
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Putin, Pashinyan Discuss Eurasian Union
During Phone Conversation

MOSCOW, YEREVAN — Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin and Ar-
menian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
discussed Armenia’s current presi-
dency of the Eurasian Economic Union
(EEU) during a phone conversation on
Friday.

The Kremlin and Pashinyan’s
press office said they also spoke about
Russian-Armenian cooperation within
the framework of another Russian-led
alliance of ex-Soviet states: the Collec-
tive Security Organization (CSTO).

Statements released by them in-
dicated that Putin and Pashinyan fo-
cused on an EEU summit in Yerevan
scheduled for October 1 as well as the
possibility of expanding the trade bloc’s
“external relations.”

Earlier this week, Pashinyan had
similar phone calls with the presidents
of the three other EEU member states:
Belarus, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan.

His office said they specifically dis-
cussed prospects for the signing of a
free-trade deal between the EEU and
Singapore.

“All of the phone calls related to
current and long-term issues on the
EEU agenda,” Pashinyan said in a
Facebook post that announced his con-
versation with Putin.

Pashinyan is due to visit
Singapore later this week. The Ar-
menian leader spoke with Putin from
Vietnam where he arrived on Thurs-
day on the first leg of his tour of
Southeast Asia.

Pashinyan praised the EEU when
he spoke at the bloc’s last summit held
in Kazakhstan in late May. Speaking
about the priorities of the rotating Ar-
menian presidency of the EEU, he
singled out planned trade deals with
other countries, including India, Egypt
and Israel.

Six Killed In Armenian Road Crash

YEREVAN -- Law-enforcement
authorities in Armenia were investigat-
ing on Monday a weekend road acci-
dent which left six people dead and
eleven others seriously injured.

A commuter minibus reportedly
burst into flames after colliding with
two cars on a highway bridge 54 kilo-
meters south of Yerevan on Saturday.
A photograph released by the Arme-
nian Ministry of Emergency Situations
showed all three vehicles engulfed by
fire after what was one of the country’s
deadliest road crashes in years.

The Investigative Committee said
the victims were the driver and five
female passengers of the minibus. A
statement released by the law-enforce-
ment agency suggested that they burned
alive inside the vehicle that carried
mostly residents of nearby villages. All
but one of the charred bodies were
identified by Monday morning, ac-
cording to it.

The statement said seven other
passengers suffered serious burns and
required hospitalization. Three of them
remain in a critical condition, it added.

The Investigative Committee re-
ported later in the day that it has ar-
rested one of the two car drivers on
suspicion of causing the crash. The

63-year-old suspect, Soghomon
Hakobian, was also seriously injured.
A spokeswoman for the committee
told RFE/RL’s Armenian service that
Hakobian is intensive care at a hospital
in Yerevan.

The earlier Investigative Com-
mittee statement said blood tests
showed that neither Hakobian nor the
other car driver was drunk. It said that
investigators have questioned some of
the injured individuals and eyewitnesses
and will conduct forensic tests as part
of their probe.

“The investigation is continuing,”
read the statement. “All investigative
actions are being taken to ascertain the
circumstances of the accident and
verify circumstances mentioned in tes-
timonies.”

Most cars and other vehicles in
Armenia are powered by pressurized
natural gas which is considerably
cheaper than petrol.

effort to prevent possible crimes.

“Prophylactic” arrests were also
made in two other Armenian prov-
inces: Aragatsotn and Syunik. In
Yerevan, one “thief-in-law” not named
by the police was taken in for ques-
tioning on Monday.

Incidentally, Andranik
Harutiunian, a reputed crime figure
also known as “Masivtsi Andik,” was
shotandkilled in Yerevan late on Tues-

day. Armenia’s Investigative Commit-
tee was quick to launch a criminal
inquiry into the 46-year-old-man’s
death. It did not report any arrests by
Wednesday afternoon.

The police already carried out
such mass detentions in June 2018.
They were ordered by Valeri Osipian,
the new chief of the national police
service appointed following the April-
May 2018 “Velvet Revolution.”
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Ambassador Arman Kirakosyan Dies Aged 63

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipoten-
tiary to the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland Arman
Kirakosyan passed away today aged
63, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
informs.

“From the first day Arman
Kerakosyan has been standing in
the origins of newly-independent
Armenia’s diplomatic service and
foreign policy, and has made an
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Armenia PM's Wife Meets with Armenian
Peacekeepers in Lebanon

invaluable contribution,” the Min-
istry said.

It offered condolences to Am-
bassador Kirakosyan’s family and “all
those who mourn his death.”

President Armen Sarkissian also
offered condolences over the demise
of “an old friend” Arman Kirakosyan.

“Our family has lost a true friend
and a brilliant person, the meeting with
whom was always expected, pleasant
and helpful,” the President said.

Historic Buildings in Western Armenia
Being Destroyed by Treasure Hunters

Armenian historic buildings in
Bagin district of the Alacakaya town in
Turkey’s Elazig (Kharberd) province
are being looted by treasure hunters,
Akung.net quotes Turkish sources as
saying.

According to the source, the 600-
year-old settlement faces the threat of
complete destruction. The district is
home to two Armenian and one Muslin
neighborhoods, as well as a number of
caves, churches, mills and graves.

The buildings in this large moun-
tainous area have managed to survive,
preserving their historical characteris-

tics. However, no scientific studies
have been carried out in the area to
date.

The historic buildings that have
withstood a number of natural disas-
ters are now being destroyed by trea-
sure hunters. They not only destroy
history, but also open 600-year-old
graves in a hope to find precious met-
als like gold.

People living in neighboring vil-
lages appeal to relevant authorities,
asking to take the historic buildings
under protection and pass them on to
the coming generations.

Garni Museum to Host Concert Marking
150th Birthdays of Komitas, Tumanyan

Armenia’s Garni Museum-Reserve
to host concert marking 150th birthdays

of Komitas, Tumanyan

A concert marking the 150th birth-
day anniversaries of prominent Arme-
nian composer Komitas and writer
Hovhannes Tumanyan will take place at
Garni Historical-Cultural Museum-Re-
serve located 28 km east of the Armenian
capital, Yerevan.

The jubilee concert initiated by
National Center of Chamber Music is
scheduled for 14 July, at 8:30pm, the

Continued onpage 4

BEIRUT -- Anna Hakobyan, wife
of the Prime Minister of Armenia and
chairperson of the boards of trustees of
the My Step and City of Smile charitable
foundations, visited on Tuesday
UNIFIL’s Shama military base and met
with Armenian peacekeepers with the
accompaniment of Armenia’s Ambassa-
dor to Lebanon Vahagn Atabekyan.

At the military base, Hakobyan
was greeted by commander of the Shama
military base Bruno Pisciotta, who
stressed that it is a great honor for him to
host the wife of Armenia’s Prime Minis-
ter. Talking about the Armenian peace-
keepers, Pisciotta expressed satisfaction

and highly appreciated their profession-
alism. The Italian commander stressed
that the Armenian peacekeepers perform
orders on time and with a high sense of
responsibility.

“It’s a great honor for me to be
here today. Your presence here is very
important, especially since Armenia is
a country that is entangled in a war.
Once again, | express gratitude to you
for your mission. You are our pride,
and by being beyond the borders of
Armenia, you are serving the Republic
of Armenia and the Republic of Artsakh
(Nagorno-Karabakh Republic),” Anna
Hakobyan said.

Armenia and Singapore to Usher in

Continued frompage 1

with the Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU), which Armenia is chairing
this year.

“The FTA will catalyze more busi-
ness and stronger economic relations
between our regions,” Mr Lee said,
adding that he appreciates Armenia’s
strong support for the agreement. “I
am heartened by the substantial
progress made and hope that we will
be able to conclude the FTA, espe-
cially the goods chapter, soon.”

On Monday, both countries
signed five agreements to cooperate in
areas such as tourism, taxation, arts
and culture, vocational training and
plant exchange.

Armenia is one of five member
states of the EAEU, which also com-
prises Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan
and Russia. The economic bloc repre-
sents a market of more than 180 mil-
lion people with a combined gross
domestic product $1.8 trillion.

Mr Pashinyan arrived in

Singapore on Sunday and received an
official welcome at the Istana on Mon-
day morning. Apart from calling on
PM Lee, he also paid a courtesy call on
Singapore President Halimah Yacob.

On Monday afternoon, he and his
delegation met business leaders at a
round-table session organized by the
Singapore Business Federation (SBF).
Companies at the session, which was
also attended by Senior Minister of
State for Trade and Industry Koh Poh
Koon, came from a wide range of
industries including manufacturing,
technology and agri-commodities.

“For many of us present today,
Eurasia is an emerging region that
some Singapore businesses have be-
gun exploring for opportunities, “said
Mr Ho Meng Kit, who is SBF’s chief
executive. “Today’s round-table serves
as a useful platform for us to better
understand the developments and in-
vestment opportunities in Armenia, as
well as exchange insights and forge
closer economic cooperation between
our two countries.”
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Karén Karslyan to Discuss Contemporary
Armenian Revolutionary Movements With his
Book Launch at Abril Bookstore
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GLENDALE - Author Karén
Karslyan will release his new book in
Armenian titled, The Regime is in
Panic: A Documentary Tragicomedy
with a special Slideshow presenta-
tion and discussion of contemporary
Armenian revolutionary movements
on Saturday, July 13,2019 at 7:30pm
at Abril Bookstore - 415 E. Broad-
way, Glendale, CA. Admission s free
with reception to follow. Author will
be introduced by activist Hayk
Makhmurian.

The Regime is in Panic, a docu-
mentary tragicomedy consistingof21.5
acts and 168 dramatis personnae, un-
earths the roots of the 2018 revolution
oflove and solidarity in Armenia going
as far back as 1996. The most signifi-
cant movements associated with the
presidencies of Levon Ter-Petrosyan,
Robert Kocharyan, Serzh Sargsyan,
andthe premiership of Nikol Pashinyan
are depicted from the perspective of
the notorious phrase “the regime is in
panic,” the various derivatives of which
have for decades been periodically ex-
ploited by numerous public and politi-
cal figures (such as Nikol Pashinyan,
Levon Ter-Petrosyan, Artashes
Geghamyan, Zaruhi Postanjyan, etc.).
91 out of 300 pages are Karén

Karslyan’s authentic animated illustra-
tions of the following remarkable revo-
lutionary movements: “Levon, Go
Away!” (1996); “Struggle, Struggle
Until the End” (2008); “The Revolu-
tion of Hello” (2013), “Electric
Yerevan” (2015), “Hostage Crisis of
Sasna Dzrrer” (2016) and “My step”
(2018). Some of'these illustrations will
be exhibited during the presentation at
Abril Bookstore.

The premiere of the play took
place in Yerevan, on June 18, 2019
(directed by Nanor Petrosyan, Tech
Degh theater company).

Karén Karslyan is a poet, novel-
ist, translator, musician, and a visual
artist. He is the author of The Regime
Is in Panic, a tragicomedy (Actual Art,
2019),Aterazma, a typographic film/
novel (Inknagir, 2016), Doomed to
Spell, a collection of deformed hayrens
(Inknagir, 2010), X Frames/Sec, a
collection of works including a
minimalist novel of the same name and
a few poems (Bnagir,2003). Armenia’s
public TV declared him the Scandal-
ous Writer of the Year 2003 for X
Frames/Sec. He is the recipient of
2004 Young Artists Award for the
manuscript of Password, a novel in
progress.

Armenian Parliament Speaker

Continued frompage 1

missible and results in instability in the
region and continuity of military con-
flict" Mirzoyan stated.

Speaking about the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, he praised succes-
sive Cypriot governments’ “principled
position on all issues vital for Armenia
and the Armenian people.”

Mirzoyan went on to accuse
Ankara of illegal commercial activi-
ties in Cyprus’s territorial waters. "I
cannot but not touch upon the en-
croachments of Turkey towards the
exclusive economic zone of the Re-
public of Cyprus, which is unac-
ceptable, and it has been condemned
by the international community. Such
destructive and illegal actions shown
by Turkey do not promote the provi-
sion of regional security and stabil-
ity". Mirzoyan declared.

Mirzoyan thanked Cyprus for be-
ing in the forefront of recognizing the
Armenian Genocide. " Our friend
Cyprus has had its most important role
in the international recognition of the
Armenian Genocide. Today [ am in a
parliament, which is the first country

in Europe and the second in the world
that in 1975 recognized the Armenian
Genocide. | express my deepest grati-
tude to the House of Representatives
of Cyprus for declaring April 24 as the
Armenian Genocide Memorial Day by
state, and unanimously adopting the
resolution criminalizing the denial of the
genocides. Armenia and Cyprus has re-
peatedly proved their faithfulness to hu-
man values and reaffirmed the commit-
ment directed to the continuous efforts
of genocide prevention".

Mirzoyan also emphasized the
importance of the trilateral format of
Armenia-Cyprus-Greece cooperation.
Stating it creates new perspectives for
deepening multi-layer cooperation be-
tween the participant states. "I am sure
that the formation of the parliamentary
platform of cooperation will give an
opportunity for the parties to more
effectively use the whole potential of
cooperation," said Mirzoyan.

The three countries share a long
history of mutual animosity with Tur-
key. Armenian and Greek peoples were
both victims of genocide perpetrated
by the Ottoman Turks during World
War One.

July 13, 2019

Manushag Armenian Children’s Magazine
Launches Across the U.S.!

Houston, TX — Manushag Arme-
nian Children’s magazine was released
in all 50 states in June 2019. This
quarterly magazine subscription is
mailed directly to children and will help
them become even more excited about
their faith, culture, and heritage. It is
written in both Armenian and English
to engage every child, no matter their
reading level!

Parents have long craved for
modern and child-friendly Armenian
literature that children themselves can
get excited about. This colorful 32
page magazine will be released quar-
terly and features alphabet lessons,
history stories, Bible stories, recipes,
coloring pages, Q&A on Armenian
issues and more!

Manushag has already been
greeted with enthusiastic responses by
parents in communities across the U.S.,
by Armenian education leaders and
religious leaders.

“I’m excited to offer Manushag
Children’s Magazine to all children
with the goal to further spark their
curiosity, interest and excitement in
their Armenian heritage through a col-
orful and fun medium” — Ara
Karamanian, M.D., founder.

Manushag Children’s Magazine
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is created under a 501(c)3 non-profit,
and will not contain any advertising or
political messaging. Just good, healthy
material for our children to learn and
grow.

This quarterly magazine sub-
scription ($25/year) and samples of
the magazine are available at
www.Manushag.org. It can be sent
directly to children and grandchil-
dren for an exciting surprise in the
mail. Any questions or inquiries can
be directed to info@manushag.org
or via telephone at 832-895-7272.

Bishop Sahak Mashalian

Continued frompage 1

Bishop Sahak Mashalian spoke to
media representatives thanking all who
voted for him. "The Church Congre-
gation-Assembly chose me as a locum
tenens with majority of the votes. The
placeholder should order the election
process, the head all Church meetings,
and he must ensure that the elections
are held impartially. I am very grateful
to have this confidence that my church
brothers have given me. I should try to
be worthy of the clergy and people's
trust," said Mashalian.

Elected Locum Tenens

The Patriarchate will announce
today's election results to Turkish
authorities and the Holy See of
Etchmiadzin. Then a new Patriarch
election commission will be formed.
After receiving the privilege of hold-
ing a Patriarchal election in the com-
ing months, the names of candidates
running for the seat of the 8§5th Patri-
arch of Constantinople will be known,
followed by the clarification of the
lists of delegates entitled to vote. It is
not known, however, whether a new
patriarch will be elected by the end of
the year.

Governor Newsom Signs State Budget

Continued frompage 1

his support behind this amazing
project,” stated Senator Portantino.
“The Governor clearly recognized the
significance of the project to the State
of California for all of California to
embrace and Mr. Williams left the
board briefing quite impressed with
this historic effort.”

The museum has reached a his-
toric milestone for the project with the
Governor’s signing of the 2019-2020
state budget as the cultural and educa-
tional center approaches its historic
groundbreaking year in 2020.

“We are grateful to Governor
Newsomas well as to Senator Portantino

and the State of California for support-
ing the Armenian American Museum,”
stated Executive Chairman Berdj
Karapetian. “We have reached a his-
toric milestone for the project and look
forward to the historic groundbreaking
of the landmark center.”

The City of Glendale, home to
one of the largest Armenian diaspora
communities, has dedicated a premier
location for the museum in downtown
Central Park.

The major funding announcement
comes on the heels of the Board of
Trustees’ selection of the museum’s
project design team as well as the
exhibition design and master planning
firm.

Garni Museum to Host Concert

Continued frompage 3

center said.

Three leading Armenian music
groups — the State Chamber Orchestra of
Armenia (Artistic Director and Chief
Conductor Vahan Martirosyan), the State
Chamber Choir of Armenia (Artistic Di-

rector and Chief Conductor Robert
Mlkeyan) and Hover State Chamber Choir
(Director Sona Hovhannisyan) — will
perform during the concert.

The music groups will perform
under the baton of conductors Vahan
Martirosyan and Robert Mlkeyan. Sev-
eral soloists will also take partinthe event.
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For Reservations, Please call
Vahe S562-715-B730

626-202-2704

Alice
Khris

S Gregory Armenian Chureh

Up. Sphgnp Lowuunnphy Zuyg. Ghtnkgh

Fellowship Auxiliary Committee Presents

ONE-DAY BUS TRIP TO
Ut Opnuwy Manja
Newport Beach-Laguna Beach-Dana Point
Mission San Juan Capistrano

81B-606-6606
Vera (Church Office)

Wednesday, July 24, 2019
Bus Will Leave at 9am
Return Around 7pm .

Special Lunch Buffet in
EL TORITO Restaurant

at the Dana Point Harbor

Donation... 75

626-449-1523
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