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PM Pashinyan: Any War Waged Against Us Will Lead to the
Unconditional Victory of Armenia
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YEREVAN (Panorama.am) --
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan attended the military edu-
cational institutions’ 2018-2019 aca-
demic year graduation ceremony at the
Defense Ministry headquarters om
Monday.

The premier congratulated the
students on graduating from military
educational institutions and being
awarded the rank of officer, the press
office of the government reports.

Nikol Pashinyan handed out
graduation certificates to a group of
students.

Addressing the event, the head of

government stated, in part:

“Today’s event symbolizes the
generation change that is taking place
in the Armed Forces of the Republic of
Armenia. Today we can see people
standing in this square who were at the
roots of the Artsakh liberation struggle;
we can see senior group officers who
boast an exemplary record of service
and awards symbolizing their impres-
sive path. Today, in this square, there
are graduates of military educational
institutions being awarded a rank of
officer for the first time in their lives.

The service of an officer is per-
haps a type of service that calls for the

highest possible voluntary traits as it
requires unconditional will and readi-
ness to execute orders without discus-
sion. It is an activity that requires great
moral, intellectual and psychological
strength. And today, your presence on
this square proves that you have al-
ready made up your mind, you have
enough confidence in your strength to
bear a burden that might otherwise
seem unbearable.

Being an officer, being a com-
mander means sometimes entrusting
one’s subordinates with such risky
missions as may imply loss of life;
being an officer implies great respon-
sibility for such missions. This means
that each order’s wording calls for
special responsibility, because orders
must be reasonable, justified and based
on an accurate assessment of the situ-
ation; they should serve the goals set
before the Armed Forces and the people
of the Republic of Armenia.

This means that the authority of
each officer should be much greater
than that of his epaulettes. The subor-
dinates’ respect is an added value to
officer’s epaulettes. You will earn your
fellow servicemen’s respect with dedi-
cated service, respect for others, and
exceptional respect for your country
and your nation. And I wish your

Continued onpage 3

EU Envoy Praises
‘Excellent’ Ties
With Armenia

YEREVAN -- The outgoing head
of the European Union Delegation in
Yerevan, Piotr Switalski, described the
EU’srelationship with Armenia as “ex-
cellent” on Monday.

“Cooperation between the Euro-
pean Union and Armenia is on the right
track,” he told a farewell news confer-
ence.

Switalski pointed to their “very
intensive and friendly political dialogue”
involving mutual visits by Armenian
and EU leaders and the EU’s “technical
missions” to Yerevan focusing on
wide-ranging reforms planned by the
Armenian government.

European Council President
Donald Tusk praised the government’s
reform agenda during a visit to Arme-
nia earlier this month.He specifically
hailed “the focus on creating an inde-
pendent, efficient and accountable ju-
dicial system” after holding talks with
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian.

Switalski reaffirmed the EU’s
readiness to support judicial reforms
planned by Pashinian’s government
with “political, technical and financial”
assistance. The financial aid should be
made available already this autumn, he
said.

Continued onpage 2

Prof. Taner Ak¢cam Unearths Solid Evidence
for the Armenian Genocide

WORCESTER, MA — Letters
referring to a decision to “annihilate”
all Armenians have been authenticated
as the work of Bahaettin Sakir, one of
the architects of the Armenian Geno-
cide, according to a new study by
Clark University history professor
Taner Ak¢cam. His paper, “When was
the Decision to Annihilate the Arme-
nians Taken?” appears in the Journal
of Genocide Research.

Akc¢am, who has studied the
genocide for decades, writes that the
signatures on the two letters, dated
March 3 and April 7, 1915, match
those of Sakir on other documents.
Akg¢am also says he has unearthed new

documents from the Ottoman Archives
showing initial decisions to extermi-
nate groups of Armenians were taken
by a local branch of the paramilitary
organization, Teskilat-i Mahsusa (Spe-
cial Organization), led by provincial
governors in December 1914.

The first letter studied by Akcam
states that the Committee of Union and
Progress (CUP) “has decided to anni-
hilate all of Armenians living within
Turkey, not to allow a single one to
remain, and has given the government
broad authority in this regard.” The
second letter reiterates this message.

Continued onpage 3

OSCE Utrges Ankara to Find All Involved in
Hrant Dink's Murder Following Convictions

VIENNA (RFE/RL) -- The Orga-
nization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE) has urged Turkish
authorities to find "the masterminds"
and all those involved in the 2007
murder of Turkish-Armenian journal-
ist Hrant Dink following the convic-
tion of seven defendants in the high-
profile case.

In a July 19 statement, the
OSCE's representative on freedom of
the media, Harlem Desir, welcomed a
Turkish court's decision a day earlier
to sentence seven people to lengthy
prison terms for their roles in Dink's
killing.

But Desir stressed that "more
needs to be done" and expressed hope
that "all others involved in this murder
will face justice."

"After 12 years, Hrant's family,
friends, and fellow journalists deserve
to know the full truth behind this hei-
nous killing," Desir said. "It is there-
fore of utmost importance that the
Turkish authorities identify and bring
the masterminds of Dink's murder to
justice."

The 52-year-old Dink, a leading
member of Turkey's ethnic Armenian
community who was also involved in
Turkish-Armenian reconciliation ef-
forts, was gunned down in broad day-

light by purported ultranationalist Ogun
Samast on January 19, 2007.

Dink's murder became a greater
scandal after it emerged that Turkish
security forces knew of a plot to kill
him but failed to act.

A court in Istanbul on July 18
ruled that the killing was an "organized
crime."

Samast, the confessed assassin,
was a teenager at the time of the
killing. He was sentenced to nearly 23
years in prison in 2011 but had two

Continued onpage 4
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New South Wales Premier Gladys Berejiklian
Meets with Pashinyan and Sarkissian

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan received Gladys
Berejiklian, the Premier of the Austra-
lian State of New South Wales, who is
paying a private visit to Armenia.

“We are happy and proud of your
activities in Australia. Today, you are
one of the most influential Armenian
women in the world, and I am pleased
to meet you,” Nikol Pashinyan said.
The Head of Government expressed
the hope that Gladys Berejiklian’s ef-
forts would help wind up relations
between Armenia and Australia and
expand the scope of mutual interests.

Gladys Berejiklian complimented
the Prime Minister for the positive
developments unfolding in Armenia
and stated the Armenian community of
Australia is closely following the events
taking place in the Motherland. She
emphasized that unlike what could be
seen over the past few years, this time
she can witness great enthusiasm and
belief among the Armenians. Mrs.
Berejiklian talked about her activities in
the state of New South Wales and the
Armenian community of Australia.

The interlocutors exchanged
ideas on developing cooperation be-
tween Armenia and Australia, strength-
ening ties between the Motherland and
the Diaspora, as well as on the priori-
ties of the Armenian government.

Gladys Berejiklian was also
hosted President Armen Sarkissian.

The President welcomed her visit to
historical Fatherland and hailed her
activities for the recognition of the
Genocide and Artsakh’s right for self-
determination.

The Parliament of New South
Wales adopted a resolution condemning
the Armenian Genocide back in 1997.

Gladys Berenjiklian said thatas a
grandchild of the Genocide survivors
visiting Armenia, she is proud of her
Armenian roots and ancestry. She ex-
pressed hope to see Armenia more
developed during her next visits.

The parties exchanged views on
the opportunities for cooperation be-
tween Armenia and Australia’s largest
state New South Wales, spoke about
the Armenian community of Australia
and its role.

sk skoskoskosk

Gladys Berejiklian won the March
23,2019 election in New South Wales
to become the first ever female politi-
cian re-clected to the post of prime
minister. Berejiklian’s grandparents sur-
vived the Armenian Genocide.

New South Wales is one of eight
states in Australia with a population of
about 8 million, of which more than 5
million live in the capital city of Sydney.
Per capita GDP stands at about 53,000
dollars. Being only the fifth most popu-
lated state in Australia, New South
Wales provides 32.7% of the Austra-
lian economy.

Armenian Speaker Meets with
Mitch McConnell and Nancy Pellosi

WASHINGTON, DC -- Parlia-
ment speaker Ararat Mirzoyan report-
edly called for greater U.S. assistance
to Armenia when he met with U.S.
Senate majority leader Mitch McConnell
in Washington on Tuesday.

Mirzoyan also held a separate
meeting with U.S. House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi on the sidelines of an
international forum held in the U.S.
capital. According to the Armenian
parliament’s press office, he briefed
Pelosi on ongoing developments in

Armenia and thanked her for her
“contribution to U.S.-Armenian rela-
tions.”

Pelosi has long supported mea-
sures championed by the Armenian
community in the United States, nota-
bly draft resolutions recognizing the
1915 Armenian genocide in Ottoman
Turkey. Her California constituency
has a large number of ethnic Arme-
nians.

In a separate statement, the of-
fice said Mirzoyan discussed with

Armenian Police Deployed in Ijevan to Quell

Unrest by Illegal Forest Loggers
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YEREVAN (RFE/RL — The
Armenian police appeared to have
deployed more officers in the north-
ern town of [jevan on Friday two
days after clashing with local resi-
dents protesting against government
efforts to end illegal logging in
nearby forests.

The clashes broke out after sev-
eral hundred protesters defied police
orders to unblock a major highway
passing through the administrative cen-
ter of Armenia’s Tavush province. A
dozen police officers and at least two
civilians were hospitalized as a result.

Dozens of protesters were de-
tained in the following hours on suspi-
cion of violently attacking security
forces. Thirteen of them remained
under arrest on Friday. None was for-
mally charged with any crime yet,
according to the Investigative Com-
mittee.

A spokeswoman for the law-en-
forcement agency said investigators
are continuing to hunt for 11 other
individuals they believe were also in-
volved in the violence.

The Armenian police chief, Valeri
Osipian, and the director of the Na-
tional Security Service (NSS) Arthur
Vanetsyan, stayed in [jevan through-
out Thursday, meeting with their sub-
ordinates as well as residents of the
town and nearby villages. Both men
defended the use of force against the
protesters.

“One of the police functions is to
do preventive work,” Osipiantold RFE/
RL’s Armenian service. “That’s what
we are doing at the moment.”

Vanetsyan said, for his part, that
the protest was a “provocation” orga-
nized by a handful of individuals, rather
than an outburst of popular anger

against the enforcement of a govern-
ment ban on unauthorized logging,
which has been the norm in Tavush for
over two decades.

Policepresence inljevanremained
strong on Friday, with officers brought
from other Armenian regions patrol-
ling the town center in the morning. An
RFE/RL correspondent saw about 50
busloads of riot police entering the
town later in the day.

Relatives of some arrested pro-
testers complained that they still know
nothing about the whereabouts of their
loved ones. They said the latter did not
commit violent acts and must be freed.

The Tavush governor, Hayk
Chobanyan, insisted, meanwhile, that
the situation in Ijevan is “much calmer
today” and will stabilize further in the
coming days. He said there will be no
letup in the ongoing crackdown on
illegal logging in the province border-
ing Azerbaijan and Georgia.

Chobanyan dismissed complaints
that logging is the main source of
income for many local residents. He
said the illegal practice has primarily
benefited a small number of timber
traders and government officials bribed
by them.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan,
who was born and raised in Ijevan, on
Thursday ruled out any concessions to
“the organizers ofillegal logging” whom
he blamed for the unrest. “We will stop
illegal logging in the most resolute
manner,” he said.

The government ban means that
from now on locals will only be able to
resell smaller amounts of wood legally
purchased from a state forestry
agency. Also, villagers will be pro-
vided with firewood for heating their
homes in winter months.

EU Envoy Praises ‘Excellent’ Ties

Continued frompage 1

Switalski also stressed the im-
portance of 25 million euros ($28 mil-
lion) in additional EU aid to Armenia
that will be provided this year. He
portrayed the sum as a reward for
reforms already implemented in the
country. The diplomat singled out the
holding in December 2018 of parlia-
mentary elections widely recognized
as democratic.

The EU foreign policy chief,
Federica Mogherini, also acknowledged

the “democratic reforms” last month
when she announced the extra aid after
chairing, together with Armenian For-
eign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian, a
session of the EU-Armenia Partner-
ship Council.

The CEPA offers the South
Caucasus state the prospect of a closer
relationship with the EU in return for
major political and economic reforms.
The 350-page agreement is already
being partly implemented despite not
having beenratified yet by all EU mem-
ber states.

McConnell “possibilities of increasing
financial assistance provided by the
United States to Armenia.” It said they

also talked about Armenia’s foreign
policy and energy security as well as
“regional stability.”
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Aurora Humanitarian Initiative
Launches the #AraratChallenge,
a Global Crowdfunding Campaign

The Aurora Humanitarian Initia-

tive has announced the
#AraratChallenge, a new crowdfunding
campaign aimed at supporting those in
urgent need of basic humanitarian aid
around the world.

The #AraratChallenge is a video-
based crowdfunding campaign set to
increase the impact and reach of the
Aurora Humanitarian Initiative, whose
projects combat poverty, improve
healthcare and provide education to
those in need. This call-to-donate seeks
to inspire and engage people to em-
brace Aurora’s mission of empower-
ing successive generations of humani-
tarians.

At the core of the campaign is
Mount Ararat, a universal symbol of
renewal and second chances. Just as
the 100,000 Armenian orphans that
survived the Genocide had a chance to
start a new life, the #AraratChallenge
provides an exceptional opportunity
for everyone to join this movement and
give a second chance to those who
need it most.

“Mount Ararat is the biblical
mountain where Noah’s ark is said to
have landed and a crucial part of the
story about humanity’s second chance.
As we know, a century ago our ances-
tors were also given a second chance
to survive the Armenian Genocide.
Many people, including my grandfa-
ther, owed their survival to the gener-
osity of others. One hundred years
later, we founded the Aurora Humani-
tarian Initiative and the Aurora Prize
for Awakening Humanity on behalf of
the survivors and in gratitude to their
saviors. We are committed to giving a

second chance to those who are in
need today. The #Ararat Challenge is a
unique opportunity to continue the cycle
of Gratitude in Action together,” said
Noubar Afeyan, Co-Founder of the
Aurora Humanitarian Initiative.

The Aurora Humanitarian Initia-
tive kicks off the #AraratChallenge
crowdfunding campaign today, July
19, 2019, inviting people from all over
the world to take part in this movement
and donate any sum, even $1 per month,
to give a second chance to the vulner-
able and destitute. All funds received in
the form of donations will be directed
tothe Aurora Humanitarian Initiative’s
programs that directly benefit those in
need.

“Everyone deserves a second
chance, and the #AraratChallege is a
call to help us give that chance to people
around the world. I myself and many
other Armenians are alive today only
because some courageous and com-
passionate people saved our grandpar-
ents one hundred years ago. Today, we
continue to see victims of violence, war
and genocide around the world. Most
often, children are the first victims of
these heinous atrocities. And just as we
sought help a century ago, today we
can be those that help; we can make a
difference. Today, we are fortunate to
have a turn at making the world a safer
place for the generations to come. Join
the #AraratChallenge and put your Grati-
tude into Action,” said Ruben Vardanyan,
Co-Founder of the Aurora Humanitar-
ian Initiative.

The #AraratChallenge is open to
anyone. Here you can find a tutorial on
how to join the challenge.

PM Pashinyan

Continued frompage 1

commitment to this challenging path
could be more effective, I wish it to be
the most victorious for our country,
our people and each of you.

I wish to highlight and welcome
women’s involvement in military af-
fairs, which has been the case for
many years. It is an important indica-
tor of serious transformations under-
way in our society, considering that
women have enormous potential, they
represent the majority of our popula-
tion. We must provide the necessary
prerequisites, so that our women could
serve the Republic of Armenia in a
dignified manner and effectively in all
spheres of public life.

I understand that not every one
of you can achieve such success. Nev-
ertheless, I wish you to go as far as the
rank of army general; I wish you could

reach high positions by virtue of your
merits without mediating your social
standing and personal relations.

Dear friends,

Now, let me talk about peace. The
Republic of Armenia is a pacifist state
and our armed forces are the main
guarantors of peace, but I want to
emphasize what kind of peace we need.

The Chinese military strategy be-
lieves that talented generals win with-
out a war. We need such peace. We
need such an army, such a state and
society that can make the potential
adversaries realize that fighting with
us makes no sense, since any war
waged against us is doomed to failure
as it will lead to the unconditional
victory of the Republic of Armenia, its
people and its armed forces.

And all of us, irrespective of our
uniform, are dedicated to these victo-
ries, and each of us, from the National

Startupers Participating in “Sevan Startup
Summit 2019” Will Compete for
$100,000 Prize Fund

SEQsIoE
Startuo
sumMit

@ www.seasidestartupsummit.com

YEREVAN — Annual “Sevan
Startup Summit” will be held in Sevan
from July 28 to August 3 and will unite
more than 1,000 entrepreneurs from
all over the world in Armenia.

Mentors and business experts
have been invited to Armenia, which
will help startupers to develop and
attractthe international market through
professional lectures and specially de-
veloped educational program. More
than 100 successful entrepreneurs and
industry leaders will share their expe-
riences with the participants during
the 7 days of “Sevan Startup Summit”.
The participants and visitors of Sum-
mit will have a unique opportunity to
listen lectures and have personal meet-
ings with the professionals in the field.

Startupers participatingin “Sevan
Startup Summit” will compete for a
$100,000 prize fund. There will also
be $100,000 guaranteed investment
fund that will be invested in 2 or 3
startups. Summit will be attended by
individual investors and reputable ven-
ture funds representatives. It is ex-
pected to get more than $1,000,000
investment agreements.

@ Info@seasidestartupsummit.com

The participants will spend 7 days
in a tent camp, combining a well-
equipped educational program with rest.
Within the educational program, par-
ticipants will meet various high-rank-
ing officials who will share their pro-
fessional experience and answer the
questions of the participants.

For the participants camp stay is
free. They will be provided with tents
and sleeping bags as well as two meals
a day.

Visitors will be able to get one-
day passes to attend the Summit and
participate in the educational program.
For more information please visit the
official website of Summit. For Arme-
nian text please see the attachment.

The first “Sevan Startup Sum-
mit” was organized in 2016. It has
been held in different countries around
the world. In 2018 the Summit was
held also in the United Arab Emirates
and India. To date, more than 450
startups and nearly 15,000 partici-
pants have attended the Summit. More
than $200,000 has been given to
startups and $2,000,000 investments
has been made.

Prof. Taner Akcam Unearths Solid Evidence

Continued frompage 1

Previously, the authenticity of these
letters was questioned but, according
to Ak¢am, signature comparison indi-
cates they were authored by Sakir —
who, as head of the Teskilat-i Mahsusa,
helped to plan and carry out the geno-
cide.

“These letters indicate there was
an actual, conscious decision taken to
annihilate the empire’s Armenian popu-
lation and that it was taken before 3
March 1915,” says Prof. Akc¢am.
“Moreover, there were other related
decisions which preceded this final
one, as a series of documents we
discovered in the Ottoman Archives
shows.”

These documents suggest that
initial decisions to eliminate groups of

Armenians were not taken by the Cen-
tral Committee of the CUP and/or by
the central government, but by gover-
nors in the provinces of Van and Bitlis.

“In their communications — both
with Istanbul and with one another —
the governors did not see the need to
use vague language or euphemisms in
referring to the annihilation of the Ar-
menians, but spoke of it openly, even
offering a number of tangible ideas
regarding how such an extermination
could or should be carried out,” says
Prof. Ak¢am.

Policy decisions regarding the
elimination of Armenians, while ini-
tially made at the regional level, would
eventually serve to pressure the cen-
tral government in Istanbul to adopt a
more radical overall policy, he con-
cludes.

Assembly and to the House of the
Government, should serve this noble
mission. We all wear the epaulettes of
our people, our history, our ancestors,
our descendants. Long live those who
wear these epaulettes with dignity.

And, therefore,

Long live the Republic of Arme-
nia!

Long live the Armed Forces of
the Republic of Armenia!

Longlive the Republic of Artsakh!

Long live the Armenian people!

Glory to our martyrs, glory to our
officers and soldiers, glory to the rising
generation that will see ever new achieve-
ments and new victories! Glory and
glorious service to you all! Thank you.”
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Grand Premiere of “Cilicia: The Land of
Lions” to Take Place in Armenia Soon

BEIRUT (Armenpress) -- The
private premiere screening of a mood
reel trilogy “Cilicia: The Land of Li-
ons,” depicting the glorious history of
the Kingdom of Cilicia, took place at
the Metropolis Empire Sofil movie the-
ater in Beirut, Lebanon, on the 17th of
July. The elite of the entertainment
scene in Lebanon were present at the
screening and post reception, reports
Armenpress.

The project was initiated by the
Khatchadourian Family of Lebanon and
KOHAR to contribute to the preserva-
tion and dissemination of the glorious
history of the noble Armenian King-
dom of Cilicia. KOHAR has always
been devoted to the promulgation of
the Armenian cultural heritage, and
this cinematographic work aims to
disseminate the untold story of the
Glorious Armenian Kingdomof Cilicia.

“This project aims to keep the
memory of the powerful and proud
Kingdom of Cilicia alive and vivid in
the minds of current and future gen-
erations. The history of Cilicia will
find a great reaction among the Arme-
nian diaspora, particularly those living
in Lebanon, as Cilicia is the historical
motherland for almost all of us. The
flags of the Cilician Kingdom that were
proudly waved by the audiences dur-
ing numerous KOHAR concerts is now
waved on the screen in the hands of
historical figures,” said Harout
Khatchadourian.

“Cilicia: The Land of Lions” is a
mood reel trilogy that showcases one
of the most significant chapters of the
Armenian history, the Kingdom of
Cilicia, during its three-century-old
existence (1080-1375). It was pro-
duced in accordance with the modern
standards of a history genre film pro-
duction, using advanced technologies.
This project is the first of its kind in the
Armenian market. The producing com-
pany is Domino Production, based in
Armenia.

“The shooting of the mood reel
trilogy took a long time as it would take
a feature film, but our aim was to
create a high-quality cinematographic
piece that will claim its position in the
contemporary world of film produc-
tion and make Armenia recognizable as
a country with a great potential to be a
part of the international film industry.
All the scenes were shot in Armenia:
from battlefields to the naval battle,
whichwe filmed on the famous "Cilicia"
boat. The mood reel is rich in powerful
visual effects and computer graph-
ics,” said the director of the mood reel
trilogy Ashot Arakelyan.

The mood reel trilogy has been
produced based on historical facts.
However, for artistic and dramatic
purposes, some of the historical epi-
sodes are presented with the unique
approach of the director. The primary
condition when selecting the cast was
the charisma of the character rather
than the fame of the actor or actress.
The characters and all the historical
events are based on the rich historical
archives and we recreated in consulta-
tion with a history expert. The special
drama and the essence of the Middle
Ages presented in the film are more
emphasized with the original
soundtrack performed by KOHAR
Symphony Orchestra and Choir.

Established at a time when the
Armenian people did not have state-
hood, a new Armenian princedom was
established on the Mediterranean coast
in the land of Cilicia. The three centu-
ries of breathtaking history of the
Cilician Kingdom were more than suf-
ficient to leave a lasting mark in the
pages of history and the hearts of all
Armenians.

The first mood reel introduces
the first part (1080-1198) of the three-
century-old history of Cilicia, from the
founding of a princedom in the 11th
century to the rule of one of the great-
est Armenian royals — King Levon the
Roupenid — to Cilicia’s participation in
the Crusades and the establishment of
the Cilician Kingdom.

The second mood reel refers to
the historical events taking place in the
13th century, providing an insight into
the relationship among the nobles and
the change in the royal dynasties from
Roupenids to Hetoumids, with Queen
Zabel 1, marrying her regent,
Constantine of Baberon’s son: the
founder of Hetoumids' dynasty — King
Hetoum I.

The third and the last of the mood
reel trilogy presents the final years of
the Kingdom (1219-1375) beginning
with the reign of King Levon III, when
Cilicia was torn apart from all four
sides of the kingdom, to King Levon V,
the last king who came from the
Lusignan dynasty; his burial is de-
picted in the last scene of the mood
reel.

This is the first and the only
cinematographic work that narrates
the history of Cilicia and has an ambi-
tious aim to be presented in the inter-
national film market.

The grand premiere of “Cilicia:
The Land of Lions” mood reel trilogy
will take place in Armenia in the near
future.

Animating History:

How the Zoryan Institute Brings the
Testimonies of Genocide Survivors to Life

RNATIONA
FAERINAINER MM L

TORONTO — Can you imagine
if you, as a kid, could see the animated
story of your grandparents on screen?
What if you could watch them recount
their life story and learn more about
who you are and where you come
from? What if you could not only listen
to the testimonies of Armenian geno-
cide survivors, your grandparents or
great-grandparents, from the survi-
vors personally, but also watch the
story in animation on screen?

The Zoryan Institute is working
to make that a reality! The Institute, in
partnership with BARS Media of Ar-
menia, is converting its oral history
accounts of the survivors of the Arme-
nian genocide into animation. To illus-
trate the courageous and inspiring life
story of one such survivor, Aurora
Mardiganian’s testimony will be the
first to be made into an animated film,
titled Aurora’s Sunrise, to be shown
worldwide some 100 years later since
the first silent movie of 1919.

Aurora Mardiganian was one of
the biggest celebrities of the Golden
Age of silent film. She was a survivor
of the 1915-1918 Armenian Genocide,
a refugee turned actress, and the un-
likely star of one of the highest gross-
ing films of her time.

As described in her interview,
three years after her escape from the
Armenian Genocide, Aurora wrote the
best-selling book, Ravished Armenia,
in which she shared her harrowing
experiences. A year later, she starred
in a film adaptation of the book which
became one of the biggest blockbust-
ers of the silent era. Aurora was also
the face of an unparalleled humanitar-
ian campaign for victims of the geno-
cide that raised awareness and over
$30 million in 1919.

Along with breathtaking anima-
tion and recovered segments of
Aurora’s original silent film, Aurora’s
Sunrise resurrects her inspiring story
of female empowerment. Aurora

= w5 RARS MENMIA  ~ohriicdothaats
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stands alongside figures such as Anne
Frank, Malala Y ousafzai, Nadia Murad
as a champion of human dignity. She is
not a victim but a hero—a fighter for
justice and humanity.

Through this medium, future gen-
erations will be exposed to engaging
and visceral adaptations of the Zoryan
Institute’s Oral History Archives. The
Archive can be used to illustrate not
only Aurora’s story, but the thousands
of hours of filmed interviews in the
collection including the Institute’s in-
terview with nonArmenian survivors
of the Armenian Genocide such as
Eleanor Ussher-Baker.

Ussher-Baker was the daughter
of the medical missionary, Clarence
Ussher, who served as a doctor and
missionary in Marsovan, Harput and
Van from 1898 to 1915 and was a
witness during the massacres of Van
in 1915.

This project is a massive under-
taking and still requires a great deal of
time as well as human and financial
resources. A project of this caliber and
importance can cost upwards of $1
million. Aurora’s Sunrise has received
a commitment from ZDF/ARTE, one
of the biggest public broadcasters in
Europe to include Aurora’s Sunrise in
one of the six spots on their channel
dedicated to theatrically released docu-
mentaries. The film has also won sup-
port from Eurimages, “Best Pitch” at
the Belgrade Women in Film’s Film
Festival and the “Best Project” award
fromthe Armenia-Turkey Cinema Plat-
form. The film is scheduled to be
premiered in 2020.

The Institute is especially excited
about its Oral History archives and this
initiative to convert Oral History testi-
monies, which the Institute has been
preserving for the past three decades,
into animated film. This will come to
life through the artistic and cinematic
talents of’its partners at BARS Media in
Armenia.

OSCE Urges Ankara

Continued frompage 1

more years and six months tacked
onto his sentence for being a member
of an armed group.

The court sentenced Erhan
Tuncel to 99 years and six months in
prison for involvement in Dink's mur-

der and being a member of an armed
group.

Yasin Hayal, a Turkish national-
ist who was previously sentenced to
life in prison in 2012 for ordering the
murder, received seven years and six
months in prison for forming and lead-
ing an armed group.
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St. Gregory Armenian Church,Pasadena

Delicious Lunch, Drinks and Ice Cream

Water games for all ages

[u:.u&bn_ilnl_[(?[u_ilﬁ Eo «uL[ln[llll» JwC[uﬁu.u:Hle ”-nLFtil lll.ulnl_l.uillnuil:

For Reservations, Please Call
Church Office 626-449-1523
Alice 818-606-6606 / Khris 626-201-2704

§y { Legacy
“49 Realty

Nick Karasarkisian
Broker - CalBRE # 01022153

2275 Huntington Dr., #117
San Marino, CA 91108
Phone: 213.706.9990

e-mail: nickkarasarkisian@gmail.com
www.legacyrealtyca.com
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