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Armenian Government Supports Restart of Amulsar

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Citing
the findings of an independent envi-
ronmental audit commissioned by his
government, Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan announced on Monday his
intention to allow an Anglo-American
company to restart a controversial gold
mining project in Armenia disrupted a
year ago.

Pashinyan said that the company,
Lydian International, will have to stick
to “unprecedentedly high environmen-
tal standards that have not been applied
in Armenia until now.”

He said that the government will
also force other mining companies
operating in the country to gradually
comply with those standards. He
claimed that some of those companies
have sponsored environmentalists’
campaigns against Lydian in an effort
to kill the Amulsar project and thus
avoid spending large sums of money
on improving their notoriously poor
environmental records.

Work on the massive gold mine
located inthe southeastern Vayots Dzor
province started in August 2016 fol-
lowing a lengthy licensing process.
But it ground to a halt in June 2018 as
several dozen protesters blocked all
roads leading to Amulsar. The roads
have remained closed since then, with
the protesters saying that gold mining
and smelting operations there would

Gold Mining Operation

pollute air, soil and water resources.

Lydian, which claims to have
already invested $400 million in the
project, dismisses these concerns, say-
ing that it will use modern and safe
technology.

Early this year, the Armenian gov-
ernment hired a Lebanese environ-
mental consultancy, ELARD, to con-
duct an environmental assessment of
what would be one of the biggest
foreign investment projects ever imple-
mented in Armenia. Pashinyan and other
officials indicated that Lydian’s re-
newed operations will depend on the
results of that audit.

ELARD was specifically tasked
with looking into the project’s poten-

MPs Paylan and Giinay Warn of “Imminent
Risk of Genocide” Against Kurds

BUENOS AIRES — Two legisla-
tors in the National Assembly of Tur-
key representing the opposition
People’s Democratic Party (HDP)
warned this Thursday about the “im-
minent risk of genocide” against the
Kurdish people, during a conference
held at the National Congress of Ar-
gentina, in an event organized by the
Armenian Center.

“The situation of the Kurds today
is the most serious among minorities in
Turkey,” said Ebru Giinay, lawyer and
deputy for the HDP. “Every Kurdish
family is concerned about the possibil-
ity of their members being imprisoned

CONGRESO DE LA NACION
ARGENTI ™

or killed.”

“The problem is that Erdogan
feeds on a war policy, and his usual
argument to silence criticism is to start
a war against the Kurds,” she added,
referring to recent reports of a new
Turkish military operation in northern
Syria, where the country already main-
tains an important base after two
offensives in 2016 and 2018 and in the
middle of the civil war.

“What we are waiting for is that
the international community no longer
closes its eyes to the crimes commit-

Continued onpage 3

tial impact on Jermuk, a famous spa
resort located around 20 kilometers
from Amulsar, and the more remote
Lake Sevan.

According to ELARD’s final re-
port publicized by an Armenian law-
enforcement agency last week, under-
ground water at Amulsar is not con-
nected with mineral water sources in
Jermuk or rivers and canals flowing
into Sevan.

The 200-page report says that
gold mining poses greater environ-
mental risks for other rivers flowing
through Vayots Dzor. But it says they
can be minimized if Lydian takes 16
“mitigating measures” recommended
by ELARD. Lydian has expressed
readiness to take virtually of all those

Continued onpage 2

PM Pashinyan
to Meet With Los
Angeles Armenian

Community
on September 22

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
will depart Armenia for the U.S. on
September 22, where he plans to meet
with the Armenian community of Los
Angeles during a public gathering at
Grand Park in Los Angeles.

”The much anticipated meeting
will take place on September 22 at 4
pm. I invite all of you to Grand Park of
Los Angeles, where I will give a
speech,” stated Pashinyan in a live
Facebook post. “I invite our compatri-
ots from Los Angeles and nearby cit-
ies. I hope we will discuss the agenda
which we last touched upon during the
gathering in Stepanakert. I hope we
will organize a powerful gathering that
day in Los Angeles, which many people
righteously call the capital of the
Diaspora and I believe my visit will be
productive,” added Pashinyan.

The Prime Minister emphasized
that Los Angeles was one of the major
centers of support for the non-violent,
Velvet Revolution which took place in
Armenia. “I highly appreciate the sup-
port of the Armenians in Los Angeles
and I believe this is a very important
meeting and highly anticipated meet-
ing, at least for me. I hope this is also
a highly anticipated meeting for the
Armenians of Los Angeles and nearby
cities as well.” Pashinyan concluded.

Armenian Educational Benevolent Union
Presents the 2019-2020 AEBU

Scholarship Awards

J\ ——

GLENDALE—"Empowering our
youth for a brighter future.” Driven by
this motto, the Armenian Educational
Benevolent Union celebrated and rec-
ognized the achievements of six bright
college students on Friday, August 9,
2019 at the Armenian Society of Los
Angeles library in Glendale, California.
An extraordinary evening, during
which, the AEBU Scholarship Fund
committee announced the recipients
of its 2019-2020 Scholarships.

In her opening remarks, Mrs.
Katia Kermoyan-Khodanian welcomed
the guests and acknowledged the pres-
ence of our honorary guests, Ms. Jen-
nifer Freemon, President of the Board
of Education of the Glendale Unified
School District, Dr. Vivian Ekchian,
Superintendent of the Glendale Unified
School District, Dr. Vahram
Shemmassian, Director of Armenain

Continued onpage 3
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The United States Imposes Sanctions
on Two Armenian Companies

YEREVAN— The US Department
of Commerce said its Bureau of Industry
and Security has placed two Armenian
companies in the list of companies which
are subject to US sanctions.

The Yerevan Telecommunica-
tions Research Institute (YETRI) and
the Markel company are among 17
Canadian, Russian, Georgian and other
firms blacklisted by the Bureau of
Industry and Security (BIS), which is
part of the U.S. Department of Com-
merce. They will now be banned from
purchasing U.S. products.

Theagency explained that YETRI
has been sanctioned because it had
obtained unspecified sensitive items
and re-exported them without BIS li-
censes. “And the person who is both
Executive Director of YETRI and
President of Markel has been engaged
in a business relationship with a sanc-
tioned Iranian organization,” its state-
ment added without elaborating.

Novosti-Armenia news agency
contacted the executive director of the
Yerevan Telecommunications Re-
search Institute Mher Markosyan, who
refrained from comments, saying only
that the company is preparing an offi-

cial statement on this issue. He insisted
that YETRI has never sold any equip-
ment to Iranian firms.

“As for Markel, it had signed
contracts and done business with Ira-
nian enterprises until 2009,”
Markosyan told RFE/RL’s Armenian
service. “It hasn’t signed any further
contracts since 2009.”

“Any export operation, especially
to Iran, is examined under the micro-
scope,” he went on. “If there is even a
slight suspicion [of wrongdoing] rest
assured that the [Armenian] state will
not permit it. Knowing all this, we have
never gone down that path.”

Markosyan also said that offi-
cials from the U.S. State Department
have regularly visited and inspected
his companies designing telecommu-
nication equipment. “They praised and
told us to keep up the good work,” he
claimed.

Markosyan added that he will
therefore appeal to the U.S. Embassy
in Armenia to help lift the sanctions.

The Armenian Ministry of
Economy said, meanwhile, that it is
looking into the U.S. announcement
and will comment later on.

British-Armenian Alan Andranik Gogbashian
Appointed UK Ambassador to Armenia

LONDON — Alan Andranik
Gogbashian has been appointed Her
Majesty’s Ambassador to the Republic
of Armenia, UK government’s press
service reported. He will replace Ms
Judith Farnworth who has served as
British ambassador in Yerevan for the
last four years. She will be transferring
to another Diplomatic Service appoint-
ment.

Gogbashian has headed various
divisions at the British Foreign Office
since 2014. He was Britain’s deputy
head of missionin Morocco from2011-
2014.

This is the first time that a
Diaspora Armenian will be ambassa-
dor to Armenia. Gogbashian will take
up his appointment during September
2019.

Meanwhile, the British Embassy
in Yerevan touted on Monday a “sub-
stantial” increase in commercial ties
between the two countries.

“Growth in trade turnover was
42 percent and 18 percent in 2017 and
2018 respectively,” it said in written
comments to RFE/RL’s Armenian ser-
vice. “There was a substantial growth
in the UK’s investment flows to Arme-
nia over the past four years in sectors
such as ICT, pharmaceutical and min-
ing.”

“The British Embassyin Yerevan
sees further potential for growth and is

working with UK companies and sec-
tors in Armenia to encourage more UK
trade and investment,” it added.

The British mission alsosaid Lon-
don is committed to helping Armenia
become a “democratic, prosperous and
resilient country.”

“To do this, over the last year or
so, the UK has increased its support to
Armenia’s domestic reform agenda,”
it said. “We supported delivery of the
free and fair elections last December
and now we are focusing on helping to
strengthen Armenia’s institutions,
which is crucial for Armenia’s long-
term development. We are doing this
through a range of governance and
economic reforms, defense reform,
efforts to tackle corruption and uphold
human rights.”

August 24, 2019

Vahagn Dadrian, American-Armenian
Historian and Genocide Researcher
Passed Away

He was also an Honorary Doctor
of the National Academy of Sciences
of the Republic of Armenia and a Fel-
low of the National Academy of Sci-
ences of the Republic of Armenia.
Dadrian has done a great job of pro-
ducing and publishing documentaries
on the Armenian Genocide.

Vahagn Dadrianwas bornin 1926
in Istanbul. Graduated from the Uni-
versity of Berlin, School of Mathemat-
ics, History of Vienna University and
University of Zurich International Law.

Dadrian is one of the founders of
Comparative Genocide Studies. Par-
ticularly valuable are "The Armenian
Genocide in Soviet and Historical Dis-
cussions" (in Armenian, 1995), "The
German Responsibility in the Arme-
nian Genocide." Historical Proof Edit-
ing "(English, 1996), The Guarantee of
Genocide. Monographs of the Turk-
ish-Armenian Conflict (English, 1998).
Within the field of international law,
the analysis of the Armenian Genocide
was dedicated to the Genocide as a key
issue of national and international law.
The Armenian Question in the Years of
World War I and Its Modern Legal

Attitude ”(English, 1989).

Vahagn Dadrian awarded the
Movses Khorenatsi medal, gold medal
Veritas (Harvard University), gold
medal of the National Academy of
Sciences, Fridtjof Nansen Committee
for Armenians Chshmaritnere Italian
gold medal (genocide scholars Inter-
national Association), St. Sahak and
St. Mashtots Medal of the President's
gold medal.

Levon Aronian Wins Saint Louis
Rapid & Blitz Grand Chess Tour

SAINT LOUIS -- Armenian GM
Levon Aronian has been crowned win-
ner of the Saint Louis Rapid & Blitz
tournament. He won the title despite
losing his last round game against
former leader Maxime Vachier-
Lagrave.

The French grandmaster ended
up sharing second place with Yu
Yangyi and Ding Liren. World cham-
pion Magnus Carlsen finished in sixth
place.

Right after his last game, Aronian
said he was extremely happy with this
victory.

“At this point I already don’t care
if  blundered anything," said Aronian.
"The win just brings the relief. Before
today I was thinking OK I am playing
so badly, maybe I will have trouble
catching up with Maxime. So the win
is a great feel for me.”

Aronian had also won the rapid
and blitz tournament in St. Louis two
years ago, when the 13th world cham-

cvLEVON ARONIAN

pion Garry Kasparov participated. Back
then the winner's total score was 24.5
points; this year 1.5 points fewer were
enough.

Aronian won $37,000 and 13
Grand Chess Tour points, which put
him in third place in the overall stand-
ings, behind Magnus Carlsen and
Vachier-Lagrave.

Next Aronian will participate in
the Sinquefield Cup tournament he
won last year.

Armenian Government Approves
Restart of Amulsar

Continued frompage 1

measures.

In an 80-minute live broadcast
aired through Facebook, Pashinyan
insisted that the Amulsar project does
not carry any environmental risks for
Jermuk and Sevan.

“We will carry out constant moni-
toring and if we see that Lydian does
not ensure zero emissions of contami-
nated water from the mine we will first
warn and give it 90 days to rectify
things,” he said. “If that is not done
[within 90 days] the mine will be closed.
The government has all the levers to

solve this issue.”

Pashinyan argued that right from
the beginning his government made
Lydian’s renewed operations at
Amulsar primarily conditional on the
environmental safety of Jermuk
sources and Sevan. “We must today
honor our own condition [set for
Lydian,]” he said, adding that failure
to do so would make Armenia look
like an “unserious state” in the eyes of
the outside world.

Pashinyan made the comments
hours after meeting with parliament
deputies representing his My Step alli-
ance.
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Armenian Educational Benevolent Union Presents the 2019-2020
AEBU Scholarship Awards

Continued frompage 1

Studies Program at California State
University of Northridge, and Dr.
Hasmig Baran, Armenian Studies pro-
fessor at CSUN. After a brief intro-
duction of the history of the Armenian
Educational Benevolent Union estab-
lishedin 1969 in Beirut, Lebanon, Mrs.
Kermoyan-Khodanian continued her
remarks explaining the inception of the
AEBU Scholarship Fund by a group of
visionary individuals who believe in
empowering the youth with highest
level of education and encouraging
community service and the idea of
giving back to one’s community. Based
on these ideals, the AEBU Scholarship
committee carefully reviewed the nu-
merous applications received and de-
cided to award six scholarships in-
stead of the five, which was initially
announced. Afterwards she invited Dr.
Rosine Der Tavitian to introduce the
awardees.

Before introducing the awardees,
Dr. Der Tavitian talked about the his-
tory of scholarships in general; she
emphasized the fact that the concept
of giving scholarships has started in
1643 in London, England. Afterwards,
she emphasized the importance and
the impact of scholarships in resumes
when pursuing careers. Then the high-
light of the evening was when Dr. Der
Tavitian invited Mr. Tatios Koroglian,
a founding member of the AEBU Schol-
arship Fund to present the scholarship
awards to our six talented and highly
accomplished winners.

Our 2019 -2020 AEBU Scholar-
ship Fund Awardees are:

Nanor Deirbadrossion - Special
skills: Lark Conservatory graduate,
performed in many cultural events.
She is a vocalist, plays the piano, the
La Crescenta Church organist, plays in
a rock band, recipient of multiple

awards, and recognitions. Nanor vol-
unteered in various Armenian cultural
events. Recognized the Armenian Com-
munity as a safe haven for her.

Future goals: Interested in
Bioengineering, with intent to create
machines to help the future of medi-
cine to take better pictures of tumors
and medical conditions.

College attending: University of
California, Santa Cruz.

Alison Ghafari - Special skills:
Active board member of the Gaidz
Youth Organization since 2015.
Worked with Nor Serount Cultural
Association in setting up the library.
For the past 11 years she was active in
the St. John’s church in La Verne and
St. Gregory Armenian Church in Pasa-
dena. She was an acolyte. She has
participated in Genocide commemora-
tion of Khatchcar at Azusa Pacific
University.

Future goals: Biology with goal
to become a physician and help her
community.

College attending: Azusa Pacific
University

Katia Khanlian - Special skills:
Volunteered with the American Arme-
nian Rose Float Association for three
years. Spoken at the Armenian Tele-
thon. She has won many science fair
awards

Future goals: Chemistry major to
become a pharmacist and discover
medicine for cancer through research.

College attending: University of
California, Los Angeles

Narek Dadouryan - Special skills:
Armenia Tree Project ambassador,
volunteered with the American Arme-
nian Rose Float Association for the
annual Rose Parade. Has founded a
rock band, plays the guitar. He has
performed at multiple events.

Future goals: Computer Science,
become independent and contribute to

Mrs. Katia Kermoyan-Khodanian

the Armenian community through tech-
nology.

College attending: University of
California, Los Angeles

Christina Chiranian - Special
skills: Camp Counselor at AGBU Camp
Amaras. Plays varsity basketball, was
the team captain. Tutoring Armenian
to students. Played Armenian theatre,
and recently got recruited by Satamian
Armenian Drama group.

Future goals: Double majoring in
Political Science and Criminology,
Law, and Society, with the intent to
become a criminal lawyer. Continue
Armenian studies and minor in Arme-
nian.

College attending: University of
California, Irvine

Talin Kojababian - Special skills:
Active member of the Gaidz Youth
Organization. Dean’s List every se-
mester at USC. Dean’s List and Dean’s
Merit Scholarship at Southwestern Law
School. Internship at Vatche Tashjian’s
Law Firm. Participated in the annual
telethon for orphanages in Armenia.
Played on the Pasadena Women’s Soc-
cer team and received the Scholar
Baller Award for college athletes who

Dr. Rosine Der Tavitian

excel in school.

Future goals: Passing the Bar on
the first try, start her own law firm and
become a judge in the future.

College attending: Southwestern
Law School

To conclude the event, Mrs. Katia
Kermoyan-Khodanian emphasized the
importance of committing to advanc-
ing the mission of the AEBU Scholar-
ship Fund. She urged those present
and the community at large to support
this mission and donate to expand its
programs. A reception followed the
ceremony where guests enjoyed so-
cializing, networking, and getting to
know each other.

Y ou may contribute to the Arme-
nian Educational Benevolent Union
Scholarship Fund by visiting our
website AEBU.org or mailing your
donation to AEBU Scholarship Fund,
1060 N. Allen Ave., Pasadena, CA
91104.

Armenian Educational Benevo-
lent Union is a California based chari-
table organization, exempt from Fed-
eral income tax under section 501 (c)
(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Tax
ID # 95-3798531.

MPs Paylan and Giinay Warn of “Imminent Risk of Genocide” Against Kurds

Continued frompage 1

ted by Erdogan against the Kurds.
There is a people under threat of
genocide,” said the deputy of Kurdish
origin.

On the other hand, Garo Paylan,
an ethnic Armenian lawmaker in Tur-
key, also told the gathering that the
reason for the tour is to warn the
countries they are visiting of the
imminent risk of a new genocide,
this time against the Kurds.

“The same Genocide against the
Armenians 105 years ago, could be
repeated today against the Kurds,”
said Paylan. “I am very grateful for
Argentina’s recognition of the Ar-
menian Genocide. Many countries
recognized it, but did this stop our
pain? We will achieve justice when
the Turkish Parliament recognizes
the Armenian Genocide,” said the
Deputy. “Only a truly democratic
Turkey will recognize the genocide
against the Armenian people.”

Giinay and Paylan have visited
Uruguay and will continue their trip
to Chile and Brazil after passing
through Argentina, as part of a Latin
America tour organized by the
Kurdistan Latin America organiza-

tion and various Armenian organiza-
tions within these nations.

“Today, on the border of Tur-
key, there are 80 thousand soldiers
stationed and waiting for Erdogan’s
order to kill,” said the deputy.

“Erdogan is manipulating the in-
ternational powers, blackmailing and
using their strategic position for the
whole world. It threatens, for example,
to open the border to refugees so they
can reach Europe,” Paylan said.

“It is not that the international
community or the EU does not un-
derstand what is happening in Tur-
key, but they are afraid of the word
‘refugee.” However, today in Syria
we can say that Turkey, is in part,
responsible for the war and refu-
gees” he added.

For Paylan, the coup against
Erdogan three years ago allowed the
president to forge an alliance with the
nationalists after which “he began to
commit crimes, oppress and murder
to realize his dream.”

“He jailed his opponents, we are
few who are free and can talk about
the issue, ” he said.

Glinay, in agreement, stated that
the Turkish president “took advantage
of the 2016 coup attempt to create his

own presidential system.”

“Erdogan built the country’s sys-
tem on a person, so the ideology and
speech he always uses is from a flag,
a nation, a religion and a language. In
Turkey, journalists, academics, ethnic
groups and activists are imprisoned
today, including politicians and human
rights supporters,” he added.

“Unfortunately today, we Arme-
nians are a minority and the only pos-
sibility that a minority group will live
peacefully is within a system of re-
spect for democracy,” Paylan ex-
plained.

Paylan recalled that 100 years
ago, the demands of the Armenians for
equal treatment by the Ottoman Em-
pire was reciprocated with mass ex-
termination. “That situation is re-
peated today, since the demands of
democracy are in force. We are still
afraid of this being repeated,” he ex-
plained.

Regarding the statements made
by Erdogan in April and on the occa-
sion of the 104th anniversary of the

Armenian Genocide, when the presi-
dent justified the actions as “appropri-
ate deportations for that time,” Paylan
lamented the denial of a “scientifically
proven crime that remains unpun-
ished.”

“When a president despises a
scientific verdict of a crime against
humanity, it is a sign that he is willing
to repeat it,” he said.

The legislator also considered that
currently, the problems of Armenians
and Kurds are similar, motivating the
rapprochement between the two mi-
norities which, in part, resulted in the
founding of the HDP in 2012. The
HDP currently has 62 seats in the
National Assembly, constituting the
third force of importance behind the
official AKP (290) and the opposition
CHP (144).

“We agreed that the best way to
face fascism was to make a common
front and eight years ago, we founded
the HDP — an idealistic party that pur-
sues utopias and has no background in
Turkey,” he added.
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Four Scholars to Speak on
“Western Armenian in the 21st Century:
Challenges and New Approaches”
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i
Shushan Karapetnan
USC UCLA

“WESTERN ARMENIAN IN THE 21ST CENTURY:
CHALLENGES AND NEW PROSPECTS”

A NEw Book PUBLISHED BY THE SOCIETY FOR ARMENIAN STUDIES
AND THE PRrESS AT CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FRESNO

Jess_é -Arlen- -

Elizabeth Mkhitarian
UCLA

Hagop Gulludjian
UCLA

FRESNO — Four scholars from
USC and UCLA will discuss their re-
search on Western Armenian in a panel
discussion entitled “Western Arme-
nian in the 21st Century: Challenges
and New Approaches” at 7:30PM on
Friday, September 6, in the University
Business Center, Alice Peters Audito-
rium, at Fresno State. Armenian Stud-
ies Program Director Prof. Barlow
Der Mugrdechian will moderate the
discussion.

The presentation is part of the
Armenian Studies Program Fall 2019
Lecture Series and is supported by the
Leon S. Peters Foundation.

For the past few years, scholars
have discussed how to best teach
Western Armenian and to transmit the
language to future generations. In
November of 2017, the Society for
Armenian Studies and the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation organized a
conference on “Transmitting Western
Armenian to the Next Generation,”
with the participation of six scholars.
The conference was organized based
on this discussion and from the 2010
report that UNESCO had placed West-
ern Armenian on the list of the world’s
endangered language. The scholars at
the conference presented the latest
research in the field of language acqui-
sition, which benefits from theoretical
and practical approaches in the field of
teaching minority languages in a
diasporic situation.

In 2018, The Press at California
State University, Fresno published
Western Armenian in the 21st Century:
Challenges and New Approaches as
part of the Armenian Series at Fresno
State. The book was edited by Bedross
Der Matossian and Armenian Studies
Program Coordinator Barlow Der
Mugrdechian. Four of the contribu-
tors to the volume will present their
conclusions on September 6.
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Nick Karasarkisian
Broker - CalBRE # 01022153
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Dr. Shushan Karapetianis Deputy
Director of the Institute of Armenian
Studies at USC. She received a PhD in
Near Eastern Languages and Cultures
from UCLA in 2014, where she has
taught Armenian Studies courses for
the past nine years. Her dissertation,
“‘How Do I Teach My Kids My Bro-
ken Armenian?’: A Study of Eastern
Armenian Heritage Language Speakers
in Los Angeles,” received the Society
for Armenian Studies Distinguished
Dissertation Award in 2015.

Jesse Siragan Arlen is a PhD
Candidate of Armenian Studies in the
Near Eastern Languages & Cultures
department at UCLA. He has taught
Western Armenian at a Sunday School
since 2016, and his creative prose and
poetry in Western Armenian has ap-
peared in literary journals such as
Inknagir and Pakine.

Elizabeth Mkhitarian graduated
from UCLA with a B.A. in English and
Armenian Studies in 2018. She is a
published writer of prose and poetry in
English and Armenian. Her first book
of poetry in Armenian is forthcoming.

Dr. Hagop Gulludjian received
his PhD with highest distinction from
the Jesuit University of Buenos Aires.
He has been teaching modern Western
Armenian at UCLA for many years.
His area of research is in poststructural
rereading of medieval mystical poetry
and in languages without a country:
language vitality programs and their
replicability.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Free parking is available in
Lot P6 or P5 near the University Busi-
ness Center (parking permits are not
required on Friday evenings).

For more information about the
lecture contact the Armenian Studies
Program at 278-2669, or visit
www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies.
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AESA Conference and Expo at
Glendale Tech Week 2019!

GLENDALE — The Armenian
Engineers and Scientists of America
(AESA) Conference & Expo at Glen-
dale Tech Week 2019 will be held on
September 15-17th, 2019. AESA is
excited to host these events as a stra-
tegic initiative that is bound to become
a hallmark annual event in the area,
converging the Armenian STEM com-
munity worldwide.

The AESA Conference at Glen-
dale Tech Week 2019 will exhibit cut-
ting-edge STEM-related presentations
and multidisciplinary panel discussions
in a wide variety of technical topics.
All are welcome to submit posters and
express interest in an oral presenta-
tion. This is an exceptional collabora-
tion and networking opportunity among
st diverse presenters, program affili-
ates and local audiences. Abstract due
date is September 4,2019 at 11:59 PM.
Contact stemconf(@aesa.org. Regis-
tration and speaking is free of charge

Conference Time/Location:

Sunday, September 15, 2019
from 1PM — 5PM. Glendale Central
Library, 222 E. Harvard St. Glendale,
CA 91205. For conference registra-
tion visit expo.aesa.org.

AESA Expo at Glendale Tech
Week 2019 will showcase creative
startups and established companies
from Armenia and the U.S. and present
their extensive wealth of technology
talent and world-class entrepreneurial
excellence. An exceptional opportu-
nity to market your breakthrough in-
novative products and services and
network with local and international
professionals in STEM (Science, Tech-

TECH

SEPTEMBER 16, 17 ASLA BUILDING

nology, Engineering, Mathematics)
related fields. Benefit from collabora-
tion with local businesses in our tech-
nology ecosystem, and explore fund-
ing opportunities with diverse inves-
tors and venture capital organizations
in the Southern California region. Par-
ticipating companies will present their
unique talents in this marquis event.
This is an unprecedented opportunity
to augment your business and brand
name. Bring your resume to our expo
as well. This event is open to all busi-
nesses here in the U.S. and abroad. All
are welcome!

Expo Time/Location:

Monday, September 16, 2019
from 3PM — 9PM, Tuesday, Septem-
ber 17,2019 from 3PM — 9PM. Arme-
nian Society of Los Angeles, 117 S.
Louise St. Glendale, CA 91205. For
further details and registration https://
expo.aesa.org.

Metrdinian Preschool Expansion

SHERMAN OAKS — In an ef-
fort to address a long student waiting
list, C & E Merdinian Armenian Evan-
gelical School has expanded its pre-
school capacity once more, five years
after the initial increase in 2014 from
36 to 57 students. We are pleased to
announce that currently, the school
will be able to accommodate 74 pre-
school students. A new classroom has
been opened to accommodate the ad-
ditional students.

Our Preschool is licensed by the
State of California to serve the needs
of children ages 3 through 5 years.
The objective of the preschool pro-
gram is to provide an age and develop-
mentally appropriate curriculum com-
bined with Christian, Armenian, and
American education to enhance the
growth of the child as an individual.

Creative activities are incorporated daily
to teach children skills needed to move
to the next developmental stage. Ex-
perimentation, exploration, and dis-
covery are encouraged. Our experi-
enced teachers help children learn in a
caring, warm, loving, and nurturing
environment.

God has blessed our efforts with
athriving Merdinian School and a highly
qualified and dedicated faculty, staff,
and Board of Directors. We pray for
God’s continued blessings and our
community’s ongoing full support.

Establishedin 1982, Merdinian is
the only Armenian Evangelical School
in the United States. The School offers
a broad-based curriculum that fosters
academic excellence, high moral val-
ues, and spiritual enrichment in the
Armenian Evangelical tradition.
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Position 1st
Tour Points 13
Prize Money $37,500
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