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Armenian Security Chief Sacked

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan said on Mon-
day that he has dismissed Artur
Vanetsian, the head of Armenia’s most
powerful security agency.

Pashinyan said the decision was
made by “mutual consent” and “as a
result of several discussions” held with
Vanetsian. “We discussed several sce-
narios for Mr. Vanetsian’s further ac-
tivities,” he said, adding that Vanetsian
will continue to head the Football Fed-
eration of Armenia.

Pashinyan declined to give any
reasons for the move, citing national
security considerations. Nor did
Pashinyan say who will replace
Vanetsian as director of the National
Security Service (NSS).

“There are different candidates
[for the post] and I will consider them
and make a decision,” he told a news
conference held in Vanadzor.

Vanetsian indicated, mean-
while, that he himself decided to
resign because of disagreements
with Pashinyan.

“State-building has its logic: spon-
taneity of actions and decisions and a
work style of not differentiating be-
tween primary and secondary and tran-
sient and lasting things is not the path
leading to the realization of goals,” he
said in a written statement issued dur-
ing Pashinyan’s news conference. “It
has nothing in common with the
officer’s honor: the officer’s epau-
lettes are incompatible with such a
course of events.

“Let my resignation be a sober-
ing ‘Stop’ step,” Vanetsian added with-
out elaborating.

Pashinyan declined to respond to
the veiled criticism when journalists
told him about it. He said he needs to
read the statement first.

The prime minister’s spokesman,
Vladimir Karapetyanhit outat Vanetsian
later in the day. “It has to be clarified
who wrote the text attributed to Artur
Vanetsian,” he told the Armenpress
news agency. “We hope that its au-
thors are not the PR offices of corrupt
persons who have ‘mistakenly’ avoided
prosecution.”

“We are calling on General
Vanetsian not to lose the officer’s
dignity cited by him,” said Karapetyan.

Pashinyan appointed Vanetsian
as NSS director two days after be-
coming prime minister in May 2018.
The 39-year-old career officer of the
former Armenian branch of the Soviet
KGB has since been one of the most
influential members of his entourage,
overseeing a number of high-profile
corruption investigations.

Robert Kocharian to Remain in Custody

L4 —
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A district court in Yerevan re-
jected on Tuesday former President
Robert Kocharian’s latest demand for
his release from prison which fol-
lowed a Constitutional Court ruling on
coup charges brought against him.

The Constitutional Court ruled
on September 4 that an article of the
Armenian Code of Procedural Justice
used against Kocharian is unconstitu-
tional because it does not take account
of current and former senior Armenian
officials’ legal immunity from pros-
ecution.

Kocharian’s lawyers seized upon
that ruling to demand that their client is
set free and cleared of the charges
stemming from the 2008 post-election
violence in Yerevan. A district court
judge, Anna Danibekian, received a rel-
evant petition from them when she
resumed on September 12 Kocharian’s
trial suspended almost four months ago.

Danibekian announced her deci-
sion to reject the petition at the start of
the latest court hearing in the case. She
did not immediately publicize the full
text of the decision presumably con-
taining her interpretation of the Consti-
tutional Court ruling.

Kocharian accused Danibekian
of ignoring the ruling when he reacted
to her decision in the courtroom. His
lawyers charged that the decision is
the result of what they described as
strong pressure exerted on the judge
by Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan and
his political allies.

Pashinyan on Monday described
the Constitutional Courtruling as “ille-
gal,” citing dissenting opinions voiced
by two members of Armenia’s highest
tribunal. Also, the parliamentary lead-
ers of his My Step alliance demanded

Continued onpage 2

California State Senate Passes
Turkish Divestment Bill

SACRAMENTO — The Califor-
nia State Senate passed the Turkish
Divestment Bill, AB 1320, on Septem-
ber 11, with 33 out of 40 State Sena-
tors voting in favor and the remaining
7 abstaining.

California has a long history of
divesting from countries that violate
human rights, South Africa (apartheid
policy), Sudan (Darfur genocide), and
Iran (international terrorism, human
rights violations). A divestment from
Turkish bonds over Turkey’s denial of
the Armenian Genocide, the continued
funding of a campaign of genocide
denial, and the recent erosion of demo-
cratic principles would send a clear
message internationally that Califor-
nia, the fifth largest economy in the
world, demands justice for 1.5 million
Armenians killed.

Formally known as the “Public
employee retirement systems: pro-
hibited investments: Turkey” bill, this
legislation was introduced and princi-
pally authored by California State
Assemblymember Adrin Nazarian (D-
46). Thebill would prohibit California’s

public employment retirement agen-
cies — CalPERS and CalSTRS — from
making new investments or renewing
existing investments in Turkish gov-
ernment-issued and controlled debt
securities and bonds, pending U.S.
government sanctions on Turkey for
the latter’s state-sponsored denial of
the Armenian Genocide.

In addition to Assemblymember
Nazarian, AB 1320 was co-introduced
by State Assemblymembers Laura
Friedman (D-43) and Jesse Gabriel
(D-45), principally co-authored by
State Senator Anthony Portantino (D-
25), and co-authored by State Sena-
tor Scott Wilk (R-21) and State
Assemblymembers Phillip Chen (R-
55), Luz Rivas (D-39), and Chris
Holden (D-41).

Prior to this vote, AB 1320 was
approved on August 30 by the CA
State Senate Appropriations Commit-
tee, on July 2 by the CA State Senate
Judiciary Committee, and on June 26
by the CA State Senate Labor, Public
Employment and Retirement (LPER)
Committee.

Azerbaijani Consul General Attempts to
Prevent LA Speech by Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan

LOS ANGELES — The Los An-
geles Consulate General of the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan has called on the Los
Angeles City Council to prevent Arme-
nian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
from speaking at a massive rally in
downtown Los Angeles on Sunday,
September 22.

Inaletter addressed to LA Mayor
Eric Garcetti, the Consul General,
Nasimi Aghayev, urged the City “not
to allow the misuse of the Grand Park
by the Government of Armenia.”

Los Angeles City Councilmember
Paul Krekorian condemned this effort
by the Azeri Council General, calling it
an excoriated attempt to enlist LA City
leaders, including Mayor Garcetti, in
this effort.

“(Your) letter urges the elected
leaders of Los Angeles to violate the
United States Constitution by cen-
soring free expression,” wrote
Krekorian. “Our country is founded
on the idea that the free exchange of
ideas makes us stronger and in fact is
necessary to make our democratic

government possible.”

“Please allow me to be as clear as
I can be,” proclaimed Krekorian,
“Prime Minister Pashinyan absolutely
will be my guest in Los Angeles City
Hall, he absolutely will address the
public in Grand Park, and he abso-
lutely will be welcome to say anything
about any topic he chooses to speak
about, without limitation.”

The rally is scheduled to begin at
2 pm, with the Prime Minister speak-
ing around 4 pm.
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Azerbaijan Blacklists French Lawmakers
Over Artsakh Visit

YEREVAN— Azerbaijanhas said
it will blacklist seven French lawmak-
ers, who visited Nagorno Karabakh
earlier this week. The Azerbaijani For-
eign Ministry has summoned Chargé
d’ Affaires of France to hand him a note
of protest. It said that such “illegal”
trips to “occupied territories of
Azerbaijan” undermine peace efforts of
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chaired by
France, Russia and the United States.

The six deputies of the French
lower house of parliament and one
senator met with Karabakh’s leaders,
visited local cultural and educational
institutions and laid flowers at a war
memorial in Stepanakert during the
three-day trip. They also spoke in the
Karabakh parliament.

Bako Sahakian, the Karabakh
president, reportedly told them on
Wednesday that the Armenian-popu-
lated region is “interested in further
development of cooperation with
France.”

The multi-partisan delegation was
headed by Guy Teissier, the chairman
of'the France-Artsakh Circle of Friend-
ship in the French parliament. It also
comprised fellow pro-Armenian deputy
Valerie Boyer, Mohamed Laghila, Jean
Pierre Cubertafon, Pierre Ouzoulias
and two ethnic Armenian lawmakers,

Daniele Cazarian and Guillaume
Kasbarian. The latter are affiliated with
French President Emmanuel Macron’s
La Republique En Marche party.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
praised the lawmakers when he met
with them in Yerevan on Friday
evening.

“We highly appreciate your ac-
tivities which testify to privileged
French-Armenian relations,”
Pashinyan said. “We are grateful for
your support of the rights of the
Artsakh (Karabakh) people and for
our principled stance, consistency
and resolve.”

Boyer and Teissier, who both
represent France’s opposition Repub-
licans party, had already been black-
listed by Azerbaijan after travelling to
Karabakh in 2011.

Boyer scoffed at the Azerbaijani
protestnote. “Azerbaijanstill practices
the policy of threats,” she tweeted
earlier on Friday.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
also denounced the Azerbaijani reac-
tion. “Human rights are about human
beings and this also applies to the
people living in Artsakh,” said the min-
istry spokeswoman, Anna Naghdalyan.
She accused Baku of trying to “dehu-
manize” the Karabakh Armenians.

Employment Risen 12 Percent in Armenia
Since Last Years “Velvet Revolution”

YEREVAN — The number of
officially employed people in Armenia
has risen by 12 percent to over 603,000
since last year’s “Velvet Revolution,”
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan said
on Friday.

Citing latest data from the State
Revenue Committee (SRC), Pashinyan
revealed that private entities have re-
ported more than 65,000 new jobs to
the tax service from May 2018 through
the beginning of this month.

Other Armenian officials ac-
knowledged earlier that most of the
new jobs had been created before the
revolution and were part of the
country’s sizable informal economy.
Employers had not registered those
workers in order to avoid paying their
income and pension taxes.

According to Pashinyan, 80 per-
cent of the newly registered employ-
ees are paid between 150,000 drams
($315) and 2 million drams per month.
The SRC has collected more than 6
billion drams ($12.6 million) in income
taxes from them since May 2018, the
premier wrote on his Facebook page.

The SRC figures also show that
two-thirds of Armenians work in the
private sector.

Pashinyan’s government pledged
to crack down on widespread tax eva-
sion when it took office in May 2018.
The government’s tax revenues rose
by over 14 percent, to 1.3 trillion
drams ($2.7 billion), last year and by
another 25 percent in the first half of
this year.

Armenia’s 2019 state budget calls
for almost 651 billion drams in first-
half tax revenues. The SRC surpassed
that target, collecting over 713 billion
drams ($1.5 billion) in various taxes.

The SRC chief, Davit Ananian,
reported in July a 21 percent rise in the
monetary value of cash receipts issued
by Armenian shops, restaurants and
other businesses in January-June 2019.
But he did not specify other factors
behind the extra revenues.

Pashinyan has regularly urged
Armenians to demand receipts when
buying goods and services in order to
make it harder for businesses to evade
taxes.
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More Corruption Charges Brought
Against Serzh Sarkisian’s Fugitive Brother

YEREVAN — Law-enforcement
authorities have brought new and more
serious corruption accusations against
a brother of former President Serzh
Sarkisian who apparently fled Armenia
before being first indicted last year, it
emerged on Tuesday.

The Investigative Committee said
Levon Sarkisian illegally intervened in
a $250 million project to rebuild major
Armenian highways in order to enrich
himself and two businessmen linked to
him. It said he has been charged with
bribery and money laundering.

The charges carrying between
six and twelve years in prison were
leveled as part of the Investigative
Committee’s ongoing criminal inquiry
into financial abuses allegedly com-
mitted during the implementation of
the so-called North-South road project.

Last month, the law-enforcement
agency filed fraud and embezzlement
charges against a top executive of a
Spanish company that had been con-
tracted by the former Armenian gov-
ernment in 2012 to upgrade more than
90 kilometers of roads.

The first two reconstructed high-
ways connecting Yerevan to the towns
of Ararat and Ashtarak were inaugu-
ratedinlate2015. The company, Corsan
Corviam Construccion, never rebuilt
the remaining 40-kilometer-long road,
however.

In a statement issued on Tues-
day, the Investigative Committee
claimed that Corsan’s Armenian sub-
contractors were chosen not by the
Spanish firm but Levon Sarkisian. It
said the latter awarded those contracts
in return for kickbacks promised by
the subcontractors.

The director of one of those firms
paid Sarkisian as much as half of its
anticipated profits, according to the

statement. The committee did not name
names or specify the total amount of
cash allegedly paid to Sarkisian.

It said that it has issued interna-
tional arrest warrants for Sarkisian
and the two owners of another Arme-
nian firm who it said colluded with the
ex-president’s brother in the “criminal
scheme.”

Levon Sarkisian was already
charged with “illegal enrichment” after
tax inspectors discovered in June 2018
that he and his two children hold al-
most $7 million in undeclared deposits
in an Armenian bank.

Under Armenian law, such asset
declarations are mandatory for high-
ranking state officials and their family
members. This legal requirement ap-
plied to Sarkisian because he worked
as ambassador-at-large at the Arme-
nian Foreign Ministry until his elder
brother was overthrown in the “Velvet
Revolution” of April-May 2018.

Sarkisian is thought to have left
Armenia shortly before being indicted.
He has made no public statements
since then. The head of Armenia’s
National Security Service (NSS), Artur
Vanetsian, stated earlier this year that
he now lives in Lebanon.

Also prosecuted is Serzh
Sarkisian’s second, more controver-
sial brother, Aleksandr. He was charged
with fraud in February several months
after the NSS had his $30 million bank
account frozen as part of a separate
criminal inquiry.

Sarkisian, who is better known
as “Sashik,” avoided arrest and was
even allowed to temporarily leave the
country after agreeing to transfer the
entire sum to the state budget.

The former president has still not
publicly commented on the criminal
cases against his brothers.

Robert Kocharian to Remain in Custody

Continued frompage 1

that the court replace its chairman,
Hrayr Tovmasian.

One of Kocharian’s lawyers,
Hayk Alumian, said these statements
were a “clear message” to Danibekian
to the effect that her decision to end
the ex-president’s prosecution would
also be deemed illegal. Another de-
fense lawyer, Aram Orbelian, claimed
that “various people visited” the judge
to warn her against ruling in
Kocharian’s favor. Orbelian did not
elaborate on the claim which sparked
vehement objections from trial pros-
ecutors.

The judge presiding over the trial
read out her decision as hundreds of
vocal supporters and critics of
Kocharian again demonstrated outside
the court building in Yerevan’s south-
ern Shengavit district. Separated by
riot police, they shouted insults at each
other and chanted slogans in support
and against the man who ruled Arme-
nia from 1998-2008.

A smaller number of rival dem-
onstrators watched the proceedings
in the courtroom. Kocharian’s de-
tractors burst into applause when
Danibekian refused to free the 65-
year-old ex-president.

The defense lawyers went on to
petition Danibekian torelease Kocharian
on bail. They again argued that the ex-
president never attempted to hide from
justice or obstruct the criminal inves-
tigation into the March 2008 blood-
shed.

“I’m not kind the kind of person
who could flee from anything”
Kocharian said, for his part. “If [ was
a fleeing type Azerbaijanis would now
be drinking tea in Stepanakert,” he
added, reminding the judge of his war-
time leadership of Nagorno-Karabakh.

The prosecutors objected to the
bail request. One of them spoke of a
“very high risk” of Kocharian going
into hiding and/or exerting “illegal in-
fluence” on the case in the event of his
release. Another prosecutor argued that
law-enforcement authorities are con-
tinuing to investigate the deaths of
eight protesters and two police ser-
vicemen during the March 1-2, 2008
street clashes in Yerevan.

Kocharian declared a state of
emergency and ordered troops into the
Armenian capital during the clashes
sparked by a disputed presidential elec-
tion. The prosecution says that this
and other orders issued by him to the
military were illegal, a claim denied by
Kocharian as politically motivated.
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Dr. Taner Ak¢am to Receive
Lifetime Achievement Award

FAIR LAWN, NJ — Honoring the
bravery and staunch efforts of histo-
rian Dr. Taner Ak¢am to uncover the
truth about the Armenian Genocide
throughout his robust career, the
Knights & Daughters of Vartan will
present him with a Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award on Friday, October 25,
2019, at St. Leon Abadjian Hall, under
the auspices of His Grace Bishop Daniel
Findikyan, Primate of the Diocese of
the Armenian Church of America (East-
ern).

A leading scholar on the Arme-
nian Genocide — and one of the first
Turkish intellectuals to acknowledge
and openly discuss the Armenian Geno-
cide — Dr. Akc¢cam authored the
groundbreaking book Killing Orders —
Talat Pasha’s Telegrams and the Ar-
menian Genocide, verifying archival
evidence that the Turkish government
continues to deny in relation to the
Armenian Genocide. In an interview
with The New York Times, where Dr.
Akgamwas referredto as the “Sherlock
Holmes of the Armenian Genocide,”
he states his hope that the evidence
uncovered inKilling Orders would “re-
move the last brick of the denialist
wall.”

“My firm belief as a Turk is that
democracy and human rights in Tur-
key can only be established by facing
history and acknowledging historic
wrongdoings,” said Dr. Ak¢am, who
received in PhD in 1996 from the
University of Hannover with a disser-
tation titled Turkish National and the
Armenian Genocide: On the Back-
ground of the Military Tribunals in
Istanbul between 1919 and 1922.

Dr. Taner Akc¢am, the Robert
Aram and Marianne Kaloosdian and
Stephen and Marian Mugar Professor
of Armenian Genocide Studies at the
Strassler Center for Holocaust and
Genocide Studies at Clark University,
is an internationally recognized human
rights activist. His outspoken advo-
cacy of democracy and free expres-
sion has led to his imprisonment in his
quest to seek truth in his native coun-
try of Turkey.

“We are indebted to Dr. Ak¢am
for dedicating his career to research-

ing the Armenian Genocide,” said
Hirant Gulian, Chairman Emeritus of
the Knights of Vartan. “This milestone
event is our way of showing our grati-
tude to his years of service.”

In addition to honoring Dr.
Akgam, the program will include spe-
cial recognition posthumously for Aram
Andonian & Rev. Fr. Krikor
Guerguerian, who initiated and pre-
served the Istanbul Military Tribunal
Documents 0f 1919-1921. Dr. Edmund
Guerguerian, the nephew of Rev. Fr.
Guerguerian, will also be recognized
for providing the Guerguerian archives.
Dr. Mary Papazian, President of San
Jose State University, will serve as the
keynote speaker and Professor Vartan
Abdo, Founding Director of the Arme-
nian Radio Hour of New Jersey, as the
Master of Ceremonies. Remarks from
prominent scholars and elected offi-
cials will occur throughout the pro-
gram,

The banquet honoring Dr. Akcam
will take place on Friday, October 25,
2019 at 6:15 pm at St. Leon Abadjian
Hall, locatedat 12-61 Saddle River, Rd
in Fair Lawn, New Jersey. The event is
hosted by the Knights & Daughters of
Vartan and its Times Square Armenian
Genocide Commemoration Commit-
tee. Suggested donation is $125. For
reservations contact Hirant Gulian 201-
313-1762 (woeskygg@gmail.com) or
Christine Akyemeniciyan 516-330-
0657 (Christine_aky@yahoo.com).

-Taleen Babayan

Dilijan Series' Anniversary Season Opener
Highlights Benjamin Britten

The critically acclaimed Dilijan
Chamber Music Series announces its
15th Anniversary Season - opening
concert on September 29 at Zipper
Hall, at 3 PM. Two masterworks of
Benjamin Britten, who loved vacation-
ing in Dilijan, Armenia in the 1960s at
the invitation of Shostakovich and
Rostropovich, book-end the program
of the concert: his early Phantasy
(1932) for Oboe Quartet, and the very
last completed work, the astonishing
String Quartet No. 3 (1975). In addi-
tion, Haydn’s “Dream” String Quartet,
Op. 50, No. 5, and Vache Sharafyan’s
West Coast Premiere of Nighttime Il-
luminations for Violin and Viola will be
performed. The distinguished artists
are violinists Varty Manouelian (LA
Philharmonic) and Movses Pogossian
(Dilijan Artistic Director and UCLA

Professor of Violin), violist Che-Yen
Chen (Formosa Quartet and UCLA Pro-
fessor of Viola), cellist Clive Greensmith
(Colburn Professor and former Tokyo
Quartet member), and Los Angeles Phil-
harmonic oboist Anne Marie Gabriele, in
her Dilijan Series debut.

The 15th Anniversary Season of
the Dilijan Series presents exciting mix
of old and new, known and unknown.
Beloved masterpieces of Western clas-
sical music by Beethoven, Brahms,
Schubert and Haydn will be performed
alongside works by Komitas,
Arutiunian, Mansurian, Sharafyan, and
other Armenian composers. In addi-
tion to some of Dilijan favorite return-
ing artists such as singers Tony Arnold
and Shoushik Barsoumian, pianist

Continued onpage 4
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Silicon Valley Innovators Return to Armenia

SANFRANCISCO --HIVE Ven-
tures, the leading venture fund fo-
cused on investing in Armenian entre-
preneurs, is hosting its fifth annual
HIVE Tech Summitin Yerevan, Arme-
nia on Saturday, October 5, 2019 at
The American University of Armenia.

HIVE Ventures provides Arme-
nian startups with investment,
mentorship, and access to Silicon Val-
ley resources and network while serv-
ing as an important bridge between
Armenia and Silicon Valley. In addi-
tion, HIVE helps US-based companies
open offices in Armenia.

To date, HIVE has invested in
over 40 startups across the US and
Armenia, including ServiceTitan,
Gecko Robotics and ShopMonkey.
HIVE has co-invested with leading
venture capital funds including Y
Combinator, Iconiq Capital, Bessemer
Venture Partners, Founders Fund, Intel
Capital and Amazon.

The HIVE Tech Summit will in-
clude 1:1 meetings with startups and
investors, and panels and presenta-
tions from some of the most success-
ful Silicon Valley entrepreneurs and

investors. There will also be a pitch
competition with the winning startup
receiving $25k investment through
HIVE.

The event will feature speakers
from many of the top VC funds and
technology companies including Kleiner
Perkins, Google, NextPlay Capital,
Square, Chime, Netflix, Kapor Capital,
ServiceTitan, Nova Credit, UpWest
Labs, Spark Capital and more.

“When HIVE was founded, there
were only a handful of investable
startups but now, thanks to capital and
access to mentorship, there are thou-
sands,” states Nina Achadjian, Partner
with HIVE Ventures. “It’s been inspir-
ing to watch the Armenian entrepre-
neurial scene grow tremendously over
the last few years. And the beauty of it
is that we are just beginning!”

HIVE Ventures is based in San
Francisco and Yerevan and is backed
by the Hirair & Anna Hovnanian Foun-
dation and run by Partner Nina
Achadjian.

For more information about the
Tech Summit, go to
www.hiveventures.co.

Armenian American Museum Announces
2nd Annual Gala on December 8

GLENDALE — The Armenian
American Museum and Cultural Cen-
ter of California has announced that its
highly anticipated 2nd Annual Gala will
be held on Sunday, December 8, 2019
at The Beverly Hilton in Beverly Hills,
California.

Hundreds of supporters, com-
munity leaders, and public officials are
expected to attend the signature event
of the year to celebrate and support the
landmark project as it approaches its
historic groundbreaking year.

“We are truly excited to announce
the 2nd Annual Armenian American
Museum Gala as the project approaches
its historic groundbreaking year,”
stated Executive Chairman Berdj
Karapetian. “We look forward to cel-
ebrating and supporting the landmark
project with our community on De-
cember 8th.”

The announcement of the 2nd
Annual Gala comes on the heels of the
appointment of the museum’s exhibi-
tion design firm and project design
team. The museum plans to begin con-
struction in 2020.

The City of Glendale has dedi-
cated a premier location for the mu-
seum in downtown Central Park as
part of the city’s arts and entertain-

ment district.

The Armenian American Museum
will be the first world class cultural
and educational center of its kind in
America. The museum program will
feature a permanent Armenian exhibi-
tion, temporary multicultural exhibi-
tions, performing arts theater, learning
center, demonstration kitchen, and
much more.

More than 1,000 attendees gath-
ered for the museum’s Inaugural Gala
last year. The Gala honored Glendale
City Council for securing the museum’s
future site. The Gala also honored
California State Senator Anthony J.
Portantino, California State Senate
President pro Tempore Emeritus Kevin
de Leon, California State

Continued onpage 4
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“Feast of Ashes: The Life and Art of David
Ohannessian” by Sato Moughalian

MISSION HILLS — The Ararat-
Eskijian Museum (AEM), National
Association for Armenian Studies
(NAASR), are pleased to announce an
upcoming talk “Feast of Ashes: The
Life and Art of David Ohannessian” by
Sato Moughalian. Saturday September
21st, 2019, 4PM Ararat-Eskijian Mu-
seur/Sheen Chapel 15105 Mission Hills
Rd., Mission Hills Ca 91345.

Feast of Ashes (Stanford Univ.
Press, 2019) tells the story of David
Ohannessian, the renowned cerami-
cist who in 1919 founded the art of
Armenian pottery in Jerusalem, where
his work and that of his followers is
now celebrated as a local treasure.
Ohannessian’s life encompassed some
of the most tumultuous upheavals of
the modern Middle East. Born in an
isolated Anatolian mountain village, he
witnessed the rise of violent national-
ism in the waning years of the Otto-
man Empire, endured arrest and de-
portation in the Armenian Genocide,
founded a new ceramics tradition in
Jerusalem under the British Mandate,
and spent his final years, uprooted, in
Cairo and Beirut. Ohannessian’s life
story is revealed by his granddaugh-
ter Sato Moughalian, weaving together
family narratives with newly un-
earthed archival findings. Witnessing
her personal quest for the man she
never met, we come to understand a
universal story of migration, survival,
and hope.

Sato Moughalian is an award-
winning flutist in New York City and
Artistic Director of Perspectives En-
semble, founded in 1993 to explore
and contextualize works of compos-
ers and visual artists. Since 2007, Ms.

FEAST of ASHES

Sato Moughalian

Moughalian has also traveled to Tur-
key, England, Israel, Palestine, and
France to uncover the traces of her
grandfather’s life and work, has pub-
lished articles, and gives talks on the
genesis of Jerusalem’s Armenian ce-
ramic art.

As part of the program, Sato
Moughalian, flutist, and Anya Garipoli,
harpist, will perform three works by
Gomidas Vartabed. Ms. Katawara’s
appearance has been made possible by
the Jarvis and Constance Doctorow
Family Foundation, in collaboration
with Ensemble.

For more information call the
Ararat-Eskijian Museum at 747-500-
7584 or e-mail Eskijian@ararat-
eskijian-museum.com.

Live Stream through Ararat-
Eskijian Museum.com Website or
Facebook

Inaugural Women’s Day Retreat at
Armenian Cilicia Evangelical Church

PASADENA -- “Faith within the

Struggle” — a theme with universal
appeal, was the topic for Armenian
Cilicia Evangelical Church’s inaugural
women’s day retreat. Fifty women
representing various churches within
the Armenian community — Evangeli-
cal, Brotherhood, Brethren, and Apos-
tolic Churches gathered in Derian Hall
on Saturday, September 7, 2019 for a
day of spiritual renewal and fellow-
ship.

The retreat featured Prof. Sophia
Magallanes, an adjunct professor at

Fuller Theological Seminary, an Old
Testament scholar who specializes in
the Book of Job. Prof. Magallanes
anchored the retreat theme on Job
23:10 — “When he has tested me, I will
come forth as gold.” Through the pre-
sentations and group discussions, Prof.
Magallanes navigated the women
through challenging material and diffi-
cult questions such as: When was a
time you felt like God was absent
within your struggle? When was a time
you felt that God was present, but
hands off within your struggle?

“Missing Pages:

September 21, 2019

The Modern Life of Medieval Manuscript
From Genocide to Justice”

GLENDALE — On Thursday,
October 17, at 7 pm, author Heghnar
Zeitlian Watenpaugh will present her
newly published book Missing Pages:
The Modern Life of Medieval Manu-
script From Genocide to Justice at the
Glendale Central Library Auditorium,
222 East Harvard Street. Admission
will be free Library visitors receive 3
hours free parking across the street at
The Market Place parking structure
with validation at the service desk. The
program is organized by, Glendale Li-
brary, Arts & Culture department and
will be presented in English.

Heghnar Zeitlian Watenpaugh is
Professor of Art History at the Univer-
sity of California, Davis. She is the
award-winning author of The Image
of an Ottoman City: Architecture in
Aleppo (2004). Her writing has also
appeared in the Huffington Post and
the Los Angeles Times.

Missing Pages: The Modern Life of
Medieval Manuscript From
Genocide to Justice

In 2010, the world’s wealthiest
art institution, the J. Paul Getty Mu-
seum, found itself confronted by a
century-old genocide. The Armenian
Church was suing for the return of
eight pages from the Zeytun Gospels,
a manuscript illuminated by the great-
est medieval Armenian artist, Toros
Roslin. Protected for centuries in a
remote church, the holy manuscript
had followed the waves of displaced

The

MISSING PAGES

HEGCHNARZEITLIAN WATENPAUGH
e - ~ — o,

people exterminated during the Arme-
nian genocide. Passed from hand to
hand, caught in the confusion and
brutality of the First World War, it was
cleaved in two. Decades later, the
manuscript found its way to the Re-
public of Armenia, while its missing
eight pages came to the Getty. Recon-
structing the path of the pages,
Watenpaugh uncovers the rich tapes-
try of an extraordinary artwork and
the people touched by it. At once a
story of genocide and survival, of
unimaginable loss and resilience, The
Missing Pages captures the human
costs of war and persuasively makes
the case for a human right to art.

The day retreat was enthusiasti-
cally emceed by Doris Melkonian.
Blessings were delivered by three
badvelis’ wives: Jeanette Melkonian
delivered the opening prayer; Sioni
Shanlian gave the blessing for the meal;
and Dr. Alina Megerditchian said the
closing prayer.

The retreat luncheon was gener-
ously sponsored by Jeanette Melkonian,
and included a short program. Maral
Parseghian, accompanied on the piano
by Esther Assilian, graced the audi-
ence with several selections. Moments
of laughter occurred when Mariette
Khanjianand Arous Albarian conducted
the raffle drawing, and Arda Melkonian
surprised the women with other prizes.
Finally, all the women received beauti-
ful tote bags imprinted with the retreat

theme and verse lovingly donated by
Esther Assilian.

Rev. Serop Megerditchian, pas-
tor of the Armenian Cilicia Evangelical
Church bookended the day retreat with
words of welcome and closing com-
ments. Rev. Megerditchian and Rev.
Hovhaness Melkonian gave the bene-
diction in English and Armenian, re-
spectively.

The committee, spearheaded by
Doris Melkonian, consisted of Arous
Albarian, Esther Assilian, Mariette
Khanjian, Dr. AlinaMegerditchian, Arda
Melkonian, and Jeanette Melkonian.
The day retreat launches the 2019-
2020 year for the Armenian Cilicia
Evangelical Church of Pasadena.

Armenian Cilicia Evangelical

Church Pasadena, CA

Armenian American Museum

Continued frompage 3

Assemblymember Adrin Nazarian, and
California State Assembly Speaker
Anthony Rendon for securing major
funding from the State of California.
Los Angeles County Supervisor
Kathryn Barger surprised the audience

with a $1 million check presentation
during the event. Fox 11 Morning
News Anchor/Reporter Araksya
Karapetyan served as the Master of
Ceremonies for the evening.

Honorees and special guests of
the 2nd Annual Gala will be announced
soon.

Dilijan Series' Anniversary Season Opener

Continued frompage 3

Steven Vanhauwaert, violist Paul
Coletti, cellists Antonio Lysy, Clive
Greensmith and Peter Stumpf, the Se-
ries will be welcoming several musi-
cians in their Dilijan debut: LA Phil

oboist Anne Gabriele, remarkable pia-
nist and Artistic Director of the Yellow
Barn Festival Seth Knopp, Canadian
violinist/violist Scott St. John, clari-
netist Yasmina Spiegelberg (Switzer-
land), cellist Y oshika Masuda (Japan),
among others.
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Station

" [1San Fernando Valley Line:
Metro ||Vetro Red Line (802) to Civic Center/Grand Park

City’s/MTA Stations:

North Hollywood Station, Universal/Studio City Station,
Hollywood/Highland Station, Hollywood/Vine Station,
Hoellywood/Western Station, Vermont/Sunset Statlon, Vermont/Santa
Manica Station, Vermont/Beverly Station, Wilshire/Vermont Station

Metro Gold Lins {(804)

7%

Park Station

{San Gabriel Valley Line'

then take Metro Purple Line (365)__6 Civie CantsrfGrand

fr Shsitler GEold Lina

1CN=-WSIrD 01

City’s/MTA Stations:

ey}

Soieth By

PARKING LOTS

“1APU/Citrus College Station, Azusa Downtown Station,

Irwindale Station, Duarte/City of Hope Station,

Monrovia Station, Arcadia Station, Sierra Madre Villa Station,

Allen Station, Lake Station, Memorial Park Station

THE MUSIC CENTER Parking Fes $5
135 N Grand Ave. Los Angeles CA 90012

WALT DISNEY CONCERT HALL Parking Fee $5
111 S. Grand Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90012

CATHEDRAL OF OUR LADY OF THE ANGELES Farking ree $10] —

5556 W Temple St. Los Angeles CA 80012
Auto Park 26 Parking Fee $9
120 Olive St. (1st and Olive) Los Angeles CA 80012

BUS PICK UP LOCATIONS
BURBANK

St. Leon Armenian Cathedral
3325 N. Glenoaks Bivd. Burbank, CA 91504
GLENDALE

St. Gregory Armenian Catholic Church
1610 E Mountain St, Glendale, CA 91207
St. Mary's Armenian Church

500 8 Central Ave, Glendale, CA 91204

1838 E Mountain St Glendale, CA 912086
PASADENA

Saint Gregory Armenian Church of Pasadena

2215 E Colorado Blvd, Pasadena, CA 91107

Pasadena Jivelekian Armenian Center

2242 F Foothill Bivd Fasadena, CA 91107

AGBU Vatche and Tamar Manoukian High School

2485 E Mountain St, Pasadena, CA 91104
HOLLYWOOD

5t. Garabed Church

1614 N Alexandria Ave, Los Angeles, CA 80027
STUDIO CITY

United Armenian Congregational Church
3480 Cahuenga Blivd W, Los Angeles, CA 30068

GRAND & vﬂl ~+ig
= — :
\ I N
B pmm] [ \\g
bl 3T I-.'Q*! ™ frine A
t [ 2\
BROATAY s
1 [ =\
g : -
CET SPENG | fe=— ) L=
= — -~ — i . 3 S_\.’
:lw@m 5| ji =
WA T | | e 5v _..__ | by e MM ST ._J

Glendale Community College Main Parking Structure Lot B

Sutpujunptp/Udmnpnntiip Ukunwd U dwdp 1:00-ht

NORTH HOLLYWOQOD

Armenian Apostolic Church of N. Hollywood
13050 Vanowen St. North Hollywood, CGA. 91606
VAN NUYS

Saint Peter Armenian Church

17231 Sherman Way, Van Nuys, CA 81406
ENCINO

Holy Martyrs Armenian Church
6300 White Oak Ave, Encino, CA 91316

NORTH HILLS

Holy Martyrs ARS Pilavjian/Cabayan School
16617 Parthenia St. North Hills, CA 91343
CANOGA PARK

AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School
6844 Oakdale Ave, Canoga Park, CA 91306
TUJUNGA-LA CRESCENTA

The Great Caesar Banquet Hall

6723 Foothill Bivd, Tujunga, CA 91042
Western Prelacy

6252 Honolulu Ave., La Crescenta, CA 812174

MONTEBELLO
Holy Cross Armenian Cathedral
900 Lincoln Ave., Montaebello, CA 80640

Buses Leave at 1:00pm

Onjuunpuiheng Uwuwhndbty Go
Bus reservations and more info:

Nuwihjbwp ntntyniphiu
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PUBLIC MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER OF ARMENIA
<Uuvlu3bu <ULHPNNRU << dUNMUMNESH <Bs

SUNDAY SEPTEME -
UhPUUP UbMSHURGN 22 2019 AT 2:00 PM
Qru 'Oupre
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. 4 H J st B iy ‘f(
__Los ANGELES! CITY HAIL
200 N. SPRING STREET L0OS ANGELES, CA Q00I2

CO-ORGANIZED BY

CONSULATE GENERAL OF ARMENIA
AD-HOC COMMITTEE OF ARMENIAN ORGANIZATIONS
MAYOR ERIC GARCETTI

COUNCILMEMBER PAUL KREKORIAN
LA COUNTY SUPERVISORS KATHRYN BARGER & HILDA L. SOLIS
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