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AT ST. LEON ARMENIAN CATHEDRAL
3325 N. GLENOAKS BLVD., BURBANK, CA 91504

Featuring Grammy-nominated,
world-renowned soprano

ISABEL BAYRAKDARIAN with
guest musicians from UC Santa Barbara,

Los Angeles, and Fresno, with Anna Hamre
conducting the Fresno Coro Vox Aceterna

TICKETS: “B’y‘; $50, $100

Lena Simonian al (818 ) 383—13,-.,-.
Alice Skenderian at (818) 606-6606

THE WESTERN DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH
OF NORTH AMERICA

“Yvartnots” Cultural Committee —
Under the auspices of 1lis Eminence Archbishop llovnan Derderian, Primate

Invites you to
A CONCERT P
Soprano Isabel Bayrakdarian & Friends: A
Musical Celebration of Gomidas @150
Dedicated to the 10th Anniversary of St. Leon Armenian Cathedral

Featuring works by Armenian composer, ethnomusicologist, researcher,
and conductor Gomidas Vartabed | 1|

ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2019 AT 6 PM

eservations kindly call )

www.massisweekly.com
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WCIT Global Forum Starts in Armenia
Day 2 Kicks Off With Kim Kardashian And Alexis Ohanian

YEREVAN - The second day of
the 23rd annual World Congress on
Information Technology (WCIT) con-
ference featured speakers and panel-
ists from various industries, mostly
related to tech who discussed a myriad
of topics from cyber security to artifi-
cial intelligence to crypto currency
and beyond.

The first group of panelists
included various governmental lead-
ers in the areas of communication
and technology, including Hakob
Arshakyan, Minister of High Tech
in Armenia. The panelists discussed

WCIT 2019

YEREVAN
the power of decentralization

the role of technology in the public
sector and how it may transform the
level of efficiency in government
including smart cities and how to
mitigate possible obstacles that they
may present to human populations.

The next keynote speaker, media
mogul Kim Kardashian West, expressed
her excitement to be at the conference
and stated that she is so proud that an
IT event of this caliber is held in
Armenia. She added that she is inter-
ested in investing in Armenia and is
currently looking into having her prod-
ucts manufactured there. Kardashian

West shared her experience as a suc-
cessful businesswoman and encour-
aged other women to be confident in
themselves and their business ven-
tures. She ended the discussion by
adding that during her visit, she has
come up with four business ideas,
some of which involve fragrances in-
spired by Armenian flowers.

Joining Kardashian were Alexis
Ohanian, Co-founder of Reddit, Alex
Chung, founder of Giphy and
Hovhannes Avoyan, founder of
PicsArt. The panel discussed the in-
ception of their respective websites
and apps and how they grew as busi-
nesses with millions of users. Later
that day, Ohanian was joined by Serj
Tankian, Eric Esrailian and Dr. Yervant
Zorian in a press conference where
Tankian introduced HyeConnect - A
Pan Armenian, non-profit, digital plat-
formthat connects Armenians through-
out the world. Tankian declaring that it
is essentially a digital Armenia.

In a talk discussing Defense, In-
formation and Cyber Warfare, Rich-
ard Clarke, Chairman of the Middle
East Institute of Global Change, em-
phasized that in order to create public
trust, governments and news media
need to work closely together, not
against each other, to identify fake
news and to label it as such quickly.

“Social media needs to spend the
time and money to identify fake ac-
counts and fake news and block them
before they are ever posted,” said
Clarke. “It’s not a matter of taking
them down quickly, it’s a matter of
taking them down before they are ever
posted.” He added that every industry
has a dependency on IT systems and
that leaders in all industries need to be
retrained to have at least a fundamental
expertise on IT.

Moderater Vago Muradian, Edi-
tor-in-Chief of Defense & Aerospace
Report asked panelists how IT could
be used to protect nations against cyber
attacks. Avetik Kerobyan, an official
from the Ministry of Defense in Arme-
nia stated that cyber warfare and cyber
terrorism are two very different con-
cepts and when it comes to cyber
warfare, no system is vulnerable and
every system is vulnerable.

“When you think about using
technology to your advantage, you
have to look at how effective and how
efficient you can use that technology
and when we talk about artificial intel-
ligence, for example, you can find
small military applications and you can
look at a broader perspective at how
you can prevent your adversary from

Continued onpage 2

CSUN Receives $2.1 Million Anonymous Gift
to Support Armenian Studies

NORTHRIDGE -- California State
University, Northridge has received an
anonymous $2.1 million gift to support
its Armenian Studies Program and spe-
cial collection holdings.

The gift establishes an endowed
directorship in Armenian Studies in the
Department of Modern and Classical
Languages and Literatures in CSUN’s
College of Humanities, as well as sup-
ports the efforts of the special collec-
tions and archives unit of the Oviatt
Library to maintain the archives and
artifacts of the collection accompany-
ing the generous contribution.

“While the donor chooses to re-
main anonymous, the impact of a gen-
erous gift like this will not be unno-
ticed,” said CSUN President Dianne F.
Harrison. “The gift will touch so many
lives. CSUN educates more Armenian
students than any other university in
the world outside of Yerevan, Arme-
nia. This gift will strengthen an already
strong program that provides a foun-
dation of knowledge about Armenian
culture and the impact Armenians and
Armenian Americans have, not just in
California, but throughout the world.”

Vahram Shemmassian, head of
CSUN’s Armenia Studies Program,
hailed the gift “as a true treasure that
will enrich young minds and spark
further interest in collective Armenian

life, particularly in the last 100 years
that have witnessed unimaginable tribu-
lations, as well as revival like a phoenix
rising from the ashes.”

CSUN’s Vice President for Ad-
vancement Robert Gunsalus called the
anonymous gift a “generous confir-
mation of the important role CSUN
plays in the community at large and in
the Armenian community specifically.”

“CSUN students graduate with
an education that empowers them to
become change makers, not just in
their communities, but in California,
the nation and the world,” he said.

Continued onpage 4

Governor Gavin Newsom Signs Divest from
Turkish Bonds Act into Law

SACRAMENTO — Governor
Gavin Newsom has signed AB 1320,
the Divestment from Turkish Bonds
Act, into law.

“California stands on the side of
justice and remembers the 1.5 million
souls lost during the Armenian Geno-
cide,” stated Governor Gavin Newsom.
“Today and every day, let us recommit
ourselves to making certain that we
never forget and that we always speak
out against hatred and atrocities any-
where they occur. I am proud to stand
with friends and sign AB 1320 into law.”

California has a long history of
divesting from countries that violate
human rights, such as South Africa

(apartheid policy), Sudan (Darfur
genocide), and Iran (international ter-
rorism, human rights violations).
Threatening to divest from Turkish
bonds over their denial of the Arme-
nian Genocide would end the contin-
ued funding of a campaign of geno-
cide denial. This bill sends a strong
message internationally that Califor-
nia demands justice for the murder of
1.5 million Armenians.

“California, the 5th largest
economy in the world, just told Turkey
to end its deceitful campaign of geno-
cide denial,” stated Assemblymember

Continued onpage 4



Massis Weekly

October 12, 2019

Armenian Parliament Votes to Remove
Constitutional Court Head Hrayr Tovmasyan

YEREVAN — The Armenian
National Assembly adopted on Friday
a draft resolution calling on the Consti-
tutional Court judges to replace its
Chairman Hrayr Tovmasyan, who is
increasingly at loggerheads with the
country’s political leadership.

In a resolution drafted by its pro-
government “My Step “ majority, the
parliament denounced, among other
things, his handling of appeals against
the legality of coup charges brought
against the arrested former President
Robert Kocharian. The resolution also
says that Tovmasyan cannot make
impartial decisions on this case be-
cause of his past membership in the
former ruling Republican Party of Ar-
menia (HHK).

The 132-member parliament
adopted the appeal by 98 votes to 1.
The document was backed by not only
My Step’s deputies but also their col-

leagues representing the opposition
Bright Armenia Party.

The other parliamentary oppo-
sition force, businessman Gagik
Tsarukyan’s Prosperous Armenia
Party (BHK), refused to back the
initiative and its 26 deputies did not
take part in the vote. Tsarukyan said
on Wednesday that the ruling bloc
has come up with “very weak” ar-
guments in support of its bid to oust
Tovmasyan.

The parliament’s decision will
be sent to the Constitutional Court,
The Court has to discuss the ap-
peal and respond to it within 30
days. Tovmasyan will be sacked if
at least six of the court’s nine
judges vote against him. Parliament
speaker Ararat Mirzoyan assured
reporters that the parliament major-
ity will accept any decision made by
the court.

Kim & Kourtney Kardashian Baptize
Their Children in Private Ceremony at

)
s
|

Holy Etchmiadzin

YEREVAN — Armenian-Ameri-
can reality-television star Kim
Kardashian West and sister Kourtney
Kardashian have baptized their chil-
dren in the Mother See of Holy
Etchmiadzin today in the morning,
Father Vahram Melikyan, Director
of the Information department at the
Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin told
in a statement.

After being met by a throng of
star gazers and paparazzi upon their
arrival in Yerevan, Kim Kardashian,
accompanied by her older sister,
Kourtney, and their children sneaked
off to a private baptism ceremony at
the cathedral of the Mother See of
Holy Etchmiadzin, according to the
church. “No special ceremony has

taken place. Like all other families,
they were registered in advance and
came here as scheduled,” according to
Father Melikyan.

Kardashian and her musician
husband, Kanye West, have four
children. In 2015, Kardashian bap-
tized her eldest daughter, North, in
the Armenian Apostolic Church in
Jerusalem.

Kardashian, who often states her
pride in being of Armenian descent, is
in Yerevan to participate in the World
Conference on Information Technolo-
gies, where she will be a special key-
note speaker and panelist.

WCIT 2019 conference is taking
place in Yerevan, Armenia from Octo-
ber 6 through 9, 2019.

PM Pashinyan and Congressman Pallone
Discuss U.S. — Armenia Relations

YEREVAN — Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan welcomed
U.S. Rep. Frank Pallone (D-NJ) on

Thursday.
The Prime Minister expressed
confidence that Congressman

Pallone’s Armenia and Artsakh visit
would help strengthen his relation-
ship with the Armenian people.
Pashinyan praised the Congress-
man’s efforts in the development of
U.S.-Armenia relations and in raising
issues of concern to Armenians.
Referring to his recent visit to
California, Pashinyan expressed con-
fidence that it will help boost coopera-

tion between Armenia and one of the
largest U.S. states.

Congressman Pallone, who is the
Co-Chair of the Congressional Arme-
nian Caucus, said he was impressed by
the non-violent, popular velvet revolu-
tion and the democratic process un-
derway in Armenia. He reiterated his
readiness to promote interaction be-
tween the two countries and support
Armenia and the Armenian people.

The parties referred to the Arme-
nian government’s ambitious reform
agenda, the ongoing cooperation with
the U.S. government, as well as vari-
ous regional developments.

U.S. Lawmakers Seek More Aid for
Democracy in Armenia

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — The
U.S. Congress is expected to allocate
later this year up to $40 million in
financial assistance designed to sup-
port democratic reforms in to Arme-
nia.

The House of Representatives
earmarked the sum in a bill on U.S.
foreign aid for the next financial year
passed in June. The funding was pro-
posed by its pro-Armenian members,
notably Jackie Speier.

Speier cited last year’s demo-
cratic “Velvet Revolution” in Armenia
when she spoke on the House floor. “It
is very important at this point in time
that we do everything in our power to
support this new democracy,” she said.

“Armenia has a rare and poten-
tially fleeting window of opportunity
to consolidate and build upon its demo-
cratic gains,” added the Democrat from
California.

A separate foreign aid bill ap-
proved by the U.S. Senate’s Commit-
tee on Appropriations last week simi-
larly calls for an unspecified amount of

funding that would “further demo-
cratic and economic reforms” in Ar-
menia. It would come in addition to
about $20 million in economic and
security aid to the South Caucasus
nation recommended by the panel.

The bill has to be passed by the
full Senate before the two congres-
sional chambers can reach an agree-
ment on the amount of democracy aid
to Armenia.

WCIT Global Forum Starts in Armenia

Continued frompage 1

attacking you,” said Kerobyan. “There
are ways to employ the technology,
but you have to look at where you are
most vulnerable and where you can
affect your powers more efficiently.”

Keynote speaker Peter Beshar
EVP and General Counsel of Marsh &
McLennan Companies, Inc led the dis-
cussion on the Black Swan, Businesses
Interrupted talk. Beshar explored the
idea of data manipulation in govern-

ment, finance and alternative reality.
The next discussion dealt with
the reliance of businesses on technol-
ogy in order to advance. Moderator
Mike Butcher, Editor-at-Large of
TechCrunch asked how technology
has helped shaped the business model
of products and services. Mikayel
Vardanyan, Chief Product Officer of
PicsArt stated that there is a direct
correlation between input from users

r»r > )
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US Medical Mission Provides
Medical Assistance to Armenia and Artsakh

YEREVAN -- Since2015 Hayastan
All Armenian fund (HAAF) and Arme-
nia Fund Us have been partnering with
the “Adventist Health Glendale” medi-
cal team to organize their visit to Ar-
menia aimed at improving the local
healthcare sector. The idea behind this
vital initiative belongs to Glendale
Adventist medical team. This is the 5*
year that free medical services are
provided in Armenia. The first years,
the medical mission worked at
Noyemberyan hospital. Since 2018,
two years in a row, doctors travel to
Artsakh and share their experience
with their Armenian colleagues. Dur-
ing these 5 years of cooperation, thou-
sands of consultations and surgeries
have been performed. State-of-the-art
medical equipment and modern medi-
cine have been provided to the hospi-
tals of Armenia and Artsakh.

The medical mission consists of
two components: surgical and non-

surgical, clinical care. The Adventist
Health team has 50 medical profes-
sionals including surgeons, doctors,
nurses, pharmacists, surgical techni-
cians, bio-medical equipment engineers,
and other medical professionals in sup-
port of the training mission.

The surgical team intervenes in
the areas of general and abdominal sur-
gery, colorectal surgery, interventional
cardiology, interventional neurology

(brain stenting), orthopedic surgery,
electrophysiology-cardiology.

Adventist Health donated through
Armenia Fund an advanced arthroscopy
tower that will significantly boost the
orthopedic-arthroscopy capabilities of
the Stepanakert Republican Medical
Center.

While complex surgeries are tak-
ing place in the capital, 2 medical teams
visit six rural communities in Artsakh
for consultations and checkups, and a
team of pediatricians works at the
Stepanakert Children’s Medical Center.

The non-surgical team includes
family medicine doctors, pulmonologists,
trauma/emergency medicine, neurolo-
gists and cardiologists that will provide
medical care and high quality medica-
tions to villagers who do not have ac-
cess to proper medical care.

HAAF and Armenia Fund US pro-
vide a direct bridge between Adventist
Health and the Stepanakert Republican

Medical Center closely monitoring and
coordinating their activities and devel-
oping a program driven approach for
the implementation of this project. The
Adventist Health team sees the Fund as
a true partner in making sure the entire
process is successful and highly ef-
fective. Year after year, the quality of
care and medical protocols are being
improved as observed and assessed by
American specialists.

and the way they shape the products
and services they offer users. “We are
constantly working with our commu-
nity and getting feedback from our
users, so it’s part of our daily job to
define our strategy.”

Author Mike Ford conducted a
presentation on how technology will
make certain jobs obsolete in the fu-
ture and how individuals need to al-

ways evolve so that they are not unem-
ployed due to tech advancements, in-
troducing universal basic income as
one solution to that problem. He then
joined the last group of panelists who
delved into the issue of Disruption and
discussed whether disruption by means
of technological advancements are
generally negative or positive changes
affecting the general public.
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Bundesliga: Hoffenheim Stuns Bayern Munich 2-1
Armenian Striker Sargis Adamyan
Scored Both Goals

MUNICH — Hoffenheim’s
Sargis Adamyan scored his first two
Bundesliga goals to stun hosts Bayern
Munich 2-1 on Saturday and earn
their first ever win in Munich.

The 26-year-old Armenian na-
tional team striker scored either side of
Robert Lewandowski’s 11th league
goal of the season to earn Alfred
Schreuder’s struggling side a shock
victory over the champions, whose
flat performance merited nothing more
than a defeat.

Hoffenheim came into the game
winless in four but found themselves
up against a lackluster Bayern side
who offered precious little creativity
before Lewandowski cancelled out
Adamyan’s opener.

An early lapse in Bayern’s defence
allowed Adamyan a clear run at goal
inside the opening five minutes but he
hesitated, allowing Jerome Boateng to
get a leg in the way of his shot, which

ballooned over the crossbar.

Bayern were caught napping again
nine minutes after half-time when Den-
nis Geiger robbed Kingsley Coman of
the ball before playing in Adamyan,
who cut inside two defenders and
scored with a neat left-footed finish
inside Neuer’s near-post.

Boateng floated a cross onto
Gnabry’s head with 22 minutes re-
maining and the winger’s flick sent
the ball curling just wide before
Lewandowski rose unmarked to meet
substitute Thomas Muller’s chipped
pass and powered a header into the
far corner of the net.

But the home crowd’s relief was
short-lived. Hoffenheim continued to
attack on the break and Robert Skov’s
low cross found Adamyan on the edge
of the box, from where he sent the
winning goal skidding into the bottom
corner of Neuer’s net, securing the
victory for Hoffenheim.

Drone Carrying Artsakh Flag Flown During
Azerbaijani Team Europa League Match
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LUXEMBOURG -- A drone car-
rying a flag of Nagorno Karabakh Re-
public (Artsakh) hovered over the pitch
during Luxembourg's Dudelange meet-
ing with Azerbaijani side Qarabag in
UEFA Europa league group stage game.

Play was halted for 15 minutes in
the first half of the encounter. Both
sets of players attempted to knock the
drone out of the air by kicking balls at

it without any success.

A video clip showed visibley an-
gry Azeri players protesting and call-
ing for the downing of the flag.

Dudelange issued an apology
while vowing to investigate the inci-
dent. “We apologise to [our] guests
from Azerbaijan,” the club tweeted.
“We have nothing to do with this provo-
cation. We’ll figure [it] out!”

Moderator Monty Mumford, tech
writer for Forbes Magazine asked all
the panelists to talk about their per-
sonal experiences and how they had to
evolve in their careers to remain
relevant. All the panelists, including
Vahe Kuzoyan, Co-Founder & CEO of
Service Titan talked about their humble
beginnings which eventually led them
to become business owners and tech

leaders. Tigran Khudaverdyan, Deputy
CEO of Yandex added that their driv-
ers are given the opportunity to partici-
pate in a loyalty program where their
children receive educational grants in
tech education to become program-
mers and developers.

Mumford expressed that people
are no longer interested in boring,
mundane jobs.
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Tribute to Komitas’ 150th Anniversary
at French Embassy in Washington, D.C
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WASHINGTON, DC -- On Oc-
tober 11th, at 7:30 pm the French
Embassy in Washington, D.C. will host
Sahan Arzruni, an acclaimed pianist,
entrepreneur, composer, and producer
for a tribute to Komitas’ 150th anni-
versary organized by Fund for Arme-
nian Relief (FAR), under the auspices
of the Armenian Embassy to the USA,
and endorsed by the Women's Guild
Central Council and St. Mary's Apos-
tolic Church, D.C.

The concert will honor Komitas’
legacy by honoring his musical achieve-
ments and contribution to the promo-
tion and preservation of Armenian cul-
ture.

Komitas is the fountainhead of
the new Armenian music

Funds raised during the event
will be donated to the Vanadzor Old
Age Home, one of Women’s Guild
Central Council’s programs supported
by the Eastern Diocese and adminis-

trated by FAR.

The Vanadzor Old Age Home is a
unique institution in Armenia designed
to support and safeguard the wellbeing
of Armenia’s elderly, who deserves to
live out their last days in peace and
with dignity.

FAR is dedicated to honoring the
past, empowering the present, and
ensuring the future for people in Ar-
menia, Nagorno-Karabakh and
Javakhk. FAR gives hope, guidance
and opportunity to those in need, em-
powering them to create a better present
and helping them pave the way toward
a stronger future.

FAR caters its general relief and
development programs to the chang-
ing needs of the people of Armenia,
concentrating its efforts on humani-
tarian aid, social and economic oppor-
tunity and development, child protec-
tion, healthcare and education.

For info contact: 301 910 5060

Pianist Michael Krikorian in Concert at
Fresno State

FRESNO -- Fresno native-son
Michael Krikorian will perform in re-
cital as part of the “Young Armenian
Talent” series of the Philip Lorenz
Memorial Keyboard Concert Series at
Fresno State. The performance will
take place at 3:00PM on Sunday, Oc-
tober 20 in the Concert Hall on the
Fresno State campus. Krikorian will be
performing works by Scriabin,
Babadjanian, Komitas, Bartok, Liszt,
and Beethoven.

The concert is co-sponsored by
the Armenian Studies Program of
Fresno State and the Thomas A.
Kooyumjian Family Foundation.

After completion of a Doctorate
in Piano Performance at the esteemed
Thornton School of Music of the Uni-
versity of Southern California in Los
Angeles, Michael Krikorian returns to
his hometown with a diverse program
showcasing him as a brilliant pianist
and equally talented composer. Dr.
Krikorian earned his M.M. from Man-
hattan School of Music in the studio of
Arkady Aronov, and his B.A. from
Fresno State as a student of Andreas
Werz.

A top prize winner at the 2018
Los Angeles International Liszt Com-
petition, he has given acclaimed per-
formances in numerous venues across
the United States as well as Italy,
France, China, and Korea. He also won
first place in the Bell T. Ritchie Award

Competition (2017), and second place
in the James Ramos International Video
Competition (2017).

General tickets for the Concert
are available for $25 per person, for
seniors at $18 per person, and stu-
dents $5 per person. Ticket reserva-
tions for the concert may be made by
calling 278-2337.

Tickets may also be purchased
online at the following website: http://
www.keyboardconcerts.com/events/
season-48/michael-krikorian/.

Free parking will be available in
Lot P1 (Shaw and Maple entrance to
campus). For more information please
contact the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram at 278-2669 or visit
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.
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“Constantinople” a Play by Aram
Kouyoumdjian at NoHo Secret Rose Theater

NORTH HOLLYWOOD —
“Constantinople,” the latest work by
award-winning playwright and direc-
tor Aram Kouyoumdjian, is being
staged by Vista Players at the Secret
Rose Theater in North Hollywood.

This fast-paced, 90-minute play
by Kouyoumdjian unfolds during the
aftermath of World War I and focuses
on the city's Armenian minority in the
post-Genocide era, at a time of politi-
cal intrigue, military struggle, and a
growing feminist movement.

Vehanoush, the editor of a femi-
nist journal, and Roupen, a guerrilla
fighter, coordinate missions for the
recovery of women and children ab-
ducted during the Genocide, as well as
border crossings into Armenia to trans-
port supplies and weaponry. Their ide-
alismis challenged as the political situ-
ation around them takes a darker turn.
Roupen's missions become endan-
gered, and Vehanoush's core beliefs
are challenged both by those who fund
her clandestine activities and the "new
girls" of the era who find her principles
compromised and begin setting their
sights on a life beyond the confines of
the city, rather than a life of oppres-
sion within it. An entire nation teeters
on the brink of displacement.

"This story unfolds during the
aftermath of World War I, when the
city was under Allied occupation. It
focuses on the Armenian minority in
the post-genocide era, at a time of

T
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political intrigue, military struggle, and
a burgeoning feminist movement,”
explains writer Aram Kouyoumdjian.
Written by Aram Kouyoumdjian,
the cast includes Eva Abramian (Anna/
Lara), Jonathan Fishman (Parsegh),
Jade Hykush (Vehanoush), Travis
Laughlin (Roupen/Serop), Kristin

Mothersbaugh (Zabelle), Luc
Rosenthal (Haig), Robert Walters
(Shenian/Gorun).

"Constantinople" runs at 8:00pm
Fridays and Saturdays, 3:00pm Sun-
days through November 2, 2019. Se-
cret Rose Theatre is located at 11246
W. Magnolia Blvd., North Hollywood,
CA 91601. Tickets: $20 - $40. Reser-
vations: itsmyseat.com/Constantinople

CSUN Receives $2.1 Million Anonymous Gift

Continued frompage 1

CSUN’s Armenian Studies Pro-
gram, established in 1983, promotes
the study of the language and culture
of Armenia and Armenians, and helps
prepare the next generation of scholars
in the field. The program offers stu-
dents support, workshops, public lec-
tures and outreach programs. Through
their work, faculty, staff and students
in the program strive to contribute to
the scholarly analysis and understand-
ing of the challenges the Armenian
people have faced at home, in the Near
East and the Caucasus, and in the
Diaspora.

Additionally, the program has
launched, in partnership with the Lib-
eral Studies Program’s Integrated
Teacher Education Program, an effort
to prepare future public and private

school educators who have the skills to
teach Armenian culture and language.

Among the holdings of the Oviatt
Library’s special collections are ar-
chives of Armenian families that date
back to the pre-World War I Ottoman
period, including letters, books, arti-
facts, clothes, and jewelry. A number
of the archival materials chronicle the
Armenian Genocide and the Armenian
immigrant experience in Los Angeles.
Once the archives are processed and
ready for viewing, they will be avail-
able to the public.

Shemmassian said the anony-
mous gift ensures that future genera-
tions will learn about the Armenian
Genocide, and the role of Armenian
Americans in Los Angeles and the
Southland played in establishing the
second largest Armenian community
in the diaspora, after that of Russia.

Governor Gavin Newsom Signs Divest Law

Continued frompage 1

Adrin Nazarian. “I want to thank my
colleagues, Governor Newsom, and all
those who have fought with me on this
long path to recognizing the 1.5 million
Armenian souls lost to genocide.”

AB 1320 prohibits the boards
of the California Public Retirement
System (CalPERS) and California
State Teachers’ Retirement System
(CalSTRS) from making additional
or new investments, or renewing
existing investments issued or owned
by the government of Turkey after
federal sanctions are imposed on
Turkey.

The boards shall liquidate invest-
ments only upon action taken by the
federal government. More specifically,
CalPERS and CalSTRS must liquidate
any of the investments described above
within eighteen months of the passage
of federal sanctions on Turkey.

This bill also requires the boards
of CalPERS and CalSTRS to submit
reports to the Legislature and the Gov-
ernor, within a year of when the fed-
eral government issues sanctions
against Turkey. The report will detail a
list of investments that they have al-
ready liquidated and a list of invest-
ments that potentially can be liqui-
dated.
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