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PM Pashinyan at Paris Peace Forum:
Azerbaijan Wants Karabakh Territory

Without its People

- s

PARIS — Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan challenged
Azerbaijani President [lham Aliyev to
support his vision of a Nagorno-
Karabakh settlement that would be
considered acceptable by all parties to
the conflict as he addressed the sec-
ond Paris Peace Forum in the French
capital on Tuesday.

On a number of occasions
Pashinyan said that any solution to the
protracted dispute must be acceptable
to the peoples of Armenia, Nagorno-
Karabakh and Azerbaijan. “Aliev can
list the people of Azerbaijan first,” the
Armenian premier said.

In his remarks to the audience,

Pashinyan dwelled on the history of
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, stress-
ingthat Azerbaijanrefuses to engage in
direct negotiations with the people of
Nagorno-Karabakh.

“At the same time, authorities in
Baku insist that Nagorno-Karabakh is
part of Azerbaijan. This is odd. It
means that they want territory without
people. The people of Nagorno-
Karabakh know that they will not have
any guarantees of security within
Azerbaijan,” he said.

Pashinyan said that when Aliyev
acknowledges that any solution to the

Continued onpage 3

Armenian Catholic Priest and His Father
Killed in Northern Syria
ISIS Claims Responsibility

QAMISHLI — Armenian Catho-
lic priest Fr Hovsep Bidoyan was mur-
dered on Monday, 11th November at
the entrance of a church in eastern
Syria.

Both Fr Hovsep Bidoyan, head
of the Armenian Catholic Church in
Qamishli, and his biological father
were killed during a visit to the Ar-
menian Catholic Church in Deir ez-
Zor, in eastern Syria. The priest and
his father had been on their way to
“supervise the restoration” of a
church when they were killed, ac-
cording to the Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights (SOHR), UK-based
war monitor.

The Armenian community in
Syria, whose current numbers are
unknown, are the survivors of the
Ottoman genocide of the Armenians
in the early twentieth century. Driven
into Syria by the notorious “death
marches”, many eventually ended up
settling in the country.

The Islamic State group (ISIS)
on Monday claimed responsibility for
the gunning down of the Priest and his

father just hours after the shooting
took place.

ISIS claimed Monday afternoon
via its Telegram channels to have killed
“two Christian priests” in al-Zir vil-
lage, in the al-Busayrah sub-district of
Deir ez-Zor.

The al-Busayrah area has seen
ISIS sleeper cells ramp up their activi-
ties against the Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF) and their
local allies as of late.

Sergey Lavrov:
No Peace Agreement Possible Without the
Consent of the People of Nagorno-Karabakh

YEREVAN — Without the con-
sent ofthe people of Nagorno-Karabakh
it would not be possible to formalize
any peace agreement, Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov said on Mon-
day in Yerevan at a joint press confer-
ence with his Armenian counterpart
Zohrab Mnatsakanyan. Sergey Lavrov
arrived on a two-day official visit to
Yerevan on November 10.

“Everyone understands that with-
out the consent of the people of
Nagorno-Karabakh, it will not be pos-
sible to formalize any peace agree-
ment. Armenia simply will not sign it.
This is the point we proceed from. |
want to repeat what Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan said at our

meeting: he recalled one of his public
statements in which he said that the
final peace agreement should take into
account the interests of Armenia,
Karabakh, and Azerbaijan. It’s hard to
argue with that,” Lavrov said.

Asked about his own vision of
how the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict
could be solved in view of the fact that
Azerbaijan insists that its territorial
integrity can not be violated, Lavrov
repeated Pashinyan’s formula that the
agreement should take into account
the interests of all three parties.

Lavrov said also that the prin-
ciples of territorial integrity, the right

Continued onpage 4

Erdogan Says Trump Offered Him to Name
the Armenian Genocide a ‘War’

ANKARA (Ahval News) -- Turk-
ish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
said U.S. President Donald Trump had
asked him whether it would be more
suitable to use the word war instead of
calling the mass deportation of Arme-
nians by the Ottoman Empire in 1915
a genocide, pro-government daily
Sabah reported on Friday.

The U.S. House of Representa-
tives last week approved a resolution
recognising the Armenian genocide,
amid growing anger in the U.S. Con-
gress against Turkey its military of-
fensive in northern Syria.

Erdogan and Trump will meet in
Washington next week to discuss the
ongoing situation in Syria as well as
other issues that have been causing ten-
sions between the two allies, including
potential U.S. sanctions and an indict-
ment charging Turkish state-run
Halkbank with evading sanctions on Iran.

“I received some hints about our
meeting with Mr. Trump the other
night, but I believe that other clues will
surface when we meet face to face,”
Erdogan said, referring to his phone

conversation with Trump on Tuesday.

Erdogan said Turkey had grown
tired of being threatened with the Ar-
menian issue by the United States.

“He in fact used such an expres-
sion, ‘Will it be suitable if we call it a
war instead of a genocide,” he said,”
Erdogan told reporters, referring to
Trump.

Erdogan said that he had rejected
the suggestion on the grounds that two
states should counter each other to call
something a war and that Armenians
had in fact been subject to forced
migration.

Erdogan also said that during
their conversation Trump had asked
him what had happened in relation to
genocide recognition attempts before
his term as president.

“I will examine this and talk to
my colleagues,” Erdogan quoted
Trump as saying to him, when the
Turkish president explained that under
previous administrations the commis-
sions in the U.S. Congress had de-
clined such resolutions, but this time
the commission had been bypassed.
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Lord Ara Darzi Urges UK to Recognize
the Armenian Genocide

Lord Ara Darzi, a member of the
British Parliament, in a letter published
by The Guradian on Wednesday, urged
the British government to recognize
the Armenian Genocide, spurred by
last week’s passage by the U.S. House
of Representatives of H.Res. 296.

Below is the text of the letter as
published by The Guardian.

As the first Armenian in the Brit-
ish parliament, I am overjoyed at the
vote by the US House of Representa-
tives on Tuesday last week to recognise
the Armenian genocide of a century
ago (US House overwhelmingly votes
to recognise Armenian genocide, 30
October).

But I remain dismayed by the
British government’s refusal to ac-
knowledge the slaughter of an esti-
mated 1.5 million Armenians in a
wave of violence that followed the
fall of the Ottoman empire. The col-
lective silence over the Armenian
genocide was cited by Hitler as he
plotted the extermination of Europe’s
Jewish population.

It is a source of intense pain and
regret to me and my compatriots that
our own government persists in deny-
ing the genocide out of fear of offend-
ing Turkey, a Nato ally. At least 20
countries around the world have for-
mally recognised the massacre as geno-
cide — among them France, Germany,
Italy, Russia and the European parlia-
ment. Now the House of Representa-
tives has joined them.

My great grandfather and his sons
were executed by Ottoman govern-

ment forces in 1915. His daughter, my
grandmother, then a teenager, only
escaped by pretending to be dead. She
walked barefoot with her mother from
Erzerum, where the family lived, ar-
riving weeks later in Mosul, northern
Iraq. I was born in Baghdad, where we
lived as refugees.

It is unconscionable for the Brit-
ish government to continue to deny the
Armenian genocide. Genocide is a glo-
bal issue. We have seen it in Rwanda
and Darfur and in what happened to
Christian communities at the hands of
Isis in Syria and northern Iraq. The
House resolution says the US govern-
ment should no longer associate itself
“with denial of the Armenian genocide
or any other genocide”. Our own par-
liament should do the same.

Prof Ara Darzi
Director, Institute of Global
Health Innovation, Imperial
College London

Fredom House Names Armenia

FREEDOM ON THE NET 2019

WASHINGTON, DC -- The Free-
dom House has ranked Armenia as a
“free” country in its annual Freedom
on the Net 2019: The Crisis of Social
Media report.

Armenia’s neighbor Georgia is
also a“free” country, while Azerbaijan,
Turkey and Iran are ranked as “not
free.”

“In Armenia, positive changes
unleashed by the 2018 Velvet Revolu-
tion continued, with reformist prime
minister Nikol Pashinyan presiding over
a reduction in restrictions on content
and violations of users’ rights,” the
report reads.

Last year, Armenia rose from
Partly Free to Free after citizens suc-
cessfully used social media platforms,
communication apps, and live-stream-
ing services to bring about political
change in the country’s Velvet Revo-
lution in April.

The report emphasizes that vio-
lence against online journalists declined,
and the digital news media enjoyed
greater freedom from economic and
political pressures.

“Developments in Armenia in
2018 demonstrated once again that
digital technology can help generate
dramatic democratic change. Citizens
effectively used social media platforms,
communications apps, and live stream-
ing to advance the largely peaceful
Velvet Revolution, forcing the resigna-
tion of longtime leader Serzh Sargsyan
and ushering in Nikol Pashinyan as
prime minister. This in turn cleared the
way for snap national elections in De-
cember 2018 that represented a clear
improvement over previous polls. The
new government has since promised
to tackle systemic corruption and en-
hance transparency and the rule of
law,” the Freedom House said.

Yerevan Court Denies Bail for
Former President Robert Kocharian

YEREVAN -- A courtin Yerevan
has denied bail to former President
Robert Kocharian, who faces charges
of overthrowing the constitutional or-
der and bribery.

The November 7 ruling comes
two days after Kocharian claimed
in court that he could not influence
the case by being at large and there-
fore his request for bail should be
granted. His lawyers also said that
he had not hidden from investiga-
tion before and would not hide if
granted bail.

After Judge Anna Danibekyan
publicized the decision Kocharian’s de-
fense team said they will appeal it at a
higher judicial instance.

Lawyer Ruben Sahakyan said
the decision was not something they
did not expect. At the same time, he
rejected accusations that by repeat-
edly filing bail requests the counsel
for the defense seek to protract the
trial. “We are ready to start the plead-
ings and make our case, defeating
the case for the prosecution,”
Sahakian said.

The charges against Kocharian
and three other former senior offi-
cials involved in the case relate to a
March 2008 decision to call in troops
following clashes that left 10 people,
including two law-enforcement of-
ficers, dead in the worst civil vio-
lence in the country’s post-Soviet
history.

Since being arrested in July
2018, Kocharian was twice released
from pretrial detention by court de-
cisions, but in both cases he was
rearrested after prosecutors’ ap-
peals.

The last time Kocharian was ar-
rested was in June. The court did not
allow his release even after a Constitu-
tional Court ruling in September partly
sustaining the ex-president’s appeal
concerning legal provisions of the Ar-
menian Code of Procedural Justice
invoked by investigators. The Consti-
tutional Court, in particular, had ruled
that one of those articles is unconstitu-
tional because it does not take account
of current and former senior Armenian
officials’ immunity from prosecution
guaranteed by the Armenian constitu-
tion.

Kocharian’s trial was adjourned
in October after the 65-year-old ex-
president underwent a surgery for an
unspecified condition at one of
Yerevan’s hospitals. It resumed on
November 5.

Kocharian is specifically ac-
cused ofillegally using Armenian army
units against opposition protesters
that demanded the rerun of a dis-
puted presidential election held in
February 2008, two months before
he completed his second and final
term. Early this year he was also
charged with taking a bribe of $3
million during his presidency.

Armenia’s Education Minister
Accuses ARF of Obstructing Reforms,
Rejects Resignation Calls

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Minis-
ter of Education, Science, Culture and
Sports Arayik Harutiunyan, a key fig-
ure in Armenia’s 2018 “Velvet Revolu-
tion” who serves as a minister in the
current cabinet has accused Armenian
Revolutionary Federation of obstruct-
ing reforms.

Harutiunyan made the accusa-
tion after the ARF began to call for his
resignation over a controversial edu-
cational reform.

“Dashnaktsutyun is showing
some undisciplined behavior,”
Harutiunyan claimed following a gov-
ernment session on Thursday.

Talking to media, the minister,
who also sits on the board of the ruling
Civic Contract party of Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan, went on to accuse
the leadership of ARF, who he said are
linked to the former authorities, of
creating “artificial problems for the
Pashinyan government.”

Harutiunian explained that “while
during my visits abroad I sees ad-
equate Dashnak partners willing to
engage in constructive work, I do not
see it here [in Armenia].”

In the previous government ARF,
in particular, controlled the Ministry of
Education. Harutiunyan believes that
the party now tries to scandalize cur-
rent educational reforms because it
“failed multiple times in this area.”

ARF’s youth wing began to de-

mand Harutiunyan’s resignation after
the ministry came up with a legislative
initiative to make the teaching of the
Armenian language, literature and his-
tory optional in universities.

The party also criticized the min-
istry for funding a street performance
in Yerevan by a group of young artists
that was branded by many on social
media as propaganda of “nontraditional
sexual orientation” and “Satanism.”

ARF Youth Union members staged
a protest in front of the government
building in Yerevan to repeat their call
for Harutiunyan’s resignation.

Harutiunyan, however, seemed
undaunted by the protests. “I am ready
to resign only when I feel I am not
doing enough. This is not the case,”
the minister said.
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First-Ever Nuclear Medicine Center
Opens in Armenia

YEREVAN — A new medical
center providing radioisotope-based
diagnosing and treatment to cancer
patients has opened in Armenia amid a
growing demand for the service that
thus far Armenians have been able to
get in the region only by traveling to
neighboring Georgia.

The European Center of Nuclear
Medicine fitted out with up-to-date
equipment is the first such facility in
Armenia that will provide radioactive
iodine therapy for thyroid cancer, a
disease that has a high rate in the
country and the region in general. The
center is located in one of Yerevan’s
suburbs in close proximity to the
Erebuni Medical Center.

“Nuclear medicine is making
great strides and is becoming a very
trendy field in the world. That’s why
our administration has decided to have
an advanced center [of nuclear medi-
cine] in Armenia,” executive director
ofthe Erebuni Medical Center Mikayel
Manukyan said.

“Now patients will be able to
receive high-quality therapy in Arme-
nia, since all of our specialists are well-
trained. We have a team of very good
young physicists,” he added.

According to Manukyan, patients
who until now had to go abroad for
radioactive iodine therapy for thyroid
cancer will be able to receive this
treatment locally. Besides being more
convenient, it will also be less costly
for them, he added.

“A primary examination will
cost patients about 40,000 drams
($85),” he said, adding that the issue
of government-funded treatment for
socially vulnerable groups will fur-
ther be discussed with the Ministry
of Health.

For Single Photon Emission
Computed Tomography (SPECT) di-
agnosis and later therapy Armenian
cancer patients most often travel to
Georgia.

The newly opened European
Center of Nuclear Medicine in Ar-
menia will be headed by radiologist
Natalia Shengelia-de Lange, who had
worked for 15 years at a Vienna
Medical University clinic before
heading two nuclear medical centers
in Georgia.

“The center is equipped at the

highest level. All measures of radio-
active safety have been taken into
account for both the patients and the
environment,” Shengelia-de Lange
said.

Isotopes for the needs of the
center will be imported from abroad
in a particular quantity based on the
needs of patients.

Several months ago scientists
at Yerevan’s Physics Institute an-
nounced that they had finally put a
cyclotron into operation and man-
aged to obtain a medical isotope.

But the center’s physicist
Gurgen Elbakyan stresses that the
isotope obtained at Yerevan’s Phys-
ics Institute is not what is needed for
the center. “We have two types of
isotopes here. One is used for diag-
nosis purposes and the other for
thyroid cancer therapy,” he said.

Representatives of the center
do not rule out that they will use the
locally obtained isotopes if these iso-
topes are stable and of good quality.
“There are still not isotopes [that we
want] in Armenia. We hope that due
to our physicists they will become
available soon. But at this point we
have an exclusive contract with one
of the largest European isotope pro-
ducers. These medical isotopes will
be delivered to Armenia on plane,”
Elbakyan said.

The European Center of Nuclear
Medicine has been constructed as part
of the Erebuni Medical Center’s in-
vestment project. More than $1.2 mil-
lion have been spent on the construc-
tion of the new facility that has lead
lined walls and doors providing shield-
ing from radiation.

For safety reasons patients re-
ceiving high-dose radioactive iodine
therapy often have to be isolated for
several days. The center says it pro-
vides various facilities for self-ser-
vice as well as entertainment in pa-
tient rooms. Safety features also in-
clude a separate sewage system for
rooms containing dangerous sub-
stances.

The ceremonial opening of the
center today was also attended by
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan. The center is due to start
receiving its first patients beginning
on Saturday, November 9.

www.massispost.com

Daily News Updated

Certificate Program for Syrian-Armenians
Launched at AUA

YEREVAN — On November 4,
2019, the American University of Ar-
menia (AUA) officially launched a cus-
tomized one-year certificate program
to meet the professional needs of Syr-
ian-Armenians currently living in Ar-
menia. The program was implemented
by AUA’s Open Education in partner-
ship with the Syrian Armenian Relief
Fund (SARF).

With funding from SAREF, this
certificate program in tourism and hos-
pitality is specifically tailored for Syrian-
Armenian repatriates. The first cohort
for the certificate includes 24 students;
additional 44 other students are regis-
tered for individual courses related to
English-language development and the
tourism and hospitality sector.

“This is a very important step,
well-timed not only for Armenia but
also for AUA. I want to thank the
Syrian Armenian Relief Fund for sup-
porting us in the realization of this
certificate program. I am looking for-
ward to seeing the impact this program
is going to have on our larger commu-
nity,” noted AUA President Dr. Karin
Markides.

“We always knew that the Syr-
ian-Armenians bring with them skills
and resources acquired back home,
especially inthe services sector. Hence,
we wanted to do a project in an area
where we can make a difference and
add value. AUA was a natural partner
for us given its infrastructure and
quality of the curriculum. The Univer-
sity also has been very generous in
developing tailored content and pro-
gram materials specifically for this
certificate program,” said SARF Chair-

person Raffi Kendirjian.

The event brought together key
stakeholders of the program to net-
work and recognize the milestones
achieved in the preceding months dur-
ing the development of the program.
Attending the reception were students
enrolled in the program, hospitality,
and tourism industry representatives,
as well as Levon Antonyan, head of
department for Armenian Communi-
ties of the Near and Middle East, at the
Office of the High Commissioner for
Diaspora Affairs.

“What is really delightful about
this program is that we are partnering
with the tourism and hospitality indus-
try. They will help us to run the work-
shops sharing their hands-on experi-
ences. The participants of the course
will have internship opportunities and,
hopefully, those will translate into real
jobs,” noted Loucine Hayes, Director
of AUA Extension.

The program offers four required
courses in tourism, business, market-
ing, and customer care, as well as six
elective courses in accounting, finance,
hospitality, English, and Russian. The
funding from SARF allows qualifying
Syrian-Armenian repatriates to enroll
in the course at no charge except for a
10,000 AMD registration fee. One of
the participants present at the event
expressed her gratitude to the organiz-
ers of the certificate program under-
scoring the important contribution it
will make to their integration and pro-
ductive contribution to Armenia.

To learn more about the program
and to register for elective courses,
please visit https://extension.aua.am.

PM Pashinyan at Paris Peace Forum

Continued frompage 1

conflict must be acceptable to all
peoples, including the people of
Nagorno-Karabakh, “it will mean that
we have a breakthrough in the whole
negotiation process.”

After Pashinyan’s speech an
Azerbaijani blogger, inparticular, asked
him about how his recent statement
that “Nagorno-Karabakh is Armenia,
period” helps the peace process.

To this Pashinyan referred to
statement coming from official Baku
that different parts of Armenia are
Azerbaijani territory. “And they con-
tinue threatening to occupy not only

Nagorno-Karabakh, but also Syunik
and capital Yerevan. Why are we mak-
ing similar statements? Because we
don’t want to leave an impression of
being a frightened nation. No one can
talk to us from the position of force,”
Pashinyan underscored.

The Armenian premier also took
issue with the Azerbaijani blogger’s
remark that Nagorno-Karabakh is an
internationally recognized part of
Azerbaijan.

“If Nagorno-Karabakh is an in-
ternationally recognized part of
Azerbaijan, why are you negotiating
for deciding the status of Nagorno-
Karabakh? Isn’t that strange?”” he said.
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Haigazian Board of Trustees and Alumni
Association Honors Retiring Trustees and
Awards Six Scholarships

LA CANADA, CA -- Four
Haigazian University Board of Trust-
ees members were honored for their
long years of service during the An-
nual Banquet organized by the Board of
Trustees and the Alumni Association
on Sunday, November 3, 2019 at the
La Cafiada Country Club. The Banquet
was the culmination of several days of
meetings in Los Angeles, bringing to-
gether Trustees from across the U.S.
as well as Beirut.

The evening began with the
opening prayer by former Haigazian
University President Rev. Dr. John
Khanjian and the audience singing the
Alma Mater. Haigazian President Rev.
Dr. Paul Haidostian, having just ar-
rived from Beirut, shared: “The real

ing funds for scholarships. Being that
the annual scholarship budget is 1.5
million dollars, annual tuition is $9,000,
and the average annual household in-
come not exceeding $15,000, one may
understand each recipient’s gratitude.
Special thanks to the AMAA, the
Philibosian Foundation, and other part-
ners for their continued commitment
and generosity.” Noting the coming
celebratory year, President Haidostian
said, “2020 is our 65th anniversary, with
events being planned throughout the
yearinBeirut, Los Angelesand Yerevan!”

With their hearts and minds on
the current problems occurring in
Beirut, the evening highlighted the un-
derstanding that Haigazian University,
with its diverse student population,

wealth of Haigazian University is its
people, past and present, be they Board
members, students, faculty, adminis-

trators, alumni, supporters, or
Women’s Auxiliary groups.”

Each honoree was presented with
aplaque by Board of Trustees Chair Dr.
Hasmig Baran. The four honorees, Dr.
H. Steven Aharonian, Louis Kurkjian,
Herair Mouradian, and Dr. Vahe
Nalbandian, were introduced by Trustee
Dr. BarkevKassarjianand AMAA Presi-
dent Dr. Nazareth Darakjian. Their com-
ments clearly spoke of being privileged
to serve such a remarkable endeavor.

Concerning the impact Haigazian
has onmany levels, President Haidostian
commented: “In addition to the regular
academic programs, our teacher train-
ing workshops, publications, interna-
tional conferences, internships for
young officials from Armenia and
Artsakh, and partnership with global
educational centers, take us beyond the
limits of the Beirut campus.”

“My gratitude is to all who have
made this day possible,” continued
President Haidostian, “especially rais-

will indisputably continue to be a vi-
brant institution, as its graduates con-
tinue to use their newly gained knowl-
edge and expertise as leaders in their
chosen fields to enrich Lebanon, the
surrounding countries, and the Arme-
nian Diaspora.

Banquet Co-Chairs KatiaKermoyan-
Khodanian and Raffi Kendirjianand their
dedicated Committee are to be highly
commended for organizing this excep-
tional event to bring hope and encourage-
ment to young people in the Middle East
aspiring to a brighter future through this
unique University.

Founded in 1955 under the aus-
pices of the Union of the Armenian
Evangelical Churches in the Near East
(UAECNE) and the Armenian Mission-
ary Association of America (AMAA),
and notably the only Armenian Univer-
sity outside Armenia, Haigazian Uni-
versity, with a motto of Truth, Free-
dom, Service, has served Lebanon and
the region by empowering valuable
human resources as a beacon of learn-
ing for a diverse community, and for a
better life and service.

Researcher to Present ""The Genetic Atlas of
Historic Armenia' at NAASR

BELMONT -- Researcher Dr.
Levon Yepiskoposyan of the
Ethnogenomics Laboratory at the In-
stitute of Molecular Biology of the
National Academy of Sciences of the
Republic of Armenia will present a
talk entitled “The Genetic Atlas of
Historic Armenia,” on Thursday, No-
vember 21, 2019, at 7:30 p.m.

The event will be the first to take
place in the new NAASR Vartan
Gregorian Building which had its grand
opening on November 1. Dr.
Yepiskoposyan’s talk will be part of
the NAASR/Calouste Gulbenkian Foun-
dation Lecture Series on Contempo-
rary Armenian Issues and will be held
in Batmasian Hall on the third floor of
the new building. This programis free
and open to the public. A reception
will take place after the program in the
Shahinian Solarium.

Located at the crossroads of
Europe and the Middle East, the Arme-
nian Highland (Historic Armenia) served
as a transition corridor for major waves
of prehistoric and historic migrations.
The genetic history of Armenians as an
indigenous population of the region
attracts keen scientific interest to re-
solve the puzzle of ancient Middle
Eastern populations’ expansion and
the spread of Indo-European languages.

Since 2015 Dr. Levon
Yepiskoposyan has been part of a
research team engaged in a project to
draw a genetic atlas of historical
Armenia in order to reproduce the
rich spatial mosaic of the Armenian
gene pool across time and space.
Working at the cutting-edge of ge-
nomic research, Dr. Yepiskoposyan

will share his insights into how ge-
netic research is (re)shaping our
understanding of Armenian history
and the history of the region.

Dr. Levon Yepiskoposyan is the
head of the Ethnogenomics Labora-
tory at the Institute of Molecular Biol-
ogy of the National Academy of Sci-
ences of the Republic of Armenia. He
is a member of the UCLA-ArmGenia
genetic research project, is the direc-
tor of the Karin Tak Cave excavation
team in Artsakh, and has served as the
Rector of Artsakh State University and
President of the Armenian Anthropo-
logical Society. He is the author of
more than 90 articles published in peer-
review journals and books and is the
author, co-author, or editor of four
books. While he is in the United States
he is participating in the Armenian
Genealogy Conferences in Southern
California and Fresno on November 16
and 17.

For more information about this
program, contact NAASR at 617-489-
1610 or hq@naasr.org.

Sergey Lavrov

Continued frompage 1

of peoples to self-determination and
exclusively peaceful settlement of dis-
putes are enshrined in all versions of
documents that are discussed between
the parties. In any case, the final deci-
sion must take into account all these
principles. Neither Yerevan nor Baku
argue with this,” Lavrov said.

The Russian Foreign Minister
noted that the Minsk Group co-chairs
are trying to ensure that this compro-
mise is honest and reflect a real, fair
balance of interests.

During the press conference it
was also announced that in the near
future Yerevan and Moscow will sign
a memorandum that will allow Russian
specialists to access biological labora-
tories established in Armenia with U.S.
assistance.

Lavrov arrived in Armenia on
Sunday. The same day in Yerevan
together with his Armenian counter-
part Mnatsakanyan he attended the
opening of an exhibition dedicated to
the approaching 75th anniversary of
victory over Nazi Germany in 1945.

Inhis remarks Lavrov highlighted
the role of Armenians in the fight

against Nazism.

“The Armenian people are right-
fully proud of their heroes, who made
an invaluable contribution to the com-
mon cause of the defeat of Nazism,”
Lavrov said.

According to Armenia’s Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs, Mnatsakanyan,
for his part, stressed that “May 9 is our
common holiday, our common day of
remembrance of how we fought shoul-
der to shoulder and strove together
towards victory.”

“This victory is the joint achieve-
ment of all the peoples of the former
Soviet Union, as well as the nations of
the anti-Hitler coalition. This is truly a
world holiday, as the Great Patriotic
War — the Second World War was a
struggle for the future of mankind,”
Mnatsakanyan added.

Heemphasized that Armenians have
a special attitude towards Victory Day
and the heroism displayed by the people
of the USSR during the Great Patriotic
War. “The Armenian Diaspora also took
part in the fight against Nazism. Its
representatives were part of Resistance
movements, fought as part of Allied
forces, raised funds to help the Red
Army,” Mnatsakanyan stressed.
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Now serving Glendale,
Burbank, and Pasadena

Helping seniors live more
independently in their own homes
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wllwhu pptlug ubthwwl nuGpnud

g, Pacific PACE

Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly

Call to learn more
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(800) 851-0966 | TTY (800) 735-2922 | pacificpace.org
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ARMENIAN
AMERICAN
MUSEUM

Paul R. Ign. Kathry i " Kenneth L. Khachigian
Former U.S. Secret: &  Los Ang nt ‘Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck
[ Senior Partner

Hundreds of supporters, comm
public officials are expecte
2nd Annual Armenian America use
Sunday, December 8, 2019. The signature event
of the year will celebrate and support the
landmark project as it approaches its
historic groundbreaking year.

FOR MORE INFORMATION | WWW.AAMGALA.ORG | (818) 644-2073
BUILDING TOGETHER. LEAVING A LEGACY.

np p




