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Now serving Glendale,
Burbank, and Pasadena

Helping seniors live more
independently in their own homes
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wllwfu hptug uGthwwl tnuGpnud

~—/ Pacific PACE

Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly

Call to learn more
Ut bt hdwlwne hwdwp quliguwhwpbp

(800) 851-0966 | TTY (800) 735-2922 | pacificpace.org
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ABD Temsilciler Meclist
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oldu§unu gbz anlne alinarak,

Baskan W
1915-1930

| Birlesik Devletler Temsilciler Meclisi 296 Sayili Karar

ama > Kararlar, Kanunlar ve Bildiriler

Amenka Bidesik Devietler’nin Ermeni Soykinmi'ni, 1915-1923 yillan arasinda Osmanh Imparatoriufju tarafindan 1,5
milyon Ermeni'nin katlediimesini tamididr ve kinadi§ ve Ermender, Rumlara, Asurlular, Keldaniler, Sryaniler, Aramiler,
Maronitler ve difer Hinstiyanliara karg: yGratdlen soykinme: siyasetten kurtulanlara yardim etmenin gurerlu bir gegmisgi

Amenka Bidegik Devietlen'nin 1913-1916 yillan arasinda Osn
“Imparaterlujun imha siyaseli” olarak lanimiadid: duruma kar:
etifi ve ancilik yaptgi, ayrica Morgenthau'nun, 16 Temmuz 131 !
*** Ermani zulmind durdurma konusundaki cagnmzi onayliyer” talimatini aldid géz éndne alinarak

Nilson'un tegviki ve kongre karan ile Near East Relief in (Yakin Dogu Yardim Kurulugu) kurulmasg:
¥ asinda 116.000.000 § (2.500.000.000 2019 5'in Uzennda) badis toplamas! ve Senalo'nun by
katliamian kinayan kararlan kabul ettigi goz Sndne alinarak

Ermeni Soyirmini taniyan Olkeler listesi igin ikdayiniz

29 Ekim 2019

nh Imparatoriugu Bayikelgsi olan Henry Mergenthau'nun,
irgok tkenin yetkiilerinin katidid protestolan organize
ABD Disigleri Bakami Robert Lansing'den “Bakanlk
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MPFA of Armenia: Turkish President’s
Statements Aim at Justifying the Genocide

YEREVAN —
In light of the further
advancement of the in-
ternational recognition
of the Armenian Geno-
cide, the President of
Turkey recently made
controversial state-
ments, which distort
the reality.

These state-
ments contain claims [}
aimed at justifying the [/
Genocide by means of
insulting the dignity of
the victims. On April 24, 2019 the Presi-
dent of Turkey already attempted to
justify the Armenian Genocide by quali-
fying it as “the most reasonable act” and
referring to the victims of the Genocide
as “Armenian gangs and their support-
ers”. All the more, presently the Presi-
dent of Turkey deprives the victims of
the Armenian Genocide of their his-
toric homeland by way of calling them
nomads, thus forgetting the history of
his ancestors and the indigenous people
of the region.

Indeed, the recognition and con-
demnation of the Armenian Genocide
is essential for serving truth and his-
torical justice. However, today it is
essential not merely for history and
historians but rather for the entire
humanity, and particularly the poten-
tial victims of the identity-based
crimes. It is essential for all those
persons and peoples who are accused
of being terrorists simply because of
their ethnic and religious origin and
then subjected to violence and forced
deportations by the Republic of Tur-
key in its neighboring country. It is

essential for overcoming genocidal
perceptions and protecting the univer-
sality of human rights.

The Armenian Genocide is areality
for the descendants of the Genocide
and the international community. This
reality has also served as a basis for
elaborating the 1948 Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment ofthe Crime
of Genocide and the subsequent mecha-
nisms for the prevention of genocides
and crimes against humanity.

By justifying and denying the
Armenian Genocide, pursuing aggres-
sive policies marked by the use of
force against its neighbors, sustaining
land blockade of Armenia for more
than two decades and providing politi-
cal and military assistance to Azerbaijan
in the context of the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict, Turkey continues to be a
security threat to the Armenian people,
which survived the genocide.

Turkey should reconsider its cur-
rent hostile policies against Armenia
and the Armenian people, which may
become the first step in overcoming
the consequences of the Genocide and
reducing regional threats.

Sen. Lindsey Graham Blocks Armenian
Genocide Resolution After Erdogan Meeting

WASHINGTON, DC -- Sen.
Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) blocked a
Senate resolution Wednesday that
would have recognized the Armenian
Genocide by Ottoman Turks hours
after he and President Trump met with
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan.

Graham objected to passing
H.Res.296, according to The Hill, say-
ing senators shouldn't "sugarcoat his-
tory or try to rewrite it." .

Sen. Bob Menendez, D-N.J.,
asked for consent to pass the resolu-
tion, which would have formally rec-
ognized the killing of more than a
million Armenians between 1915 and
1923.

Menendez noted that he listened
to President Trump's press confer-
ence Wednesday with Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan. The Turk-
ish president scolded a House-passed
resolution recognizing the genocide

and instead promised to "establish a
history commission."

"The United States foreign policy
must reflect an honest accounting of
human rights abuses, crimes against
humanity, ethnic cleansing and geno-
cide. We cannot turn our backs on the
Armenian victims of genocide," he
said, according to the politics website.

Under the Senate's rules, any one
senator can ask for consent to pass a
bill or resolution, but any one senator
can block it.

Graham's objection came hours
after he took part in a White House
meeting with Trump, Erdogan and a
group of GOP senators.

"I just met with President
Erdogan and President Trump about
the problems we face in Syria by the
military incursion by Turkey. I do
hope that Turkey and Armenia can
come together and deal with this prob-
lem," he added on the Senate floor.

Senator Bernie Sanders Meets with Armenian
Community Representatives in Los Angeles

EAST LOS ANGELES — Repre-
sentatives from the Armenian Council
of America (ACA) along with the Ar-
menian Assembly of America, South-
ern California Armenian Democrats
(SCAD), and the Armenian National
Committee met with Senator Bernie
Sanders on November 16 to discuss
key issues of importance to the Arme-
nian American community ahead of
the 2020 presidential primary.

ACA Board Member Harry Unell
gave a brief introduction of the organi-
zation and explained the scope of work
and mission of ACA. “We have worked
on legislation from Genocide recogni-
tion to the formal recognition of
Artsakh, including advocating for de-
mocracy in Turkey amd Azerbaijan, as
their democracy directly impacts Ar-
menia,” said Unell.

“ACA also has a legal aid pro-
gram which aims to assist citizens and
non-citizens who are economically
challenged or below the poverty line,
including providing resources for un-
documented Armenians currently re-
siding in the U.S.”

Some of the many topics dis-
cussed included recognition of the
Armenian Genocide by the U.S. Sen-
ate, economic aid to Armenia and rec-
ognition for Artsakh (Nagorno
Karabakh).

Christine Aghakhanian, ACA
Board Member thanked Senator Sand-
ers for his support of U.S. economic
aid to Armenia. She reiterated the enor-
mous strides the Armenian govern-
ment is making towards economic
equality and transparency of govern-
ment in light of the recent Velvet Revo-
lution and urged Sanders along with
his colleagues in the Senate to continue
their support.

“We hope, if elected, you will be
the first U.S. President to visit Arme-
nia,” Aghakhanian added.

During the meeting Sanders was
gifted an Armenian Genocide Centen-
nial forget-me-not flower pin which he
wore during the rally attended by thou-
sands at Woodrow Wilson High School
immediately following the meeting.

“Overall we had a very productive
meeting with Senator Sanders who is
genuinely interested in hearing about the
needs and concerns of our community,”
said ACA Chairman Sevak Khatchadorian.
“We look forward to continued dialogue
with his office” he added.

The Armenian Council of America
is committed to promote the civic and
civil rights interests of the Armenian
American community, and to cham-
pion the causes and concerns of the
Armenian-American community within
local, state, and federal governments.

Armenian Parliament Raises Minimum Wage

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s parlia-
ment backed on Tuesday a govern-
ment proposal to raise the minimum
wage in the country by more than 23
percent.

The government announced plans
for such an increase in June. A bill
drafted by it at the time would raise the
minimum monthly wage from 55,000
drams to 68,000 drams ($143).

The National Assembly passed
the bill unanimously.

Arkady Khachatrian, a parliament
deputy from the opposition Bright Ar-
menia Party, echoed government as-
surances that it will somewhat reduce
poverty. “A working person must not
live below the minimum consumer
basket level,” he said.

According to government offi-
cials, the measure, effective from Janu-
ary 1, will benefitat least 80,000 work-
ers across the country who earned
55,000 drams per month as of this
summer. Most of them work for pri-
vate firms.

The average monthly wage in Ar-
menia currently stands at 178,000 drams
($375), according official statistics.

The bill approved by the parlia-
ment marks the most drastic increase
in the national minimum wage to date.
It was set at 55,000 drams by the
country’s former government in 2015.

The current government is also
planning a 10 percent rise in pensions
which average roughly 41,000 drams
per month at present.
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Gallup International's 2019 Report:
Armenia Named Among World's
Safest Countries

Countrics/Areas
Most Li]ccly to
Feel Safe in 2018

COUNTRY % YES, FEEL BAFE

Singapore B4
Norway o3

93
Blovanla o0
Turkmenistan 90
‘Bwitzariand EO
Armania B9
Finkand BB
Tafikiatan BB

GALLUP WORLD POLL

YEREVAN -- Armenia is among
the world's safest countries on Gallup
International's latest Law and Order
report.

Based on the outcomes of a
survey aiming identify the Countries/
Areas Most Likely to Feel Safe, it
has ranked the 7th on the list of the
18 states appearing in the top posi-
tions. An estimated 89% of the re-
spondents said they feel absolutely
safe in Armenia. The country has
thus shared the 6th-7th positions
with Switzerland, where approxi-

Countries/Areas
Least lecly to
Feel Safe in 2018

% YEB. FEEL SAFE

40
38
ar
35

mately an equivalent percentage of
respondents rated the safety stan-
dards as high.

The top country on the index is
Singapore (94%) followed by Norway
(93%), UAE (93%), Slovenia (90%)
and Turkmenistan (90%).

With a total score of 85, Armenia
thus shares the 11th position with
France, Ireland, Sweden, Japan, Saudi
Arabia and Myanmar on the general
ranking.

The lowest scoring country on
this year's report is Afghanistan.

Olympic Champion Artur Aleksanyan Named
UNICEF National Ambassador for Armenia

YEREVAN — Armenian Greco-
Roman wrestler, Olympic Champion,
Artur Aleksanyan has been appointed
as UNICEF National Ambassador for
Armenia.

Artur Aleksanyan is an Olympic
Champion (2016) and bronze medal-
ist (2012), a two-time World Cham-
pion (2014, 2015), and a three-time
European Champion (2012, 2013,
2014). Nicknamed the “White Bear,”
Aleksanyan is one of the most re-
nowned Armenian athletes of the 21st
century.

United Nations Goodwill Ambas-
sadors and Messengers of Peace are

distinguished individuals, carefully se-
lected from the fields of art, literature,
science, entertainment, sports or other
fields of public life, who have agreed
to help focus worldwide attention on
the work of the United Nations.
Backed by the highest honor be-
stowed by the Secretary-General on a
global citizen, these prominent per-
sonalities volunteer their time, talent
andpassion toraise awareness of United
Nations efforts to improve the lives of
billions of people everywhere.
Armenia captain Henrikh
Mkhitaryan was named UNICEF
Goodwill Ambassador in 2016.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY)

Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Jim Risch (R-ID)

202-224-4651

202-224-5972

ARM
ouU

WASHINGTON, D.C. — A large group of Congressmembers called on
President Trump to not host the Turkish President Recep Tayib Erdogan in the
White House. Ignoring these calls, Trump not only held a meeting in the Oval
Office, but also invited a small group of Republican Senators to join the
meeting.

At this meeting, the Turkish President was allowed to show a propaganda
video to explain his point of view concerning the Turkish invasion of Northern
Syria.

This unprecedented opportunity extended to the Turkish President was
not convincing to the Senators, except Lindsay Graham of South Carolina,
who, after coming out of the meeting, put a hold on the Armenian Genocide

resolution sponsored by Senator Bob Menendez and Ted Cruz.
With this move Senator Graham has lost all credibility and the honorable

reputation he once had.

We call upon Senator Graham to reverse course and support S. Res.150
We call on all Americans to contact their respective U.S. Senators and

urge the passage of S. Res.150.

U.S.-Armenia Enhance Cooperation on
Bio-terrorism Investigation

YEREVAN --
From October 31 to
November 1, the
Defense Threat Re- 4
duction Agency
(DTRA) offered a
five-day course in [&d
International Joint
Bio-Terrorism In
vestigation (IJBTI
for Armenian offi-
cials.

The course
brought together 24
mid-level public
health, veterinary, and law enforce-
ment officials frommultiple disciplines,
including the RA Ministries of Health,
Economy, Emergency Situations, and
Defense as well as the Police, the Food
Safety Inspectorate, the National Se-
curity Service, and the State Revenue
Committee.

During the course, participants
were introduced to managing
bioterrorism, both detecting and miti-
gating bio risks and threats, and inves-
tigating and interdicting illicit traffick-
ing of weapons of mass destruction
(WMD). They conducted joint exer-
cises built on scenarios and case stud-
ies involving biological agents. The

course also introduced various appli-
cations of bio-terrorism, such as in the
area of agriculture and the food indus-
try, and its relationship to WMD pro-
liferation. IJBTI provided an excellent
opportunity to exchange experience
and methodologies in managing
biothreats across agencies.

By improving Armenia’s efforts
to prevent, deter, detect, interdict and
investigate incidents involving nuclear,
biological and chemical weapons and
developing professional cadres in the
relevant disciplines, this course sup-
ports the larger goal of improving WMD
investigation capacity and biological
surveillance network in Armenia.
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AGBU School In Pasadena Is No More

BY MARY NAJARIAN

It was just a normal Friday, three
weeks ago at 3:20 PM my telephone
rang. It was my daughter Maro
Yacoubian, “Mom, you won’t believe
it. It’s the school mom, Vatche and
Tamar, AGBU School is closing by the
end of the school year.”

I was in shock. “Are you sure?”

“Mom don’t question. It is true,
and I have to go.”

I felt like someone stabbed me
through my heart.

The news of AGBU closing the
school spread fast. Everyone was ask-
ing the same questions: How could the
wealthiest, the oldest philanthropic
Armenian organization with half a bil-
lion dollars in their treasury not sup-
port a small school? How could an
Armenian community of 150,000 in
Pasadena and Glendale not be able to
support one Armenian High School?

I have heard people say, “An
Armenian education is not necessary.”

Those people are blind. Do the
people who say this and have made this
dreadful decision to close the school
know why people send their children
to Armenian Schools? Do they know
how difficult it was for their own
parents, grandparents to receive an
Armenian education?

We went to Armenian schools,
not just to learn reading and writing,
but we were taught Armenian History,
the culture, religion, We learned to
love and respect and be proud of our
ancestors, and appreciate what they
went through so we could live. The
poorly furnished Armenian schools of
the 20s, 30s , 40,s produced the lead-
ers of today’s Armenian community:
They are the philanthropists, the histo-
rians, the priests, the writers, the teach-
ers. They are the ones who supported
and built Armenia, in the 1990s when
itneeded help. Closing one more school
shortens our survival as Armenians in
the diaspora.

In Aleppo, where 1 grew up,
there were about 60,000 Armenians.
There were seven Armenian schools in
Nor-Kugh (village) in the poorer sec-
tion of Aleppo, and there were that
many Armenian schools in in Kaghak
(city).

I will give you a picture what
Armenian schools were like then, and
how they survived.

I attended the Oosoomnasirats,
an Evangelical School in Nor-Kugh.

Our parents were poor refugees,
and we were the first-generation geno-
cide survivors. Some students paid the
small tuition, and a great many did not

pay any because their parents could
not afford it. But it did not matter- they
had a seat in the class. [ was given the
only seat available in the school which
was in the Preparatory class. We were
101 students in a one big room, the
ages of the students were 8-14, and |
was only 6. Every day new refugees
were arriving from Turkey, and finally
it came to a point when there was not
even standing room in our classroom.
Our principal Mr. Levon Levonian got
the help of some parents and in one
weekend, built a new classroom in the
small school yard. The walls and the
roof of our new classroom were built
with metal sheets called ‘TENEKE’.

Half of our class moved into the
new classroom, which was terribly
cold in the winter, so every morning
two students would pass around a
small charcoal grill (manghal) with live
charcoal fire and give each student a
minute to warm their frozen hands.
And when it rained we had to run out
and bring in the buckets to collect the
rain water that was coming through
the holes of TENEKE roof.

Mr. Levonian’s policy was to try
to make room for every child that
wanted to come to school, whether
they could pay tuition or not. He would
proudly say, “In my school I am rais-
ing our future. They don’t pay me now
but by getting an Armenian education,
they will be paying to the Armenian
generation of tomorrow.”

One reason AGBU School closed
its door, was that, they needed 200
students to keep the school going, but
had only 150. We all know that many
children could not come to AGBU
School because they could not afford
the tuition. If AGBU had followed
Mr.Levonian’s philosophy, and ac-
cepted Armenian students that could
pay, and also those who could not pay,
the school would fill the 200 seats.
Perhaps AGBU should have given the
community a chance to come forward
and raise the money for those who
couldn’t afford it.

Eighty years ago, Mr. Levon
Levonian had the foresight to educate
students, most of them needy like me
and my two siblings, who could not
afford to pay the tuition. Why couldn’t
AGBU with a half billion dollars in
assets accept the 50 students and pay
their tuition and raise the enrollment to
200 students?

“Thank you, Mr. Levonian, un-
der such destitute, and hardships, you
had the foresight to build our future.”

Mr. Levon Levonian was the
uncle of Mrs. Joyce Abdulian

Rebutting Erdogan

BY DAVID L. PHILLIPS
Former Chairman, Turkish-Arme-
nian Reconciliation Commission

U.S. President Donald J. Trump
and Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan met in the White House on
November 13, 2019. During their joint
press conference, Trump was unchar-
acteristically silent as Erdogan went
on a diatribe concerning Armenian
Genocide, condemning the near unani-
mous Resolution in the US House of
Representatives reaffirming the US
record on the Genocide. Erdogan also
dredged up the debunked proposal for
a joint historical commission on Arme-
nian issues.

Erdogan is an established de-
nier of the Armenian Genocide,
where 1.5 million Armenian Chris-
tians were slaughtered by his prede-
cessors. His ties to ISIS and other
enemies of the US should have dis-
qualified him from the White House
visit to begin with.

In the press conference, para-
doxically, Erdogan both denied the
Genocide and invited a “dialogue and
debate” about Armenian issues. Dia-
logue sounds like a positive and worth-
while step. In this instance, however,
it is another component of Turkey’s
denial campaign. The purpose of dia-
logue cannot be to explore the truth of
the Armenian Genocide. That fact is
beyond question.

I chaired the Turkish-Armenian
Reconciliation Commission (TARC)
from 2001 to 2004. TARC included
former foreign ministers and promi-
nent Turks and Armenians from
around the world. It worked with the
International Center for Transitional
Justice to produce a legal opinion in
2003, which concluded that the
events in the early Twentieth Cen-
tury met the definition of Genocide:
(i) More than one person died; (ii)
Those who died represented a dis-
tinct ethnic, cultural or religious
group; (iii) There was a pattern to
events resulting in their deaths; (iv)
The perpetrators knew that Arme-
nians would die and therefore pos-
sessed the requisite genocidal intent.
The genocide finding was confirmed
by the Elie Wiesel Foundation and
scores of Nobel laureates.

In 2009, Armenia and Turkey
areed to Protocols which would have
normalized relations and established
a joint committee to work on all
historical and legal issues, aimed at
normalizing relations between Arme-
nia and Turkey. Erdogan scuttled
those agreements, casting doubt on
his sincerity.

The Armenian Genocide was
confirmed by sources of unques-
tioned integrity and credibility, in-
cluding official dispatches from
Ambassador Henry M. Morgenthau
and cables from consular offices.
Morgenthau reported, “When the
Turkish authorities gave the order
for these deportations, they were
giving a death warrant to the whole
race”. Raphael Lemkin, author of
the Convention on the Prevention
and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide, described genocide as
“what happened to the Arme-

nians.”

Erdogan wants a “constructive
dialogue with the United States Con-
gress.” However, Congress has al-
ready reacted to Turkey’s denial cam-
paign by overwhelmingly approving
House Resolution 296, which affirms
the US record of the Genocide. HR 296
passed by a vote of 405 in favor and 11
against.

Dialogue does not mean denial,
and there is no reason for another
history commission when the results
have been confirmed and reconfirmed
many times over. Even President
Trump has given a dictionary defini-
tion of the genocide and used the
Armenian term for Genocide in his
annual Remembrance Day statements
on April 24.

Erdogan said that Turks were
“hurt” by the passage of HR 296,
while censoring and prosecuting
Turks who take steps to come to
terms with Turkey’s past. He has
found that racism makes good poli-
tics. In 2007, the leading Turkish
Armenian journalist working for rec-
onciliation in Turkey was assassi-
nated, in an unresolved murder with
clear government and mafia con-
nections.

There was nothing new in
Erdogan’s recent remarks. Once again,
he offered to open up the Ottoman
archives and endorsed an academic
debate between experts and historians.
Proposing to open the archives is a
ruse aimed at sewing doubt as to
whether 1.5 million Armenians were
actually killed. The main perpetrator’s
own journal, as well as other docu-
ments, have been published, confirm-
ing the Turkish campaign to extermi-
nate Armenians and other Christians in
the Ottoman Empire.

Instead of giving Erdogan a plat-
form for disinformation, Trump should
have spoken forthrightly about the
Armenian Genocide. The more Turks
hear the mention of the Genocide, the
closer they will come to accepting the
Truth.

David L. Phillips is Director of
the Program on Peace-building and
Rights at Columbia University’s In-
stitute for the Study of Human
Rights. He was Chairman of TARC
from 2001 to 2004. His book,
Unsilencing the Past: Track Two
Diplomacy and Turkish-Armenian
Reconciliation,(2005) is an account
of TARC’s work. Phillips is also
author of Diplomatic History: The
Turkey Armenian Protocols
(2012).
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AACCWD 13th Biennial Assembly And
Sacred Music Convention

VAN NUYS — The Association
of Armenian Church Choirs of the
Western Diocese of the Armenian
Church of North America (AACCWD)
held a three-day convention in Van
Nuys, California, November 8-10,
2019. The convention was a culminat-
ing success on behalf of outgoing
Chairman Sevag Derderian whose long-
lasting record has been to implement,
maintain, and enhance education as a
core tenant of the AACCWD.

On Friday, November 8, 2019,
the AACCWD Central Council hon-
ored Father Shnork Demirjian for his
countless years of dedication to the
Armenian Apostolic Church and the
AACCWD during the convention’s
opening-night banquet. The event fea-
tured remarks by Diocesan Primate
Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, as well
asoutgoing Chairman Sevag Derderian,
and 2019 honouree Fr. Shnork
Demirjian. The evening’s attendance
was a testament to the wide-spread
support of Sevag Derderian and his
culmination of over 15,000 traveled
miles in his mission to share and pro-
mote the education and love for sacred
music across the Western Diocese.

On Saturday, November 9, 2019,
parishioners and church choir members
from Southern and Central California,
Arizona, and Washington participated in
the 13th biennial assembly, lectures,
workshops, and masterclasses within

the sanctuary of Saint Peter Armenian
Apostolic Church. Guest lecturers in-
cluded: Mr. Sevag Derderian (Director,
Armenian Sacred Music Project; Chair
MS/HS CalState LA Andriassian Guitar
Festival, Competition, & Symposium),
Dr. Ronald Sinanian (Resident Organist,
St. Peter; Past-Dean, American Guild of
Organists), Dr. Christopher Gravis (Pro-
fessor, California State University Los
Angeles).

The assembly meeting chaired
by Dn. Allan Jendian incorporated del-
egates from across the Western Dio-
cese and informed the assembly that
Mr. Raffi Mikaelian will be the next
Chairman ofthe AACCWD. Mikaelian
will be forming a central council under
the guidance of Abp. Derderian within
the coming weeks. The 14th biennial
assembly and convention will take place
in Fresno, California at St. Paul Arme-
nian Apostolic Church. Sevag
Derderian was unanimously elected
Assembly Chair for the 14th biennial
assembly alongside Dn. Allan Jendian
and Dn. Dr. Sarkis Mesrobian (Co-
Vice Chair), and Ms. Victoria Amran
(Secretary).

On Sunday, November 10, 2019,
Archpriest Father Shnork Demirjian
celebrated the Divine Liturgy with
Sevag Derderian conducting over thirty
choir members and multiple hymns by
Gomidas in honor of his 150th anni-
versary.

Official Opening of the Zoryan Institute and

e

YEREVAN -- On November 13,
2019, the official opening ceremony of
the Zoryan Institute and AUA Center
for Oral History took place at the
AGBU Papazian Library of the Ameri-
can University of Armenia (AUA). The
Zoryan Institute has equipped the Cen-
ter with copies of its earliest, largest,

AUA Center for Oral History

and most significant Armenian Geno-
cide Oral History Archive.

“Housing the copies of the Zoryan
Institute’s renowned Armenian Geno-
cide Oral History Archive atthe AGBU
Papazian Library at AUA is a great
honor for us. I am proud to say that
AUA students will be involved in tran-

Turkish Translation of House Resolution on
Armenian Genocide Added to ANI Website

Baglanular

Soykinm Haritass
Ana Sayfa > Uluslararasi Dojr

Cevrimici Sergiler

Cevrimici Muze

Uluslararasi Daimi

Adalet Merkezi Raporu >
Belgenin PDFini gor
KARAR 296 (H. RES. 286)
ABD Temsilciler Meclisi

29 Ekim, 2019

| Birlesik Devletler Temsilciler Meclisi 296 Sayih Karar

slama > Kararlar, Kanunlar ve Bildiriler

Amenka Bidegik Devietler'nin Ermeni Soykinmi‘'m, 1915-1923 yillan arasinda Osmanl Imparatoriugu tarafindan 1.5
milyen Ermeni'nin katledimesini tanidids ve kinadifi ve Ermeniler, Rumlara. Asurlular, Keldaniler, SGryaniler, Aramiler,

Ermeni Soyirimins taniyan Olkeler listesi igin tiklayiniz

29 Ekim 2019

ler ve difer Hiristiy kargiy
oldu§unu gz andne alinarak.

len soykirimel siyasetl

Amenka Birdesik Devietler’nin 1913-1916 yillan arasinda Osmanh Imparatoriugu Bayokekisi olan Henry Morgenthau'nun,
“Imparaterujun imha siyaset” olarak lanimiadids duruma karg birgok dlkenin yetkidilerinin katidi protestolan crganize
etifi ve ancilik yaptgi, ayrica Morgenthau'nun, 16 Temmuz 1315, ABD Digisleri Bakami Robert Lansing'den "Bakanlk
*** Ermani zulmind durdurma konusundaki cagnmzi onayliyer” talimatini aldid gdz éndine alinarak

Bagkan Woodrow Wilson'un teguiki ve kongre karan ile Near East Relef in (Yakin Dogu Yardim Kurulugu) kurulmas:
1915-1930 yilan araginda 116.000.000 § (2.500.000.000 2019 $'in Gzerinda) badig loplamasi ve Senalo’'nun bu
| kunayan karadan kabul oWk gbz Bnine

kurtulanlara yardim etmenin gururlu bir gegmigi

linarak

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Since its
launch two years ago, the Armenian Na-
tional Institute (ANI) Turkish language
website has been continuously expanded
with major additions made throughout
the course of 2019, now augmented by
the Armenian Genocideresolution adopted
by the United States House of Represen-
tatives on October 29.

Over 60 international resolutions
and laws from around the world can
presently be read in the Turkish lan-
guage providing wide proof of the
extent of global awareness of the Ar-
menian Genocide, as well as the deci-
sions of all of the countries repre-
sented which recognize the genocide —
at least 29 at this juncture.

In the face of the continuing
denial of the Armenian Genocide by
Turkish state authorities, once again
demonstrated by President of Turkey
Recep Tayyip Erdogan during his lat-
est visit to Washington, where, from a
White House podium, he referred to
the 1915 Armenian Genocide as “an
incident that took place 104 years ago,”
the ANI Turkish website strives to
educate the Turkish-reading public
about the facts, history, and recogni-
tion of the Armenian Genocide.

The ANI Turkish website has
been expanded with new sections fea-
turing records reflecting the position
of Heads of States, Parliaments, and
Presidential Statements. These are of-
ficial remarks issued by individuals
separate from the legislative history of
recognition documented in the section
titled Resolutions, Laws, and Declara-
tions emanating from parliamentary
bodies.

Public Petitions, International
Organizations, and Statements on
Record relating to the Armenian Geno-
cide now constitute new sections of

the ANI Turkish website, reflecting
the range of official documents that
ANI collects and posts.

Additional entries from the Ency-
clopedia of Genocide are now accessible
in Turkish, as well as historic news
reports from the time of the Armenian
Genocide documenting the extent of
coverage in American print media.

The ANI Turkish website also
includes historic photographs, maps
tracing out the Armenian Genocide, a
Frequently Asked Questions page, and
other informative sections.

Turkish audiences have been
continually consulting the site since its
launch. This sustained public interest
indicates that the site is providing a
service otherwise unavailable in Tur-
key or elsewhere. The ANI Turkish
website closely parallels the main ANI
site which contains a wealth of infor-
mation and documentation, as well as
several popular digital exhibits.

The latest dismissive comment of
the Turkish president follows a pattern
of similar offensive remarks reflective
of the constraints imposed on civil soci-
ety in Turkey. For the past three years,
Turkish authorities have stepped up the
repression of free speech in the country
and further escalated genocide denial in
the face of growing international
acknowledgement. Prosecutions under
Article 301 of the Turkish Penal Code
have also increased as more journalists,
authors, and human rights activists call-
ing for open discussion of Armenian
issues are incarcerated.

The direction of Turkish policy
remains in full contradiction of'its calls
for dialogue making it all the more
evident that the resources that ANI
and similar organizations have created
remain central to educating the Turk-
ish-speaking public.

scribing and translating the Armenian
video interviews making the resources
available to the English-speaking com-
munity,” noted AUA President Dr. Karin
Markides in her welcoming remarks.

Over the past decades, the digi-
tized collection has served as a re-
source of utmost significance to schol-
ars, researchers, students, and film-
makers. Through the Zoryan Institute
and AUA Center for Oral History, sci-
entists and students in Armenia will
now have the unique opportunity to
access about 800 video recordings of
interviews with Genocide survivors.
Besidesresearching the materials, AUA
students have volunteered to transcribe
the recordings in the collection which
will then be translated into English,
increasing their usefulness.

“The impact of this project is far

reaching, and this next step in partner-
ship with AUA will allow the world’s
largest Armenian Genocide oral his-
tory collection, and the stories of over
800 genocide survivors, to be known
toa greater, broader, audience of schol-
ars and researchers,” noted President
ofthe Zoryan Institute Greg Sarkissian.

During the opening ceremony,
the Zoryan Institute presented the ani-
mated movie trailer Aurora Sunrise.
Prepared in partnership with the larg-
estdocumentary filmstudioin Yerevan,
Bars Media, the film tells the story of
Aurora Mardiganian’s survival using
her personal testimony from the
Institute’s Oral History Project of the
1980s. Through this animated film,
Mardiganian’s 104-year-old story will
be accessible to future generations
perpetually.
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ARMENIAN
AMERICAN
MUSEUM

Kenneth L. Khachigian
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck
Senior Partner

Hundreds of supporters, comm
public officials are expecte
2nd Annual Armenian America use alac
Sunday, December 8, 2019. The signature event
of the year will celebrate and support the
landmark project as it approaches its
historic groundbreaking year.

FOR MORE INFORMATION | WWW.AAMGALA.ORG | (818) 644-2073
BUILDING TOGETHER. LEAVING A LEGACY.
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