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FM Mnatsakanyan: Security of Artsakh
People Will Not be Compromised
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BRATISLAVA — The security
of the people of Nagorno Karabakh
will not be compromised, and in no
circumstances the people of Karabakh
should be left without secure lines of
defense, Armenian Foreign Minister
Zohrab Mnatsakanyan said, address-
ing the 26th OSCE Ministerial Council
in Bratislava.

In the wake of his meeting with
Azerbaijan’s Foreign Minister Elmar
Mammadyarov, Zohrab Mnatsakanyan
outlined the position of Armenia on the
key aspects of the peaceful settlement
of the Karabakh conflict.

First, he said, there is no alterna-
tive to a peaceful settlement of the
conflict within the OSCE Minsk Group
co-chairmanship, which is internation-
ally mandated and supported.

“Second, the inalienable right of
the people of Nagorno Karabakh people
to self-determination represents a fun-
damental principle and foundation for

the peaceful resolution,” Minister
Mnatsakanyan stated.

“The recognition of this principle
not to be limited in the scope of deter-
mination for the final status of Nagorno
Karabakh mustbe clearly and unequivo-
cally accepted. The term without limi-
tation clearly implies also the right to
maintain and determine a status out-
side the jurisdiction, sovereignty or
self-determination of Azerbaijan,” the
Foreign Minister stated.

He added that the persistent hos-
tile policies and actions of Azerbaijan,
including the recent aggression against
Nagorno Karabakh in April 2016, em-
phasize the illegitimacy and impossi-
bility of claiming jurisdiction by
Azerbaijan over the people of Nagorno
Karabakh.

“Azerbaijan must assume the
commitment to recognize the right to

Continued onpage 4

Former President Serzh Sarkisian
Charged With Embezzlement

YEREVAN -- Armenia's Special
Investigation Service (SIS) has brought
corruption charges against Serzh
Sarkisian, Armenia’s former president,
on Wednesday.

The SIS alleged that Sarkisian
“organized theembezzlement by a group
of officials” of 489 million drams (just
over $1 million) in government funds
allocated in 2013 for the provision of
subsidized diesel fuel to farmers.

In a statement, the SIS said that
Sarkisian interfered in a government
tender for the fuel supplier to ensure
that it is won by Flash, a company
which has long been one of Armenia’s
main fuel importers. Flash is owned by
Barsegh Beglaryan, a businessman be-
lieved to have had close ties to the 65-
year-old ex-president.

The government paid Flash over
1.8 billion drams ($3.8 million) as part
of the scheme designed to help tens of
thousands of low-income farmers
across the country. According to the
SIS statement, another private com-

pany, Maxhur, was ready to supply the
same quantity of diesel fuel at a lower
price which would have allowed the
government to save 489 million drams.

The SIS said that the
government’s failure to pick
Maxhur amounted to a deliberate
embezzlement of public funds or-
dered by Sarkisian.

The law-enforcement agency
stopped short of arresting Sarkisian
who ruled Armenia from 2008-2018.
It said it had him sign a formal pledge
not to leave the country pending inves-
tigation.

Sarkisian did not immediately
comment on the accusation carrying
between four and eight years in prison.

Some of Sarkisian’s relatives,
cronies and political allies have been
prosecuted on corruption charges since
his ouster. Also, his predecessor and
erstwhile ally, Robert Kocharian, was
arrested in July 2018 on coup and
bribery charges which he rejects as
politically motivated.

Taniel Koushakjian Appointed as ACA’s
Washington D.C. Representative

WASHINGTON, DC — The Ar-
menian Council of America is pleased
to announce the appointment of Taniel
Koushakjian as ACA’s Washington
D.C. Representative.

“We are very proud to welcome
Taniel to lead our efforts in Washing-
ton D.C.” remarked ACA Chairman
Sevak Khatchadorian. “His vast expe-
rience on Armenian-related issues and
his dedication to our community will
be of great service for our efforts in
the nation’s capital.”

Taniel Koushakjian is the CEO of
BreakThru Strategies, a government
affairs and strategic public relations
firm in Washington, DC. He holds a
B.A. in Political Science from Florida
Atlantic University, a M.A. in Political
Management from The George Wash-
ington University, and a Graduate Cer-
tificate in PACs & Political Manage-
ment from The George Washington
University. He previously served as
the Grassroots Director and Commu-
nications Director of the Armenian
Assembly of America where he suc-
cessfully advocated on a wide array
of human rights, international reli-
gious freedom, U.S. foreign policy,
and appropriations issues. Koushakjian
was selected as a 2018-2019 Fellow
with the Anti-Defamation League
Glass Leadership Institute, as well as
a 2019 Fellow with the James Madi-
son Institute.

“I’m excited to work with the
dedicated team at ACA.” said
Koushakjian. “With the House of Rep-
resentatives’ affirmation of the Ar-
menian Genocide this year, the peace-
ful democratic transition of power in
the Republic of Armenia last year, and
the steadfast commitment of the Ar-
menian American community to these
issues over many decades, the prom-
ise and potential of US-Armenia rela-
tions in the years ahead is greater now
than ever before.”

The Armenian Council of America
is committed to promote the civic and
civil rights interests of the Armenian
American community, and to cham-
pion the causes and concerns of the
Armenian-American community within
local, state, and federal governments.

Another Republican Senator Blocks Passage
Of Armenian Genocide Resolution

WASHINGTON, DC-U.S. Sena-
tor Bob Menendez’s request to pass
Senate Resolution 150, formally recog-
nizing the Armenian genocide on behalf
of the U.S. government was blocked by
Republican Senator Kevin Cramer from
North Dakota. The Resolution was pre-
viously blocked by Senator Purdue from
Georgia and Senator Lindsey Graham
from South Carolina. In October, the
House passed a version of this resolu-
tion by a vote of 405-11.

The White House directed Sen.
Cramer to block the resolution which
would have passed via unanimous con-
sent. Cramer said on the Senate floor
that he doesn’t think this is “the right

time” to pass the resolution, noting
that President Trump has just returned
from meeting with Erdogan at the
NATO summit in London, and that the
resolution could undermine the
administration’s diplomatic efforts.

Cramer’s objection is especially
noteworthy given that he was a co-
sponsor of a similar resolution during
the last Congress.

Cramer tweeted a picture in Sep-
tember 2017 thanking actor Dean Cain
for visiting Capitol Hill to “raise aware-
ness on the Armenian genocide.”

He stated on the Senate floor
Thursday that he does not intend to
continue objecting to the resolution.
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Armenia Marks International Day of
Commemoration and Dignity of the Victims
of the Crime of Genocide

YEREVAN — On the Interna-
tional Day of Commemoration and
Dignity of the Victims of the Crime of
Genocide and of the Prevention of
this Crime marked on December 9,
Armenian President Armen Sarkissian,
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, Na-
tional Assembly Speaker Ararat
Mirzoyan and Foreign Minister Zohrab
Mnatsakanyan visited today the
Tsitsernakaberd Memorial Complex
in Yerevan.

Accompanied by a group of other
officials, they laid flowers at the me-
morial to pay tribute to the innocent
victims of the Armenian Genocide.

In September 2015, the United
Nations General Assembly established
9 December as the International Day
of Commemoration and Dignity of the
Victims of the Crime of Genocide and
of the Prevention of this Crime at the

initiative of Armenia.

The 9th of December is the anni-
versary of the adoption of the 1948
Convention on the Prevention and Pun-
ishment of the Crime of Genocide (the
“Genocide Convention”). This year
marks the 70th anniversary of the
Convention.

The purpose of the day is to
raise awareness of the Genocide Con-
vention and its role in combating and
preventing the crime of genocide, as
defined in the Convention, and to
commemorate and honour its vic-
tims.

In adopting the resolution, with-
out a vote, the 193-member Assembly
reiterated the responsibility of each
individual State to protect its popula-
tions from genocide, which entails the
prevention of such a crime, including
incitement to it.

Armenian Parliament Passes
2020 Government Budget

YEREVAN — as The National
Assembly approved on Friday Arme-
nian government’s budget for next
year which calls for further sizable
increases in public spending and tax
revenue.

“We are doing well,” Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinian said as he put an
optimistic spin on the economic situa-
tion in Country. The spending bill
passed by 69 votes to 37.

The budget commits the govern-
ment to spending 1.88 trillion drams
(almost $4 billion), up by 14 percent
from its expenditures projected for
this year.

In particular, spending on social
program is to rise by 10 percent, to
489 billion drams. The budget calls for
sharper increases in government funds
allocated to education and healthcare.
They are projected to total 163 billion
drams and 111 billion drams respec-
tively.

By contrast, Armenia’s defense
budget will be virtually flat in 2020 at
just over 301 billion drams ($634 mil-
lion), a fact deplored by some opposi-
tion politicians and other critics of the
government. The latter has pledged to
strengthen the Armenian military
through more efficient governance and
its ongoing fight against corruption.

“Since May 2018 Armenia has
acquired unprecedented, for the re-

cent past, quantities of weapons and
ammunition,” Pashinian said in this
regard. He did not shed light on those
acquisitions.

Armenia’s state revenues are
projected to growth just as strongly
and reach almost 1.7 trillion drams.
According to Finance Minister Atom
Janjughazian, this should translate
into a budget deficit equivalent to 2.6
percent of Gross Domestic Project.
The government had forecast a
slightly lower deficit-to-GDP ratio
for 2019.

Thesebudgetary targets are based
on the assumption that the Armenian
economy will expand by at least 4.9
percent next year. Government offi-
cials say economic growth may well
be faster, arguing that it accelerated to
7.5 percent in the first nine months of
this year.

Pashinian declared that Armenia
is now the fastest-growing economy

Armenian PM’s Wife Invites
Azerbaijan’s First Lady to Artsakh
to Listen to "Mugham"

YEREVAN -- The Armenian
prime minister's wife on Wednesday
announced her intention to invite
Azerbaijan's first lady to Nagorno-
Karabakh (Artsakh), responding to her
recent social media post expressing a
desire to enjoy Azerbaijani folk music
"Mugham" (a musical genre that weds
orally transmitted music with classi-
cal written poetry).

“l want to invite Mehriban
Aliyeva to Karabakh. She can be our
guest. We know how to honor a guest:
one of the rules of hospitality is to
honor one with music, we can fulfill
her dream and ensure that she listens
to her beloved mugham in Karabakh,”
she said, addressing the United Na-
tions Security Council conference on

Women, Peace and Security in Yerevan
on Wednesday.

The PM’s wife added she is ready
to pay a visit to Azerbaijan if Aliyeva
accepts her invitation.

“However, if Mehriban Aliyeva
means that their dream is to come to
Karabakh and listen to mugham through
war, | assure you that this dream will
remain unfulfilled,” Hakobyan stressed.
“Moreover, if they start a new war,
there will appear new settlements where
listening to mugham will become an
unfulfilled dream for them.”

Aliyeva, who currently holds the
post of Azerbaijan's deputy president,
said in her public post that it is "our sole
desire listen to the Karabakh shikaste
(migham) on the soil of Karabakh".

Kirk Kerkorian Statue Unveiled in
Armenia’s Spitak

SPITAK — A statue of Arme-
nian American businessman, investor
and philanthropist Kirk Kerkorian was
unveiled in the city of Spitak, Armenia,
on Saturday December 7 on the 31st
anniversary of the 1988 earthquake.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
and other government officials were in
attendance of the opening ceremony.
Artist of Armenia Levon Tokmajyan
created the sculpture.

Philanthropist Kirk Kerkorian
donated millions of dollars to Armenia
through his Lincy Foundation, which
was established in 1989 after the dev-
astating earthquake of Spitak.
Kerkorian named the foundation in
honor of his daughters Linda and
Tracy.

In 2004, Armenia awarded its
highest honor to Kerkorian — the Na-
tional Hero of Armenia title. A statue of
Kerkorian was inaugurated in 2018 in
Gyumri.

PM Pashinyan also laid flowers
at the khachkar dedicated to the
memory of Japanese earthquake and
tsunami victims and at the monument-
khachkar dedicated to the memory of
April war heroes.. The Premier then
visited Lernantsk community to attend
the inauguration of a block of flats built
for local residents. Within the frame-
work of the Disaster Zone State Hous-
ing Program, 8 apartments were built
by the Fuller Center for Charitable
Non-Governmental Organizations at the
expense of government funding.

in the former Soviet Union. Citing a
raft of macroeconomic data, he said:

“All this shows that we will be doing
even better.”
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Forbes Lists Yerevan Among 10 Underrated
Destinations to Visit in 2020

NEW YORK —Forbes magazine
has listed Yerevan, the capital of Ar-
menia, among its 10 underrated, off-
the-beaten-path destinations to visit in
2020.

“That’s not to say these destina-
tions aren’t known among in-the-know
travelers and frequent fliers: they sim-
ply deserve much more credit than
they get,” the magazine explains. “From
charming, cosmopolitan cities to his-
toric gems and untapped beaches, here
are 10 underrated places you should
visit in 2020 — plus, where to stay and
what to see.”

The list also features Colonia del
Sacramento (Uruguay), ConDao (Viet-
nam), Lagos (Nigeria), Mondulkiri
(Cambodia), Rotterdam (The Nether-
lands), Santiago (Chile), and others.

“Known as the world’s “oldest

Christian country,” Armenia is one of
the most fascinating places you can
visit, what with its grand temple ruins
and UNESCO-recognized Christian
monasteries,” the author says.

“The capital, Yerevan, is one of the
longest continually-inhabited cities on
earth, and is known for its majestic
views of Mt. Ararat—Armenia’s na-
tional symbol—as well as its ararat brandy
and wine. Yerevan’s been dubbed the
“pink city” for the rose-hued volcanic
tufa rock that forms much of its archi-
tecture,” the article reads.

The author suggests taking a page
fromthe Kardashian playbook and stay
at the Marriott Yerevan hotel and dine
at renowned Dolmama Restaurant,
which “has played host to notables
including Hillary Clinton, The Prince
of Wales and Gérard Depardieu”.

Japanese Scientist Takeo Kanade Awarded
RA State Prize for Global IT Contribution

YEREVAN -
Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan re-
ceived Japanese sci-
entist, Professor at
Carnegie Mellon
University, author
of the Origami
World Theory, au-
thor of the concept
of virtual reality
Takeo Kanade, who
has won the State
Prize of the Repub- | 5
lic of Armenia for | @gy:
Global Contribution
to Information Technologies.

The Prime Minister noted that
the decision to award Mr. Kanade
with the State Prize of the Republic of
Armenia for valuable investment in
the field of information technologies
reflects the Government’s apprecia-
tion of his achievements. Nikol
Pashinyan stressed that Mr. Kanade’s
long experience in the sphere of sci-
ence and high technologies could set
an example for those young Arme-
nians taking their first steps in the IT
sector.

"Mr. Kanade’s revolutionary in-
novations came as a breakthrough in
global science and technology to open
up new horizons for scientists and for
mankind, as whole. It is not surprising
that Dr. Kanade has been awarded
and, I am sure, he will be awarded
many other prestigious awards". PM

Pashinyan stated.

Takeo Kanade thanked the Prime
Minister, noting that it is a great honor
for him to receive the State Prize of
the Republic of Armenia for Global
Contribution to Information Technol-
ogy. Mr. Kanade stressed that Arme-
nia is a good platform for high-tech
activity and went on to highlight the
role played by the National Polytech-
nic University of Armenia in training
IT specialists. In Takeo Kanade’s
words, there are many young people
with great energy and potential in
Armenia who can make a valuable
contribution to progress in this field
with their innovative ideas.

The meeting was followed by a
stamp redemption ceremony, dedicated
to the presentation of RA State Prize
for Global Contribution to Information
Technologies.

Book Review- Bible Engagement: The Discovery of Faith, Hope and Self

Dr. Hrayr Jebejian (D Min, New
York Theological Seminary) is the au-
thor of this amazing and gripping book.
In his capacity as the General Secre-
tary of the Bible Society in the Gulf for
almost 30 years, Dr. Jebejian has done
a fascinating and pace-setting research
in a part of the world (United Arab
Emirates) about which we’ve know
very little, and assumed not worthy of
our concentrated attention because it
is almost totally dominated by Arab/
Muslim governments.

The first three chapter (eight in
all) I find very helpful and necessary to
understand this project. It provides the
historic perspective and context for
the place of Christianity in this region.
I find it fascinating that the Nestorian
Church had a significant presence there
since the 4™ century A.D. Muslim con-
querors did not threaten them in the
early years, but their threat came
mostly from within Christendom, af-
ter Nestorius was branded a heretic by
the Ecumenical Council ( Ephesus,
431 A.D) and banished. Here is a good
example of how “heresies” do not
vanish when banished but relocate and
flourish somewhere else. For example,
it was so with the first “heretic” Arius
who went north into the Balkans after
the Council of Nicea (325 A.D) and
brought Christianity there. The de-
cline of Christianity in the Gulf is
traced to the 9" century, mostly due to
the dominance of Byzantian theology/
dogma (Trinitarian) in the West, and
unwillingness or inability to under-
stand and accept it in the East by

BIBLE
ENGAGEMENT

The Discovery of Faith,
Hope and Self

DR. HRAYR JEBEJIAN

Muslims and Eastern Christians living
there. With the arrival of the Portu-
guese in 1506 Western European Chris-
tianity was introduced in the Gulf re-
gion, followed by missionaries. How-
ever, violence and indiscriminate kill-
ings accompanied their arrival, leaving
an indelible mark on the memories of
the people, thus changing the image of
Christianity from a pacific to a hostile
one to this day. However, this negative
image was somewhat mitigated by the
positive medical and educational work
done by British and American missions
following.

Today there are hundreds of
Christian churches in the area. How-
ever, they are composed almost totally
of migrant Asian workers (majority
being from India). Millions of them
have constituted the work force nec-
essary to build the modern cities there.
Dr. Jebejian was largely influential in
bringing the Bible Society in the Gulf

(BSG) to the UAE, and it has played a
crucial role in bringing the Gospel to
the immigrant people, there, and also
in bringing the churches of all denomi-
nations together in the common task of
bringing to them spiritual enlighten-
ment and support. It is in this regard
that he embarked on the project which
forms the basis for this book.

The next two chapters deal with
the essential core of this book. It is
centered in the phrase BIBLE EN-
GAGEMENT (BE), and describes the
process of affecting Christian change.
This is done with the objective of
“making the Bible discoverable, acces-
sible, and relevant,” with the ultimate
goal being that of helping these people
regain their identity and personhood in
community, centered in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. 1 had not encountered
this term before, having used the phrase
“Bible study” always. I like BE much
better because it takes one far beyond
just study of the Book to the experi-
ence of acting out and living out the
truths found therein. In this regard the
research brought Dr.Jebejian face to
face with hundreds of people using a
three-pronged approach: The Printed
Word; Audiovisual Tools; Storytelling
Tools. Limiting his research to those
speaking Telegu (South India), he de-
veloped a project using three sets of
questions in an interview process, in-
cluding church leaders as one target
group, and individual migrants as a
second group. Using relevant scrip-
ture texts and verses he asked the
migrants a series of questions, first,

relative to the meaning, of the scrip-
tures, next on how they engaged the
scriptures in applying them to their
own needs and struggles, and third
with how they were nurtured by the
scriptures. He then interviewed church
leaders relative to their experiences
with their people, requesting them to
share their stories, and seeking from
them ways the Bible Society could be
of help to them in designing programs
especially for migrants.

The final three chapters are fas-
cinating in that they share the stories
and experiences of the interviewees:
stories of struggles, faith journeys,
and testimonies of lives changed under
the impact of the life-changing power
of the Holy Spirit. They are moving
and a powerful witness to the effective
work the Bible Society has been carry-
ing on in the region over these man
years.

In his concluding remarks, Dr.
Jebejian seeks to summarize his find-
ings and pass on their implications for
future use by the Bible Society and
related parties. “No matter how dif-
ferently the interviewees understood
and made meaning of the same text,”
he says, “we can see that their lives
have been transformed...and the mes-
sage of hope has made an enormous
impact on their lives.” Addressing the
Bible Society, he says, “The vast
amount of data this research collected
urges the BSG to consider some new
directions for the BSG to improve,

Continued onpage 4
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Dr. Ari Sekeryan Named Visiting Professor
in Armenian Studies at Fresno State

FRESNO -- Armenian Studies
Program Director Prof. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian announced the appoint-
ment of Dr. Ari Sekeryan as the 16th
Henry S. Khanzadian Kazan Visiting
Professor in Armenian Studies for the
Spring 2020 semester at Fresno State.

Dr. Sekeryan graduated from the
Department of Oriental Studies at the
University of Oxford, defending his
dissertation entitled, “The Armenians
in the Ottoman Empire after the First
World War (1918-1923).” Inthe 2018-
2019 academic year, Dr. Sekeryan
was an Honorary Fellow at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison, Institute
for Research in the Humanities.
Sekeryan was a Visiting Lecturer in
the Faculty of Oriental Studies at
Yerevan State University (summer of
2018) and a Research Assistant in the
Department of Sociology at the Uni-
versity of Oxford in 2016.

Sekeryan’s interest in the field of
Armenian Studies started to grow while
he was working at the Istanbul-based
Aras Publishing House. Teaching Ar-
menian history is prohibited in the
Armenian schools in Istanbul and there
were only Armenian literature classes
offered, but the content was limited
due to the strict regulations. It was at
Aras that Sekeryan became more in-
terested in Armenian literature and his-
tory, and then started to read works
from famed Armenian authors.

At the same time, he decided to
pursue a Master’s degree at Bogazici
University, where he had the chance to
study the Late Ottoman period and the
minorities in the Ottoman Empire.
These two institutions, Aras Publish-
ing and Bogazi¢i University, had a great
impact on his intellectual development.

When Sekeryan was visiting the
Bayazid State Library to check on a
few issues of Turkish and Armenian
dailies for a book project that they
were working on at Aras, a librarian,
after seeing Sekeryan’s name on re-
quest forms, brought several volumes
of Armenian newspapers, asked him
to help them in cataloging. No one
knew Armenian among the library staff,
and he felt obligated to help them.
These were the volumes of Zhamanag
daily in 1918 and 1919.

Sekeryan helped the library staff
in cataloguing these volumes and af-
terwards he visited the library twice
a week to read the news items, ar-
ticles, and editorials. He was sur-
prised when he realized the signifi-
cant gap that exists in Armenian his-
toriography regarding the Armistice
years (1918-1923). Rather than fo-
cusing on diplomatic documents,
which are not great sources to ana-
lyze the inner dynamics of communi-
ties, he focused on the Ottoman Turk-
ish and Armenian dailies to track the
political and social developments and
most importantly the reactions of the
community leadership as well as
members.

Sekeryan’s Ph.D. dissertation,

“The Armenians in the Ottoman Em-
pire after First World War (1918-
1923)”, analyzes the transformation of
the Ottoman Armenian political stance
and the impacts of social and political
developments of the period on the
post-genocide Armenian community
by examining the Ottoman Turkish
and Armenian press as well as the
Ottoman archives.

Sekeryan is currently working
on two projects. One is a book, An
Untold Story of Survival, which is a
significant revision of his Ph.D. dis-
sertation and secondly, he is writing an
article about the story of Armenian
orphans in Corfu, who were trans-
ferred from Istanbul in 1923 following
the defeat of the Greek forces by the
Turkish Nationalists.

Students will have the opportu-
nity to enroll in a three-unit course,
“Armenians in the Ottoman Empire
after the Genocide,” to be taught by
Sekeryan in the Spring 2020 semester.
The course will survey the aftermath
of'the Genocide in the Ottoman Empire
and will analyze the Armenian commu-
nity in the Ottoman Empire and mod-
ern Turkey after the First World War.

Sekeryanwill also give three public
lectures in the Spring semester, under
the general theme of the Armistice
years. Based on a collection of Arme-
nian and Ottoman Turkish press, the
lectures provide new research on a
neglected period in the history of the
late Ottoman Empire and Ottoman Ar-
menians.

The first lecture, on Friday,
February 7, 2020, is entitled “An
Untold Story of Survival: the Arme-
nian Community in Istanbul During
the Armistice Years (1918-1923),”
and will present an overview of the
political and social developments that
happened in the Ottoman Empire
during the Armistice period and it
explores how the Armenian commu-
nity organized itself while facing
political turmoil.

Sekeryan has never been to
Fresno but is excited about meeting
the Armenian community in Fresno
and is looking forward to participating
in community events.

“Fresno has a unique place in
Armenian history and culture, and [ am
sure I will learn a lot from the commu-
nity,” concluded Sekeryan.

www.massisweekly.com

Updated Every Friday

FM Mnatsakanyan

Continued frompage 1

self-determination of the people of
Nagorno Karabakh by way of legally
binding free expression of will of the
people of Nagorno Karabakh, the out-
come of which should have no limita-
tion,” he continued.

Third, Mnatsakanyan said, the
security of the people of Nagorno
Karabakh will not be compromised,
and in no circumstances the people of
Nagorno Karabkh should be left with-
out secure lines of defense, there will
be no conditions assuming the risks to
existential, physical security of the
people of Nagorno Karabakh, as it was
the case in 1991-1994 and 2016,”
Armenia’s top diplomat stated.

“Fourth, the peaceful settlement
should be inclusive by directly en-
gaging all parties to the conflict.
Therefore, Nagorno Karabakh
through its elected representatives
should be a direct party to a negoti-
ating process. In this respect we
emphasize the necessity of full en-
gagement of the elected representa-
tives of Artsakh in the peace pro-
cess, particularly on issues of sub-
stance,” the Foreign Minister added.

He noted that the government of
Armenia will never engage in any ac-
tivities that could violate the right of
the people of Nagorno Karabakh to
freely determine their political status
or can deprive them of the ownership
of this process.

“Fifth, the peaceful settlement
cannot take place in an environment of
tensions and risks of escalation. There-
fore, the 1994 and 1995 agreements on
ceasefire concluded Dbetween
Azerbaijan, Nagorno Karabakh and
Armenia should be strictly adhered to
and strengthened,” the Foreign Minis-
ter stated.

According to him, risk-reduction
mechanisms, including OSCE mecha-
nisms investigating ceasefire violations
and monitoring the ceasefire regime,
including by way of expanding the
Office of the Personal Representative
of the OSCE Chairman-in-Office,
should be implemented.

Sixths, he said, the basic prin-
ciple of non-use of force should be
unconditionally adhered to. “The poli-
cies of hatred, intolerance, xenopho-
bia, Armenophobia instigated and di-
rected by the leadership of Azerbaijan
should be denounced. Efforts should
be reinforced to prepare populations

for peace and to establish an envi-
ronment conducive to peace,” Min-
ister Mnatsakanyan said.

“Seventh, the maximalist posi-
tions of Azerbaijan, which ignore the
will and sensitivities of the people of
Nagorno Karabakh are fundamental
obstacles to a meaningful progress in
the peace process. The inability of
the authorities of Azerbaijan to recip-
rocate a call for a compromise by
Armenia is a point in case,” he added.

Zohrab Mnatsakanyan reminded
that the Prime Minister of Armenia
demonstrated strong political will in
announcing that any settlement
should be acceptable to the people of
Armenia, Artsakh and Azerbaijan,
which is to say that the settlement
can only be based on a compromise.

“Armenia remains engaged in
good faith in the negotiating process
and will continue to consistently work
towards the peaceful settlement. At
the same time it is unacceptable that
in the light of the present domestic
political developments in Azerbaijan
the latter sets preconditions of the
peace process as manifested in a
position paper circulated on the eve
of this Ministerial Council. Armenia
rejects such a non-constructive ap-
proach,” Minister Mnatsakanyan
stated.

Finally, he said, “in the past
month we demonstrated a modest
and yet important example of confi-
dence-building between all the par-
ties to the conflict. The exchange of
journalists between Armenia,
Nagorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan is
a promising example of building trust
and inclusive dialogue between the
parties at the public level. We are
ready to further build on this ex-
ample.”

Also, he said, the relatively low
level of violence along the line of
contact and the international border,
as well as the use of direct commu-
nication line should be sustained and
enhanced.

“However, we remain seriously
concerned that despite these mea-
sures there have been losses and
injuries, which could have been
avoided,” Minizter Mnatsakanyan
added.

“Delivering on commitment is a
key to building trust towards the
prospects for the final settlement of
the conflict,” the Foreign Minister
concluded.

Book Review- Bible Engagement

Continued frompage 1

update, and modify its programs.”
Right on!

Through this book, Dr. Jebejian
has opened for us windows and doors
to look and see with new eyes and
hearts what God is doing in the Gulf,
and with that new awareness to be
participants in the grand mission of
Christ to the world beyond our imme-
diate selves.

Rev. Dr. Vartkes M. Kassouni

skoske sk skoskoskosk sk

The reviewer is a retired pastor
affiliated with the Presbyterian Church
(USA). He has served Armenian Evan-

gelical churches in New York, Fresno
and Los Angeles. In his capacity as
Associate Executive Presbyter of Los
Ranchos Presbytery, he was their new
church developer in Southern Califor-
nia. He has also served several churches
there as interim pastor. He is the author
of two books: POINTS OF LIFE, and
POINTED REFLECTIONS. His theo-
logical degrees are from New York
Theological Seminary, and McCormick
Theological Seminary in Chicago. He
and his wife Samira reside in Orange,
CA.

A Publication of the Bible So-
ciety of the Gulf, 2019
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Just listed!

=S .

39228 Raphael Ln, Palmdale, CA 93551

+ 3 Bedrooms

» 2478 Square Feet
» 2.5 Baths » Year Built: 1997

» 7096 Square Foot Lot

» 2 car attached garage

Offered at: $475,000

Legacy
Realty

“TEAVE A LASTING IEGACY™

Ezxceptional two story KB home on private cul-de-sac. Fully furnished and move-in
ready. Many upgrades throughout, including ceramic tile floors, custom kitchen,
remodelked bathrooms. Ample backyand, repkte with abundant flora, bountiful froit
trees, a gurpling Koi pond and inwiting perpola. Schedule a private viewing today.

informafion deamed mEabk but rot guarartes d

Nick Karasarkisian
Broker/Owner
213-708-9990

E-mail: nickkarosarkisian(f@gmail.com
CalBRE # 01022153
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