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Armenia, Artsakh Security Councils
Hold Joint Session in Yerevan

YEREVAN -- Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyanand Artsakh’s
President Bako Sahakyan chaired a
joint session of the Security Councils
of the two countries. Issues discussed
included Karabakh peace process, mili-
tary issues and a presidential election
that will be held in Artsakh next spring.

RA President Armen Sarkissian,
Armenia and Artsakh National Assem-
bly Speakers Ararat Mirzoyan and
Ashot Ghulyan were also in atten-
dance.

Prime Minister Pashinyan spoke
of “modest” results achieved in Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani peace talks this year
emphasizing that, “Armenia will con-
tinue to act as a guarantor of Artsakh’s
comprehensive security.”

While noting a noticeable de-
crease in ceasefire violations in the

conflict zone since 2018, he said the
peace process has produced “modest”
results so far and blamed Azerbaijan
for that. He again complained that
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev has
not reciprocated his repeated state-
ments to the effect that a peaceful
settlement must be acceptable to the
peoples of Armenia, Karabakh and
Azerbaijan.

More importantly, Pashinyan ac-
cused Baku of misinterpreting a frame-
work peace accord drafted by the
U.S., Russian and French co-chairs of
the OSCE Minsk Group and known as
the Madrid Principles. He singled out
its provisions relating to Karabakh’s
future status.

“The Minsk Group co-chairs’

Continued onpage 4

Armenian Armed Forces Acquire
New Anti-aircraft Missile Systems

YEREVAN — The Armenian
Armed Forces have acquired new
“TOR-M2KM” anti-aircraft missile
systems, training equipment for com-
manders and operators, refueling ma-
chines and other systems.

Accompanied by Defense Minis-
ter David Tonoyan and Chief of the
General Staff of the Armed Forces
Artak Davtyan, Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan attended the presentation of

B
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the new systems.

Highlighting the ongoing efforts
to supply the Armed Forces with the
latest technical facilities, the Prime
Minister emphasized that the process
will be consistent and continuous.

“Manufactured in 2019,” he
added. “This is one of our most impor-
tant achievements this year. I can’t
say anything about quantity; it is a
military secret.”

ACA-PAC Endorses Vartan Gharpetian
for Glendale City Council

GLENDALE - After several
meetings and discussions with Glen-
dale City Councilmember Vartan
Gharpetian, the Armenian Council of
America-PAC (ACA-PAC) is proud
to announce the endorsement of
Gharpetian for Glendale City Coun-
cil, for the upcoming election on
March 3, 2020.

Councilmember Gharpetian has
served on the Glendale City Council
since 2015, when he won the seat in a
landslide victory. He was appointed as
Mayor of the city in 2017.

“Since Vartan was first elected
to the city council, we have seen many
positive changes throughout the city
of Glendale both as residents and busi-
ness owners in the community,” said
ACA-PAC member GaroBekarian. “We
look forward to his leadership, his
vision and creative problem solving
skills, as well as his willingness to

improve the quality of life for all resi-
dents regardless of their financial or
social status,” added Bekarian.

A long-time resident, volunteer,
and small business owner in Glendale,
Councilmember Gharpetian has dedi-
cated many years of his personal and
professional life to the community.

We strongly believe that the dedi-
cation, education, professional experi-
ence and community involvement of
Councilmember Gharpetian, within the
City of Glendale, will continue to de-
liver efficient, innovative and effective
solutions to current challenges facing
the city. Councilmember Gharpetian
has proven that he is a tremendous
asset to the strength of this city and we
look forward to his relentless commit-
ment and leadership in the city council
for many years to come, and urge all
Glendale residents to vote for him in
the March election.

100th Anniversary of the Agulis Pogroms
Commemorated

YEREVAN — “Today, Armenia
is more than determined to defend and
ensure the right ofthe Armenian people
to exist and peaceful development in
their historical homeland, including in
Artsakh,” Spokesperson for the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs of Armenia
Anna Naghdalyan said in a statement
on the 100th anniversary of the Agulis

pogroms targeting the Armenian in-
habitants of the village.

“Today is the 100th anniversary
ofthe massacre of Armenians in Agulis.
A century ago, on December 24-25,
1919, the peaceful Armenian popula-
tion was massacred, and this ancient

Continued onpage 4
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Three Armenian Officials Charged with
Illegal Adoptions of Children by Foreigners

YEREVAN — The director of
Armenia’s main maternity hospital and
two other officials were arrested on
Wednesday on suspicion of forcing
young women to abandon their babies
who were subsequently adopted by
foreigners paying bribes.

The Investigative Committee
made the arrests as part of a criminal
investigation launched by another law-
enforcement agency, the National Se-
curity Service (NSS), earlier this year.

The arrested officials are the head
of Armenia’s largest maternity hospi-
tal, Razmik Abrahamyan, his deputy
Arshak Jerjeryan and the director of a
Yerevan-based state orphanage, Liana
Karapetyan. They are suspected of
having forced young women to aban-
don their babies who were adopted by
foreign nationals in 2016-2018. The
latter allegedly paid hefty bribes for
those adoptions.

The Investigative Committee also
arrested later on Wednesday another
person as part of the extensive crimi-
nal investigation launched by Armenia’s
National Security Service this sum-
mer. That person has not yet been
identified.

In a November 14 statement, the
NSS claimed to have found evidence
of three dozen Armenian children have
beenillegally adopted by Italian nation-
als. In particular, it said, in 2016-2018
several officials used threats, black-
mail and lies to convince over a dozen
pregnant (and presumably unmarried)
women to abandon their expected chil-
dren. According to government data, a
total of 54 Armenian children were
adopted by foreign nationals.

According to the statement, im-
mediately after their birth the children
were taken to state-run orphanages
whose senior employees later arranged
their adoption by foreigners through
forgery of their medical records and

Director of Armenia’s main maternity
hospital Razmik Abrahamyan

other violations of adoption rules set
by the state. The NSS said that mem-
bers of the crime ring made sure that
Armenian citizens could not adopt the
babies.

The Investigative Committee
chief, Hayk Grigoryan, said all ar-
rested officials will be formally charged
by the end of this week with illegal
separation of parents from their new-
born babies. “We have testimonies by
a number of persons which unmask
the crimes committed by those [ar-
rested] individuals,” Grigoryan said
during a cabinet meeting chaired by
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

Pashinyan said that he had or-
dered the NSS and the Armenian po-
lice to look into the matter after hear-
ing allegations about serious abuses
committed during child adoptions in
Armenia. He said he was initially skep-
tical about the veracity of the allega-
tions.

“But now, in retrospect, maybe
our evaluations were not correct, maybe
the emotions of those people [who
alleged the abuses] were based on
concrete facts,” Pashinyan told minis-
ters and other officials. “All these cases
must be investigated one by one.”

Former President Serzh Sarkisian’s Nephew
Narek Sargsyan Extradited to Armenia

YEREVAN — Former President
Serzh Sarkisian’s nephew Narek
Sargsyan has been extradited from the
Czech Republic to Armenia and de-
tained, the official website of the Po-
lice of Armenia reported.

The criminal case against Narek
Sargsyan was initiated on June 26,
2018 charged with obtaining, keeping,
transporting and trading illegal weap-

ons, armaments, explosive devices, as
well as illegal trafficking in narcotics,
drugs, psychotropic substances and
their precursors.

Manhunt against Narek Sargsyan
was announced on July 6, 2018 while
starting from July 24 he had been
internationally wanted.

He was discovered on December
6 in Prague.
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Senator Bob Dole Honored by
Republic of Armenia

WASHINGTON, DC --
Armenia’s Ambassador to the US
Varuzhan Nersesyan met with promi-
nent US statesman, former Senator
and great friend of Armenia and Arme-
nians Bob Dole on December 17.

On behalf of the President and
Prime Minister of the Republic of Ar-
menia, Ambassador Nersesyan passed
their greetings and the best wishes and
handed over the “Order of Honor”
bestowed on Senator Dole for his con-
siderable contribution to the develop-
ment and enhancement of the friendly
relations between Armenian and the
USA.

Ambassador Nersesyan ex-
pressed profound gratitude to Senator
Dole for his tireless efforts in 1980-
90s for the recognition of the Arme-
nian Genocide, which in their turn
contributed to the recent adoption of
resolutions H.Res. 296 by the House of
Representatives and S.Res. 150 by the
Senate. Senator Dole noted that he was
satisfied with such an impressive out-

come of the long fight for justice.
Reminiscing his great friend, Doctor
Hampar Kelikian, who saved his life
during the WWII, Senator Dole under-
lined that he was always proud of his
friendship with Armenians and Arme-
nia.

Ambassador Nersesyan told the
Senator about the recent wide-scale
democratic reforms in Armenia and
the positive dynamics in Armenia-US
relations following the Velvet Revolu-
tion. He also informed Bod Dole about
the cooperation with his native State of
Kansas, particularly between the Kan-
sas National Guard and Armed Forces
of Armenia. Senator Dole expressed
his readiness to assist in these endeav-
ors.

The "Order of Honor" is awarded
for notable services in protecting state
and national interests of the Republic
of Armenia as well as for significant
contributions to building, strengthen-
ing, and promoting friendship and re-
inforcing peace between peoples.

Russian Crime Bosses ‘Barred from Armenia’

YEREVAN — A government bill
designedto tackle Armenia’s “criminal
subculture” has stopped scores of
Russian crime figures from migrating
to the South Caucasus state, a senior
Armenian official claimed on Friday.

Artur Goyunyan, the head of the
state Penitentiary Service, said that
Armenia became a potential safe haven
for them after Russia enacted similar
legislation in April.

“Had we not passed such a bill in
Armenia all criminals, representatives
of the underworld, which include quite
a few ethnic Armenians, as you know,
would have moved to Armenia,” he
told a news conference.

The bill passed by the Armenian
parliament in the first reading last month
criminalizes the creation of and mem-
bership in groups “carrying a criminal
subculture” and outlaws underworld
ranks granted to crime figures.

Holders of the highest of these
ranks are known as “thieves-in-law” in
the former Soviet Union. They name
“overseers” of criminal activity in pris-
ons or various regions.

Under the bill involving amend-
ments to Armenia’s Criminal Code and
Code of Procedural Justice, anyone
receiving or granting such ranks will
face between seven and ten years’
imprisonment. Having ties to such in-

dividuals will also be deemed a crimi-
nal offense.

Riots broke out in the country’s
main prisons in early September shortly
after the bill was drafted by the Justice
Ministry and approved by the Arme-
nian government.

Goyunyan confirmed the con-
nection between the two developments.
He said that crime figures remaining at
large organized the riots in protest
against the planned legislation. Crimi-
nal proceedings launched against riot-
ers defused tensions in the prisons, he
added.

While stressing the importance

Continued onpage 4
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AUA and PicsArt Announce
the Launch of the AI Lab

AUA

American University of Armekbia

YEREVAN — The American
University of Armenia (AUA) and
PicsArt have announced the collabora-
tive launch of an Artificial Intelligence
(AD) Lab that will employ faculty and
students to conduct cutting-edge re-
search in machine learning and com-
puter vision. This offers AUA students
the unique opportunity to gain research
experience in addition to applied soft-
ware engineering skills greatly valued
by companies in the IT field.

AUA andPicsArt have been work-
ing together to create a new model that
will promote science and research while
growing academic and professional
capacity in the domain of Al

“Artificial Intelligence is quickly
evolving all over the world and I think
it is the right time to set the scene here,
in Armenia. We are very happy to
launch the Al Lab in collaboration with
PicsArt to enhance research in the
field of Al I am anticipating to see
how this new initiative will take us a
step forward into a center of excel-
lence and surprise other countries,”
noted AUA President Dr. Karin
Markides.

The Al Lab will employ two mem-
bers of the AUA faculty, lead research-
ers, and about 15 undergraduate stu-
dents from AUA’s Akian College of
Science and Engineering (CSE) major-
ing in computer and data science. The
students will be trained to conduct
both applied and fundamental research
in machine learning and computer vi-
sion. AUA professors and machine
learning professionals from PicsArt
will begin trainings in January 2020.
After a six-week training course, the
best performing students will be hired
by the Al Lab.

“] am really excited about this
project for three main reasons: my
background in Al, deep connection to

(ferican Ufivensity of Armenia

AUA, and prospects for Armenia. PicsArt
is all about making awesome and I hope
that together with AUA we can make Al
awesome in Armenia. [ believe this is just
the first step of our collaboration and we
can do much more together,” noted
Hovhannes Avoyan (M PSIA °95),
Founder of PicsArt Inc. and AUA Cor-
poration Trustee.

PicsArt believes in the potential
of the AUA students and is excited to
provide engineering students with the
opportunity for continuous learning in
an academic environment, while also
solving real-world challenges, based
on real data and collaboration with
industry experts.

As Al is a fast-growing domain,
it is extremely important that under-
graduates studying in this or other
related fields get a high-quality educa-
tion and gain advanced research skills
that will make them competitive in the
job market.

The new Al Lab will allow stu-
dents to explore immense opportuni-
ties in research; learn how to experi-
ment with cutting-edge tools and tech-
nologies; receive advanced tailored
training and mentorship from local and
international faculty and industry ex-
perts. They will be able to apply their
knowledge to real big data sets; and
offer solutions for a globally leading
application. The students will also get
competitive compensation for work
that enriches, deepens, and acceler-
ates their learning experience at AUA.

Both PicsArt and AUA believe
there is immense untapped potential
for collaboration between academia
and industry. The Al Lab is one ex-
ample of innovative models and pro-
cesses that will increase mutual trust
and greatly contribute to the value
generation and human talent capacity
development.

Zarmanazan 20

20 Applications

Are Now Open!

Zarmanazan 2020, the Western
Armenian summer programme, will
take place high up in the mountains in
the French-Swiss Alps Region of
France, from 12 July to 7 August. It
will combine three interconnecting ini-
tiatives:

— A summer programme for chil-
dren ages 10 to 17;

— A summer creative programme
for young adults ages 19 to 24;

An intensive university diploma
programme designed for Western Ar-
menian teachers in the Armenian
Diaspora, certified by the National In-
stitute of Oriental Languages and
Civilisations (INALCO), Paris.

Children and young adults will
participate in various age appropriate
activities. These will include music, p

A creative and
interactive Western

Armenian language immersion program in

the French-Swiss Alps region of France, S
open to all children and youth of the Diaspora.

For ages 418to 24

09.0¥—08.08.20

For ages 10 to 4%

12.0¥ — 0£.08.20

Zarmanazan also hosts an intensive course for
Western Armenian language teachers or future
teachers in the Diaspora, as part of
the certification program titled
“Teaching Western Armenian  /
in Diaspora™ offered by

the National Institute for
Oriental Languages and
Civilizations (Inalco, Paris).

Application deadline

49.04.2020
23:00GMT

— ZArMAaNAZaN.com

This program i3 appraved by the Freneh Minjszry F Youth and SpOTS:
| ——

- ,l,é-‘“ 3

SRR

G S Mille
erforming arts, self-expression, visual
2

Coummani saminds  Mondes

and audiovisual arts, crafts sessions, creative writing and literature reading

workshops, outdoor games, field trips

and much more! All activities will be

conducted in Armenian and led by a team of talented expert facilitators.
Zarmanazan is open to all children and young adults in the Armenian
Diaspora. The number of spaces is limited.
Please note that an intermediate level of Armenian proficiency is required

for the young adults’ group.

The intensive university diploma programme is limited to 15 teachers and
it will combine expert direction with practical training, interactive lectures, the
latest pedagogic approaches and materials.

For more information visit: www.gulbenkian.pt/armenian-communities

Deadline for all applications: 19

January 2020, 23:00 GMT.

All applicants will be contacted by 6 February 2020.

The Armenian Communities Department of the Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation launched the educational project “Zarmanazan” in 2017 as part of
its Western Armenian revitalisation programme. It is organised in partnership

with L’association Mille et un Monde
des Langues et Civilisations Orient

s (Lyon, France) and Institut National
ales (INALCO, Paris, France). The

Zarmanazan summer programme is certified by the French Ministry of Youth

and Sports.

Sargis Adamyan’s Goal and Assist Help
Hoffenheim Beat Borussia Dortmund 2-1
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City of Miami Beach Officially Recognizes
the Armenian Genocide

MIAMIBEACH - On Wednes-
day, December 11, 2019, the City of
Miami Beach, Florida passed a reso-
lution officially recognizing the Ar-
menian  Genocide, reported
FLArmenians.com.

The resolution was introduced
by Miami Beach City Commissioner
Mark Samuelian and passed unani-
mously.

“l am extremely proud of my
Armenian heritage, and happy to
have visited Armenia this summer
and seen the wonderful countryside

and its people. I commend the U.S.
House of Representatives for con-
demning and recognizing the Arme-
nian Genocide and proud of the City
of Miami Beach for adopting this
resolution,” Mark Samuelian said in
a statement to FLArmenians.com.
“In addition, I congratulate the Ar-
menian Genocide Committee, Inc.
(AGCQC) for its efforts in commemo-
rating the Armenian Genocide here
in South Florida. This is a signifi-
cant step in honoring the history of
the Armenian people and their con-

BERLIN — Hoffenheim struck
late through Sargis Adamyan and
Andrej Kramaric to complete a 2-1
comeback win over Borussia Dortmund
on Friday as the Bundesliga heads
into the winter break.

Mario Goetze made the most of a
rare start by putting the visitors ahead
in the 17th minute, while Hoffenheim
struggled to get into the game although
they hit the bar from a Robert Skov
free kick with their only real chance.

But Dortmund, who hit the wood-
work through Thorgan Hazard and
missed several other golden chances,

failed to add another goal despite being
in complete control of the game and
they were punished for it.

The hosts leveled when substi-
tute Adamyan stabbed the ball home
after goalkeeper Roman Buerki failed
to clear in the 79th.

The Armenian, who also scored
twice against Bayern Munich in a 2-1
away win in October, then turned pro-
vider, crossing for Kramaric to head
the winner three minutes from time.

Dortmund are in 4th place with
30 points, Heffenheim are 7th with 27
points

tributions,” Samuelian said.
In 2017, Samuelian became the

first Armenian American elected offi-
cial in Miami-Dade County history.
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Knights and Daughters of Vartan
Prioritizing Education

Knights of Vartan Ararat Lodge
High School

ition & Schol

By Gohar Palyan

“If your plan for one year, plant
rice. If your plan is for 10 years, plant
trees. If your plan is for 100 years,
educate children.” Confucius.

The saying is what exemplifies
the work of the Knights of Vartan
since its inception103 years ago. The
very first scholarships were for the
American Armenian communities in
the Middle East (Vahan Tekeyan school
in Beirut, Haygazian National School in
Halep and others) as well as inthe USA
to encourage Armenian youth to return
to school after the memories of the
horrible genocide of our people.

Since 1982 a new fund was es-
tablished to give scholarships each
year to 5 — 6 deserving students
throughout the USA. This enabled over
160 Armenian students to have a better
opportunity to attain an education.

After 1988 Earthquake the
Knights of Vartan moved its support
to Armenia as well and education was
on the top of the list. Various pro-
grams were created and supported.
Since 1997 the Knights of Vartan
have been giving scholarships to 12
students in two major universities in
Armenia — Yerevan State University
and National Polytechnic University
of Armenia.

From 2018 another major uni-
versity American University of Ar-
menia (AUA) was added to the list of
Knights of Vartan supported schools
and for the past two years have been
fully sponsoring students from the
AUA. As Lilit Avetisyan, Knights
and Daughters of Vartan2019 Schol-
arship recipient mentioned, she aims
to create a Transparent Legal Sys-
tem.

This school in Tsaghkasgen
school, Gegharkunik region was reno-
vated with the support of Knights of
Vartan

“l am very grateful to Knights
and Daughters of Vartan for making
my education possible at AUA. By
choosing to study at AUA, I wanted to
be part of the great AUA community
and take advantage of the opportuni-
ties and network that the university
offers. I am very proud that in my
country there are institutions like AUA.
This University has become a real hub
for not only education, but also con-
necting enthusiastic students to a larger
community, which in turn will be the
new generation of Armenian profes-
sionals and leaders — the backbone of

ship Award Ceremony

our Armenia!

KV leadership constantly is look-
ing for new educational opportunities
and funds. Hopefully more exciting
scholarship opportunity will emerge in
2020.

Grand Commander Steven
Adams, himself an educator, stated,
“Education is the foundation on which
the future of Armenia will be built”.

To provide fellowships and sup-
port scholarly research and publica-
tion in the field of Armenian studies the
Knights of Vartan established the Fund
for Armenian Studies (FAS) in 1986.
Since 2007 Knights of Vartan partners
withNAASR (National Association for
Armenian Studies and Research) to
select, evaluate and monitor these
grants and/or fellowships to qualified
scholars in Armenian studies.

The Center for Armenian Re-
search and Publication (Armenian Re-
search Center) was initiated by then
Knight, now Past Grand Commander
Dr. Dennis Papazian in 1986 at the
University of Michigan, Dearborn and
it quickly became one of the largest
Knights of Vartan projects. Since then
has published books, research materi-
als and reports; hosted speakers, orga-
nized database, produced radio and TV
programs and maintains the most com-
prehensive collection of Armenian
genocide resource materials available
for researchers.

Not only has the Knights of Vartan
supported education but since 1995
has also enabled students to have a
better environment in which to study
by renovating and building over 250
schools and kindergartens in Armenia.
This was implemented through vari-
ous projects such as the Adopt-A-
School and Armenian Schools Support
Project via (World Bank ASIF (Arme-
nian Social Investment Fund) and
ATDF (Armenian Territorial Develop-
ment Fund.)

The Knights of Vartan Inc. is a
fraternal leadership and service orga-
nization of Armenian men dedicated to
safeguarding and perpetuating the Ar-
menian heritage and cultural traditions.
Its membership represents the spec-
trum of the leadership of the Armenian
community. It was founded in 1916 in
Philadelphia and is based the United
States with 23 local chapters which
support Armenian causes around the
world.

For more information about the
Knights and Daughters of Vartan, visit
http://kofv.org.
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Ani Aprahamian to Speak on “Science,
Technology, and Education in Armenia”

MISSION HILLS — Dr. Ani
Aprahamian, Director ofthe Alikhanyan
National Science Laboratory in
Yerevan, Armenia, and Freimann Pro-
fessor Experimental Nuclear Physics
at the University of Notre Dame will
give a talk on Sunday, January 12,
2020, at 4:00 p.m. entitled “Sci-
ence, Technology, and Education
in Armenia” in the Sheen Chapel at
the Ararat-Eskijian Museum, 15105
Mission Hills Road, Mission Hills,
CA, 91345. This special program
is presented by the National Asso-
ciation for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) / Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation Series on
Contemporary Armenian Issues and
the Ararat-Eskijian Museum.

Professor Ani Aprahamian was ap-
pointed Director of A.I. Alikhanyan Na-
tional Science Laboratory (Yerevan Phys-
ics Institute) in April 2018. She is the first
woman and the first diasporan Armenian
to hold this important position.

Prof. Aprahamian was born in
Lebanon, and is a descendant of Arme-
nian Genocide survivors. She holds a
B.A. and Ph.D. from Clark University,
Worcester, Massachusetts. Professor
Aprahamian has over 200 invited talks

at various National and International
Conferences and over 200 publica-
tions in refereed journals, book chap-
ters, etc. She is active in numerous
international and national advisory com-
mittees in nuclear science. Among the
many honors recognizing her achieve-
ments, she is an Elected Fellow of
Science Academy of Republic of Ar-
menia, the American Association for
the Advancement of Science, and the
American Physical Society.

For more information contact the
Ararat-Eskijian Museum at 747-500-
7584

Armenia, Artsakh Security Councils Joint Session

Continued frompage 1

interpretation of this matter is substan-
tially different from Azerbaijan’s,
which is certainly cause for optimism
about the proposed negotiating base,”
he said.

Pashinyan said in this regard that
Baku will only prolong the status quo if
it seeks to “make the realization of the
principle of people’s self-determina-
tion non-use of force relative.” He also
warned against attempts to end the
conflict by force, saying that that they
would have “disastrous consequences
for Azerbaijan in the first instance.”

For his part, Sahakyan referred
to Armenia and Karabakh as “two in-
separable parts of one homeland.”

"Armenia is the main guarantor
of Artsakh’s security and normal de-
velopment. And one of the most im-
portant imperatives we face is the
continued deepening and expansion of
inter-Armenian unity." Sahakyan de-
clared.

“I want to once again emphasize
that for us there can be no return to the
past in terms of both the status and
borders,” said the Karabakh leader, who
will not be seeking another term in office
in the election due in March or April.

100th Anniversary of the Agulis Pogroms

Continued frompage 1

Armenian settlement of Nakhichevan
was turned into ruins,” Naghdalyan
noted.

The government of the first Ar-
menian republic in response to these
pogroms appealed to the international
community and, in particular, to the
countries of the Entente with a call to
prevent violence on its territory and
ensure the security of the Armenians
of the region.

“Unfortunately, crimes against
the Armenians of Nakhichevan were
not limited to the history of the 20th
century only, but they also received a
new manifestation in our days, when

the Azerbaijani authorities, having fi-
nally evicted the Armenians from
Nakhichevan, also carried out a sys-
tematic and massive destruction of the
Armenian cultural heritage.

As a result, thousands of Chris-
tian monuments were completely de-
stroyed, including churches, monas-
teries and khachkars (cross stones —
ed.) In Dzhug, Agulis and other places.
The destruction by the Azerbaijani army
of thousands of khachkars of Dzhugi,
considered to be masterpieces of medi-
eval Christian art, which is documented
in video recordings, will remain in world
history as an unsurpassed manifestation
of cultural barbarism,” the spokeswoman
emphasized.

Russian Crime Bosses ‘Barred from Armenia’

Continued frompage 2

of the bill, the official cautioned that it
alone will not eliminate the “criminal
subculture” and, in particular, under-
world rules that have long regulated
prison life in Armenia, Russia and other
ex-Soviet states. He said the authori-
ties should also raise the modest sala-

ries of prison guards, improve prison
conditions and draw up “individual
plans” for inmates.

Earlier this month, Justice Minis-
ter Rustam Badasyan announced gov-
ernment plans to shut down some of
Armenia’s Soviet-era prisons and build
new and more modern penitentiary
facilities in their place.
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Just listed!

almdale, CA 93551

39228 Raphael Ln, P
« 3 Bedrooms - 2478 Square Feet
+ 2.5 Baths - Year Built: 1997

» 7096 Square Foot Lot

» 2 car attached garage

Offered at: $475,000

Legacy
Realty

“TEAVE A LASTING IEGACY"

Ezxceptional two story KB home on private cul-de-sac. Fully furnished and move-in
ready. Many uperades throughout, including ceramic tile floors, custom kitchen,
remodekd bathrooms. Ample backyand, replkte with abundant flora, bountiful frait
trees, a gurpling Koi pond and inviting pergola. Schedule a private viewing today.

infomafion dearad miable but ot quararesd

Nick Karasarkisian
Broker/Owner
213-706-9990

E-mail: nickkarasarkisian(@gmail.com
ColBRE # 010221532
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Pasadena:

Presents Our Sixth Annual

ROSE PARADE VIEWING and BREAKFAS

S
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kA R
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Please Join us on Wednesday, January 1,2020 at 7:30 a.m.
For Special VIP Seating and Viewing of the Rose Parade.
Enjoy a Delicious Breakfast of Soujouk and Eggs Prepared by our

Master Chef, Fr. Sarkis

Also a Large Variety of Other Ttems and Vera's Famous Mamunieh

SPACE IS LIMITED!

@w

{

(9%,

i

PLEASE CALL TO RESERVE YOUR TICKET

For Reservations Please Contact

@?@ ) b ) @@@@ 6

Dn. Vahe - 562-715-8730 Or Parish Office- 626-449-1523
Admission: $30/Adults - $15/Kids under 18- $10/ACYO Members
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