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ARMENIAN I

818.660.5142
www.armeniancouncil.org

info@armeniancouncil.org

MEET & GREET
Featuring H. Res. 296 Co-sponsor

TOPICS

. Discussion about H. Res 296
. Congresswoman Chu’s recent trip to Armenia & Artsakh
. An update on current events in our nation’s capital
. Discussion on what is next
. Question & Answer session to follow

WHEN

Thursday, January 23

at 7:30 pM

WHERE

A.E.B.U. Center
1060 N. Allen Ave

Pasadena CA. 91104

Rep. Judy Chu
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Now serving Glendale,
Burbank, and Pasadena

Helping seniors live more
independently in their own homes
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~— Pacific PACE

Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly

Call to learn more
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(800) 851-0966 | TTY (800) 735-2922 | pacificpace.org
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Yerevan Commemorates the 1990
Armenian Pogroms in Baku

YEREVAN — On January 13,
Prime Minister of Armenia Nikol
Pashinyan, the Catholicos of All Arme-
nians, His Holiness Garegin I1, Parlia-
ment Speaker Ararat Mirzoyan, sev-
eral MPs and other government offi-
cials visited the Tsitsernakaberd me-
morial in Yerevan to pay tribute to the
memory of the victims of the Arme-
nian pogroms in Baku in 1990.

The Prime Minister laid a wreath
and flowers at the monument to honor
the victims of the pogroms.

In his message on the occasion
of the 30th anniversary of the Arme-
nian pogroms in Baku, Prime Minister
Pashinyan stated the following:

“Today we commemorate the

. DRESS OFFICEC
_ GOVERNMENT.
victims of the Armenian pogroms, eth-
nic cleansing and mass deportation in
the capital of Azerbaijan, Baku. Thirty
years ago, the international commu-
nity witnessed and condemned the
massacres of the Armenian population
in Baku.

As a result of the policy of in-
creasing oppression and ethnic cleans-
ing after the Sumgayit pogroms in
1990, out of 250 thousand Armenians
living in Baku, only 35-40 thousand
people remained, mostly elderly and
defenceless people. Their further fate
was even more tragic. Hundreds of
dead, mutilated and missing, tens of

Continued onpage 2

Murderer of Sevag Balik¢i Sentenced to
16 Years and 8 Months in Prison

ISTANBUL (Bianet) — The de-
fendant in the case of Sevag Balik¢i, an
Armenian citizen of Turkey who was
shot dead during his compulsory mili-
tary service, has been sentenced to 16
years and 8 months in prison.

Balik¢i was killed in southeastern
Turkey on April 24, 2011, the 96th
anniversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide. On the day he was killed, he had
20 days to complete his service in
Kozluk district of the southeastern
Batman province. Compulsory mili-
tary service applies to all male citizens
of Turkey.

A military prosecutor’s office
wrote an indictment in 2011, stating
that the weapon did not have a mal-
function that would cause it to open
fire by itself and tests showed that the
weapon did not fire by itself.

It had requested the defendant,
Kivang Agaoglu, to be sentenced from
four to nine years in prison for inten-
tional killing. Expert reports also found
that Agaoglu was at fault.

Diyarbakir 2nd Air Force Com-
mand Military Court sentenced Agaoglu
to 4 years, 5 months and 10 days in
prison for conscious and reckless kill-
ing on March 26, 2013.

Balik¢i family appealed the case
at the Court of Cassation, which over-
turned the court ruling on procedural
grounds.

A retrial began on February § at
Kozluk Penal Court of First Instance.
A witness who was also serving in the
military at the time, Halil Eksi, first
stated that Agaoglu deliberately killed
Balik¢i but then changed his statement.

After anapplication by the Balikg¢i
family, he gave a statement again,
saying that he changed his statement
under pressure.

Continued onpage 4

ACA Makes Rounds in Nation’s Capitol

Urging Support for the US Armenia
Strategic Partnership Resolution

WASHINGTON, D.C. — In an
effort to garner support for H. Res.
452, Armenian Council of America
(ACA) Board Chairman Sevak
Khatchadorian and ACA DC Repre-
sentative Taniel Koushakjian met with
Congressional members on January
8 -10, urging them to vote for the US
Armenia Strategic Partnership reso-
lution.

The ACA delegationalso thanked
the Congressional members for their
continued advocacy of issues con-
cerning the Armenian American com-
munity and particularly for the pas-
sage of H. Res. 296 and S. Res. 150,
which officially recognize the Arme-
nian Genocide in the House of Repre-
sentatives and the US Senate.

“After meeting with all Congres-
sional members this past week, I am

optimistic about the passage of H. Res.
452,” said Khatchadorian. “We re-
ceived positive feedback from all the
offices we visited and are confident
that US-Armenia relations will con-
tinue to be strengthened through the
House and Senate.”

“Although we are hopeful for the
future, there is a long road ahead of us
in the upcoming months,” added
Khatchadorian. “Each and every one
of us has the opportunity to contact
our representatives and urge them to
support H. Res. 452. As active, in-
formed and engaged citizens, we are
capable of advancing our community’s
interests through grassroots political
advocacy.”

To contact the Capitol switch-
board and voice your support for H.
Res. 452, call 202-224-3121.

World Bank Forecasts 5.1 Percent Growth
for Armenia in 2020

YEREVAN— Armenia’s GDP in
2020 is expected to edge up to 5.1%,
according to the World Bank’s Janu-
ary 2020 Global Economic Prospects.

The gross domestic products of
Armenia’s neighbors Azerbaijan and
Georgia are forecast to up by 2.3% and
4.3% respectively. The GDP of an-
other neighbor-Turkey is expected to
grow by 3%, while Iran’s economy
will show zero growth.

According to World Bank,
Russia’s GDP will grow by 1.6% in
2020, that of Belarus by 0.9%,
Kazakhstan’s GDP will edge up by
3.7%, that of Kyrgyzstan by 4%,
Moldova’s GDP will up by 3.6% ,
Tajikistan’s by 5.5%, Turkmenistan’s
by 5.2%, Ukraine’s by 3.7% and
Uzbekistan’s by 5.7%.

The World Bank recalls that in
2017 Armenia’s GDP growth amounted
to 7.5%, in 2018 it dropped to 5.2%
and upped to 6.9% in 2019. The
forecast for 2021 and 2022 is 5.2%.

The World Bank says growth
among advanced economies as a group
is anticipated to slip to 1.4% in 2020 in
part due to continued softness in manu-
facturing. Growth in emerging market

WORLD BANK
|

and developing economies is expected
to accelerate this year to 4.1%. This
rebound is not broad-based; instead, it
assumes improved performance of a
small group of large economies, some
of which are emerging from a period
of substantial weakness. About a third
of emerging market and developing
economies are projected to decelerate
this year due to weaker-than-expected
exports and investment.

Regarding Europe and Central
Asia, World Bank says the regional
growth is expected to firm to 2.6% in
2020, assuming stabilization of key
commodity prices.
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Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict Resolution
High on the Agenda of New OSCE
Chairperson-in-Office

VIENNA — Conflict resolution
efforts such as those of the Minsk
Group Co-Chairs on the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, the Geneva Inter-
national Discussions and related
mechanisms, and the Transdniestrian
Settlement Process will also be high on
the Chairmanship’s agenda, said OSCE
Chairperson-in-Office, Albania’s
Prime Minister and Minister for Eu-
rope and Foreign Affairs, Edi Rama, in
his address to the Permanent Council
in Vienna on January 9.

He said under the motto ‘Imple-
menting our commitments together’,
Albania’s OSCE Chairmanship2020 will
work towards making a difference on
the ground, leveraging the Organization’s
acquis, and enhancing dialogue.

The Chairmanship’s first prior-
ity is ‘making a difference on the
ground’, said Rama. Under the Chair’s
second priority, ‘leveraging our
acquis’, the Chairmanship would fo-
cus on enhancing security against con-
temporary threats and challenges such
as small arms and light weapons, orga-
nized crime, human trafficking, vio-
lent extremism, cybersecurity, and on
promoting the freedom of expression
and of the media, and combating vio-
lence against women.

“Advancing good governance is
another challenge, and I look forward
to focusing on this during a high-level
conference on anti-corruption in
Tirana,” he said.

On the third priority, ‘dialogue’,
Rama pointed to “an undeniable surge
in hate crimes and hate speech through-
out the OSCE region.”

He said promoting tolerance and

non-discrimination will be a major fo-
cus of the Chairmanship and at the
forthcoming conference on combat-
ing anti-Semitism in Tirana, Albania
would share its experience of religious
harmony.

“Wewill endeavor touse all OSCE
instruments to advance a mutual un-
derstanding on today’s security chal-
lenges, starting from the Structured
Dialogue, and reducing risks through
our confidence- and security-building
measures,” said Rama. “There will be
dialogue both on policy issues, for
example on environmental protection,
as well as political, with fellow organi-
zations such as the UN, the European
Union, and with the civil society and
the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly.
Finally, since many of our challenges
and opportunities stem from beyond
the OSCE region, we must reinforce
our platform for dialogue with the
Asian and Mediterranean Partners for
Co-operation.”

Armenian Tax Revenue Up 16% in 2019

YEREVAN — The Armenian gov-
ernment on Monday reported a more
than 16 percent rise in its tax revenues
in 2019 and said it will increase them
further this year.

The head of the State Revenue
Committee (SRC), Davit Ananyan, said
the tax and customs services collected
just over 1.5 trillion drams ($3.2 bil-
lion) in various taxes.

The figure exceeds the SRC’s
2019 tax revenue target by 62.4 billion
drams. It includes about 43 billion
drams in value-added tax refunds paid
back to exporters.

Ananyan primarily attributed the
sizable increase to the SRC’s contin-
ued efforts to improve tax administra-
tion and combat tax evasion. The gov-
ernment agency “helped taxpayers de-
clare their revenues in full,” he told a
news conference.

One of Ananyan’s deputies,
Eduard Hovannisian, revealed last
month that the total amount of
underreported corporate revenues de-
tected by the SRC nearly doubled in
January-November 2019. The SRC is
now conducting 330 criminal investi-
gations into other instances of sus-
pected tax fraud, he said.

Continued economic growth in
Armenia, which was on course to
accelerate to more than 7 percent in

2019, also contributed to the higher
tax revenues.

The SRC was further helped by
the fact that car imports to the country
tripled last year, resulting in 95 billion
drams in customs and value-added

taxes.

The Eurasian Economic Union
(EEU) granted Armenia five-year ex-
emptions from its higher import duties
on cars and other goods when the
South Caucasus country joined the
Russian-led trade bloc in 2015. This
meant that up until this year second-
hand cars there cost considerably less
than in Russia, Kazakhstan or other
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Armenian Government Hikes Child Benefits

YEREVAN — Citing the need to
reverse Armenia’s falling birthrate, the
government approved on Thursday
sharp increases in child benefits which
will come into force in July.

In particular, parents will receive
a one-off payment of 300,000 drams
($625) in cash for having their first or
second child. They are currently paid
only 50,000 drams for the first child
and 150,000 drams for the second.

The government also raised from
18,000 drams to 26,500 monthly ben-
efits allocated to the mothers of chil-
dren under the age of 2. They will also
be paid to officially unemployed
women in rural areas, who have not
been eligible for any maternity leave
compensation until now. Working
mothers living there will get 52,000
drams.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian

singled out this fact. “I want to stress
that this is yet another manifestation of
our strategy of increasing women’s
involvement in social and economic
life,” he said at a weekly cabinet meet-
ing in Yerevan.

Both Pashinian and Labor and
Social Security Minister Zaruhi Batoyan
said the rises in child benefits are
designed to increase the country’s
birthrate which has fallen consider-
ably since the early 1990s.

In Batoyan’s words, the measure
proposed by her ministry will cost the
government almost 4.7 billion drams in
additional social spending.

The government already decided
last month to raise pensions by 10
percent. Earlier in 2019, it approved a
23 percent rise in the national mini-
mum wage, also effective from Janu-
ary 1.

Yerevan Commemorates

Continued frompage 1

thousands of refugees — these are the
results of the Armenian pogroms tak-
ing place during the week in Baku.

The Armenians of Baku did not
pose any threat to Azerbaijan, its au-
thorities or political forces. They only
wanted to live where they and their
ancestors were born. However,
Azerbaijan perceived them as a threat
only because of their ethnic origin.

Armenians have lived in Baku
for centuries and had given the city a
truly multicultural image. In the 19th
century, they made a huge contribu-
tion to the foundation and develop-
ment of the city’s oil industry. The
role of Armenians in the development
of the city was also invaluable during
Soviet times.

Thirty years after these events in
Azerbaijan, there is no respect or com-
passion for the victims of the Baku
pogroms. Those few people who dared
to even mention the tragedy of the
Armenians of Baku in their literary
works, were nailed to a pillory and
officially declared traitors.

Even today, people who commit-
ted atrocities against the defenceless
people are considered heroes in
Azerbaijan, and their crimes are con-

sidered a glorious page in the struggle
for the sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of Azerbaijan.

We regret to note that the last
three decades in Azerbaijan have not
served as a time of reflection, remorse
or reconciliation.

During this time, we witnessed
an attempt to destroy the population of
Artsakh [Karabakh], the release and
praise for the convicted murderer Ramil
Safarov and the cruel torture and kill-
ings of elderly and defenseless people
at the border region of Artsakh in April
of 2016. Armenaphobia has become
state policy and the creed of Azerbaijan.

Today, we express our gratitude
to all international structures and par-
liamentary bodies that responded and
documented these events, condemn-
ing and exposing them to the whole
world.

Honoring the memory of our
innocent victims, I declare with all
responsibility, that we will not allow
new attempts to destroy or deport
Armenians. The Republic of Armenia,
the Republic of Artsakh and Arme-
nians worldwide will make every ef-
fort to ensure the right of the Arme-
nian people to exist peacefully and
prosper in their historical homeland,
including Artsakh.”

EEU member states.

Citizens of those states were able
to buy them in Armenia and take them
to their countries without paying any
taxes. They were or will be the princi-
pal buyers of some 190,000 cars that
were imported to Armenia in 2019.
The end of the EEU’s tax privilege

means that the lucrative cars imports
will likely fall significantly this year.

The Armenian government’s tax
revenues are projected to reach al-
most 1.7 trillion drams (US$3.6bn)
in 2020. Ananyan expressed confi-
dence that the SRC will meet this
target as well.
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A Tribute to Ovanes Balayan’s
Legacy of Philanthropy

For over 50 years, Mr. Ovanes
Balayan has dedicated his life to philan-
thropy and the preservation of the
Armenian arts, culture and identity in
the Armenian Diasporan community
of Los Angeles. As founder and Presi-
dent of the Armenian American Or-
phans and Disabled Children Fund,
Balayan raised millions of dollars to
restore dilapidated orphanages and
schools in poverty stricken regions of
Armenia and Artsakh.

Dedicated to his charitable orga-
nization, he was was physically present
for all the projects receiving funding
from his charity, from inception to
completion of each orphanage and
school. Balayan, a firm believer in
transparency, whose sole intention was
to help those in need, particularly chil-
dren, shared with the public the out-
come of all the proceeds collected for
his projects and received many acco-
lades for his kind deeds by the Arme-
nian government and various organi-
zations within the United States and
Armenia. In 2010, Balayan received a
Proclamation from the California State
Assembly for his countless contribu-
tions to society and his dedication to
preserving the arts and the Armenian
culture.

An ardent supporter of democ-
racy, Balayanoften criticized the former
Armenian government led by then Presi-
dent Robert Kocharian and even re-
fused a medal from his administration,
as a sign of protest for the economic
oppression of the Armenian people and
lack of democracy and free speech in
Armenia. In April of 2019, Balayan
participated every day in peaceful dem-
onstrations, in front of the Glendale
City Hall in spite of his deteriorating
health. He truly believed that Armenia
will become more democratic some-
day and his dream was finally achieved
with the declaration of the new gov-
ernment led by Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan.

Born in 1930 in Yerevan to a
priest and devoted Armenian mother,
Balayan and his family relocated to the
Tabriz region of Iran when he was a
year old and later spent most of his
childhood in the Qazvin province.
During that era, the Shah, who had
close ties to Ataturk, had ordered clo-
sures of all Armenian schools in Iran.
Young Ovanes learned the Armenian
language in secret from his father and
older brother Mesrop, often hiding
handwritten books and study material
in his pockets in fear of persecution

from the government. This prompted
him to have a deeper appreciation and
love for the Armenian language and
arts and so he participated in and re-
ceived recognition from both the Ar-
menian and I[ranian media for his act-
ing roles in school plays including
Hovaness Tumanian’s “Kach Nazar,”
which he performed 13 times at the
Raffi Armenian School in Qazvin.

In his adolescence, Balayan
moved to Tehran and worked for Ira-
nian media outlets, establishing a fam-
ily and building a successful business

in dentistry. In 1965, Balayan and his
family settled in Los Angeles and he
began enthusiastically organizing many
concerts, galas and cultural events, in
an effort to cultivate and maintain a
rich Armenian heritage in a community
which was in need of a strong Arme-
nian cultural presence. He founded and
served as the editor of Kach Nazar
magazine, a periodical featuring politi-
cal satire, humor and informative news
articles about life in Armenia and Iran
and also had a TV program with the
same name. Balayan prided himself for
being the first and possibly only Arme-
nian media outlet to cover the Golden
Globes award ceremonies and made
many friends in the entertainment in-
dustry in Hollywood. In his autobiog-
raphy, he talked about doing dentistry
work for Elvis Presley.

Often referring to his volunteer
work as a publisher and organizer of
events as a thankless job, even re-
ceiving criticism from some, Balayan
devoted his life’s work to helping the
less fortunate in the homeland and
ensuring that the Armenian identity
and heritage are not lost in the
Diaspora and for that, he believed it
was all worth it.
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A Walk Through the Forgotten Streets of
Sivas, Adana and Develi

ISTANBUL — Within the scope
of its cultural heritage studies between
2016 and 2018, Hrant Dink Founda-
tion conducted a research with a view
to reveal Armenian cultural heritage of
Kayseri, Adana and Sivas. As an out-
put of these studies, the books Sivas
with its Armenian Cultural Heritage,
Adana with its Armenian Cultural Heri-
tage and Develi with its Armenian Cul-
tural Heritage have been published, in
addition to the “A walk through for-
gotten streets” memory tour maps pre-
pared for each of these cities. Cover-
ing content from the books, the maps
features various visual materials, and
present interactive narratives about the
urban memory of Kayseri-Develi,
Adana and Sivas.

Sivas Memory Tour Map

The map starts the tour from the
madrasas of Buruciye, Sifaiye and Cifte
Minare, which are located at the city
center. Accompanied by oral history
narratives and visual materials from
the archive, this urban memory jour-
ney includes many stations such as
Surp Prgich Church, Surp Minas
Church, Surp Sarkis Church, Gok
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Madrasa, Ulu Mosque and Sivas For-
tress.

Adana Memory Tour Map

The memory tour in Adana starts
from Tas Koprii (Stone Bridge). In the
light of the information provided by
the old maps of the city, the map pins
the buildings such as The Catholic
Nuns’ School and the Armenian Prot-
estant Church that do not stand today.
The map also provides information
regarding the current situation and
usage of historical buildings such as
Nuri Has Arcade, Tyrpani Factory,
Greek Cemetery and St. Paul’s Church.

Develi Memory Tour Map

Featuring quotations from dif-
ferent parts of the Develi with its
Armenian Cultural Heritage book, the

map provides the user with the oppor-
tunity to have a memory tour of Develi
on foot or by bike. Presenting a short
introduction about the cultural diver-
sity of the area, the map includes 15
stations in total. Through this route
from Bilisd to Mount Khach, it is pos-
sible to explore the cultural heritage of
Develi where the Armenian, Turkish
and Greek communities live together.

Through his tireless efforts of
introducing artists and performers
from Armenia to the United States
and with the help of his older brother
Nerses, publishing his informative
and entertaining Kach Nazar maga-
zine and television show, his last and
perhaps most gratifying contribution
was ensuring orphans in Armenia
receive proper care and education.
Balayan sadly passed away on De-
cember 29, 2019 and left behind a
legacy of selfless devotion to the
Armenian cause with an unwavering
dedication to the Armenian people
and an unrelenting sacrifice to the
growth, unity and progress of the
Armenian nation.

An avid supporter of Massis

Weekly and Massis Post, Balayan was
instrumental in the organization and
success of the annual Armenian Inde-
pendence Day Festival held at Verdugo
Park in Glendale and was always ready
and willing to lend a helping hand to the
Social Democrat Hunchakian Party,
Nor Serount Cultural Association,
‘Homenmen’ Armenian Athletic Asso-
ciation, Armenian Educational Benevo-
lent Union and the Armenian Council
of America.

We are eternally grateful to
Ovanes Balayan and extend our deep-
est condolences to the Balayan family
and hope that the torch for his chari-
table works and endless contributions
will be passed on to the next generation
for decades to come.
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Dr. Lusine Sahakyan to Present
“The Hamshens in Armenian Manuscripts
and Ottoman Registers”

The general public, public edu-
cators and researchers, and commu-
nity leaders are cordially invited to a
lecture and book presentation, ”
Hamshen In Armenian Manuscripts
and Ottoman Registers, ” by Lusine
Sahakyan , to be held on Thursday,
January 23°rd at 7:30 pm at Tekeyan
Cultural Center, 1901 Allen Ave., in
Altadena, CA 91001, and on Friday,
January 24’th at 7:30 pm at Armenian
Society of Los Angeles, 117 S. Louis
St., Glendale, CA.

Hamshen in Armenian Manu-
scripts provides an in-depth historical
-linguistic analysis of the colophons,
produced by Hamsheni copyists in the
Province of Hamshen and other spiri-
tual centers during the period between
the XIII and XVII centuries.The ex-
clusive facts and evidence, contained
in these sources, give an idea of the
political, spiritual and cultural life of
the Province, the language situation,
the activities of the Armenia princes,
the occupation of the populace and
folk beliefs. For the first time, demo-
graphic and language facts in the Prov-
ince of Hamshen within the mentioned
period are analyzed, based on the cen-
sus data drawn from the Ottoman
registers. In the annexes of the book,
the reader will see photocopies of the
colophons, created by Hamsheni copy-
ists ( 130 pages ), as well as the newly
created map of the Province of
Hamshen of XV-XVII centuries.

Lusine Sahakyan is an Associate
Professor ( Ph.D in Philology ) in the
Department of Turkic Studies at
Yerevan State University. She was
bornin Yerevan, Armenia. Since 2008,
she has been the head of the Depart-
ment of Armenian-Ottoman Relations
in the institute for Armenian Studies at
YSU. She teaches ” Modern Turkish,
”” Turkish Literature ” as well as has
special disciplines titled, ” The prob-
lems of Turkish Source Studies and
historiography,” ” The Etnopolicy of

ER]

the Ottoman Empire,” and
Turkification policy of the Place names
in the Ottoman Empire and in the Re-
public of Turkey.” She has partici-
pated in international conferences and
has given lectures in the USA, France,
Greece, Iran, Canada, Lebanon and
Russia. She is the author of numerous
books and her research results have
been published in Armenian, English,
Russian and Turkish. In the result of
field work implemented in the territory
of Rise and Artvin, Dr. sahakyan has
prepared a documentary film about the
Hamshentsi ( the ethnographically dis-
tinctive people who live in Modern
Turkey and whose forefathers were
ethnically Armenian), but who were
forcibly Islamized ” Turkified ” by the
Ottoman Empire in the XVIII century,
exploring their culture, language, folk-
lore, toponyms and lifestyle.

These special lecture events and
book presentations are organized by
cooperation American Armenian Fam-
ily Association, Inc., Ararat Founda-
tion, Armenian General Benevolent
Union ( Pasadena-Glendale Chapters ),
Armenian Society of Los Angeles,
Christians In Need Foundation,
Hamazkayin, Mashdots College, Nor
Serount, Organization of Istanbul Ar-
menians and Tekeyan.

The lectures will be presented in
Armenian.

Murderer of Sevag Balikg¢i Sentenced

Continued frompage 1

Peoples’ Democratic Party
(HDP) MP Garo Paylan commented to
bianet on the court verdict, recalling
that Balik¢i was killed on the anniver-
sary of the Armenian Genocide.

“I attach importance to this. At
last, we have seen that a hate crime
against Armenians in the country re-
sulted in a court sentencing the defen-
dant,” he said.

However, he said, Turkey needs a
“climate” where such hate crimes would
not happen and it has not achieved this
yet. “We must make political openings
and create a climate where no one is
targeted by hate crimes.”

Paylan also mentioned the killing
of Hrant Dink, the trial of which has
been continuing for 13 years and said
he hopes the decision on Balik¢i’s kill-
ing sets a precedent for other cases of
hate crimes.

MEMBER

NaTioNnarL NoTary ASSOCIATION
Norary PusLic

Garine Depoyan
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House of Hope-Mer Hooys
Benefit Concert at Fresno State

FRESNO — A Benefit Concert
for the Yerevan, Armenia-based “House
of Hope-Mer Hooys” will take place at
7:00PM on Saturday, February, 22, at
Fresno State. The Concert will feature
music by pianist Michael Krikorian,
violinist Armen Derkevorkian, and cel-
list Garik Terzian. Lauren Movsesian,
Colette Compton, and Clarise Compton
will perform vocal selections, accom-
panied by Derrick Lowe.

musical, including bands, musicals and
singing with friends.

Lauren Movsesian, Esq. (née
Hazarian) received her Bachelor of
Music in Vocal Performance at the
University of California, Irvine, Claire
Trevor School of the Arts in 2007
(student of Elisabeth Pehlivanian and
Robin Buck) and is an alumna of Bos-
ton University’s Tanglewood Institute
Young Artists Vocal Program.

Dr. Michael Krikorian is a Los
Angeles based pianist, composer, and
music teacher. He recently completed
his studies at the University of South-
ern California Thornton School of
Music as a student of Antoinette Perry
with a DMA in piano performance.

Since graduation from the USC
Thornton School of Music, violinist
Armen Derkevorkian has been enjoy-
ing an international career both as an
orchestral and a chamber musician. He
is a winner of the New World Sym-
phony National auditions, a principal
violinist withthe Verbier Festival Cham-
ber Orchestra, concertmaster of Lark
Orchestra, and regularly plays with
the Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra.

Garik Terzian has performed ex-
tensively throughout the former Soviet
Union, United States, Mexico, Spain,

“House of Hope-Mer Hooys” is a
program dedicated to reaching out to
girls from severely disadvantaged
lifestyles. Their residential program
teaches them the skills needed to lead
productive adult lives, and to make
positive decisions for themselves and
their futures.

“House of Hope-Mer Hooys” was
incorporated in December 2008 as a
California 501(c)(3) nonprofit organi-
zation, and opened the Nakashian
Children’s Support Center in October
2012 with their first “class” of 15
girls, ages 13-15 years old.

The program is designed to help
girls recognize and develop their talents
and skills, and to utilize those assets as
they mature into self-sufficiency. The
girls come from either an orphanage or
aseriously socially disadvantaged family

Armen Derkevorkian, Garik Terzian and Michael Krikorian

Ireland, and Czech Republic. He has
worked at the Armenian State Cham-
ber Orchestra, the Beverly Hills Cham-
ber Orchestra, and the South Bay Cham-
ber Orchestra.

Colette Compton graduated from
college in 2015 with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in performing arts with a major
in music and a minor in communica-
tions. She was one of only a few
around the country to attend the Mike
Curb Record Music Festival, where
she participated in educational ses-
sions with top musicians in Nashville.
Tennessee.

Clarise Compton graduated in
2017 from University of California at
Berkeley, with a Bachelor of Arts in
media studies. She lives in the Bay
Area and works in the media industry.
She enjoys participating in all things

currently receiving substantial govern-
ment or private NGO support, and all are
at risk; most have a parent or parents
who are financially unable to properly
support their families.

Tickets for the Concert are avail-
able at for general admission at $25 per
person and for students at $10 per
person. Ticket reservations for the
Concert may be made by calling the
Armenian Studies Program at 559-
278-2669. There is limited seating so
early reservations are encouraged.

Free parking will be available in
Lot P1 (Shaw and Maple entrance to
campus). For more information please
contact the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram or visit fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies or the Mer Hooys
website https://www.mer-hooys.org.
Facebook @MerHooys.
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Hamshen in Armenian Manuscripts and Ottoman Registers
The Current Historical-Political Manipulation of the Subject
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Lusine Sahakyan

Associate Professor of Turkic Studies & PhD in Philology
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Thursday January 23, 2020 7:30 pm at Tekeyan Cultural Center

1901 Allen Ave., Altadena, CA 91001
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Friday January 24, 2020 7:30 pm at Armenian Society of Los Angeles

117 8. Louis St. Glendale, CA 91205
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mountainous Artsakh

Trip includes:

dinner with live music and dance.

y 1o Atenle

Highlights:
All major Yerevan art and history museums, Sardarabad war memorial, Holy city of Etchmiadzin and surrounding
historic sites, Garni temple, Lake Sevan, Tsaghkadzor ski-lift, express train trip to Gyumri, Amberd castle, sacred
sites of Khor \irap and Oshakan, medieval monasteries of Haghartsin, Kecharis, Geghard, Noravank and
Hovhannavank, charming cities of Dilijan and Goris, winery tours, ancient Vardavar celebration, and two days in

Round-trip air fare from LAX, full transportation and transfers in air-
conditioned busses, breakfasts, select lunches and dinners as specified in the
itinerary, 4-star accommodation [double occupancy), entrance fees for all
sightseeing destinations, museum tour guides (Armenian and English), farewell

Space is limited. For more information, contact:
NorayrDaduryan@gmail.com
or (800) 826-7960- Carlo
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awward-icinning Armenian teacher as your
gudde in Armenia
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