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Thirteen Years on.

Mourners Want Justice for Slain Turkish-Armenian

ISTANBUL -- Hundreds of
people gathered on Sunday outside
the former offices of Agos newspa-
per in Istanbul where Turkish- Arme-
nian journalist Hrant Dink was mur-
dered 13 years ago.

The 52-year-old was editor-in-
chief of Agos, a weekly newspaper
published in both Turkish and Arme-
nian. He was shot dead in broad day-
light in front of Agos’ central Istanbul
office on January 19, 2007, by then
17-year-old and self-styled Turkish
nationalist Ogen Samast.

Samast was handed a jail sen-
tence of 22 years and 10 months for
Dink’s murder in 2011, followed by an
additional two and a half year sentence
in 2019.

However, Dink’s death became
national scandal after it was discov-
ered that security forces were aware
of the murder plot, but failed to act.

A total of 76 suspects, including
police officers, are on trial as part of
the case. The final result of Dink’s
murder case has long been awaited,
with his family and friends continuing
on the quest for justice.

“For Hrant, for justice,” the
crowds chanted in Istanbul. “We have
not forgotten and we will not let it be
forgotten.”

“There are courthouses in this
country but there is nothing in the
name of justice,” mourner Seyit Dogan
told AFP.

Hakan, one of the supporters who

Journalist Hrant Dink

joined the mourning, lamented that the
murder had remained unsolved for so
long.

“Hrant was killed here 13 years
ago. For 13 years they haven’t shed

light on his death,” he told AFP.
“Wewon’t stop following Hrant’s
murderers. Whether they shed light on

Continued onpage 4

Armenian
Government to Setup
a Constitutional
Reform Commission

YEREVAN — The Armenian gov-
ernment has started forming an ad hoc
commission tasked with drafting fresh
amendments to Armenia’s constitu-
tion.

Under an executive order signed
by Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan,
the commission will consist of 15
members, including Justice Minister
Rustam Badasyan, the government’s
representative to the European Court
of Human Rights, human rights om-
budsman Arman Tatoyan and a repre-
sentative of the country’s judges.

It will also comprise six legal
scholars, who will be chosen by the
Justice Ministry on a competitive ba-
sis, two civil society members and
representatives of the three political
forces represented in the Armenian
parliament.

The government officially an-
nounced plans to amend the constitu-
tion in October as part of its strategy
of reforming the national judicial and
electoral systems. The strategy calls
for constitutional changes relating to
the work of judicial bodies and con-
duct of elections.

Vahagn Hovakimyan, a senior
lawmaker from Pashinian’s My Step
alliance, told RFE/RL’s Armenian ser-
vice on Tuesday that the commission
will also discuss the wisdom of restor-

Continued onpage 4

Armenian Genocide Issue Raised at Turkey’s

High Advisory Board Meeting

|

|

ANKARA — The Armenian
Genocide was discussed at a meeting
of Turkey’s High Advisory Board pre-
sided over by President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan on Tuesday, January 14,
Anadolu Agency reports.

The country’s communications
director Fahrettin Altun said “some
circles” are seeking to use the issue “to
create divisions within the Turkish
community” and “damage the harmony
of the Turkish people.”

In a statement following the
meeting, Altun said the officials evalu-
ated national and international opin-
ions on the issue along with the cor-
rect diplomatic moves and attempts
to hinder acts of disinformation on
the case.

“The members of the High Advi-
sory Board once again emphasized their
determination to maintain our solidar-
ity and union and the protection of our
country’s interests,” Altun said.

ACA Presents Meet and Greet
With Rep. Judy Chu

PASADENA, CA — The Arme-
nian Council of America (ACA) is
pleased to host a meet and greet with
Rep. Judy Chu (CA-27) on Thursday,
January 23rd at 7:30 pm at the AEBU
Center, 1060 N Allen Ave. Pasadena.

Congresswoman Chu will dis-
cuss various issues cocnerning the
Armenian Ameircan community and
share her experience about her recent
trip to Armenia and Artsakh.

In addition, the Congresswoman
will provide an update on legislative
matters in our nation’s capital. The
event is free and open to the public.

For more information, contact
info@armeniancouncil.org.

ry

Armenia Easing Bank Secrecy

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s parlia-
ment has passed a government bill that
will make it easier for law-enforce-
ment bodies to access bank account
data.

Armenian banks have until now
been required to provide tax and law-
enforcement authorities with informa-

tion about financial accounts of only
those clients who are accused or sus-
pected of certain crimes.

The bill passed by the parliament
in the first reading last month would
allow investigators to also see what

Continued onpage 3
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Armenia Still Has Problems

“The government of Nikol
Pashinyan has embarked on an ambi-
tious reform program, including in the
area of ??anti-corruption, economic
equality and justice,” said representa-
tives of Human Rights Watch, in their
annual report on human rights.

The authors of the report once
again emphasize that the parliamentary
elections held in Armenia in December
2018, according to international ob-
servers, met international standards
and were held in a truly competitive
atmosphere.

At the same time, representatives
of Human Rights Watch note that in
the sphere of protecting human rights
in Armenia, there are still problems and
shortcomings. This is especially true
for the “limited nature” of investigat-
ing cases of violence and the use of
excessive force by law enforcement
agencies during the previous adminis-
tration.

“The Armenian police have a
history of disproportionate use of
force during the dispersal of pre-
dominantly peaceful demonstrations,”
Human Rights Watch experts wrote,
recalling that a senior police officer
was charged with killing a protester in
June 2019.

“At the same time, investigations
of the disproportionate use of force by
the police against peaceful demonstra-
tors and journalists in 2016 and 2015
remain suspended. The authorities
claim that they cannot identify the
perpetrators of the violence,” human
rights activists say.

It should be noted that the cases
indicated by Human Rights Watch con-
cern clashes during the “Electric
Yerevan” protests in June 2015 and
protests in Yerevan’s Saritagh district
in July 2016.

Regarding incidents between po-
lice and demonstrators during
Pashinyan’s rule, the authors of the
report note a protest in Yerevan last
August against the exploitation of the

HUMAN
RIGHTS

WATCH

Amulsar Gold Mine. During this pro-
test, the authors of the report state that
the police did not allow the rally to be
held in a public park adjacent to the
parliament building, detaining six dem-
onstrators for a short period of time.

Among the human rights issues
in Armenia, Human Rights Watch ex-
perts also note cases of domestic vio-
lence and the reaction of law enforce-
ment agencies to them.

“According to official docu-
ments, in the first half of 2019, Arme-
nian law enforcement authorities in-
vestigated 331 criminal cases of do-
mestic violence, including 176 newly
opened cases. In these cases, 209
official charges were brought and only
45 cases reached the court,” the au-
thors of the report note.

Human Rights Watch also does
not bypass cases of violence against
sexual minorities and activists protect-
ing their rights.

“Between January and August
2019, Pink Armenia and other organi-
zations protecting the interests of the
LGBTQ community reported 17 cases
of'violence in Armenia based on sexual
orientation and gender identity,” the
report says.

Human Rights Watch also ad-
dressed the topic of discussions in
Armenia regarding the Istanbul Con-
vention, noting that often “hate speech
was used.” At the same time, human
rights activists consider it necessary
to emphasize that “ratification of the
Istanbul Convention will not contra-
dict the country’s Constitution.”

Armenia’s Former Security Service Chief
Found Dead in Apparent Suicide

YEREVAN — Former Director
of Armenia’s National Security Ser-
vice (NSS) Georgi Kutoyan was found
dead in his apartment on Yerevan’s
Paruyr Sevak Street on Friday, the
Investigative Committee reported.

A spokeswoman for the Investi-
gative Committee, Naira Harutiunyan,
reported in the afternoon that Kutoyan’s
body had a gunshot wound when it
was discovered by his wife at his
Yerevan apartment “a short while ago.”

A high-ranking Investigative
Committee official, Artur Melikyan,
said later in the day that preliminary
indications are that Kutoyan, 38, was
killed by a gunshot fired at his head.
But investigators also found dozens of
bullets in the apartment and forensic
experts will determine whether those
were fired from the same pistol, he
told reporters outside the apartment
building cordoned off by police.

Melikyan said that premeditated
murder is therefore one of the theories
of Kutoyan’s death considered by the

investigators.

Kutoyan, 38, served as NSS di-
rector from 2016 to 2018.

A lawyer by education, he
worked as an assistant to then-Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian beginningin2011.
His appointment to head the NSS in

Continued onpage 4
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Ambassador Baibourtian Discussed
Armenian-Chinese Partnership in Los
Angeles With Consul General Zhang Ping

LOS ANGELES - On January
14th, Ambassador Armen Baibourtian,
Consul General of Armenia, met with
Hon. Zhang Ping, Consul General of
the People’s Republic of China in Los
Angeles.

Ambassador Baibourtian pre-
sented activities of the Consulate
General in the past year, including
high level visit of the Prime Minister
of Armenia to California, as well as
some plans for 2020. Ambassador
Baibourtian outlined the opportunities
for cooperation of the two Consulates
Generals through joint business, cul-
tural, and academic functions.

They discussed the prospect of
organizing Armenia-China business

symposium in Los Angeles with par-
ticipation of Armenian and Chinese
businessmen.

Consul General Zhang Ping wel-
comed the initiative of Ambassador
Baibourtian and suggested to involve
Chinese Chamber of Commerce in Los
Angeles which includes more than
seven hundred Chinese companies. He
also proposed to enhance bilateral co-
operation in Southern California
through planning and implementing joint
cultural and academic activities.

Both sides expressed willingness
to forge a partnership between two
diplomatic missions. Counselor
Varazdat Pahlavuni also took part in
the meeting.

Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation Allocates
$170,000 to Armenian Schools in Lebanon

CALOUSTE GULBENKIAN
FOUNDATION
ARMENIAN COMMUNITIES

The Armenian Communities De-
partment of the Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation has allocated 170,000 USD
to the 18 Armenian schools in Leba-
non. Within the scope of this contribu-
tion, a grant is also awarded to the
Bird’s Nest institution for its care of
children with special status.

Lebanon has found itselfin politi-
cal, social and economic turmoil over
the past few months. The Foundation
has been following these developments
with concern, being fully aware that
the difficult situation is having an ad-
verse impact on the Armenian com-
munity and on Armenian schools in the
country.

In August 2019, the Armenian
Communities Department published its
educational strategy for the Lebanese-
Armenian community (https://
gulbenkian.pt/armenian-communities/
2019/08/09/new-strategy-lebanon/).
The launch of the programmes envi-
sioned in the strategy, initially sched-
uled for the beginning of the 2019-2020
academic year, has been postponed by
several months, taking into consider-
ation the alarming situation in Lebanon.

The funds of the present contri-

bution have already been transferred
directly to the schools. The amounts
were determined based on the number
of students and teaching staff in each
institution, as well as the needs and
concerns highlighted by school lead-
ers during their meetings with the
Foundation’s Focal Point in Beirut.

Acknowledging that “the schools
are the future of the community,” the
Director of the Armenian Communi-
ties Department, Razmik Panossian,
stated, “alongside their educational
programmes, the schools in Lebanon
have incurred enormous expenses in
their daily operations during these dif-
ficult days. Our allocations to the Ar-
menian schools are not a substitute to
the Foundation’s educational strategy
in Lebanon, but provide a modest and
immediate relief to schools, affirming
once again, Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation’s ongoing commitment to
and cooperation with Armenian edu-
cational institutions.”

Dr. Panossian will visit Lebanon in
February 2020 and will hold meetings
with education officials in the commu-
nity to discuss the new strategy and
outline plans for its implementation.
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Reflections on the Patriarchal Enthronement

By Bishop Daniel Findikyan
Primate of the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America

What follows is Diocesan Primate Bishop Daniel Findikyan’s personal
account of his trip to Istanbul on January 11-12, for the enthronement and
Antranig Badarak of His Beatitude Sahak II, the 85th Armenian Patriarch of

Constantinople.

I was in Bolis for five days,
accompanied by Fr. Armash
Baghdasarian, assistant pastor of
the St. John Armenian Church
(Southfield, MI), who was born
and raised in Istanbul, and served
the church there diligently and lov-
ingly from the time of his childhood.

The enthronement took place in
the Sourp Asdvadzadzin (Holy Mother-
of-God) Cathedral across from the
Patriarchate in the Kumkapi district of
Istanbul. I was one of nine bishops and
several priests who had traveled to
Istanbul for the occasion, represent-
ing each of the Armenian Church’s
hierarchical sees and several dioceses.
Bishop Apgar, Primate of Canada, was
also in attendance.

A number of ecumenical hier-
archs also participated, notably His
Holiness Bartholomew, the (Ortho-
dox) Ecumenical Patriarch of
Constantinople; a delegation from
the Vatican; His Eminence Arch-
bishop Levon Zekiyan, Archbishop
of the Armenian Catholic Church of
Constantinople; and Archbishop
Khajag Barsamian. The cathedral
was completely full, with many more
people standing outside—easily to-
taling over one thousand people.

The long ceremony began with a
procession from the Patriarchate
across the street to the cathedral. There
followed a festive “Giragamdits” (Sat-
urday Evening) vespers service. At the
end of the service, all of the bishops
were vested, and with hand cross and
bishop’s staff we ascended the holy
altar to surround the Patriarch-elect.

During the ceremony, the Patri-
arch-elect knelt down and read an
oath, where upon Khajag Srpazan, as
the senior bishop in attendance, read
the long prayer of blessing on the new
Patriarch. After that all of the bishops
approached the still-kneeling Patriarch,
and together blessed him with their
hand crosses.

A Patriarchal Encyclical (Gontag)
of His Holiness Karekin II, the Su-
preme Patriarch and Catholicos of All
Armenians, was read by Archbishop
Yeznik Petrossyan of the Mother See
of Holy Etchmiadzin. Representatives
of the Great House of Cilicia read His
Holiness Catholicos Aram I’s letter of

congratulation; and the Very Rev.
Fr.Baret Yeretzian read the letter of His
Beatitude Nourhan Manoogian, Arme-
nian Patriarch of Jerusalem. Many
people observed how significant it was
that all of the holy sees of the Armenian
Church were represented.

This was the first time that [ have
participated as a bishop in such a grand
ceremony, and I was deeply honored
and uplifted.

A Pledge of Service

There followed a long series of
greetings by all of the hierarchs in
attendance. At the end His Beatitude
Patriarch Sahak II delivered his mes-
sage: a very personal and heartfelt
expression of humility and faith, in
which he reflected on the long path of
his life and ministry that has brought
him to this exceptionally important
office. He pledged to serve the Lord
and the Holy See of Constantinople.

Patriarch Sahak said (my trans-
lation): “My journey leading to the
Lord Jesus Christ has now brought
me to this Enthronement, and I will
not rest in my new position until I see
Him face to face.” He expressed his
thanks to the people, the clergy
present, for their part in this cer-
emony and in his life. With special
affection he remembered his spiritual
fathers: his late predecessors in the
office, PatriarchShnork Kaloustian
and Patriarch MesrobMoutafyan.

The enthronement ceremony con-
cluded with His Beatitude being es-
corted to his throne and taking his
place—whereupon all of the hierarchs,
one by one, approached him to kiss his
hand and receive his blessing. A joy-
ous public reception followed.

The next day His Beatitude cel-
ebrated his first Badarak as Patriarch.
It was a wonderful, uplifting celebra-
tion with the participation of all of the
Armenian clergy of Istanbul, a joint
choir comprising dozens of singers,
dozens of deacons and altar servers,
as well as all of the visiting dignitaries.

At the end of the Badarak, the
Patriarch called Fr. Armash up to the
bema and gave hima beautiful Armenian
pectoral cross in appreciation for his
dedicated service to the Patriarchate and
to the Armenian Church as a whole.
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An Emotional Personal Expe-
rience

In the evening a formal con-
gratulatory banquet was held for the
clergy, visiting hierarchs, ecumenical
guests, and prominent members of the
community. | rose and said the follow-
ing:

“Your Beatitude, Brother
Clergy, and Dear People. My partici-
pation in the enthronement ceremo-
nies these days has been particularly
emotional for me. Emotional first of
all because my family’s roots are
deeply embedded in the sacred soil
of this historical See of
Constantinople. And emotional as
well because I represent the East-
ern Diocese of the Armenian Church
of America, which, more than 100
years ago, was originally placed
under the authority of the Holy See
of Constantinople by decision of
Catholicos Khrimian Hayrig. From
those days until now, our Bolsetsis,
the faithful people who hail from
this city, are among the most ar-
dent, church-loving, faithful mem-
bers of our Diocese.

“I have known Patriarch Sahag
for more than 30 years. We first met in
Jerusalem, when I was there doing
manuscript research for my doctoral
thesis and, providentially, a young,
newly-ordained apegha named Hayr
Sahak was on pilgrimage in the Holy
City, having come from Istanbul. It
was Great Lent. I shall never forget
how deeply impressed and inspired |
was to hear Hayr Sahak preach in the
Church of the Holy Archangels one
evening. His passion, his obvious faith,
and his deep love for Jesus Christ and
the Armenian Church impressed me
deeply and inspired me in my own
vocation to be a priest.

“Patriarch Hayr, your new min-
istry begins among the good people of
this historic city. But your flock also
extends far beyond the geographical
limits of this city. May our Lord bless
you abundantly so that you may be a
‘Good Shepherd’ for your community
and for the entire Armenian Church,
for the eternal welfare of our people
and for the glory of Jesus Christ.”

Echoes of Our History

During a private visit with His
Beatitude, I pledged the full and enthu-
siastic support of our Diocese in as-
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sisting the Patriarch in his holy minis-
try. We discussed a number of pros-
pects for cooperation, including pil-
grimages by our people to
Constantinople, historical Armenia, and
other sacred and biblical sites in Tur-
key; cooperation in the training of
seminarians, deacons, and priests in
Istanbul and at St. Nersess Seminary;
and assisting in raising needed funds
for the Patriarchate.

This was my first visitto Istanbul.
I'hadthe opportunity to visit my father’s
old neighborhood, the churches in
which he prayed, as well as the Church
of the Apparition of the Holy Cross
(Yerevman Sourp Khatch) in the
Krugeshme neighborhood, where my
grandfather directed the Gomidas
Choir, founded by Gomidas Vartabed
himself.

As a teacher and scholar, I have
read a great deal about the centrality of
Constantinople in world history, in the
history of the universal Church, and of
course in the history of our people and
the Armenian Church. But to see with
my eyes the places where this history
happened; to pray in and around the
holy places that became so influential
in the development of our liturgy, the-
ology, spirituality and Christian cul-
ture was simply awe-inspiring. One
day last week while driving, the senior
priest in Constantinople, Der Krikor
Damadyan, pointed to a distant island
in the Sea of Marmara and said, “That
is where St. Nersess was imprisoned.”
I said, “Which St. Nersess?” He re-
plied, “St. Nersess the Great,” the
fourth-century saint and Catholicos of
our Church. Fourth century! Talk about
history...

As I return from Istanbul, I
recognize with greater clarity the
importance of the Patriarchate of
Constantinople for our church as a
whole, and for the vitality of our
Diocese. The city, the Holy See, and
its new and ardent Patriarch are a
great blessing for all of us. As we are
blessed again and again by the clergy,
the holy places, the holy traditions, and
holy work of the Holy Mother See of
Etchmiadzin, and by the Holy See of
Jerusalem, we stand to be blessed as
well by re-engaging with the Holy See
of Constantinople. I pledge as Bishop
of this Diocese, to work closely with
His Beatitude Patriarch Sahak and our
people to do just that, with God’s help.

Armenia Easing Bank Secrecy

Continued frompage 1

individuals linked to criminal suspects
have in their domestic bank accounts.
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian has
said this will help the Armenian au-
thorities fight against corruption more
effectively.

Justice Minister Rustam Badasian
likewise insisted on Tuesday that the
existing bank secrecy rules impede
anti-corruption efforts as he spoke
during a final parliament debate on the
bill involving draft amendments to two
Armenian laws. Representatives of the
pro-government majority in the Na-
tional Assembly reaffirmed their sup-
port for the measure.

“All countries, at least those
aligned in the Council of Europe,
are now trying to ensure a more
transparent regulation of the bank-

ing and financial sector,” said
Vladimir Vartanian, the chairman
of the parliament committee on
legal affairs.

Opposition lawmakers continued
to criticize the bill, however, saying
that it could scare away investors.
“With these changes what messages
will we be sending to investors if our
investment climate is undermined as a
result?” said Mane Tandilian of the
opposition Bright Armenia Party.

The Union of Armenian Banks
called the government initiative a “step
backwards” when Pashinyan’s cabi-
net unveiled it in September. Some
economists warned of capital flight
from the country.

The Central Bank of Armenia
sought to allay those fears at the time,
insisting that the bill will not soften
banking secrecy.
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International Recording Artist
Andy Madadian Receives Star on
Hollywood Walk of Fame

HOLLY WOOD— Armenian-Ira-
nianinternational recordingartist Andy
Madadian received the 2,684th star on
the Hollywood Walk of Fame on Fri-
day. The star was unveiled honoring
Andy’s 40 years in show business.

La Toya Jackson and music and
entertainment executive Miles Copeland
IIT joined Madadian in speaking at the
11:30 a.m. ceremony in front of the
Hollywood & Highland complex.

Jackson collaborated with
Madadian onthe 2016 single “Tehran.”

Andy left his native Iran in the
1970s to play soccer at Cal State Los
Angeles and played guitar at clubs at
night. He later formed the musical duo
Andy and Kouros with fellow musician
Kouros Shahmiri. The duo released
four albums from 1985-91 before
embarking on solo careers.

Nicknamed the “Persian Bono”
Andy has toured extensively around
the world playing some of the most
prestigious venues, theaters and stadi-
ums, and released 15 albums that have
sold millions of copies internationally.

Now 63, the internationally cel-
ebrated pop singer says he’s ready for
another “new beginning”, he is the
first Iranian artist to earn the honor.

“Many people may wonder,
would you have a new beginning after
14 albums?” Madadian said days be-
fore the ceremony unveiling his
groundbreaking star. “But to me it’s
new ... because a lot of Americans are
just discovering me and my music. I’'m
hoping this Hollywood star will open
some doors. We have a lot of great
Iranian artists here in LA, and the west-
ern world has not discovered them yet.”

Mourners Want Justice

Continued frompage 1

this or not, as Hrant’s brothers, we
will continue to be here.”

After the ceremony, carnations
were laid on the sidewalk where Dink
was shot dead.

A giant picture of Dink, embel-
lished with slogans reading “It is not
late to be ashamed” and “This case will
not be over before we say it is over”
were hung by mourners outside the
building that once housed Agos, and
on whose steps Dink was shot.

The office building has been
reopened as a memorialto its founder
by the Hrant Dink Foundation, an
organisation advocating for freedom
of expression established after his
death. Agos continues to be pub-
lished, but from a different Istanbul
office.

The former Agos HQ has been
renamed the 23.5 Hrant Dink Site of
Memory, in honor of an article Dink
wrote in 2006 entitled ‘23.5 April’.

“We gave this name [to the site]

inspired by Hrant’s article, in which he
talked about April 23 and 24 and said:
‘I wish we could combine these two
days and promise a future encouraging
hope at the end of these two days’,”
Sibel Asna, a board member at Hrant
Dink Foundation said.

April 23 is Turkey’s national day
of'sovereignty, while April 24 is Arme-
nian Genocide Remembrance Day, rec-
ognized as a day of mourning by Ar-
menia.

Despite the reconciliatory tone
of his work, Dink angered nationalists
with his appeals for Turkey to recog-
nize its genocide, and was subject to
death threats from Turkish ultrana-
tionalists. The European Court of Hu-
man Rights ruled in 2010 that Turkey
had failed to protect Dink’s life in the
face of such threats.

Dink was repeatedly prosecuted
for “denigrating Turkishness” over
articles he wrote about the genocide
and Armenian identity; in 2005, he was
handed a six-month suspended prison
sentence.

Armenian Government to Setup

Continued frompage 1

ing the presidential system of govern-
ment in the country. Asked whether
the current authorities are intent on
engineering such a change, he said:
“There have been no such discus-
sions.”

The current constitution under-
went sweeping changes as a result of

a disputed referendum held in 2015.
They led to Armenia’s transformation
into a parliamentary republic.

Former President Serzh Sarkisian
initiated that constitutional reform in
an effort to hold on to power after
completing his second and final presi-
dential term in April 2018. He was
toppled in the ensuing “Velvet Revolu-
tion” led by Pashinyan.
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Summer Intensive Course of Armenian
Language and Culture in Venice

VENICE — Since 1986 the Padus-
Araxes Cultural Association organizes
successfully the Summer Intensive
Course of Armenian Language and
Culturein Venice and has been awarded
as the Best Cultural Centre in Diaspora
by the Ministry of Diaspora of RA in
2018.

Learning Armenian at the Padus-
Araxes Summer Course in Venice is
more than just a language course: it is
an opportunity for you to discover a
country and a city where Armenian
presence and culture have deep roots
from over eight centuries. Our Asso-
ciation teams are here to provide you
with service and support whenever
questions arise. We want your lan-
guage-learning stay in Venice to be as
successful and pleasant as possible.
That’s why our course includes indi-
vidual level placement and ongoing
consultation on your learning approach,
support with examination preparation,
the change to take an exam and to
acquire our certificate, exciting cul-
tural and leisure programme.

The FIRST LEVEL aims to teach
the alphabet and a basic vocabulary
(around three hundred words) and to
provide you to sustain an elementary
conversation on everyday issues (cor-
responding to Al, according to the
CEFR).

The five-hour daily program is
based on lessons in Armenian alphabet
and grammar, along with an intensive
practice in listening, speaking, and
reading.

The main teachers are Rosine
Tachdjian (France), Tork Dalalyan
(France) and Sossi Sousanian (Hun-
gary).

The SECOND LEVEL intends to
provide the elementary grammatical
structures of Western Armenian, with

a particular focus on the ability of
understanding frequently used sen-
tences and expressions on everyday
and familiar issues.

Lessons focus also on improving
reading and writing skills (correspond-
ing to A2). The main teachers are
Bared Manok (France), Tork Dalalyan
(France) and Raffi Setian (U.S.A.).

The THIRD LEVEL aims to pro-
vide more complex grammatical struc-
tures of Western Armenian in order to
understand and produce dialogues and
texts on abstract topics (technical is-
sues included) and interact with native
speakers without strain for either party
(corresponding to B1-B2). The main
teachers are Raffi Setian, Sossi
Sousanian and Bared Manok.

Students interested in learning
Classical Armenian can attend the les-
sons of Classical Armenian taught at
the fourth level.

The FOURTH LEVEL (corre-
sponding to C1-C2) intends to provide
a good knowledge of Western Arme-
nian Literature and Language, as well
as of Classical Armenian.

The daily programme includes
lessons in Western Armenian Litera-
ture, Armenian Traditional Music, Clas-
sical Armenian, Linguistics and His-
tory of the Armenian Language, Arme-
nian Theatre and Cinema. Lessons are
conducted by Artsvi Bakhchinyan,
Benedetta Contin, Tork Dalalyan, Aram
Ipekdjian, Raffi Setian, Boghos L.
Zekiyan.

Since 2010 there has also been
added the possibility of attending les-
sons in Eastern Armenian, basically in
phonology, orthography, and gram-
mar, which are conducted by Prof.
Artsvi Bakhchinyan.

For further information visit: http:/
/www.padus-araxes.com

Armenia’s Former Security Service Chief

Continued frompage 2

February 2016 came as a surprise to
most observers.

Kutoyan was dismissed by Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan in May 2018
shortly after popular “Velvet” revolu-
tion forced Sarkisian to resign.

He kept a low profile while in
office and did not make any public
statements after his dismissal.

Prosecutor-General Artur
Davtyan said over the weekend that
the investigators have collected
enough evidence testifying that
Kutoyan committed a suicide.

“In order to avoid unnecessary

speculation, I reaffirm that enough
evidence has been received indicating
suicide, but all versions will be inves-
tigated at the proper level,” Davtyan
said as he attended a requiem service
for Kutoyan held on Saturday. He cau-
tioned, though, that they are continu-
ing to consider other theories of the
38-year-old’s shock death, including
murder.

Kutoyan is the second former top
security official to be found shot dead
in the last four months.

Hayk Harutiunyan, a former head
of the Armenian police, was found
dead at his country house in Septem-
ber.
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St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church Men's Forum
(Ladies & Families Always Welcome)

Thursday, January 30 - 6:30 P.M.
“SPECIAL ARMENIAN DIASPORA EVENT”

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD BEING PRESENTED TO:
MR. KENNETH KHACHIGIAN

NAMED: 100 ARMENIANS WHO CHANGED THE WORLD

Hl

L

- President Reagan's Chief Speech Writer, Senior Political
Adviser and Special Consultant

* Adviser to Nine Presidential Campaigns

* Instrumental in Guiding George Deukmrejian to Victory

As Governor of the State of California.
“Like the Genocide of the Armenians before it, and the Genocide of the
Cambodians which followed it — and like too many other such persecutions
af too many other peoples — the lessons of the Holocaust must never be
forgotten.* President Ronald Reagan, April 22, 1981

At St. Gregory the Hluminator Church “Geragos Hall” 2215 E. Colorado Bivd., Pasadena
RSVP’S Are A Must As Dinner Will Be Served

Hilda Gourdikian: 626-695-9899, Ardash Gourdikian: 626-399-1914, Church Off. : 626-449-1523
Sponsor A Dinner in Memory of a Loved One, a Birthday, an Anniversary, in Recognition of a Friend
or Family Member, a Graduation & for any Other Evest. Please Contact Hilda Gourdikian above,

Church Ponation 320

L
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