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Trip includes:

dinner with live music and dance.
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Highlights:
All major Yerevan art and history museums, Sardarabad war memaorial, Holy city of Etchmiadzin and surrounding
historic sites, Garni temple, Lake Sevan, Tsaghkadzor ski-lift, express train trip to Gyumri, Amberd castle, sacred
sites of Khor Virap and Oshakan, medieval monasteries of Haghartsin, Kecharis, Geghard, Noravank and
Hovhannavank, charming cities of Dilijan and Goris, winery tours, ancient Vardavar celebration, and two days in
mountainous Artsakh

Round-trip air fare from LAX, full transportation and transfers in air-
conditioned busses, breakfasts, select lunches and dinners as specified in the
itinerary, 4-star accommodation {double occupancy), entrance fees for all
sightseeing destinations, museum tour guides (Armenian and English), farewell

Space is limited. For more information, contact:
NorayrDaduryan@gmail.com
or (800) 826-7960- Carlo
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PM Pashinyan and President Sarkissian Discuss Constitutional
Court Crisis and Future Projects

YEREVAN -- Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan had a work-
ing meeting today with President
Armen Sarkissian, the press service of
the government reported.

Pashinyan was quoted by the
press service as saying that the past
year was successful for the country.
He also said after the post-revolution-
ary period of transitional management,
now more attention should be paid to
institutional reforms.

“The development of institutions,
the introduction of a system of checks
and balances has always been and is in
the focus of our attention. We also
responded to the situation around the
Constitutional Court, and today, I hope
we will discuss and exchange views
on this issue as well,” Pashinyan was
quoted as saying.

Pashinyan said he shares
Sarkissian's position that this issue
should be approached precisely ac-
cording to the logic of the country's
institutional development, national and
state interests, the availability of an
accurate and effective system of
checks and balances.

"Only under this condition will we
have an irreversible democracy, an ir-
reversible rule of law with all the ensu-
ing consequences, and, of course, an
irreversible constitutional reality, which
has always been in the center of our
attention and at the basis of our work-
ing discussions," Pashinyan added.

Sarkissian expressed readiness
for discussion. "What you said is very
significant - the development of insti-
tutions in our country, balanced insti-
tutions, because if we are talking about

Armenian Population of Turkey Dwindling
Rapidly: Patriarch Mashalian

ISTANBUL — The Armenian
population in Turkey, which makes up
the largest Christian community in the
country, “resembles an iceberg melt-
ing in the sea” with its some 60,000
members, the newly elected Armenian
Patriarch of Constantinople Sahak II
Mashalian has said in an interview with
Hurriet daily news..

“Our biggest problem is the de-
mography. Our population has been
decreasing rapidly. We lose 26 of our
adult individuals per 12 newborns. It’s
alarming,” said Mashalian, the 85th
Patriarch of Turkey’s.

“Wearelike anicebergina sea of
82 million people. And we are melting.
We are also facing emigration. Now,
we make up the largest non-Muslim
minority in Turkey with a population
of between 50,000 and 60,000,” he
added, recalling that the number of
Greek Christians, another minority
protected under the 1923 Treaty of
Lausanne, has dropped below 2,000 in
Istanbul.

The international treaty signed
between countries including Tur-

key, France, the United Kingdom,
Italy and Greece ensures the rights
of the Christian minority communi-
ties in Turkey, however, the neces-
sary internal legislations and regula-
tions have not been made, accord-
ing to Sahak II.

“Even the Armenian Patriarchate
has not been defined. It makes many
things extremely difficult, including

Continued onpage 3

long-term, stable development is im-
possible without them," he stressed.
According to the president, it is also
worth discussing upcoming invest-
ment programs.

“I can say with pleasure that, as
it seems, there are new small victo-
ries we had during my visits to the
Gulf countries, Davos and Israel,”
Sarkissian said.

The tension between Prime Minis-
ter Nikol Pashinyan and the chairman of
the Constitutional Court Hrayr
Tovmasyan continues to mount.
Tovmasyan is accused by the Armenian
authorities of breaking laws and having
close connections with the country’s
former government toppled in 2018 Vel-
vet Revolution. A resolution passed by
the parliament dominated by Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan’s My Step faction
on October 4 demanded that Tovmasyan
stepped down.

The demand was denied by the
Constitutional Court on October 15.
This was followed by a series of crimi-
nal proceedings against Tovmasyan
launched by law-enforcement authori-
ties. The Special Investigation Service
said Tovmasyan’s appointment as
chairman of the Constitutional Court
in March 2018 by the country’s former
parliament was illegal.

UNWTO:
Armenia Among
World’s Fastest
Growing Tourism
Destinations

YEREVAN -- Armenia is one of
the top 20 fastest growing tourist des-
tinations in the world, according to the
latest statistics from the United Na-
tions World Tourism Organization
(UNWTO), The Independent reported.

Armenia is ranked 12th, showing
a 14.4% tourism industry growth in
2019. Armenia's overtook its neigh-
bors Turkey and Azerbaijan, which are
13th (14% growth) and 17th (11.4%
growth) respectively, while Georgia is
not in the top twenty. Armenia's south-
ernneighbor Iran is significantly ahead
of Armenia, ranking third witha 27.9%
rise reported for last year.

Top of the pack was Myanmar,
which saw a 40.2 per cent per cent
increase in visitors, followed by Puerto
Rico (31.2 per cent) and Iran (27.9 per
cent), although this last is likely to
suffer a drop in 2020 given the current
political climate.

Winter sun destinations previ-
ously hit by terror attacks also saw a
comeback last year, with Egypt seeing
a 21.1 per cent increase in visitor
numbers, Turkey a 14 per cent rise.

Senator Anthony J. Portantino Delivers Letter
to Governor Newsom from Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan

SACRAMENTO -

State Senator Anthony J.
Portantino (D — La Cafiada
Flintridge) personally de-
livered an invitation from
Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan to Governor
Gavin Newsom inviting the
Governor to visit Armenia.
In September, Governor [
Newsom and Prime Minis- §
ter Pashinyan met in New (g
York to formalize the his-
toric trade Memorandum of
Understanding between
California and Armenia. At
the meeting they appeared
to develop a positive relationship with
each other. Glendale based Counsul
General Armen Baibortian recognized
the strong relationship Senator
Portantino has engendered both in
Yerevan and in Sacramento and asked
Senator Portantino to personally de-
liver the Prime Minister‘s invation to
the Governor.

The Prime Minister’s invitation
follows up on the successful meeting
between the two leaders. Senator
Portantino accompanied the Governor
and the Prime Minister to New York
for the event. Included in the compre-
hensive MOU is the formal establish-

ment of the California International

Trade Desk in Yerevan. The Trade
Desk was a proposal championed by
Senator Portantino. Following the sign-
ing of the MOU, Senator Portantino
and Governor Newsom met privately
with Prime Minister Pashinyan to dis-
cuss increased cooperation between
California and Armenia.

The productive establishment of
the Trade Desk was the result of a
year-long effort by Portantino to for-
malize trade relations between Califor-
nia and Armenia. The factthat Yerevan

Continued onpage 4
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Armenian, Azerbaijani FMs and OSCE MG
Co-Chairs Issue Joint Statement

GENEVA — Armenian and
Azerbaijani FMs—Zohrab Mnatsakanyan
and Elmar Mammadyarov, have con-
cluded their meetings in Geneva, which
was held with the mediation and par-
ticipation of OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chairs.

The meeting lasted nearly five
hours, after which the following joint
statement was issued:

“The Co-Chairs of the OSCE
Minsk Group (Igor Popov of the Rus-
sian Federation, Stéphane Visconti of
France, and Andrew Schofer of the
United States of America) met sepa-
rately and jointly with Armenian For-
eign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanyan
and Azerbaijani Foreign Minister Elmar
Mammadyarov in Geneva on 28-30
January. They were joined in their
meetings by the Personal Representa-
tive of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Of-

fice, Andrzej Kasprzyk.

Over three days of intensive dis-
cussions, the Co-Chairs and the Min-
isters discussed the following agenda
items: implementation of agreements
and proposals discussed in 2019 and
possible next steps to prepare the popu-
lations for peace; principles and ele-
ments forming the basis of a future
settlement; and timing and agenda for
advancing the settlement process.

The Co-Chairs reiterated their
full commitment to helping the sides
find a peaceful solution to the conflict
and the principle of confidentiality in
the settlement process, as well as the
need for creativity and a spirit of com-
promise to achieve a fair and lasting
peace.

The Ministers agreed to meet
again in the near future under Co-Chair
auspices”.

Chinese Nationals Hospitalized in Armenia
For Virus Tests

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Two
Chinese citizens were taken on
Wednesday to a hospital in Armenia
and tested there for possible cases of a
dangerous new virus which has in-
fected thousands of people in China
and killed at least 132 of them.

Officials in Yerevan said they
were hospitalized after being barred
from again entering neighboring Geor-
gia at the main Armenian-Georgian
border crossing.

According to Liana Torosyan, a
senior official from the National Cen-
ter for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, one of the Chinese travelers
showed no symptoms of any virus
while the other only had a mild fever
and is now undergoing an X-ray ex-
amination of their lungs at a Yerevan
hospital specializing in treatment of
infectious diseases.

“Let’s see what results the X-ray
will produce,” Torosyan told report-
ers. “The condition of both patients is
satisfactory at the moment. They will
certainly remain under medical sur-
veillance in separate insulated wards.”

Torosyan insisted that the likeli-
hood of either Chinese national suffer-
ing from the new kind of coronavirus is
low because they had left China before
the disease outbreak. “During the entire
[two-week disease] incubation period
they were in Georgia and Armenia and
had no health issues,” she said.

There have been around 6,000
confirmed cases of the coronavirus na-
tionwide in China so far. Dozens of other

cases have been confirmed outside main-
land China as well, including in Europe,
North America, and elsewhere in Asia.

Nobody has been diagnosed with
the coronavirus in Armenia, according
to the country’s medical authorities.
Speaking at a joint news conference
with Torosyan, Deputy Health Minis-
ter Lena Nanushyan said Armenia is
considered a low-risk zone for the
spread of the virus not least because of
the absence of direct flights to China.
Nanushyan said the health authorities
are examining Armenian citizens re-
turning from China via third countries
and taking other precautions.

The Foreign Ministry in Yerevan
last week advised Armenians to refrain
from travelling to China for now. It
said six Armenians live in the Chinese
city of Wuhan lying at the epicenter of
the outbreak.

Torosyan admitted that the au-
thorities currently lack the capacity to
definitively detect cases of the
coronavirus through laboratory testing.
But she said they should be equipped to
do so by the end of next week.

Forbes Magazine:
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Armenia World’s Next Tech Hub

YEREVAN — As Azerbaijan,
Georgia, and Turkey join together and
engage in major infrastructure projects,
Armenia has taken a different path,
according to Forbes.

“Rather than diving head first
into the promises of the New Silk Road
or industrialization, they’re wagering
their chips on a completely different
table: technology,” author Wade
Shepard writes.

He emphasizes that tech is now
the largest foreign investment in Ar-
menia and many of the world’s most
powerful technology firms—includ-
ing Intel, Microsoft, Google, IBM,
Synopsys and Cisco—all have a
physical presence there, as the
country’s tech sector grew 33% in
2018 to become a $250 million a year
industry.

Armenia is a landlocked country
in the bowels of the Caucasus with
scant natural resources, Wade Shepard
writes, adding that “all the country has
is human capital, which it’s doubling-
down on as high-tech research and
development has become a national
priority—a do or die objective to con-
nect and do business with the outside
world and break the blockade that’s
building up around it.”

“While Armenia has been making

strides towards developing its high-
tech sector for many years, it wasn’t
until the Armenian Revolution of 2018
that momentum really started to build.
Suddenly, the little, insignificant coun-
try hidden deep in the centerfold of the
world map was full of hope and look-
ing forward to a future that seemed
unusually bright,” he continues.

“The Armenian nation has never
really been able to live for itself. It’s
always had someone dominating it or
ruling it or manipulating it,” the article
quotes half-Armenian Reddit co-
founder, Alexis Ohanian as saying.

“This could mark the start of the
first time when this country and espe-
cially the young people—the ones who
are the most hungry, the most driven,
the most optimistic—to actually have a
chance to determine for themselves
the fate of the country and where it
heads, and that is a part of the Arme-
nian experiment that has notreally ever
happened,” Ohanian says.

“We have small resources and
high technology is one of the main
directions of the Armenian economy
to overcome the blockade and to im-
port and export our educational brands
outside,” says Anzhela Kzhdryan,
Spokesperson for Armenia’s Minister
of Education and Science.

Armenian and Russian Prime Minister
Pledge to Deepen Commercial Ties

ALMATY — Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan and his new Russian coun-
terpart Mikhail Mishustin hailed rap-
idly growing trade between their coun-
tries and pledged to further deepen
Russian-Armenian commercial ties
when they met for the first time on
Friday.

The two men held talks on the
sidelines of a meeting in Kazakhstan’s
largest city, Almaty, of the prime min-
isters of the five ex-Soviet states mak-
ing up the Eurasian Economic Union
(EEU), a Russian-led trade bloc.

“Relations between our countries,
governments have always been and
will be good and warm,” Pashinyan
said in his opening remarks at the talks.
“I think that we always have a chance
to elevate our relations to a new level.”

Mishustin assured him that
Russia’s newly reshuffled government
is “intent on continuing constructive
relations and working contacts with
our Armenian colleagues.” He said that
Russian-Armenian trade soared by
nearly 18 percent in January-Novem-
ber 2018, solidifying Russia’s status

as Armenia’s number one trading part-
ner.

“This is good,” he said. “We
should cement this positive trend and
look for new fields of cooperation.”

Pashinyan likewise noted that bi-
lateral trade was on track to approach
the $2 billion mark last year. He said
this is one of the reasons why eco-
nomic growth in Armenia accelerated
to over 7 percent.

“I hope that your government
will support the economic dynamic
which we have in Armenia right now,”
added the Armenian leader.

According to an Armenian gov-
ernment statement, the two premiers
then discussed a “wide range of issues
pertaining to Russian-Armenian eco-
nomic relations.” The statement cited
Mishustin as proposing that Moscow
and Yerevan explore possibilities of
launching “concrete projects in the
information technology sector.”
Pashinyan welcomed the idea, it said.

Mishustin, the 53-year-old tech-
nocrat headed Russia’s Federal Tax
Service at the time.
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ANI Exhibit Opens at Republic of Armenia’s
Ministry of Defense

YEREVAN — United States Am-
bassador to Armenia Lynne Tracy and
Kansas Army National Guard Adju-
tant-General, Major General Lee
Tafanelli, joined Armenia’s Minister of
Defense Davit Tonoyan for the open-
ing of the exhibit “The United States
Military in the First Republic of Arme-
nia 1919-1920” on January 27 at the
Republic of Armenia’s Ministry of De-
fense in Yerevan.

Created by the Washington, D.C.-
based Armenian National Institute, the
exhibit focuses on the enormous ex-
tent of humanitarian assistance ren-
dered by the United States to Armenia
in the aftermath of World War I through
the services of American military mis-
sions sent to Armenia.

In his opening remarks, Minister
Tonoyan thanked Ambassador Tracy
for the support extended by the United
States in recent years to Armenia. Re-
flecting on the historical exhibit, Tonoyan
noted that: “For many, U.S. assistance
during those years was critical, espe-
cially the new opportunities created to
provide education thanks to which many
Armenians received schooling during
that difficult time and went on to make

impressive achievements.”
Ambassador Tracy delivered wel-

stressed their effective intervention in
stabilizing the humanitarian crisis in
the country despite the small size of
the American contingents. She thanked
as well Armenia’s servicemen on the
occasion of the 28th anniversary of
the founding of Armenia’s modern-
day army.

The 27-panel exhibit documents
the tremendous importance of the U.S.
humanitarian intervention during the
most difficult years in the life of the
newly-formed Armenian state. Based
upon the photographic collection of an
American medical officer, Dr. Walter
P. Davenport, the exhibit reveals the
depth and breadth of measures taken
by U.S. military personnel to stabilize
the humanitarian crisis in Armenia,
and especially the caretaking of the
most vulnerable part of the population
through hospitals, orphanages, food
distribution points, and other facilities.

Subtitled “The American Relief
Administration and Walter Davenport
of the U.S. Army Medical Corps,” the
exhibit reveals how in 1919, U.S. mili-
tary personnel and civilian aid workers
cared for tens of thousands of chil-
dren. As Dr. Davenport reported: “At
the present time we are furnishing
food and medical relief to 75,000 chil-

coming remarks congratulating those
present on the occasion of the 28th
anniversary of the Armenian Army and
spoke about the important work done
over the past 100 years.

U.S. General Tafanellialongwith his
delegation of officers viewed the exhibit
and are in Yerevan as part of the U.S.-
Armenia military partnership program.

Regional Director Arpi Vartanian,
speaking on behalf of the Armenian
Assembly of America and the Arme-
nian National Institute, pointed out the
importance of the high level military
mission that U.S. President Woodrow
Wilson dispatched to Armenia and

dren daily, this work being done
through the medium of orphanages,
orphanage hospitals, soup kitchens,
cocoa kitchens, milk stations, bread
distributing points, orphanage infir-
maries, and public dispensaries.”
The Davenport collection of pho-
tographs not only documents the hu-
manitarian crisis unfolding in Armenia
but also the measurable difference
American relief efforts made in the
span of only a few months. The exhibit
displays official and personal records
related to Dr. Davenport’s activities
in Armenia, which he subsequently
reported in The Military Surgeon jour-
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Behind the Scenes with President Reagan

By Kevork Keushkerian

PASADENA -- The Men’s Fo-
rum of St. Gregory Armenian Apos-
tolic Church in Pasadena had invited
presidential speech writer Ken
Khachigian as its guest speaker on
Thursday, January 30, 2020. Father
Sarkis Petoyan blessed the food, then
a buffet dinner was served before Mr.
Khachigian was invited to the podium.

There were around 300 people in
the audience, among whom were no-
table people, such as Michael
Antonovich, the former LA County
Supervisor, Randy Swan, the curator
of the Ronald Reagan Presidential Li-
brary Museum and his wife Dana,
political activist Greg Kahwajian, pub-
lishers/editors Harout Sassounian and
Osheen Keshishian.

The Men’s Forum Chairman Berj
Gourdikian presented the biographical
sketch of Ken Khachigian and then
invited Osheen Keshishian to narrate a
few cordial encounters with Mr.
Khachigian over the years that he had
known him.

Before Mr. Khachigian’s lecture,
he was presented with a commenda-
tion by Kathryn Barger, LA County
District 5 Supervisor, and a US flag
that had flown over the Capital for a
full day by House Minority leader
Kevin McCarthy. He was also pre-
sented with a lifetime achievement
award by the Men’s Forum.

Mr. Khachigian’s topic was titled
“Behind the Scenes with President
Reagan,” and was presented with a
slide show. First and foremost, Mr.
Khachigian said that he was not a
speech writer, rather a speech col-
laborator, as the drafts that he pre-
sented to the President were edited
before a final draft was prepared.

He said that his involvement with

politics and political campaigns had
started with a letter sent to Presidential
candidate Richard Nixon in 1967, re-
questing to volunteer in his campaign,
and the rest is history. His experience
working for Mr. Nixon then led to his
career work in 9 presidential cam-
paigns. He has served in the White
House for 3 U.S. Presidents and was
instrumental in guiding George
Deukmejian to victory as Governor of
the State of California.

One of Mr. Khachigian’s most
memorable achievements, as a chief
speech writer, senior political advisor,
and special consultant to President
Reagan, was the “Holocaust Procla-
mation”, signed by the President on
April 22,1981. It says, “Like the Geno-
cide of the Armenians before it, and
the Genocide of the Cambodians which
followed it — and the too many other
such persecutions of too many other
people — the lessons of the Holocaust
must never be forgotten.”

Mr. Khachigian admitted that he
had cleared this speech with two senior
members ofthe National Security Agency
before presenting it to the President.
Such measures were necessary, he noted,
to make sure that there were no interna-
tional political repercussions harmful to
the United States.

In the course of his professional
work with President Reagan, Mr.
Khachigian was a frequent visitor of
Camp David. He also once visited the
President’s famous Santa Barbara
ranch, which President Reagan used
for rest and relaxation.

During the question and answer
session that followed the lecture, Mr.
Khachigian anticipated one question
raised by a member of the audience
and answered right away, saying; no,
I was not the author of the famous line
“Mr. Gorbachev, tear down that wall.”

nal. With 103 photographs, 3 maps,
14 documents, and several newspa-
per articles, the exhibit pictorially

reconstructs the conditions that U.S.
military personnel witnessed in Ar-
menia.

Armenian Population of Turkey Dwindling

Continued frompage 1

resorting to the law or obtaining prop-
erty. Even this building housing us
doesn’t belong to the patriarchate, it is
the property of the church on the
opposite side of the street. We have 38
churches and 42 foundations. But those
38 churches are like 38 different duch-
ies,” he said.

Almost a third of Turkey’s popu-
lation was Christian a hundred years

ago, the Armenian patriarch recalled,
pointing to Christianophobia and the
recent murder of three missionaries in
the eastern Malatya province.

Addressing the Armenia Geno-
cide issue, the Patriarch stated that the
day of April 24 should bring a new
vision for the future instead of recall-
ing the past.

“All we want is the understand-
ing of the losses and sufferings of the
Armenian people,” he added.
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Consul General Baibourtian Met With the
Mayor of Burbank

BURBANK — On January 27,
Ambassador Armen Baibourtian, Con-
sul General of Armenia in Los Angeles
had a meeting with Sharon A. Springer,
Mayor of Burbank in Southern Cali-
fornia. Ambassador Baibourtian pre-
sented to the Mayor the broad range of
activities of the Armenian Consulate
General as well as various programs
to be implemented during the course of
the year.

Consul  General  Armen
Baibourtian and Mayor Sharon Springer
discussed ideas and plans for pro-
spective cooperation between the Ar-
menian Consulate General in Los An-
geles and the City of Burbank focusing
on economic and cultural spheres. Upon
the request of the Mayor, Consul Gen-

eral outlined factors relating to the
cultural, economic, educational, and
scientific life in Armenia and the Ar-
menian community in the U.S. West
Coast. Counselor Varazdat Pahlavuni
from the Consulate General also at-
tended the meeting.

The population of the City of
Burbank is 105,000. It has a sizable
Armenian community. Burbank is
known as the “Media Capital of the
World.” Numerous media and enter-
tainment companies are headquartered
or have production facilities in
Burbank, including Warner Bros. En-
tertainment, The Walt Disney Com-
pany, Nickelodeon Animation Studios,
The Burbank Studios, Cartoon Net-
work Studios, and Insomniac Games.

Peter Balakian and Aram Arkun to Present
“The Ruins of Ani: From Sacred Landscape
to Political Soil”

BELMONT — The National As-
sociation for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) will host a presen-
tation by Dr. Peter Balakian and Aram
Arkun entitled “The Ruins of Ani: From
Sacred Landscape to Political Soil,” on
Thursday, February 27, 2020, at 7:30
p.m., in Batmasian Hall on the third
floor of the new NAASR Vartan
Gregorian Building, 395 Concord Ave.,
Belmont, MA. The program is co-
sponsored by the Tekeyan Cultural
Association Boston Chapter and the
NAASR/Calouste Gulbenkian Founda-
tion Lecture Series on Contemporary
Armenian Issues.

From the tenth to the thirteenth
centuries, the city of Ani was the jewel
of the Armenian kingdom, renowned
far and wide for its magnificent build-
ings. By the fifteenth century, Ani was
virtually abandoned, its stunning build-
ings left to crumble. Yet its ruins have
remained a symbol of cultural accom-
plishment that looms large in the Ar-
menian imagination.

Today, Ani is a popular tourist
site in Turkey, but the city has been
falsified in its presentation by the Turk-
ish government in order to erase Ar-
menian history in the wake of the
Armenian Genocide. Krikor Balakian’s
The Ruins of Ani, first published in
Armenian in 1910 as Nkaragrut‘iwn
Anii aweraknerun and now available in
English, is a unique combination of
history, art criticism, and travel mem-
oir. This timely publication and pro-
gram raise important questions about
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the preservation of major historic
monuments in the face of post atrocity
campaigns of cultural erasure. Balakian
and Arkun served as editor and trans-
lator, respectively, of The Ruins of Ani
(Rutgers Univ. Press).

Dr. Peter Balakian is the Donald
M. and Constance H. Rebar Professor
of the Humanities in the department of
English at Colgate University in
Hamilton, New York. He is the author
of many books, including The Burning
Tigris: The Armenian Genocide and
America’s Response, winner of the
Raphael Lemkin Prize; Black Dog of
Fate, winner of the PEN/Albrand
Award for Memoir; and Ozone Jour-
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Film Screening About Gyumri Family Murder
Draws International Audience

By Christine Aghakhanian

GLENDALE — “About Him: Or
How He Did Not Fear The Bear,” an
internationally acclaimed film written
and directed by Arsen Azatyan and
Nariné Mkrtchyan documenting the
aftermath of the gruesome massacre
of the Avetisyan family, has received
international recognition and will be
screened at the Laemmle theater in
Glendale beginning February 14.

In January of 2015, Russian sol-
dier Valery Permyakov brutally mur-
dered 7 members of the Avetisyan
family in Gyumri, including a 6 month
old infant named Seryozha who was
fatally stabbed in the chest. The Arme-
nian government requested that the
murderer be charged in Armenian court,
but the Russian government declined
and instead convicted him with a lesser
charge and a 10-year prison sentence.

Protesters in Armenia believed
the punishment did not fit the crime
and that justice was not served for the
Avetisyan family. Filmmakers Azatyan
and Mkrtchyan hope to share this im-
portant story of social injustice and the
lack of dignity for the innocent victims
through “About Him” on the world
stage.

The filmreceived critical acclaim
in 2019 at several film festivals, in-
cluding the Rotterdam International
FilmFestival, Eurasia Bridge Yalta In-
ternational Film Festival, Uruguayan
International Film Festival and the
Hainan Island International Film Festi-
val.

“It was our eighth time partici-
pating in the Rotterdam International
Film Festival and we are very grateful
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that there are film festivals like this
which feature art house films,” said
Azatyan and Mkrtchyan. “We have
invitations from many other film festi-
vals and anticipate to receive more
recognition in the near future,” they
added.

Most of the film features re-
enactments by actors, however the
filmmakers used actual footage from
protests that took place on the streets
in Armenia. “The people in Gyumri and
all of Armenia were living in a great
state of shock [after the mass murder]
and our film documents these events.
It is our hope to make the world a
better place through our films,” they
added.

Ticket sales will begin on Febru-
ary 7. For more information, visit:

https://www.laemmle.com/film/
about-him-or-how-he-did-not-fear-
bear#get-tickets

nal, winner of the Pulitzer Prize for
Poetry.

Aram Arkun is the Tekeyan Cul-
tural Association of the United States
and Canada and assistant editor at the
Armenian Mirror-Spectator. He is the
author of numerous academic articles
and book chapters and translations,

and has served as Director of the
Zohrab Center in New York City and
as editor of Ararat Quarterly.

For more information about this
program, contact NAASR at 617-489-
1610 or hq@naasr.org or Tekeyan
Cultural Association at
tcadirector@aol.com.

Senator Anthony J. Portantino Delivers Letter

Continued frompage 1

is the first California International
Trade Desk to be established is a rec-
ognition of the impact of the Velvet
Revolution, the importance of the Cali-
fornia/Armenia relationship and the sig-
nificant presence Diaspora Armenians
have in California.

“It was a tremendous honor to
have had the opportunity to deliver a
personal invitation from Prime Minis-
ter Pashinyan to Governor Newsom. |
was pleased to have first met the Prime
Minister in Yerevan last year, in Los
Angeles and again in New York.
Watching and listening to the genuine,
warm conversation between the Gov-
ernor and the Prime Minister has been
one of the highlights of my time in
office. Having a front row seat for
these important economic and historic
events is a privilege. I am very grateful
to Governor Newsom for his commit-
ment to strengthening our ties with
Armenia and I hope he will one day

take up the offer to visit Armenia in
person like I have,” commented Sena-
tor Portantino.

Inaddition to representing a large
and vibrant Armenian American Com-
munity, Senator Portantino is the Chair
of the State Senate Select Committee
on California Armenia Artsakh Art,
Trade and Cultural Exchange. He has
long-standing positive ties to the Ar-
menian Community. The Governor
has also enjoyed a very positive rela-
tionship with the Armenian Commu-
nity dating back to his time as Mayor
of San Francisco and the Senator looks
forward to continued work to
strengthen the special relationship that
California and Armenia share.

“California and Armenia have so
much in common and we should be doing
everything we can to foster this connec-
tion. The Governor has a long and posi-
tive relationshipwith the Armenian Ameri-
can Community and his efforts to nego-
tiate the MOU are to be commended,”
concluded Senator Portantino.
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