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Armenia to Hold Referendum on
Constitutional Amendments on April 5

YEREVAN — The President of
Armenia Armen Sarkissian has signed
a decree on scheduling the referen-
dum on Constitutional amendments
for April 5.

The decree is based on February
6th decision of the National Assembly
to put the draft amendments to the
Constitution on a referendum and com-
plies with Article 12.1 of the Law on
Referendum.

The decree comes into force the
day after its publication.

Under the proposed amendments,
the Constitutional court’s chairman,
Hrayr Tovmasyan, and six other mem-
bers installed by former Armenian gov-
ernments would be replaced by other

judges to be confirmed by the current
parliament controlled by My Step rul-
ing party.

PM Nikol Pashinyan wrote on
his Facebook page welcoming the
President’s signing.

”We will say ”yes” to the revolu-
tion, to freedom and to bright future on
April 5, and will slam the door in the
face of corruption”, he wrote.

The Central Electoral Commis-
sion of Armenia approved the timetable
of main events for organizing and hold-
ing the referendum on Constitutional
amendments scheduled on April 5.

According to the timetable, the
referendum campaign will launch on
February 17.

FM Mnatsakanyan Presents Reform Process
to EU Ambassadors

YEREVAN -- Foreign Minister
of Armenia Zohrab Mnatsakanyan held
a traditional meeting with the Head of
the EU Delegation to Armenia and the
Ambassadors of the EU member states
accredited in Armenia, reported the
press service of the MFA Armenia.

The interlocutors exchanged
views on challenges and ways to solve
them in the context of global and re-
gional developments.

In the context of Armenia-EU
partnership, the sides referred to the

implementation process of the Arme-
nia EU Comprehensive and Enhanced
Partnership Agreement.

FM Mnatsakanyan presented to
the EU partners the reform process in
Armenia aimed at the development of
democracy, strengthening of rule of
law, establishment of independent ju-
dicial system, and fight against cor-
ruption.

The Armenian Foreign Minister
also presented the recent developments
over Nagorno Karabakh peace process.

King Abdullah of Jordan
In a Historic Visit to Armenia

YEREVAN -- Jordan’s King
Abdullah spoke of similarities between
his country and Armenia, voiced sup-
port for closer bilateral ties and praised
the centuries-old Armenian presence
in the Middle East during an official
visit to Yerevan on Tuesday.

He also called for Armenian sup-
port for his position on the status of
Jerusalem after holding separate talks
with President Armen Sarkissian and
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

Both Armenian leaders described
Abdullah’s first-ever visit to their coun-
try as “historic” during the talks that
seemed to have focused on ways of
boosting Armenian-Jordanian eco-
nomic ties. Sarkissian was satisfied
with the “wonderful discussions with
His Majesty.”

cooperating to capitalize on this prom-
ising potential.”

“Although this is our first official
visit to your beautiful country, we feel
we are among family, and in fact we
are family,” he declared.

Abdullah went on to lavish praise
on Jordan’s Armenian community.
“Thousands of Jordanians trace their
roots back to Armenia,” he said. “They
do honor to both of our countries and
play vital roles in the arts, education,
public service, business and much,
much more. And they form the solid
bedrock on which our friendship con-
tinues to grow and flourish.”

The community mainly consists
of descendants of survivors of the
1915 Armenian genocide in Ottoman
Turkey who had taken refuge in what

“I’m very glad that ... relations
between our countries are reinvigo-
rated and we have already concrete
results,” Pashinyan told the Jordanian
monarch at the start of their meeting.

“Our two countries and peoples
have carved a niche for themselves in
today’s modern world, all the while
remaining true to their identities, their
cultures and faiths,” Abdullah said in a
speech delivered at the presidential
palacein Yerevan later in the day. “And
Jordan, much like Armenia, has made
its human capital the main driver of its
journey towards development. Our
countries have much to gain from

e — -~
PRESS OFFICE OF THE®
GOVERNMENT OF ARMEN]A-
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is now Jordan. Sarkissian stressed
that it was Abdullah’s great-great-
grandfather, Emir Hussein bin Ali of
Mecca, who urged Arabs to shelter
them.

“I would like to bow to the great
memory of your ancestor and your
family and to tell you the thanks from
my nation,” the president told Abdullah.

“Our joint history extends far
beyond that,” the king said for his part.
“Armenians in the Middle East are part
of the oldest Christian community in
the world. They are an integral part of

Continued onpage 4



Massis Weekly

Armenia to Upgrade Meghri Area
Border Crossing with Iran

-

YEREVAN -- The Armenian gov-
ernment has secured over 21 million
euros ($23 million) in funding from
the European Union and the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Devel-
opment (EBRD) for its plans to mod-
ernize and expand Armenia’s sole bor-
der crossing with Iran.

Finance Minister Atom Janju-
ghazian and the head of the EBRD
office in Armenia, Dimitri Gvindadze,
signed on Friday agreements to that
effect at a ceremony in Yerevan.

In a short statement, the Arme-
nian Finance Ministry said EU grants
will make up just over half of the sum
needed for the project’s implementa-
tion. An EBRD loan will presumably
pay the rest of the bill.

The statement did not specify
when work on the new Armenian-

Iranian border facilities, located near
the southeastern town of Meghri, will
start and be completed.

The Meghri checkpoint processes
up to one-third of goods shipped to
and from landlocked Armenia.

Also, Iran is a major trading part-
ner of the South Caucasus state. Ac-
cording to Armenian government data,
Armenian-Iranian trade rose by 12 per-
cent, to $409 million, last year despite
U.S. sanctions imposed on the Islamic
Republic.

Armenia has already rebuilt and
upgraded in recent years its three bor-
der crossings with Georgia, its most
important commercial conduit to the
outside world. The $60 million project
completed in 2017 was mostly financed
by the EU in the form of a loan and a
grant.

Armenia and Jordan Sign
Cooperation Memorandum

il

YEREVAN (Arka)— Armenia’s
Ministry of Economy and the Ministry
of Industry, Trade and Supply of Jor-
dan signed a memorandum of under-
standing in Yerevan today.

Speakingafter the signing ceremony
Armenian Minister of Economy Tigran
Khachatryan said Armenia has adopted
the “open door policy” having removed
obstacles for foreign investors.

He said Armenia’s membership
in the Russia-led Eurasian Economic
Union (EEU) has opened up new op-
portunities for foreign investors as
well, as Armenia offers them a simpli-
fied manner to enter EEU’s 180 mil-
lionth market from the territory of
Armenia. ‘We have introduced an ef-
fective system to promote investment
in areas with export potential,” he said.

The minister noted that the Jorda-
nian partners arrived in Armenia at the
right time, since the government in-
tends to provide all possible assistance
to foreign investors in the implementa-
tion of their creative and production
potential. Khachatryan invited Jorda-
nian businessmen to invest in Armenia.

“I hope that the representatives
of the private sectors of our countries
will reach mutually beneficial agree-
ments. Be sure, the Armenian govern-
ment will firmly support these agree-
ments and our task is that they all
become a reality,” Khachatryan said.

In turn, the Minister of Industry,
Trade and Supply of Jordan, Tariq Al-
Hammuri, noted that his country has a
desire and intention to develop coop-
eration with Armenia. He noted that

February 15, 2020

US Court Denies Turkey’s Request to Drop
Civil Suit by Protesters

WASHINGTON, DC — A U.S.
federal court on Thursday denied
Turkey’s request to drop a civil suit by
protesters who were violently beaten
as they demonstrated during Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s visit
to Washington in 2017, The Hill re-
ported.

The ruling by the Washington
federal court maintained that Turkish
officials’ violent acts against the pro-
testers were not protected under the
Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act.

The protesters, mostly of
Kurdish and Yazidi descent, did not
pose an imminent threat to President
Erdogan, contrary to what Turkey’s
defence argued, U.S. District Judge
Colleen Kollar-Kotelly wrote in her
judgement.

“Turkish security forces chased
and violently physically attacked the
protesters, many of whom had fallen
to the ground and no longer posed a
threat,” the judge wrote.

In May 2017, Turkish authori-
ties and a pro-Erdogan group were
captured on video as they surrounded
and physically assaulted protesters,
including women and elderly men,
punching, kicking and throwing them
to the ground outside the Turkish
ambassador’s residence.

The plaintiffs’ lawyer Doug
Bregman, partner atlaw firm Bregman,
Berbert, Schwartz & Gilday, welcomed
Thursday’s ruling to continue the case
against the Turkish government.

“We are sending a message to
dictators that they cannot do to dem-
onstrators in this country what they do
to dissenters in theirs,” Bregman was
quoted by the Hill as saying.

“President Erdogan and his min-
ions are accustomed to indiscrimi-
nately attacking people across the
world, and of depriving millions of
Turkish citizens of their liberties,”
Andreas Akaras, counsel from
Bregman, Berbert, Schwartz & Gilday
told Ahval.

“Judge Kollar-Kotelly took a close
look at the facts and easily concluded
that Turkey’s claims to sovereign im-
munity are meritless. Our clients were
brutally attacked for exercising their
first amendment rights, but their inju-
ries are now cause for shining a bright
light on the cruel and depraved au-
thoritarian actions of Erdogan and his
regime,” Akaras said.

Federal criminal charges had been
filed against at least a dozen Turkish
officers shortly after the incident, but
the charges were largely dropped in
March 2018, the Hill said.

Armenia’s Gyumri to Send Humanitarian Aid
to Xi’an, China

GYUMRI -- Armenia’s second
city of Gyumri will send medical sup-
plies — masks, gloves, robes, bangles,
etc. — to its sister-city of Xi’an (Sian)
in People’s Republic of China.

The issue was discussed and
approved at the sitting of Gyumri city
Council .

The aid is meant to help the city
protect from coronavirus.

The coronavirus death toll has
passed 1,000.

On Monday, some 103 died in
Hubei province alone, a daily record,
and the national deathtoll isnow 1,016.

Meanwhile, the Armenian com-

munity of Hong Kong and China has
released a touching video to show its
support for China in its battle against
the Novel Coronavirus Pneumonia
(NCP).

The video showcases Armenian
community members, including nu-
merous children, living in various cit-
ies in China sending their encourage-
ments to the Chinese people and au-
thorities, who have taken unprec-
edented steps to stop the virus. The
video, produced in Armenia, also fea-
tures Armenian students studying Chi-
nese at the Confucius Institute in
Yerevan.

this should affect the economic inter-
action of countries in the short and
long term.

Hammouri said there are numer-
ous sectors that Armenia and Jordan
can cooperate, especially in IT. “Ar-
menia is pretty advanced in this area.
Jordan also has serious prospects in
this sector,” he said.

Jordanian Chamber of Commerce
head Al Kabariti said that as business
representatives their mission is to in-
crease the level of economic ties. “Ar-
menia has a very good competitive
arena, particularly agricultural prod-
ucts, we see clear prospects for mak-
ing investments in the tourism sector,”
he said.
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Memorandum of Understanding Signed
Between “Hayastan” All Armenian Fund and
“Health for Armenia”

YEREVAN -- A Memorandum
of Understanding was signed be-
tween “Hayastan” All Armenian Fund
(HAAF) and “Health for Armenia”
foundation to support the imple-
mentation of the healthcare pro-
grams drafted and conducted by the
foundation and to to raise funds for
the implementation of the project
through the HAAF’s crowdfunding
website http://bit.ly/2UtalDO0

The crowdfunding platform
was specifically created to support
this project, as the collected funds
will be directed to its implementa-
tion.

“Health for Armenia” will en-
sure that the doctors and nurses
have a continuous presence in re-
mote optimize all of Armenia’s health
care system (e.g. empowering and
enhancing the scope of practice of
nurses). In partnership with the
Ministry of Health, “Health for Ar-
menia” will be scaled to cover all
areas of Armenia with lack of basic
health providers.

To note, “Hayastan” All Arme-

nian Fund has implemented numer-
ous healthcare projects. There are
75 medical centers constructed or
renovated by the HAAF. Since 2015
“Hayastan” All Armenian fund and
Armenia Fund US have been
partnering with the “Adventist
Health Glendale” medical team to
organize their visit to Armenia
aimed at improving the local
healthcare sector. During these
villages and towns, allowing them
to develop relationships with the
local community and creating a sus-
tainable model of high quality
healthcare throughout Armenia.
Through this program, the Diaspora
will have the opportunity to engage
in the strengthening of rural medi-
cine in Armenia, while remote areas
of Armenia will be fertile grounds
for innovative ideas that will trans-
form and years, thousands of con-
sultations and surgeries have been
performed and modern medical
equipment and medicine have been
provided to the hospitals of Arme-
nia and Artsakh.

State Senator Scott Wilk
Announces Scholarships for
Armenian Genocide Awareness Efforts

SACRAMENTO — State Sena-
tor Scott Wilk, R-Santa Clarita, an-
nounced Tuesday that the California
Armenian Legislative Caucus is set
to hold two different scholarship con-
tests for the 2020 commemoration
of the Armenian Genocide.

California high school students
in grades 9-12 are invited to partici-
pate in both an essay contest and a
visual arts contest to help “increase
greater awareness of the Armenian
Genocide on its anniversary,” ac-
cording to officials.

In both categories, first place is
set to receive $1,000, second place
is set to receive $750 and third place
is set to receive $500, according to
state officials.

The California Armenian Legis-
lative Caucus is set to contact win-
ners directly and announce their
names on April 16, according to of-
ficials.

“In addition to the scholarships,
the winners will also receive a trip to
Sacramento for a press conference,
where they will be acknowledged by

the California Armenian Legislative
Caucus during the Caucus’ annual
Armenian Advocacy Day on April
27,” reads a statement from Wilk’s
office.

Original artwork is set to be
requested from visual arts applicants
for display in the California State
Capitol if they are selected as a final-
ist, according to officials.

The submission deadline for both
contests is scheduled for April 6.

NAASR Announces Winners Of
Sona Aronian Armenian Studies Book Prizes

BELMONT -- The National As-
sociation for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) is pleased to an-
nounce the winners of the 2019 Dr.
Sona Aronian Book Prizes for Excel-
lence in Armenian Studies: Prof. Tamar
M. Boyadjian for The City Lament:
Jerusalem Across the Medieval
Mediterranean (Cornell Univ. Press)
and Prof. Jennifer M. Dixon for Dark
Pasts: Changing the State’s Story in
Turkey and Japan (Cornell Uniyv.
Press); and Prof. Peter Balakian and
Aram Arkun for the translation of Krikor
Balakian’s The Ruins of Ani (Rutgers
Univ. Press).

NAASR’s Aronian Book Prizes
were established in 2014 by the late
Dr. Aronian and Dr. Geoffrey Gibbs,
to be awarded annually to outstanding
scholarly works in the English lan-
guage in the field of Armenian Studies
and translations from Armenian into
English. The 2019 awards are for
books published in 2018.

Boyadjian, Assistant Professor
of Medieval Literature at Michigan
State University, and Dixon, Associ-
ate Professor of Political Science at
Villanova University, were named as
co-winners for their monographs,
each of which, coincidentally, was
published by Cornell University
Press.

Dixon’s Dark Pasts analyzes the
trajectories over the past sixty years
of Turkey’s narrative of the Arme-
nian Genocide and Japan’s narrative
of the Nanjing Massacre, while
Boyadjian’s The City Lament focuses
on elegies and other expressions of
loss that address the spiritual and
strategic objective of the early Cru-
sades—i.e., Jerusalem—through read-
ings of city laments in the English,
French, Latin, Arabic, and Armenian
literary traditions.

Via email, Prof. Dixon com-
mented: “I am thrilled and honored to
have my book recognized as a co-
recipient of the 2019 Dr. Sona Aronian
Book Prize for Excellence in Armenian
Studies. I am deeply grateful for the
recognition of my work by NAASR,
and I am happy that, in spite of its
comparative nature, my book is being
recognized for its contribution to Ar-
menian Studies. | am particularly ap-
preciative of Marc Mamigonian’s
long interest in and encouragement of
my work, and of the feedback, in-
sights, and connections gleaned from
NAASR, where I presented an early
version of my work and attended aca-
demic talks during the three years I
was a fellow at the Kennedy School.
I benefitted from the interactions and
feedback at NAASR, so it is especially
gratifying to have my book honored
with this award.”

Prof. Boyadjian conveyed that
she is “deeply honored by the 2019 Dr.
Sona Aronian NAASR book prize in
excellence in Armenian Studies,” and
explained that “for over a decade the
subject of medieval lamentation has
been on my mind. The idea for this
book came from the desire to under-
stand how other cultures translated
the loss of their land and spaces deemed
sacred to them. As someone whose
grandparents survived the Armenian

_
—

Genocide, and who along with my
parents were forcefully deported from
their homes, I started to examine more
closely what it meant in the medieval
Mediterranean world to mourn the loss
of fallen cities—to lose the place one
called ‘home.” 1 came to find that
despite differences, many ethno-reli-
gious groups reflected on this matter
in similar ways in their literary tradi-
tions. I am indebted to the continuous
support and encouragement of my fam-
ily, friends, and colleagues, without
whom this book would not be pos-
sible.”

Balakian, the Donald M. and
Constance H. Rebar Professor of
the Humanities at Colgate Univer-
sity, and Arkun, Executive Direc-
tor of the Tekeyan Cultural Asso-
ciation and assistant editor at
the Armenian Mirror-Spectator,
were recognized for their efforts as
editor and translator of The Ruins
of Ani, which was first published in
1910 in Armenian as Nkaragrut'iwn
Anii aweraknerun. The Ruins of
Ani combines the genres of his-
tory, art criticism, and travel mem-
oir in looking at the medieval Arme-
nian capital of Ani almost on the
eve of the Armenian Genocide; more
than a century later, the city’s his-
tory has been falsified in its presen-
tation by the Turkish government
as part of its campaign of denial
and erasure of Armenian history.

Prof. Balakian remarked that “it’s
an honor to receive the Aronian Prize
given by NAASR—book prizes matter
because they remind the wider world
that artistic and intellectual work mat-
ter, that books and works of imagina-
tion are the center of any culture’s
communal life. Without literature, art
productions, and scholarship there is
no glue to keep a culture cohesive and
vital, to keep a culture—a culture.”
Aram Arkun observed that “NAASR
and the Aronian Prize are playing an
important role in supporting intellec-
tual work in a period where social
media seem to have taken first place in
the attention of many in the West and
in the Armenian community as well.
The extended work of research and
writing on Armenian history and cul-
ture must continue so that there is a
reliable and perpetually renewed foun-
dation for popularized transmission of
knowledge.”

In announcing the Aronian
Awards, NAASR Director of Academic
Affairs Marc A. Mamigonian noted
that Boyadjian’s and Dixon’s books,
while not focusing solely on Armenian

Continued onpage 4
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"Faith & Love-Mission to Artsakh" Lecture
Presentations by Siobhan Nash-Marshall

PASADENA — On Friday, Feb-
ruary 21st and Sunday, February 23rd,
the Christians In Need Foundation
(CINF) and Ararat Foundation will
hold two lecture presentations by
Siobhan Nash-Marshall organized with
the help of the Armenian Cilicia Evan-
gelical Church-Pasadena, ARPA Insti-
tute, American-Armenian Family As-
sociation, INC., & Mashdots College:

“Faith & Love — Mission to
Artsakh” on Feb. 21st at 7:30 pm at the
Armenian Cilicia Evangelical Church
@ 339 S. Santa Anita Ave., Pasadena,
CA91107.

“Faith In Artsakh — Protecting
the Borders of the West” on Feb. 23rd
at 2:00pm at the Merdinian School’s
Aram & Anahis D. Boulghourjian Hall
@ 13330 Riverside Dr., Sherman
Oaks, CA 91403.

Siobhan Nash-Marshall is the
Vice-President of the Christians In
Need Foundation (CINF), a non-profit
organization that has been serving
Christian communities throughout the
Middle and Near East since its found-
ing in 2014. In 2017, at the request of
the Artsakh government, CINF sent its
first American educators to Artsakh to
lead courses in English, Logic, and
Ethics. An experienced educator,
Siobhan Nash-Marshall holds the Mary
T. Clark Chair of Christian Philosophy
at Manhattanvile College where she
personally trained 2017 American
teachers. Since then, CINF’s Artsakh
initiative has grown from a handful of
students to almost 300 in 2019. In
2020, CINF’s courses will again grow,
this time to include vocational courses
taught by Italian master craftsmen.
2020 courses will begin this coming
March.

CINF’s programs in Artsakh have

been incredibly successful. The
Artsakhtsi general public, educators,
and government officials have all
praised CINF’s courses and other
initiatives. In the words of the Rector
of Mesrob Mashtots University in
Stepanakert, “It is beyond doubt that
the activity that CINF caries out in
Artsakh brings only positive results to
the life and development of Artsakh
people.” CINF is officially partnered
with the major universities in
Stepanakert as well as several Artsakh
Ministries, committed to working with
the Artsakhtsi.

“Faith & Love — Mission to
Artsakh” and “Faith In Artsakh — Pro-
tecting the Borders of the West” will
discuss these activities and more. Most
importantly, the presentation will fo-
cus upon the importance of Artsakh
and why we must make every effort to
defend it.

Admission to the event is free of
charge and the public is encouraged to
attend this very interesting lecture pre-
sentation. Refreshments will be of-
fered after the presentations. For more
information contact 1-818-303-5566.

King Abdullah of Jordan

Continued frompage 1

our region’s past ... and we look to
work with you to make sure they
continue to play such a role in shaping
its present and creating its bright fu-
ture.”

In that context, Abdullah pointed
to the existence of an ancient Arme-
nian quarter in Jerusalem and his reli-
gious custodianship of the city’s Mus-
lim, Armenian and other Christian
worship sites.

“Preserving the city’s identity
and its legal status, as well as the

historic status quo in relation to holy
sites, Islamic and Christian alike, is
going to be key,” he said. “So we look
to Christian leaders and friends like
you and around the world to work with
us in safeguarding Jerusalem as a uni-
fying city of peace.”

Jordan is reportedly concerned
about an Israeli-Palestinian peace plan
put forward by the United States.
Amman has been particularly sensitive
to any changes of status in Jerusalem
after U.S. President Donald Trump’s
decision to recognize it as Israel’s
capital.

NAASR Announces Winners

Continued frompage 3

subject matter, “both serve to help
extend the parameters of what Ar-
menian Studies can be, and do so in
ways that are, I think, consistent
with what we might call the best
traditions of the field.” He added
that “it was very much the hope of
the late Dr. Aronian that the prize will
serve as an encouragement to trans-
lators making available works of Ar-
menian literature and scholarship for
an English-language readership, and

Balakian and Arkun have performed
a great service in making Bishop
Balakian’s work accessible to non-
Armenian readers.”

The 2020 Aronian Prizes will be
announced later this year. Authors or
publishers wishing to submit books
for consideration may contact NAASR
Director of Academic Affairs Marc A.
Mamigonian at marc@naasr.org.““For
more information, contact NAASR at
395 Concord Avenue, Belmont, MA
02478, 1-617-489-1610,
or hq@naasr.org.

Taner Akcam to Discuss New Research on
Genocidal Decision-Making

BELMONT — The National As-
sociation for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) will present a lec-
ture by Prof. Taner Ak¢am entitled
“When Was the Decision to Annihilate
the Armenians Taken?” on Thursday,
February 20, 2020, at 7:30 p.m., in
Batmasian Hall on the third floor of the
new NAASR Vartan Gregorian Build-
ing, 395 Concord Ave., Belmont, MA.
A reception will follow the program in
the Shahinian Solarium.

In this presentation of recent re-
search, Taner Ak¢am argues that docu-
ments from the Ottoman archives in
Istanbul indicate that first decision to
exterminate Armenians was taken on
December 1, 1914, well before most
scholars have thought. Another docu-
ment, a letter by Bahaettin S akir, one
of the main architects of the Armenian
Genocide, written on March 3, 1915,
says that the Central Committee of
Union and Progress had decided to
exterminate the Armenians, giving the
government wide authority to imple-
ment this plan. Doubt has been case on
the authenticity of this letter and most
researchers have ignored it.

Drawing on these newly available
Ottoman documents, Akgam presents
the case that we must reconsider the
question of the decision(s) for the exter-

mination of Armenians and will attempt
to shed new light on the decision-making
process, its chronology, and the role of
governors in its implementation.

Taner Ak¢am holds the Robert
Aram and Marianne Kaloosdian and
Stephenand Marian Mugar Chairholder
in Armenian Genocide Studies at Clark
University. His book publications in-
clude A Shameful Act: The Armenian
Genocide and the Question of Turkish
Responsibility, The Young Turks’
Crime Against Humanity: The Arme-
nian Genocide and Ethnic Cleansing in
the Ottoman Empire, and Killing Or-
ders: Talat Pasha’s Telegrams and the
Armenian Genocide.

Genocide Education Workshop
for Fresno Teachers

FRESNO - The Genocide Edu-
cation Project, in partnership with
Fresno Unified School District, the
Armenian Genocide Commemorative
Committee, Fresno, and Fresno edu-
cator and Holocaust education special-
ist, Hillary Levine, provided a day-long
workshop for Fresno’s middle and
high school social studies teachers.

Fresno Unified’s Superintendent,
Bob Nelson and Stephen Ruiz, History/
Social Sciences Manager welcomed
teachers and emphasized the district’s
commitment to provide professional
development that helps teachers and
students better understand Fresno’s
diverse communities and the histories
that brought them.

GenEd’s Education Director,
Sara Cohan, presented foundational
education about the definition and
stages of genocide, Armenian civili-
zation and history, including the Ar-
menian Genocide, the geopolitical,
economic, and social contextin which
it was perpetrated, its role as the

prototype for modern-era genocide,
its consequences and the ongoing
Turkish denial.

Aligned with California’s History-
Social Science educational framework
and Fresno’s Instructional Practice
Guide protocols, the workshop intro-
duced print, video, and web-based
approaches to teaching about geno-
cide, with particular focus on the Ar-
menian Genocide and the Holocaust,
two seminal cases through which im-
portant parallels and universal lessons
are learned.

Hillary Levine educator and Ho-
locaust specialist, introduced a variety
of resources for teaching about the
Holocaust, including oral histories of
survivors and the educational project
called “Violins of Hope,” a collection
of violins, violas, and cellos rescued
from the Holocaust and restored.

Levine and Cohan also led an
interactive session during which teach-
ers prepared presentations utilizing the
Ten Stages of Genocide.
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