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Cordially invites you to

Benetitting the

Sunday

March 22, 2020
Starting at 10:30 am

AEBU CENTER

1060 North Allen Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91104

To Reserve your tickets please call

6263447321

or

8182810351

ARMENIAN EDUCATIONAL BENEVOLENT UNION
ZU34yuyuu yrreuyYUuL FUsrURMLUUL UkNRREUL

AEBU Scholarship Fund

((-/j////(ff(’r"//;‘fff/ l/lf/ ':.4.‘//";:!1//{.//;/2 ez ( ’{?(.f;/./;f’(r . ../;}f(}fu‘

Donation $50
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Yes, I wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 * $100,00 (first class) for USA
$ 125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.
$ 250,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.

Name:
Address:
City: -—----—-—-- State:--------- Zip Code:------
Country: -——---—————--
Tel: Email:
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MUNICH — Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan once again
reaffirmed that Nagorno Karabakh has
never been a part of independent state
of Azerbaijan.

Participating at a panel discus-
sion on the Nagorno Karabakh conflict
together with Azerbaijani President
Ilham Aliyev on the sidelines of the
Munich Security Conference, the Ar-
menian PM said he sees a necessity for
new ideas for the negotiations of re-
solving the conflict.

“Nagorno-Karabakh is part of
Azerbaijan, this is the historical truth
and ... the territorial integrity is recog-
nized by the whole world, and Nagorno-
Karabakh is an integrated part of our
country,” Aliyev said.

“Over the past25 years, 30 years,
we are repeating every time the same
thing,” responded Pashinyan. “And ’'m
afraid that the international commu-
nity is tired of hearing the same thing,
and I think we need to bring some new
ideas. And when | became Prime Min-
ister of Armenia through the peaceful,
Velvet, democratic Revolution, I un-
derstood that it isn’t possible to solve
this conflict with one or two steps”

Commenting on Aliyev’s “over-
view” of history, Pashinyan said there
was no need to go so far into the
history. “I would ask President Aliyev
not to go so far into the history be-
cause when Armenian King Tigran the

Pashinyan and Aliyev Debate in Munich:
“Nagorno Karabakh Has Never Been Part of Independent Azerbaijan”
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Great was negotiating with Pompey, a
Roman military leader, there wasn’t
any country in the South Caucasus and
around the world in general named
Azerbaijan. So I don’t think that it is
right to go so far because I can go even
further and start from for example 400
BC, but I wouldn’t do that because 1
don’t think that it is right way to go”,
he said.

Pashinyan said that the Cauca-
sian Bureau decided for Karabakh to be
a part of Armenia and this was totally
a lawful decision. “And after that,
according to the personal initiative of
Joseph Stalin this decision changed in
Moscow. It was like a plot between
Stalin, Lenin and Ataturk. Karabakh
has never been a part of independent

state of Azerbaijan. Karabakh was put
into Azerbaijan only in the process of
forming the Soviet Union. And when
we are speaking about territorial integ-
rity, we should decide about which
country territorial integrity we are
speaking. My question is that if
Azerbaijan respected territorial integ-
rity of the Soviet Union, becoming
independent country, as Azerbaijan left
the Soviet Union in the same way as
Nagorno Karabakh left the Soviet
Union. You can say that I am now
speaking about the country that doesn’t
exist, meaning the Soviet Union, but
the Soviet Republic which contained
Nagorno Karabakh, also doesn’t exist,
there is no Soviet Republic, Soviet
Socialist Republic of Azerbaijan, and

that is truth. And like Azerbaijan
gained independence from the So-
viet Union, in the same way
Nagorno Karabakh gained indepen-
dence both from the Soviet Union
and from Soviet Azerbaijan”,
Pashinyan said.

Commenting on Aliyev’s state-
ments on Khojaly events, the Arme-
nian PM reminded that in the mid-
90s former president of Azerbaijan
Ayaz Mutalibov in one of his inter-
views to a Russian newspaper stated
that the provocation in Khojaly was
organized by the Azerbaijani opposi-
tion to withdraw him from power.
“And this happened actually because
as a result of that event Ayaz
Mutalibov was removed from the
post of President of Azerbaijan”,
Pashinyan said.

As for the UN Security Council
resolutions, Pashinyan said the gen-
eral meaning of these documents was
to unconditionally and immediately
establish ceasefire, stop any violence
and military actions. “And if we will
look at the UN Security Council Reso-
lution 884, we will see that it is
written there that Azerbaijan violated
the ceasefire andas aresult Azerbaijan
lost territories. And first of all it is
Azerbaijan that didn’t keep the con-
ditions of the UN Security Council
document. And this is very impor-
tant to state”, Nikol Pashinyan said.

30th Anniversary of Baku Pogroms
Commemorated in Nation’s Capitol

WASHINGTON, D.C. -Tomark
the 30th anniversary of the violent
pogroms against Armenians in Baku,
the Congressional Armenian Caucus
held a commemorative event on Feb.
12 in the Capitol with the participation
of Armenian advocacy groups, com-
munity leaders and supporters.

Keynote speaker Anna
Astvatsaturian Turcotte, an author,
human rights activist and survivor
of the Baku pogroms discussed the
importance of remembering the

tragic events which displaced thou-
sands of Armenians in Baku30 years
ago, igniting a movement of xeno-
phobia against Armenians which still
exists today in Azerbaijan.

She drew a parallel between the
atrocities committed against Armenians
during the Genocide and compared it
to the pogroms of Baku and Sumgayit
as a way of history repeating itself and
the victims being voiceless in a time of

Continued onpage 4

Meeting PM Pashinyan Chancellor Angela
Merkel Hails Deepening Ties With Armenia

BERLIN — German Chancellor
Angela Merkel hailed Germany’s in-
creased cooperation with Armenia and
significant changes in the South
Caucasus state when she met with
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan in Ber-
lin on Thursday.

It was their third meeting in 18
months. Merkel noted with satisfac-
tion that German-Armenian relations
have “intensified” since her previous
talks with Pashinyan held in August
2018 in Yerevan and in February 2019
in Berlin.

PRESS OFFICE OF THE
GOVERNMENT:OF ARMFNIA
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“We will continue to talk today
about deepening bilateral relations,”
she said in a statement to the press
made at the start of their latest meet-
ing.

Merkel stressed that “a lot has
changed in Armenia” since Pashinyan
swept to power in the “Velvet Revolu-
tion” of April-May 2019.

“There is a parliamentary de-
mocracy, elections have been held,
and there is also a major renewal pro-

Continued onpage 3
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Syrian Parliament Adopts Resolution
Recognizing the Armenian Genocide
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DAMASCUS — The Syrian par-
liament voted today to adopt a resolu-
tion recognizing and condemning the
Armenian Genocide, committed by the
government of the Ottoman Empire,
Armenpress reported.

The motion was included in
the agenda by the Syria-Armenia
parliamentary friendship group. The
Parliament’s Secretary Rami Saleh
was earlier quoted by Ahval News
as saying that “the history of the
Ottoman Empire is full of massa-
cres of various components of the
Armenian, Syrian peoples and oth-
ers.”

The website quoted the head of
the Council’s Arab and Foreign Affairs
and Expatriates Committee, MP

Boutros Morjana as saying: “There is
no doubt that the massacre certainly
occurred and there was a genocide of
the Armenian, Assyrian and Syriac
peoples. It is time to recognize this
genocide.”

Syrian Ambassador to Armenia
Mohammed Hajj Ibrahim noted the
importance of adopting the resolution,
saying of Arab countries so far only
Lebanon has recognized the Armenian
Genocide. He said by recognizing the
Armenian genocide Syria will make its
contribution to the prevention of such
crimes in the future.

“The heirs of those who commit-
ted the Armenian Genocide, are com-
mitting the same crime today against
the people of Syria,” he said.

Jewish Press: Turkey Working to Take Over
Armenian Quarter in Jerusalem’s Old City

Turkey has been con-
ducting extensive ac-

and has specifically |
been targeting the Ar-
menian and Christian [
Quarters, the Jewish |
Press reports.

The residents
told about the efforts
of Turkish officials
who try to persuade
them to deny the Ar- EEEEi
menian Genocide carried out by the
Turks 100 years ago. They also try to
acquire the property of the local Chris-
tians.

One of the locals told about a
Turkish official, who offered the fam-
ily of Kahabadijan that possesses a
unique collection of thousands of pho-
tos and documents about the Armenian
Genocide, to stop their activities and
refrain from the spread of the photos
and documents.

The Kahabadijans devoted their
lives to the illustration of the Arme-
nians massacres by Turks and have
produced several short films about
the topic. Ilya Kahabadijan, whose
grandfather is a genocide survivor,
told that after just 40 minutes after the
start of the meeting with the Turkish
official, he understood that his goal
was to persuade him to stop his ac-
tivities. Ilya emphasized that the Turk-
ish official did not threaten him, and
added, “I showed him the exit and he
understood that the Armenian com-
munity is ready to pursue the issue of
the Armenian Genocide until the end”.
He added that they will wait for an-

other 100 years but will not abandon
the demand on restitution until they
achieve a treaty like Israel signed with
Germany.

Turkish efforts to persuade Ar-
menians include also financial grants.
Some locals tell that in the recent
period the Turkish government of-
fered a number of grants of 3 thou-
sand USD for various needs, but all of
their offers were denied by the Arme-
nians, who say that “these are grants
for keeping us silent”. The extermina-
tion of Armenians was a pre-planned
and organized genocide, which was
carried out by the Ottoman Empire
during the years of WWI and even
until 1923. 1.5 million of Armenians
fell victim of this crime against hu-
manity.

The Jewish Press also informs
that months ago the residents of the
Armenian community were shocked
by the fact that one of the houses in the
district was sold to a Muslim with a
price 3 times higher its market price.
The investigation showed that Turkey
sponsored the purchase of Armenian
real estate.

Telethon 2019:

February 22, 2020

Donations Reaching $11,155,985

YEREVAN — 3 months after the
Telethon, the flow of donations con-
tinues, with the total reaching
$11,155,985 as of February 12th 2020.
Since the beginning of December, the
pledges have increased by $ 920,138
Most of these funds are already been
transferred into the bank accounts of
the “Hayastan” All Armenian Fund and
its affiliate organizations.

This year an unprecedented num-
ber of people participated in the all-
Armenian fundraising, with 10,000
individuals and organizations from
Armenia and Artsakh alone. Given the
number of people involved in those
organizations, the actual participation
rate is much higher. Around 25,000
people from the Diaspora contributed
to the Fund. According to the Fund’s
new mission, emphasis is placed on
participation, hence this year’s num-
bers are very encouraging. We are
grateful to each and every donor. To-
gether we will create a stronger home-
land.

As for online donations, the glo-
bal network of the Armenian Fund has
5,000 online donors (1,550 of them are
registered on the website of Armenia
Fund, Inc. Los Angeles) with $560,000
annual total donations. In total around
1,938 of them joined our innovative
recurring donation system, supporting
the idea of #OneCupofCoffee”.

Incidentally, several public fig-
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ures from both Armenia and the
Diaspora joined the
#ArmeniaFundChallenge, among them
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, RA
National Assembly Speaker, National
Assembly Deputy Speakers, Serge
Tankian, Alexis Ohanian, Erik Esrailian,
Vahe Berberian, Iveta Mukuchyan,
Khoren Levonyan and others. The slo-
gan of the 22nd annual Telethon was
“Tomy beloved Armenia ... Water and
Sun for Communities”. Consequently,
the funds raised will mainly be spent
on the installation of potable water
systems and solar panels in Artsakh

and some regions of Armenia.
skeskosk

The mission of the Hayastan All-
Armenian Fund is to create an All
Armenian network with a sole purpose
of ensuring the proportional and sus-
tainable development of Armenia,
Artsakh as well as worldwide Arme-
nian communities, based on common
identity.

Ambassador Armen Baibourtian
Keynote Speaker at West Los Angeles
Chamber of Commerce Event

LOS ANGELES — On Febru-
ary 5, Consul General of Armenia in
Los Angeles Ambassador Armen
Baibourtian attended as a keynote
speaker the West Los Angeles
Chamber of Commerce event, dedi-
cated to expanding Armenia-Los
Angeles commercial relations and tap-
ping on the Chamber’s potential for
advancing those ties. Ambassador
Baibourtian started with describing the
strategic location of Armenia at the
crossroads between Europe and Asia.

He presented opportunities for
investing in Armenia and relevant sec-
tors of its economy. He also outlined
in detail the benefits of trading with
Armenia, listing a wide range of Arme-
nian products. Dr. Baibourtian spoke
about Armenia as an attractive tourism
destination.

The Consul General addressed

another dimension of cooperation with
Los Angeles —the advantage of having
a large Armenian community in Los
Angeles. An agreement was reached to
organize another event focusing on
presentation of Armenian wines in the
Southern California market.

The West Los Angeles Chamber
of Commerce was founded in 1945.
Since 1993, it has expanded its opera-
tions to include several other agencies,
making it the largest in the field by size
and influence in one of the richest
areas of Los Angeles. The West Los
Angeles Chamber of Commerce has
now a membership of more than 2150
business organizations from Western
Los Angeles and surrounding areas.
The organization is expanding now its
operation to meet the needs of large
communities of Los Angeles also hav-
ing Armenia among others in its plans.
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Taner Akcam’s Books on Armenian Genocide
Published in Arabic
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YEREVAN -Turkish historian
Taner Akcam’s books on the Arme-
nian Genocide — “A Shameful Act: The
Armenian Genocide and the Question
of Turkish Responsibility” and the Kill-
ing Orders ...Talat Pasha’s Telegrams
and the Armenian Genocide”, have
been translated, published in Arabic
and now are available to a broad audi-
ence.

Translator Kivork Khatoun
Wanes, who is from Syria, has Arme-
nian origins, but currently lives in Bel-
gium, told Armenpress that the most
important motive behind the transla-
tion of these books was the enrich-
ment of the Arab Library on this sub-
ject which is rarely known to the Arab
readers in addition to the courage,
credibility, objectivity and impartiality
of the writer.

“A Shameful Act: The Armenian
Genocide and the Question of Turkish
Responsibility” was published in Au-
gust 2017, and the second one in Sep-
tember 2019 in Lebanonby Dar Alfarabi
international alliance of independent
publishers. These two books are avail-
able online via the following websites:
www.neelwafurat.com,
www.Jamalon.com.

“At the beginning of 1915, under
the cover of the World War I, a whole
nation was deliberately killed. More
than one million Armenians lost their

lives as a result of massacres, forced
deportation and starvation. Although
many countries and historians accept
the deliberate plan to kill the Armenian
people, the Turkish authorities still
deny that this shameful act has taken
place.

In this amazing work Turkish
historian Taner Akcam deeply and thor-
oughly examines this deliberate action
carried out by the Ottoman govern-
ment relying mainly on the Ottoman
sources, such as military notes, court
hearings, parliamentary protocols and
reports. In this work Taner Akcam
explores the plan of extermination and
its implementation by the state agen-
cies, the army and the ruling party”,
the translator said in the summary of
the book “A Shameful Act”.

In the summary of the book “Kill-
ing Orders”, Kivork Khatoun Wanes
says: “In this work Akcam, who was
called the “Sherlock Holmes of Arme-
nian Genocide” in New York, presents
the telegrams existing in the memoirs
of Naim Efendi up to the smallest
details and compares them with the
thousands of documents received from
the Ottoman archives (coding meth-
ods, signatures of Aleppo governor,
telegram dates, mentioned people and
events)”.

The Killing Orders is also avail-
able in French.

Meeting PM Pashinyan

Continued frompage 1

cess ... for example in the legal sys-
tem,” she said. “We naturally hope that
Armenia will be very successful here
because that’s not an easy process.”

“We are therefore very happy
about your courage and your determi-
nation to follow this path,” she told
Pashinyan.

“Germany is a close friend and
partner of Armenia and we feel the
power of that friendship in both emo-
tional and practical senses,” Pashinyan
said for his part. “Germany is one of
the powerful bridges connecting Ar-
menia to the European Union, Euro-
pean civilization and culture.”

The Armenian leader went on to
thank Germany as well as the EU for
their “moral, political technical and
financial assistance” to ongoing re-
forms announced by his administra-
tion. He said he will discuss his “re-
form agenda” with Merkel.

An Armenian government state-

ment issued after the talks said Merkel
promised continued German assistance
to “democratic reforms” in Armenia.
It said Pashinyan briefed her on his
political team’s controversial decision
to hold on April 5 a referendum on
dismissing seven of the nine members
of Armenia’s Constitutional Court.

Economic issues were also high
on the agenda of the talks, according
to the statement. Pashinyan was re-
ported to urge German companies to
invest in various sectors of the Arme-
nian economy.

Germany is already Armenia’s
number one European Union donor
and trading partner. It has provided the
South Caucasus nation with hundreds
of millions euros in aid and low-inter-
est loans since the 1990s. German-
Armenian trade rose by over 4 percent,
to $451 million, last year, according to
official Armenian statistics.

In her public remarks, Merkel said
she will also discuss with Pashinyan the
unresolved Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

Mehmet Polatel to Discuss Hamidian
Massacres And Land Reform
at Ararat-Eskijian Museum

MISSION HILLS — Dr. Mehmet
Polatel, currently a Postdoctoral Re-
search Fellow at the USC Shoah Foun-
dation, will give a lecture on Sunday,
February 23, 2020, at 4:00 p.m., en-
titled “The Hamidian Massacres and
the Armenian Land Question in the
Late Ottoman Empire,” at the Ararat-
Eskijian Museum, Sheen Chapel, 15105
Mission Hills Road, Mission Hills, CA
91345. This program is co-sponsored
by the Ararat-Eskijian Museumand the
National Association for Armenian
Studies and Research (NAASR).

In the 1910s, the Armenian land
question, which referred to the ques-
tion of what would happen to the
seized properties of Armenians, was
one of the most debated topics in the
Ottoman Empire. This talk explores
the emergence and transformation of
this social problem based on the Arme-
nian, British and Ottoman sources.
Scrutinizing the changes in the char-
acteristics of actors involved in the
seizure of Armenian properties, and
the scale and geographical distribution
of these seizures in the period between
the mid-19th century and 1908,
Mehmet Polatel argues that the demo-
graphic policies of the Hamidian era
and the massacres of the 1890s radi-
cally transformed the nature of land
conflicts concerning Armenians.

Dr. Mehmet Polatel is a

postdoctoral research fellow at the
USC Shoah Foundation Center for
Advanced Genocide Research. He re-
ceived his PhD degree from Bogazici
University in Istanbul with his disser-
tation focusing on the emergence and
transformation of the Armenian land
question in the late Ottoman Empire.
His main research interests are state-
society relations, socioeconomic his-
tory, Armenian Genocide, and dispos-
session of Armenians. He has co-
authored a book with Ugur U. Ungér
entitled Confiscation and Destruction:
Y oung Turk Seizure of Armenian Prop-
erties (Bloomsbury, 2011) and pub-
lished several articles and book chap-
ters on the Hamidian massacres, land
question, and the Armenian genocide.

Panel on “Bilingualism: Challenges and
Benefits of Learning and Living in Multiple
Worlds” at Harvard

CAMBRIDGE, MA — A panel
discussion entitled “Bilingualism: Chal-
lenges and Benefits of Learning and
Living in Multiple Worlds,” on Thurs-
day, March 5, 2020, at 7:30 p.m. at
Harvard University, Science Center,
Auditorium A, 1 Oxford Street, Cam-
bridge, MA.

This program is presented by the
NAASR/Calouste Gulbenkian Founda-
tion Lecture Series on Contemporary
Armenian Issues and is co-sponsored
by St. Stephen’s Armenian Elemen-
tary School and the Harvard Armenian
Student Association. It is free and
open to the public.

Parents in diasporic communi-
ties routinely grapple with the chal-
lenge of carving out time for their
children to engage with and experience
their ancestral cultures. This panel
discussion will discuss the value of
bilingual education, looking at experi-
ences of other ethnic communities in
the U.S. and around the world, with a
particular focus on the specificities of
the Armenian experience, including the
special challenges facing Western Ar-
menian, which has been classified as
an “endangered language,” the fruitful

cohabitation of Western and Eastern
Armenian, and the specific challenges
of researching and teaching the Arme-
nian language.

The discussion will be led by
moderator Dr. Anna Ohanyan (Rich-
ard B. Finnegan Distinguished Profes-
sor of Political Science and Interna-
tional Relations, Stonehill College) and
will feature Dr. Lisa Gulesserian (Pre-
ceptor on Armenian Studies, Harvard
University), Dr. Vartan Matiossian
(Executive Director, Eastern Prelacy
of the Armenian Church), and Dr.
Maria Luisa Parra-Velasco (Senior
Preceptor in Romance Languages and
Literatures, Harvard University).

In recognition of the increased
attention to these and related issues,
portions of the St. Stephen’s Arme-
nian Elementary School documentary
ArmenianBilingualismin America: Pre-
serving Language & Identity will be
shown and copies of the volume West-
ern Armenian in the 21st Century:
Challenges and New Approaches, ed-
ited by Bedross Der Matossian and
Barlow Der Mugrdechian, published
by the Society for Armenian Studies,
will be available for purchase.

The Armenian government statement on
the talks made no mention of the conflict.
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
also met with President of the German
Bundestag Wolfgang Schiuble in Ber-
lin on the sidelines of his working visit.
the PM’s Office told Armenpress.

The Bundestag President wel-
comed the Armenian PM’s visit and
praised the fact that the promise made
in the same period of last year has been
fulfilled as Bundestag has ratified the
Armenia-EU Comprehensive and En-
hanced Partnership Agreement (CEPA).
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The FAR Parakar School In Armenia Is A
Safe And Loving Haven For Children With
Disabilities

BY FLORENCE AVAKIAN

PARAKAR — I love doing ev-
erything with soil and gardening, and I
cannot wait to graduate and go back to
my village to work in the orchards,”
says Aramayis.

“I dream of becoming a singer or
a dancer,” says Lilit who hails from
Artik, a small town in the Shirak marz.

And Armen who weaves carpets,
desires to become a professional artist
and do portraits.

The Paraker School for Children
with Disabilities has been the highlight
for these children (ages 17 to 20) who
are among more than 250 youngsters
in this safe and loving haven. These
three young people along with two
others who have different levels of
retardation are scheduled to graduate
in June, 2020.

For them, and the approximately
200 others who live at the FAR Parakar
Special School for Children with Dis-
abilities, the prospect of leaving this
safe and loving haven causes “their
eyes to turn sad,” said Margarit
Piliposyan, Vice Director of the
Yerevan Office of the Fund for Arme-
nian Relief, in a telephone conversa-
tion from Yerevan, with this writer.

“They want to stay longer at the
School. They live as a family,” noted
Piliposyan. “They love everything
about the School, including the teach-
ers, atmosphere, conditions of life,
and friends.”

The noble goals of this remark-
able institution are to help these young-
sters “acquire decent skills to land a
job, and most importantly to believe in
themselves, regain self-esteem, and
hope, become normal contributing citi-
zens, and be considered normal by
others in society.”

However, in the last 30 years, the
school’s infrastructure has deterio-
rated. “It is no longer safe for children
in wheelchairs, with its falling balco-
nies and other structural failures. The
teachers are also worn out from tend-
ing to these needs, and teaching there
for decades. It has become a hell for
the children,” reported Piliposyan.

Futuristic Crucial Goals

Asstate of the art Vocational Train-
ing Center is in the works.

Included in this crucial project
are the crucial goals of ensuring a
“safe and nurturing environment for
learning and living, reimagining the
role of teachers to be mentors, role
models and collaborators, and giving
necessary confidence to parents for a
safe environment with caring and reli-
able professionals.

Included among the structural im-
provements are the renovations of the
gym, dormitories with clean bedrooms,
the educational center and the class-
rooms, completing the rehabilitation cen-
ter, training for the therapists, and the
creation of a greenhouse where the young-
sters can use their creativity to learn,
grow and eat their own vegetables.

All of these goals are for the
easing and helping the students to
progress from the classroom to the

workplace with specializations in so-
cial, psychological, therapeutic life
skills, in conjunction with Armenia’s
Ministry of Education.

“FAR started this program last
year. This is a huge change in the
mindset of the population,” continued
Piliposyan. “It has never done before
in such a comprehensive way. We are
creating a model for the families, the
employees and the employers,” she
declared with obvious pride.

Involved Without A Blink

“When the Fund for Armenian
Relief presented this to the FAR Board
of Directors, Marta Batmasian and her
family immediately pledged $1.5 mil-
lion.

In a telephone interview, Marta
Batmasian who has been deeply in-
volved in 120 charitable endeavors
throughout her life, enthusiastically
jumped into this noble project “without
a moment of blinking.”

She enthusiastically stated, “I
wasn’t as emotional until I saw what
impact it has had and continues to have
in the lives of almost 300 young indi-
viduals, who either have no home, or
come very poor families.

“These are not your average or-
phans, or children with minor prob-
lems. These are youngsters who have
been physically neglected, and thrown
out of society.”

Far Too Long

For far too long, the atmosphere
in Armenia has been a place of alien-
ation and rejection for families with
disabled members. They were denied
the right to participate in society,
robbed of their dignity and self-worth,
and often put in an orphanage or an
institution run by the government.

But in the caring and loving envi-
ronment of the Parakar School, these
children are “trained to enter needed
professions that benefit their coun-
try,” she continued, and mentioned a
rug she cherishes made by one of the
young ladies, calling it “a labor of love,
innocence and appreciation.”

Marta Batmasian’s story reflects
her deep empathy for the “less advan-
tageous”. Bornandraised in Istanbul,
she came penniless to the U.S. and met
her husband James “who also was
penniless.”  Proud in nature, she did
not accept a penny from her parents,
often going hungry.

Since then, through devoted hard
work, life has dramatically changed
for Marta and her husband James who
are real estate pioneers in Boca Raton,
FLA. They own Investments Limited,
and are known for their vast philan-
thropic work.

Marta is on the FAR Board of
Directors and eight other charities,
and working with four non-profits.
Close to her heart, in addition to her
deep involvement with FAR is People
Reaching Out to Provide Education
and Leadership (PROPEL) which
“helps youth living in economically
depressed areas by providing an edu-
cational center” after their regular
school day.

Armenian Studies Program to Hold
Armenian-American Musical Heritage Day

FRESNO — The Armenian Stud-
ies Program will be holding a special
event, “Armenian-American Musical
Heritage of the San Joaquin Valley,”
from 1:00-5:00PM on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 29, 2020, in the University Busi-
ness Center on the Fresno State cam-
pus.

The Armenian Studies Program
was recently awarded a California
Humanities grant of nearly $5,000 for
“Amplifying Community: Recording
the History of the San Joaquin Valley
Armenian Music Production,” which
is dedicated to recovering the history
of Armenian-American music produc-
tion in the San Joaquin Valley during
the first half of the 20th century. Draw-
ing upon the reminiscences and exper-
tise of local musicians, “Armenian-
American Musical Heritage of the San
Joaquin Valley” will provide a forum
for the community to contribute their
own recollections, contextualizing and
bringing to life the little-studied early
musicians, recording labels, and ven-
ues in California’s San Joaquin Valley.

The event will have two seg-
ments, the first, from 1:00-3:00PM,
where participants will bring historic
photographs, sheet music, promotional
materials, and ephemera relating to
Armenian music production for scan-
ning. The digitized files will be added
to the Armenian Studies Program Mu-
sic Archive which will eventually be
available to the public.

From 3:30-5:00PM, oud master
Richard Hagopian and Dr. Yektan
Tiirkyilmaz will have a discussion about
the Armenian Music of the San Joaquin
Valley, which will include a perfor-
mance of traditional Armenian music
by Hagopian.

ARMENIAN-AMERICAN

MUSICAL
HERITAGE

OF THE SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY

FEBRUARY 29, 2020
SATURDAY

1:00 - 3:00 PM
PUBLIC SCANNING EVENT ~
o the o

This project was made possible
with support from California Humani-
ties, a non-profit partner of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Humanities.
Visit www.calhum.org.

After a highly competitive pro-
cess, California Humanities announced
that $397,496 in awards to 37 new
projects through the final round of
2019 and Humanities for All Quick
Grant and Humanities for All Project
Grant programs. The 20 Humanities
for All Quick Grants, totaling $98,239,
include arange of locally-initiated pub-
lic humanities projects, from a teen-
focused writing workshop series that
will share speculative writing and read-
ing techniques and help catalyze sup-
portive and creative teen communities
in the San Diego area, to a month-long
presentation of multimedia arts cel-
ebrating Black empowerment and pos-
sibility in San Luis Obispo for Black
History Month.

This Saturday event is free and
open to the public. Free parking is
available in Fresno State Lots P6 and
PS5, near the University Business Cen-
ter, Fresno State. Parking permits are
not required on Saturdays.

30th Anniversary of Baku Pogroms

Continued frompage 1

great injustice and terror.

Founding Co-Chair of the Con-
gressional Armenian Caucus Rep.
Frank Pallone (D-NJ), along with Rep.
Judy Chu (D-CA) and Rep. Jackie
Speier (D-CA), all of whom have vis-
ited Nagorno Karabakh (Artsakh),
spoke about the importance of com-
memorating and speaking out against
the horrific acts of the Baku pogroms
and reminding the worldthat Azerbaijan
continues to carry out their campaign
ofhate, discrimination and intolerance.
Advocating for more funding through
USAID, they reiterated the importance
of the de-mining efforts of the Halo
Trust in Artsakh and pledged to con-
tinue to fight for more funding, as well
as hold Azerbaijan responsible for hu-
man rights and rampant cease fire
violations in the absence of OSCE
monitors at the border.

“We are grateful to the Congres-
sional Armenian Caucus and all sup-
porters on the Hill for giving a proper
importance to the issue of persecu-
tions and massacres of Armenians in
Sumgayit, Baku, Kirovabad and many
other cities and villages across
Azerbaijan,” said Congressional Ar-
menian Co-Chair Gus Bilirakis (R-FL).

“I stand with people of Artsakh
and their rejection of the repeated at-

tempts by the Azerbaijani government
to bring them back under oppressive
rule. They fought for their freedom,
their right for self-determinization, and
the opportunity to be greater than sec-
ond-class citizens. I’'m glad to be here
today as we recognize the 30th Anni-
versary of the Baku pogroms and stand
in solidarity with the people of the
Republic of Artsakh,” added Congress-
man Bilirakis.

Additional members of Congress
who expressed their support for the Ar-
menian community condemning the Baku
pogroms were Rep. Jan Schakowsky
(D-IL), Rep. TJ Cox (D-CA), Rep. Andy
Levin (D-MI), Rep. Jim Acosta (D-CA)
and Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-IL).

“Those atrocities and attacks
have become another unfortunate evi-
dence that lack of a timely condemna-
tion of any demonstration of aggres-
sion and fascism can lead to even
greater human tragedy and unpredict-
able developments. We are grateful to
the US legislature, our compatriots in
the Armenian American organizations
like the Armenian National Committee
of America, Armenian Assembly of
America, Armenian Council of America,
and all organizations and structures
who share our vision of a safe, strong
and democratic Republic of Artsakh in
a peaceful and prosperous South
Caucasus,” added Avetisyan.
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