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AEBU Scholars

ARMENIAN EDUCATIONAL BENEVOLENT UNION
ZU34uyuL yrerUYUL FUGrURPYUL URNREEUL

Cordially invites you to

Benefitting the

tee ettt fori e |

Sunday

March 22, 2020
Starting at 10:30 am

AEBU CENTER

1060 North Allen Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91104

To Reserve your tickets please
Call 6263447321

ar

Text 8182810351

hip Fund

Donation $50
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PM Nikol Pashinyan:

Security a Cornerstone of Cooperation
Between Armenia and Artsakh

TTTTTTON

STEPANAKERT (Armradio) —
Security is one of the cornerstones of
cooperation between Artsakh and Ar-
menia, because Artsakh and Armenia
are part of a common security area, a
common security environment, and
here our agenda cannot be separated
and differentiated, Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyansaid ata joint
sitting of the Security Councils of the
two countries in Stepanakert.

“In this respect, we naturally
attach great importance to the effi-
ciency of the Armed Forces of the
Republic of Armenia and the Republic
of Artsakh and the moral and psycho-
logical atmosphere in the Armed

Forces,” he stated.

The Prime Minister stated that
the government of Armenia has re-
cently taken enormous measures and
allocated huge resource to implement
essential and tangible changes in the
Army, ranging from acquisition of ar-
maments, to social guarantees for of-
ficers, ordinary personnel, and mon-
etary compensation.

And as a result, he said, “all of us
naturally expect the discipline, moral
and psychological atmosphere and re-
lations in the army to be brought to a
whole new level, and I believe that this

Continued onpage 3

Los Angeles Armenian-American Community
to Commemorate 105th Anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide

The Los Angeles Armenian-
American community will collectively
commemorate the 105th anniversary
of the Armenian Genocide on April 24,
2020 through a coordinated series of
events to remember the 1.5 million
victims of that tragedy and raise the
community’s voice in unison to de-
mand justice for the crime.

Recognizing that through unity
there is strength, the organizations that
have traditionally planned the April 24
commemorations are working together
to plan the day honoring the martyred
saints of the Armenian Genocide and
to demand justice, reparations and res-
titution. The coalition includes: The

United Armenian Council of Los Ange-
les (UACLA), the Unified Young Ar-
menians (UYA), and the Armenian
Genocide Committee (AGC), which
represents a broad association of glo-
bal Armenian organizations, including
the Armenian Apostolic, Armenian
Catholic and Armenian Evangelical
Churches, the Armenian Revolution-
ary Federation, the Social Democratic
Hnchakian Party, the Armenian Demo-
cratic Liberal Party, the Armenian
General Benevolent Union, the Arme-
nian Youth Federation, the Armenian
National Committee of America-West-

Continued onpage 3

Armenia Partly Closes Land Border With
Iran, Restricts Air Communication Due to

Coronavirus

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Arme-
nia partly closed its border with Iran
and suspended flights between the two
neighboring states for two weeks on
Monday, citing the need to guard
against a new coronavirus that has
killed at least 12 people in the Islamic
Republic.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
announced the decision at a meeting of
an interagency commission coordinat-
ing Armenian government’s precau-
tionary measures against the deadly
virus. He made clear that it does not
apply to cargo traffic through the Ar-
menian-Iranian border.

“Cargo shipments will continue
to be carried without restrictions,”
said Pashinyan. “It’s just that there
will be special monitoring of [truck]
drivers carrying out cargo shipments
and a special regime for cargo ship-
ments.”

“There will be no restrictions on
citizens’ return [to their countries,]”
he went on. “We are talking about
citizens of Iran who are currently in
Armenia and Armenian citizens who
are currently in Iran. They are free to
return to their homelands.”

Pashinyan also said that the gov-
ernment will review the travel restric-
tions two weeks later. “We will be in
closer contact with official represen-
tatives of the friendly Islamic Republic
of Iran so that we have a more com-
plete evaluation of the situation and
jointly decide our further actions in
that direction.”

Iran is a major trading partner of
Armenia and one of the landlocked
country’s two transport conduits to
the outside world.

Iran’s Deputy Health Minister Iraj
Harirchi said on Monday that 12 people
have died and up to 61 have been
infected with coronavirus in the coun-
try. Most of the cases in Iran have
been in Qom, a Shi’ite Muslim holy
city 120 kilometers south of the capital
Tehran.

No coronavirus cases have been
reported in Armenia so far.

The travel ban comes less than
a month before an annual influx to
Armenian of thousands of Iranian
tourists celebrating Nowruz, the
ancient Persian New Year. Iranians
do not need visas to travel to Arme-
nia.

ACA-PAC Endorses Bernie Sanders for the
2020 Democratic Presidential primary

PRESIDENTIAL &%
RIMARY

7 F
Bernie Sanders

g

ARMENIAN COUNCIL OF AMERICA

Political Action Committee

JIARY ELECTIONS ENDORSEMENT:

VOTE FOR

aine

PASADENA, CA - The Arme-
nian Council of America - Political
Action Committee (ACA-PAC) s proud
to announce its endorsement of Sena-
tor Bernie Sanders for the 2020 Demo-
cratic Presidential primary.

Senator Sanders' consistent track
record of championing human rights
issues, advocating for civil liberties
and his unwavering support of legisla-
tion related to Armenian American is-
sues, is testament to the leadership
qualities essential to the role of Presi-
dent of the United States. His proven
record on supporting pro-Armenian

legislation includes, voting for an in-
crease in US aid to Armenia, the offi-
cial recognition of the Armenian Geno-
cide in the US Senate and voting for
restrictions and limitations on US aid
to Turkey and Azerbaijan, for their
rampant human rights violations and
illegal destruction of ancient Armenian
UNESCO sites.

In July of 2019, prior to the
passage of S. Res. 150, MassisPost
asked Senator Sanders, on record,
about his official stance on the recog-

Continued onpage 3
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Armenia the Most Militarized Country
in Europe — GMI Ranking

Country 6 9 % GMI Score Rank
Israel 6.5 5.9 25 891.7 i
Singapore 6.4 5.8 3.2 860.5 2
Armenia 6.5 5.9 3 853.6 3
Cyprus 6.1 5.7 3.2 828.2 4
Korea, Republic 6.3 5.7 2.9 821.3 5
Russia 6.5 53 3.2 818.5 6
Greece 6.2 5.4 3.2 818.3 7
Jordan 6.5 Sl 3 807.4 8
Belarus 6 5.6 2.9 799.1 9
Azerbaijan 6.4 g% 2.8 799.1 10

BONN (Armradio) — Armenia is
ranked the first in Europe and third
worldwide in the Global Militarisation
Index (GMI) 2019 presented by Bonn
International Center for Conversion
(BICC).

Inthis year’s Global Militarisation
Indix ranking, the ten countries that
provided the military with markedly
large amounts of resources in relation
are Israel, Singapore, Armenia, Cyprus,
South Korea, Russia, Greece, Jordan,
Belarus and Azerbaijan.

These countries allocate particu-
larly high levels of resources to the
military in comparison to other areas
of society.

Every year, BICC’s Global
Militarisation Index (GMI) presents
the relative weight and importance of a
country’s military apparatus in rela-
tion to its society as a whole. The GMI

2019 covers 154 states and is based on
the latest available figures (in most
cases data for 2018).

The index project is financially
supported by Germany’s Federal Min-
istry for Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ).

The report compares, for ex-
ample, a country’s military expendi-
ture with its Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) and its health expenditure.

It contrasts the total number of
military and paramilitary forces in a
country with the number of physicians.

Finally, it studies the number of
heavy weapons available to a country’s
armed forces. These and other indica-
tors are used to determine a country’s
ranking, which in turn makes it pos-
sible to measure the respective level of
militarization in comparison to other
countries.

Armenia Recorded 7.6 Percent
GDP Growth in 2019

YEREVAN — Armenia’s GDP
has grown 7.6% in 2019, Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan said
Thursday at a cabinet regular meeting,
referring to the National Statistical
Committee’s latest report. “The indica-
tor is not bad,” he said. “We can place
on record the following: in 2019 we
have recorded the largest economic
growth since 2008, with which I con-
gratulate all of us,” he said at the gov-
ernment meeting. Pashinyan expressed
confidence that indicators will be higher
in 2020 thanks to joint efforts.

Official figures publicized by the
Statistical Committee show that trade
and other services were the main driv-
ers of this growth which increased the
country’s Gross Domestic Product to
6.55 trillion drams ($13.6 billion).

A 9 percent rise in industrial out-
put reported by the government agency
also contributed to it. By contrast, the
Armenian agricultural sector contracted
by more than 4 percent in 2019.

After years of sluggish growth
that followed the 2008-2009 global
financial crisis, the Armenian economy
expanded by 7.5 percent in real terms
in 2017. Its growth slowed to 5.2
percent in 2018, which saw a dramatic
regime change in the country, but
gained renewed momentum in 2019,

leading the International Monetary
Fund to revise upwards its growth
forecast for Armenia.

“For this year we project growth
to be at around 6.5-7 percent,” the
IMF’s resident representative in
Yerevan, Yulia Ustyugova, told RFE/
RL’s Armenian service in November.

Ustyugova cautioned that Arme-
nian growth is largely driven by private
consumption, rather than rising in-
vestments or exports. “The challenge
remains how to generate sustainable,
long-term growth that is driven by
investment and exports, rather than
consumption,” she said.

For its part, the World Bank esti-
mated Armenia’s 2019 growth at 6.9
percent in its latest Global Economic
Prospects report released in January.
The bank said the Armenian economy
will grow by 5.1 percent this year and
slightly faster in 2021 and 2022.

In early 2018, the World Bank
upgraded Armenia’s status froma “lower
middle income” to an “upper middle
income” nation. The official poverty rate
in the country fell from 29.4 percent in
2016 to 23.5 percent in 2018.

According to IMF projections,
Armenia’s GDP per capita is on course
to reach $4,760 and exceed neighbor-
ing Azerbaijan’s and Georgia’s in 2020.
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Senior Armenian Military Officials Sacked

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — The
chief of Armenia’s military police and
another army general were dismissed
on Wednesday following a spate of
non-combat deaths of soldiers.

President Armen Sarkissian fired
Major-General Artur Baghdasaryanand
Major-General Aleksan Aleksanyan in
separate decrees requested by Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

Baghdasaryan has headed the
military police since May 2017. He
was promoted to the rank of army
general as recently as on January 24.

For his part, Aleksanyan was the
chief of an Armenian army department
tasked with monitoring and maintain-
ing military morale. He had been ap-
pointed to that post last November.

Pashinyan promised major “per-
sonnel-related decisions” after meet-
ing with Armenia’s top military and
law-enforcement officials on Monday
to discuss recent weeks’ increase in
the number of soldiers dying in non-
combat circumstances.

The Armenian military has re-
ported 13 such deaths since the begin-
ning of this year. Eight of these sol-
diers have died in accidents and other
circumstances not related to their mili-
tary service.

The five other victims are be-
lieved to have committed suicide or
been shot dead by other servicemen in
separate incidents investigated by law-
enforcement authorities. The shootings
have caused outrage in Armenia and
cast a renewed spotlight on the chronic
problem of hazing and other abuses in
the army ranks.

The chief of the army’s General
Staff, Lieutenant-General Artak
Davtyan, on Tuesday briefed lawmak-
ers on ongoing efforts to root out the
“criminal subculture” and strengthen
discipline in the army ranks. Speaking
after that meeting, he confirmed that
“personnel changes” within the top
army brass are imminent.

Davtyan also said that a number
of other officers have already been
demoted or discharged from the armed
forces this month because of the non-
combat fatalities. He expressed confi-
dence that military investigators will
identify those directly responsible for
them.

Pashinyan stressed on Tuesday
that the number of non-combat deaths
among Armenian military personnel
felltoa “historical low” last year. “Our
objective is to maintain this dynamic,”
he wrote on Facebook.

Former President Serzh Sarkisian
Stands on Trial on Corruption Charges

YEREVAN — Nearly two years
after resigning amid mass protests
against his continued rule, Armenia’s
former President Serzh Sarkisian went
on trial on Tuesday on corruption
charges which he rejects as politically
motivated.

Sarkisian stands accused of
giving privileged treatment in 2013
to his longtime friend and business-
man Barsegh Barseghyan which cost
the state 489 million drams (just
over $1 million) in losses. Accord-
ing to law-enforcement authorities,
he made sure that a government
tender for supplies of subsidized
diesel fuel to farmers is won by
Barseghian’s Flash company, rather
than another fuel importer that of-
fered a lower price.

Sarkisianis standing trial together
with Barseghyan, former Agriculture
Minister Sergo Karapetyan and two
other former Agriculture Ministry of-
ficials also indicted as part of the
criminal case. All five suspects deny
any wrongdoing.

Sarkisian’s lawyers again dis-
missed the embezzlement charges lev-

eled against him when they spoke dur-
ing the first session of the high-profile
trial at a district court in Yerevan. One
of them insisted that they are based on
“contradictory, incredible and illogi-
cal” testimony given by a single per-
son.

The trial prosecutor, Arsen
Martirosyan, denied that, saying that
investigators collected enough evi-
dence to press the charges against the
man who ruled Armenia from 2008-
2018. The incriminating pre-trial tes-
timony was reportedly given by
Karapetyan. The former minister was
jeered by the ex-president’s support-
ers when he entered the courtroom
moments before the start of the trial.
He refused to talk to reporters after-
wards.

The defense lawyers also alleged
numerous procedural violations com-
mitted by investigators. They accused
Martirosian of being biased against
their client and demanded his replace-
ment by another prosecutor. The pre-
sidingjudge, Vahe Misakyan, adjourned
the court hearing to consider the de-
mand.
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Armenians and Georgians Are the Only Ancient Nations in the Region

By Gita Elibekyan
Public Radio of Armenia, Tbilisi

Georgiais worried by Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliyev’s statements
about “ancient Azerbaijan.” Georgians
fear the neighboring country will not
refuse from claims on the David Gareji
monastic complex. They believe
Azerbaijan should be brought back to
reality, as all historical facts are there
and can be found in Georgian, Arme-
nian, Persian, Arabic and Greek
sources.

Aliyev made a blatant mistake in
Munich by stepping into the platform
of “historical facts,” says Georgian
political scientist David Akubardia,
urging the Georgian public to think
about the issue.

The comments follow a public
debate between Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan and Azerbaijani
President [lham Aliyev on the sidelines
of the Munich Security Conference.

“They distort history the way
Turkey does. David Gareji is in Geor-
gia, the churches and monuments there
are ours. There are many facts proving
this,” the political scientist told Public
Radio of Armenia in an interview.

Akubardia says the Caucasus is
full of real facts that must be used to
make Azerbaijanabandon the “fictional
myths.” He has recently met with the
Secretary of the Azerbaijani Embassy

to Georgia, who claims David Gareji is
an Albanian monastic complex.

“Now they claim Albanians are
their ancestors. The fact is that Alba-
nians are not Azerbaijanis. I think
Pashinyan gave academic answers,
while Aliyev was not well prepared; he
got confused in fictitious facts,” the
Georgian political scientist says.

“In the times of Tigran the Great
(95-55 BC) there were only two na-
tions in the region — Armenians and
Georgians, Armenian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan said at a panel discus-
sion in Munich.

The remarks came in response to
Azerbaijani President Ilhal Aliyev’s
claims that Azerbaijanis constituted

70% of Yerevan’s population at the
turn of the 19th century.

David Gareji is a rock-hewn
Georgian Orthodox monastery com-
plex located in the Kakheti region of
Eastern Georgia, on the half-desert
slopes of Mount Gareji, some 60—70
km southeast of Georgia’s capital
Tbilisi. The complex includes hun-
dreds of cells, churches, chapels, re-
fectories and living quarters hollowed
out of the rock face.

It has long been a subject to
border dispute between the two coun-
tries. Last year more than 15 thousand
Georgians formed a “human shield”
along the border on Tuesday, calling
for soonest solution to the issue of

demarcation. The failure to do so has
left part of the Monastery Complex on
the Azerbaijani territory, allowing the
latter to lay claims on the shrine.

“Itis clear that Azerbaijan is now
trying to build its history at the ex-
pense of ours. And that country is
considered our strategic partner.
Georgia’s strategic partners must be
democratic and respect human rights.
A strategic partner should be chosen
by values, not by economic circum-
stances,” says Irakli Kakabadze, one
of the organizers of the Gareji cam-
paign.

Today, as the Georgian-
Azerbaijani intergovernmental commis-
sion has resumed the demarcation work
following protracted protests, Geor-
gian historians are focusingon Aliyev’s
false statements during the debate with
Pashinyan. Historian Gubaz Sanikidze
says it is difficult to find anyone in
Georgia who will believe Aliyev’s
views.

“History is like a stone that can-
not be destroyed. Pashinyan was right:
Armenians and Georgians are ancient
nations, we have at least 3 000 years of
history. We have been here since an-
cient times, calling each other Armenia
and Georgia,” Sanikidze told Public
Radio of Armenia.

He said “the Bolsheviks created
Azerbaijan, which now claims to be
the oldest nation in the Caucasus.”

Security a Cornerstone of Cooperation

Continued frompage 1

problem is truly solvable.”

“Of course, the Armed Forces
are the primary guarantee of our secu-
rity, but in carrying out this mission,
the Army should never be left alone
and the operational burden of the Army
should be somewhat relieved. I believe
that we should finally state that de-
mocracy is one of the important guar-
antees that will strengthen and rein-
force the security of the Republic of
Armenia and Artsakh,” PM Pashinyan
stated.

The Prime Minister stated that
the competitiveness of the two coun-
tries’ economies is also an most im-
portant components of our security.

“It is the economy that must
provide the Armed Forces of Armenia
and Artsakh with the necessary re-
sources to carry out their functions,
and today we will also discuss issues
of strategic economic importance. But
on the other hand, we have to note that
the security situation in our region is

unfortunately getting worse and we
are witnessing new tensions here than
solutions, and this context will also be
discussed at a joint Security Council
meeting,” Nikol Pashinyan added.

He noted that in the context of the
geopolitical realities created in the re-
gion “we have a joint responsibility not
only in terms of the security of the
Republic of Armenia and the Republic
of Artsakh, but also have a special
responsibility in terms of ensuring se-
curity in our region and ensuring glo-
bal security.”

“l am pleased to note that the
approaches of the Armenian and
Artsakh authorities are similar in this
respect and our mission and commit-
ment is to ensure our national security,
regional security and our contribution
to global security. This is also an im-
portant issue on our agenda and one of
the key areas of our cooperation where
we think we are working effectively
together and of course that coopera-
tion will become more and more effec-
tive,” the Prime Minister stated.

ACA-PAC Endorses Bernie Sanders

Continued frompage 1

nition of the Armenian Genocide by the
US government. Senator Sanders,
without hesitation adamantly expressed
that he will support an Armenian Geno-
cide Resolution and use the term "geno-
cide" during the annual Armenian Geno-
cide presidential address to the nation.

ACA-PAC believes that Senator
Sanders is the only presidential candi-
date that will stand up to the establish-
ment, which for far too long, has

utilized offensive terms such as "medz
yeghern, massacre and great tragedy"
all while avoiding usage of the proper
term "genocide" during the annual presi-
dential address to the nation, insulting
the memory of the 1.5 million men,
women and children who were sys-
tematically murdered during the Ar-
menian Genocide of 1915.

Just a few months ago, various
Armenian American community orga-
nizations had the opportunity to meet
with Senator Sanders where he per-

Los Angeles Armenian-American Community

Continued frompage 1

ern Region, the Armenian Assembly of
America, the Armenian Council of
America, the Armenian Bar Associa-
tion, the Organization of Istanbul Ar-
menians, the Armenian Relief Society,
the Homenetmen, Open Wounds and
several other prominent Armenian com-
munity organizations.

A pilgrimage to the Armenian
Genocide Martyrs Monument in
Montebello will commence by having
organizational representatives and in-
dividuals place wreaths and take part
in a multi-denominational requiem ser-
vice at the foot of the monument.

The March for Justice, will begin
from Little Armenia, Hollywood, at
11AM. Tens of thousands will march
in the heart of Hollywood, at the Arme-
nian Genocide Memorial Square at
Hollywood Boulevard and Western
Avenue, to reaffirm the Community’s
commitment to our people’s century
long fight for justice and truth.

The day’s events will conclude
with a massive protest demonstration
in front of Turkey’s Consulate
General’s Office in Los Angeles, where
the community will once again de-
mand justice, reparations and restitu-
tion for the Armenian Genocide.

April 24, 2020 will be the first
Armenian Genocide commemoration
since the almost unanimous passage of
the Armenian Genocide resolutions by
the United States House of Representa-
tives and Senate, a tremendous victory
for the entire Armenian community.
Federal and State political officials will
be present throughout the day to join in
our commemorative events.

The community is urged to take
part with the tens of thousands who
will participate in these important com-
memorative events on Friday, April
24. Transportation will be provided
from Armenian community centers to
and from the events. Additional de-
tailed information will be provided in
future news releases.

sonally expressed his support on is-
sues that are of great concern to the
Armenian American community. His
genuine interest in Armenian American
issues and taking the time to meet with
the Armenian American community
amidst heavy campaigning sent a strong
message that he represents a wide
spectrum of people no matter who
they are or where they come from. As
the son of immigrants escaping perse-
cution during the second world war, he
relates to hardships that our ancestors
faced and to a lesser extent, our fellow
compatriots face today. We look for-
ward to his vigorous leadership.

Other notable candidates ACA-
PAC hasendorsed are Armenian Ameri-
cans Sara Gideon, a dedicated public
servant running for the Democratic
nomination of Maine’s U.S. Senate
seat, and Dan Janjigian, who repre-
sented Armenia at the 2002 Winter
Olympics, is now running for Demo-
cratic nomination of the U.S. House to
represent Texas' 31st Congressional
District.

ACA-PAC urges all Armenian
Americans to head to the polls and cast
their ballot for Senator Bernie Sanders
and other ACA-PAC endorsed candi-
dates.
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Consul General of Armenia Ambassador
Baibourtian Visits Arizona

ARIZONA - On February 7-10,
Consul General of Armenia in Los

Angeles  Ambassador Armen
Baibourtian paid a working visit to the
state of Arizona, where he had meet-
ings with the state and city senior
officials as well as with the Armenian
community.

In Phoenix, Ambassador
Baibourtian met with Speaker of the
Arizona House of Representatives Hon.
Russell “Rusty” Bowers. They dis-
cussed the ways of boosting relations
between Armenia and Arizona and out-
lined areas of mutual interest. Special
attention was paid to the mining indus-
try in the state of Arizona, particularly
copper mining. At the request of Con-
sul General Baibourtian, Speaker Bow-
ers referred to the highest environ-
mental standards that the local mining
industry adheres to. The Speaker of
the State House of Representatives
expressed readiness to share the best
practices in responsible mining applied
in local mining industry and based on
stringent environmental regulations.
The interlocutors agreed that it would
be useful to put in touch the Armenian
government experts with Arizona’s
relevant departments. The parish priest
ofthe local Armenian St. Apkar Church
Rev. Fr. Zacharia Saribekyan and the
Chairman of the Parish Council Rafi
Hagopian took part in the meeting.

Armen Baibourtian’s next meet-
ing was with Hon. Tony Rivero, Chair-
man of the Arizona House State and
International Affairs Committee. The
interlocutors discussed the steps for
developing bilateral cooperation. Con-
sul General Baibourtian emphasized
that in the spectrum of activities of the
Consulate General of Armenia, the task
of development of relations with dif-
ferent western U.S. states, in addition
to California, is viewed as a priority.
He presented mutual advantages of
establishing relations with Armenia.

Ambassador Baibourtianalso had
a meeting with the Mayor of Scottsdale
Hon. W.J.“Jim” Lane. They exchanged
views on efficient ways of establish-
ing partnerships between cities, in-
cluding “sister city” relations. Mayor
Lane presented his city’s appropriate
experience in developing effectual
framework for constructive coopera-
tion. A. Baibourtian specifically men-
tioned the role of the Armenian com-
munity in advancing bilateral relations
with the state of Arizona. He also
emphasized that Armenia’s strategic

geographical location could become a
platform for mutually beneficial busi-
ness interaction between business com-
munities of Armenia and Arizona, es-
pecially in the fields of tourism and
services, where Scottsdale gained an
extensive experience. Rev. Fr.Zacharia
Saribekyan and Dr. Stephen
Ovanessoff attended the meeting. The
City of Scottsdale has a quarter-mil-
lion population. Every year Scottsdale
hosts 9 million visitors. That’s a bright
example of utmost efficiency in local
tourism governance. The New York
Times described downtown Scottsdale
as a “desert version of Miami’s South
Beach”. St. Apkar Armenian Church
built in 2009 is located in Scottsdale.

During his visit to Arizona, Am-
bassador Baibourtian was also hosted
at the Melikian Center for Russian,
Eurasian and East European Studies of
the prestigious Arizona State Univer-
sity. The President of the Advisory
Board of the Melikian Center
Ramonal.ee Melikian and her mother
Emma Ordjanian Melikian welcomed
the Armenian Consul General and,
along with the administrative leader-
ship of the Center, briefed him on its
programs. The Center received its name
in 2007, in recognition of the generous
support of Commander Gregory
Melikian and his spouse Emma
Ordjanian Melikian.

Ambassador Baibourtian also vis-
ited the Armenian Genocide memorial
at the Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza.
The plaza is in front of the Arizona
State Capitol in downtown Phoenix.At
St. Apkar Armenian Church, Ambas-
sador Baibourtian met with the Arme-
nian community of Arizona. The Con-
sul General delivered an extensive
speech, in which he highlighted the
role of the Armenia community in es-
tablishing multifaceted bonds of coop-
eration between Arizona and Armenia.
Ambassador Baibourtian presented to
the community the profound changes
taking place in the homeland due to
which Armenia has found itself in the
positive focus of the international com-
munity. The Consul General also dis-
cussed the conducive economic envi-
ronment in Armenia, existing business
opportunities, and prospective areas
for conducting business in the home-
land. He also answered many ques-
tions of the public.

At the end of the program, Am-
bassador Baibourtian highly appreci-
ated dedication and outstanding ser-
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Haroutyoon Ayvazian Donates $300,000 to
Pasadena St. Gregory Armenian Church

PASADENA -- Benefactor
Haroutyoon Ayvazian has made a
$300,000 contribution to St. Gregory
Armenian Church of Pasadena in
memory of his late father, Krikor
Ayvazian.

Mr. Ayvazian was born in
Baghdad, Iraq and immigrated with
his parents to the U.S., settling in
Pasadena in 1968. After graduating
from Pasadena City College, he at-
tended U.C.L.A., where he graduated
with a degree in Biology. Entering the
business world, he has made his ca-
reer in real estate development.

Part of Mr. Ayvazian’s donation
will be used to embellish the Church
altar area with a fresco of the resur-
rection of Christ, by European-trained
artist Shant Giragosian. Additionally,
in sweet memory of Krikor Ayvazian,
a mosaic of the Vision of Krikor
Loosavoreech will be added to the

entrance of the sanctuary.

Importantly, an endowment in
the name of Haroutyoon Ayvazian will
be created, the interest of which, in
perpetuity will be used to invest in
parish youth.

Dr. Ari Sekeryan to Give Presentation on
“The Survivors: Armenian Orphans and
Refugees After the First World War ”

FRESNO — Dr. Ari Sekeryan
will speak on “The Survivors: Arme-
nian Orphans and Refugees After the
First World War (1918-1923)” at
7:30PM on Thursday, March 5, 2020,
inthe University Business Center, Alice
Peters Auditorium, Room 191 on the
Fresno State campus. The presenta-
tion is part of the Spring 2020 Lecture
Series of the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram and is supported by the Clara
Bousian Bedrosian Fund.

Dr. Sekeryan was appointed the
16th Henry S. Khanzadian Kazan Vis-
iting Professor in Armenian Studies
for the Spring 2020 semester and the
March 5 lecture will be his second
public presentation of the semester.

Following the First World War
and the Armenian Genocide, protect-
ing the lives of Armenian orphans and
refugees was the greatest challenge
that the community leadership faced.
During the Armistice period, with the
help of the Allied Powers and humani-
tarian aid organizations, thousands of
Armenian orphans and refugees were
rescued and brought back to commu-
nity life. The lecture presents the story
of Armenian orphans and refugees by
employing Armenian and Ottoman
Turkish media sources published in
Istanbul and Anatolia during the Armi-
stice period. It explores the nature of
the aid campaigns organized by the
community leadership and the impor-
tance of the contribution of the Arme-
nian intellectuals, press and the com-
munity members to these aid cam-
paigns.

Dr. Sekeryan will give his final
public lecture on “The Armenian Patri-
archate, Politics and the Postwar Settle-
ment in Istanbul: the Story of Patriarch
Zaven, on Thursday, April 2.

Dr. Sekeryan graduated from the
Department of Oriental Studies at the
University of Oxford, defending his
dissertation entitled, “The Armenians
in the Ottoman Empire after the First
World War (1918-1923).” Inthe 201 8-
2019 academic year, Dr. Sekeryan
was an Honorary Fellow at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison, Institute
for Research in the Humanities.
Sekeryan was a Visiting Lecturer in
the Faculty of Oriental Studies at
Yerevan State University (summer of
2018) and a Research Assistant in the
Department of Sociology at the Uni-
versity of Oxford in 2016.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Free parking is available in
Fresno State Lots P6 and P5, near the
University Business Center, Fresno
State. Parking permits are not required
for Friday lectures.

For more information about the
lecture please contact the Armenian
Studies Programat 278-2669, visit our
website at www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies, or visit our Facebook
page at
@ArmenianStudiesFresnoState.

vice of the parish priest Rev. Fr.
Zacharia Saribekyan and presented him
with an official certificate of apprecia-
tion.

Arizona is the 6th largest and the
14th most populous (7.2 million) of

the 50 U.S. states. The state’s major
industries include healthcare, mining
(copper, gold and silver), tourism (40
million visitors annually), transporta-
tion, IT and electronics. More than
12,000 Armenians live in Arizona.
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ARMENIAN COUNCIL OF AMERICA

Political Action Committee

Y ELECTIONS ENDORSEMENTS
VOTE FOR

PRESIDENTIAL § ::
PRIMARY '

Jack Reed Dick Durbin
Rhode Island _ __ _lllinois

Super Tuesday
(March 3)

March 10th

March 24th _

Sara Gideon I Mark Warnr.,r
Maine Virginia

Jackie Speier Jim Costa ~ Anna Eshoo Christy Smith Judy Chu Adam Schiff Tony Cardenas Dan Janjigian  Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez ~ Rashida Tlaib
CA-CD 14 CA-CD 16 CA-CD18 CA-CD25 CA CD 27 A -CD 2 CA-CD29 X-CD3 NY-CD 14 MI-CD 13

*

Sy X !
V) x i

\a 4

Brad Sherman Grace Napolitano Ted Licu Jimmy Gomez Karen Bass Linda Sanchez  Lucille Royb al-Allard Frank Pallone Eliot Engel Gus Bilirakis
CA-CD30 CA-CD 32 CA-CD33 CA-CD 34 CA-CD 37 CA-CD38 CA-CD40 NI-CD6 NY-CD 16 FL-CD 12

LuzRivas  Chris Holden Laura Friedman Jesse Gabriel Adrin Nazarian Scoﬁ Wilk Anthony Portantino
AD 39 AD 41 AD 45 AD 46 District 21 District 25

LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCIL

Ed Chau Rmhard Bloom Miguel Santiago Anthony Rendon Mike A. (_npson

AD 49 AD 50 AD 53 AD 63 AD 64
Paul Krekorian Dd.\"ld Ryu  Nury Martinez Kevinde Leon  Terry Tornek Tyron Hampton Joe Baghdadlian Steve Madison
‘ I T Y O F G L EN D A L E LA Council LA Council LA Council LA Couneil Pasadena Mayor Pasadena Council  Pasadena Council  Pasadena Council
: k L f District 2 District 4 District 6 District 14 District 1 District 4 District 6

DEMOCRATIC CENTRAL
COMMITTEE

Juliet Minassian Kathy Kensinger Christine Jerian Paid for by the
43rd Assembly 43rd A bly 39th A bl 2 : & 5
District District R Armenian Council of America-PAC

Vartan Gharpetian . 1060 N. Allen Ave Suite 210

Glendale City Council _fﬂ‘-l’asadcna, CAL91104




