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Turkey Cannot Play Any Role in Peaceful
Settlement of Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict

YEREVAN (ARKA) — Anna
Naghdalyan, spokeswoman for the
Armenian Foreign Ministry, com-
mented today on a meeting held yester-
day between the Turkish Foreign Min-
ister and the OSCE Minsk Group co-
chairs.

Turkish Foreign Minister
Mevliit Cavusoglu met yesterday in
Ankara with OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chairs Igor Popov of Russia,
Stephane Visconti of France, An-
drew Schofer of the United States
and Ambassador Andrzej Kasprzyk,
Personal Representative to the OSCE
Chairperson-in-Office.

Mevliit Cavusoglu said the OSCE
Minsk Group should produce more in
terms of the resolution of Nagorno-
Karabakh issue. “This solution should
be in full respect of sovereignty, terri-
torial integrity and internationally rec-
ognized borders of Azerbaijan,” he
wrote in Twitter.

Anna Naghdalyan recalled that
Armenia’s Foreign Minister Zohrab
Mnatsakanyan has already reacted
to this statement, saying that “Mevliit
Cavusoglu’s advise to OSCE Minsk
Group Co-Chairs on Nagorno-

Karabakh conflict invites reflection
on Luke 4:23 — “Physician, heal
thyself.’

‘We would like to add that Tur-
key, which pursues an unfriendly
policy towards Armenia and the Ar-
menian people, which in the context
of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict is
also expressed in the unilateral mili-
tary-political support given to
Azerbaijan, cannot play any role in the
peaceful settlement of the conflict,’
Naghdalyan stated.

Armenian Journalist Lucy Kocharyan
Honored with International Women of
Courage Award

WASHINGTON, DC -- Arme-
nian journalist Lucy Kocharyan has
been honored with International
Women of Courage Award.

US First lady Melania Trump and
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo hon-
ored recipients of the 2020 Interna-
tional Women of Courage Award at a
State Department ceremony Wednes-
day.

The all-female award presented
ahead of International Women’s Day
on Sunday recognizes women across
the world who demonstrate “excep-
tional courage and leadership” in the
face of adversity and who have made
a positive impact on their communi-
ties.

Using her platform as a journal-
ist, Kocharyan has championed chil-
dren with mental health issues and has
emerged as a leading voice in the fight
against psychological, physical, and
domestic violence against women and
children.

Kocharyan has become famous
for launching “Voices of Violence” in
August 2018. She has become a
spokesperson on gender-based vio-
lence in Armenia and has continued to
speak out despite harsh criticism —
from people on the street who yell
“shame” as she passes by, to parlia-
mentarians speaking out against her

Continued onpage 3

Freedom House Report:
Karabakh Still Freer Than Azerbaijan

NEW YORK — Nagorno-
Karabakhremains a “partly free” terri-
tory with a more democratic and plu-
ralistic political system than in
Azerbaijan, Freedom House said in an
annual survey released on Wednesday.

The U.S. human rights group
alsosaid that the 2018 “Velvet Revolu-
tion” in Armenia has contributed to
greater respect for “political rights”
and “civil liberties” in Karabakh.

“The political opening in Arme-
nia that began with [Nikol] Pashinyan’s
long-shot rise to the premiership in
2018 had a positive effect on Nagorno-
Karabakh during 2019,” reads the lat-
est “Freedom In the World” survey of
more than 200 countries and territories
rated on a 100-point scale.

“There was an increase in com-
petition and civil society activity sur-
rounding local elections in September,
and the stage was set for further
changes in the [March] 2020 elections
for Nagorno-Karabakh’s president and
parliament,” it says.

As aresult, Freedom House gave
34 points to Karabakh, up from 31 in
2019.

Armenia received 53 points. It is
one of the three “partly free” ex-Soviet

states where the New York-based
watchdog saw “some positive signs”
in the past year. The survey says that
the leaders of Ukraine, Moldova and
Armenia “took initial steps to uproot
the kleptocratic forces that have long
stymied their countries’ democratic
aspirations.”

By contrast, Azerbaijan was again
rated “not free,” with Freedom House
lowering its score from 11 to 10.

“Power in Azerbaijan’s authori-
tarian regime remains heavily concen-
trated in the hands of Ilham Aliyev,
who has served as president since
2003, and his extended family,” says
the report. “Corruption is rampant, and
the formal political opposition has been
weakened by years of persecution. The
authorities have carried out an extensive
crackdown on civil liberties in recent
years, leaving little room for independent
expression or activism.”

The Azerbaijani government had
condemned Freedom House’s earlier
evaluations of Azerbaijan and espe-
cially Karabakh, saying that they high-
light the watchdog’s “biased attitude
towards Azerbaijan’s territorial integ-
rity.” Baku did not immediately react
to the latest global survey.

Armenia Reports First Coronavirus Case
In a Citizen Returning from Iran
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YEREVAN -- Armenia has de-
tected its first confirmed case of a
coronavirus infection, that of a 29-
year-old man who recently returned
with his wife from Iran, Prime Minis-
ter Nikol Pashinyan said in a post on
Facebook.

Pashinyan said in his post on
March 1. "Dear compatriots, about
two hours ago we confirmed a case of
coronavirus, unfortunately."

Health Minister Arsen Torosyan
confirmed the news as well.

Pashinyan said the man, an Ar-
menian citizen, arrived by plane from
Tehran on February 28 and later
went to the hospital for treatment.
He is in good condition, the prime
minister said.

Pashinyan said all people the vic-
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tim has had close contact with will be
quarantined.

He added that all of the passen-
gers on the flight with him from Tehran
had been wearing face masks and were
escorted from the airport under previ-
ously set precautions for people trav-
eling from Iran.

A total of 30 people will be quar-
antined he said. They will be provided
with high-level isolated accommoda-
tion services.

Iran has become the hot spot for
the disease in the Middle East. An
Iranian Health Ministry spokesman on
February 29 said nine people died from
the COVID-19 virus over the past 24
hours, bringing the total number of
reported deaths to 43 amid 593 con-
firmed infections.
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Azerbaijan Continues Policy of Inciting
Hatred Against Armenians — Artsakh MFA

STEPANAKERT -- The foreign
ministry of the Republic of Artsakh
issued a statement on the 32nd anni-
versary of the Armenian massacres in
Sumgait:

“32 years ago, on February 27-
29, 1988, the authorities of the
Azerbaijani SSR perpetrated the mas-
sacre and forced deportation of the
Armenian population in the city of
Sumgait, accompanied by atrocities
committed with unprecedented cru-
elty. The three-day mass beatings, kill-
ings and violent acts were the re-
sponse of the authorities of Baku to the
peaceful and legitimate demands of the
Armenians of Artsakh (Karabakh) to
realize their inalienable right to self-
determination.

There is ample evidence that the
massacres of Armenians in Sumgait
were thoroughly prepared and planned
by the Azerbaijani authorities. Speak-
ing at the rallies held on the eve of the
massacres, high-ranking representa-
tives of the city authorities called on
the crowd to punish the Armenians
and demanded "to kill and to deport
them from Sumgait and from entire
Azerbaijan". Almost every speech
ended with the chanting of "Death to
Armenians!". Amid the obvious inac-
tion of the authorities and law enforce-
ment bodies, as well as guided by the
latters, hundreds of Azerbaijanis in
Sumgait, inspired by the calls for ha-
tred and violence against Armenians,
started unimpeded attacks on the apart-
ments of the Armenians living in
Sumgait, having the lists of addresses

at their disposal.

The impunity of the real organiz-
ers and perpetrators of the crimes
against humanity committed in Sumgait
created a fertile ground for the ethnic
cleansing of Armenians throughout the
Azerbaijani SSR inthe subsequent years
- in Kirovabad, Baku and a number of
other Armenian-populated cities. Thou-
sands of Armenians became victims of
this policy, and hundreds of thousands
became refugees.

Currently, the Azerbaijani authori-
ties, unfortunately, continue their
policy of inciting hatred and xenopho-
bia against the Armenians, heroizing
and glorifying the Azerbaijani officer
who brutally killed an Armenian of-
ficer in Hungary in 2004. Another
manifestation of such a policy became
the rewarding of the Azerbaijani of-
ficer by the President of Azerbaijan for
beheading a serviceman of the Artsakh
Defense Army during the April war of
2016 unleashed against the Republic of
Artsakh, as well as the gross violations
of the norms of humanitarian law and
the war crimes committed by the
Azerbaijani armed forces.

We bow to the memory of the
innocent victims of the Sumgait crime.
The international community should
condemn and give a clear and un-
equivocal assessment to the genocidal
actions committed by the Azerbaijani
authorities against the peaceful Arme-
nian population, which will not only
prevent the repetition of such atroci-
ties in the future, but will also help to
heal the situation in Azerbaijan”.

Armenia Purchases Weapon Locating

Radars from India

. —

India’s Defense Research and
Development Organization (DRDO)
and Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL)

have inked a deal with the Armenian
government to supply India pro-
duced weapon detecting radars in a

Rep. Pallone Calls for Increased Aid
to Armenia and Artsakh

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Today,
Congressional Caucus on Armenian
Issues Co-Chair Representative Frank
Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ) submitted testi-
mony to the House Appropriations Sub-
committee on State, Foreign Opera-
tions, and Related Programs request-
ing an enhanced U.S. commitment to-
wards democracy-building and trade
relations with the Republic of Arme-
nia, as well as promoting peace for the
Republic of Artsakh (Nagorno
Karabakh), by way of the Fiscal Year
2021 Appropriations Bill, Armenian
Assembly of America reports.

In his testimony, Rep. Pallone
highlighted the life-saving work of The
HALO Trust’s vital landmine and
unexploded ordnance clearance efforts
in Artsakh, and asked for $1.5 million
for de-mining and landmine risk edu-
cation programs in Artsakh to protect
civilian lives and continue the critical
work of this program in the region.

With respect to improvement in
democratic governance in Armenia,
Rep. Pallone drew attention to the
steps taken by the Armenian govern-
ment to bolster civil society and demo-
cratic institutions by stating, “The
United States Congress can aid this
process by ensuring we give targeted
assistance during the country’s con-

tinued democratic transition.”

He asked that the Subcommittee
appropriate $100 million for economic,
governance, rule of law, and security
assistance to Armenia.

Additionally, he stressed the trou-
bling disparity between U.S. military
aid to Azerbaijan and Armenia, and
suggested that the United States sus-
pend military aid to Azerbaijan until its
government ceases attacks against
Armenia and Artsakh and agrees to a
peaceful resolution of the ongoing con-
flict. Over the last two years, Azerbaijan
is reported to have received $100 mil-
lion directly from the U.S. Defense
Department.

Rep. Judy Chu Calls for $10 Million in U.S.
Aid to Artsakh

WASHINGTON, DC -- Rep.
Judy Chu (D-CA) has called for $10
million in U.S. aid to Artsakh and
pushed back against State Department
efforts to end life-saving Artsakh
demining assistance, in powerful testi-
mony offered before the House Ap-
propriations Subcommittee on For-
eign Operations, the body tasked to
prepare the Fiscal Year 2021 Foreign
AidBill.

“With at least 1.7 million square
meters of contaminated areas still re-
maining, USAID is trying to end sup-
port for this program with little to no
justification,” argued Rep. Chu.

She continues to explain, “this
request of $10 million pales in com-
parison to the $100 million in security
assistance given to Azerbaijan, so we
can be sure that financial constraints are
not the obstacle here. And it does not
make sense to walk away from a pro-
gram that USAID acknowledges has

been successful while there are still so
many acres of land left to clear.”

“If we are sincere in our commit-
ment to peace, then we must support
this request of $10 million, which will
allow HALO to finish their work and
remove the landmines and UXO that
daily threaten the lives of civilians in
Nagorno-Karabakh,” concluded Chu.

$40 million deal, Times of India has
reported.

Under this defense deal, India
will supply four indigenous ‘Swathi’
weapon Locating Radar (WLR) to Ar-
menia. The supply of the weapon to
Armenia has already started.

According to Indian Government
sources, this deal is being considered
as a big boost for ‘Make in India’ in
defense sector.

Armenia had conducted trials of
weapon offered by India, Russia and
Poland. After conducting the trial, Ar-
menia found Indian Weapon Locating
Radar (WLR) is more reliable and they
decided to go for the Indian made
system.

The radar system is deployed by
the Indian Army along the Line of
Control (LoC) to detect incoming artil-
lery fire from Pakistan. Swathi Weapon
Locating Radar is mobile artillery lo-
cating phased-array radar designed for
spotting and tracking artillery and
rocket fire for counter-action by artil-
lery units.

It can simultaneously detect
multiple projectiles like shells, mor-
tars fired from various locations
within a 50-km radius. It is cur-
rently with the Army in LoC in
Jammu & Kashmir to track the
source of shelling from Pakistani
positions. It was given to Army for
trials in 2018.



The Truth About Khojaly

PERATION, FEB. 1992

AZENS LEFT THROUGH HUMANITARIAN
| BAKH ARMERIAN POSITIONS,

It is endemic for the leadership of
Azerbaijan to voice only their own
interpretation of history in a way that
easily resembles to the Goebbels-like
ideology: “if you tell a lie big enough
and keep repeating it, people will even-
tually come to believe it”.

Since the waning years of the
USSR, the people of the self-determined
Nagorno-Karabakh have been fighting
for the recognition of their status guar-
anteed by the international law.

The lawful demands of the people
of Artsakh to exercise their right to
self-determination were met with anti-
Armenian pogroms on February 27-
29, inthe Azerbaijani city of Sumgait —
26 km away from Baku. Those events,
carried out under the motto “Death to
Armenians”, were the embodiment of
Azerbaijani leadership’s policy of xe-
nophobia, ethnic cleansing and depor-
tation of Armenians.

Those atrocities were the very
reason Andrei Sakharov, Nobel Peace
Prize Laureate, wrote that “even if
some doubted it before Sumgait, no
one sees a moral opportunity to insist
on territorial unity of NKAO and
Azerbaijanafter thistragedy happened.”

If official Baku’s response to
the aspiration of people of Nagorno-
Karabakh to exercise its right to
self-determination were pogroms and
ethnic-cleansing of the Armenian
population, the reaction to the imple-
mentation of that right in 1991, based
on then existing USSR legislation and
norms of international law was the
large-scale war against the newly-
independent Artsakh, accompanied by
gross violations of the international
humanitarian law.

Exactly 26 years ago Azerbaijani
Armed Forces commenced the months-
long shelling of the capital of Nagorno-
Karabakh — Stepanakert, which at that
time had become a shelter for the refu-
gees fleeing the pogroms in Sumgait,
Baku and other cities in Azerbaijan. On
February 13 of 1992, in violation of
international conventions, Azerbaijan
started using BM-21 “Grad” multi
rocket launchers on the residential ar-
eas of Stepanakert. Khojaly was one of
the seven fire bases, used for the
shelling of Stepanakert. Even back in
Soviet time Khojaly had an important
strategic importance, as it was situ-
ated on the crossroad connecting
Stepanakert to other regions of
Nagorno-Karabakh. Moreover, in
1970s the only airport of Nagorno-
Karabakh was built next to Khojaly,
which during the Artsakh’s blockade
was the single gatepoint to the outside
world. Thus, by 1992 it became evi-
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dent that the neutralization of Khojaly
firepoint was an imperative for the
physical preservation of the popula-
tion of both Stepanakert and Nagorno-
Karabakh as a whole. The operation to
neutralize the Khojaly firepoint started
on February 25, 1992.

For months, the Nagorno-
Karabakh self-defense forces had been
informing the Azerbaijani side through
all the possible means about this opera-
tion, its objectives and the humanitar-
ian corridor left for the evacuation
from Khojaly.

Azerbaijan continues to distort
the facts surrounding the bloody events
near the city of Agdam, which they
call the “Khojaly tragedy”. The mere
facts of those events raise many ques-
tions, and the Azerbaijani leaderships,
even after 26 years, still prefers to
keep the answers behind seven locks.

So why did Azerbaijan fail to
organize the evacuation of the people
of Khojaly?

Here is a citation from Ramiz
Fataliev, Chair of the Committee In-
vestigating the Events of Khojaly: “Four
days left until the events of Khojaly.
On February 22, in the presence of the
President, the Prime Minister, the Head
of the KGB and others, a National
Security Council session took place at
which a decision was taken not to
evacuate people fromKhojaly.” Source:
http://www.azadliq.org/content/ar-
ticle/1818751.html

As mentioned, the Nagorno-
Karabakh self-defence forces left a
humanitarian corridor for the people
of Khojaly, the majority of whomsafely
reached Agdam. The former mayor of
Khojaly even reached Baku and is cur-
rently a deputy in Milli Mejlis. Unfortu-
nately, a group of residents of Khojaly,
who successfully crossed the territo-
ries under Armenian control, did not
reach Agdam in the territories con-
trolled by the Azerbaijani side.

Here’s an excerpt from the words
of Azerijournalist Cingiz Mustafaev, a
witness to the events: “On 29th [of
February], when I was heading to
Agdam from another side, from the
village of Umudlu, in a military heli-
copter, I saw that in 10 kilometers
from Khojaly and approximately in 700
meters from our military post, dead
bodies of our people were scattered on
the ground. What horrified me the
most was when [ was filming these
corpses, there were around 10 people
from our side, strolling around easily
in military uniforms. I was told that
there were no corpses, it was impos-
sible to get there, there were Arme-
nians and there was shooting. But
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when we eventually landed there on
our helicopters, three helicopters un-
expectedly and immediately flew to
Agdam; those 10 people left, too. I still
cannot understand why in 700 meters
from our posts, where there were our
soldiers roaming calmly, nobody was
picking up these dead bodies?”/ https:/
/WWW.youtube.com/
watch?v=0uLSIInPRXs

Mr. Mustafaev also speaks of the
main crime committed during the
Agdam events — the mutilation of bod-
ies, discovered couple of days after
the events. “Who has done all this? I
was filming here just yesterday, there
was nothing like that there.” It’s worth
to repeat that the territory where the
bodies were discovered was under the
Azerbaijani control.

It comes as no surprise that there
is zero tolerance in Azerbaijan towards
the doubt, suspicion or investigative
journalism on the official version of
those events. Those who dare to openly
speak about these events were either
killed like Cingiz Mustafaev’s, or im-
prisoned like journalist Eynulla
Fatullayev, or exiled like the first Presi-
dent of Azerbaijan.

Ayaz Mutalibov, President of
Azerbaijan in 1990-1992: The disap-
pointing events happening around, you
know — clashes, death of people, arouse
the feeling of bitterness and sorrow, as
well as suspicions that someone is
certainly unsatisfied with the process.
You see, I am uncertain about the
goals, but nonetheless I have this feel-
ing that there are forces which are
against [the process]; they want the
situation to become worse, for these
things to continue, because, you know,
it is always convenient to take advan-
tage of troubled waters. Many here
seek these waters. Some people do not
care whom to shoot at.

Ayaz Mutalibov: According to
the surviving residents of Khojaly, all
of this was organized to be used as an
excuse for my resignation. Some forces
were struggling to discredit the Presi-
dent. ...
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Ayaz Mutalibov: We arejust tired,
tired of this confrontation. Common
people are dying every day, while some-
one is building his ambitions on it and
pushing forward his political goals.

Let’s not forget that more than
700 residents of Khojaly did not leave
thevillage and were taken to Stepanakert,
where they were provided with food
and medical aid. Two days later they
were transferred to the Azerbaijani side,
without any preconditions.

The Azerbaijani leadership has
not answered yet to those questions
raised by Azerbaijanis themselves.
Meanwhile it has almost mastered the
art of distorting the abovementioned
facts in order to blame others for their
crimes and escape the responsibility,
while attempting to creating a fic-
tional counterbalance to the massa-
cres that it has perpetrated against
Armenians in Sumgait, Baku,
Kirovabad, Maragha.

The Sumgait events created a
precedent of impunity and even of
glorification for the killings of peaceful
Armenian citizens, something we wit-
nessed later on during Armenian mas-
sacres elsewhere in Azerbaijan. The
leadership of Azerbaijan continues to
inject hatred against Armenians. It en-
courages such crimes as the brutal
murder of Gurgen Margaryan, who in
2004 was axed in his sleep by Ramil
Safarov when the two were enrolled in
NATO training course in Budapest.
The killer was later proclaimed a na-
tional hero of Azerbaijan. Even re-
cently, during the April 2016 aggres-
sion against Artsakh, the world wit-
nessed the results of the state-run
policy of Armenophobia in Azerbaijan.
The ISIS-style beheading of Kyaram
Sloyan and two other Nagorno-
Karabakh serviceman, or the brutal
murder and mutilation of elderly fam-
ily in Talish village, as well as the
decoration of the perpetrators of these
war crimes by the President of
Azerbaijan is abhorrent and should be
condemned by the whole international
community.

Armenian Journalist Lucy Kocharyan

Continued frompage 1

and threatening her with lawsuits.

She successfully started a con-
versation about domestic and sexual
violence that is slowly leading to some
action. Gender-based violence is a per-
vasive problem throughout Armenia,
where traditional social norms regard-
ing masculinity, femininity, gender
equality, and the division of household
tasks remainrigid, making her achieve-
ments and impact all the more impres-
sive.

Lucy Kocharyan hosts two pro-
grams on Public Radio of Armenia,
where she raises issues of health,
women and children.

Addressing the ceremony Mela-
nia Trump said “It is an honor to be
here again to celebrate these inspiring
women and the incredible impacts they
are making through the work they
have dedicated themselves to all over
the world.”

“In my fourth year attending this
ceremony, I continue to be inspired by
the personal stories that accompany
each of these extraordinary women.
Some demonstrate raw courage in the

face of terror,” she added.

“Asfirst lady of the United States,
I’m proud of what this country contin-
ues to do for women,” Trump contin-
ued, “and I’m honored to represent a
nation that not only recognizes women
around the world who are making a
difference internationally but empow-
ers and supports them in their endeav-
ors so they can affect positive change
for others.”

The first lady centered her re-
marks on courage and what the word
means, including how it is related to
other qualities like bravery and strength.

“These women represent the
strength of the female spirit,” Trump
said. “Each of them have demonstrated
acts of courage and leadership, often
at risk to their own personal safety.”

2020 award winners came from
Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Bolivia, Burkina Faso, the Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous Region of China,
Malaysia, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Syria,
Yemenand Zimbabwe. They have faced
everything from death threats to law-
suits to social media harassment while
taking on their leadership positions and
attempting to make positive change.
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Researcher Samvel Karapetyan
Passed Away Aged 58

YEREVAN -- Historian, re-
searcher and author Samvel
Karapetyan passed away on
Thursday aged 58. His family con-
firmed the news to Public Radio
of Armenia.

Born on July 30 1961, Kara-
petyan embarked on an active study
of natural monuments in 1975, trav-
elling across Soviet Armenia to col-
lect records. Since 1978, he had
been researching the historical Ar-
menian sites currently on the terri-
tory of Turkey, taking photographs,
conducting measurements and pro-
viding detailed descriptions.

Over the past three decades,

Karapetyan studied and recorded thou-
sands of samples of historical Arme-
nianarchitecture in Armenia, Nagorno-
Karabakh and neighboring countries.

Karapetyan headed the Yerevan
branch of the Research on Armenian
Architecture NGO.

Karapetyan was also known as
an outspoken critic of the treatment of
Armenian monuments in Turkey, Geor-
gia and Azerbaijan-

In2004, Karapetyan was awarded
with Mesrop Mashtots medal of the
Artsakh Republic and in 2007 - with
the Armenian Presidential Humanitar-
ian Sciences Prize for his work in
literature.

American-Armenian Athlete Allison
Halverson Gains Armenian Citizenship
Hopes to Compete at Tokyo Olympics

GLENDALE — American-Arme-
nian athlete Allison Halverson has
gained Armenian citizenship and will
most likely represent Armenia at the
2020 Tokyo Olympics.

An NCAA runner-up at San Di-
ego State, 2014 graduate Halverson
hopes to qualify for the 24-woman
heptathlon field at the August 2020
Games.

“Iamofticially an Armenian Citi-
zen! This is one of my proudest ac-
complishments!” the athlete said on
Instagram, captioning a photo of her
with an Armenian passport.

“But I have to pick up my pass-
port in Armenia, which is going to be
awesome,” she said.

She’s looking forward to travel-
ing to the capital Yerevan.

“I’ve never been to Armenia, you
know, but then I’ve been thinking
about it,” she said. “I’d rather compete
for another country and be there” in-
stead of miss the U.S. team despite
being one of the world’s best. “If 'm
there, I deserve to be there.”

In October 2019 Halverson and
her “100% Armenian” mother (maiden
name Stepanian) drove to the Arme-
nian Consulate in Glendale, presented
proof of nationality and applied for a
passport.

“Everything went very smoothly
and they told me ... they will mail
[forms] to Armenia,” she said. “After
that in a month I will receive a tracking
number by email.”

Robert Emmiyan, president of
the Armenian Athletics Federation and
a former Soviet long jumper with the

fourth-best mark in history, was ex-
cited when Halverson told him she’s
half-Armenian and wanted dual citi-
zenship.

“He said: ‘I’ll take you anywhere.
We’ll go to all the meets — the Euro-
pean championships” and other meets
where she’ll be able to rack up world
rankings points — a change in the
Olympic qualifying system that once
relied on “A” and “B” standards and a
top-three finish at the U.S. Olympic
Trials.

According to family lore,
Halverson’s maternal grandfather came
to America after World War . “One of
the documents we found — his mother
wrote this letter or note that during the
Armenian genocide, they dressed up
my grandpa as a little girl — because
they were killingboys,” she said. “They
said he was 5, even though he was 7,
and they got him on a ship that went to
Ellis Island.”

“Just over 100 years ago my
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Ani and Mark Gabrellian Launch
the AGBU Helen C. Evans Scholarship

NEW YORK -- Reflecting their
strong belief in scholarship and educa-
tion, and their admiration and respect
for a pillar in her field, Ani and Mark
Gabrellian have launched the AGBU
Helen C. Evans Scholarship to honor
the curator of last year's Armenia!
exhibition at The Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art.

"After several visits to Armenia!
and conversations with Dr. Evans, we
were inspired to both honor and rec-
ognize her outstanding achievements,
and to also encourage others to con-
tinue exploring this culturally and his-
torically valuable field," stated the
Gabrellians. "We are pleased to be
working with AGBU, which has a long
and trusted history in providing and
administering scholarships."

The scholarship was announced
at a dinner with Dr. Evans, the Mary
and Michael Jeharis Curator for Byz-
antine Art; Daniel Weiss, President
and Chief Executive Officer of The
Met; C. Griffith Mann, the Michel
David-Weill Curator in Charge of The
Met's Department of Medieval Art and
The Cloisters, along with family, friends
and board members from AGBU, which
will manage the endowment and schol-
arship selection process. AGBU also
contributed to and collaborated with
The Met on the exhibition's cultural
and educational programming during
its duration, as well as released a series
of Webtalks with Dr. Evans and Dr.
Mann.

"l am so appreciative for this
tremendous honor and all that it repre-
sents in encouraging study in the field
which has been so central to my ca-
reer," said Dr. Evans. "This scholar-
ship will ensure recognition of the
importance of Armenian culture over
the next generations."

In launching the scholarship ex-
actly one year after the Armenia! exhi-
bition closed, the Gabrellians sought
to emphasize both the immense pride
and excitement shared by Armenians
worldwide, and the more than a million
visitors, mostly non-Armenians, who
had the opportunity to view the first
major exhibition of the remarkable
achievements of the Armenian people
over fourteen centuries, from a global

perspective.

"While many institutions, organi-
zations and individuals contributed to
make this historic exhibition possible,
it was the expertise and determination
of one person that made it a reality,"
the Gabrellians explained. "Dr. Evans's
knowledge about and passion for Byz-
antine art, including the significant
contributions made by Armenians, re-
sulted in this groundbreaking display."

This initiative builds on the
Gabrellians' efforts to support stu-
dents and scholars, especially those
focused on the humanities and inter-
disciplinary studies, which, they be-
lieve, play a key role in understanding
the past and improving the future. At
the University of Rochester, where
Ani is a member of its board of trust-
ees, they have supported both scholar-
ship and programmatic initiatives, in-
cluding the Mesrop Mashtots Innova-
tion Grants and the Artemis and Hagop
Nazerian Humanities Lecture Series, in
honor of Ani's parents. Ani and Mark
have also endowed scholarship and
internship programs at Cornell Univer-
sity, where they serve on a number of
deans' and other leadership councils.

The AGBU Helen C. Evans Schol-
arship will support exceptional gradu-
ate students from around the world
pursuing studies in Armenian art, art
history, architecture, or early Chris-
tianity. Helen C. Evans Scholars are to
demonstrate a strong interest in pursu-
ing world-leading research, teaching,
publication and curation to help foster
the world's understanding and appre-
ciation of these topics. The scholarship
will be awarded by AGBU, with Dr.
Evans assisting in the review process.

The Gabrellians see this as an
opportunity for the entire community
to meaningfully recognize Dr. Evans's
contributions to this field, and hope
others will follow their lead in support-
ing the endowment for this scholar-
ship. Contributions are invited and may
be made by contacting Karen Papazian
atkpapazian@agbu.org or calling 212-
319-6383. Please make checks pay-
able to AGBU (Memo: Evans Scholar-
ship) and mail to AGBU Development
Department, 55 East 59th Street, New
York, N.Y. 10022.

ancestors faced some of the hardest
times ever seen on this earth... many
of them lost their lives in unspeakable
ways, but my grandfather was able to
narrowly escape the Armenian Geno-
cide by dressing up as a young girl
and taking a boat to Ellis Island. With-

out my ancestors’ sacrifices and cour-
age, | wouldn’t be here today. I have
fallen in love with this amazing, beau-
tiful, welcoming, and strong country
and am excited to see what the future
holds for myself and Armenia,” she
wrote.
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