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Karabakh Presidential Elections
Set for Runoff

i

Arayik Harutiunyan and Masis Mayilyan to faceoff in runoff on April 14

STEPANAKERT -- Former prime
minister Arayik Harutiunyan won the
first round of a presidential election in
Nagorno-Karabakh and will face sec-
ond place finished, Masis Mayilyan, in
a runoff two weeks later, according to
preliminary vote results released on
Wednesday.

The Central Election Commis-
sion (CEC) said more than 73 percent
of Karabakh’s 104,300 eligible cast
ballots in the polls.

As many as 14 candidates were
running for president in Artsakh, while
10 parties and 2 alliances were compet-
ing for seats in the National Assembly.

According to the initial results,
presidential candidates Arayik Harut-
yunyan garnered 36,076 votes or
49.26% of the votes, Masis Mayilyan
— 19,360 votes or 26.4% of the votes,
Vitaly Balasanyan — 10,755 votes or
14.7% of the votes and Ashot Ghulyan
— 1,683 votes or 2.3% of the votes.

None of the presidential candi-
dates was openly backed during the
election campaign by Bako Sahakyan,
the outgoing Karabakh president, or
Armenia’s political leadership. Both
frontrunners as well as Balasanyan
used to hold major positions in
Sahakyan’s administration.

Balasanyanhas been abitter critic
of the current Armenian government

and Prime Minister Nikol Pashiniyan in
particular ever since he resigned as
Karabakh’s top security official last
year. Pashinyan’s political allies have
accused the general of maintaining
close ties with Armenia’s former lead-
ership overthrown in the 2018 “Velvet
Revolution.”

Harutiunyan has a much more
cordial relationship with the Pashinian
government. The 46-year-old served
as Karabakh’s prime minister from
2007-2017. He has extensive business
interests in the territory.

The official results also show
Harutiunyan’s Free Fatherland party
winning the largest number of seats in
Karabakh’s next parliament also elected
on Tuesday. The party won over 40
percent of the vote.

The United Homeland party of
Samvel Babayan, another retired gen-
eral, finished second with 23.6 percent
ofthe vote. Babayan had led Karabakh’s
defense army during and after the 1991-
1994 war with Azerbaijan.

Also winning parliament seats
were three other Karabakh parties:
Balasanyan’s Justice (7.9 percent), the
Karabakhbranch ofthe Armenian Revo-
lutionary Federation (6.4 percent) and
the Democratic Party (5.8 percent).
The latter is led by Ashot Ghulyan, the
outgoing parliament speaker.

USAID Increases Funding for
Covid-19 in Armenia

WASHINGTON, D.C.- The U.S.
State Department and USAID an-
nounced today, that they are providing
Armenia with $1.1 million in health
assistance in respose to the Covid-19
pandemic, reported the Armenian
Council of America (ACA).

The aid will help prepare labora-
tory systems, activate case-finding and
event-based surveillance, support tech-
nical experts for response and pre-
paredness, bolster risk communica-
tion, and more.

The US has invested nearly $106
million in health assistance to Armenia
thus far and over $1 billion total for the

past two decades.

The State Department and USAID
have allocated $274 million in emer-
gency health and humanitarian assis-
tance to help countries in need, in
addition to the funding that is already
provided to the World Health Organi-
zation and UNICEEF.

ACA commends the State De-
partment in providing much needed
healthcare assistance to Armenia dur-
ing this global pandemic. We hope that
the Trump Administration will also
reverse course and continue providing
aid for the demining efforts in Artsakh
through the HALO Trust.

More Travel Restrictions Imposed in Armenia

Coronavirus Cases Top 570 with 4 Deaths

YEREVBAN -- Authorities sus-
pended public transport in Yerevan
and set up roadblocks across Arme-
nia on Wednesday as they stepped up
their efforts to slow the spread of
coronavirus.

An Armenian government task
force coordinating those efforts an-
nounced the new travel restrictions
after extending on Tuesday existing
curbs on people’s movement and the
closure of most businesses in the coun-
try by at least ten days.

The Armenian Ministry of Health
said on Wednesday morning that the
number of registered coronavirus cases
rose by 39 to 571 in the past 24 hours.

The ministry had reported slightly
faster rises in COVID-19 infections in
previous days.

An 89-year-old patient diagnosed
with coronavirus died at Nork Infec-
tious Clinical Hospital, becoming 4th
virus victim in Armenia.

The patient had pneumonia, as
well as chronic diseases such as arte-
rial hypertension, diabetes.

Health Minister Arsen Torosyan
expressed concern over these infec-
tion rates late on Tuesday. He said
that if they do not fall in the comings
days Armenia will have as many as

Continued on page 2

Coronavirus Stimulus Package
to Benefit Average Americans

WASHINGTON, DC -- Congres-
sional lawmakers put the finishing
touches on a $2 trillion stimulus bill to
respond to the coronavirus pandemic,
with cash and assistance for average
Americans, Main Street businesses and
hard-hit airlines and manufacturers,
among others.

Highlights of the legislation:

Direct payments to individuals

Under the plan as it was being
negotiated, Americans can expect
checks from the government to help
them cope with the economic devasta-
tion stemming from the coronavirus
crisis. Individuals would receive
$1,200, married couples would get
$2,400 and parents would see $500 for
each child under age 17.

The payments would start to
phase out for individuals with adjusted
gross incomes of more than $75,000,
and those making more than $99,000
would not qualify at all. The thresholds
are $112,500 as the head of household
or $150,000 if married and filing
jointly.

Americans who live in other
countries may also be eligible.

One requirement for receiving
the payments is need to have a valid
Social Security number.

Student loan payments sus-
pended

The Department of Education
would suspend payments on student

Continued on page 2
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Rep. Frank Pallone Calls for Immediate
Suspension of Military Assistance to
Azerbaijan

WASHINGTon, D.C. -- In a tes-
timony before the House Armed Ser-
vices Committee Congressman Frank
Pallone, Jr (D-NJ) has called for im-
mediate suspension of military assis-
tance to Azerbaijan, Armenian Assem-
bly of America reports.

In his testimony, Armenian Cau-
cus Co-Chair Pallone highlighted the
ongoing “intimidation and cross-bor-
der attacks against Armenia and
Artsakh” by Azerbaijan andraised con-
cerns about the security assistance
allocated to Azerbaijan through the
Section 333 Building Partner Capacity
Program (BPCP). Congressman
Pallone stated that such assistance was
“wholly counterintuitive to the U.S.
peace mission in the South Caucasus
Region” and “defies almost two de-
cades of parity in U.S. security assis-
tance to Armenia and Azerbaijan.” Con-
gressman Pallone therefore called on
the Armed Services Committee to in-
clude language inthe ND A A that would:

-Suspend U.S. military aid to
Azerbaijan until its government “ceases
attacks against Armenia and Artsakh
and agrees to the peaceful resolution
of regional conflicts.”

-Establishreporting requirements
with respect to assistance provided

|

under the BPCP and prevent funds
from going “to human rights abusing
regimes” like Azerbaijan.

-Add a certification requirement
to Section 907 of the FREEDOM Sup-
port Act.

-Increase military assistance to
Armenia.

Congressman Pallone also stated
that the bill should “reflect our unwa-
vering commitment to building de-
mocracy and a stronger geo-strategic
relationship with the Republic of Ar-
menia” as well as prioritizing a lasting
peace with respect to the Nagorno
Karabakh conflict.

Armenian Soldiers, Civilian Wounded as
Azerbaijani Troops Target Boarder Villages

TAVUSH -- Two soldiers guard-
ing Armenia’s border with Azerbaijan
and a teenage resident of an Armenian
border village were reportedly wounded
on Monday evening in an Azerbaijani
ceasefire violations. The attack was
recorded at around 7pm local time.

The Armenian Defense Ministry
reported that the soldiers sustained
light wounds as their unit repelled an
Azerbaijani raid on its positions in the
northern Tavush province bordering
the Gazakh district in western
Azerbaijan.

A ministry statement said
Azerbaijani forces also shot at two
Armenian villages located in the area:
Baghanis and Voskevan. It said a boy
in Voskevan was wounded as a result.

Tavush’s governor, Hayk
Chobanyan, told RFE/RL’s Arme-
nian service that the boy was shot in
the chest and rushed to hospital. His
life is not at risk now, said
Chobanyan.

“In order to stabilize the situa-
tion in the border zone and to counter
the brazen actions by Azerbaijani

forces taken amid the
[coronavirus] pandemic the Arme-
nian Armed Forces will resort to
actions commensurate with the situ-
ation. Azerbaijan’s military-political
leadership will be fully responsible
for the consequences,” read the De-
fense Ministry statement.

Another Armenian soldier de-
ployed in Tavush was wounded on
Friday, according to the ministry.

EU Pledges Financial Support for
Eastern Partnership Member States

BRUSSELS -- The European
Commission says it has reallocated
more than 140 million euros ($154
million) to help Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Belarus, Georgia, Moldova,and Ukraine
in their fight against the coronavirus
pandemic.

In a statement on March 30, the
commission said it would also "redi-
rect the use of existing instruments"
worth up to 700 million euros ($772
million) to help the six countries of the
EU's Eastern Partnership program miti-
gate the socioeconomic impact of the
crisis.

"These are very difficult times
not only for the EU, but for our partner
countries as well," Commissioner for
Neighborhood and Enlargement Oliver
Varhelyi said.

Commissioner for Neighbour-
hoodand Enlargement Olivér Varhelyi
said: “These are very difficult times
not only for the EU, but for our
partner countries as well. We are
doing all we can to mitigate the impact
of the coronavirus outbreak on hu-
man lives and livelihoods. We are
responding both to the immediate
needs of the health systems, as well
as longer term needs to the most
vulnerable groups in society and small
and medium-sized enterprises, which
are the backbone of the economies in
the six countries.”

The commission said it would
support the supply of medical devices
and personal protective equipment,
such as ventilators, laboratory Kkits,
masks, and goggles worth 30 million
euros ($33 million) to the health sys-

The & partners
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tems of the six countries in the coming
weeks.

The Commission has also made
available more than €11.3 million in
small grants to civil society organi-
sations. These funds are already re-
sponding to immediate needs, through
the ongoing regional “Rapid Response
Mechanism”, such as supporting local
schools with distance learning. By the
summer, and as part of this package,
the Commission will launch the “East-
ern Partnership Solidarity Programme”
which will target the most affected
parts of the populations through civil
society support and notably sub-grants
to smaller, local organisations.

The funds would also be used to
support the training of medical and
laboratory staff, as well as awareness-
raising measures to the populations.

The redirected funds worth 700
million euros will be used mainly to
provide liquidity in the six countries,
including through "working capital,
trade finance, or moratoria on debt
service," and to help smal and medium-
sized enterprises access credit and boost
their businesses after the crisis.

Coronavirus Stimulus Package

Continued frompage 1

loan borrowers without penalty through
September 30, according to the bill.

REAL ID deadline delayed

The deadline to obtain a REAL
ID, federally mandated identification
that will be needed for passengers to
board aircraft, will be extended until at
least September 2021 -- a year past the
current deadline, according to a draft
version of the Senate stimulus bill.

Before the coronavirus pandemic
swept across the US, states were pre-
paring to issue residents "REAL ID-
compliant" driver's licenses or
identifiThe federal government would
give jobless workers an extra $600 a
week for four months on top of their
state benefits, which range from $200
to $550 a week, on average, depending
on the state.

Self-employed workers, those

seeking part-time work, and workers
who quit their job or can’t reach their
place of work as a result of COVID-19
are among those eligible for benefits.

The legislation calls for sending
out the payments “as rapidly as pos-
sible.” Eligible individuals will receive
the funds electronically if they previ-
ously authorized refunds to be deliv-
ered to them that way. Otherwise, they
will be sent out via postal mail.

The government will use 2019
returns if not filled will use 2018 infor-
mations. It also may use a 2019 Social
Security benefit statement, or Form
SSA-1099, or the Social Security
Equivalent Benefit Statement, or Form
RRB-1099.

More important, the money will
not be counted as taxable income. It
will be considered a credit, so you can
deduct the sum against your future
taxes.

More Travel Restrictions Imposed in Armenia

Continued frompage 1

2,000 coronavirus cases by April 14.
This would overwhelm the national
healthcare system increasingly strug-
gling to contain the epidemic, he said.

Deputy Prime Minister Tigran
Avinyan, who heads the coronavirus
task force, said for his part that by
toughening the nationwide lockdown
the government hopes to cause the

epidemic to recede in the second of
April.

In line with the new restrictions,
all subway and bus services in Yerevan
were suspended on Thursday morn-
ing. Only taxis will be allowed to trans-
port people until April 12.

People also can move around in
their or their family members’ or co-
workers’ cars. But they must prove,
including with documents signed by

their employers, that they left their
homes for work or other urgent needs.

Police and other security agen-
cies set up checkpoints on highway
sections just outside Yerevan and other
Armenian cities and towns. They
checked every vehicle leaving or en-
tering those communities.

Bus services between the Arme-
nian capital and the rest of the country
were already halted last week.

Many of the remaining commut-
ers in Yerevan were not happy with the
temporary ban on public transport.

They argued that they have to go to
work and cannot afford taxis on a daily
basis.

“l work in a hospital and also
provide home care to a sick person,”
said Liana Babayan, a healthcare
worker. “Working people should be
able to use public transport. Let them
just show their documents or have
their temperature checked.”

“l now have to go to work on
foot,” complained another resident.
“My workplace is far away from my
home.”
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Armenia Records Major Improvements in Democratic Progress and
Economic Freedoms Indicators

YEREVAN (Arka.am) -- Arme-
nian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
during his morning live report on
Facebook spoke about Armenia’s new
achievements in international organi-
zations’ rankings.

He suggested that fellow citi-
zens take a break from the tense situ-
ation due to the coronavirus and enjoy
the positive assessments of Armenia
in the field of democratization and
economic freedoms.

textual part, but also specific indica-
tors for measuring the level of democ-
ratization," the prime minister added.

Pashinyan noted that on the indi-
cator of "elective democracy” Arme-
nia upgraded its rank from 117th to
34th, on the component of "liberality"
- from 125th to 65th, on "equality" -
from 63rd to 40th, in "competitive-
ness" - from the 105th to 52nd, in
"advisory" - from 113th to 31st.

The prime minister stressed that

COUNTRIES SUBSTANTIALLY DEMOCRATIZING OR AUTOCRATIZING, 2009-2019 - ...
.

Dem

VARIETIES OF DEMOCRACY]

‘_ Substantially declining on
\ the Liberal Democracy index
. (Lo

¢singreyare
stantially unchanged,

Democratic Progress

Pashinyan said that the initiative
"Varieties of Democracy" Institute
published a world report on democ-
racy for 2020, which states that al-
though there is a serious increase in
authoritarianism in the world, never-
theless Armenia records high democ-
ratization indicators in 2019.

In his words, the report states
that democratic activists in Armenia
can now reap the benefits of their
peaceful rallies and that they can
celebrate the fact that since 2019
(apparently, parliamentary elections
are meant) the country has been ruled
by a democratically elected govern-
ment.

"And here, not only the overall
assessment is important, but the spe-
cifics, since the report is not only a

in advisory democracy category, the
report’s important components are
validity (that is, the government’s ex-
planation of its actions), public inter-
ests (how much the government’s
actions correspond to these interests),
respect for counterarguments (from
the government), and so on.

Also, according to him, the au-
thors of the report pointed out the high
level of women's participation in poli-
tics and civil rights and certain progress
in the involvement of civil society.

Speaking about the negative com-
ponents, the premier pointed out that
in Armenia, protectionism has come
close to the minimum level and it will
be rooted out soon. "And in terms of
the level of corruption of the execu-
tive branch, we are also approaching
a minimum," Pashinyan said.

Indicator of Economic Freedoms

Then Nikol Pashinyan analyzed
Armenia’s achievements in the "Indi-
cator of Economic Freedoms in 2020."

“Important is that the status of
Armenia in this report has changed this
year. Earlier our economy was consid-
ered “moderately free”, while in 2020
it was rated as “mostly free”. Armenia
recorded progress in 13 categories and
now came 34th in the ranking,"
Pashinyan said.

According to the report, Armenia
has made progress on 8 indicators,
including property rights, the effec-
tiveness of the judiciary, government
trustworthiness, and the tax burden.

The prime minister said that ac-
cording to the authors of the study, the
progress of Armenia is largely due to the
sharp increase in the improvement of
fiscal policy. "In the European region,
our country is 18th among 45," he said.

In his words, the report also
contains recommendations, in particu-
lar, Armenia should attract investment
and liberalize the economy and it should
also pay great attention to strengthen-

ing the effectiveness of the judicial
system and improving the reliability of
the management system. "This means
that the direction of our economic
policy is in tune with the trends of
international experts," said Pashinyan.

It is also noted that the processes
for starting businesses and concluding
contracts have been modernized, the
protection of small investors has im-
proved, there is a quality workforce,
but the level of professionalism is in-
sufficient.

“These reports are important in
that after the current economic crisis
we will have to carry out serious eco-
nomic reforms, attract investments in
the republic. And serious investors
study such reports in order to under-
stand which countries they can deal
with, what processes are going on
there, whether it is worth investing
there," Pashinyan said.

Hesaid that Armenia still has plenty
to do, and after overcoming the threat of
the coronavirus the authorities will em-
bark on building a new, real, happier,
stronger and reliable future.

Former French-Armenian Minister
Patrick Devedjian Dies of COVID-19

PARIS -- Patrick Devedjian was
75 (born August 26, 1944), a former
cabinet minister and former president
of'the Parisian Haut-de-Seine adminis-
trative district has become one of the
first high-profile politicians to die of
COVID-19.

He had announced on Twitter on
Thursday morning that he had been
diagnosed positive at Covid-19. He
had been hospitalized.

Devedjian had been placed for
observation on Wednesday in a hospi-
tal in the south of the department but
his condition did not need intubation.

A lawyer by profession, Patrick

Devedjian was a deputy for the 13th
district of Hauts-de-Seine from 1986
to 2017, mayor of Antony from 1983
t02002 and elected departmental coun-
cilor in 2004. He had has chaired the
department since 2007.

A close adviser of Nicolas
Sarkozy since the 1990s, he was Min-
ister under the Prime Minister in charge
of the Implementation of the Recovery
Plan, a special ministerial post created
for two years after the global financial
crisis of 2008, since December 2008.

"l am affected by the epidemic,
therefore I am able to bear witness
directly to the exceptional work of
doctors and nurses," he wrote on
Twitter earlier in the week. "I'm send-
ing them a big thank you for their
constant help to all their patients."

Armenia's leaders immediately
paid tribute to the late French-Arme-
nian politician.

“It is with great sorrow that I
learned of the demise of Patrick
Devedjian. He was an exceptional per-
sonality, a politician of convictions
and principles, faithful fighter for the
Armenian cause, an essential figure in
French-Armenian friendship,” Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan said in a
Twitter post.

“This is a severe blow to the
French Armenians, the Armenian
people and France,” Pashinyan added.

He offered condolences to
Patrick Devedjian wife, his sons and
his friends.

“Armenia and all Armenians share
the pain of this great loss with France
and the French people,” the Prime
Minister said.

France and Armenia lost one of
their best sons, Armenia’s President
Armen Sarkissian said in a message.

“l am shocked at the death of
Patrick Devedjian, a prominent French-

Armenian politician, chairman of the
Council of the Hauts-de-Seine depart-
ment,” the President said.

“Patrick Devedjian was a bright
politician and individual, upright, edu-
cated, responsible in his words and

deeds. At the same time, he was a
tireless advocate of the Armenian
Cause, whose voice was heard nation-
ally and internationally,” the President
added.

He notedthat after Armenia gained
independence, Patrick Devedjian be-
came one of the architects of the

Continued onpage 4
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Australian Commemoration of the Armenian
Genocide to Be a Live Stream Event

SYDNEY -- Australia’s National
Armenian Genocide Commemoration
Evening, which is typically held in
Sydney before an audience of around
1000 guests and community, will be a
Live Stream Event to ensure Arme-
nian-Australians can remain compli-
ant to coronavirus (COVID-19) re-
strictions while still honouring the
105th Anniversary of the memory of
their ancestors, reports the Armenian
National committee of America.

The Armenian Genocide Com-
memorative Committee announced that
on Friday 24th April 2020, a special
program will be premiered live on
Facebook, and likely other social net-
works, from 7:30pm (Australian East-
ern Time).

The one-hour long production
will include important messages mark-
ing the anniversary, updates in advo-
cacy efforts targeting justice, as well
as a keynote feature which will be
revealed in due course.

“While being forced into this

change in format due to the current
crisis, we are excited that it allows our
community — as well as others from
around the world — to tune in with their
families and remember the sacrifice of
those who fell in 1915,” said the Arme-
nian Genocide Joint Commemorative
Committee’s Hratch Loussikian.

“We are working hard producing
a program that justifies the weight of
the occasion, and will come forth with
further announcements of what to ex-
pect and where to tune in over coming
weeks,” Loussikian added.

The member organisations of
the organizing Armenian Genocide
Commemorative Committee are the
Social Democrat Hunchakian Party,
the Armenian Revolutionary Federa-
tion, the Armenian Democratic Lib-
eral Party, the Armenian General Be-
nevolent Union, Hamazkaine, Nor
Serount, Homenetmen, Tekeyan, Ar-
menian Relief Society, Dkhrouni,
AGBU Youth and the Armenian Y outh
Federation.

First Online Learning Platform iUniversity
Launched at National Polytechnic University

YEREVAN — iUniversity, the
first Armenian online educational plat-
form, has been launched in the Na-
tional Polytechnic University of Arme-
nia (NPUA), the press service of the
government reported.

The platform will be used also by
the university’s branches in Gyumri,
Kapan and Vanadzor, as well as by the
affiliated college and high school.

The platform enables registration
of all the beneficiaries, creation for
each group and class a list of subjects
and homework, studying materials and
an electronic library. It also enables
uploading video lectures, which will
allow students to send questions to
their teachers as well as get an environ-
ment for discussing the subject and get
marks for completed online work.

The platform also provides the
opportunity to find out the extent of
the conducted online training on a
specific subject, to identify any diffi-
culties and shortcomings that arise.
Thanks to this, part of faculty respon-
sible for the educational processes,

can control it and offer new tools to
eliminate the shortcomings.

“The NPUA expressed its readi-
ness to provide all the facilities and
technical maintenance of the platform
to those educational institutions that
need it throughout the state of emer-
gency,” the government said.

From March 16 to April 14, a
state of emergency is in force in Arme-
nia. The goal is to curb the spread of
coronavirus. On March 24, the gov-
ernment imposed stringent restrictions
on the movement of citizens and banned
some types of economic activity until
March 31.

Patrick Devedjian Dies of COVID-19

Continued frompage 1

privileged Armenian-French relation-
ship.

“The development of Armenia was
a priority for him, and he was contrib-
uting to it with specific programs and

actions,” Armen Sarkissian said.

He offered deepest condolences
to Patrick Devedjian’s wife, children
and grandchildren, relatives, as well as
the French-Armenians and the entire
Armenian nation.
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Iranian-Armenian Painter Edman Aivazian
Dies from Coronavirus in London

LONDON — The London-based
Iranian-Armenian painter Edman
Aivazian passed away from a
coronavirus infection at the age of
89 in London, the Persian service of
Honaronline announced on Wednes-
day.

Aivazian was admitted to the hos-
pital in London a month ago over his
dizzy spells and blood pressure disor-
ders. Fourteen days after, he was
transferred into another ward due to a
high fever, and finally, he tested posi-
tive for coronavirus four days ago.

Born in Tehran, 1932, Aivazian
started painting by the age of 13. At
the age of 16 he participated in the
International Exhibition of Y oung Paint-
ers organised by UNESCO and was
amongst the prize winners.

Starting from 1948, for more
than 70 years, Aivazian's paintings
have been shown in many collective
and individual exhibitions in Iran,
Great Britain, USA, Armenia and else-
where.

From 1984-2016 Edman Aivazian
gave individual exhibitions at the Gorky
Gallery, New York; Gulbenkian Hall;
London, Rochan Gallery; London,
National State Gallery of Armenia;
Yerevan, Niavaran Palace; Teheran
and Ararat Union Hall; Teheran.

As a member of the Federation
of British Artists; the Royal Society of

Marine Artists; the Royal Institute of
Oil Painters and the Wapping Group of
Artists, he has participated in many
exhibitions organised by the above so-
cieties and institutions in the UK.

His paintings can be found in
many galleries, museums, institutions
and private collections world-wide,
such as the Armenian Monastery of St
Lazar, Venice; Aram Khachaturian
Museum, Yerevan; St Sarkis and
Narmak Armenian churches, Teheran,;
National Iranian Oil Company, Tehe-
ran; Northrop Institute, USA; Artak
Manukian Museum, Tehran; National
Gallery of Armenia, Yerevan; Contem-
porary Art Museum of Armenia,
Yerevan and Hovhannes Ayvazovsaky
Museum, Crimea.

Aivazian wanted his paintings to
adorn the walls of people’s homes
rather than to be kept in the collections
of art dealers.

“When you hold an exhibition,
you can find your way to people’s
hearts and there is no place where you
can hide something there,” Aivazian
had said after opening his exhibition in
Tehran.

“An exhibition helps form a con-
nection, and you can get a good lesson
from people there that you would oth-
erwise never learn at your work. This
is the result of a direct relationship
with people,” he had stated.

Very attached to his origins and
double culture, Patrick Devedjian had
been one of the lawyers of the four
members of Armenian Secret Army
for Liberation of Armenia (ASALA)
who had captured the Turkish consu-
late in 1981, taking 60 hostages.

The operation codenamed “Van”
was a new phenomenon in the activi-
ties of ASALA and in general in the
history of the Armenian national lib-
eration movement. The trial of the
young men -Vasken Sislian, Aram

Basmajian, Hagob Dzhulfayan, and
Kevork Guzelian —would also become
a historical event.

The trial took place from Janu-
ary 24 to January 31, 1984, was the
first political process after the trial of
Soghomon Tehlirian in 1921. The trial
turned into a tribune for the accusation
of Turkey. The interests of the Arme-
nian people were brilliantly defended
by lawyers Leclerc, Teijan, Signar,
Patrick Devedjian, Aslanyan, and
Pestimaljyan.
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BLOOD

SAVE A LIFE

DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF THOSE WHO PERISHED IN 1915 AND
THOSE WHOSE LIVES WERE SAVED BY HUMANITY

Conducted by

American
Red Cross

Sponsored by

lent |

FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2020
2:00pm - 8:00pm

AEBU Center
1060 North Allen Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91104

Schedule your Appointment
Visit www.redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code AEBU

For more information
Contact AEBU at 6263447321
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