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Announces the opening of the

2020 AEBU
Scholarship Program

To apply, visit our website

WWW.AEBU.ORG

APPLY NOW

Through June 30, 2020

All eligible undergraduate students of
Armenian descent are invited to apply.

62623447321
AEBU SCHOLARSHIP FUND COMMITTEE
1060 North Allen Avenue « Pasadena, CA 91104

www.massispost.com

BLOOD

SAVE A LIFE

Sponsored by | Conducted by

American
i / Red Cross

Armenian Educational ¢ /,4 &
Benevolent Union \=re

STEP UP! GIVE LIFE...

DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF THOSE WHO PERISHED IN 1915 AND
THOSE WHOSE LIVES WERE SAVED BY HUMANITY

FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2020
2:00pm - 8:00pm

AEBU Center
1060 North Allen Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91104

Schedule your Appointment
Visit www.redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code AEBU

For more information
Contact AEBU at 6263447321
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Araik Harutyunyan Elected as
President of Artsakh

STEPANAKERT — According
to official results of presidential run-
off elections in Artsakh, businessman

and former Prime Minister Araik
Harutyunyan, has cruised to a com-
fortable victory.

The Central Election Commis-
sion of Artsakh shows that Harut-
yunyan received 88% of the votes
(39,860), while Masis Mayilyan re-
ceived 12% of the votes (3,784).

The second round of election
turnout was 45% of eligible voters.
The total number of voters in Artsakh
is 104,777.

Speaking after the announcement
of his victory, Harutyunyan stated the
economic fallout from coronavirus will
be his administration’s firstmajor chal-
lenge.

“Wemust unite not only in Artsakh
but also ... rally around Armenia’s
authorities as they now bear the main
burden of responsibility for address-
ing that problem,” he told reporters.
“Schadenfreude and political disagree-
ments are our main enemy on this
front.”

Armenian President Armen
Sargsyan and Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan congratulated Araik
Harutyunyan on his victory.

Prime Minister Pashinyan also
congratulated Artsakh Armenians
on completing the elections. “They
mandated authorities to further
strengthen the security of Artsakh
and represent it in the peace pro-
cess,” Pashinyan tweeted on
Wednesday. “You have received the
mandate of the people of Artsakh to
strengthen Artsakh’s security, en-
hance the economy and build a so-
ciety hinged on democratic values,
human rights and fundamental lib-
erties. We continue our close coop-
eration with Artsakh to reach our
common goals.”

President-elect Harutyunyan held
a consultative meeting with political
forces in Artsakh and affirmed his
readiness to cooperate with all. “I am
ready to cooperate with everyone. |
have mentioned the agenda — a gen-
eral social-economic program, the
Karabakh issue, security, and har-
monious work with the government
of Armenia. I am ready to cooperate
with everyone around this agenda.
Soon I will start meetings with parlia-
mentary political parties, and I am
open for cooperation with non-parlia-
mentary political parties as well,”
Harutyunyan said.

ACA Congratulates Araik Harutyunyan

Armenian Council of America
extends congratulations to Araik
Harutyunyan for winning the Presi-
dential runoff election in Artsakh.

As his new administration will
bear the burden of the coronavirus
pandemic, and increases in Azeri ag-
gression, we are confident in his lead-
ership to safeguard the people of
Artsakh.

Armenian Council of America has
always championed the self-deter-
mined sovereignty of Artsakh. ACA
will continue to advocate for Artsakh’s
independence and territorial integrity
in the United States and around the
world. We look forward to continuing
our cooperation with President
Sahakyan's government and President-

ARMENIAN
COUNCIL OF
AMERICA

Elect Harutyunyan’s forthcoming ad-
ministration.

We wish President-Elect
Harutyunyan success and vigilance in
the years to come.

Armenia Denies Asking for Turkish
Coronavirus Aid

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — The
Armenian government flatly denied on
Monday a senior Turkish official’s
claim that it has asked Ankara to send
medical supplies needed for tackling
the spread of coronavirus in Armenia.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s top adviser and spokes-
man, Ibrahim Kalin, claimed over the
weekend that Yerevan requested medi-
cation. “Our president has approved
this request and our Health Ministry is
running the process,” he told the
CNNTurk TV channel.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
insisted, however, that its officials
“interacted” with relevant Turkish au-
thorities with the sole aim of evacuat-
ing Armenian citizens from Turkey.

“The cooperation with the Turk-
ish side occurred exclusively within
this framework, and Armenia did not
ask for any other assistance beyond
this framework,” the spokeswoman
for the ministry, Anna Naghdalyan,
said in written comments.

Naghdaliyan said that buses car-
rying 73 Armenians who lived and
worked in Istanbul arrived in Armenia
via Georgia on Friday. She stressed
that Armenia has also been trying to
repatriate its citizens fromother “coun-
tries severely hit by the COVIDI19
pandemic.”

Erdogan reportedly expressed
readiness to assist in the repatriation of
Armenian nationals when he spoke to
the spiritual leader of Turkey’s ethnic
Armenian community, Patriarch Sahak
Mashalian, by phone on April 8. Ac-
cording to the Armenian Patriarchate
of Istanbul, Erdogan also said that
Ankara is ready to provide Yerevan
with medicines used for treating

coronavirus.

Commenting on that report,
Naghdalyan said on April 9 that such
an issue “is not on our agenda.”

The Turkish authorities have re-
ported over 61,000 coronavirus cases
and 1,296 deaths resulting from them
as of Monday, compared with just
over 1,000 cases and 14 deaths re-
corded in Armenia.

Armenia and Turkey do not have
diplomatic relations. Successive Turk-
ish governments have also kept the
border between the two neighboring
states closed because of the unre-
solved conflict over Nagorno-
Karabakh.

Naghdalyan said on Monday that
any potential Turkish-Armenian coop-
eration is “significantly limited” the
Turkish blockade. “Unfortunately,
some statements made by the Turkish
side in the context of fighting against
COVID-19 do not contribute to creat-
ing a depoliticized and humanitarian
environment for cooperation,” added
the Armenian official.

Vrej Agajanian Selected as Glendale Mayor

Glendale, CA—OnMonday, April
13,2020, Glendale City Council Mem-
ber Vrej Agajanian was selected as the
City’s Mayor by fellow council mem-
bers. Agajanian takes over the position
from outgoing Mayor Ara Najarian.
This is Agajanian’s first time serving in
the position of Mayor.

Agajanian was first elected to
office in April 2017. During his tenure,
he has also served as chair of the
Glendale Housing Authority and com-
mission/board member on the Burbank-
Glendale-Pasadena Airport Authority.
In addition to serving on the City Coun-
cil, Agajanian is a member and past
President of the Armenian Engineers
and Scientists of America, is a board
member on the Glendale Police Foun-
dation, and member and past board
member of the Glendale Kiwanis Club.
Over the years, he has also served as
chariman of the Board of Trustees of
the Armenian Society of Los Angeles,
Auditor of the DM Educational Foun-

dation, and chairman of the Shushi
Orphanage School Board of Trustees.

He is a television host and com-
mentator, CEO of two local television
stations, and holds a California Certi-
fied Professional Engineer degree. He
is married to Dina Agajanian and they
have two grown children.
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Armenian Government Extends State of

Emergency for Another 30 Days
1036 Coronavirus Cases Reported as of Wednesday

YEREVAN (Arka) — At an ex-
traordinary meeting on Monday, the
government of Armenia decided to
extend the state of emergency de-
clared from March 16 to April 14 for
another 30 days — May 14, 2020 inclu-
sive.

Justice Minister Rustam
Badasyan, speaking about the le-
gality of the decision to extend the
state of emergency, said that if the
grounds that served as the reason
for declaring the state of emer-
gency remain, the government has
the right to extend the duration of
the state of emergency, maintain-
ing the established procedure.

He said that some changes were
made to the decision on the state of
emergency. In particular, the restric-
tions stipulated by the 7th provision of
the state of emergency regime were
completely removed.

“This provision applies to re-
strictions on the work of the media in
providing information about the epi-
demic. If our monitoring shows that
fake news will be actively dissemi-
nated, we will be able to apply this
restriction again,” Badasyan said.

He alsonoted that another amend-

ment stipulates that the Judicial Acts
Compulsory Enforcement Service will
not apply measures and impose admin-
istrative arrest due to non-payment of
parking fees and administrative fines
of the traffic police for the entire
period of the emergency.

At the same time, he added that
immediately after the elimination of the
state of emergency, all procedures will
operate in normal mode.

Another limitation applies to prop-
erty rights. As the minister explained,
a number of aspects are implied ac-
cording to which voluntary restriction
of property rights is possible if this
comes from measures related to the
use of emergency situations, for ex-
ample, the placement of patients in any
territory.

As of April 15, there were 1,111
confirmed cases of infection with the
coronavirus, 297 cured patients and
17 deaths in Armenia, the National
Center for Disease Control and Pre-
vention says in its daily report.

According to the center, in
total, 9,095 tests have shown the
coronavirus-negative result. Some
797 are being treated in hospitals
now.

Armenia Suspends Public Commemoration
Events on Armenian Genocide Day

YEREVAN -- Public commemo-
ration events for the Armenian Geno-
cide Commemoration Day (April 24),
the Shushi Liberation Day (May 8) and
Great Patriotic War Victory Day (May
9) will not take place in Armenia due to
the coronavirus situation, Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan said on social
media.

He said that “It’s obvious that if
we allow those events to be organized
as usual, we’ll have an uncontrollable
outbreak of the epidemic, hence citi-
zens’ participation in these events must
be limited.”

He said that only “protocol
events” will take place during those
days.

April 18, 2020

Artsakh Declares State of Emergency,

STEPANAKERT (Armradio) --
Artsakh has declared a state of emer-
gency to curb the spread of the novel
coronavirus.

President Bako Sahakyan said in
an address that the necessity to take
additional steps and measures stems
from the recently confirmed cases in
the republic.

The state of emergency will will
be in place until May 12.

Commandant’s Office has been
set up to coordinate the preventive
measured. State minister Grigori
Martirosyan has been appointed Com-

mandant.

“l am confident that due to the
wisdom, discipline and high civic re-
sponsibility of our people we will be
able to overcome all difficulties, ef-
fectively solve the problems and, at
the same time, conduct an important
event like the elections of the Presi-
dent of the Republic, taking all neces-
sary measures to protect the health of
the population,” President Sahakyan
said.

He urged all citizens to strictly
follow the implementation of the en-
visaged measures and instructions.

European Parliament Pushes for
Eastern Partners' Greater Integration

Foreign ministers pose for a family picture after a joint Foreign Affairs Council/
Eastern Partnership meeting at the European Council in Brussels in May 2019.

BRUSSELS -- The European Par-
liament will call for the creation of a
"common economic space" between
the EU and the six former Soviet re-
publics of its Eastern Partnership pro-
gram as part of a process of "gradual
integration" into the bloc, according to
a draft report seen by RFE/RL on April
15.

The parliamentary draft report
document is to be debated by the Eu-
ropean Parliament's Foreign Affairs
Committee in the coming weeks and
could potentially be endorsed by the
full chamber in May.

A Brussels summit bringing to-
gether the leaders of the 27 EU mem-
ber states with those of the six Eastern
Partnership members is scheduled for
June 18. But several EU diplomats told
RFE/RL the gathering might be post-
poned to the second half of the year
due to the coronavirus pandemic.

In a veiled reference to Russia,
which has vehemently opposed ef-
forts by countries of the ex-Soviet
bloc to get closer to the EU and NATO,
the European Parliament will "confirm
the sovereign right of the Eastern part-

ner countries to freely choose their
individual level of cooperation or inte-
gration with the EU," according to the
draft report.

The Eastern Partnership program
was launched in 2009 and is meant to
bring the six former Soviet republics
closer to the EU without clearly offer-
ing future membership.

Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine
have since inked association agree-
ments with the EU, including free-
trade deals, but several member states
have been reluctant to discuss the
issue of these countries' eventual mem-
bership.

The European Parliament, which
has in the past called for further en-
largement to the east, states in the
draft report that "while accession is
not foreseen under the framework of
the Eastern Partnership, the Eastern
Partnership policy can facilitate a pro-
cess of gradual integration to the EU."

The document adds that the Eu-
ropean lawmakers want to "embark on
a process to create a common €co-

Continued onpage 4
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Armenia and Georgia Team Up to Organize
Evacuation of Exchange Students From
United States

YEREVAN — Thirty-five Arme-
nian exchange students enrolled in dif-
ferent US schools under the FLEX and
ACES programs will return home to-
day, Spokesperson for the Armenian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Anna
Naghdalyan reported.

The Embassy of Armenia in the
U.S. and the Armenian Honorary Con-
sulate in Chicago coordinated the safe
transportation of the students from 19
U.S. states to the city of Chicago,
followed by the Doha-Thbilisi flight and
the transfer to Armenia by bus.. The
students are provided all necessary
medical safety equipment. The greet-
ing and escort of the Armenian stu-
dents to the departure lounge at Doha
Airport has also been coordinated.

“As already was stated, the Em-
bassy of Armenia in the U.S. has been
in constant contact with the Armenian
students who were studying in high

schools of different U.S. states within
the framework of the FLEX program,
and with the program representative in
Armenia. On April 9, due to the agree-
ment reached between the Foreign Min-
isters of Armenia and Georgia, the
transfer of the students to Armenia
and Georgia, respectively, was orga-
nized.

This is yet another good example
of the cooperation between Armenia
and Georgia in terms of organizing the
return of citizens amid the situation
with COVID19 pandemic. We thank
the American coordinators for orga-
nizing the transfer of Armenian stu-
dents quickly and smoothly, as well as
our Georgian partners for their sup-
portand effective collaboration.” Stated
Naghdalyan.

Upon their return to Armenia, the
students will be subject to a 14-day
mandatory quarantine regime.

Armenia Evacuates Nationals from Turkey

YEREVAN -
Armenia’s government has
evacuated at least 70 Arme-
nian  citizens from
coronavirus-hit Turkey in
coordination with Turkish
and Georgian authorities.

Three buses carrying
them left Istanbul last
Wednesday morning and
reached Armenia via Geor-
gia early on Friday.

“The transportation
was agreed with relevant
Turkish and Georgian au-
thorities whose assistance
is appreciated,” the Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman,
Anna Naghdalyan, said in
written comments to the
Armenpress news agency.

Naghdalyan said that just like
Armenians returning from other coun-
tries, all of the evacuees will be placed
in a two-week quarantine on their ar-
rival in Armenia.

One of them, Gagik Musheghyan,
confirmed that the Armenian govern-
ment paid for the bus service.

“The Armenian authorities have
helped us a lot,” Musheghyan told
RFE/RL’s Armenian service by phone.
“They’ve paid our bus fares, they’ve
covered all our expenses.”

It was not clear whether more
Armenians living and working in Tur-
key will be repatriated in the coming
days. Accordingto Naghdalyan, about
100 of them have so far contacted
Armenia’s Foreign Ministry for the
purpose of their possible evacuation.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip
reportedly expressed readiness to as-
sist in the repatriation of Armenian
citizens when he spoke to the spiritual
leader of Turkey’s ethnic Armenian
community, Patriarch Sahak Mashalian.

According to the Armenian Patri-

April 18, 2020

Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute
Appeal Ahead of April 24 Commemorations

____buchenru LU ZFRRNNGE

YEREVAN — April 24th, the
day of remembrance of the martyrs of
the Armenian Genocide, is approach-
ing.

The citizens of the Republic of
Armenia, the entire Armenian people
will be commemorating the 105th an-
niversary of the Armenian Genocide.
This commemoration will be joined by
friends of the Armenian people in all
corners of the world.

The Armenian Genocide has long
gone beyond ethnic memory that is —
only being a crime against the Arme-
nian people, of being a mere Armenian
tragedy; it is a universal tragedy, one
of the greatest crimes against human-
ity. It is an evil, the international rec-
ognition and condemnation of which,
as well as the issue of the elimination
of the consequences, are to be found
within the realm of the struggle for
justice.

A century has passed since this
crime against humanity and civiliza-
tion, but its consequences are still
being felt. Armenian people remember
their grandparents, martyrs of the Ar-
menian Genocide. They remember the
heroes of dozens of self-defense
battles; those who resisted and tried to
defend the right to live; the survivors
who became the basis not only of the
Armenian Diaspora, but also of almost
half of the current population of the
Republic of Armenia. They remember
the churches and monasteries created
during the one thousand seven hun-
dred years of Christianity, which have
now become ownerless and ruined;
towns and villages, districts and
homes; stories told by grandparents
about trees and taste of fruit; dances
and songs and the sweetness of dia-
lects which are almost forgotten. They
remember the brilliant representatives
of the Armenian intelligentsia: writers
and doctors, journalists and artists,
architects and painters, as well as the
skilled craftsmen, merchants and cul-
tivators. They also remember those
who saved orphans, missionaries, great
humanitarian and benefactors. They
remember all this with pride and great
fondness.

A century has passed since the
Genocide, a very long time. Times
have changed. Currently, the young
Republic of Armenia is thirty years
old. The time has come to redefine and
reconsider some realities. During the
brutal years of the Genocide, Arme-
nians fought, not only with weapons,

but also with their spirit. Thousands
and thousands remained faithful to
their religion and language, their rela-
tives and friends; even if they were
forced to change their lives, they re-
turned to their roots at the very first
opportunity. Thousands simply did not
have the opportunity to do so, but the
spirit and memory of Armenianness
has lived within them throughout their
whole lives. People have striven, fought
and become heroes not only on the
battlefield, but alsoin the daily struggle
for survival. Parents saved their chil-
dren, young ones saved adults,
neighbour saved neighbour and indi-
viduals saved strangers. They shared
pieces of bread in the desert or in an
orphanage. During the Genocide there
were exceptional examples of family
solidarity and mutual assistance, of
reaching out to each other in difficult
moments which were worthy of being
subjects of novels and poems.

We therefore must continue to
properly value the manifestations of
moral and dignified behaviour, and
remember, with respect and pride, the
martyrs, those who resisted and the
survivors.

Regardless of the epidemic situ-
ation in the country on April 24, or
whether the restrictions on the free
movement of people will be maintained
on that day due to health and safety
concerns, we call on everyone to re-
member and pay tribute to the memory
of the martyrs and survivors of the
Genocide using the opportunities pro-
vided by the Internet.

To this end, the Armenian Geno-
cide Museum-Institute appeals to the
citizens of Armenia, all compatriots
and friends of the Armenian people, to
replace their photos of users on their
Facebook page on April 24 with pho-
tos of their relatives, be they victims or
survivors, with an special frame cre-
ated for this purpose. In the case of
photographs not being available, insert
their names and surnames and share a
short story about them in your page. If
there are no victims or surviving rela-
tives, post photos of Western Arme-
nian intellectuals, public and political
figures, fedayees, ordinary soldiers
and military commanders who were
victims or survivors of the Genocide.
You may insert also photos of the
treasures of the cultural heritage of
Western Armenia and share the images
available to you. Add just one simple
caption:

archate of Istanbul, Erdogan also said
that Ankara isready to provide Yerevan

with medicines that could be used for
treating coronavirus.
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LA County Public Health Department Issues
Daily COVID-19 Updates in Armenian

Massis Weekly

LOS ANGELES — LA County
Department of Public Health — Regis-
tered Environmental Health Specialist,
Yeran Ayvazian, issued a message in
Armenian on Wednesday during the
daily press briefing, urging the Arme-
nian-American community to continue
following safe practices to avoid get-
ting infected with the COVID-19 virus
along with updated statistical data and
information for tenants and landlords
who are unable to pay their rent and
mortgage as a result of the pandemic.

It was previously reported that
Ararat Convalescent Hospital in Eagle
Rock was among several dozen skilled
nursing facilities to be affected by
COVID-19. Ararat Assisted Living in

Mission Hills was recently added to the
growing list.

The latest figures, according to
the LA County Public Health Depart-
ment website, lists the city of Glendale
as one of the highest affected with 278
cases to date. Other areas with high
populations of Armenian-Americans,
include Burbank (112 cases), East Hol-
lywood (54 cases), Hollywood (124
cases), Little Armenia (47 cases),
Montebello (64 cases), North Holly-
wood (145 cases), Northridge (56
cases), Pasadena (179 cases), Sunland
(36 cases), and Tujunga (21 cases).
For a complete up to date list, visit:

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/
media/Coronavirus/

Armenians Mark Easter in Empty Churches

YEREVAN -- Armenians all over
the world celebrated Easter on Sunday
whilebeing barred, due to the coronavirus
pandemic, from attending services held
in churches on the occasion.

Catholicos of All Armenians
Karekin II urged them to display “na-
tional unity” and help their government
contain the spread of the virus as he led
a mass at an empty Saint Gregory the
[lluminator’s Cathedral of Yerevan.

In a sermon read out during the
liturgy, Karekin II also said that the
world must unite to defeat not only
the pandemic but what he described
as even greater evils such as “mate-
rialism,” poverty and armed con-
flicts.

The Easter mass held in Armenia’s
largest cathedral was attended by only
two dozen clergymen and a smaller-
than-usual choir.

Sunday services in all churches
have been held behind the closed doors
ever since the Armenian government
declared on March 16 a state of emer-

gency to fight against coronavirus.
The Armenian Church, to which the
vast majority of the country’s popula-
tion nominally belongs, instructed par-
ish churches to livestream, if pos-
sible, liturgies online.

In his Easter message Karekin 11
said: “We once again call on the sons
and daughters of our nation in the
homeland and in the diaspora to give a
helping hand to our government au-
thorities in their efforts to overcome
the difficult situation created by the
pandemic, in caring for the patients,
and the welfare of those sons and
daughters of our nation who are in
great distress by making your contri-
butions to a special account opened
for this cause.”

“Let us keep national unity and
solidarity strong, as people ... faithful
to Christ,” he said. “Let us live with
the faith of the Resurrection, with the
zeal to fulfill the commandments of
Christ.”

After the service broadcast live
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April 24 Commemorations in Los Angeles
Suspended Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic

APRIL 24

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
COMMEMORATION

After careful consideration of
the Coronavirus pandemic, the
United Armenian Council of Los
Angeles (UACLA), the Unified Young
Armenians (UYA) and the Armenian
Genocide Committee (AGC) have
decided to suspend all of their April
24 commemoration related activi-
ties.

The coalition of these three com-
munity organizations are in charge of
a) the Requiemsservice at the Armenian
Genocide Martyrs Monument in
Montebello, b) the March in Little Ar-
menia, Hollywood and c) the Protest
demonstration in front of the Los An-
geles Turkish Consulate.

The Coalition made this decision
not only as a moral responsibility to
stand with the people of Los Angeles
and the world, but to also comply with
the health directives imposed by the
local authorities, which are meant to
mitigate the spread of the Coronavirus
and to save lives.

We remain committed to the Ar-
menian Cause and working towards a
just resolution for the Crime of Geno-
cide, demanding from the government

of Turkey the recognition of the Geno-
cide, and rightful restitution and repa-
rations. Although this year we will not
be able to gather and demand justice on
April 24, we recognize that our collec-
tive efforts are and must be made year-
round. Our work will continue. We
will stand united, and we will make our
voices heard for the 1.5 million mar-
tyrs of the first genocide of the 20*
century. In the coming days, we will
announce our alternative commemo-
rative plans in lieu of our traditional
public gatherings.

We acknowledge and thank the
United States Senate and House of
Representatives for setting the record
straight and standing up for truth and
justice by recognizing the Armenian
Genocide. We thank them for their
tireless work during these uncertain
and challenging times.

We hope and pray that this glo-
bal epidemic will end soon, and that all
our communities will rise from it stron-
ger than ever.

The coalition wishes you all the
best. May you always remain healthy
and safe.

European Parliament Pushes for

Continued frompage 2

nomic space, including services, that
facilitates deeper economic integration
and convergence with the EU policies
and deeper economic cooperation
among the Eastern Partnership coun-
tries themselves."

The lawmakers will express sup-
port for a gradual integration of the six
countries into the EU's energy union,
transport community, and digital single
market, according to the draft report.

Among other things, in the tele-
communications field the document
suggests creating "a roaming-free re-
gime between the EU and Eastern Part-
nership countries and an intra-Eastern
Partnership one as soon as possible."

Other suggestions include the estab-
lishment of an Eastern Partnership Uni-
versity in Kyiv.

The draft document also pro-
poses setting up "an extended interna-
tional peacekeeping force along the
Ukraine-Russia border," in which an
EU-led mission "should be offered for
deployment to the parties in the con-
flict, to assist in tasks such as de-
mining, assisting with preparations for
local elections and securing free ac-
cess for humanitarian aid organiza-
tions."

A group of international observ-
ers is currently tracking the fighting in
eastern Ukraine as part of the Organi-
zation for Security and Cooperation in
Europe's Special Monitoring Mission.

on national television, Karekin II
blessed a small group of believers,
some of them wearing face masks,

who gathered outside the cathedral.
None of them was allowed to kiss a
cross held by him.
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