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Armenia and Artsakh Celebrate Victory Day and Shushi Liberation

YEREVAN/STEPANAKERT --
An air parade above Victory Park in
Yerevan marked the 75th anniversary
of Victory in World War II. While
most public events have been can-
celled amid the coronavirus pandemic,
veterans participated in a March of
Honor that preceded the air show.

In the morning, President Armen
Sarkissian, Deputy Prime Minister
Tigran Avinyan, Deputy Speaker of
the National Assembly Alen Simonyan,
Minister of Defense David Tonoyan,
Catholicos of All Armenians Karekin
II, accompanied by high-ranking offi-
cials, clergymen and veterans, paid a
visit to the Mother Armenia Memorial.

During the ceremony, the flags
of 6 Armenian divisions were taken out
of the "Mother Armenia" military mu-
seum by soldiers of the honor guard of
the RA Armed Forces and handed over
to World War II veterans. Then the

24 Apnuubingsul
Luspisnuwpmpnil

honorary motorcade delivered the vet-
erans to the military airport, where
they handed over the flags to the pilots
of the Armenian military aviation.
Within minutes, combat aircraft of the
RA Armed Forces sailed off into the
Yerevan sky, symbolizing with this
action the eternity of the triumphant
spirit and strength of Armenia. Re-
cently aquired Su-30SM fighter jets by
Armenian Air Force conducted the
flyer-over in Yerevan skyes.

This year marks the 75th anni-
versary of the USSR Army's victory
over fascism, a festive day on the
former Soviet republics' calendar sym-
bolizing the defeat over Nazis in the
Great Patriotic War.

From 1941 until 1945, the Arme-
nian people had an active participation
in the battles, bringing their great con-
tribution to the efforts towards bring-
ing the victory closer. An estimated

600,000 Armenian troops in six sepa-
rate divisions headed to the front be-
tween 1941 and 1945 to fight the Nazi
army. Of them, as many as 314 thou-
sands died or went missing.

Armenia gave four marshals
(Hovhannes Baghramyan, Sergey
Khudyakov/Khamperyants, Hamazasp
Babajanyan and Sergey Aghanov) to
the Soviet Armed Forces and the So-
viet Fleets. Three of them are known
to be natives of Artsakh.

As many as 99 Armenians were
honored with the Supreme Soviet
award for their bravery and courage.

Shushi Liberation

Marked in Artsakh
Meanwhile in Artsakh, Prime
Minister of Armenia Nikol Pashinyan,
NKR President Bako Sahakyan,
President-elect of Artsakh Arayik
Harutyunyan, Second President of

the Republic of Artsakh Arkady
Ghukasyan, President of the Na-
tional Assembly of the Republic of
Armenia Ararat Mirzoyan, Primate
of the Artsakh Diocese Archbishop
Pargev Martirosyan, a group of high-
ranking officials of the Republic of
Armenia and Artsakh visited the
Stepanakert Memorial, laid wreaths
and flowers in memory of the victims
of the Great Patriotic War and the
tombs of the victims of Artsakh war,
as well as at Shushi Tank memorial and
the memorial of Sparapet Vazgen
Sargsyan.

"Despite this epidemic of
coronavirus, I found Artsakh and
Stepanakert in a high festive mood,"
PM Pashinyan said in a statement.

"We have fully paid off our debt
for all the wars in the 20th century.

Continued onpage 4

Asset Forfeiture Law Signed
by President Sarkissian

YEREVAN — President Armen
Sarkissian’s office reported the sign-
ing of the “Forfeiture of Illegal Ac-
quired Property” bill into law, along
with 14 other related bills passed by
the Armenian Parliament and conveyed
for the President’s signature on April
21, 2020.

The bill allows prosecutors to
investigate individuals in cases of hav-
ing “sufficient grounds to suspect”
that the market value of their assets
exceeds their “legal incomes” by at
least 50 million drams ($103,000).
Should the prosecutors find such dis-
crepancies, they can ask courts to
nationalize those assets even if their
owners are not found guilty of corrup-
tion or other criminal offenses.

The latter will have to prove the
legality of their holdings if they are to
retain them. They will also be given the
option of reaching an out-of-court
settlement with the prosecutors, which
would require them to hand over at
least 75 percent of their assets, in and
outside Armenia, to the state.

The government adoption of the
bill is based on the need to increase the
effectiveness of the fight against crime
and in this context, the need to confis-
cate illegally acquired property as a
result of criminal activity. The state-
ment added that, many non-govern-
mental organizations, foreign inves-

Continued onpage 4

Armenian Government to Extend
State of Emergency for Another 30 Days

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- The Ar-
menian government will re-impose
lockdown restrictions after the daily
number of coronavirus cases regis-
tered in Armenia reached a new record
high.

The Armenian Ministry of Health
reported 180 new cases and one more
death earlier in Wednesday. The total
number of people who have tested
positive for coronavirus thus reached
3,718 while the official death toll rose
to 48.

The ministry has also reported
the deaths of 21 other individuals in-
fected with COVID-19. It claims that
they died as a result of other, pre-
existing conditions.

“For several days running more
than 100 coronavirus cases are regis-
tered [on a daily basis,] which means
that anti-epidemic rules are widely not
followed in our country,” PM Nikol
Pashinyansaidinalive Facebook trans-
mission.

“If new infections continue ris-
ing at this rate we will have to again

impose restrictions, and the purpose
of the restrictions will be to prevent a
situation where citizens in need of
medical aid are left without medical
aid,” he warned. “But we all can avoid
that situation through personal respon-
sibility.”

“I am asking you to strictly fol-
low anti-epidemic rules,” he added,
urging Armenians to maintain physical
distancing, avoid touching their faces
with unwashed hands and use only
clean tableware.

Pashinyanalready called for these
safety precautions as the Armenian
government began easing in mid-April
a nationwide lockdown imposed in late
March. Although the daily number of
confirmed COVID-19 infections rose
in the following weeks, the govern-
ment lifted all restrictions on people’s
movements’ and allowed the vast ma-
jority of all businesses to resume their
work by May 4.

Pashinyan declared on May 3

Continued onpage 4
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UK Foreign Office Privately Admitted the
1915 Massacre of Armenians Was Genocide

YEREVAN (Armradio) -- The
UK Foreign Office has privately ad-
mitted that the 1915 massacre of Ar-
menians was genocide, but they can-
not say so, Geoffrey Robertson, a
distinguished human rights barrister,
academic, author, and broadcaster said
inan interview with the Harvard Politi-
cal Review.

In his book “An Inconvenient
Genocide” Robertson suggests that
proving that this was an act of geno-
cide is “inconvenient” for the world.
Because, he says, “in this case, Tur-
key is “neuralgic” — the word that the
British Foreign Office used to de-
scribe it in some secret memoranda I
obtained under our Freedom of Infor-
mation Act.”

“The Foreign Office privately
admitted that it was genocide, but
they could not say so because Tur-
key would take diplomatic and eco-

nomic reprisals. Turkey is a NATO
member of great strategic impor-
tance, and for that reason, the U.S.
government cannot admit the truth
either,” the barrister told the Harvard
Political Review.

“President Obama always said
that he would call it a genocide, but he
quailed when he became president
and called it “Medz Yeghern” — an
Armenian phrase which means a great
catastrophe. Donald Trump, for all
his bravado, dare not speak the truth
either by calling it “genocide.” Turkey
is too strategically important, and its
neuralgia must not be stoked by hon-
est description of its history,”
Robertson said.

In 2015 Geoffrey Robertson and
Amal Clooney represented the Arme-
nian Government at the European Court
of Human Rights in Perincek vs. Swit-
zerland case.

Nikol Pashinyan Thanks Pope Francis for
Efforts to Alleviate the Socio-Economic
Impact of COVID-19

YEREVAN, May 8./ARKA/. Ar-
menian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
today had a telephone conversation
with His Holiness Pope Francis, the
press service of the government said.

It said the Prime Minister thanked
the Holy See and personally Pope
Francis for efforts aimed at alleviating
the socio-economic impact of COVID-
19 and providing assistance to vulner-
able groups. Nikol Pashinyan presented
the Armenian government’s response
to the pandemic.

Both sides stressed the impor-
tance of promoting a culture of peace
among the peoples of the world, peace-
keeping and disarmament. In this con-

text, Prime Minister Pashinyan highly
appreciated the call for a general
ceasefire made by Pope Francis last
month. He reaffirmed Armenia’s com-
mitment to a peaceful settlement of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and
thanked His Holiness for standing by
the Armenian people and supporting
historical justice.

His Holiness congratulated Nikol
Pashinyan on the second year of his
tenure as Prime Minister of the Repub-
lic of Armenia. He noted with great
satisfaction the fraternal relations and
unwavering ties between the Roman
Catholic and Armenian Apostolic
Churches. Pope Francis reaffirmed his
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Erdogan Again Targets Human Rights
Activist Ragip Zarakolu Accusing Him of
Instigating a Military Coup

STOCKHOLM -- Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s lawyer
has filed a criminal complaint against
journalist Ragip Zarakolu for a column
he wrote, accusing him of “instigating
amilitary coup d’état,” Deutsche Welle
Turkish service reported on Wednes-
day.

Zarakolu’s column, titled “No es-
cape from ill fate,” was published in
the Evrensel newspaper and on the Arti
Gercek news website on Tuesday,
drawing comparisons between
Erdogan and former Turkish Prime
Minister Adnan Menderes, who was
hanged by a military junta after a take-
over in 1960.

In his petition to the prosecutor,
Erdogan claimed that Zarakolu openly
threatened him with a military putsch
and execution, requesting that authori-
ties investigate and charge him with
crimes against the constitutional order
and the president.

Inaddition to Zarakolu, Erdogan’s
petition also requested investigations
into the executives of the Evrensel
newspaper and the Arti Gergek news
website.

Erdogan’s communications di-
rector Fahrettin Altun has also filed a
criminal complaint against Zarakolu
over the same article.

Zarakolu made a statement in re-
sponse to the accusations, claiming
that his column has a content that goes
against military coups and that he spent
his life opposing them. "It is simply
inexplicable that the article is misinter-
preted to such an extent. It is under-
stood that the Presidential spokesper-
sons did notread the article adequately,"
Zarakolu wrote.

Underlining that everyone will
need human rights and justice one day,
Zarakolu has indicated that "he has
struggled against coups and putschist
tendencies all through his lifetime."

Noting that he was also oppressed
and threatened during the military coups
on March 12, 1971 and on September
12, 1980, Ragip Zarakolu has said, "In

2006, 1 was threatened along with
Hrant Dink by a circle which is now
the pillar of the government" and added
the following in brief:

"If the chaos plan did not come to
fruition in 2007, it was because of the
outburst of conscience that took place
in all segments of the society in the
face of Hrant Dink's heinous assassi-
nation. The pro-coup circles shot them-
selves in the foot by massacring Hrant
Dink.

"In 2011, I was taken into cus-
tody and arrested on ridiculous
grounds. The group who arrested me,
but then had to release me before even
the trial began due to national and
international outrage are now behind
bars with their police, prosecutor and
judge."

In 2008 Zarakolu was convicted
of “insulting the Turkish State” under
Article 301 for acknowledging the
Armenian genocide. He was sentenced
to a five-month prison term, which
was subsequently commuted to a fine.

Turkey is a world leader injailing
journalists with more than 100 who are
currently convicted or in pre-trial de-
tention for their publications or social
media posts. The country ranked 154th
out of 180 countries in the 2020 World
Press Freedom Index, published by
Reporters Without Borders (RSF).
(turkishminute.com)

Noubar Afeyan’s Moderna Gets FDA
Approval to Move Potential Coronavirus
Vaccine Test to Phase 2

CAMBRIDGE, MA -- Moderna
Therapeutics a clinical stage bio-
technology company, pioneering an
experimental vaccine for the
coronavirus, announced on Thurs-
day that the Food and Drug Admin-
istration had cleared its application
to proceed to a clinical trial involving
about 600 people.

“The imminent Phase 2 study
startis a crucial step forward,” Stéphane
Bancel, Moderna’s chief executive,
said in a statement.

The main goal of this set of tests
is to find out if the vaccine is safe and
if positive results from the first few
dozen volunteers in the first phase can

be replicated in a much larger group. If
it is successful, later studies, known as
Phase 3 trials, will determine exactly
how well the vaccine works.

Moderna has manufactured and
released more than 100 batches of
vaccines and therapeutics from its
Norwood site for human clinical trials
and in late February shipped vials of'its
vaccine candidate to the National Insti-
tute of Allergy and Infectious Disease
for further research.

Philanthropist Noubar Afeyan is
the co-founder and chairman of
Moderna Therapeutics. He is also co-
founder of Aurora Prize for Awaken-
ing Humanity.

position on the Armenian Genocide.
The interlocutors hailed the role
played by the Armenian Catholic com-

munity in the life of the Armenian
people. Both sides voiced readiness to
expand the interstate relations.
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A Tribute to Late Ambassador
Rouben Shougarian

By Stephen Kurkjian

Rouben Shougarian, who in 1993
became newly independent Armenia’s
first ambassador to the United States
and spent his career as a diplomat,
academic, writer and advocate for
democratic values championing
Armenia’s well-being passed away in
Boston on Monday, April 20.

Shougarian, 57, had lived in the
Boston area since 2008 with his wife,
Lilit Karapetian-Shougarian, a re-
nowned pianist, and three sons Narek
Shougarian, Tigran Shougarian and
Haik Shougarian. In a statement posted
on social media, the family stated: “It
is with great sorrow that we announce
that our loving father and husband,
Ambassador Rouben Shougarian, PhD,
passed away peacefully this morning
in Boston, Massachusetts after suffer-
ing a stroke last week.”

Since coming to the United
States, Shougarian served as the aca-
demic force for the program at Tufts
University’s Fletcher School of Law
and Diplomacy that trained hundreds
of Armenian civil servants in public
policy and administration. But as im-
portant, he became a leading voice —
pragmatic as well as idealistic — for the
Armenian-American diaspora as well
as a succession of Armenian adminis-
trations on the multiple challenges fac-
ing the fledgling democracy.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
said in a statement that Shougarian,
whom he knew well and admired,
“embodied the best features of an Ar-
menian intellectual, with a broad
worldview, an active civic attitude,
patriotism and firmness in his beliefs.”

Added Armenia’s Foreign Minis-
ter Zohrab Mnatsakanyan, “Armenia
has lost one of its best and brightest,”
in an interview. “Rouben’s composure
and judgement were so important in
forging Armenia’s relationship with
the United States. He set a very high
standard at a time when Armenia was
going through some of its darkest
hours.”

Mnatsakanyan said Shougarian
traveled often back to Armenia and
maintained his interest and concerns
about the health and political well-
being of Armenian citizens. He said he
was heartened by 2018’s Velvet Revo-
lution in which citizen protests led to
the Pashinyan’s ascension as head of
the government. His last contact with
Shougarian had come in on April 8,
Mnatsakanyan said, during a video
conference in which they had dis-
cussed with other officials how Arme-
nia was responding to the Coronavirus
crisis.

Varuzhan Nersesyan, Armenia’s
current ambassador to the United States,
was also on that video call with
Mnatsakanyan, and said Shougarian’s
“institutional memory” was valuable in
recalling how the two countries had
worked together with previous health
crises.

In a statement, Nersesyan said of
Shougarian: “He was among the first
who at a very young age became en-
gaged in the state-building processes
in post-independence Armenia, and
unreservedly dedicated himself to its

strengthening and development. As
Armenia’s first Ambassador to the
United States, he made invaluable con-
tributions to shaping the foundations
of Armenian-American relations, set-
ting a high standard of excellence for
all future diplomats.”

Michael Lemmon, who served
as US ambassador to Armenia be-
tween 1998 and 2001, greatly ad-
mired Shougarian’s intellect and in-
tegrity in working to repair the rela-
tionship between the two countries
after an effort to negotiate a settle-
ment with Azerbaijan on Nagorno-
Karabagh foundered. In addition,
Lemmon credited Shogarian with fos-
tering a pragmatic Armenian foreign
policy of “complementarity” with the
West and Russia, and “advancing the
vision of a ‘new Armenia’ that is se-
cure, democratic, prosperous, at peace
and fully integrated into regional and
international processes and institutions.”

Dr. Gerard J. Libaridian, histo-
rian and a senior advisor to the first
President of independent Armenia
Levon Ter-Petrossian, stated that
Shougarian was “a statesman by na-
ture” and “an integral part of the deci-
sion-making process” who “contrib-
uted substantially to the expansion and
deepening of relations between the
two countries.”

Shougarian was only 30 when
he was named as Armenia’s first Am-
bassador to the United States. On be-
ing officially introduced at the White
House, President Clinton then in his
40s, said to Shougarian that it was
“nice to see someone younger than
me” coming to work in Washington.

Shougarian’s unexpected death
elicited statements of sadness as well
as appreciation from numerous Arme-
nian-American leaders and organiza-
tions that had gotten to know
Shougarian well since he settled in the
United States in 2008. Among them the
Armenian Assembly of America, whose
president Carolyn Mugar said: “Rouben
Shougarian was among Armenia’s pio-
neer diplomats who served the very
young republic of Armenia with great
skill and distinctive professionalism. A
devoted son of Armenia, he subse-
quently applied his knowledge and ex-
perience in training Armenia’s next
generation of public servants by di-
recting the Tavitian Scholars Program
in Public Policy and Administration at
the Tufts University’s Fletcher School
of Law and Diplomacy shaping the
values for Armenia that all future gen-
erations can be proud of.”

“Amb. Shougarian was an in-
sightful analyst of Armenia and Artsakh
and the region,” remarked Marc A.
Mamigonian Director of Academic
Affairs at the National Association for
Armenian Studies and Research. “He
was a man of genuine integrity who
brought incredible knowledge grounded
in his experience and his studies. He
was able to be both an objective ob-
server and critic while also deeply
committed to Armenia’s well-being
and freedom.”

In addition to his achievements
as a diplomat and in academe,
Shougarian published numerous ar-
ticles on conflict resolution, regional
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cooperation and the new geopolitical
identity of the Black Sea/South
Caucasus region. Dr. Shougarian also
authored three books: West of Eden,
East of the Chessboard (2010); The
Politics of Immaculate Misconception:
Theldes of the Post—Secular Age (2013)
and Does Armenia Need Foreign
Policy? (2016; Second Edition, 2019).

Born in Moscow, Shougarian
moved to Armenia with his family in
1966 and received undergraduate and
graduate degrees in world history and
international relations from universities
in Yerevan in the 1980s. When Armenia
gained its independence from the Soviet
Union, in September 1991 his foreign
policy training earned him a position as
an adviser to the parliament’s foreign
relations committee. Within months, he
was elevated to the role of spokesman
for the government of Ter Petrosian’s
government.

In 1993, Ter-Petrossian named
Shougarian as Armenia’s first ambassa-
dor to the United States. His intelligence
and warmth served him and Armenia
well in Washington’s diplomatic circles.
He served as ambassador to the U.S. for
six years, returning to Yerevan in 1999
to take on the position as Armenia’s
Deputy Foreign Minister, where he re-
mained until 2005 when he was ap-
pointed to be Armenia’s ambassador to
Italy, Spain and Portugal.

But his long-standing belief that
Armenia needed to stay committed to
democratic values and standards cost
him those positions. Concerned by the
lack of fairness and openness that
characterized Armenia’s national elec-
tions in 2008, Shougarian and three
other Armenian diplomats issued a
public appeal on February 23.

The statement expressed the sig-
natories’ “feeling of responsibility be-
fore the Republic of Armenia and the
Armenian people” and their “profound
respect for the right of Armenian citi-
zens to choose at free elections,” as
well their “support to our compatriots
who have risen to struggle for free-
dom, protection of the right to a fair
election and establishment of true de-
mocracy in Armenia.” They appealed
to all parties, and “especially to the
representatives of all the structures in
the country responsible for the main-
tenance of public order and peace to
avoid the temptation of using force as
a solution to these problems.”

The statement was disseminated
in Armenia, including at a rally in
Yerevan where it was read out loud by
the man who is now Armenia’s Prime
Minister, Nikol Pashinyan.

In an interview, one of the four
signatories to this statement, Ambas-
sador Armen Baibourtian, today Con-
sul General of Armenia in Los Angeles,

explained that it was not intended as a
political statement and was motivated
by a desire to prevent violence.
Baibourtian said that Shougarian was
the driving force behind the statement
because he felt a strong sense of re-
sponsibility towards the Armenian
people and that “democracy doesn’t
have an alternative.”

All four signatories were dis-
missed from their positions and ex-
pelled from the foreign ministry; the
violent crackdown they had hoped to
prevent unfolded on March 1, 2008.
Shougarian was also stripped of his
Ambassador title in the dismissal, but
friends recalled that he had called them
in a happy mood more than a year ago
and told them that his rank of Ambas-
sador had been restored by the govern-
ment.

Inaninterview, Baibourtian cred-
ited Shougarian for establishing while
ambassador for six years a long-stand-
ing constructive relationship between
Armenia and the US government. “He
was there at the beginning, and was
the architect in establishing the cordial
and pragmatic relationship thatis based
on trust that exists between the two
countries,” Baibourtian said.

Following his dismissal from the
diplomatic corps and his uncertain fu-
ture status, a number of concerned
Armenian-Americans including Carolyn
Mugar and Dr. Joyce Barsam, a trustee
of Tufts University, sought a solution.
The result was Shougarian’s hiring by
Tufts” Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy and assuming a crucial role
with the Tavitian Scholars program
which annually brings members of
Armenia’s government for a 6-month
programin Public Policy and Adminis-
tration. (In a cruel twist, Aso O.
Tavitian, the Armenian- American busi-
nessman and philanthropist who has
funded the Armenian scholars pro-
gram, also passed away suddenly this
week.)

Barsam credited Shougarian with
expanding the program from its initial
focus on future diplomats to training
civil servants throughout the Arme-
nian government. “He was the back-
bone of our program, and the students
were drawn to him,” Barsam said. “He
had a deep knowledge of history, di-
plomacy, literature and music. And he
was the personification of integrity
and honesty.” She said at last count
more than 330 Armenian civil servants
had graduated from the program.

Lilit, his wife, said yesterday
that while her late husband had helped
shape the history of Armenia’s de-
mocracy, he had recently told her that
he saw the key importance of now

Continued onpage 4
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Congressman Adam Schiff Joined the Armenian American Medical Society
for Virtual Town Hall Meeting on the COVID-19 Response

The Armenian American Medical
Society hosted a virtual town hall fea-
turing Congressman Adam Schiff to
provide members with a congressional
perspective on the handling of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Schiff fielded
questions from participants on a wide
range of pandemic-related topics of
both local and global importance.

“We are honored that Representa-
tive Schiff could join us for this impor-
tant discussion,” said Kevin Galstyan,
MD, president of the AAMS. “As medi-
cal professionals, many of our members
are on the frontline of this pandemic.
With the situation evolving daily, his
candid remarks gave us a sense of what
we can expect in the weeks and months
ahead, and the best course of action to
take regarding our practice, our patients,
and our community.

Schiff acknowledged the urgency
of developing a vaccine for this new
virus but cautioned about the unrealis-
tic expectations for the timeline. While
experts say it can be accomplished in
a year, he said that is considered light-
ning speed for vaccine development.
“We need to get this vaccine right,” he
said. “We need to make sure this vac-
cine is properly tested so we don’t
make an already terrible situation even
worse.”

The representative shared his
thoughts on the roles the Federal gov-
ernment, the states, and municipalities
should play in reopening the economy.
He believes there should be Federal
leadership on this matter and Federal
social distancing guidelines in place.
Because every state or municipality is
not in a similar situation, Schiff feels
they should not all be opened at the
same time. He urged collaboration be-
tween the Federal government and the

states in relaxing the guidelines, so
these efforts are coordinated for maxi-
mum effectiveness.

Rallies to push states to open
before their ready have put increased
pressure on governments, but Schiff
is adamant they not be swayed by the
protesters’ demands. He noted these
rallies are not spontaneous creations
but are organized and funded by politi-
cal groups. “If we are guided by poli-
tics instead of science, we will lose
tens of thousands more lives need-
lessly,” he said. “People will be ex-
ploiting the pandemic for political gain
in the fall, one way or another. This is
way too serious and deadly for that.
To agitate and encourage protesters to
ignore science will to lead to more
misery and death. We need to be very
careful about how we approach this
and make sure we have the testing,
tracing, and capacity to isolate in place
before we can re-open or we will just
do the country more damage.”

When asked about the possibility
of a second wave of infections, Schiff
believes the country will encounter a
series of waves as social distancing is
relaxed, resulting in flareups that need
to be suppressed. “This is going to be
with us for a while and I think it is
important for us to speak to the Ameri-
can public plainly andrealistically about
it,” said Schiff. “We see this happen-
ing in other countries, suchas Singapore
and Taiwan, where infections surge
when social distancing is relaxed too
soon. These countries reimpose dis-
tancing and tracing measures to con-
trol outbreaks.”

Schiff concluded his remarks by
recognizing the work of medical pro-
fessionals. He recalled being moved
while watching news interviews with

Armenia and Artsakh Celebrate

Continued frompage 1

And now we are well aware of the cost
of peace more than anyone else. Our
identity is best expressed through cre-
ative work we do in peacetime. At the
same time, knowing the price of peace,
we are ready to defend it at all costs
and to stand up again for our freedom
and dignity, where necessary.

"Whether a coincidence, or per-
haps a deed of Providence, on this
very day we are celebrating the libera-
tion of Shushi and the establishment of
the Artsakh Defense Army, excep-
tional events that crowned Armenia’s
modern history.

"The liberation of Shushi ush-
ered in the liberation of Artsakh. Fol-
lowed up with a brilliant victory, it

became the pledge for our people’s
security and peace. We are firmly
determined to ensure the security of
the people of the Artsakh Republic:
their right to self-determination is not
subject to bargaining. Both are abso-
lute values for us.

"Let us commemorate and pay
tribute to our heroes who died for the
liberation of Shushi and Artsakh. They
stood just as strong as their ancestors
did about half a century ago in World
War II

"Our common national goal is to
make May 9 more festive in Artsakh,
Armenia and among Armenians in gen-
eral, to have a more optimistic outlook
on the future, to be more confident
today, and I am sure that will be the
case." Concluded Pashinyan.

healthcare providers in New Y ork City.
“These are people who see their pa-
tients die every day,” he said. “They
are devastated and exhausted. They
are working their hearts out and giving
everything they have to patients and
their families, at the risk of their own
health, while people are protesting to
make the problem worse. Your voices
right now are respected, and they are
enormously important.”

This town hall was a part of the
AAMS’ broader response to the
COVID-19 pandemic and its effect on
our healthcare providers and commu-
nities. The organization instituted the
AAMS CME/CDE Educational COIVD-
19 Expert Series webinar to deliver the
latest developments and information
on COVID-19 by experts on the front

line of the pandemic. The AAMS also
provides the community with updated
COVID-19 resources.

Vicken Sepilian, MD, AAMS Vice
President, served as moderator of the
town hall meeting. “Most participants
in this town hall meeting are healthcare
professionals, not just from the U.S.,
but from across the globe—the Middle
East, South America, Canada, Uru-
guay, and Europe,” said Dr. Sepilian.
“Through our virtual outreach, the
AAMS can share the latest science that
is available with our colleagues, our
community, and our patients. Despite
the political bickering and partisanship
that is unfolding, our message is to
look at the science and use the most
sound information to best care for our
communities.”

Asset Forfeiture Law Signed

Continued frompage 1

tors, representatives of the legal and
professional communities, business
circles, human rights defenders and in-
dividual citizens, expressing their con-
cern of the constitutionality of this law,
on possible corruption risks as a result of
its application, as well as the perception
of a negative economic development
towards Armenia’s investment environ-
ment and financial stability.

The government says that cur-
rent and former state officials facing
corruption charges will be the main
targets of the legal mechanism for
asset forfeiture. Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan has repeatedly portrayed it
as a major anti-corruption measure
that will help the authorities recover
“wealth stolen from the people.”
Pashinyan has indicated in recent
weeks, his intention to use it against
the country’s former rulers and their
cronies who are repeatedly branded by
him as “plunderers.”

The President’s office stated it
“discussed in detail the concerns and
considerations expressed with the

Chairman of the Standing Committee
on State and Legal Affairs of the Na-
tional Assembly and the Minister of
Justice and received clarifications.” In
the end, the President highly appreci-
ates the fight against crime, and ex-
pects the law to be applied in strict
accordance with a legitimate aim, as
an exceptional tool to combat crimes.
“It is necessary to take into account
the special sensitivity of personal data,
entrepreneurial and professional ac-
tivities, as well as the protection of
banking secrecy information, in par-
ticular, for the business community in
general ... Unfair application of the
law may undermine the credibility of
the state and jeopardize its effective-
ness,” the presidential statement added.

Meanwhile, Pashinyan met with
Justice Minister Rustam Badasian later
on Monday to discuss practical mo-
dalities of the law’s implementation.
The justice minister, who is the main
author of the legislation, confirmed
that the process will be handled by a
new division that will be set up within
the Office of the Prosecutor-General
in the coming months.

Armenian Government to Extend

Continued frompage 1

that the onus is now not only on his
government but also on ordinary citi-
zens to stop the spread of the virus.
Pashinyan defended the
government’s “decentralized tactic of
fighting against coronavirus” in his
latest address to the nation. But he also
complained: “I can now see people in
the streets shaking hands ... standing
very close to each other and talking.

This is a big problem and at this pace
[of the disease spread] we could face
a very serious crisis.”

Health Minister Arsen Torosyan
warned on May 4 that the number of
coronavirus cases in Armenia could
quadruple by the end of this month.
During a weekend inspection of the
country’s largest hospital treating
COVID-19 patients, Torosyan noted
the virtual absence of vacant hospital
beds at its intensive care unit.

A Tribute to Late Ambassador

Continued frompage 3

being an educator. “It was important
task for him to help his students in
thinking more broadly, independently
and creatively,” she said. “He will be
missed a lot but his work and legacy
will liveoninpeople’s lives and hearts.”

Anna Ohanyan, Professor of Po-
litical Science and International Rela-
tions at Stonehill College, remarked

that “his work with the Tavitian pro-
gram has been of critical importance
to Armenia’s state-building. Training
successive groups of professionals,
he has made enormous contribution to
strengthening the institutions of
Armenia’s nascent statehood. As such,
his work in this program, along with
his years of diplomatic service, were
nothing short of state building for Ar-
menia and its people.”
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Pasadena Unified School District

Armenian Dual Language Immersion

High School Program. (DLIP)

The program will be located at Blair School, home
to PUSD's International Baccalaureate programs.

PASADENA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Our Children. Learning Today. Lleading Tomorrow.

2020-2021 Registration for the Armenian Dual Language“ —
Immersion High School Program at Blair is now open!

" Armenian Dual Language
Immersion Program
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