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Armenia Records Sharp Rise in COVID-19
Cases After Lifting of Government
Restrictions

YEREVAN -- The lifting of gov-
ernment restrictions on people’s move-
ments and business activity has helped
to accelerate the spread of coronavirus
in Armenia, the Ministry of Health said
after reporting another daily high of
new COVID-19 cases on Monday.

The ministry said that as of
Wednesday total number of confirmed
cases has reached 5,041.

Also, the 7.8 percent increase
represents the highest rate of daily
infections recorded since the begin-
ning of April.

With three more fatality regis-
tered in the last 24 hours, the official
death toll from the virus reached 64.
The number does not include the deaths
of 25 other people infected with the
respiratory disease. The ministry claims
that they died primarily as a result of
other, pre-existing conditions.

Alina Nikoghosyan, the Ministry
of Health spokeswoman, said that one
of the reasons for the increased num-
ber of new cases is that in recent days
more isolated people have had
coronavirus tests at the end of their
two-week confinement.

“Those who have been in contact
with the confirmed cases are also tested
en masse,” Nikoghosyan told RFE/

RL’s Armenian service. “We are talk-
ing about whole families and other
large entourages. This is the second
reason.”

Nikoghosyan admitted that the
end of the nationwide coronavirus
lockdown also contributed to the faster
spread of the disease.

The Armenian government is-
sued stay-at-home orders, banned pub-
lic transport and shut down most non-
essential businesses in late March. It
began gradually easing these restric-
tions already in mid-April.

The number of new coronavirus
cases has been steadily growing since
then. Despite that, the government
decided last week to scrap the last
remaining lockdown restrictions, lift-
ing the ban on public transport and
allowing kindergartens, shopping malls,
indoor restaurants and cafes and gyms
to reopen on Monday.

In Yerevan, 800 minibuses and
300 buses resumed their work in the
morning. Police officers were deployed
at bus stops across the city to ensure
that drivers and commuters comply
with social distancing and hygiene rules
set by the government.

Continued onpage 4

Dink Assassin May Soon Be Released

Turkish nationalist Ogun Samast,
who killed the editor-in-chief of the
Istanbul-based Turkish-Armenian
weekly Agos, Hrant Dink on January
19, 2007 in broad daylight, may soon
be released.

According to the Turkish news
website T24, Samast, who has served
13 years and 5 months of his prison
sentence, has 1 year and 9 months left
on his prison term. However, he can be
paroled in 9 months.

At the same time, the trial of a
number of senior law enforcement
officers continues in the Dink murder
case. The Dink family and lawyers
representing her interests continue to
insist that the murder was pre-planned
and that the law enforcement agen-

cies, aware of the impending assassi-

nation attempt, did not prevent it.
The next hearing in the Dink

murder case is scheduled for July 7.

Armenian Constitutional Referendum
Delayed Indefinitely

YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan has confirmed that
due to the coronavirus pandemic his
administration will not hold anytime
soon a planned referendum on its con-
troversial bid to oust most members of
Armenia’s Constitutional Court.

Pashinyan said over the weekend
that they might be replaced instead by
the Armenian parliament dominated by
his loyalists.

Armenians were scheduled to
vote on April 5 on draft constitutional
amendments ending the powers of
seven of the nine Constitutional Court
judges who had for months been under
strong government pressure to resign.
Pashinyan has repeatedly accused them
— and Constitutional Court Chairman
Hrayr Tovmasyan in particular — of
maintaining ties to the corrupt former
regime and impeding judicial reforms.

The referendum was postponed
on March 16 when the Armenian gov-

ernment declared a state of emergency
to deal with the coronavirus outbreak
in the country. The government last
week extended it by another month,
until June 14. Under Armenian law, no
elections or referendums can held dur-
ing emergency rule.

In a relevant development, Jus-
tice Minister Rustam Badasyan on May
14 asked the Venice Commission of
the Council of Europe to advise the
government the “resolution of the on-
going crisis over the Armenian Consti-
tutional Court.”

The government had previously
declined to send its constitutional
changes to the Strasbourg-based com-
mission for examination. Badasyan’s
move was a further indication that the
referendum has been postponed in-
definitely.

Pashinyan said that the vote can-

Continued onpage 4

Armenian Defense Ministry Condemns
Planned Azeri Military Exercises
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In a statement today, the Minis-
try of Defense of the Republic of
Armenia condemned the announced
military exercises planned on May 18-
22 by Azerbaijan, citing further aggra-
vation of the security in the region.

The Azerbaijani Armed Forces
stated that there will be “large-scale
military exercises” with the participa-
tion of up to 10,000 servicemen, 120
artillery and armored vehicles, 200
missile systems, 30 units of aviation
and various unmanned aerial vehicles.

According to the Azeri statement,
during the exercise, the combat readi-
ness, planning and operation of vari-
ous military units will be developed,
and the small and large capabilities of
the strike groups will be checked.

The Armenian Defense Ministry
drew the attention of the OSCE, the
OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs, the
Personal Representative of the OSCE
Chairman-in-Office and the interna-
tional community, to the large-scale
military exercise in Azerbaijan. As
Azerbaijan has done in the past, the

exercises will take place without prior
notice to Armenia, further violating the
Vienna Document.

The Armenian Defense Ministry
stated, “It is noteworthy that the exer-
cises are exclusively offensive in na-
ture, during which massive strikes of
missile-artillery, aviation, and high-pre-
cision weapons at the operational depth
of the enemy will be utilized.”

Stressing that the Azeri side
should show restraint and respect the
obligations undertaken before the in-
ternational community, the Armenian
Defense Ministry conveyed that, “any
exercise of military equipment and
manpower on the border with Armenia
or on the line of contact with Artsakh
will be seen as a provocation and will
have repercussions.”

Yesterday on May 13, the Azeri
military utilized large-caliber weapons
towards the village of Berkaber in the
Tavush region of Armenia, as a result
of which residential buildings were
damaged. There were no human casu-
alties on the Armenian side.
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Putin Rejects Armenian Demands Over
Russian Gas Pricing

YEREVAN (RFE/RL)-- Russia’s
President Vladimir Putin dismissed on
Tuesday Armenia’s and Belarus’s per-
sistent calls for the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union (EEU) to set uniform
energy tariffs which would reduce the
cost of Russian natural gas imported
by them.

Both republics heavily dependent
on Russian gas have been pressing for
the creation of a single EEU market for
natural gas and other fuel. It would
essentially mean the same gas prices
for gas-exporting Russia and the four
other members of the Russian-led trade
bloc. The Russian gas price for do-
mestic consumers has always been
significantly lower than for Armenia
and even Belarus.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
insisted on the idea of uniform gas
tariffs during a video conference with
the presidents of Russia, Belarus,
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan.

“A single market for energy re-
sources functioning under non-dis-
criminatory principles must be one of
the foundations of our integration,” he
said. “Qualitative progress in integra-
tion processes is impossible without
it. It is impossible to ensure equal
economic conditions for all partici-
pants of the union without it.”

Putin rejected the idea, implying
that Yerevan and Minsk should agree
to even deeper economic integration
with Moscow before pushing it.

“As regards a common tariff for
shipments and transit of gas proposed
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by our Armenian and Belarusian friends,
we believe that it can be introduced
only in a [broader] single market with
a single budget and a single system of
taxation,” he said. “As we know full
well, such a deep level of integration
within the EEU has not yet been
achieved.”

“In the meantime, gas prices must
be set on the basis of market condi-
tions ... I want to stress, my dear
colleagues, that this is common inter-
national practice,” added Putin.

The leaders of Kyrgyzstan and
hydrocarbon-rich Kazakhstan appeared
to side with Putin on the issue.

Pashinyan and Belarusian Presi-
dent Aleksandr Lukashenko say that
Moscow should cut the prices of gas
delivered to their countries also because
of the recent coronavirus-related col-
lapse in global energy prices. Lukashenko
complained last month Belarus is now
paying more for Russian gas than Euro-
pean Union member states.

For the same reason, the Arme-
nian government urged Russia’s
Gazprom giant in late March to cut its
wholesale gas price for Armenia.

The government hopes that such
a move would at least prevent a sizable
increase in internal Armenian gas prices
sought by Armenia’s Gazprom-owned
gas distribution network. The Gazprom
Armenia network argues that they have
remained unchanged since Gazprom
raised its wholesale tariff by 10 per-
cent in January 2019. The gas operator
has incurred major losses as a result.

Former Judge in Kocharyan Case
to Stand Trial

YEREVAN -- A Yerevan district
court judge who controversially or-
dered former President Robert
Kocharian’s release fromprison a year
ago will go on trial soon on charges
strongly denied by him.

The official Armenpress news
agency reported on Wednesday that
prosecutors have formally endorsed
the forgery charges brought against
the suspended judge, Davit Grigorian,
by Armenia’s Special Investigative
Service (SIS). It said the criminal case
has already been sent to court.

Grigoryan presided over the on-
going trial of Kocharian and three other
former officials when it got underway
in May 2019. A few days later, he not
only agreed to free the ex-president

but also suspended the trial, question-
ing the legality of coup charges brought
against him.

The decisions angered political
allies and supporters of Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan. Heeding Pashinian’s
calls, hundreds of them blocked the
entrances to court buildings across
Armenia. Pashinyan demanded a man-
datory “vetting” of all Armenian judges,
saying that many of them remain linked
to the country’s “corrupt” former lead-
ership.

Kocharian was arrested again in
June hours after Armenia’s Court of
Appeals overturned Grigorian’s deci-
sions. Three weeks later, SIS officers
searched and sealed the judge’s of-
fices and confiscated his computer.
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Armenian President, Moderna CEO Discuss
Ways to Overcome Covid-19 Pandemic

YEREVAN (Armradio) — Presi-
dent Armen Sarkissian held a phone
conversation with American-Armenian
businessman and philanthropist Noubar
Afeyan, whose company, Moderna, is
actively working on the development
of a vaccine against coronavirus.

The President wished success to
Nuobar Afeyan in his endeavors, not-
ing that the combination of experience
and knowledge will lead to positive
results.

President Sarkissian and Afeyan
also exchanged views on the Covid-19
situation in Armenia and the opportu-
nities and ways to overcome it. The
President stressed the need to work
together to overcome the situation,
noting that only with joint efforts it is

possible to get out of this new ordeal.

Moderna Inc’s experimental
COVID-19 vaccine, the first to be
tested in the United States, produced
protective antibodies in a small group
of healthy volunteers, according to
very early data released by the biotech
company on Monday.

The data comes from eight people
who took part in a 45-subject safety
trial that kicked off in March. The
Moderna vaccine is one of more than
100 under development intended to
protect against the novel coronavirus
that has infected more than 4.7 million
people globally and killed over 317,000.

Overall, the study showed the vac-
cine was safe and all study participants
produced antibodies against the virus.

Armenia’s National Library
Digital Archives Destroyed by Fire
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YEREVAN -- Radio Azatutyun
reports that a fire destroyed the digi-
tal archives of Armenia’s National
Library. Deputy Minister of Educa-
tion, Science, Culture and Sports,
Narine Khachaturian informed the
media outlet on Thursday, May 14,
2020.

“Unfortunately, the digital
archive has burned down. An investi-

gation is underway to determine the
cause of the server’s fire. Fortunately,
the loss is purely material in nature,
”the deputy minister said.

According to Khachaturian, in
addition to the originals of the digital
archive, the National Library also has
copies of the digital archive, but read-
ers will not be able to use them for
some time.

Later in July, a state body overseeing
the Armenian judiciary suspended
Grigorian and allowed the SIS to pros-
ecute him.

Grigoryan denied the ensuing ac-
cusations of document forgery carry-
ing up to two years in prison. His
lawyers described it as government
retribution for the ex-president’s re-
lease. Law-enforcement authorities
categorically denied, however, any
connection between the Kocharian case
and Grigoryan’s prosecution.

The SIS released details of the
indictment last week. It claimed that

with the help ofhis secretary Grigoryan
drew up and signed bogus court proto-
cols to cover up his failure to hold in
September 2018 two hearings on sepa-
rate petitions submitted by an Arme-
nian citizen and a state agency.

In a July 2019 statement,
Armenia’s Office of the Prosecutor-
General said that the unnamed citizen
lodged a complaint against the judge
and accused him of committing forg-
ery in February 2019. It said both the
SIS and a prosecutor overseeing the
law-enforcement body refused to
launch a formal inquiry at the time.
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CRD Scientists, Students — at the American Geophysical Union Congress

BY JOSEPH DAGDIGIAN

Five scientists, engineers, and
students from Armenia’s Cosmic ray
Division (CRD), Yerevan Physics In-
stitute, with 4,000 other scientists,
participated in the American Geophysi-
cal Union (AGU) Congress from De-
cember 9-13, 2019 in San Francisco.
Presenting different aspects of CRD’s
research were Prof. Ashot Chilingarian,
CRD’s head; Balabek Sargsyan, engi-
neer; and three young scientists: Dr.
Hripsime Mkrtchyan, Physicist;
Gayane Karapetyan, physicist and stu-
dent; and Davit Aslanyan, undergradu-
ate student.

The interviews were conducted
via email with Hripsime, Gayane, and
Davit by Joseph Dagdigian. They have
been edited for length and slightly ed-
ited for clarification.

JD: Please introduce your-
selves and tell us about your back-
ground, where you grew up, and
your education.

Hripsime: Iwasbornin Yerevan.
I did not dream of becoming a scientist
or doing physics. I didn’t even know
what a scientist was. But now I can
definitely say that I couldn’t have cho-
sen anything better for myself. I really
love my profession and enjoy doing the
research. I graduated from the Phys-
ics Department of Yerevan State Uni-
versity last summer and received my
PhD at the Alikhanyan National Sci-
ence Laboratory (CRD) in Atmospheric
Physics.

Gayane: [ was born in the village
Tsaghkunq , near Lake Sevan. I went
to school in the village. Since then I
have been fond of mathematics and
physics. I wrote my research work for
my diploma at the Yerevan Physics
Institute with Hripsime Mkrtchyan,
and defended it in Yerevan State Uni-
versity. | earned my bachelor’s degree
in 2019.

Davit: Hi, I am Davit Aslanyan.
I was born in Yerevan. From a young
age my parents noticed my inclination
towards science and guided me to
apply to the Shahinyan Physical-Math-
ematical Specialized School. I am an
undergraduate student majoring in
Physics at the Yerevan State Univer-
sity and a trainee physicist at the CRD.

JD: How did you get interested
in science; what brought you to the
CRD?

Hripsime: Honestly, the way for
choosing a specialty in Armenia is not
developed. Nobody at school advises
you what opportunities you have. If
you like biology, chemistry or physics
you will choose them; if you do not
you will never know which opportuni-
ties you are missing.

As a programmer, it seemed very
boring and without invention or cre-
ativity. I met Prof. Chilingarian and he
gave me the belief that everyone can
make discoveries by becoming good
specialist. I started working at CRD in
2011. My research is devoted to thun-
dercloud electric structure investiga-
tions. The topic of my PhD disserta-
tion was “The Behavior of the Electric
Field During Fair Weather and Thun-
derstorms”.

Gayane: last year at school I

I-r: Gayane Karapetyan, CRD; Anahid Yeremian, Chairperson of SCACRD and
physicist at Stanford Linear Accelerator Center; Dr. Hripsime Mkrtchyan, CRD

wanted to become a programmer but
one of my teachers told me very inter-
esting facts about science and the
faculty of physics. I changed my mind
and now I’m glad that I chose science.
In the first year of my studies, I was a
little disappointed because I wanted to
learn more about real, modern science.
A friend suggested I attend open semi-
nars at the Yerevan Physics Institute.
I met Hripsime Mkrtchyan; she took
me to CRD and told me about her
work, which was very interesting.

Davit: Lightning flashes have fas-
cinated me from a very young age. |
initially got interested in Atmospheric
Physics when I met Hripsime in 2017.
I was hoping that exploring Atmo-
spheric Physics would help me under-
stand how lightning and thunderstorms
originate.

JD: How long have you been
associated with the CRD; what are
your responsibilities there?

Davit: I joined CRD in Summer,
2018 and started working at CRD in
2019. I am a trainee physicist and my
research is devoted to thunderstorm
ground enhancement investigations.

Gayane: [ joined CRD in 2017,
and in 2018 I started working there. |
am doing research on thundercloud
electric structure investigations and
now [ am applying ANI (a CRD devel-
oped complex of machine learning al-
gorithms) for classification of light-
ning types.

JD to Gayane and Davit: You
are both continuing your education.
Where are you in this process?

Gayane: | am a master student at
Yerevan State University Astrophys-
ics Department. After this step, I want
to apply for a PHD program at CRD.

Davit: I am a senior at the
Yerevan State University, and will get
my Bachelors diploma in July. My
major area of study is Nuclear and
Elementary Particle Physics. I plan to
continue my education at the Cosmic
Ray Division.

JD:In 2019 You each attended
the international Thunderstorms
and Elementary Particle Accelera-
tion (TEPA) conference at Nor
Ambert in Armenia. What was your
participation there, and your im-
pressions?

Hripsime: Many leading scien-
tists from around the world have vis-
ited Nor Amberd during TEPA confer-
ences. It is always a pleasure to dis-
cuss science at the Nor Amberd re-

search station. From 2013-2015 I was
involved in coordination of the TEPA
conference.

Gayane: Attending TEPA was a
very good experience for me, I pre-
sented a talk on “Atmospheric Dis-
charge Classification with Machine
Learning Algorithms”.

Davit: Attending the TEPA con-
ference in 2019 was an eye-opening
experience for me as an undergraduate
student. TEPA was my first opportu-
nity to interact with fellow scientists
from outside Armenia in a formal set-
ting. I presented a talk at the 2019
meeting.

JD: Can you briefly tell us
about the international scientific
forums you have participated in,
and your current area of research?

Hripsime: Now [ am a mem-
ber of different organizations and
am getting invitations to participate
in different activities and represent
Armenia and my research. I think
scientific conferences are also type
of culture representation. In De-
cember with Davit and Gayane I
participated in AGU 2019 where we
were invited to participate in panel
discussions devoted to the future of
science. I also had an oral presenta-
tion of work which I have done with
prof. Chilingarian and my advisor
Prof. Williams from MIT.

JD: What other interests do
you have? I know that some of you
are involved in the “Young Minds”
project mentoring high-school stu-
dents in Armenia and Artsakh.

Hripsime: Yes, we are members
of Yerevan Young Minds. We are con-
tinuing to teach and show the beauty of
science at schools. We are looking for
funding to start new public activities
for making science fun for those who
are reluctant to become scientists.

Gayane: | am member of
Yerevan Young minds project and SPIE
(International Society for Photonics
and Optics), Yerevan State University
chapter. We are doing a lot of outreach
events in Yerevan, Artsakh and other
regions of Armenia.

Davit: Yes, we all are members
ofthe Yerevan Young Minds project of

European Physical Society.

JD: What are your ambitions
or goals for the future?

Hripsime: 1 dream of creating
an applied atmospheric laboratory in
Armenia, using atmospheric science
for solving water problem on the bor-
ders of Armenia, cleaning the environ-
ment, and protecting nature from haz-
ardous phenomena. I hope to establish
it in the near future but it is very
difficult to start such things, as the
government really doesn’t understand
the need to invest into science.

Gayane: [ will continue studying
physics and I will try to understand
lightning phenomena.

Davit: I hope to become a re-
searcher and lead a laboratory where
we will test various cloud radiation
models and uncover mystery of light-
ning initiation.

JD: What are your impres-
sions of the AGU conference, and
your visit to San Francisco? Have
you met members of the local Ar-
menian community?

Davit: AGU Fall Meeting was
very big conference with enormous
opportunities to connect with scien-
tists from around the globe and partici-
pate in various workshops.

Hripsime: The meeting was big.
We even organized a very nice dinner
at Anahid’s home and discussed the
ways for collaborations. (Anahid
Yeremian is the Chairperson of Sup-
port Committee for Armenia’s Cosmic
Ray Division — SCACRD).

My heart is always getting
warmer when I meet Armenians out-
side our country who are worried about
our homeland and want to do some-
thing, even from a long distance. It
makes you feel very strong, able to
make changes and make your country
better.

JD: The Diaspora here has
shown a great deal of interest in
Armenian science and particularly
the Cosmic Ray Division. What
message would you like to send to
the Armenian community here?

Hripsime: First of all, I would
like to thank everyone for all the help
and encouragement which we con-
tinue getting from Armenian diaspora.
With their help we have obtained needed
instrumentation which gives us the
opportunity to investigate different
physical phenomena. It puts Armenia
in many international scientific col-
laborations and opens new opportuni-
ties.

Davit: I would like to thank the
Armenian diaspora for all the support
and encouragement.

Gayane: | would like to thank
the diaspora for their help, espe-
cially for the excellent opportunity
to participate in the AGU. I really
hope that Armenian scientists from
abroad will visit us often and share
their experience with the younger
generation.
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WINSTON-SALEM,NC --1 Am
Not Alone — a documentary about
Armenia’s Velvet Revolution has re-
ceived the top prize of the RiverRun
International Film Festival — the 10th
festival award the film has received.

“The jury’s top prize goes to I
Am Not Alone, directed by Garin
Hovannisian. This gripping film re-
minded us of the power of the best
documentary filmmaking: to open our
eyes to a story we didn’t know, and
present it with artistry and skill,” the
jury said in a statement.

The film traces Nikol Pashinyan,
a journalist and former prisoner turned
political activist, as he marches against
Prime Minister Serzh Sarkisian.

“What starts as one man walking
across the country unfolds before our
eyes to become a mass movement.
Watching the film is more than a pas-
sive observation of a political move-
ment; Hovannisian fully immerses the
audience in the story, from beautifully
sweeping drone shots to ordinary citi-
zens’ cellphone footage. ,” the state-
ment reads.

“The jury found this film an en-
lightening and inspiring watch, taking
a complex subject and presenting it in
an entertaining, tightly edited narrative
that shows multiple sides of a complex
and urgent story. In the midst of an
election year, I Am Not Alone is a
potent reminder of the power of the
people,” the jury said.

Directed by Garin Hovhannisyan,
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“I Am Not Alone” Wins Top Prize of the
RiverRun International Film Festival

| AM NOT

2
THE REVOLUTION OF

GUR LIFETIME
||

I Am Not Alone tracks the path of
Armenia’s incumbent Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan, as he puts on his
backpack on Easter Sunday in 2018
and starts on a 120-mile walk across
Armenia to protest President Serzh
Sarkisian’s attempt to stay in power.

With unprecedented access to
both the leader of the movement Nikol
Pashinyan and former President and
Prime Minister Serzh Sarkisian, the
film follows the incredible true story
of the revolution that rocked Armenia
in the spring of 2018.

The film is directed by Garin
Hovannisian. Music for the film was
composed by Serj Tankian, who also
participated as an executive producer.

Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation Makes a
30,000 USD Humanitarian Donation to the
Armenian Community in Lebanon

CALOUSTE GULBENKIAN
FOUNDATION
ARMENIAN COMMUNITIES

LISBON — The Armenian Com-
munities Department of the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation is providing
30,000 USD to three Armenian com-
munity-based social aid organisations
in Lebanon to support their activities in
light of the socio-economic and medi-
cal emergency in the country due to
the Covid-19 crisis.

The three organisations which
will receive assistance (10,000 USD
each) are: the Armenian Relief Society
of Lebanon (Lipanani Oknutian
Khatch), the Armenian Educational
Benevolent Union (Hay Grtagan
Paresiragan Miutiun) and the Howard
Karagheusian Commemorative Corpo-
ration. The funds will augment each
organisation’s capacity to provide ba-
sic needs such as food, medicine and

medical services to the most vulnerable
sectors of the Armenian community.

This donation is complementary
to the Department’s engagement with
the Armenian educational sector in
Lebanon. In December 2019 and Janu-
ary 2020 support was sent to the 18
Armenian schools in the country, in
line with the Foundation’s focus on
education. It is also in addition to the
assistance provided to Armenia in April
for Covid-19 related medical supplies.

The donation made by the Arme-
nian Communities Department is in
line with the Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation’s wider emergency Covid-
19 relief programme. It is one of the
several initiatives the Department has
undertaken in dealing with the
Coronavirus crisis.

Former Judge in Kocharyan Case

Continued frompage 2

Another district court judge,
Anna Danibekian, took over
Kocharian’s high-profile trial in Au-

gust. She has since repeatedly refused
to release him pending the outcome of
the trial. The ex-president rejects the
coup and corruption charges leveled
against him as politically motivated.
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Armenian Humanitarian Mission Delivers
Medical Supplies to Aleppo Hospitals

ALEPPO — The Armenian Hu-
manitarian Mission in Syria, in coop-
eration with the Consulate General of
Armenia in Aleppo, have delivered a
new batch of medical and other essen-
tial items to Aleppo’s military hospital
and other medical facilities.

The heads of the medical centers
expressed gratitude to the Armenian
doctors for the assistance provided.

The Chief of the Aleppo Military
Hospital, General Fayez al-Ayubi,
praised the joint efforts of Armenian

and Syrian doctors, their unwavering
commitment to their work and thanked
the Armenian Humanitarian Mission
for its continued support.

The Armenian humanitarian mis-
sion to Syria is a humanitarian deploy-
ment of surgeons, gynecologists, der-
matologists, and general physicians
providing free medical services to the
local population and also highly-trained
team of de-miners clearing unexploded
ordnance and improvised explosive
devices (IEDs) across Aleppo.

Armenia Records Sharp Rise in COVID-19 Cases

Continued frompage 1

The rules require them to wear
face masks and gloves and disinfect
their hands with sanitizers that must be
available inside all buses, minibuses
and even taxis. They also limit the
number of people who will be allowed
to ride them.

Most commuters interviewed by
RFE/RL’s Armenian service backed
these requirements even if some of
them claimed to be having trouble
breathing through masks. “For the
sake of our health, we must stick to
them as much as possible,” said one
woman.

Nikoghosyan agreed that the end
of the lockdown could facilitate fur-
ther spread of the virus. “At this rate,
we will have about 6,500 cases by May
24 and more than 12,000 cases by
June 8,” said the official.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
downplayed the rapidly rising number of
cases when he spoke at a news confer-
ence on Saturday. Pashinian argued that
more than 70 percent of the infected
people are showing no symptoms and
only a fraction of about 700 COVID-19
patients suffering from pneumonia are in
a critical or serious condition. Armenia
will face a serious health crisis only “if
the number of seriously ill people ex-
ceeds 1,400,” he said.

Nikoghosyan said that the health

authorities still have enough capacity
to hospitalize or isolate all infected
citizens. But echoing statements by
Health Minister Arsen Torosyan, she
cautioned that they may soon have to
tell asymptomatic patients to stay at
home.

Pashinyan stated on May 4 that
the onus is now not only on his gov-
ernment but also on ordinary Arme-
nians to contain the virus. He again
defended last week this “decentralized
tactic of fighting against coronavirus.”

Health Minister Arsen Torosyan
announced on Tuesday that authorities
will stop in the coming days hospital-
izing or isolating most people testing
positive for COVID-19.

All such people have until now
been taken to hospitals or hotels turned
into temporary medical care centers.

Torosyan said that infected indi-
viduals showing mild symptoms of the
virus or none at all will be told to self-
isolate at home. “Within several days”
the health authorities will also send
home hundreds of presently isolated
asymptomatic patients, he said in an
appeal to healthcare workers posted
on Facebook.

Torosyan said that medical per-
sonnel of hospitals, policlinics and rural
primary healthcare facilities across the
country will now be responsible for
monitoring the condition of patients to
be placed in home confinement.

Armenian Constitutional Referendum Delayed

Continued frompage 1

not be held at least before May 2021,
implying that it has been effectively
cancelled.

“We were thinking that we will
hold this referendum this year and hold
another referendum [on amending the
constitution] during the next parlia-

mentary elections in 2023,” he told a
weekend news conference. “But this
timetable is not quite working out be-
cause of this epidemic.”

“We therefore appealed to the
Venice Commission, and are now dis-
cussing ways of partly or fully resolv-
ing the Constitutional Court issue in
the parliament,” he said.
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ARMENIAN EDUCATIONAL BENEVOLENT UNION
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Announces the opening of the

2020 AEBU

Scholarship Program

To apply, visit our website

WWW.AEBU.ORG

APPLY NOW

Through June 30, 2020

All eligible undergraduate students of
Armenian descent are invited to apply.

6263447321

AEBU SCHOLARSHIP FUND COMMITTEE
1060 North Allen Avenue « Pasadena, CA 91104
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Pasadena Unified School District

Armenian Dual Language Immersion

High School Program. (DLIP)
The program will be located at Blair School, home
to PUSD’s International Baccalaureate programs.

PASADENA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Our Children. Learning Today. leading Tomorrow.
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1060 N. ALLEN AVE. PASADENA CA 91104
(626) 797-7680

Register
Now!

2020-2021 Registration for the Armenian Dual Language

Immersion High School Program at Blair is now open!

» Armenian Dual Language
Immersion Program
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openenrollment.info



